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Since  Hurricane  Katrina  first  made 
its  landfall  near  New  Orleans,  LA  on 
August  29,  this  category-five  storm  has 
inflicted  over  $200  billion  worth  of  dam¬ 
ages  in  the  northern  gulf  region.  Katrina, 
officially  the  costliest  natural  disaster  in 
United  States  history,  affected  regions 
from  Florida  to  Louisiana,  displacing 
approximately  one  million  people  in 
its  wake.  The  estimated  death  toll  is  at 
1,242  and  over  2,000  people  are  missing. 
Situated  precariously  below  sea  level.  New 
Orleans  was  one  of  the  areas 
hardest  hit,  with  80  percent 
of  its  expanse  submerged  by 
the  murky  floodwaters  of 
Lake  Pontchartrain. 

While  Mayor  Clar¬ 
ence  Ray  Nagin  Jr.,  who 
called  Katrina  the  “storm 
that  most  of  us  have  long 
feared,”  ordered  an  emer¬ 
gency  evacuation  on  August 
28,  more  than  150,000  New 
Orleans  inhabitants  were 
unable  to  leave  the  city  due 
to  a  lack  of  available  trans¬ 
portation.  At  first,  evacuees 
were  forced  to  endure  the 
crowded  and  increasingly  uninhabitable 
Louisiana  Superdome.  Later  they  were 
brought  to  shelters  provided  by  other 
states,  such  as  Texas,  which  agreed  to  re¬ 
ceive  roughly  73,000  hurricane  victims. 


:  national  government 
responded  by  establishing  Joint 
Task  Force  Katrina,  a  military  relief 
effort  that  has  called  upon  40,000 
Army  and  Air  National  Guardsmen 
and  7,200  active-duty  troops  to  aid 
hurricane  relief  operations  in  the 
Gulf  region.  The  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA), 
led  by  the  newly  appointed  Coast 
Guard  Vice  Admiral  Thad  W  Allen, 
has  sent  10  search  and  rescue  teams 
as  well  as  23  medical  emergency 
teams  to  the  disasterstricken  areas. 
In  the  first  week  of  September,  the 
United  States  Senate  passed  a  bill 


allocating  $10.5  billion  in  aid  to  Katrina 
victims;  an  additional  $51.8  biUion,  re¬ 
quested  by  President  George  W.  Bush, 
was  also  approved. 

Meanwhile,  the  amount  of  foreign 


aid  offered  to  the  United 
States  by  95  other  countries 
has  totaled  $i  billion,  which 
is  equal  to  the  amount  raised 
by  the  Red  Cross.  This  is  the 
greatest  sum  raised  by  the 
organization  in  its  124-yeai- 
old  history,  surpassing  the 
donations  made  for  both  the 
tsunami  in  southeast  Asia  and 
the  September  u  attacks. 

Boston  Latin  School’s 
own  efforts  to  raise  funds  were  not  as  suer 
cessful.  Kim  Phan  and  Natalie  Cucchiara, 
both  members  of  Class  I  and  respective 
heads  of  BLS  Red  Cross  and  Key  Club, 


co-chaired  a  schoolwide  fundraising  effort 
that  raised  $4,000  in  total.  The  shortlived 
endeavor,  spanning  a  period  of  over  two 
weeks,  was  considerably  less  successful 
than  the  tsimami  relief  fundraisers  that 
raised  $25,000  in  the  winter  of  2004. 
While  incentives  (like  rewarding  the  high¬ 
est  grossing  homeroom  with  an  ice  cream 
party)  were  considered,  the  unenthusiastic 
initial  response  erased  the  possibility  of 
their  happening.  “I  think  the  timing  was 
definitely  a  factor,”  Phan  commented. 
“Hurricane  Katrina  happened  before  we 
went  back  to  school,  so  people  might 
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Summit  is  a  Success 
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“No  one  can  top  that  energy!”  hol¬ 
lered  Shari  Davis  (I). 

All  2,000  teens  at  the  Mayor’s  Youth 
Summit  were  energized,  but  Shari  was  ac¬ 
tually  referring  to  the  Stagez.  The  Stagez 
is  a  group  of  8  to  10  year  old  girls,  whose 
incredible  moves  were  definitely  a  crowd 
favorite;  just  ask  any  Boston  Latin  School 
student  who  attended.  After  a  stirring 
P.A.L.  Karate  interpretation  of  “America 
the  Beautiful,”  the  Summit  kicked  off 
with  encouragement  from  Mayor  Me- 
nino.  Hip-hop  acts  played  a  dominant 
role  as  Status-Quo,  Contagious,  Golden 
Kidz  and  later  Andy  Tshitenge  put  on 
impressive  displays.  Isiah  Beasley  moon- 
walked  out  of  trouble  as  part  of  his  Mi¬ 
chael  Jackson  rendition.  Mixed  Emotions 
seized  the  day  with  its  sing-along-inspir 
ing  rendition  of  a  Newsies  classic.  Heads 
popped  up  to  watch  champion  Lena  Park 
Double  Dutch  Team.  The  Chinese  Folk 
Art  Workshop  put  on  three  acts  including 
an  eye-popping  Yo-yo  dance  and  a  Lion 


BLS  STUDENTS  AT  THE  MAYOR'S  YOUTH  SUMMIT 


Dance  that  brought  the  crowd  roaring 
to  its  feet.  All  the  performers’  skills  kept 
the  crowd  out  of  their  chairs  for  most  of 
the  exhibition. 

The  nth  Annual  Mayor’s  Youth 
Summit,  which  took  place  at  the  Bank 
of  America  Pavilion  on  October  i,  was 
a  huge  success.  The  summit’s  theme  was 
Connecting  YOUth.  Indeed,  with  over 


Global  News  Tidbits 


»  Johnny  Wilson  swam  through 
shark-infested  waters  from  Alcatraz  Is¬ 
land  to  Aquatic  Park,  California  to  raise 
money  for  Hurricane  Katrina  victims. 
He  finished  the  1.4  mile  swim  in  less 
than  two  hours,  raising  almost  $30,000. 
Wilson  (of  Hillsborough,  CA)  is  nine 
years  old  and  in  the  fourth  grade.  (AP) 


»  ■  A  13-foot  long  python 

in  Everglades  National  Park 
was  really  hungry  earlier  this 
month,  so  it  attempted  to  eat  a  six- 
foot  long  alligator.  The  python  blew  up 
because  its  prey  was  too  large;  neither 
animal  survived.  (AP) 

»  It  appeared  that  Kabredlo’s 
Convenience.  Store  in  Lincoln,  Ne¬ 
braska  was  having  a  huge  sale  on  gas  last 


100  Boston  organi¬ 
zations  represented, 
the  Youth  Summit 
provided  ample  op¬ 
portunities  for  12  to 
18  year  old  Bosto¬ 
nians.  Publications 
such  as  Positive 
Teens  and  Teens  in 
Print  (T.I.P.)  sent 
their  editors  with 
bundles  of  applica- 
|tions  and  free  is- 
S  sues.  The  Youthline 
si  and  affiliated  May- 
5  or’s  Youth  Council 
^  (MYC)  handed  out 
black  wristbands 
with  their  respective  information.  The 
MYC,  which  played  a  vital  role  in  plan¬ 
ning  the  summit,  put  on  a  “Get  Con¬ 
nected”  skit  that  included  street  workers, 
PIC  office  counselors  and  Boston  Police 
officers.  Additionally,  MYC  members 
delivered  an  original  poem  in  multiple 
languages.  Another  informational  skit, 
provided  by  STAR,  taught  awareness  of 

week:  29  cents  for  a  premium  gallon, 
instead  of  $2.93.  However,  the  “sale” 
was  actually  a  manager’s  error — -gas 
hasn’t  been  that  inexpensive  since  1955, 
according  to  AAA  Nebraska.  (AP) 

»  Juventino  Vallejo-Camarena 
decided  to  rob  a  freight  train  en  route 
to  Salt  Lake  City  from  Los  Angeles. 
His  bow  and  arrow  were  not  enough, 
however,  to  keep  the  San  Bernadino 


domestic  violence  and  abuse. 

Teen  Positive  Image  Awards  were 
presented  to  those  teens  who  were 
already  contributing  in  their  communi¬ 
ties.  Awards  went  to  Evan  Turell  (II, 
from  Jamaica  Plain),  Michelle  Marrero 
(Dorchester),  Cara  Shea  (Charlestown), 
Dionna  Cobb  (Dorchester),  Roberto 
Valdez  (East  Boston)  and  Beatriz  Rivera 
0amaica  Plain).  Each  winner’s  name  was 
imprinted  on  a  street  sign. 

Even  if  some  teens  didn’t  win  any 
awards,  they  all  walked  away  with  some¬ 
thing.  Amity  Paye  (ID  gushed,  “Everyone 
got  a  wonderful  Youth  Summit  drawstring 
bag  filled  with  a  t-shirt  and  wristband. 
Lucky  winners  walked  out  withjam’n  94.5 
gear  and  everyone  left  full  of  scrumptious 
food.”  Tickets  to  the  Celtics,  the  movies 
and  the  Museum  of  Science  were  also 
included  as  raffle  giveaways. 

Marlene  O’Hara  (I)  found  “The 
Mayor’s  Youth  Summit  [to  be]  one  of  the 
best  things  the  city  has  to  offer  for  teens.” 
Benjamin  Speicher  (II)  echoed  that  he 
“can’t  wait  to  see  everyone  at  the  Mayor’s 
Youth  Summit  next  year!” 

county  police  from  apprehending  and 
booking  him  for  train  robbery,  assault, 
and  resisting  arrest.  (AP) 


»  The  Argo  wants  to  hear  from 
you!  If  your  club  or  organization  has 
any  noteworthy  news  you’d  like  to 
share  with  the  BLS  community,  send  it 
to  blsargo@gmail.com.  We’ll  consider 
putting  it  in  as  a  Tidbit! 


V.  * 
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All  cliched  greetings  aside,  I  would 
like  to  welcome  all  of  you  to  the  2005- 
2006  school  year.  As  a  proud  member 
of  the  Class  of  2006,  I  would  also  like 
to  proclaim;  Sumus  Primi,  and  Sumus 
(Almost)  Done.  This  year,  the  Argo  will 
institute  many  changes  that  will  hopefully 
allow  us  to  better  cover  the  news  at  the 
school,  as  well  as  provide  a  medium  for 
you,  the  students,  to  voice  your  thoughts 
and  opinions. 

The  biggest  change  this  year  is  the 
institution  of  weekly  Argo  meetings.  Ev“ 
ery  Tuesday,  there  will  be  a  meeting  after 
school  in  Room  114  or  in  the  Photo  Lab  (in 
the  Arts  Win^  during  production  weeks. 


I^EWS 


If  you  are  interested  in  working  on  the 
Argo  either  as  a  writer  or  as  a  member  of 
the  production  team,  you  should  attend 
these  meetings.  It  is  your  chance  to  meet 
the  editors  and  be  a  part  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  team. 

This  year,  the  Argo  will  introduce  a 
reader-submission  system  that  will  allow 
any  student  to  write  an  opinion  piece  for 
publication.  If  you  feel  strongly  about  a 
particular  topic  and  wish  to  express  that 
in  an  article,  you  can  submit  a  printed 
copy  of  the  piece  to  the  Argo  basket  in 
the  main  office,  give  it  to  Lisa  Jing  in  HR 
118  or  Anneke  Schwob  in  HR  124  or  email 
it  to  blsargo.forum@gmail.com. 

As  I  sit  here  writing  this  editor’s 
note,  with  the  school  network  resuscitated 
from  near  cardiac  arrest,  I  am  reminded  of 
why  the  Argo  staff  does  what  it  does:  the 
pressure,  the  stress,  the  deadline  and  oh, 
the  FUN.  Working  on  the  Argo  will  test 
your  patience,  your  ability  to  work  with 
others  and  your  ability  to  focus  under  a 
deluge  of  distractions.  If  you  think  you 


can  excel  in  these  areas,  come  Tuesdays 
to  room  1 14.  The  Argo  is  always  looking 
for  dedicated  individuals  to  contribute. 
The  next  generation  of  Argonauts  will  be 
drawn  from  your  ranks. 

Many  people  ask  me,  “How  did 
you  become  the  Editorin-Chief?”  Since 
it  cannot  have  been  a  complete  fluke,  I 
would  like  to  share  the  words  of  a  former 
Editorin-Chief,  who  told  me  the  follow¬ 
ing  during  my  freshman  year; 

“Just  be  there.  Dedication  is  what 
drives  the  Argo.  If  you  go  to  all  the  meer 
ings,  come  to  production  week  and  put 
forth  an  active  display  of  enthusiasm, 
you’ll  be  fine.” 

For  all  the  underclassmen,  do  not 
be  intimidated.  The  editors  are  always 
looking  for  engaged  and  willing  staff 
members.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  talk  to 
them.  They  don’t  bite.  Except  for  Connie. 
Just  kidding. 

-Ke  Zhang 
Editorin-Chief 
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have  already  donated  to  other  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  tsunami  happened  right  when 
we  were  still  in  school,  and  it  was  the  first 
place  people  could  donate.”  Phan  also 
noted  that  while  announcements  were 
made  in  the  daily  bulletin  and  posters 
were  hung  around  the  building,  general 
awareness  was  not  widespread.  “It  wasn’t 
as  thoughrout  as  we  would  have  liked,” 
she  admitted. 

Nevertheless,  some  gener 
ous  donations  were  made  during 
homeroom  collection  rounds, 
including  a  single  contribution 
of  Sioo.  Additional  funds  were 
gathered  not  only  during  Parent 
Night  but  also  from  profits  of 
bake  sales  in  which  numerous 
other  clubs  (including  Amnesty 
International,  the  Gay-Straight 
Alliance,  Student  Council  and 
International  Showcase)  took 
part.  A  check  of  the  final  sum  was 
sent  to  the  Red  Cross  in  the  last 
week  of  September. 

In  addition  to  the  students, 
teachers  and  parents  who  were 
involved  in  fimdraising,  guidance  coun¬ 
selors  also  reacted  quickly  to  Hurricane 
Katrina.  In  the  days  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  the  storm’s  devastation,  counselors 
attempted  to  contact  all  Boston  Latin 
graduates  who  are  enrolled  in  colleges  in 
the  affected  areas.  Mr.  Montague  recalled 
that  “as  soon  as  [hel  found  out  that  colleg¬ 
es  had  closed  down,  [hel  called  students 
to  make  sine  that  they  had  a  place  to  go.” 
Most  of  the  nine  imdergraduate  students 


living  on  campuses  at  universities  such  as 
Loyola  and  Tulane  returned  home  to  the 
northeast  after  evacuation.  One  student, 
Stewart  Wing,  decided  to  stay  behind 
and  help  with  the  relief  efforts  in  New 
Orleans;  he  is  currently  working  with  the 
Red  Cross  to  rebuild  the  city. 

Megan  Pitts  (’05),  like  the  950  other 
freshmen  at  Loyola  University,  had  arrived 
a  week  prior  to  the  storm  and  received 
numerous  hurricane  warnings.  Local 
residents  assured  her  that  these  warnings 


were  common,  and  meant  nothing  more 
than  a  little  rain.  Students  were  given 
the  option  of  leaving  to  stay  with  family 
or  remaining  at  the  college.  Because  the 
hurricane,  at  the  time  classified  as  only 
category-three,  did  not  seem  overly  seri¬ 
ous,  many  did  not  leave,  didn’t  think 
the  storm  would  hit  us  at  all,”  Pitts  re¬ 
flected.  “If  my  roommate’s  parents  hadn’t 
convinced  me  the  day  before  Katrina  hit 
to  drive  to  Alabama  with  them,  I  wouldn’t 


have  left.”  Megan  spent  the  duration  of 
the  hurricane  in  the  untouched  city  of 
Fayette.  Some  of  her  acquaintances  were 
not  so  fortunate.  Forced  to  seek  refuge  in 
Red  Cross  shelters  in  Baton  Rouge,  they 
lived  in  what  Megan  described  as  “disgust¬ 
ing  conditions...  there  were  no  showers  for 
about  three  days...  people  had  to  sleep  on 
the  floor.”  In  the  exodus  that  followed, 
many  were  finally  able  to  return  to  their 
home  cities. 

Meanwhile,  institutions  around  the 
country  have  responded  to  the 
(2?  plight  of  over  100,000  unden 
'  graduates.  Alany  local  colleges, 
including  Boston  University, 
Boston  College  and  Harvard 
University,  accepted  displaced 
students  from  Tulane  and  Loyola. 
Megan,  presently  taking  her  first 
semester  of  classes  at  Boston 
College,  confessed  that,  she  is 
only  doing  so  to  cover  Loyola 
requirements.  “This  is  not  where 
I  wanted  or  planned  to  be,”  she 
said.  “I  felt  like  I  had  really  made 
12a  home  at  Loyola,  and  it  [was 
^disappointing]  to  be  uprooted 
iback  here.”  Megan,  like  many 
Isof  her  fellow  students,  plans  to 
return  to  Loyola  in  January,  when  most 
area  colleges  are  expected  to  reopen. 

As  the  situation  gradually  improves 
in  the  Gulf  region,  Boston  Latin  School’s 
clubs  are  planning  potential  food  and 
blanket  drives.  “The  entire  BLS  commu¬ 
nity  has  truly  come  together  in  this  time 
of  need  to  help  the  victims  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,”  said  Cucchiara.  “We  hope  that 
everyone  will  continue  to  show/. .generos¬ 
ity  and  support  as  the  year  goes  on.” 
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Mission  Statement 
Petere  Veritatem 

The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards 
of  journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among  all 
members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 
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English  Department 


Mrs.  Gray 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  Humanities, 
in  the  English  Department. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  I  was  born  in 
Brighton,  MA. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Emmanuel 
Gallege  and  Fairfield  University  for  my  BA. 
and  Masters,  then  I  studied  Portuguese  in 
Lisbon,  Visual  Art  at  the  Mass.  College 
of  Art  and  Studies  in  Second  Language 
Acquisition  at  Boston  University  I’ve  also 
taken  classes  at  Harvard  and  the  University 
of  Massachusetts. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  always  wanted  to  teach.  My  mother  was 
a  teacher,  and  I  had  great  teachers  myself 
in  high  school. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS? 
The  school  is  outstanding.  Students  are 
motivated  to  learn  and  challenge  me  to 
keep  learning. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  It  is  unique.  It 
has  a  rich  tradition  and  a  wonderful  staff. 
The  positive  energy  level  is  high. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  I  abso¬ 
lutely  love  it. 


Ms.  McGuigan 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  I  teach  Class 
V  English  Language  Arts. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  I  presendy  live  in 
Newtonville. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  I  attended 
high  school  in  Pennsylvania.  I  earned  my 
undergraduate  degree  from  New  York 
University  and  my  graduate  degree  from 
Boston  College. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  have  always  wanted  to  be  a  teacher  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  that  teachers,  second  only 
to  parents,  have  the  greatest  influence  on 
children  and  the  future. 

5.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  The  BLS 
community  has  welcomed  me  with  open 
arms.  I  enjoy  working  with  my  dynamic 
colleagues  and  students. 


Mr.  Mikalaitis 

I.  What  subjects  do  you  teach?  English  7 


-  News  - 
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and  Enrichment. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  New  Jersey 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Boston 
University 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  wanted  to  become  an  educator  to  share 
my  enthusiasm  for  classical  and  modem 
literature  and  my  experience  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  writer  with  students. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I 
thoroughly  enjoyed  my  student  teaching 
experience  at  BLS.  I  was  impressed  by 
the  motivated  students  and  the  supportive 
stafi; 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  J  can  honestly 
say  that  the  positive  learning  environment 
created  by  students  and  teachers  working 
together  at  BLS  is  unparalleled. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  It’s  great. 
Every  day  I  look  forward  to  sharing  ideas 
with  my  students. 


Mr.  Mulhem 


1.  'What  subjects  do  you  teach?  9th  grade 
English  and  Humanities. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  I’m  from  Bos¬ 
ton. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Boston 
Latin  School. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
It’s  a  worthwhile  profession  and  it’s  some¬ 
thing  I  always  felt  I’d  be  good  at.  There  is 
also  appeal  in  facing  a  new  challenge  every 
day  I  would  not  do  well  in  a  cubicle. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS? 
Mainly  to  come  back  and  make  my  former 
teachers  feel  old.  Okay,  I’m  kidding.  The 
truth  is  this  place  is  a  great  opportunity  for 
any  teacher  and  being  able  to  work  with 
such  talented  students  so  close  to  home 
is  a  privilege. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  I  worked  at 
Pope  John  XXIII  in  Everett  for  three 
years.  There  are  huge  differences  between 
a  small  Catholic  school  and  a  big  public 
school,  but  I  hesitate  to  say  one  is  better 
than  another.  I  loved  my  time  at  Pope  John 
but  I’m  happy  at  BLS. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  It  has 
been  a  pleasure  so  far.  The  faculty,  staff 
and  administrators  are  always  friendly  and 
supportive  and  the  students  in  my  classes 
have  shown  a  great  level  of  enthusiasm. 


Ms.  Petty 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  Engfish  ii. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
Yee-haw! 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  UNL  (Go 
Huskers!)  and  UMass  Boston. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  finally  admitted  to  myself  that  I  require 
a  captive  audience,  so  it  was  either  this  or 
prison  guard. 


5.  'Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  Be¬ 
cause  I  didn’t  want  to  pay  for  Latin  lessons. 
Also,  it’s  the  best  high  school  around! 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  I’m  new  to  this, 
but  I  can  say  with  confidence  that  we  have 
a  very  fashionable  English  Department.  I 
need  to  go  shopping! 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  I’m  going 
to  use  the  one  phrase  that  every  English 
teacher  cringes  at:  I  like  it  a  lot. 


1.  What  subjects  do  you  teach?  English  7 
and  Enrichment  7. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Boston,  MA. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  BLS  and 
Harvard. 

4.  WTiy  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher?  I 
had  fantastic,  inspiring  teachers  who  shared 
their  love  of  their  subjects  with  me,  and  I 
enjoy  working  with  students. 

5.  WTiy  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I  went 
to  school  here:  I  loved  it.  This  was  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  me  to  give  back  to  the  school 
that  gave  me  so  much.  (And  I  wanted  to 
needle  Mr.  Harper  about  the  Red  Sox.) 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  The  last  school 
where  I  taught  was  an  international  school, 
much  smaller,  a  very  different  atmosphere. 
Teaching  at  BLS  feels  like  coming  home. 

7.  How  do  you  like  working  here  so  far? 
I  love  it,  though  when  I  was  a  student,  I 
didn’t  know  teachers  worked  so  hard! 

Guidance  Department 


Ms.  Moylan 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  I  am  a  guid¬ 
ance  counselor. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Bristol,  CT. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Syracuse  U, 
UConn.,  UMass. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  became  a  guidance  counselor  because 
I  consider  it  to  be  a  profession  worthy 
of  my  energy,  focus  and  effort.  Working 
with  students  motivates  me  to  do  my  best 
every  day. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I  am 
inspired  by  watching  students  and  faculty 
continually  working  to  improve  themselves. 
Not  every  learning  environment  is  like 
that. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  The  bar  is 
higher  here  than  at  other  schools,  and 
the  increased  expectations  placed  on  the 
students  and  faculty  empower  us  to  strive 
for  our  goals:  professionally,  academically, 
personally 

7.  How  do  you  like  working  here  so  far?  I 
love  it.  It  is  wonderful  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community! 
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Math  Department 


Mr.  Austm-Breneman 


1.  What  subjects  do  you  teach?  Algebra  i. 
Advanced  Algebra  Honors,  Geometry 

2.  WTiere  are  you  from?  Washington,  DC. 

3.  WTiere  did  you  go  to  schooP  MIT. 

4.  WTiy  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  was  a  student  teacher  at  BLS  and  really 
enjoyed  it.  I  really  enjoy  sharing  my  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  math  with  my  students. 

5.  WTiy  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  It  has 
a  great  atmosphere. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  This  is  my  first 
year  teaching. 

7.  How  do  you  like  working  here  so  far?  It’s 
a  pleasure  to  come  to  work  every  day 


Dr.  Curry 

1.  WTiat  subjects  do  you  teach?  Pre-calculus 
Honors  ii,  AP  Calculus  AB,  Statistics  12. 

2.  WTiere  are  you  from?  Long  Island,  New 
York. 

3.  WTiere  did  you  go  to  schooP  Stony  Brook 
University  in  NY  and  Northeastern. 

4.  WTiy  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
r  enjoy  teaching  students  things  they  did 
not  know  before  they  met  me. 

5.  "Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  It 
is  an  enjoyable  place  to  work,  and  there 
are  very  few  schools  with  the  history  that 
BLS  has. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  The  students 
here  are  very  goal-oriented. 

7.  How  do  you  like  working  here  so  far?  My 
experience  here,  thus  far,  has  been  every 
bit  of  what  I  expected  it  to  be. 

Modem  Language  Department 


Dr.  Bishop 

1.  WTiat  subject  do  you  teach?  Latin. 

2.  WTiere  are  you  from?  Originally,  Massa¬ 
chusetts;  moved  here  from  Southern  New 
Jersey,  by  Philadelphia. 

3.  WTiere  did  you  go  to  schooP  B.A.  at 
Wellesley  College  (’90),  M.A./Ph.D.  at 
UCLA(‘92/’98). 

4.  WTiy  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
Because  it  is  the  only  way  to  make  a  liv¬ 
ing  with  Latin,  and  I  love  Latin.  Besides, 
teaching  is  supremely  fun  and  a  constant 
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challenge.  Never  boring,  always  enlight' 
ening. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS? 
I  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  the  top  Latin 
program  in  the  country,  and  I  love  Bos¬ 
ton — I’m  thrilled  to  be  living  here  again 
and  to  be  able  to  raise  my  son  here  (he’s 
three).  And  it’s  awesome  to  have  colleagues 
instead  of  being  the  only  Latin  teacher  for 
miles  around. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  It’s  the  best. 
Academically  very  tough,  but  the  students 
by  far  outshine  the  kids  I’m  used  to  workr 
iiig  with.  I  love  being  a  part  of  a  school 
with  such  a  historical  presence  and  that  is 
grounded  in  tradition  and  excellence. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  1  love 
it.  It’s  grueling,  hard  work,  but  infinitely 
rewarding.  It’s  great  to  have  my  own  class¬ 
room.  It’s  weird  to  teach  Latin  to  people 
who  don’t  like  Latin,  though.  I’ve  always 
taught  Latin  as  an  elective,  not  a  required 
course,  so  my  students  have  always  liked 
Latin. 


Ms.  Chouinard 


1.  What  subjects  do  you  teach?  Class  V 
Spanish  I  and  French  1. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  I  grew  up  in 
Mexico  and  in  Spain.  At  the  age  of  18,  I 
moved  to  Califomia  for  four  years,  before 
settling  in  the  Boston  area. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  B.A.  at 
the  University  of  California-Santa  Cruz, 
M.Ed.  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts- 
Boston. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
1  think  that  it  can  be  fun  and  exciting  to 
learn  new  things.  I  appreciate  the  benefits 
of  being  multilingual,  and  strive  to  share 
that  appreciation  with  young  people. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I  did 
my  pre-practicum  at  a  number  of  schools 
in  the  Boston  area  and  found  Boston 
Latin  to  be  a  very  special  place.  Boston 
Latin  School  embodies  the  spirit  of  a  free 
education  for  all,  while  maintaining  a  high 
standard  of  education. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  Prior  to  work¬ 
ing  at  Boston  Latin  School  I  taught  at  the 
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University  of  Massachusetts-Boston.  It  is  Hopkins. 


difficult  to  compare  the  two  experiences. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  I  feel  like 
I  have  the  best  job  available.  My  colleagues 
have  been  very  accepting  of  me  and  I  feel 
very  fortunate  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  them,  as  well  as  with  talented 
and  motivated  students. 

Ms.  Fukushima 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  Latin. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Nashville,  TN 
(Yee-haw!). 

3.  Where  did  you  goto  school?  Which  one? 
Boston  University,  Vanderbilt  University, 
Belmont  University,  UCLA  Extension, 
etc. 

4.  V'Tiy  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
To  spread  the  joy  of  learning  Latin,  of 
course! 

5.  ^XTiy  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I 
like  the  fact  that  as  a  public  school,  BLS  is 
socio-economically  inclusive,  and  yet  the 
students  are  (generally)  more  motivated 
than  at  most  other  schools. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  Bigger  Latin 
program. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  Cum 
magni  sint  hie  labores  mei,  fructibus  tamen 
docendi fruor. 

Ms.  Guzman 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  Spanish. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Boston. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  BLS  and 
BC  (undergrad),  and  UMass-Boston 
(graduate). 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
Teaching  incorporates  all  of  my  “loves”: 
working  with  others  and  the  subjects  of 
history  and  the  Spanish  language. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I 
consider  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  work 
at  BLS:  to  be  involved  in  the  continuation 
of  its  tradition  and  legacy,  and  to  be  able 
to  give  back  something  to  Alma  Mater. 
Coming  back  to  BLS  is  like  coming  back 
home  to  me. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  Every  school  is 
unique  and  different. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  It  has 
been  great.  BLS  is  great,  the  students  are 
great.  Some  things  never  change. 

Ms.  Miller 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  Latin  MSS 
and  9A. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Most  recently,  Los 
Angeles.  Really,  the  Baltimore-Washington 
area. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Johns 


4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
Because  I  think  the  stuff  I  know  is  cool  and 
I  want  to  share  it. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  Latin 
School  is  the  Major  Leagues.  To  be  asked 
to  teach  is  a  huge  honor  for  me,  and  the 
opportunities  for  growth  are  huge.  It’s 
very  exciting. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  Bigger!  My 
other  schools  were  little  private  schools, 
130  kids  total. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  A  lot. 


Ms.  Sullivan 

1.  What  subject  do  you  teach?  Spanish  i, 
2  and  3. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Charlestown. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Providence 
College,  Lesley  University,  la  Universidad 
de  Salamanca,  Spain. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
It’s  a  family  curse:  I’m  the  fourth  genera¬ 
tion  in  my  family  to  teach  in  Boston,  and 
I  never  thought  I’d  be  a  teacher. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  I  was 
a  students  here  for  3  years  until  my  fairuly 
moved  out  of  the  city  I  came  in  as  a  sixie. 
My  grandmother’s  brother  also  taught 
German  and  Latin  here  in  the  1920s;  he 
was  in  the  Class  of  ’20.  It’s  kind  of  like 
coming  home  to  a  comfy  place,  and  I  knew 
I’d  be  able  to  teach  here. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  No  comparison: 
I  actually  spend  99  percent  of  class  time 
actually  teaching!  Paperwork  and  pace  are 
more  intense.  Kids  are  amazing. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  So  far, 
so  good! 

Science  Department 

Air.  Huben 

1.  What  subjects  do  you  teach?  Biology  i 
and  Chemistry  i. 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  I  grew  up  in  Long 
Island,  NY,  and  now  live  in  Arlington. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  Cornell 
University. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
It’s  a  family  thing.  My  mother  was  a 
teacher  for  35  years,  my  father  taught 
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intermittently  My  wife  teaches  science 
in  Somerville.  My  housemate  (Mr.  Luis) 
teaches  here.  I’ve  always  wanted  to  teach 
science. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS? 
There’s  no  greater  delight  for  a  teacher 
than  students  who  are  apt  learners.  I  like 
to  share  my  love  and  enthusiasm  for  the 
subject,  and  the  students  here  are  really 
receptive. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  Discipline  is 
much  stricter  here.  And  of  course  the 
students  are  much  more  focused  on  learn¬ 
ing. 

7.  How  do  you  like  it  here  so  far?  It’s  a  blast. 
1  work  together  with  the  other  teachers  a 


Air.  Klein 


1.  What  subjects  do  you  teach?  Physics 
and  Chemistry 

2.  Where  are  you  from?  Boston. 

3.  Where  did  you  go  to  school?  I  graduated 
from  Latin,  and  attended  Vanderbilt  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Tennessee.  I  later  got  a  Master’s 
degree  from  Georgia  Tech. 

4.  Why  did  you  want  to  become  a  teacher? 
I  was  an  engineer  for  eight  years,  but  the 
career  had  little  meaning  to  me.  I  pursued 
a  career  as  an  Outward  Bound  instruc¬ 
tor — I  had  dreams  of  leading  people  into 
the  unfamiliar  wilderness,  and  be  there  as 
they  discover  strengths  about  them  they 
never  knew  they  had.  But  it’s  a  tough, 
tough  way  to  make  a  living.  I  found  I  could 
do  something  similar  to  that  in  the  class¬ 
room.  Working  with  high  school  students 
is  never  boring. 

5.  Why  did  you  want  to  work  at  BLS?  Hav¬ 
ing  gone  here,  there’s  no  question  about  it: 
it’s  the  best  public  high  school  anywhere. 

6.  How  does  BLS  compare  with  other 
schools  you’ve  worked  at?  First  of  aU,  the 
students  work  much  harder,  and  they  are 
very  respectful  to  me.  The  teachers  are 
friendly,  dedicated  and  good  at  what  they 
do.  There’s  a  real  sense  of  purpose  here; 
it  comes  from  the  school’s  strong  history 
The  hallways  have  more  statues  in  them 
than  other  schools. 

7.  How  do  you  like  working  here  so  far?  It’s 
been  awesome,  but  it  hasn’t  been  easy 


''Under  God"  Goes  Under 


By  Jane  Newbold,  n 

CoNTRiBirriNG  Writer 


The  Pledge  of  Allegiance  has  been  said 
at  American  schools  and  official  government 
functions  for  over  120  years.  If  Sacramento 
atheist  Michael  Newdow  has  his  way,  no  one 
will  ever  have  to  say  it  again.  On  September 
14,  a  federal  judge  in  Califomia  ruled  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  unconstitutional  in 
three  school  districts  because  the  phrase 
“under  God”  violates  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment. 

In  the  wake  of  September  ii,  scores  of 
l^islatures  across  the  country  rushed  to  pass 
la^  in  support  of  patriotism;  many  made 
it  mandatory  to  say  the  pledge  in  schools. 
These  measures  are  not  without  community 
suppon.  As  a  member  of  class  VI  states, 
“it’s  unpatriotic  to  not  say  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance.  We’re  Americans.”  They  have, 
however,  been  met  with  fierce  resistance. 


Newdow’s  suit  is  the  most  recent  in  a  string 
of  similar  ones  over  the  last  few  years  aimed 
to  challenge  and  repeal  such  laws.  In  fact,  the 
batde  over  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  has  been 
fought  for  a  long  time.  The  earliest  Supreme 
Court  precedent  against  its  being  manda¬ 
tory  was  set  in  1943:  West  Vtrffnia  Board  of 
Eebication  v.  Barnette  nullified  a  law  that  had 
required  West  Vuginian  schoolchildren  to 
recite  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

Ironically,  the  phrase  which  sparks  so 
much  passionate  protest  was  not  originally 
included  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  During 
the  Cold  War,  American  leaders  emphasized 
religion  and  moral  values  to  differentiate 
between  “good”  America  and  the  “godless 
communists.”  The  Senate  passed  a  law  to 
insert  “under  (Sod”  into  the  Pledge  of  Al¬ 
legiance  in  1954,  and  there  it  has  remained 
ever  since. 

Francis  Bellamy  a  socialist  clergyman, 
wrote  the  first  version  of  the  pledge  in  1892 


for  TheTbuth’sCompanion,  forwhichhe  served 
as  editor.  “I  pledge  allegiance  to  my  Flag  and 
the  Republic  for  which  it  stands,  one  nation, 
indivisible,  with  liberty  and  justice  for  aU.”  It 
became  so  popular  that  President  Benjamin 
Harrison  later  issued  a  proclamation  that  led 
to  its  recitation  in  schools. 

The  modern  version  is  worded:  “I 
pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  the  Republic  for 
which  it  stands;  one  nation,  under  God, 
indivisible,  with  liberty  and  justice  for  all.” 
Why  so  much  fuss  over  one  little  phrase? 
According  to  a  popular  website  on  tolerance, 
the  phrase  “under  (jod”  has  niunerous  im¬ 
plications  offensive  to  non-Christians:  that 
God  exists;  that  (jod  is  the  Christian  God 
as  opposed  to,  for  example,  the  Islamic  God; 
that  there  is  only  one  God;  that  God  is  male, 
etc.  These  implications,  says  Jacob  Meister 
(FV),  are  why  the  phrase  “under  God”  in 
the  Pledge  violates  the  separation  of  church 


and  state  in  America  Therefore,  he  says,  “it 
shouldn’t  be  mandatory,  the  individual  has 
the  right  to  choose.”  Most  Boston  Latin 
School  students  polled,  such  as  Judy  Norton 
(II),  agreed  that  “it’s  up  to  the  individual.” 

As  of  right  no\y  the  Califomia  judge’s 
decision  only  affects  three  Californian  school 
districts.  Powerful  forces  are  marshaling  to 
get  higher  coiuts  to  appeal  the  decision, 
similar  to  what  happened  with  a  2002  case. 
The  significance  of  Newdow’s  case  is  that 
the  ruling  goes  beyond  forbidding  manda¬ 
tory  recitations  of  the  Pledge — it  prohibits 
the  Pledge  in  schools  altogether  to  “free 
{schoolchildren]  from  a  coercive  require¬ 
ment  to  affirm  God.”  This  decision  raises  a 
key  question:  will  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
change  with  the  times,  as  it  has  in  the  past, 
or  disappear  entirely?  The  Cold  War  is  over 
and  Americans  must  now  decide  how  they 
will  setde  this  controversy  and  define  the  in¬ 
creasingly  secular  identity  of  their  nation. 
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bhawna  Stnnott, 
President 


142. ..that’s  how  many  school  days 
we  have  left  until  Senior  Sign-out  Day. 
When  you  think  of  it  like  that,  it  seems 
so  far  away,  but  at  the  same  time  you 
know  it  will  be  here  in  the  bhnk  of  an 
eye.  As  sad  as  that  might  seem,  let’s  not 
start  crying  yet.  Yes,  we  only  have  142  days 
until  sign-out,  but  we  can  make  those  the 
most  productive  days  that  our  class  has 
ever  had. 

We  have  a  lot  to  do,  but  we’ve 
already  begun  a  good  deal  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  for  this  year’s  events.  Block  off  the 
week  of  June  5th  in  your  calendars:  prom, 
the  sports  banquet,  senior  sign-ont  and 
Prize  Night  are  all  that  week,  followed 
by  graduation  that  weekend.  As  we  get 
closer  to  that  week,  your  class  committee 
representatives  will  keep  you  updated. 
Hopefully,  we’U  also  be  able  to  do  some 
fun  class  activities  that  week,  in  addition 
to  the  traditional  events.  Wliether  we  get 
to  do  extra  activities  depends  completely 
on  our  cooperation  throughout  the  year. 
The  other  officers  and  I  already  have 
some  interesting  ideas,  but  we  welcome 
any  other  input  regarding  Senior  Week. 

Not  everything  has  to  wait  until 
June  though!  Coming  up  on  November 
14th  will  be  the  Powder  Puff  Football 
game.  The  Class  of’o6  (yes,  you  heard  me, 
’06!),  is  going  to  redeem  itself  this  year.  I 
expect  nothing  less  than  full  support  from 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  NEYSA  FELICIANA  SHUM,  MICHELLE  FINLEY,  SHAWNA  SINNOTT,  HOf  NGUYEN,  ALIA  QATARNEH 

everyone;  if  you  can’t  play,  you  can  cheer 
the  girls  on!  This  is  a  great  opportunity 
to  show  off  our  class  unity,  so  let’s  take 
advantage  of  it!  Last  year,  almost  too  girls 
in  our  grade  played  in  the  game. 

Something  that  I  mentioned  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago  was  the  Class  of 
2006  website.  As  of  right  now,  it  is  not 
fully  ready,  but  your  Class  Committee 
reps  will  inform  you  when  it  is  ready  to 
use.  This  will  be  an  excellent  way  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  communication  about  ideas  you 
might  have  regarding  class  activities.  In 
addition,  please  feel  free  to  approach  us 


The  Argo  asked  each  class  officer  to 
write  a  piece  describing  their  hopes  and 
goals  for  this  year.  This  is  what  they  wrote, 
completely  unedited. 


Neysa  Feliciana  Shum, 
Secretary 

Hi,  guys!  Is  everyone  doing  ok?  I’m 
Neysa,  your  newly  elected  class  secretary, 
and  I  must  say  I  am  very  proud  to  be  your 
class  secretary!  I  guess  the  thing  for  me 
to  do  is  say  thank  you  to  all  of  you  who 
voted  for  me,  and  for  those  who  didn’t,  I 
hope  that  I  can  help  you  be  satisfied  and 
happy  that  I  am  your  secretary,  that  I  am 
representing  you. 

The  ultimate  goal  for  me  this  year 
is  to  make  sure  that  we  all  have  the  best 
senior  year  possible.  This  is  our  last  year 
together.  We’ve  been  together  for  three  to 
five  years  now  and  I  am  sure  that  everyone 
here  has  been  through  the  bads  and  the 
goods  with  people  standing  next  to  you. 
As  a  class,  we  have  survived  so  much,  the 
MCAS  in  8th  grade  and  in  loth  grade,  to 
-  the  tragedy  of  September  ii.  As  we  come 
upon  our  last  year  as  a  class,  I  want  us  to 
remember  each  other  and  make  sure  that 
this  is  not  going  to  be  our  last  year  seeing 

Alia  ^tarneh, 

Class  Committee 
Chair 

Let  me  start  by  introducing  my¬ 
self  Hello,  Class  of  2006.  My  name  is 
Alia  Qatarneh,  your  Class  Committee 
Chair.  You  might  ask,  “What  is  Class 
Committee  Chair  and  how  did  she  get 
it?”  Even  though  this  position  wasn’t 
placed  on  the  ballot,  it  is  an  intense  and 
important  jdb  that  has' to  be  fulfilled; 


each  other.  As  June  passes  and  summer 
passes,  we  all  are  going  to  be  everywhere, 
some  may  be  in  Boston,  yet  some  may  be 
in  England.  No  matter  where  we  will  be 
for  college  or  where  we  permanently  settle 
down,  I  want  you  all,  us  all,  to  feel  that 
Class  of ‘06,  this  senior  class,  your  closest 
friends  and  your  not^so-close  friends,  will 
be  there  for  anyone  and  everyone.  Once 
a  graduate  of  Boston  Latin’s  Class  of ‘06, 
always  a  part  of  Class  of ‘06.  I  mean  it.  I 
do.  Really 

I  will  do  my  best  in  getting  your 
needs  and  putting  them  out  there  during 
our  meetings.  There  may  be  times  when  I 
might  screw  up  a  little  bit  or  ...  a  lot,  but 
trust  me,  I  ■will  do  all  and  more  of  what 
I  am  capable  of  Making  great-looking 
senior  sweatshirts  to  having  the  best  prom 
in  the  history  of  Boston  Latin — they  will 
all  happen.  I  will  represent  each  one  of 
you  to  my  best  and  definitely  bring  our 
class  to  the  top.  Class  of ‘06  wiU  not  only 
be  defined  as  procrastinators,  but  also  as 
intelligent  and  creative  people,  as  a  tmique 
bunch  of  girls  and  boys  and,  above  all,  a 
united  class. 


As  you  might  recall,  each  homeroom 
of  the  senior  class  was  asked  to  nomi¬ 
nate  a  person  who  is  responsible  and 
trustworthy  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Class  Committee.  These  representa¬ 
tives  that  you  designated,  along  with  the 
President,  Vice  President,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  our  class,  met  last  week.  I 
was  elected  Chair.  It  is  my  duty  to  work 
with  Headmaster  Kelley,  Mr.  Keitt,  and 
the  officers  of ’06  on  ensuring  that  your 
needs  and  concerns  are  heard.  I  might 
just  be  another  voice  in  the  hall,  but  I 
will  makn  a'difference.  .  ■  ,v  •.,■ 


at  any  time.  For  example,  if  you  have  a 
suggestion  for  a  fundraiser,  please  let  us 
know!  Your  input  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  success  of  this  year. 

As  the  days  wane  down  to  140,  too, 
60,  20,  we’ll  encounter  many  successes 
and  some  disappointments,  but  as  long 

Hoi  Nguyen, 

VicePresidet 

Hey!  How’s  it  going,  everyone?  So, 
we’ve  all  made  it  this  far,  eh?  Yea...  you’ve 
heard  that  a  bunch  of  times  already.  I 
really  hope  we  all  graduate  together,  and 
continue  on  in  college.  As  VP,  I  hope  I 
can  help  you  guys  do  this  in  whatever 
way  I  can.  Whether  it’s  some  homework 
help,  a  project,  a  favor  or  to  jump  off  the 
moon.  I’ll  always  try  to  help  you.  I  also 
hope  that  this  class  will  become  more 
“unified.”  Corny?  "Ves.  Untrue?  No.  Some 
of  you  might"  not  be  aware,  but  there  are 

Michelle  Finley, 

Treasurer 

Wow,  it’s  finally  the  school  year  of 
2005-2006!  It’s  so  hard  to  believe  that  6 
years  ago,  I  was  a  sbde.  I  had  no  idea  as 
to  what  I  was  getting  myself  into.  One 
good  choice  I  did  make  was  ruiming  for 
treasurer. 

During  senior  year,  there  are  many 
expenses  that  need  to  be  dealt  with.  These 
include  prom  and  graduation,  among 
other  things.  The  sums  of  these  events 
tend  to  be  very  high,  and,  despite  that 
fact  that  we  may  all  think  BLS  is  some 


You  can  think  of  Class  Committee 
Chair  as  another  step  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  ladder.  As  Chair,  I  link  each  home¬ 
room  representative  to  the  President, 
as  well  as  the  other  council  members 
and  administration.  I  see  myself  as 
the  messenger  between  you  students 
and  our  class  officials.  Most  of  the  ob¬ 
stacles  that  we  will  meet  are  financial. 
It’s  all  about  money.  My  goal  is  to  make 
sure  information  is  spread  fast,  that 
everyone  knows  how  much  money  is 
due,  for  what,  and  when.  I  have  already 
composed  a  IJs^  representatives 


as  we  continue  to  help  and  support  each 
other,  we  can  have  a  productive,  enjoyable 
year.  Take  advantage  of  any  opportunities 
that  you  get,  and  make  the  most  of  them. 
Congratulations  for  making  it  this  far. 
I’ve  said  it  before,  and  I’ll  say  it  again:  let’s 
make  this  the  year  to  remember. 


many  “cliques”  in  our  class:  groups  of 
people  from  a  certain  neighborhood,  of  a 
certain  race  or  with  certain  interests.  And 
even  among  these  groups  are  divisions.  It’s 
whack!  I  believe  everyone  should  know 
each  other  and  feel  comfortable  around 
each  other,  not  trying  to  impress  or  feel 
intimidated  by  each  other. 

To  wrap  things  up,  I  truly  hope  that 
before  we  graduate  everyone  can  go  up 
to  another  person  and  just  say  “Hello!” 
That  is  my  one  goal  as  VP.  Remember, 
I’m  always  here  if  you  guys  need  anything. 
We’re  almost  there!  Good  luck,  you  guys, 
and  savor  this  year. 


rich  school,  there  just  isn’t  enough  money 
to  pay  for  everything.  To  deal  with  this,  I 
plan  to  get  the  senior  class  enough  money 
so  that  we  won’t  be  in  any  sort  of  debt. 
Actually,  we  should  have  a  surplus  to  take 
care  of  everything.  This  wiU  be  achieved 
by  having  Red  Sox  and  Patriots  Days  (weU, 
not  Red  Sox  for  a  while  ’'tear*),  raffles, 
car  washes,  bake  sales  and  other  various 
fund  raisers. 

With  the  money  gained,  things 
should  be  easier  to  pay  for,  leaving  the 
individual  seniors  with  less  to  worry 
about.  Make  siue  you  check  the  buUetin 
for  upcoming  events  and  make  sure  you 
support  the  senior  class  because  one  year, 
you  too,JiopefuUy,  wUl  be  a  BLS  senior. 


and  their  homerooms.  Meetings  are  in 
session  and  the  Class  of  ’06  is  in  mind. 
With  my  outspoken  characteristics  and 
with  my  ability  to  run  around  the  school, 
everything  will  go  smoothly. 

Also,  as  Chair,  I  will  have  a  direct 
link  to  Headmaster  Kelley.  I  feel  that 
once  I  have  established  a  one-on-one 
relationship  with  Ms.  Kelley,  it  will  be 
easier  to  make  things  happen.  As  Chair, 
everyone  will  be  in  the  know.  And  I 
promise  I  won’t  forget  that  senior  home¬ 
room  on  the  second  floor.  Thank  you. 


KELLY  BAKER,  (I) 
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By  Andrew  Klein,  III 

Staff  Writfji 


By  James  Barned-Smith,  I 

Staff  Writer 


BTU:  In  Theory,  In  Practice 


Teachers  have  been  an  integral  part  of  society  since  the 
beginning  of  civilization.  In  the  time  of  the  ancient  Romans,  they 
were  regarded  poorly  and  treated  as  litde  better  than  slaves.  Today, 
teachers  are  praised  for  their  contribution  to  mankind.  Thankfully, 
unions  such  as  the  one  in  Boston  exist  to  ensure  that  these  indi¬ 
viduals  receive  the  recognition  and  fair  treatment  they  deserve  as 
shapers  of  society 

Unions  are  an  important  presence  all  over  the  world  and  have 
played  an  important  role  in  the  United  States  for  over  one  hundred 
years.  The  first  teachers’  union,  the  American  Federation  ofTeach- 
ers,  of  which  the  Boston  Teachers  Union  is  a  branch,  was  founded 
in  1916.  Prior  to  its  formation,  teachers  were  often  unable  to  receive 
the  workplace  respect,  basic  rights  and  financial  security  they  de¬ 
served,  and  many  were  forced  to  work  under  unjust  conditions. 

Like  any  laborer  without  a  union,  teachers  without  unions 
would  have  to  kowtow  to  their  employers’  every  demand  or  risk 
losing  their  jobs.  History  provides  evidence  of  this  fact;  decades 
ago,  teachers  had  no  tights  to  negotiate  contracts  and  their  pro¬ 
fessional  job  security  was  almost  non-existent.  According  to  the 
American  Teacher,  a  Union  publication,  in  the  1920s  female  teach¬ 
ers  were  required  by  absurd  regulations  to  “wear  skirts  of  certain 
lengths,  keep  their  galoshes  buckled,  not  receive  gentleman  callers 
more  than  three  times  a  week  and  teach  a  Sunday  School  class.” 
Reformation  was  certainly  needed  and  without  unions,  such  a 
change — such  a  revolution  on  the  professional  front — would  never 
have  been  achieved. 

The  Boston  Teachers  Union  grants  its  members  the  essential 
rights  they  deserve  as  members  of  the  workforce.  Teachers  often 
work  well  beyond  the  average  she  to  seven-hour  school  day  of  a 
student.  At  Boston  Latin  School,  most  teachers  remain  after  the 
dismissal  bell  to  help  tutor  students  or  prepare  for  their  next  les¬ 
sons.  The  most  dedicated  teachers  are  often  seen  departing  after 
sundown.  The  BTU  ensures  that  teachers  are  adequately  compen¬ 
sated  for  this  extra  effort. 

Unions  also  play  an  important  role  in  improving  the  quality 
of  education  for  students.  Today,  teachers  are  granted  many  ben¬ 
efits,  spionsored  on  a  national  and  local  level  alike,  that  allow  them 
to  teach  more  successfully  Grants  and  fellowships  offer  teachers 
opfiortunities  to  pursue  advanced  degrees,  to  conduct  research 
and  teach  abroad.  Wage  increases  for  more  experienced  teachers 
encourage  longevity  in  this  profession.  Health  care,  vacation  time 
and  sick  days  make  for  healthier  and  happier  teachers.  After  all, 
cliche  though  it  may  be,  there  is  a  reason  why  the  phrase  “happier 
people  work  better  and  are  more  productive”  exists. 

Unions  have  helped  to  ensure  workplace  and  social  equity 
for  many  years.  Without  them,  people  would  stiU  be  working  on 
the  weekends  and  laborers  would  still  be  toiling  from  sundown  to 
sunup  for  hardly  any  money.  No  union,  however,  is  perfect,  and 
the  Boston  Teachers  Union  is  no  exception.  In  the  past,  the  BTU 
has  been  criticized  by  students  and  teachers  for  some  questionable 
decisions.  The  union  has  always  stood  against  affirmative  action 
in  its  schools.  Many  teachers  and  students  alike  ojjpose  the  BTLTs 
position  on  this  controversial  topic  and  feel  that  the  union  should 
encourage  racial  quotas  within  schools.  In  addition,  many  students 
in  particular  dislike  the  BTU’s  everso-common  practice  of  shelter 
ing  unqualified  instructors  from  being  dismissed. 

There  are  two  sides,  though,  to  every  issue.  Wth  respect 
to  protecting  unfavorable  teachers,  the  union  is  only  doing  what 
any  other  union  would  attempt  to  do  in  terms  of  giving  all  their 
members  equal  job  security  and  a  voice  with  which  to  stand  up  to 
their  superiors.  Without  unions  as  an  institution,  workers  of  any 
profession  and  career  would  be  forced  to  succtimb  to  every  demand 
of  their  employer.  Every  individual  deserves  representation  and 
the  support  of  a  larger  body  to  justify  their  creed.  Education  is 
a  direct  path  to  a  rewarding  life,  and  teachers  are  the  facilitators 
of  the  journey  Teachers  deserve  to  be  happy,  respected  and  most 
e^T^i^ly  valued  for  tl^ir  jncreflible^gcpficei .  -  ■  .  . 

,  ,  ,Who  knows?  Withouttea^hers-’  uiuons,  the  ancient.Rorhans’,* 

treatment  ofeducatws  might .stiUi^jd&t today,  -rf.'  ,r, 


“BTUnity”  proclaim  stickers  posted  throughout  the 
school  and  on  cars.  “Fight  for  Respect  -  Support  the  BTU,” 
command  others. 

The  BTU,  for  those  who  do  not  know,  is  the  Boston 
Teachers  Union,  dedicated  to  protecting  the  rights  and  sala¬ 
ries  of  the  teachers  at  Boston  Latin  School  and  throughout 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  system.  It  describes  its  primary 
responsibilities  as  being  to  “negotiate  and  enforce  the  contract, 
represent  the  membership  in  all  matters  related  to  work”  and 
several  other  things,  with  the  last  one  being  to  “work  with 
the  community  to  ensure  that  our  schools  are  as  good  as  they 
can  be.” 

All  are  good  and  admirable  goals,  but  it  seems  that  the 
BTU  has  its  priorities  somewhat  misaligned.  Rather,  this  last 
responsibility,  as  outlined,  should  in  fact  be  the  first  and  most 
important  duty  of  the  Boston  Teachers  Union. 

I  have  no  overreaching  objection  to  unions  as  an  insti¬ 
tution,  as  they  have  served  an  important  role  in  the  past  and 
continue  to  do  so  now.  The  Boston  Teachers  Union,  however, 
is  also  so  zealous  in  protecting  the  rights  of  their  members 
that  they  lose  sight  of  what  is  most  important:  the  welfare  of 
the  school  system  and  its  students. 

Now,  as  a  student,  my  judgment  is,  of  course,  biased.  If  I 
were  a  teacher,  I  would  certainly  hope  that  my  union  would  be 
fighting  every  step  of  the  way  for  me  to  be  able  to  retain  my 
job.  That  being  said,  the  primary  purpose  of  a  school  system, 
and  of  a  teacher,  should  always  be  to  educate  students,  and  take 
any  steps  necessary  to  ensure  that  everything  is  being  done  to 
give  these  students  the  best  education  possible,  whether  or  not 
it  is  within  the  individual  teacher’s  own  best  interest. 

Ideally,  of  course,  every  teacher  would  be  a  good  teacher; 
sadly,  this  is  not  the  case.  And,  I  admit,  it  is  difficult  to  codify 
— a  teacher  that  I,  as  a  student,  might  call  a  “bad”  teacher  might 
easily  be  a  very  good  one.  There  is  no  denying,  however,  that 
there  are  some  teachers  from  whom  students  do  not,  indeed, 
cannot,  learn. 

Why  is  it  then  impossibly  hard  to  fire  these  teachers? 
If  the  BTU  claims  that  part  of  its  mission  is  to  “work  with 
the  community  to  ensure  that  our  schools  are  as  good  as  they 
can  be,”  they  should  be  working  to  enforce  higher  standards 
for  teachers,  not  to  make  sure  that  subpar  teachers  can  keep 
their  jobs,  or  to  provide  jobs  without  quality  control.  If  the 
union  itself  were  to  impose  strict  standards  on  its  members, 
in  theory,  at  least,  the  quality  of  teachers  in  the  school  system 
would  increase  exponentially.  A  meric-based  system  would  make 
everyone  a  winner — the  schools,  which  would  have  access  to 
the  best  teachers;  the  students,  who  would  receive  a  superior 
education;  and  the  school  system — and  this  is  especially  impor 
tant,  given  that  the  BPS  is  known  as  one  of  the  worst  public 
school  systems  in  the  state. 

Well,  almost  everyone  would  be  a  wirmer,  at  least.  The 
losers,  of  course,  are  the  teachers  who  do  not  measure  up. 

And  therein  lies  the  problem:  the  goals  of  the  union  are  by 
nature  contradictory.  Yes,  it’s  easy  to  say  that  the  BTU  should 
itself  place  high  standards  on  its  members,  in  accordance  with 
its  declared  goal  of  ensuring  that  the  “schools  are  as  good  as 
they  can  be.”  But  at  the  same  time,  the  BTU  has  an  obligation 
to  protect  each  and  every  one  of  its  members. 

For  that  reason,  speaking  as  a  selfish  human  being  and  a 
member  of  the  student  body,  1  cannot  support  the  mission,  or 
even  the  existence,  of  the  BTU.  Yes,  it’s  perfectly  understand¬ 
able  that  teachers  would  want  to  protect  their  jobs  and  their 
salaries.  When  action  taken  on  that  behalf,  though,  prevents  me 
from  receiving  an  education — and  the  reason  that  Boston  Pub¬ 
lic  Schools  exists  is  to  educate  me  and  my  compatriots! — there 
is  nothing  1  can  say  to  support  it.  Let  the  schools  hire  whom 
'.they .will,  1  say  No,  it’s  noiLd?moct;Uic;.andit’s.not  nice^But 
lit  is' the  way  ibhai  1  tvill Deceive  theftcscledilcation!  andVas'far  • 
.•>aA  Pm  Concorhod,  thaitjis  what'inattdrB..  .  i-,'.  1'  r,- 
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Question 

What  do  yon  think  of  the 
Boston  Teachers  Union? 


“They  seem  like  they  do  a  good  job.  The 
only  reason  I  heard  of  them  is  because 
they  protested  last  year.” 

-Scott  Gatto,  I  . 


“I  believe  that  the  Boston  Teacher’s 
Union  is  a  legitimate  society  that  demands 
equality  and  ftiimess  from  their  job  and 
profession.”  . 

-Gregory  Nakashian,  II 


“I  think  it  is  good  because  the  teachers 
can  be  toj^ther  and  unified.  Unity  is  im¬ 
portant,  and  love  between  teachers.  We’ll 
benefit  a  lot.” 

-Christopher  Bartolome,  III 


“I  think  that  the  BTU  is  agood  organiza¬ 
tion  as  it  helps  teachers  more,  1  think.”  ^ 


Joey  Ngigren,  Class  IV 


“I  think  that  the  BTU  can  be  good  and 
bad  sometimes.  Some  of  my  favorite 
teachers  had  been  informed  by  the  BTU 
and  almost  lost  their  jobs.” 

-Kathryn  Banks,  V 


“I  think  that  the  BTU  is  a  great  organiza- 
itionyliecauseiatteasr.it  helpsour  society 
'-anH-hfelpadiciteadbcsiteachm-..”, 
ft  boo-'B<waj’ly!iNg)H?lenirVI 
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Benefits  of  a  Foreign  University 
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Yi  Liu,  I 

Business  Manager 


As  college  admissions  in  the  States 
grows  more  competitive,  and  college 
tuition  more  expensive,  an  excellent  op¬ 
tion  for  some  students  is  looking  abroad 
for  their  higher  education.  Every  year, 
more  and  more  American  high  school 
students  opt  to  attend  colleges  outside 
the  States — whether  in  Canada,  England 
or  elsewhere — and  the  numbers  will 
only  continue  to  increase  as  society  and 
business  become  even  more  globally  con¬ 
nected.  Going  to  college  abroad  allows 
students  to  be  immersed  in  a  different  cul¬ 
ture,  granting  them  a  better  perspective 
on  diversity  and  foreign  tradition — privi¬ 
leges  not  available  in  the  States. 

To  start  with,  the  costs  of  attend¬ 
ing  college  abroad  are — while  hardly 
insubstantial — a  great  deal  less  than 
that  of  any  college  in  the  United  States. 
A  foui^year  private  college,  on  aver¬ 
age,  costs  about  $32,000  per  annum  in 
America,  with  education  at  some  of  the 
most  well  known  or  competitive  colleges 
at  $45,000  a  year,  including  fees  such  as 
housing  or  textbooks.  In  Canada,  on  the 
other  hand,  college  costs  about  a  third 
as  much,  with  tuition  and  fees  averag¬ 
ing  substantially  less  at  around  $12,000 
to  $17,000  a  year.  Meanwhile,  in  China, 
there  has  been  outrage  at  the  drastic  in¬ 


crease  in  college  costs  of  late  to  a  whop¬ 
ping  4,500  yuan,  which  equates  to  about 
$560.  In  England,  Germany,  France — you 
name  it — college  is  cheaper.  Actually, 
if  you  go  to  the  trouble  of  attaining  an 
international  baccalaureate,  education  in 
France  is  free.  Not  a  bad  deal.  Although 
there  is  an  increased  cost  of  personal  ex¬ 
penses  (plane  tickets,  getting  ripped  off 
by  the  natives,  etc.),  the  price  of  Hving  in 
many  countries  is  much  lower  than  in  the 


United  States. 

Of  course,  some  of  us  go  to  college 
for  more  than  just  studying.  In  America, 
having  a  good  time  (also  known  as  going 
to  bars  or  clubs)  is  essentially  illegal  until 
you  tinn  21.  Foreign  countries  and  their 
associated  universities  are  frequently 
much  more  lenient  when  it  comes  to  col¬ 
lege  students  partying.  While  the  drinking 
age  in  Japan  is  21,  the  Japanese  have  many 
dance  clubs  for  all  ages.  In  Canada,  Eng¬ 


land  and  Germany,  you  can  enjoy  yourself 
however  you  like  once  you  turn  18.  No 
other  country  is  quite  like  the  US.  when 
it  comes  to  caging  its  college  students  and 
treating  them  like  criminals  for  wanting 
to  have  a  good  time. 

Let’s  not  forget  the  opportunity 
of  experiencing  a  different  culture  that 
a  foreign  education  will  provide.  This 
isn’t  the  kind  of  culture  found  in  guide¬ 
books  either.  Rather,  a  student  will  learn 
a  foreign  language,  grow  accustomed  to 
local  customs,  flip  madly  through  phrase 
books,  visit  historical  sites  and  be  in  a 
completely  difiierent  world  than  the  one 
to  which  he  is  accustomed.  He  will  realize 
quickly  how  large  and  diverse  the  world 
is,  and  perhaps  change  for  the  better.  He 
will  realize  how  weird  Americans  are  for 
eating  salad  first  during  meals  and  why 
Parisian  restaurants  have  bathrooms  with 
tolls  and  how  to  bargain  off  75  percent  of 
an  original  price  but  still  be  ripped  off  in 
China.  By  attending  a  foreign  university, 
he  will  learn  lessons  which  he  could  never 
learn  from  a  textbook,  and,  boy,  will  it 
make  him  feel  smart. 

Thousands  of  students  study  abroad 
each  year.  Very  few  regret  it  for  they 
welcome  opportunities  to  experience 
new  things  and  learn  about  the  world, 
becoming  more  involved  global  citizens 
as  a  result.  This  could  be  you. 
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Who  Belongs  at  Boston  Latin?  "  S 

fimnn  A  tins  tn  Immyiva  fnr  >■ 


By  Lisa  Jing,  I 

Forum  Editor 


On  the  cover  of  the  $pring  Bulletin 
last  April,  the  Boston  Latin  School  As¬ 
sociation  posed  an  interesting  query — 
"Who  Belongs  at  BLS.’"  The  headline 
led  to  an  uproar  on  the  parents’  listserv 
as  concerned  parents  and  administrators 
alike  struggled  to  respond. 

The  article  itself,  however,  poses  a 
more  alarming  question;  what  is  Boston 
Latin?  What  does  a  Boston  Latin  School 
education  represent?  It  seems  natural  to 
assume  that  those  who  “belong”  at  Av¬ 
enue  Louis  Pasteur  should  come  directly 
from  the  surrounding  area  and  be  those 
students  who  grew  up  in  the  Boston 
Public  School  system.  Their  numbers 
should  represent  a  racially  varied  body 
that  reflects  the  diversity  of  Boston  as  a 
whole.  There  is  no  fault  in  this  opinion, 
as  Latin  is  a  public  school.  It  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  deny,  however,  that  Latin  is  also 
an  anomaly  among  public  schools. 

It  represents  something  bigger. 

As  the  administration  has  con¬ 
stantly  reminded  us,  the  influence  of 
Latin  is  not  only  felt  within  the  city  or 
in  the  greater  Boston  area,  but  on  a  na¬ 
tional  level  as  a  symbol  of  pubhc  educa¬ 
tion  in  all  of  America.  If  this  be  the  case, 
then  how  can  it  be  “wrong”  or  alarming 
that  a  portion  of  students  who  attend 
Latin  come  from  outside  the  city,  from 
private  and  parochial  schools?  These 
candidates  will  have  an  edge,  but  their 
mere  presence  in  a  testing  center  will 
not  change  Latin  so  dramatically  that 
in  one  fell  swoop  it  no  longer  becomes 
“a  viable  option  for  all  Boston  students, 
[just  one  for]  those  whose  families  that 
can  afford  to  spend  thousands  of  dollars 
on  top-notch  tutors  or  private  tuition.” 
The  truth  is,  Boston  Latin  has  never 
been  about  supporting  students  who 
have  money  or  “connections” — a  distinc¬ 
tion  it  wields  proudly  over  private  or 
independent  schools  such  as  Andover 
or  Exeter.  Latin  has  always  stood  for 


excellence  and  opportunity,  a  privilege 
accessible  to  all  those  who  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 

'  The  080,  or  the  Optimizing 
Student  Outcomes  group,  and  Exam 
School  Initiative  are  excellent  orga¬ 
nizations  whose  efforts  have  helped 
raise  awareness  among  Boston  Public 
School  students  and  families  about  the 
opportunities  available  at  Latin.  They 
do  outstanding  work  by  giving  students 
the  needed  academic  support  and  test 
preparation  to  gain  entrance  to  Latin, 
reaching  out  a  hand  to  those  bright  in¬ 
dividuals  who  may  need  an  extra  edge. 
Their  ultimate  goal  is  to  “level  the  play¬ 
ing  field”  so  that  a  more  diverse  pool  of 
students,  not  one  solely  composed  of 
private  or  parochial  school  graduates, 
enters  the  school. 

WTiat  troubles  many  is  not  OSO’s 
good  work  but  the  unspoken  rift  sepa¬ 
rating  the  Boston  PubUc  School  faction 
and  the  private  (“other”)  school  cluster. 
Lory  Hough’s  piece  “Who  Belongs  at 
Boston  Latin?”  seems  to  pit  the  two 
groups  against  one  another,  citing  the 
big  bad  wolf  of  parochial  and  private 
education  as  devouring  the  piglet  stu¬ 
dents,  the  underdogs  and  victims  of 
financial  bullying  and  Kaplan  pencils. 


No  one  is  a  victim  at  Latin.  Regardless 
of  what  support  a  student  may  have 
received  before  attending,  his  ultimate 
success  at  the  school  and.on  the  exam  is 
determined  by  one  factor  alone:  himself 
In  this  respect,  Latin  is  a  truly  humbling 
experience.  When  students  come  to  the 
school,  they  realize  quickly  that  their 
skills  from  past  experiences  may  have 
helped  them  pass  the  entrance  exam, 
but  to  pass  the  "departure"  exam,  they 
must  weather  the  academic  and  socid 
challenges  alone.  No  Kaplan  test  center 
or  parochial  school  uniform  will  make 
these  trials  any  easier. 

Many  people  argue  that  students 
who  can  afford  private  elementary 
school  should  stay  in  the  private  school 
system  or  remain  in  the  suburbs  under 
the  METCO  program.  Besides  the  ob¬ 
vious  financial  difference  between  one 
year  at  a  parochial  elementary  school 
and  one  year  at  an  independent  “college 
preparatory  academy,”  what  shame  is 
there  in  simply  wantingto  attend  Boston 
Latin?  No  private  school  experience  can 
rival  that  of  Boston  Latin,  for  better  or 
for  worse.  God  forbid  should  a  student 
wish  to  break  away  from  the  financial 
and  social  homogeneity  of  a  private 
school.  God  forbid  should  his  family 


move  to  Boston,  of  all  cities  in  the  world, 
during  the  summer. 

It  is  useless  to  derail  students  of 
different  backgrounds,  targeting  them 
as  "problems"  unworthy  of  Latin  School 
diplomas.  Already,  a  set  of  changes  has 
been  implemented:  students  can  no 
longer  take  the  exam  from  outside  the 
city  unless  their  family  has  moved  in  by 
February  instead  of  July  31.  This  change 
especially  hurts  those  students  who  are 
planning  to  move  to  Boston  during  the 
summer  and  searching  for  a  viable  educa¬ 
tional  opportunity.  While  the  number  of 
students  in  this  category  is  small,  if  Latin 
truly  is  a  national  symbol,  there  is  no 
reason  why  such  an  opportunity  should 
be  denied  to  them.  To  sing  Latin’s  own 
tune  of  diversity,  these  students  from 
other  regions  and  cities  no  doubt  bring 
cultural  diversity  to  the  environment. 

Cassandra  Kull  (I),  who  came  to 
Boston  Latin  in  ninth  grade  from  At¬ 
lanta,  Georgia,  is  one  of  these  students. 
$he  is  now  at  the  top  of  her  class,  an 
accomplished  athlete  and  an  invaluable 
member  of  the  school  community.  She 
comments  thoughtfully,  “In  my  opinion, 
this  restriction  is  another  stretch  of 
bureaucratic  red  tape  at  our  school.  It’s 
too  bad  that  someone  Uke  me,  with  full 
intentions  of  moving  to  Boston ...  can  no 
longer  apply  for  a  seat.  It  is  one  of  the 
disadvantages  of  operating  such  a  large 
system,  that  Latin  cannot  afford  to  deal 
with  people  who  are  not  yet  residents 
of  Boston.” 

It  will  be  impossible  to  eliminate 
an  edge  all  together  in  the  admissions 
pool;  there  always  will  be  students  will¬ 
ing  to  dish  out  the  extra  sum  for  test 
preparation.  The  best  solution  now  is 
to  "level  the  playing  field"  by  providing 
the  same  opportumties  to  disadvantaged 
students,  as  OSO  intends.  That  way  the 
true  "edge"  candidates  vrill  be  battling 
in  the  exam  room  will  not  be  a  financid 
one,  but  one  of  intelligence  and  abil¬ 
ity — that  the  smartest,  wittiest  and  most 
capable  will  prevail. 
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Minority  Report 


By  Lisa  Lavia,  I 

CovnuBiTiNG  Writer 


When  the  racial  quota  at  Boston 
Latin  School  was  challenged  a  decade 
ago,  it  failed  to  foreshadow  the  crisis  that 
would  occur  at  the  school  ten  years  later: 
a  sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  minority 
students  enrolled. 

Since  1997,  the  percentage  of  these 
students  at  Latin  has  dropped  by  an  av¬ 
erage  of  19  percent.  This  decline  is  the 
direct  result  of  the  quota  being  removed. 
Rather  than  have  acceptance  be  based 
solely  on  grades  and  test  scores  on  the 
Independent  Schools  Entrance  Exami¬ 
nation  (ISEE),  the  school  used  a  system 
through  which  a  certain  percentage  of 
the  most  talented  students  from  each 
racial  category  was  admitted.  Once  it  was 
removed,  however,  a  steep  drop  in  the 
number  of  black  and  Hispanic  students 
became  apparent,  leading  many  to  raise 
eyebrows  and  question  the  situation  at 
the  “school  on  the  hill." 

On  August  23,  the  Boston  Globe 
featured  a  front-page  article  entitled 
"Minority  Numbers  Plunge  at  Latin."  It 
was  later  a  topic  of  hot  debate  in  the  edi- 
torial/op-ed  section  when  a  Boston  Latin 
School  parent  and  Michael  Danziger, 
co-founder  of  Steppingstone,  a  program 
to  help  younger  students  succeed  aca¬ 
demically,  contributed  two  pieces  calling 
for  rapid  reform  at  Latin.  Such  an  issue 
should  not  be  allowed  to  sink  back  into 
obscurity  now  just  because  our  school  is 


out  of  the  spotlight  once  again. 

Compared  to  the  two  other  exam 
schools  in  the  city,  Boston  Latin  Academy 
and  the  John  D.  O’Bryant,  Boston  Latin 
School  traditionally  has  had  the  most 
rigorous  admission  standards.  Yet  these 
other  two  institutions  still  have  strong 
minority  enrollment  although  their  quo¬ 
tas  have  been  removed. 

So  what’s  the  problem  at  Latin? 

Many  school  officials  have  tried  to 
explain  this  phenomenon  by  citing  ex¬ 
amples  of  students  who  can  afford  expen¬ 
sive  test  preparation  and  who  elbow  out 
minority  candidates.  Others  recognize 
that  applying  to  exam  schools,  especially 
Boston  Latin  School,  is  not  promoted 
enough  in  the  school  system  as  a  whole; 
the  majority  of  public  school  students 
who  do  enroll  at  Latin  tend  to  come  from 
select  few  "feeder"  middle  schools.  For 
example,  a  good  percentage  of  an  entering 
seventh  grade  class  is  made  up  of  students 
from  a  Boston  Public  School’s  Advanced 
Work  Class,  to  which  a  student  has  to 
apply  in  the  first  place.  Moreover,  while 
minorities  make  up  the  majority  of  the 
Boston  Public  School  population,  black 
and  Hispanic  sudents  are  less  than  17 
percent  of  the  population  at  Latin. 

Because  there  is  such  an  abimdance 
of  unrecognized  but  talented  students  in 
the  school  system,  it  is  imperative  that 
they  be  exposed  to  the  opportunities 
available  at  our  school.  Many,  oblivious 
to  the  admission  requirements  and  guide¬ 
lines,  are  completely  imaware  that  Boston 


Latin  is  even  an  option.  They  need  to  be 
informed  about  what  is  expected  of  them 
academically  and  what  they  need  to  do 
to  survive — and  thrive — in  such  a  com¬ 
petitive  atmosphere.  Students  at  Latin 
School  know  that  an  education  here  is  a 
six-year  commitment — and  unfortunately, 
not  everyone  makes  it  out  of  Latin  in  six 
years.  Given  the  proper  information  and 
preparation,  there  is  no  reason  why  any 
student  bright  enough  should  not  be  able 
to  attend  and  succeed  at  Latin. 

Some  programs,  such  as  Stepping- 
stone,  provide  effective  preparation  and 
support  for  students  with  aspirations 
of  attending  Boston  Latin  School.  The 
school  administration  has  also  made  eff 
forts  to  increase  minority  enrollment  by 
funding  summer  tutorials  for  prospec¬ 
tive  students.  Recently,  a  program  was 
initiated  by  teachers  at  Latin  School 
to  address  the  decline  in  the  minority 
population  by  providing  their  services 
in  tutoring  and  circulating  information. 
These  programs  not  only  help  spread 
the  word  about  Latin,  but  also  promote 
the  idea  that  admission  into  a  top  school 
is  not  solely  for  people  who  can  afford 
to  pay  for  expensive  test  preparation 
programs. 

As  we  head  into  a  new  school  year 
and  a  new  wave  of  sixth  and  eighth  grad¬ 
ers  line  up  to  take  the  exam,  we  cannot 
overlook  the  minority  students.  Boston 
Latin  is  a  school  that  has  traditionally 
upheld  equal  opportunity;  we  need  to 
make  sure  this  tradition  continues. 


While  You  Were  Out 


By  Anneke  Schwob,  I 

Forum  Editor 


Entering  Boston  Latin  School  on 
September  8  after  a  summer  of  light  re¬ 
laxation  and  failure  to  complete  summer 
reading  reports,  most  students  expect 
life  to  pick  itself  up,  dust  itself  off  and 
plod  on  much  as  it  always  did,  complete 
with  the  depressingly  boring  classes,  el¬ 
ephantine  workloads,  and  yes,  appalling 
mold-green  lockers.  Boy,  were  they  ever 
in  for  a  shock.  Ecstatic  cries  of  greeting 
exchanged  between  friends  (“Ohmigod! 
You  look  so  tan/cute/fat/ugly/different!”) 
now  had  a  coda:  “Have  you  seen  the  [fre¬ 
quently  expletive  deleted!  lockers?” 

In  true  "While  Y)u  Were  Out"  fash¬ 
ion,  Boston  Latin  had  undergone  a  make¬ 
over.  The  lockers,  which  had  previously 
been  painted  in  hideous,  yet  familiar, 
shades  of  moss,  pea  or  khaki,  were  now 
a  vivid,  spirited  and  possibly  even  more 
hideous,  QueenEye-For-The-Straight- 
Guy-purple.  Adjectives  abounded:  mauve, 
viole[n}t,  lavender,  disgusting,  appalling, 
“kind  of  cute,  actually,”  but  everyone 
managed  to  agree  on  one  thing:  “This  is 
totally  about  accreditation,  isn’t  it?” 

Yes.  Yes,  it  is.  As  everyone  and  their 
toy  poodle  are  now  aware,  this  October 
Boston  Latin  School  will  be  undergoing 
the  process  of  accreditation  by  the  New 
England  Association  of  Schools  and  Col¬ 
leges.  I  will  not  bore  you  all  to  tears  by 
explaining  (again)  what  accreditation  is. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  this  committee  of 
concerned  individuals  is  single-handedly 
responsible  for  determining  whether  or 
not  Boston  Latin  has  the  academic  chops 
to,  well,  exist.  No  wonder  why  the  admin¬ 
istration  is  worried. 

The  question  being:  what  exactly 
does  this  have  to  do  with  the  lockers? 
.Or  the  radiators  in  the  bathrooms, 
which  have  recently  bceu  redone  in  new 
dark  purple  sh^dje  -pf  vile?  Or  the,  lights 
over  the  almost  totally  defunct  bulletin 
boards?  What  exactly  does  any  of  this 


have  to  do  with  Latin  School  losing  (or 
retaining)  its  accredited  status?  Last  I 
checked,  the  accreditation  group  was 
purely  concerned  with  how  well  we  at 
BLS  were  being  educated.  The  old  lockers 
might  have  been  ugly,  but  they  certainly 
did  not  interfere  with  our  achievement  of 
a  “contemporary  classical  education.” 


“I  thought  they  were  inspiring, 
actually,”  sighs  Lisa  Jing  (I).  “After  see¬ 
ing  the  [green]  lockers,  I  felt  inspired 
to  go  forth  and  create:  it  was  like  they 
said,  ‘\bu  have  to  make  the  best  of  what 
you’ve  been  given.’  I  really  felt  that,  in 
that  way,  they  reflected  the  diversity  of 
our  environment.  I  mean,  not  everything 
is  [emetic]  purple,  you  know?”  Others 
share  Jing’s  sentiments.  Jacob  Meister 
(IV)  states  that  “the  [green  ones]  actu¬ 
ally  helped  me  to  concentrate.  Maybe  it 
was  paint  additives?”  Dangerous  chemi¬ 
cals  aside,  few  seem  to  find  the  locker 
change  refreshing.  “They’re — heh  heh 
heh — stupid,”  chuckled  a  student  who 
prefers  to' remain  anonymous,  referring 
■fd  'the  updafed-stoi'agd-  faciiitie$^.' “Plus, 
they’shi^'bdd.'’'' ■ '  '  •  '' 

Ciould  it  be  that  there  is  something 


the  administration  isn’t  telling  us?  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  school’s  ability  to  educate, 
do  the  accreditors  also  measure  Boston 
Latin’s  ability  to  elicit  olfactory  distress 
in  its  students?  (Presumably  not.)  Are 
we  in  fact  being  judged  on  our  interior 
decorating  sensibilities?  (I  truly  hope 
not.)  Or  could  it  be  that  the  administra¬ 
tion  is  concentrating  all  its  efforts  on 
superficial  changes  in  order  to  avoid 
making  the  administrative  and  academic 
changes  that  the  school  so  desperately 
needs?  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  beUeve 
we  have  a  winner. 

The  unfortunate  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that,  while  Boston  Latin  can 
boast  of  many  advantages  that  other 
schools  dream  not  of — ^generous  alumni, 
a  truly  prodigious  endowment,  and,  let’s 
face  it,  tradition — we  have  just  as  many 
problems.  For  every  brflliant,  dedicated 
teacher,  there  is  one  counting  the  days 
until  retirement  while  their  students 
suffer.  For  every  class  that  stimulates 
and  encourages,  there  is  one  where  the 
students  are  lost,  confused  or  just  plain 
bored.  The  administration  will  not — can¬ 
not,  at  times — make  the  regime  changes 
that  will  truly  breathe  new  academic 
life  into  this  school.  Their  hands  are 
tied  by  the  Boston  Teachers  Union,  the 
overwhelming  might  of  centuries  of 
tradition  and,  occasionally,  true  oblivi¬ 
ousness.  They  compensate  by  making 
pointless,  supposedly  aesthetic  changes, 
in  an  effort  to  cover  up  the  school’s  other 
shortcomings. 

We  need  to  stop  deluding  oiuselves. 
Just  because  we  all  know  that  we  will 
achieve  accreditation  without  breaking 
too  much  of  a  sweat  is  no  reason  to  be 
complacent.  We  should  take  the  op¬ 
portunity  that  the  accreditation  and  its 
aftermath  offer  to  change  this  school  for 
thqbetter,  .to  really  assess  which  teachers 
aiid  ,<‘,l^.ses  need  to  bq  ^hwged  rpsi;rpc- 
iprfc]:'  wp,roypt[.  A,ac}.,p[egse, .please, 
please  repaint  the  lockers. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Young'ns 


By  Queen  Arsem-O’Malley,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


After  two  years  of  hard  work, 
finally,  I’m  an  upperclassman. 

Wait...  what?  I’m  not?  Oh. 
Darn. 

After  two  years  of  hard  work,  I 
finally  get  to  drag  myself  up  three 
flights  of  stairs  at  7:30  in  the  morning 
every  day.  As  far  as  I  can  tell,  Boston 
Latin  School  as  a  ninth  grader  ^ant, 
pant)  is  pretty  much  {too  many..,  stairs) 
the  same  as  it  was  (gasp)  as  a  sixie  or 
fivesie,  but  with  {almost  there. ..goingto 
expire...)  more  stairs  {faint). 

Stairs  aside,  Boston  Latin  is 
a  good  school.  But  no,  it’s  not  the 
we’re-the-absolute-wonderfullest- 
school-in-the-history-of-tfae-world 
school  some  people  may  lead  you  to 
believe.  Just  like  any  other  school, 
BLS  has  good  parts  and  bad,  as  well 
as  quite  a  few  newly  painted  ones. 
Some  people  focus  on  the  school’s  il¬ 
lustrious  centuries  of  educating  young 
minds — we’ve  all  heard  the  “When  I 
was  at  BLS...”  speech.  As  I  wasn’t  at 
BLS  years  ago,  I  couldn’t  tell  you  if  it’s 
easier  now  or  worse,  biit  it’s  been  hard 
work  the  last  two  years:  stressful,  late- 
night,  occasionally  i>anic-inducing 
hard  work.  Well,  we  were  warned.  And 
we’ve  been  warned;  it’s  only  going  to 
get  worse  as  we  enter  the  world  of  the 
legitimate  upperclassmen.  Thank  God 
for  chocolate. 

Ah,  chocolate...  which  puts  me 
in  mind  of  another  C.  C  for  College. 
College  is  obviously  going  to,  be  im¬ 
portant  to  a  school  that  credits  itself 
as  a  college  prep  school.  Perhaps, 
however,  it’s  a  little  too  important? 
According  to  the  hallowed  Mission 
Statement,  “successful  college  stud¬ 
ies”  are  our  primary  goal,  perhaps 
because  they’re  the  nearest,  but  also 
because  they’re  the  most  important 
to  the  school.  Although  planning  for 
the  future  is  important,  BLS  never, 
never,  never  lets  you  forget  the  goal 
is  college.  Is  your  GPA  good  enough 
for  the  Ivy  League?  Extracurricular 
activities  are  important...  if  they 
help  your  chances  toward  college. 
I  remember  the 'second  time  I  was 
called  to  the  guidance  office  as  a 
sixie — right  around  the  time  I  had 
begun  to  figure  out  which  floor  was 
which.  What  was  I  spoken  to  about? 
Guess.  Just  guess.  That’s  right.  I  was 
shown  a  college  application  and  told 
to  think  about  extracurriculars  and 
community  service.  Scarred,  I  tell 
you.  Scarred  for  life. 

Despite  that  slightly  mania¬ 
cal  obsession,  and  a  few  subpar,  but 
unavoidable  teachers  that  even  the 
most  elite  of  private  schools  have 
to  endure,  BLS  is  pretty  good.  This 
year,  three  out  of  six  of  my  academic 
teachers  are  BLS  graduates.  Clearly, 
they  must  be  doing  something  right. 
(Maybe  the  brainwashing  has  started 
to  work?) 

As  an  underclassman  (I’m  really 
beginning  to  despise  that  word),  BLS 
means  a  lot  of  things.  It  means  three 
flights  of  stairs  in  the  morning,  re¬ 
membering  sixie/fivesie  experiences, 
like  crazy  Final  Fridays  ending  with 
JP  Licks,  Peter  Pan,  Connections, 
some  fun  times  and  B-sies;  BLS  means 
after  school  in  the  library  and  finally 
getting  teachers  I’ve  heard  about  for 
ages,  and...  four  more  years  to  go? 
No  way.  Three  ye'airs  afid  riinq  pionths 
U.how  1  like  to  think  about  if.  And 
It  is— quite  ii't':‘ralIy-^-'alI  tlowrisfaifs 
from  lu  re. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


-  Forum  - 

Vacation  Termination 


By  Daniella  Colb,  I 

STAtT  Writer 


Swimming,  tanning  on  the  beach, 
going  to  the  movies  with  friends,  sleep¬ 
ing  in,  forgetting  responsibilities ...  how 
very  quaint  and  old-fashioned. 

Forget  lazy,  calming  summers.  Wel¬ 
come  to  the  summer  of  the  zist  century. 
During  this  time,  it  is  a  crime  against  hu¬ 
manity  for  high-schoolers  to  fritter  away 
time  in  actual  relaxation.  Instead,  there 
are  more  “suitable”  options  for  utiliz¬ 
ing  these  two  months  of  freedom.  Jobs, 
internships,  summer  school,  advanced 
classes:  these  are  the  summer  pastimes 
of  our  generation.  No  longer  is  summer 
vacation  a  time  to  revel  in  the  simple, 
trivial  joys  of  youth.  Instead,  it  is  a  time 
of  discipline,  academic  growth  and  new¬ 
fangled  transcript-enhancement. 

It  is  bitterly  funny  to  think  back 
on  a  time  when  we  were  not  expected  to 
“accomplish”  something  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Was  it  three  years  ago?  Four?  Five? 


When  was  the  last  time  students  were 
allowed  to  treat  their  summers  as  recu¬ 
peration  time,  rather  than  a  two-month 
period  to  pad  resumes  in  anticipation  of 
college  applications? 

I  think  I  speak  for  the  majority  at 
Latin  School  when  I  say  that  we’re  not 
exactly  allowed  much  time  to  ourselves 
during  the  school  year.  After  school? 
Forget  it.  All  our  time  is  booked  up  with 
jobs,  extracurricular  activities,  volun¬ 
teer  work,  and,  of  course,  three  to  five 
hours  of  homework.  Weekends?  Dream 
on.  While  the  outside  world  views  the 
weekend  as  period  of  recovery  after  a 
long  week,  wiser  students  know  bet¬ 
ter.  Since  students  need  not  set  foot  in 
school  for  a  full  48  hours,  teachers  will 
overcompensate  by  assigning  papers, 
projects  and  lengthy  assignments  that 
will  frequently  be  due  early  the  next 
week.  The  average  student  would  cer 
tainly  lose  his  mind  in  such  a  stressful 
environment  were  it  not  for  the  promise 
of  Summer.  Summer — that  delicious 


two-month  period  when  the  sky  is  a 
student’s  only  classroom,  when  he  need 
not  commit  himself  to  anything  that 
does  not  please  him. 

Summer  is  a  time  for  high-school¬ 
ers,  emotionally  and  mentally  drained 
by  the  obligations  of  the  school  year, 
to  rediscover  their  youth.  They  should 
be,  like  the  movies  promise,  having  the 
“time  of  their  lives.”  It  is  a  time  for 
them  to  indulge  in  simple  things  that 
are  often  sacrificed  in  the  name  of  more 
“important”  pursuits  during  the  school 
year.  The  summer  is  a  time  for  students 
to  enjoy  themselves  without  restraint. 

Nowadays,  however,  as  more  and 
more  students  believe  that  they  have 
something  to  prove,  they  sacrifice  their 
summers  in  order  to  partake  in  activi¬ 
ties  requiring  commitments  similar  to 
those  of  school.  Extension  classes,  jobs 
and  internships  all  require  a  student  to 
surrender  the  freedom  that  comes  with 
these  precious  two  months.  Often,  these 
activities  will  not  only  bore  them,  but 


make  them  pine  for  the  leisure  that 
summer  is  meant  to  offer.  Despite  such 
feelings,  students  will  grit  their  teeth 
and  bear  it,  because  they  know  that  it 
gives  them  a  collegiate  boost.  Students 
will  commit  themselves  to  a  series  of 
unpleasant,  but  “impressive,”  activities, 
in  the  hopes  that  they  will  provide  them 
with  long-term  advantages. 

Certainly,  I  do  not  begrudge 
people  their  academic  pursuits  in  the 
summertime  if  the  activities  bring  them 
pleasure.  If  the  work  that  a  student  does 
over  the  summer  excites  him,  I  certainly 
do  not  begrudge  him.  There  is,  however, 
something  unhealthy  about  a  student 
sacrificing  his  summers  to  commit  him¬ 
self  to  more  uninteresting,  stressful  en¬ 
deavors.  Whatever  these  students  may 
gain  in  adding  a  few  more  activities  to 
their  resumes,  they  ultimately  miss  out 
on  being  teenagers.  When  their  school 
years  are  behind  them,  they  will  look 
back  and  regret  having  been  so  quick 
and  careless  in  giving  them  up. 


Militant  Recruitment 


By  Andrew  Klein,  HI 

Staff  Writer 


Our  mission  statement  declares 
that  Boston  Latin  School  seeks  to  pre¬ 
pare  its  students  “for  successful  colleges 
studies.”  At  our  prestigious  high  school, 
we  are  fortunate  enough  to  send  close 
to  too  percent  of  our  graduating  seniors 
to  college.  For  this  reason,  you  won’t  see 
many  military  recruiters  lurking  around 
our  corridors.  Other  high  schools  are 
not  so  fortunate.  In  a  2004  Boston  Globe 
article,  Charlie  Savage  stated  that  “local 
recruiters  use  a  computer  system  that 
combines  socioeconomic  data  from  the 
census,  high  school  recruiting  data  for 
all  four  services  (army,  navy,  marines,  air 
force),  ZIP  codes  with  high  numbers 
of  young  adults,  and  other  information 
to  identify  the  likeliest  candidates.”  In 
other  words,  the  military  chooses  to 
target  schools  with  students  who  would 
be  most  likely  to  enlist. 

The  fact  is  that  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  heavily  recruited  students 
Uve  below  the  poverty  line.  Recruiters 
use  propaganda  to  attract  impoverished 
teens,  such  as  offering  job  training  and 
money  for  college  tuition.  After  the  mih- 
tary  has  the  recruits  it  needs,  however, 
it  doesn’t  follow  through  on  its  pledges. 


In  a  recent  poll,  the  majority  of  veterans 
stated  that  the  job  training  they  received 
did  not  prepare  them  for  a  career  outside 
the  military  and  that  they,  for  many  rea¬ 
sons,  were  not  able  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  college  fund. 

Under  the  looming  shadow  of 
the  war  in  Iraq,  the  United  States  has 
struggled  to  enlist  enough  people  to  meet 
mihtary  quotas.  This  has  caused  the  mUi- 
tary  to  drastically  lower  its  standards  for 
recruitment  and  redefine  its  admissions 
policy  The  military  has  decided  to  enlist 
25  percent  more  high  school  dropouts  and 
33  percent  more  students  who  had  bor 
derline  scores  on  a  service  aptitude  test. 
At  Charlestown  Fligh  School,  many  new 
immigrant  students  were  automatically 
enrolled  in  the  JROTC  (Junior  Reserve 
Officers’  Training  Corps)  program. 

The  presence  of  the  military  is 
dominant  in  many  high  schools  and  in 
general  day-to-day  life.  The  military 
spends  approximately  $290  billion  a  year 
on  advertising.  With  a  limited  number  of 
soldiers  and  vast  pubhc  disapproval  of  the 
instatement  of  military  draft,  recruiters 
are  trying  harder  than  ever  to  get  people 
to  enhst.  This  general  lack  of  soldiers, 
though,  does  not  give  the  military  leave 
to  use  such  opportunistic  practices  in  a 
bid  to  increase  their  numbers.  In  a  2005 


New  York  Times  article.  Bob  Herbert 
describes  a  handbook  suggesting  that 
recruiters  target  student  activities  such 
as  homecoming  dances  and  athletic 
practices  to  entice  possible  enlistees. 
It  even  suggests  seeking  guidance  from 
the  “popular”  students  about  those  most 
likely  to  join  the  military.  Such  predatory 
behavior  is  not  befitting  of  one  of  the 
United  States’  foremost  organizations. 

A  provision  of  President  Bush’s  No 
Child  Left  Behind  Act  requires  school 
districts  to  provide  military  recruiters 
with  student  contact  information  or  else 
risk  losing  millions  in  federal  education 
funding.  Parents  or  students  over  18  can 
“opt  out”  by  submitting  a  written  request 
(included  in  our  student  handbook)  to 
keep  the  information  private  from  the 
military.  Approximately  85  percent  of  the 
studens  in  grades  9  to  12  at  Latin  made  this 
choice.  Even  with  the  legal  possibility  of 
“opting  out,”  many  people  still  ques¬ 
tion  whether  schools  truly  and  clearly 
express  this  message  to  students  or  if 
the  school  should  be  responsible  at  all 
for  tallying  these  statistics.  In  fact,  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  sued 
the  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  school 
system  last  May  on  the  basis  that  it  did 
not  notify  parents  and  students  of  this 
“opting  out”  option. 


Despite  the  bleak  past  of  military 
recruiting,  its  future  may  be  regarded 
with  some  optimism.  Congress  members 
are  attempting  to  sponsor  a  bill  proposed 
by  California  representative  Michael 
Honda  that  would  require  parents  to 
express  written  consent  in  order  to  be 
contacted  by  recruiters.  This  would  re¬ 
verse  the  current  system  and  seriously 
cut  down  on  recruiting  harassment.  Nine 
Massachusetts  congressmen  and  women 
are  among  the  64  members  (as  of  March 
24, 2005)  that  have  petitioned  for  the  bill 
in  Congress. 

Boston  Latin  is  lucky.  Our  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  college-oriented,  well-funded 
secondary  school  spares  us  from  a  flood 
of  military  recruiters.  But  other  schools, 
with  less  affluent  alumni  and  fewer  col¬ 
lege-bound  seniors,  are  not  so  fortunate. 
Their  students  are  subjected  to  repeated 
and  intense  harassment  by  recruiters, 
who  often  use  peer  pressure  and  devious 
techniques  to  increase  their  numbers. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  important  to  spread 
the  word  to  others  and  to  take  a  stand 
against  this  flawed  system.  While  some 
students  will  indeed  find  their  futures  in 
the  military,  the  decision  to  enhst  must 
be  left  to  the  students  themselves,  and 
not  be  the  result  of  underhanded  recruit¬ 
ment  techniques. 


Accreditation:  It's  a  Group  of  People 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  III 

CONTRIBIJTING  WRITER 


Public  schools  are  semi-inde¬ 
pendent  entities,  connected  to  their 
respective  governments  by  the  constant 
demand  for  better  funding.  If  schools 
do  not  fear  the  educational  budget 
committee,  however,  then  they  should 
fear  this:  private,  nationally  recognized 
accreditation  groups.  Either  a  school 
is  reaccredited,  or  for  the  next  several 
years,  its  diplomas  are  worth  no  more 
than  toilet  paper.  This  year,  it  is  our  turn 
to  be  examined  in  minute  detail  by  the 
New  England  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges,  our  local  accreditation 
committee. 

It  is  no  mystery,  then,  why 
Head  Master  (iornelia  Kelley  and  the 
assistant  head  masters  are  so  tense.  They 


are  constantly  on  the  watch  for  even 
minor  infractions.  As  one  of  my  teach¬ 
ers  said,  “If  Ms.  Kelley,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr. 
Flynn  or  Ms.  Russell  catches  you  in  the 
hallway  eating  or  drinking,  he  or  she  will 
‘murder’  you.  If  you  are  caught  with  an 
uncovered  book,  it  will  be  immediately 
confiscated  and  disappear.”  This  scrutiny 
places  undue  stress  on  students.  We  are 
instructed  to  memorize  the  mission 
statement,  for  example,  so  we  can  all 
do  the  little  song  and  dance  when  it  is 
demanded.  What’s  the  deal? 

Because  the  US.  Department  of 
Education  was  not  granted  the  power 
to  accredit  schools,  private  committees 
were  formed  by  schools  in  many  differ 
ent  regions.  These  committees  receive 
funding  from  their  member  schools, 
which  they  are  supposed  to  aiccredit  for 
the  sake  of  cnllegt  admissions  boards. 


This  is  perhaps  the  committees’  biggest 
problem:  they  must  strike  a  balance 
between  granting  accreditation  and 
receiving  fonding. 

Even  more  significant,  though,  is 
that  to  an  extent  the  process  itself  is 
flawed.  The  committee  sends  faculty 
members  of  other  NEASC  schools  to 
the  school  that  is  being  accredited.  They 
shadow  students,  talk  to  them  during 
lunch  and  interview  select  members  of 
each  class.  They  also  observe  the  school’s 
facilities,  academics  and  extracurricular 
activities.  The  school  may  not  receive 
good  marks  in  these  areas  due  to  tight 
budgets,  labor  disputes  or  location,  for 
example.  Also,  if  the  team  happens  to 
shadow  a  student  of  questionable  behav¬ 
ior,  then  a  poor  first  impression  may  be 
initially  the  school  overall.  No  matter 
how  carefully  the  process  is  carried  out. 


unfortunately,  it  is  impossible  to  under 
stand  a  school  completely  with  only  a 
few  days  of  direct  observation. 

Logically,  accreditation  can  be 
compared  to  inductive  reasoning,  a  gen¬ 
eral  conclusion  nfade  from  a  few  pieces 
of  evidence.  I  admit  that  it  is  impossible 
to  observe  first-hand  an  entire  school 
and  all  of  its  aspects  in  less  than  a  we-. 
The  conclusion  that  the  accreditair  n 
team  makes,  however,  is  based  bof-  •'.! 
observation  and  supplementary  iT'. 
rial.  If  the  accreditation  decision 
probation,  then  the  students  of  that  ht^' 
school  have  their  dreams  crushed. 

The  purpose  of  accreditation  is 
to  reward  the  excellent  schools  and  to 
encourage  the  less  successful  schools  to 
improve.  If  only  there  were  a  way  for 
a  school's  true  personality  to  be  show¬ 
cased  in  such  a  short  time. 
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Dude,  Where's  My  Homecoming? 


By  Yucong  Ma,  I 

A&E  Editor 


When  I  was  eight  years  old,  the  high 
schooler  I  idolized  the  most  was  Elizabeth 
Wakefield.  She  had  golden  blond  hair, 
sea-green  eyes  and  a  f6"  perfect  figure. 
Elizabeth,  a  budding  journalist,  edited  her 
school  newspaper;  she  drove  a  convertible 
with  her  sister  Jessica  to  school  every 
morning,  ate  lunch  outside  on  the  grass 
and  enjoyed  going  to  Homecoming  with 
her  boyfriend  Todd. 

This  was  the  world  of  Sweet  Val¬ 
ley  High  in  Sweet  Valley,  California,  and 
somehow,  through  all  my  years  of  school,  I 
never  stopped  doubting  that  my  own  high 
school  experience  would  bear  a  strong 
similarity  to  Elizabeth’s.  Never  mind  that 
I  did  not  live  in  California,  that  my  par 
ents  barely  had  enough  money  for  one  car 
and  that  I  was,  and  still  am,  not  quite  sure 
of  what  Homecoming  actually  is — still,  I 
hoped  that,  in  all  the  essentials,  our  lives 
would  be  the  same. 

Now,  nine  years  later,  on  the  cusp  of 
graduation,  about  to  be  released  from  our 
seemingly-interminable  secondary  educa¬ 
tion,  I  am  horrified  to  realize  that  we  have 
all  been  deprived,  nay,  cheated  out  of  an 
ordinary  four  years  of  high  school. 

In  many  ways,  of  course,  our  high 
school  is  just  like  the  infamous  Sweet  Val¬ 
ley  High.  The  first  thing  I  discovered  was 
that,  despite  the  school’s  somewhat  ter 


rifying  reputation,  I  could  actually  make 
friends  here.  As  at  every  other  school, 
some  classes  were  enjoyable,  others  te¬ 
dious  and  lackluster;  some  teachers  were 
absolutely  phenomenal,  yet  others  a  dis¬ 
grace  to  the  human  race.  That  said,  Boston 
Latin  was  in  the  possession  of  some  quirks 


other  ways,  it  seemed  perfectly  normal. 
The  only  detectable  difference  was  the 
general  nerdiness  of  the  kids  I  enjoyed 
hanging  qut  with. 

It  took  two  or  three  years,  but 
eventually,  I  started  to  realize  that  my 
high  school  was  by  no  means  what 


you  would  call  ordinary. 

I  didn’t  understand  why 
my  classmates  at  nearby 
schools  had  no  purple 
agenda  books — some  stu¬ 
dents  made  do  without 
that  agenda  for  the  whole 
year,  to  others  like  me  it 
was  regarded  as  a  Bible. 
Kids  looked  at  me  askance 
when  I  mentioned  at¬ 
tending  our  sophomore 
semi  at  the  Fairmont  Co¬ 
pley  Hotel;  it  almost  led 
me  to  question  myself 
Where  was  the  infamous 
streamer-and-balloon- 
festooned  gym?  I  was  also  apparently 
not  supposed  to  have  more  than  four  Ad¬ 
vanced  Placement  courses  offered  at  my 
school.  The  entire  affair  culminated  last 
summer  when  a  group  of  well-intentioned 
friends  sat  me  down  gently  but  firmly  to 
watch  the  entirety  of  Mean  Girls,  starring 
Lindsay  Lohan,  and  interjected  at  differ 


school  is  like. 

Oh,  and  only  one  person  is  ever  sup¬ 
posed  to  go  to  Harvard  in  a  normal  high 
school:  the  valedictorian. 

Some  secret,  rebellious  part  of  me 
wants  to  go  on  a  strike  and  lead  a  petition 
for  a  Homecoming  dance,  relaxed  open- 
campus  lunches,  parking  privileges  and 
Home  Economics,  but — and  here  comes 


the  inevitable  but,  the  one  we  were  all 
expecting — I  would  not  have  had  it  any 
other  way. 

The  best  part  about  Latin  School 
was  how  unpredictable  these  six  years 
have  actually  been.  From  hating  almost 
everything  about  my  Latin  teacher’s 
circle-box-and-underline  system  in  sev¬ 
enth  grade,  I  came  to  grudgingly  tolerate 
Caesar’s  endless  paragraphs,  love  Ovid’s 
word  pictures  and  worship  Vergil’s  word¬ 
play.  As  a  result,  though  my  class  is  the 
first  class  not  required  to  take  five  years 
of  Latin,  I  will  actually  be  completing  the 
full  six.  I  don’t  know  where  else  I  would 
have  such  a  strong  love-hate  relationship, 
learn  to  take  it  all  seriously  while  laughing 
at  myself  and  not  only  make  do  but  feel 
better  on  four  hours  of  sleep  rather  than 
eight.  Some  of  my  Sweet  Valley  dreams 
from  childhood  were  even  realized.  As¬ 
piring  to  be  like  Elizabeth  Wakefield,  the 
newspaper  editor,  proved  not  to  be  in  vain. 
Today,  I  spend  one  week  every  month 
agonizing  over  paraphrasing,  capitaliza¬ 
tion  and  word  counts  for  at  least  three 
hours  a  day. 

If  for  nothing  else,  only  this  high 
school  could  have  taught  us  all  of  these 
survival  skills:  how  to  scale  four  flights 
of  stairs  with  a  30-pound  dead-weight  on 
your  back,  how  to  shut  off  your  bladder 
during  and  after  school  and  perhaps  most 
importantly,  how  to  squeeze  25  hours  out 
of  a  single  day 


we  quickly  recognized:  this  woman  whom 
we  called  “headmaster”  (not  “principal”)  ent  points,  “Now  that’s  what  real  high 
was  actually  serious  about  wanting  us  to 
look  to  our  left  and  look  to  our  right.  In 


Got  Projects? 


By  Mary  Hong,  I 

Copy  Editor 


Not  long  ago,  students  at  Boston 
Latin  School  were  subject  to  the  “science 
project,”  a  terrifying  ordeal  which  struck 
fear  in  the  hearts  of  even  the  most  tal¬ 
ented.  Well,  not  anymore.  The  science  de¬ 
partment  has  decided  to  change  its  policy 
this  year  and  no  longer  require  projects 
for  students  taking  a  science  course.  The 
new  measure  is  a  shrewd  one,  although 
it  brings  with  it  tradeoffs  which  require 
some  complementary  measures. 

For  those  who  are  not  scientifically 
talented  or  those  who  just  don’t  have  the 
tr  ne,  science  projects  are  a  pain.  On  top 
o  :a:hoolwork,  there  looms  a  huge  project 
complete  with  abstract,  experimentation, 
posters  and  slide  shows.  Yes,  you  could 
completely  botch  it,  but  then  your  grade 
suffers.  It  is  merely  common  sense,  how¬ 
ever,  that  motivation  and  originality  are 
two  qualities  that  cannot  be  forced.  Yet, 
they  are  the  underpinnings  of  a  successful 
project.  With  looming  deadlines,  reports 
end  up  sacrificing  quality  in  favor  of  fluff. 
Some  reports  look  beautiful,  but  upon 
closer  inspection,  they  contain  nothing 
more  than  cooking  experiments  gone 
wrong  or  no-brainers  like  “how  does  add- 
sugar  affect  the  taste  of  a  chocolate 
diip  cookie?”  or  “WEat  happens  when 
yoo  don’t  water  a  plant  for  two  weeks?” 
Wb'D  people  are  unmotivated,  it  shows 
ia  tf  J  quality  of  the  work — just  think  of 
t?  ■  Jiger  you  feel  when  a  teacher  assigns 
I  leets  of  busywork. 

rhis  new  policy  comes  with  a  siz- 
;aveat,  though:  in  not  requiring  sci- 
projects,  the  school  must  be  careful 
:o  eliminate  them  altogether.  Most 
,  at  some  point  have  done  something 
ecause  it  was  required,  then  surprisingly 
ime  to  like  it  and  continued  to  pursue 
It  is  the  school’s  responsibility  in  part 
<■0  stimulate  student  learning  and  create 
ll-rounded  individuals.  Even  if  they 
no  longer  required,  science  projects 


should  still  be  strongly  encouraged;  doing 
a  science  project  is  a  unique  experience 
that  can  teach  many  life-long  skills.  The 
pressure  that  comes  with  developing 
an  original  idea  or  finding  a  relatively 
original  topic  to  research  may  discourage 
some,  but  then  again,  that  is  exactly  what 
science  is  about:  the  frustration  and  the 
heady  successes.  Moreover,  doing  a  sci¬ 
ence  project  is  one  of  the  closest  experi¬ 
ences  a  student  can  get  to  the  “real  world” 
while  still  in  high  school.  Coming  up  with 
a  good  idea,  hopefully  an  applicable  and 
meaningful  one,  is  something  research¬ 
ers  are  faced  with  every  day.  Actually 
designing  and  carefully  carrying  out  the 
project  itself  is  yet  another  test  in  time 
management  and  critical  thinking.  Some 
people  consider  having  to  take  copious 
and  detailed  scientific  notes  tedious,  but 
again,  in  the  real  world,  in  any  field,  it  is 
the  foundation  for  good  work. 

In  order  to  motivate  students  to  at 
least  try  out  science  projects,  it  is  critical 
that  a  compromise  be  made.  Science  proj¬ 
ects  should  remain  an  official  part  of  the 
academic  program,  but  not  a  mandatory 
or  prolonged  one.  One  solution  is  the  re¬ 
instatement  of  a  project  requirement  for 
underclassmen  with  an  adequate  support 
system  in  place,  perhaps  through  a  more 
inclusive  mentoring  program,  to  make  the 
experience  as  useful  and  stimulating  as 
possible.  Veterans  of  science  projects  can 
be  called  in  as  volunteers  to  help  out  and 
share  their  insight. 

One  very  effective  policy  some 
teachers  have  adopted  is  to  give  their  stu¬ 
dents  a  choice  between  a  science  project 
and  another  assignment.  For  example, 
Mr.  Aaron  Osowiecki,  a  physics  teacher, 
allows  his  students  to  do  a  book  report 
in  lieu  of  a  science  project.  The  science 
department  should  consider  adopting  a 
similar  one.  After  all,  granting  freedom 
as  well  as  responsibility  to  students  is 
surely  not  incompatible  with  promoting 
increased  interest  and  understanding  in 
the  sciences. 


BLStress™ 


By  Kareem  Napier,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


“It’s  ten  o’clock.  Do  you  know 
where  your  children  are?” 

In  fact,  we  are  probably  in  the  same 
spot  we’ve  been  in  for  the  past  three  or 
four  hours,  and  will  probably  be  in  this 
same  position  for  the  next  three  or  four. 
We  are  sitting  like  zombies  at  our  desks, 
in  front  of  our  computers,  propped  up  on 
any  surface  and  trying  desperately  to  keep 
ourselves  from  falling  over.  As  we  stare  at 
the  computer  screen,  our  brains  begin  to 
scramble:  Spanish,  Latin  and  English  have 
all  become  one  language. 

At  Boston  Latin  School,  we  are 
expected  to  endure  the  most  rigorous 
“college  preparatory  educations,”  while 
meeting  the  exceptionally  high  standards 
set  for  us.  While  they  are  intended  to 
mold  us  into  ideal  pupils,  these  expec¬ 
tations  can  often  be  unreasonable.  We 
are  constantly  given  advice  on  how  to 
perform  our  very  best;  unfortunately,  the 
workload  and  stress  at  Boston  Latin  often 
prevents  us  from  doing  so.  For  example, 
we  are  advised  to  get  a  good  night’s  rest 
to  have  a  “fresh  mind”  in  the  morning, 
but  it  can  be  rarely  fulfilled  with  our 
average  four  to  five  hours  of  sleep  per 
night — including  the  dozing  in  between 
subjects.  And  who  hasn’t  heard  the  es¬ 
sential  “breakfast  is  the  most  important 
meal  of  the  day”  lecture?  There  are  many 
mornings  when  we  wake  up  with  just 
enough  time  to  shower  and  button  our 
shirts  as  we  run  out  the  dooi  if  we  are 
able  to  pull  ourselves  out  of  bed  at  all. 
When  we  finally  do  arrive  at  school,  we 
are  exhausted  from  lack  of  sleep  with 
no  fuel  to  energize  ourselves.  Yet,  what 
model  students!  We  have  dedicated  the 
entire  night  to  homework  and  studies.  We 
study  until  the  crack  of  dawn.  Fantastic! 
But  there  is  just  one  small  problem.  We 
cannot  keep  our  eyes  open.  Concentra¬ 
tion  is  out  of  the  question  because  the 
only  thing  we  can  think  about  is  our  pil¬ 


low,  which  we  will  probably  not  see  for 
another  16  to  20  hours. 

The  workload  at  BLS  can  be  so 
overwhelming  that  it  takes  a  toll  on  every 
other  aspect  of  a  student’s  life.  There  is 
so  much  pressure  to  meet  high  expecta¬ 
tions  and  gain  entrance  into  a  competi¬ 
tive  college  that  rest  and  nourishment 
sometimes  seem  out  of  the  question. 
“Will  I  get  a  scholarship?”;  “Do  I  rank 
high  enough?”;  “What  about  my  SATs?”; 
“I  need  to  start  studying,  tonight!”  are 
thoughts  which  frequently  swarm  stu¬ 
dents’  minds.  The  academic  demands 
mount  and  a  social  life  becomes  impos¬ 
sible.  Soon,  we  become  nothing  more 
than  psychotic,  bitter  machines. 

While  our  mission  statement  prom¬ 
ises  “to  ground  [Boston  Latin  School} 
students  in  a  contemporary  classical 
education,  as  preparation  for  successful 
college  studies,  responsible  and  engaged 
citizenship,  and  a  rewarding  life,”  this 
journey  can  be  a  very  tiring  and  demand¬ 
ing  one.  Many  students  find  that  they  no 
longer  can  cope  with — or  do  hot  have 
the  support  and  resources  necessary  to 
remain  at — Boston  Latin.  Our  retention 
rates,  though  generally  good,  reflect  these 
sad  casualties. 

While  it  is  essential  to  advocate 
strong  academics,  it  is  also  important  to 
make  sure  that  students  are  not  so  over 
whelmed  that  they  are  willing  to  just  give 
up,  give  in,  and  leave.  A  more  effective 
support  system  should  be  in  place  to  aid 
these  students;  while  the  Guidance  Office 
and  tutoring  programs  such  as  Saturday 
Success  School  exist  for  this  purpose, 
they  cannot  catch  everyone  who  falls 
through  the  cracks  of  the  system.  The 
problem  comes  when  we  allow  students 
to  be  reduced  from  individuals  to  num¬ 
bers  in  a  computer,  to  measure  them  not 
by  their  emotional  well-being,  but  by 
their  SAT  scores,  GPAs  and  class  rank. 
The  world,  after  all,  is  moving  at  such  a 
fast  pace  that  sometimes  we  forget  that 
we  are  humans,  not  robots. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Page  II 


A&E 


Student  Designers  Walk  the  Runway 


By  Natanaelle  Orisma,  I 

CoNTRIBUnNG  WRITER 


Destiny  Child’s  “Cater  To  You” 
booms  out  from  a  stereo  in  the  corner. 
Small  posters  of  supermodels  decorate 
the  walls  of  the  tiny  studio.  Cloth  scraps, 
blue  thread  and  satin  fabric  cover  the 
green  carpet.  As  the  students  scramble  to 
cut,  stitch  and  sew  their  vintage  outfits, 
a  short,  robust  young  woman  belts  out, 
“Designers,  tomorrow  is  our  fashion 
show!  So  as  soon  as  you’re  finished,  show 
me  the  pieces  on  a  moving  human.” 

This  summer’s  Fashion  class  at 
Artists  for  Humanity  was  run  by  Nadra, 
a  successful  designer.  Founded  in  1991 
by  Susan  Rodgerson,  Artists  for  Human¬ 
ity  has  expanded  to  over  five  studios  at 
its  glass-window-paned,  energy-efficient 
location  in  South  Boston,  nicknamed  the 
Epicenter.  Kids  from  all  parts  of  Boston 
participate  year-round  in  the  painting, 
sculpture,  fashion,  photography,  graphic 
design  and  silk-screening  programs  of¬ 
fered  there.  A  rich  sense  of  community  is 
established  once  a  student  begins  the  pro¬ 
gram,  and  is  evident  as  fascinated  guests 


pour  in  to  visit.  So  much  is  accomplished 
at  Artists  for  Humanity  by  the  teenag¬ 
ers  who  work  there.  From  the  plastic 


NATANAELLE  ORISMA  (I)  CREATED 
AND  MODELED  EIER  OWN 
FASHIONS  THIS  SUMMER. 


doors  in  the  bathrooms  to  the  Picasso- 
caliber  pieces  that  hang  in  the  master 
studio,  students  have  used  their  creative 


talents  to  maintain  a  presentable  building 
while  simultaneously  creating  artwork 
that  millionaires  scramble  to  purchase. 
The  end-oFthe-summer  display  of  fash¬ 
ion,  original  graffiti  art,  photography 
and  sculpture  draws  a  vast  audience  each 
year.  Attendees,  including  participants’ 
family  members  as  weO  as  professional 
designers  and  photographers,  walked 
away  this  summer  in  awe  at  the  original 
student  work. 

Agrowing  number  of  Boston  Latin 
School  students  has  worked  at  Artists  for 
Humanity  over  the  past  few  years.  Jesse 
Racusen,  an  AFH  veteran  and  graduate 
of  the  Class  of  2005,  became  involved 
in  the  program  in  the  ninth  grade.  Ac¬ 
customed  to  doodling  and  drawing, 
Jesse  was  able  to  sharpen  his  skills  there 
and  to  sell  six  paintings  worth  well  over 
a  thousand  dollars.  Today,  he  contin¬ 
ues  to  pursue  his  passion  for  art  at  the 
Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  NY,  and 
is  still  astonished  when  he  runs  into  a 
painting  of  his  displayed  inside  the  John 

Artists  for  Humanity 
Continued  on  page  12 


New  Fall  Shows  Seek  To  Scare 


Alina  Voronov,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Every  television  season  has  its  own 
particular  theme.  This  fall,  the  major 
networks  have  decided  to  celebrate 
Halloween  a  little  early  with  dark  and 
mysterious  dramas. 

The  WB  features  its  much-an¬ 
ticipated  “Supernatural,”  starring  Jared 
Padalecki  of  “Gilmore  Girls”  and  Jenson 
Ackles  of  “Smallville,”  which  promises  to 
“tak[e}  viewers  on  a  completely  new  kind 
of  thrill  ride,”  according  to  theWB.com. 
Eager  to  please  “Smallville,”  “Charmed” 
and  former  “Buffy”  viewers,  the  net¬ 
work  has  created  a  show  that  combines 
both  mystery  and  drama.  The  heroes  of 
“Supernatural”  are  Sam  and  Dean  Win¬ 
chester.  The  brothers,  who  led  separate 
lives  after  their  mother’s  death,  find 
themselves  drawn  together  by  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  mysterious  disappearance.  The  two 
reconcile  differences  and  begin  a  journey 


that  will  pit  them  face-to-face  against 
ghastly  and  eerie  creatures.  Led  to  a  small 
Californian  town  by  an  old  message  from 
their  father,  the  duo  soon  hears  terrifying 
legends  that  explain  the  town’s  strange 
death  rate,  including  the  tale  of  the 
Lady  in  White,  a  seductive  hitchhiker 
who  has  claimed  the  lives  of  many  men. 
Their  father’s  old  journal  then  brings 
them  to  Colorado  and  Nebraska,  where 
they  encounter  Bloody  Mary,  Phantom 
Travelers  and  other  odd  characters.  The 
show  managed  to  garner  much  attention 
on  Tuesday  night,  ranking  fifth  place  for 
weeknight  shows  and  boosting  WB’s  rat¬ 
ings.  Reviews  are  currently  mixed,  with 
more  seasoned  viewers  such  as  USA  Today 
reporters  praising  the  show’s  spookiness, 
while  casual  viewers  from  tv.com  call 
it  “unoriginal.”  Decide  for  yourself  on 
Tuesday  nights  at  nine. 

“Threshold”  is  CBS’s  attempt  to 
scare  viewers  with  extraterrestrials.  The 
plot  begins  as  any  average  science-fic¬ 


tion/drama  does:  a  mUitary  force  discov¬ 
ers  an  alien  ship  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Experts  must  analyze  the  information 
and  prepare  to  respond.  In  “Threshold,” 
the  job  falls  on  Molly  Anne  Caffrey 
(Carla  Gugino),  a  government  analyst 
who  prepares  hypothetical  responses  to 
“what-if”  situations.  ’With  the  help  of 
a  NASA  microbiologist,  a  physicist,  a 
linguist/mathematician  and  a  mysterious 
man,  the  heroine  must  pry  into  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  ship  and  decide  how  to  act. 
The  New  York  Times  writes  that  the  “sci¬ 
ence  fiction  thriller  ‘Threshold’  works 
better  than  NBC’s  ‘Surface’  by  holding 
back  more  than  it  reveals.”  Again,  how¬ 
ever,  opinions  are  mixed.  Some  viewers 
contend  that  the  show  has  “bad  action,” 
while  others  praise  its  suspense.  Is  this 
show  just  another  alien-drama?  Find  out 
on  Friday  nights  at  nine. 

Meanwhile,  ABC  is  unleashing 
“The  Night  Stalker”  to  boost  its  ratings. 
The  show  is  based  on  a  movie  from  the 


1970S,  in  which  the  hero,  Kolchak,  is 
on  the  hunt  for  the  legendary  “Jack  the 
Ripper,”  a  killer  who  violently  murders 
women.  Kolchak  (Stuart  Townsend)  is 
back  this  time,  trying  to  explain  the 
mysterious  killing  of  a  woman  in  L.A. 
in  which  he  is  the  prime  suspect.  Fate 
makes  it  more  difficult  for  him  to  grapple 
tvith  this  mystery  as  it  parallels  his  own 
wife’s  death.  He  faces  these  circum¬ 
stances  with  the  help  of  his  assistant, 
Perri  Reed  (Gabrielle  Union).  The  show 
has  been  praised  by  ABC’s  Todd  Fuller 
for  its  strong  cast  and  sohd  musical  score, 
and  has  been  called  “stylish”  by  the  New 
York  Times.  Check  it  out  on  Thursdays 
at  nine. 

The  latest  polls  from  tvcom  show 
that  current  viewers  mostly  stick  to  old 
and  tried  favorites.  But  why  not  take  a 
look  at  a  new  show  this  fall?  If  you’re  a 
mystery  fan  or  are  willing  to  try  out  the 
horror  genre,  you  may  find  a  program  to 
your  liking. 


Wild  West  Meets  Far  Orient  in 


By  James  Fitzpatrick,  III 
&VERONICA  Koven-Matasy,  I 

Contributing  Writers 


Anyone  who  has  seen  a  science  ficr 
tion  or  fantasy  movie  before  has  good  rea¬ 
son  to  be  skeptical  about  Joss  Whedon’s 
Serenity.  Most  films  made  in  this  genre  are 
almost  identical  to  each  other.  After  see¬ 
ing  Serenity,  however,  it  is  obvious  to  any 
viewer  that  this  is  something  different. 

If  you  are  a  sci-fi  fan,  you  need  not 
read  more:  this  movie  is  for  you.  Serenity 
is  based  on  the  shortlived  FOX  televi¬ 
sion  series  “Firefly.”  The  show’s  paltry 
22-episode  run  is  outlived  by  a  dedicated 
fan  base  on  the  Sci-Fi  Channel.  “Fire¬ 
fly”  revolves  around  the  adventures  and 
misadventures  (primarily  the  latter)  of 
Malcolm  “Mai”  Reynolds  and  crew  aboard 
the  spaceship  Serenity.  Mai  was  a  one¬ 
time  military  recruit  for  the  Alliance, 
the  galactic  government  to  which  he 
later  abandoned  his  allegiance.  He  and  his 
bandit  crew  now  work  outside  of  the  law, 
much  like  Han  Solo  in  Star  W&rr. 

Set  far  in  the  future,  the  series 
blends  elements  of  Asian  and  Appalachian 


pioneer  cultures,  but  the  combination  is 
riot  as  jarring  as  one  might  think.  Urban 


areas  are  reminiscent  of  downtown  Tokyo, 
while  less-developed  worlds  evoke  hfe  on 
the  prairie;  characters  lapse  occasionally 
into  un-subtitled  Chinese  (presumably 
expletives),  but  many  also  speak  with 
the  accents  of  cotmtry  hicks.  Even  the 


soundtrack  is  an  interesting  fusion  of 
Asian  themes  and  backcoimtry  fiddle. 


The  plot  of  the  movie  revolves 
around  one  of  Serenity’s  passengers,  a 
teenage  girl  named  River,  who  is  a  highly 
classified  govermnent  weapon.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  has  sent  an  agent  to  kill  her  to 
protect  a  secret  that  she  possesses.  While 


Serenity 


the  plot  may  seem  unoriginal,  even  boring, 
Whedon  keeps  the  audience’s  attention 
with  his  witticisms  and  knack  for  char¬ 
acterization.  Whedon  has  been  polishing 
his  snappy  dialogue  since  his  “Bufiy  the 
Vampire  Slayer”  days.  (For  example,  would 
anyone  actually  comment  on  a  vampire’s 
fashion  sense  while  attempting  to  stake 
it?)  Wliat  sets  Serenity  apart  from  Star  Vl^rs 
is  that  the  viewer  can  understand  every 
character  and  every  aspect  of  the  plot 
From  the  begiiming  of  the  movie.  Previous 
knowledge  of  the  science  fiction  world  or 
of  “Firefly”  is  not  required. 

At  its  core.  Serenity  is  a  Wild  West 
adventure  movie  made  in  the  manga,  or 
Japanese  comic  book,  style.  It  has  good 
special  effects,  a  quick  pace,  a  twisting 
storyhne  and  complex  characters,  which 
are  the  perfect  ingredients  for  any  film. 
These  aspects,  however,  are  not  enough  to 
make  the  movie  a  complete  blockbuster. 
The  movie  never  gets  boring,  but  there 
is  still  a  sense  that  something  is  lacking. 
Although  Whedon  does  an  amazing  job  of 
making  his  characters  real.  Serenity  simply 
is  not  captivating  or  stylish  enough  to 
leave  you  wanting  more. 
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y:  Spotlight 

Katie  McColgan 


A&E 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


The  Emperors'  March 


By  Jessica  Noseworthy,  I  & 
LAtrREN  Makholm,  I 

CONTRIBLTING  WRITERS 


“Uh...  Wait!  Is  it  kickbaU  change?  Or 
just  a  grape  vine?” 

“iVctually.  it’s  a  pas  de  botnre." 

“Kwhatr 

“I’ll  go  over  it  with  you,”  Katie  says, 
calming  a  distraught  Shcsv  Choir  member. 
The  hallway  is  filled  with  other  members 
during  the  seven-minute  break,  but  a  break 
does  not  keep  Katie  McColgan  aw^  from 
her  Dance  Captain  duties. 

Katie  has  been  dancing  since  she  was 
two  years  old  at  Quincy’s  Dance  Works. 
Twice  a  week  she  jumps  and  spins  with 
about  17  other  girls  in  three  different  dance 
styles:  jazz,  tap  and  ballet.  For  jazz  and  tap, 
she  is  even  on  Dance  Warks’s  comjaetition 
team,  dancing  for  prizes  twice  a  year.  Not 
only  does  Katie  have  experience — she’s 
good  too!  Spinning  circles  around  the  rest  of 
us,  she  drops  into  splits  as  easily  as  anyone 
else  would  sit  down  to  rest. 

As  a  result  of  her  training,  Katie  has 
been  elected  Show  Choir  Dance  Captain 
for  two  years  in  a  row.  Ever  since  she  en¬ 
tered  the  Show  Choir  in  10th  grade,  Katie 
has  dedicated  all  her  Thursdays  and  some- 
Frid^  to  the  needs  of  the  Show  Choir 
dancers  and  singers.  From  “Footloose”  to 
"Thriller,”  she  remembers  every  dance  she 
has  ever  performed,  step-batim. 

Her  excitement  even  extends  into 
the  purple  robes  of  Gospel  Choir.  When 
:old  merely  to  move  side  to  side,  she  adds 
juirky  moves  to  spice  it  up.  When  new 
:hoir  members  and  those  unsure  of  a  new 
;onductor  appear  afraid  to  breathe  in  an 
jntamiliar  environment,  Katie  bounces 
around  to  the  upbeat  music.  An  image  of 
optimism  and  enthusiasm,  she  is  always 
ible  to  bring  some  sunshine  to  a  dreary 
vionday 

Katie  also  shows  her  versatility  as  a 
singer,  especially  in  Concert  Choir.  A  choir 
hat  focuses  on  purely  classical  vocal  train- 
-Tg  does  not  involve  any  movement,  except 
or  the  occasional  choralography  Using  her 
ocal  skills,  Katie  can  jump  from  second 
oprano  to  alto  at  the  drop  of  a  dime  and 
lentify  key  and  time  signatures.  She  has 
een  part  of  the  in-school  class  choirs  ever 
nee  her  side  year  at  the  Annex  (with  the 
est  homeroom  ever,  A24).  Throughout 
er  years,  Katie  has  also  worked  on  vari- 
us  group  projects  for  class,  including  the 
reative  “Rsh  and  Chicks”  song  and  dance 
outine  and  “TTte  Crsyon  Song,”  which  she 
e4>ed  to  write  and  perform  a  cappella  for 
er  classmates. 

As  if  those  weren’t  enough,  Katie 
xcds  in  school,  thinking  “outside  the  box” 
nd  writing  papers  on  telemarketers’  r^ts 
nd  alabaster  preservation.  Even  if  you 
ad  no  idea  who  she  was  before  reading 
lis;  the  photograph  above  shows  Katie’s 
ignature  smile.  Despite  hardships  and 
he  toug^  time  choir  members  had  when 
lopular  director  Mr.  Brian  Simmons  left, 
Catie  has  always  found  a  w^  to  smile.  She 
elps  everyone  cope  with  the  stresses  and 
•ressures  of  Latin  School,  so  you  will  rarely 
ie  Katie  without  a  smile  on  her  free  and 
igtailsin  her  hair,  enjoying  the  music  wing, 
ijoying  school  and  enjoying  life. 


By  Lauren  Makholm,  I 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER 


“In  the  harshest  place  on  earth,  love 
finds  away... 

“This  is  the  incredible  true  story 
of  a  family’s  journey  to  bring  life  into 
the  world...” 

A  penguin  movie?  Yes,  AIarct>  of  the 
Penguins  is  aU  about  penguins.  The 
actors  are  all  of  that  species  and 
there  is  not  a  human  being  to  be 
seen.  The  film  does,  however,  tell 
a  story  of  amazing  endurance  and, 
as  the  narrator  says,  love.  March  of 
the  Penguins  documents  the  mat¬ 
ing  cycle  of  the  emperor  penguin, 
a  unique  creature  that  lives  only  in 
Antarctica,  the  coldest  and  least 
populated  continent  on  earth. 

After  all,  who  else  would  live  on  a 
continent  where  the  average  tem¬ 
perature  is  32  degrees  Fahrenheit? 

That  is  during  the  summer,  and 
without  wind  chill.  Both  penguin  parents 
undergo  months  of  starvation,  blinding 
blizzards  and  over  100  miles  of  trekking 
across  the  bleak  snowy  plains,  all  for  one 
baby’s  chance  at  life.  This  amazing  tale  of 
endurance,  translated  from  the  origind 
French,  is  told  by  master  narrator  Morgan 
Freeman  in  a  moving  and  eye-opening 
documentary  of  procreation. 

March  of  the  Penguins  was  filmed  out 
of  the  Dumont  D’Urville  Station,  located 


in  a  region  of  Antarctica  called  Terre  Ade- 
lie.  The  Station,  which  was  established  in 
1840,  is  a  full-time  scientific  center  with 
anywhere  between  30  and  100  residents  at 
one  time.  Director  Luc  Jaquet  originally 
came  to  the  center  in  1993  simply  to  shoot 
the  emperor  penguins  in  their  natural 
habitat,  but  by  2001  he  was  ready  to  teU 
their  story  to  the  entire  world.  The  pro¬ 


duction  started  in  January  2002.  The  film, 
which  took  a  year  to  complete,  covers  all 
aspects  of  the  penguin-mating  season. 

Filming  this  movie  was  no  easy  job. 
Each  member  of  the  crew  had  to  wake 
up  at  5:30  a.m.  every  morning  to  set  up 
and  carry  130  pounds  of  equipment  out 
to  the  penguins’  breeding  grounds.  Then, 
they  had  to  make  sure  that  the  cameras 
remained  stable,  even  in  100  mph  winds. 
Custom  cameras  had  to  be  operated  in 


-40°  F  temperatures. 

In  addition,  beyond  the  obvious 
dangers  of  burns  and  frostbite,  there  was 
concern  over  disturbing  the  penguins. 
During  most  of  the  hatching  process,  the 
male  penguin  holds  the  egg  on  top  of  his 
feet  among  layers  of  fat  to  keep  it  warm. 
If  the  egg  is  exposed  to  the  freezing  wind 
and  air,  they  baby  within  will  freeze  and 
die  almost  instantly.  Therefore, 
the  filming  crew,  when  trying  to 
get  close-up  shots,  had  to  be  very 
careful  around  the  penguins  so  as 
not  to  make  them  drop  the  eggs 
onto  the  ice.  Also,  some  parts 
of  the  mating  process,  such  as 
the  passing  of  the  egg  from  the 
female  to  the  male  penguin, 
were  achieved  so  discreetly  that 
filming  them  proved  to  be  very 
difficult. 

The  end  result,  however,  is 
fantastic.  From  majestic  scenes 
of  over  1,200  penguins  marching 
in  a  line  towards  the  breeding  ground  to 
the  final  descent  of  the  baby  penguins 
into  the  ocean,  the  movie  is  an  amazing 
success.  It  is  not  just  a  penguin  movie  afr 
ter  aO,  but  a  great  film  that  will  make  you 
smde,  laugh  and  maybe  even  cry.  It  is  a 
moving  and  wonderful  tale  that  everyone 
should  see. 

March  ofthePenfftins-miX  be  available 
on  VHS  and  DVD  on  November  29. 


Flickr  is  Quicker 


Ari  Klickstein,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


We  all  know  about  today’s  “big 
thing”  in  cyberspace:  a  few  years  ago,  no 
one  would  have  expected  the  boom  in 
personal  blogs  and  easily  updated  web¬ 
sites.  What  will  the  internet  be  like  five 
years  from  now?  Some  growing  websites 
show  us  foreshadow  the  future  by  using 
techniques  that  are  becoming  integrated 
more  and  more  into  the  sites.  Not  only 
have  these  websites  and  techniques  devel¬ 
oped  a  large  and  loyal  user  base,  but  they 
have  now  attracted  major  attention  from 
mainstream  companies  such  as  Google 
and  Yahoo. 

When  is  “Googling”  information 
not  enough?  Computerized  searches 
are  convenient  and,  for  the  most  part, 
usually  accurate,  but  what  about  good 
old-fashioned  human-sorted  data?  A  sys¬ 
tem  of  “folksonomy”  (a  play  on  the  word 
“taxonomy”),  otherwise  known  as  “tag¬ 
ging,”  allows  users  to  assign  short  tags  to 
bookmarks,  pictures,  video  or  other  digi¬ 
tal  media  and  information.  This  system  of 


tagging  makes  up  the  core  activity  of  the 
community  bookmarking  site  del.icio.us 
(yes,  that  is  the  URL),  which  allows  users 
to  add  their  own  personal  bookmarks  to 
the  collective  pot  and  tag  them  according 
to  subject  and  content.  The  bookmarks 
are  then  listed  according  to  tag  and  fre¬ 
quency;  this  allows  users  to  search  for  a 
specific  tag,  be  updated  on  or  subscribe  to 
a  feed  of  new  bookmarks  with  the  specific 
tag,  add  bookmarks  with  a  tag  or  even 
“podcast”  tagged  mp3S  and  videos. 

Tags  can  be  used  for  even  more 
unique  things  than  just  media.  Consumatr 
ing.org  allows  users  to  tag  themselves  and 
others,  with  tags  such  as  “greeneyes,” 
“iPod”  or  information  about  their  per 
sonaUty  and  interests,  as  a  more  efficient 
way  to  meet  others  online.  On  other 
sites,  tagging  becomes  integrated  simply 
as  a  sorting  feature,  but  then  evolves  to 
become  a  community  experience. 

Flickr.com,  a  yearand-a-half-old 
photography  web  site,  employs  commu¬ 
nity  features  unique  among  its  peers.  Its 
highlight,  a  tagging  system  inspired  by  del 
icio.us,  allows  users  to  easily  assign  words 


or  phrases  to  their  own  photos,  or  allow 
others,  especially  specified  contacts,  to 
add  tags  to  the  users’  images.  After  being 
tagged,  images  can  be  searched  for  and 
grouped  by  tags  and  then  viewed  in  slide 
shows,  either  by  the  most  recent  photos 
or  by  Flickr’s  unique  “interestingness” 
system,  defined  by  the  number  of  views, 
comments  and  user  bookmarks  a  photo 
has  received.  Flickr  can  be  described  as 
“massively  multiplayer  onhne  photo  shar 
ing”  according  to  Eric  Costello,  one  of 
Flickr’s  founders,  because  it  allows  users 
to  search  for  photos  of  a  specific  topic 
or  of  high  artistic  caliber.  Users  can  also 
share  pictures  within  a  group  of  contacts, 
friends  or  family,  or  within  a  particular 
group  of  like-minded  photographers. 
Instead  of  the  stagnant,  single-user  ex¬ 
perience  of  other  photo  uploading  sites, 
people  come  to  Flickr  to  share  their  pho¬ 
tos  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  other  dynamic  feature  of  Flickr. 
com  is  its  integration  with  Ajax,  Asyn- 

*  Flickr 

Continued  on  page  i; 


Self-Discovery  Through  the  Arts 


Artists  for  Humanity 
Continued  from  page  ii 

F.  Keimedy  Airport  in  New  Yark. 

This  past  summer,  -Latin  School 
students  Rodline  Louijeune  (II),Jamilyah 
Richardson  (II),  Georgette  Arimah  (I)  and 
Alberta  Wright  (I)  all  explored  their  cre¬ 
ative  natures  as  they  painted  self-portraits 
and  worked  to  improve  their  artistic  abili¬ 
ties  in  the  art  studio.  Amity  Paye  (II),  who 
has  been  drawing  outfits  since  she  could 
pick  up  a  crayon,  was  not  only  able  to  sew 
her  own  clothing  in  the  fashion  class,  but 
proudly  walk  the  runway  wearing  them. 
Nghi  Tran  (II)  also  participated  in  the 
fashion  class  and  describes  her  experience 
as  “very  enriching.” 

My  own  experience  at  AFH  was 


memorable  and  satisfactory,  as  I  gave  in 
to  my  creative  ambitions  and  produced 
work  that  represented  my  persona.  “I 
can”  and  “I  will”  became  the  motivational 
sayings  of  my  vocabulary,  and  although  I 
have  left  the  position,  they  still  remain 
the  occasional  pick-me-ups  of  my  day. 
Having  never  picked  up  a  needle  before 
in  my  life,  I  was  amazed  when  I  heard  the 
announcer  belt  out  my  name  as  a  model 
strutted  her  stuff  in  a  pink  top  and  funky 
jean  outfit  that  I  had  designed.  My  class¬ 
mates  featured  some  of  the  most  unique 
and  creative  work  I  have  ever  witnessed. 
Everything  from  prom  dresses  to  straight^ 
jacket-inspired  dresses  was  displayed  at 
the  show.  Everyone’s  own  sense  of  fashion 
was  reflected  in  their  clothing,  and  it  was 


evident  from  the  applause  and  smiles  of 
attendees  that  all  of  the  summer’s  hard 
work  had  paid  off.  Had  Versace,  Tommy 
Hilfiger  or  Kimora  Lee  Simmons  been 
present  at  AFH’s  fashion  show,  they  would 
certainly  have  taken  notes  for  theh  next 
clothing  collections! 

Anyone  with  a  remote  interest  in 
visual  art,  fashion  or  any  artistic  medium 
should  look  into  Artists  for  Humanity 
Students  and  mentors  alike  have  sworn 
that  the  program  is  life-changing  as  well 
as  profitable.  A  session  at  AFH  is  truly  a 
period  of  self-discovery,  productive  cre¬ 
ativity  and  nonstop  fun. 

Contact  information  and  studio  descrip¬ 
tions  are  available  at  http://w'WW.afhboston. 
com. 
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Relax,  Talk  and  Make  Pottery 


By  Kira  Sargent,  1 

CONTRIBITING  WrITIER 


During  your  time  at  Boston  Latin 
School,  have  you  ever  felt:  a)  unappreci¬ 
ated?  b)  discouraged?  c)  stressed? 

If  you  answered  “yes”  to  any  of 
these  questions,  rest  assured  that  you  are 
not  alone.  For  proof,  visit  the  Visual  Arts 
Wing  (Floor  2)  on  a  Tuesday  or  Friday 
afternoon  and  meet  Ms.  Kaitlyn  Jolly,  an 
alumna  of  the  Class  of  2001.  Ms.  Jolly  ex¬ 
perienced  all  of  these  feelings  during  her 
time  at  Boston  Latin,  but  found  a  home 
in  the  visual  arts  under  the  guidance  of 
former  teacher  Ms.  Theresa  Craddock. 
Now  a  student  at  the  Massachusetts  Col¬ 
lege  of  Art,  Ms.  Jolly  wants  “to  give  some 
solace  to  other  young  people”  by  teaching 
free  pottery  classes  at  Boston  Latin. 

The  idea  for  afterschool  classes 
came  two  years  ago  when  Ms.  Jolly  heard 
from  a  friend  that  Latin  School  had  a 
kiln  and  pottery  wheels.  With  the  help 
of  Mr.  Paul  Pitts,  the  director  of  the  Arts 
program,  she  received  a  grant  from  an 
alumnus  to  pay  for  her  work  and  clay  for 
students.  Last  year,  the  afterschool  work¬ 
shop  ran  for  a  few  months  in  the  spring 
and  was  fairly  laid  back.  Now  Ms.  Jolly 
intends  to  run  yearlong  classes  and  has 


a  loose  syllabus  for  the  course.  The  class 
will  cover  wheel-throwing,  the  method  of 
spinning  clay  on  a  pottery  wheel  in  or 
der  to  shape 
it,  as  well  as 
hand-build¬ 
ing  tech¬ 
niques  and 
glazing. 

Students 
will  learn, 
among  oth¬ 
er  things, 
how  to 
make  mugs, 
bowls  and 
vases  that 
are  useful 
and  make 
great  personal  gifts.  Ms.  Jolly  has  a  lot 
of  ideas  for  the  future  as  well,  includ¬ 
ing  special  holiday  shows  and  sales  of 
students’  work. 

Yet  the  prime  focus  of  the  class  is 
stiU  to  have  fun,  relax  and  make  func¬ 
tional  art.  As  a  recent  graduate,  Ms.  Jolly 
not  only  remembers  what  it  was  like  to 
be  a  student  at  Boston  Latin,  but  also  has 
advice  and  stories  about  college  to  share. 
While  here,  she  did  not  feel  connected 
to  many  teachers,  except  Mr.  James 


Montague.  After  Latin,  she  attended 
UMass-Amherst  as  a  painting  major,  but 
transferred  within  two  years  to  Mass 
Art,  where  she  is 
now  majoring  in 
Sculpture.  Her  ad¬ 
vice  about  college 
is  very  comfort¬ 
ing:  “Don’t  get  dis¬ 
couraged  if  you  get 
rejection  letters. 
Don’t  worry,  it  re¬ 
ally  doesn’t  matter 
[where  you  go]. 
Study  what  you 
want  to  do.”  Ms. 
Jolly  is  eager  to 
answer  ail  sorts  of 
questions  and  to 
join  in  students’  conversations. 

Life  can  be  stressful  for  everyone 
at  Boston  Latin,  but  it  is  comforting  to 
know  that  there  is  a  new  and  welcoming 
place  where  students  can  “talk  and  make 
art  and  vent.” 

At  a  Glance 

What:  Free  Pottery  Classes 

When  &  Where:  After  school  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Visual  Arts  wing. 


Garfield's  Got  .GIF 


By  Kieran  Kelly,  III 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer 


Making  fun  of  Cheney,  the  Ken- 
nedys  and,  most  heinous  of  all,  old 
people?  Sweet  Abraham  Lincoln... 
Such  depraved  content  could  never 
have  been  published  in  the  Globe\ 
That’s  because  it  wasn’t.  These  pan¬ 
els,  from  the  comic  Diesel  Sweeties 
(http://www.dieselsweeties.com/),  are 
web  comics. 

Web  comics,  which  can  be  traced 
back  at  least  to  1993  with  the  debut 
of  Dr.  Fun  (a  cartoon  which  still  runs 
to  this  day),  have  opened  up  a  new 
avenue  for  cartoonists,  one  which  al- 


wider  range  of  readers  and  doesn’t 
have  the  limitations  of  a  newspaper, 
which  must  attempt  to  cover  con¬ 
cepts  as  general  as  possible,  many 
web  comics  cater  to  certain  niches. 
Questionable  Content  (found  at 
www.questionablecontent.net),  for 
example,  focuses  on  indie  rock,  while 
innumerable  video-game-oriented 
comics  (PvP,  Penny  Arcade,  VG  Cats, 
among  others)  are  especially  popular 
due  to  the  natural  prevalence  of  gam¬ 
ers  on  the  Internet. 

Whether  cutting  a  strip  entirely 
or  doing  something  subtle  but  still 
substantial,  as  the  Globe  did  when  it 
moved  Doonesbury  back  to  page  three 


stead  upon  other  sources  of  support, 
such  as  PayPal  donation  buttons 
and  merchandise  (t-shirts,  stickers, 
even  signed  artwork)  available  for 
purchase. 

But  the  world  of  web  comics  is 
not  all  run  by  a  bunch  of  money-grub¬ 
bing  people  who  failed  out  of  college 
and  cannot  get  real  jobs.  There  are, 
in  fact,  some  philanthropic  causes 
being  spearheaded  by  artists,  such 
as  gaming-related  comic  site  Penny 
Arcade’s  “Child’s  Play”  charity  drive, 
which  raised  over  $250,000  in  toys 
for  sick  children  during  the  Christmas 
season  of  2003. 

What  this  will  mean  for  the 


WYOMING! 

ftNCESTRFlL  HOMELAND 
OF  PRESIDENT  CHENEY! 


FLORIDA! 
WHERE  FUN 
GOES  TO  DIE. 


MASSACHUSETTS! 
THERE'S  A  KENNEDY 
BORN  EVERY  MINUTE. 


SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  DIESEL  SWEETIES  STRIP  "50  STATES,  50  SLOGANS" 


lows  for  greater  freedom  than  prior 
forms  of  media. 

The  field  of  web  comics  comes 
with  a  huge  “do-it-yourself”  mental¬ 
ity,  since  the  artists  publish  their 
own  comics,  set  their  own  deadlines 
and  make  (or  lose)  their  own  money. 
While  this  lets  them  get  published 
and  known,  it  puts  the  burden  of  do¬ 
ing  so  entirely  on  their  own  efforts  to 
get  fans  talking  to  potential  readers. 
This  pattern  of  growth  tends  to  pro¬ 
mote  small  but  very  loyal  and  active 
fan  bases.  Artists  such  as  Jeph  Jacques 
of  Qvestioij^l?lq  Gpnt^ijt  qftgn.main- 
t;4i,q.,fpf  urns  that .  allow  them  .to  ■  stay 
connected  with  their  fans.  ,  . 

Since  the  Internet  allows  for  a 


of  the  comics  (presumably  because  of 
its  hard-lined  anti-Republican  stance), 
censorship  in  comics  is  a  hot  topic 
with  which  newspapers  often  have  to 
deal.  Since  web  comic  artists  publish 
and  take  responsibility  for  their  own 
work,  they  avoid  losing  revenue  due 
to  a  comic’s  cancellation  over  censoi^ 
ship  issues,  and  instead  are  allowed  to 
express  whatever  views  they  wish  and 
to  cover  topics  deemed  too  risque  for 
syndication. 

The  widespread  availability 
of  online  comics  brings  both  posi- 
..tives.  and.  negatives  as  far.  95  .fjnanc.ial 
mattcr,s.  ate  .cottoeyAod-,  WjhUe  soipae 
tptoics  flo.  rup.^i  su,l^S\criptiqj5i^be,ryic.o, 
most  are  free  to  read.  These  rely  in- 


Comics  section  of  the  newspaper  we 
cannot  determine,  though  we  can 
make  educated  guesses.  Perhaps  in 
years  to  come,  newspapers  will  begin 
to  run  more  humorous,  albeit  racy, 
strips,  in  order  to  regain  readership 
lost  due  to  the  fact  that  no  one  cares 
about  a  four  year  old’s  weekly  madcap 
hi-jinks  involving  some  combination 
of  niilk,  cookies  and  Santa  Claus. 
Until  that  happy  time,  panels  about 
prostitution  and  methamphetamines 
will  only  be  found  online  in  comics 
such  as  Diesel  Sweeties  and  Some- 
.tljtqg  Ppsitiye. 

Vor  more  Information  about  Child's 
Play,  check  out  httj)://wiiiw'.^enny-arcade. 
com/. 
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Spotlight 

Benjamin  Park 


S 

>; 


By  Daniel  Ferris,  I 

CONTRIBUTINC  WRITER 


“I  guess  what  I’m  trying  to  say  is... I 
don’t  like  computers.” 

With  those  words  that  are  now  leg¬ 
endary  to  the  %Ilow  Submarine  Improv 
troupe,  the  entire  Black  Box  theater  burst 
into  uncontrollable  laughter,  and  a  star 
was  born.  That  shining  Star  of  David  was 
Benjamin  Park.  He  may  have  entered  in 
the  ninth  grade,  but  in  his  time  at  Boston 
Latin  School,  Ben  has  become  an  active 
member  of  the  Drama  Club,  a  co-captain 
of  the  Improv  Troupe,  a  French  Horn 
player,  an  exemplary  student  and  a  piano 
composer  fit  to  rival  old  Beethoven  him¬ 
self  Apparently  he  is  also  discovering  a 
cure  for  every  type  of  cancer,  while  solv¬ 
ing  world  hunger  using  merely  a  piece  of 
string  and  a  paperclip. 

At  first  glance,  Ben  seems  like  a  shy, 
unassuming  character.  If  you’ve  ever  had 
a  class  with  him  you  might  know  him  as 
“that  kid  with  all  As”  or  “that  kid  who 
taught  my  physics  class.”  If  you’ve  ever 
seen  Ben  on  stage  or  just  hung  out  with 
him,  however,  you  would  find  yourself 
laughing  hysterically  and  possibly  draw¬ 
ing  “I  <3  Ben”  on  your  hand  without  even 
realizing  it. 

Ben  as  an  improviser  is  something 
you  have  to  see  to  understand.  Despite 
his  shy  nature,  he  has  played  a  variety 
of  roles  in  two  years,  including,  but  not 
limited  to:  the  Queen  of  England,  a  fish 
out  of  water  and  a  computer  screensaver. 
Ben’s  lighter  scripted  work  also  includes  a 
Hebrew  musical  version  of  The  Beauty  and 
the  Beast,  as  well  as  the  Drama  Club’s  up¬ 
coming  One-Act  Comedy  Festival  in  De¬ 
cember.  But  Ben  isn’t  all  laughs.  In  2003, 
he  played  Dermis  Sheppard,  the  father  of 
the  murdered  Matthew  Sheppard,  in  The 
Laramie  Project,  giving  one  of  the  most 
heartwrenching  performances  I’ve  ever 
seen.  In  the  audience,  tears  were  flowing 
freely  from  students  and  adults  alike.  I  was 
on  stage,  and  I  almost  ran  off  crying. 

As  a  musician,  Ben  is  something 
else.  I  remember  hanging  out  in  the  Black 
Box  after  one  rehearsal,  and  suddenly 
hearing  an  amazing  piano  solo  from  the 
props  room  where  Ben  was.  “What’s 
that  song  from?”  somebody  called.  “I 
wrote  it,”  he  yelled  back,  “but  that’s  not 
the  good  one!  I’ve  got  one  that’s  much 
better!”  If  the  Improv  Troupe  ever  needs 
some  music,  he’s  there  improvising  music 
to  go  along  with  it.  He  is  also  slated  to 
write  an  original  score  for  the  play  that 
Latin  School  will  enter  into  this  year’s 
Massachusetts  High  School  Drama  Guild 
competition.  Did  Beethoven  ever  write  an 
original  score  for  his  high  school  drama 
club?  I  think  not. 

With  all  of  his  artistic  genius,  Ben  is 
still,  above  all,  just  a  great  person.  If  you 
find  a  way  to  make  him  mad,  you  either 
are  one  of  the  most  annoying  people  in 
the  world  or  have  committed  some  sort 
of  atrocity.  Although  Ben  is  pretty  much 
the  example  of  what  colleges  are  looking 
for  in  a  student,  he’s  still  as  modest  as  he 
was  in  the  ninth  grade  gym  class  where  I 
first  riiH'Knti;  ^dh'eqvrietl>"b'ear'the'tar 
out  of  me  in  basketball'.  ' 
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Children  of  Fantasy 


By  Alvin  Phu,  II 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer 


With  ground-breaking  CG 
(computergenerated)  animation  movies, 
a  great  game  system  and  a  very  intriguing 
story,  Final  Fantasy 
VII  may  be  the  grear 
est  role-playing  game 
of  all  time.  In  this 
game,  you  are  Cloud 
Strife,  an  ex-military 
specialist  turned 
mercenary  hired  by 
a  terrorist  group  to 
destroy  a  company 
that  threatens  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  planet.  The 
plot  thickens,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  legendary 
Sephiroth  is  revealed 
as  the  one  who  is  the 
true  danger  to  the  planet.  Other  interest¬ 
ing  characters,  each  with  his  or  her  own 
story,  add  to  the  plot  as  you  continue  to 
hunt  down  Sephiroth.  People  have  long 
debated  that  the  story’s  conclusion  was  far 
from  complete  in  some  aspects.  Therefore, 
there  came  talk  of  a  sequel,  and  this  sequel 
is  the  movie  Final  Fantasy  VII:  Advent  Chil¬ 
dren. 

Though  the  previous  Final  Fantasy 
movie.  The  Spirits  Within,  was  definitely  a 
flop.  Advent  Children  really  defines  what  a 
Final  Fantasy  motion  picture  should  be,  in 
terms  of  a  decent  storyline.  Advent  Chil¬ 
dren  is  a  direct  continuation  of  the  Final 
Fantasy  VII  story,  in  film  format,  though 
fans  would  of  course  have  appreciated  a 
game.  The  movie  aims  to  please  devoted 
fans  as  it  ties  up  many  loose  ends  of  what 
happened  at  the  end  of  the  FFVII  story 
and  beyond.  The  story  takes  place  two 
years  after  the  end  of  the  Final  Fantasy  VII 
game,  when  the  world  has  been  “saved.” 
The  main  character.  Cloud,  is  still  racked 
with  guilt  and  carries  emotional  baggage 
from  his  previous  journey.  Many  ominous 
events  occur,  though,  which  force  Cloud 
to  come  to  terms  with  an  ancient  evil.  For 
Final  Fantasy  fans,  there  are  many  faces, 
old  and  new,  in  this  movie. 

In  terms  of  aesthetics,  Mifr’cnr  Chil¬ 


dren  definitely  does  not  disappoint.  The 
music,  action  and  animation  are  all  beauti¬ 
fully  tied  together  to  make  a  quahty  mo¬ 
tion  picture.  Even  though  this  movie  was 
delayed  horribly  by  a  year  or  two,  it  was 
well  worth  the  wait.  The  action  and  ani¬ 


mation  are  done  so  wonderfully  that  some 
landscapes  in  the  movie  could  be  mistaken 
for  real  places.  Sometimes  you  may  forget 
that  you  are  watching  a  CG  movie.  Even 
the  characters  occasionally  give  olF  the 
impression  that  they  are  real  people. 
Combined  with  the  fast  and  intense  action 
scenes,  which  are  frequent,  the  visual  and 
aural  presentation  definitely  makes  this 
movie  seem  like  a  work  of  art. 

Your  total  enjoyment  of  the  movie, 
however,  can  vary  depending  on  the  point 
of  view  from  which  you  watch  it.  This 
movie  was  explicitly  made  for  those  who 
have  played  the  game.  Therefore,  there 
may  be  many  who  will  watch  this  movie 
and  be  unable  to  understand  it.  Square- 
Enix  may  have  made  a  wise  decision,  how¬ 
ever,  in  offering  a  story  that  reaches  out  to 
those  who  love  the  series,  instead  of  one 
made  for  a  more  general  audience,  which 
was  the  mistake  made  with  The  Spirits 
Within.  Therefore,  if  you  have  not  played 
the  game,  it  is  thoroughly  advised  that 
you  stay  away  from  this  movie.  Those  in 
it  for  the  eye  candy,  however,  are  welcome 
to  check  out  the  stunning  visuals  that  are 
displayed  in  this  movie.  You  will  not  be 
disappointed.  Final  Fantasy  VII:  Advent 
Children  ships  on  PSP  UMD  and  DVD 
on  November  28. 


Autumn  Fashion 


By  Alberta  Wright,  I  & 
Cassandra  Kull,  I 

Staff  Writers 


“The  pants  that  look  like  a  skirt,” 
as  Katie  Stuart-Shor  (I)  once  called 
them,  have  become  the  hottest  item 
this  fall.  An  emerging  trend  this  past 
summer,  gaucho 
pants  have  now 
hit  the  main¬ 
stream  and  are 
seen  on  many 
fashionable  girls 
here  at  Boston 
Latin  School. 

The  wide,  flow¬ 
ing  legs  and 
cropped  length 
make  them  easy 
to  dress  up  and 
down.  Warning; 
do  not  wear  gau- 
chos  with  boots 
or  clunky  sneak¬ 
ers;  only  flats 
or  flips  will  do. 

Really,  just  pic¬ 
ture  it. 

Kenny  Chesney  and  Renee 
Zelleweger.  The  perfect  marriage  of 
country  and  class.  OK,  yes,  they  broke 
up  after  about  five  minutes,  but  their 
lovechild  is  most  obviously  the  cowboy 
boot.  This  unlikely  shoe  has  gained 
popularity  this  summer  and  fall  and 
looks  great  paired  with  a  miniskirt, 
shorts  or  a  fuller,  knee-length  skirt. 
Careful  about  investing  in  a  pair, 
though;  this  trend  won’t  carry  through 
to  winter. 

What  will  be  a  great  winter  item  is 
the  knee-high  flat  boot.  This  is  truly  an 
emerging  trend  that  is  bound  to  become 
a  classic.  Whether  pointy  or  round¬ 
toed,  slouchy  or  fitted,  this  boot  can  be 
worn  tons  of  different  ways.  It’s  a  great 
winter  staple,  if  you  can  afford  it. 

Are  you  loving  the  Victorian  look 
of  high-necked  lacy  shirts  and  frilly 
knickerbockers?  Do  you  want  to  wear 
them  but  don’t  know  how  to  pull  it  off? 
Just  remember  that  everything  is  better 


in  moderation.  Embrace  velvet;  it  can 
be  worn  in  so  many  different  ways,  and 
you  can  easily  avoid  overdoing  it.  Try  a 
blazer  in  a  jewel  tone,  cute  flats  or  even 
a  simple  velvet  ribbon  worn  in  the  hair 
or  as  a  belt  for  a  timeless  appeal. 

We  know  you  saw  it  last  Thursday 
night:  Marissa,  suffering  the  after 
math  of  shooting  her 
bfiyfriend’s  brother  and 
enduring  her  present 
poverty,  all  while  weal¬ 
ing  the  most  stunning 
long  necklaces.  We’ve 
spotted  them  all  around 
the  stylish  necks  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin.  Whether  you 
choose  simple  strands  of 
beads  or  more  intricate 
combinations  of  chains 
and  jewels,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  go  wrong  here. 

Recently,  high 
school  seniors  have  been 
caught  dressing  in  a  style 


VELVET  JACKETS  AND  COWBOY  BOOTS  ARE  IN 
STYLE  THIS  FALL 


favored  by  aged,  less-than-fashion-con- 
scious  grandmothers  everywhere.  Those 
sweaters,  cropped  or  full  length,  with 
pockets  and  buttons  galore,  preferably 
those  small  brown  leather  ones — don’t 
pretend  not  to  know  what  we’re  talking 
about — are  hot  for  fall,  and  they’ll  keep 
you  warm  too.  Thanks,  Granny. 


West  Hits  Gold  With  'Tate  Registration" 


By  Silvana  Vtvas,  FV 

Staff  Writer 


The  music  world  was  holding  its 
breath  until  rapper 
Kanye  West  finally  re¬ 
leased  his  new  album 
“Late  Registration”  on 
August  30.  This  fol¬ 
low-up  to  “The  College 
Dropout”  is  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  smart-aleck 
lyrics  and  head-banging 
beats,  backed  up  by  old 
songs  with  new  tempos. 

With  the  help  of  co¬ 
producer  Jon  Brion, 

West  exceeded  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  fans  and 
critics  alike. 

Of  the  21  tracks 
on  this  album,  most  are 
catchy  tunes  matched 
with  profound  lyrics 
about  West’s  hardships 
and  achievements,  in¬ 
terspersed  with  lines 
displaying  his  success- 
fueled  ego.  Many  songs  insult  his  critics 
or  people  who  did  not  believe  in  him.  Two 
of  the  most  meaningful  songs  are  “Roses,” 
about  West’s  experience  with  his  grand¬ 


mother  in  the  hospital,  and  “Hey  Mama,” 
about  his  appreciation  of  his  mother  and 
promises  to  go  back  to  school.  In  the 
stimulating  hit  single  “Diamonds  from 


Sierra  Leone  (Remix),”  featuring  JayZ, 
West  tackles  the  diamond  slave  trade 
in  Africa.  Although  many  critics  dislike 
it,  “Bring  Me  Down,”  featuring  Brandy, 


forcefully  responds  to  the  “haters”  who 
did  not  support  West’s  rapping  career. 

There  are  also  some  lighter  tracks 
that  are  good  for  “jammin”’  in  the  car. 
You  can  easily  learn  the  lyrics  to  “Gold 
Digger”  while  trying  to  understand 
what  Jamie  Foxx  is  saying  through  his 
voice  portraying  that  of  Ray  Charles. 
Other  songs  attempt  to  tackle  slightiy 
more  important  issues,  like  “Gone,” 
featuring  Consequence  and  Cam’Ron, 
about  West’s  high-status  life,  and 
“Heard  ‘Em  Say”  featuring  Maroon  5’s 
Adam  Levine,  about  how  “nothing’s 
ever  promised  tomorrow  today.”  Un¬ 
fortunately,  these  songs  fail  to  get  their 
message  past  the  light-hearted  tunes, 
especially  “Heard  ’Em  Say,”  with  its 
dose  of  pop  beats  mixed  in.  These, 
however,  still  manage  to  be  decent 
songs  along  which  to  hum. 

There  are,  sadly,  some  traclfs  that 
flunk  the  test.  The  lyrics  to  the  painful¬ 
ly  annoying  “Addiction”  are  completely 
lost  as  the  tedious  melody  keeps  re¬ 
peating  over  and  over.  “Celebration”  is 
also  a  pointless  song.  “Late”  is  another 
monotonous  track,  with  a  high-pitched 
voice  in  the  backgroimd  that  gets  under 
your  skin  after  listening  to  it  for  a  while. 
The  introduction  skit,  along  with  three 
others  sprinkled  throughout  the  album. 


is  unnecessary  talk  that  interferes  with 
the  album’s  flow. 

On  the  plus  side,  all  the  songs  have 
rhymes  that  can  make  an  impact,  and  oc¬ 
casionally  be  humorous.  “Roses”  contains 
the  powerful  lyrics:  “You  know  the  best 
medicine  go  to  the  people  that’s  paid/If 
Magic  Johnson  got  a  cure  for  AIDS/And 
all  the  broke  men  passed  away/You  tell¬ 
ing  me  if  my  grandma  was  in  the  NBA/ 
Right  now  she’d  be  O.K?”  The  strong 
“Diamonds  from  Sierra  Leone”  explains: 
“Over  here,  it’s  a  drug  trade,  we  die  from 
drugs/Over  there,  they  die  from  what  we 
buy  from  drugs.”  Those  are  just  a  few  of 
many  well-pulrtogether  verses. 

While  some  think  that  the  Louis 
Vuitton  Don  could  have  done  better  on 
his  sophomore  attempt,  the  album  is  a 
somewhat  stunning  account  ofWest’s  be¬ 
liefs,  experiences  and  quickwitted  lyrics. 
Perhaps  he  should  stick  to  writing  deeper 
songs,  since  that  is  what  is  expected  of 
him,  and  seems  to  be  what  suits  him  best. 
With  “Late  Registration,”  West  may  not 
have  quite  attained  the  admiration  of  old 
favorites  like  “Through  the  Wire”  and 
“Jesus  Walks.”  He  has  managed,  though, 
to  turn  a  few  million  heads  in  his  direc¬ 
tion,  as  he  has  done  and  will  continue  to 
do  in  his  producing  and  rapping  ventures 
to  come. 
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BLS  Drama  Preview 


By  Atheena  Dy,  I  & 
Andrew  Klein,  III 

Staff  Writers 


Tuesday,  September  27,  marked  the 
audition  date  for  the  Drama  Club’s  2005 
fall  performance,  the  One-Act  Comedy 
Festival,  set  to  debut  in  early  December. 
The  audition  produced  a  turnout  of  over 
50  talented  Boston  Latin  prospective  ac¬ 
tors,  mostly  from  Class  IV  After  callbacks 
on  Wednesday,  the  pool  of  contenders 
was  narrowed  down  to  about  20  actors 
selected  to  perform  in  six  comedy  acts. 
Ms.  Christa  Crewdson  explained  that 
she  “chose  these  acts  because  they  are 
all  very  funny. .land]  challenging  in  then- 
own  way” 

The  acts  she  is  referring  to  include 
For  Whom  the  Southern  Bell  Tolls,  a  take-off 
of  the  classic  Tennessee  Williams  play. 
The  Glass  Menagerie-,  Chicks,  in  which  a 
kindergarten  school  teacher  addresses 
the  audience  as  her  students;  Sure  Thing, 
a  dialogue  between  two  people  in  a  cafe; 
and  Universal  Language,  in  which  a  con 
man  speaks  a  made-up  language. 

Through  these  comedy  scenes,  the 
Drama  Club  is  attempting  to  appeal  to  an 
audience  of  teenagers  with  short  attention 
spans.  “More  people  may  be  interested  in 
seeing  the  comedy  acts,”  said  Ms.  Crewd¬ 
son.  “It  will  appeal  to  people  who  don’t 
want  to  sit  through  a  whole  play”  If  this 
is  true,  the  fall  comedy  festival  should  see 
a  better  turnout  than  it  has  in  past  years. 
The  amoimt  of  participation  in  this  show 
is  good  and  Boston  Latin  will,  perhaps. 


discover  new  acting  talent. 

“The  comedies  will  be  very  funny 
and  you  will  be  highly  entertained,”  as¬ 
sures  Ms.  Crewdson.  So  whether  you  are 
a  serious  drama  buff  or  an  easily  distracted 
teenager,  come  support  the  fine  actors  of 
Boston  Latin  School  at  3  p.m.  and  7  p.m. 
on  December  9  and  at  7  p.m.  on  Decem¬ 
ber  10.  You  won’t  want  to  miss  it. 

Along  with  the  Comedy  Festival, 
another  BLS  Drama  production  this  year 
is  Alice  in  Wonderland,  a  title  well  known 
to  all.  Unlike  the  classic  novel  written  by 
Lewis  Carroll,  this  version  takes  place  in 
the  modern  world.-  According  to  Drama 
Club  member  Liz  Finlayson  (I),  one  of  the 
main  reasons  that  director  Ms.  Crewdson 
decided  to  do  this  specific  play  along  with 
last  year’s  Peter  Pan  was  so  that  undei^ 
classmen  could  learn  the  ropes  of  acting, 
drama  and  technology  used  in  plays.  Au¬ 
ditions  ioT  Alice  were  held  on  September 
29,  and  members  of  Class  VI  through  IV 
were  welcome  to  audition. 

Among  the  fine  actresses  and  ac¬ 
tors  chosen  for  the  play  were  Christina 
Gregg  (V),  who  will  play  a  young  Alice, 
and  Stephanie  Rufo  (IV),  who  will  play 
Alice’s  friend  Beth.  The  play  will  also  fea¬ 
ture  John  Wall  (IV)  as  the  White  Rabbit, 
Margaret  Kerr  (IV)  as  the  Queen,  Jacob 
Meister  (IV)  as  the  King,  Helen  Hender¬ 
son  (V)  as  the  Caterpillar  and  Kathleen 
Pierre  (IV)  as  the  infamous  Mad  Hatter. 
The  talent  of  these  students,  along  with 
many  others,  will  be  shotfrcased  in  two 
performances  this  coming  winter  on  Janu¬ 
ary  20  and  21. 


// 


Dog"  Days  of  Fall 


By  John  McKenna,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


When  people  think  about  hot  dogs, 
they  picture  the  classic,  steamed  frank  in 
a  soft  bun  with  mustard  and  relish.  Hot 
dogs  just  aren’t  like  that  anymore,  as  I 
learned  when 
I  ate  at  Bean- 
town  Dogs 
in  Allston. 

There,  hot 
dogs  are  any- 
thing  but 
convention¬ 
al. 

There 
are  over  20 
extraordi¬ 
nary  kinds 
of  hot  dogs 
being  made 
at  Beantown _ 


BEANTOWN  DOGS  HAS  OVER 
25  UNIQUE  VARIETIES  OF  DOGS 


Dogs,  with  five  different  ingredients 
for  those  who  want  some  extra  spark. 
Right  off  the  bat,  you  know  that  this  is 
not  your  average  hot  dog  place.  There’s 
a  chicken  parmesan  dog:  a  chicken  dog 
with  parmesan  cheese,  marinara  sauce 
and  Italian  spices.  There  are  even  dogs 
named  after  all  the  colleges  and  sports 
teams  in  the  area,  Uke  the  BC  dog:  a  beef 
dog  with  sauteed  onions  and  peppers. 

After  taking  10  minutes  to  decide, 
I  started  off  with  a  chicken  dog,  topped 
with  sauerkraut  and  Dijon  mustard.  It 
was  good,  although  the  sauerkraut  could 
have  been  warmer.  What  really  blew  me 


away  was  that  every  hot  dog  had  a  grilled 
roll.  The  roll  kept  the  really  messy  chih 
dog,  which  overflowed  with  hearty,  spicy 
chili,  in  place.  Also,  every  dog  comes  in 
a  Styrofoam  holder,  which  can  keep  it 
warm  on  the  go.  In  keeping  with  the 
restaurant’s  theme,  I  had  a  delicious 
Cool  Dog  for 
dessert,  which 
was  a  tube  of 
creamy  vanil¬ 
la  ice  cream 
topped  with 
hot  fudge,  rain¬ 
bow  sprinkles 
and  whipped 
cream  on  a 
light  sponge 
cake  bun. 

Even 
though  there 
are  so  many 
special  hot 
dogs,  none  costs  over  $3.50  and  most 
average  around  $2.50.  Inside  the  res¬ 
taurant,  there  are  four  tables,  each 
with  high  stools.  Sports  memorabilia 
and  scenic  pictures  of  Boston  show 
the  restaurant’s  strong  local  roots.  The 
servers  were  straightforward  and  patient 
when  I  couldn’t  decide  which  kind  of 
hot  dog  to  eat. 

Beantown  Dogs  is  located  on  166 
Brighton  Avenue  in  Allston.  It  can  be 
easily  missed,  so  keep  your  eyes  peeled 
for  it.  On  a  scale  of  one  to  ten,  I  give 
Beantown  Dogs  an  eight.  Happy  eating 
to  all! 


By  Ben  Park,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Art:  Mystical  and  Mathematical? 


This  past  summer  I  had  the  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  of  traveling  to  Israel. 
I  spent  six  amazing  weeks  there  with  my 
summer  camp,  touring  the  entire  country 
Our  activities  included  floating  in  the 
Dead  Sea,  herding  goats  and  sheep,  spend¬ 
ing  four  days  in  the  desert,  snorkeling  and 
even  riding  camels.  To  visit  such  a  special 
place  during  such  a  politically  significant 


Friedman,  an  artist  who  bases  his  work 
on  ideas  from  Kabbalah,  or  Jewish  mysti¬ 
cism.  Bom  in  Denver,  Colorado,  Friedman 
moved  to  Israel  in  1977  and  has  been  living 
in  Tzfat  since  1979. 

The  concepts  of  Kabbalah  art  are 
not  exactly  simple,  but  if  you  bear  with  me, 
I  think  you  will  be  intrigued  as  I  was. 

One  of  the  many  aspects  of  Kab¬ 
balah  is  exploring  the  numerical  values 
of  the  Hebrew  alphabet.  Shown  below  is 
a  table  of  all  22  Hebrew  letters  and  then- 


even  contain  the  letters  alef,  mem  and  shin, 
respectively)  The  heavens  were  created  out 
of  fire,  the  earth  was  created  out  of  water 
and  air  acts  as  an  intermediary  be¬ 
tween  fire  and  water,  or  between 
heaven  and  earth. 

Now  here  is  where  a  great 
Boston  Latin  School  education  in 
math  (particularly  geometry)  can 
come  in  handy  As  shown  in  the  pic¬ 
ture,  after  placing  the  heavens  at  the 
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in  the  middle,  a  shape  can 
be  drawn  around  each  of 
the  three  special  letters. 
On  the  top,  a  triangle  is 
drawn  closely  around  the 
shin.  A  triangle  has  three 
sides,  and  zeros  aside,  the 
numerical  value  of  shin  is 


time  was  an  absolutely  unforgettable 
experience. 

During  our  second  weekend  there, 
I  stayed  in  the  city  of  Tzfat,  a  place  that 
truly  seems  otherworldly.  One  day,  I  had 
the  privilege  of  visiting  the  studio  of  David 


respective  numerical  values. 

According  to  the  Kabbalah,  there 
are  three  “mother”  letters  in  the  alphabet: 
alef,  representing  air;  mem,  representing 
water;  and  shin,  representing  fire.  (In  fact, 
the  Hebrew  words  for  air,  water  and  fire 


three  as  well.  On  the  bottom,  a 
square  is  drawn  right  around  the 
mem.  A  square  has  four  sides,  and 
zeros  aside,  the  numerical  value 
of  mem  is  four  also.  Finally,  in  the 
middle,  a  circle  surrounds  the  alef. 
Yes,  technically,  a  circle  does  not  have 
any  sides,  but  in  a  way,  a  circle  has  one 
continuous  side  (try  thinking  outside  the 
box).  And,  of  course,  the  numerical  value 
of  alef  vs,  one. 

Not  only  do  these  particular  shapes 


fit  nicely  around  their  respective  letters, 
there  also  is  one  other  interesting  tidbit. 
Observe  how  the  diagonal  of  the  alef  (in 
the  middle  of  the 
picture)  can  serve  as 
the  diameter  of  the 
circle  surrounding 
the  alef.  The  ratio 
between  the  diam¬ 
eter  and  the  circle  is 
pi,  a  mystical,  end¬ 
less,  irrational  num¬ 
ber.  The  first  three 
digits  of  pi.>  That 
would  be  three,  one 
and  four.  That’s 
three  (like  the  trian¬ 
gular  rlim),  one  (hke 
the  circular  alef)  and 
four  (Uke  the  square 
mem)\  A  crazy  coincidence?  I  will  let  you 
be  the  judge. 

There  is  much  more  to  Kabbalah 
than  the  exploration  of  Hebrew  letters’ 
values  and  their  representations.  I  am  no 
expert  on  the  mystical  ways  of  Kabbalah, 
but  I  hope  this  small  window  to  a  larger 
world  can  say  something  about  perceiving 
even  the  simplest  aspects  of  Ufe.  After  aU,  a 
few  lonely  letters  of  an  alphabet  may  seem 
trivial,  but  they  can  paint  a  picture  worth 
a  thousand  words. 


FRIEDMAN'S  ART  BLENDS 
MYSTICISM  AND  MATH 


•  ,  - — /  Miapcs  a  tnousana  woros. 

Ajax  and  Tagging  Herald  New  Net  Age 

‘  data  has  chanced.  Internet  users  micht  allow  vnn  i-r.  - 1  ,  ^ 


Flickr 

Continued  from  page  12 _ 

chronous  JavaScript  and  XML.  Ajax  helps 
websites  and  browserbased  applications 
to  be  more  like  those  on  your  desktop, 
allowing  you  to  make  changes  to  the 
page  without  having  to  reload  or  go  to 


data  has  changed.  Internet  users  might 
be  familiar  with  Ajax  from  Google’s  Lo¬ 
cal  Map  interface,  which  allows  viewing 
of  global  satellite  images  and  roadmaps. 
The  Ajax  integration  allows  the  page  to 
scroll  from  location  to  location,  add¬ 
ing  location  pins  and  superimposing 
direction  routes  over  streets.  Ajax  even 


allow  you  to  tag  locations  correspond¬ 
ing  to  interesting  satellite  pictures  for 
office-chair  sightseeing.  There  is  even 
an  application  known  as  “Geotagging,” 
which  allows  you  to  extract  the  longitude 
and  latitude  from  the  map  and  add  it 
to  your  Flickr  tags.  Maps  can  then  be 
viewed  with  thumbnails  of  the  Flickr 


a  new  webpage,  and  giving  you  immedi- 
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’  possible  for  the  map  service  to  images  imposed  on  their  cartocraDhical 
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summer,  and  Google  now  uses  Ajax  in 
its  Personalized  Homepage  and  Gmail 
services.  Many  other  independent 
webdevelopers  are  creating  their  own 
new  intuitive  social  web  sites,  and  even 
creating  mash-ups  and  cross-searches  of 
the  large  ones  mentioned  here.  Instead 
of  waiting  for  the  future  of  the  internet, 
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Ortiz,  A 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Although  trying  to  be  as  unbiased 
as  possible,  as  a  Red  Sox  fan  with  the 
amount  of  admiration  and  pride  I  have 
for  David  Ortiz  as  a  player  and  person, 
and  the  general  hatred  and  disdain  I 
have  for  Alex  Rodriguez,  I  am  not  able 
to  remain  impartial.  I  wiU,  however,  do 
my  best  to  use  a  neutral  approach  to 
break  down  this  MVP  race  through  the 
numbers,  intangibles  and  overall  deserv¬ 
ing  points  for  each  of  these  amazing  and 
potential  “most  valuable”  players.  Truth¬ 
fully,  it  could  go  either  way,  considering 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Sports  — - 

-Rod  Slugging  It  Out  For  MVP 


Papi’s  clutch  hitting  and  A-Rod’s  overall 
stability  both  on  defense  and  at  the  plate. 
This  makes  it  one  of  the  closer  and  more 
controversial  MVP  races  of  the  last  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

First,  the  concrete  statistical  evi¬ 
dence  backs  the  argument  for  each  of 
these  fine  players.  Starting  with  Rodri¬ 
guez,  his  overall  performance  during 
the  year  was  as  solid  as  anyone’s  in  the 
league.  He  finished  the  season  with  a 
surprising  .321  batting  average,  along  with 
48  HRs  and  130  RBIs.  Obviously,  these 
are  very  impressive  stats  and  deserve 
great  respect,  but  when  projected  against 
Ortiz’s,  they  become  ordinary.  That  is 
how  amazing  and  extraordinary  each 
player’s  season  has  been  this  year.  Ortiz 
ended  the  season  with  a  respectable  .300 
average,  plus  great  power  numbers  with 
47  HRs  and  148  RBIs.  In  the  end,  though, 
Rodriguez’s  seasonal  numbers  were  bet¬ 
ter  than  Ortiz’s,  however  so  slightly.  A- 
Rod  also  beat  out  Ortiz  in  the  important 
categories  of  On-Base-Percentage  and 
OPS,  and  also  played  a  Gold  Glove-cali¬ 
ber  third  base,  compared  to  Ortiz’s  not 
fielding  at  all.  The  statistical  edge,  then, 
has  to  go  to  Rodriguez. 

The  argument  for  Ortiz,  though, 
comes  into  play  when  you  look  beyond 
the  concrete  stats  and  delve  deeper  into 


the  meaning  of  the  word  “valuable”  as  in 
“most  valuable  player.”  Looking  beyond 
the  pages  of  stats  and  more  at  what  the 
true  meaning  of  this  award  is,  we  find 
reasons  to  favor  Ortiz.  First  of  all,  to  me, 
the  MVP  should  go  to  the  player  who  has 
the  most  effect  and  “value”  to  his  respec¬ 
tive  team’s  seasonal  outcome.  Under  this 
definition,  it  goes  hands-down  to  Ortiz. 
He  is  the  life  of  the  Red  Sox  clubhouse 
and  batting  order;  without  him  the  Sox 
would  be  little  better  than  a  .500  team. 

Rodriguez,  admittedly,  has  been  an 
important  player  to  the  Yankees.  He  has 
adopted  the  role  of  a  team  leader  and 
has  hit  very  well.  Yet  he 
has  also  benefited  from  the 
protection  he  has  gotten 
in  his  batting  order,  with 
Derek  Jeter,  Jason  Giambi 
and  Hideki  Matsui.  Such 
peer  support  was  some¬ 
what  absent  for  Ortiz  this 
year,  other  than  Manny 
Ramirez.  Most  important¬ 
ly,  Ortiz  has  the  intangible 
ability  to  get  clutch  hits 
time  after  time.  He  has  hit 
18  lead-changing  HRs,  29 
lead-giving  RBIs  and  has 
45  RBIs  with  two  outs.  In 
contrast,  Rodriguez  has  not 


shown  any  clutch  abilities  at  all.  Overall, 
when  it  comes  down  to  these  intangibles 
of  clutch  hitting,  clubhouse  presence  and 
overall  value  to  your  team’s  chances  of 
winning,  Ortiz  takes  the  cake. 

In  the  end,  when  the  votes  get  tal¬ 
lied  and  we  hear  the  winner’s  name,  it 
will  be  understandable  either  way.  With 
A-Rod’s  solid-tool  skills  at  third  and 
Ortiz’s  clutch  stats  and  cool  personality,  it 
will  make  for  a  very  close  finish.  I  respect 
whatever  the  decision  is,  either  A-Rod  or 
Big  Papi.  Obviously,  though,  as  a  devout 
Red  Sox  fan,  I  hope  Ortiz  blows  away 
Rodriguez'in  the  voting. 


NHL  Tries  To  Defrost 


By  Ron  Bower,  I 

Staff  Writer 


When  last  season  was  cancelled, 
I  did  not  think  too  much  of  it.  Then 
in  about  Alarch,  it  hit  me.  The  playoffs 
would  normally  be  starting  soon.  The 
Bruins  would  probably  be  vying  for  the 
Division  or  Conference  title  and  the 
games  would  finally  be  exciting. 
Playoff  hockey  has  the  potential 
to  be  among  the  best  playoffs  in 
the  nation.  But  millions  of  fans 
were  robbed  of  their  playoffs  and 
their  never-ending  sudden  death 
overtimes.  When  it  was  announced 
on  July  13  that  the  National  Hockey 
League  would  return,  millions  of 
enthusiasts  were  relieved.  We  took 
the  NHL  for  granted.  Howwill  the 
league  recover  from  the  tragedy  of 
losing  an  entire  season? 

Collective  Bargaining  Agree¬ 
ment  talks  and  lockout  news  were 
bigger  stories  than  any  of  the 
Stanley  Cup  Finals  have  been  in  the 
past  five  years,  and  thus  have  done 
their  part  in  keeping  hockey  in  the 
limelight.  The  NHL  is  doing  its 
best  to  promote  the  sport  and  hope 
to  entice  fans  to  return.  Its  strategy 
is  to  promote  the  game  through 
rule  changes,  a  cable  network  that 
would  consistently  feature  hockey, 
ad  campaigns  and  through  the  big¬ 
gest  asset  of  all — the  players. 

The  biggest  marketing  tool 
is  i8-yearold  Sidney  Crosby  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Penguins.  Crosby  is  projected 
to  be  the  next  Wayne  Gretzky.  When 
asked  what  he  thought  of  him,  an  avid 
hockey  fan  said,  “I  don’t  think  he’ll  be  all 
he’s  been  cracked  up  to  be.  I  think  he’s  in 
there  just  to  bring  hype  back  to  hockey, 
and  increase  revenue.”  It  is  true  that  he 
was  an  incredible  Major  Junior  Hockey 
player,  but  then  again  so  was  Joe  Thorn¬ 
ton.  While  he  had  developed  into  a  fine 
player,  he  is  not  expected  to  challenge  any 
of  Gretzky’s  records. 

But  one  cannot  blame  the  NHL 
for  using  this  tactic.  The  NBA  Lias  been 
using  it  ever  since  Michael  Jordan  was 


first  rumored  to  retire,  bringing  people 
to  games  year  after  year,  who  hoped  to 
get  a  glimpse  of  the  Next  Jordan.  To 
further  support  the  idea  of  Crosby  as 
a  marketing  tool,  the  NHL  gave  every 
team  a  chance  at  winning  the  first  overall 
pick.  After  the  owners  and  NHL  Players’ 
Association  ofiicially  agreed  to  the  new 
CBA  on  July  30,  a  draff  lottery  was  held. 


Phoenix  Coyotes’  bench,  and  the  Next 
One,  Crosby,  to  the  Penguins,  numerous 
AU-Stars  changed  hands,  including  Brian 
Leetch,  Eric  Lindros,  Paul  Kariya,  Nikolai 
Khabibulin  and  Dominik  Flasek. 

Now  that  the  off-season  is  finished, 
the  NHL  is  hoping  its  current  “My  NHU 
marketing  campaign  will  excite  fans.  NHL 
Commissioner  Gary  Bettman  put  it  best: 


(CLOCKWISE)  THORNTON  HELPS  BEGIN  NEW  SEASON,  SVATOS  OF  THE  AVS  SCORES  THE  FIRST  HAT-TRICK,  THE  BRUINS 
FACE  OFF  AGAINST  THE  DEFENDING  CHAMPION  LIGHTNING,  CROSBY  SCORES  HIS  FIRST  GOAL  AGAINST  THE  BRUINS 


in  which  aU  30  teams  were  given  nearly 
equal  chances  at  winning  the  first  pick. 
Rumor  had  it  that  the  NHL  was  looking 
to  rig  the  lottery  and  put  Sidney  Crosby 
in  a  New  York  Rangers  uniform  to  secure 
him  in  a  large  market.  The  Bruins  won  the 
22nd  pick  at  which  they  drafted  blue-liner 
Matt  Lashoff. 

When  asked  who  would  win  the 
Stanley  Cup  this  year,  Tom  Ahmadifar  (I) 
said,  “I’m  really  not  sure.  There  were  so 
many  changes  in  the  off-season.”  Many 
teams  had  no  choice  but  to  release  some 
of  their  star  players.  Besides  the  addi¬ 
tion- off  he’ Great  One,  Gretzky,  to  the 


“When  the  season  begins  on  October  5th, 
we  will  celebrate  the  return  of  hockey,  and 
honor  the  values  tradition  and  emotion  of 
the  game  we  all  love.  To  salute  those  vin 
tues,  we  have  teamed  with  Conductor  to 
create  a  marketing  message  that  captures 
hocke/s  intensity,  drama  and  power.” 

The  commercial  entitled  “Warrior” 
depicts  a  hockey  player  in  his  warlike 
locker  room  preparing  for  the  game.  After 
a  quote  from  Sun  Tzu,  the  Warrior  sits 
and  envisions  his  momentary  struggle:  the 
wind-up  of  his  slap  shot,  his  intense  hits 
and  the  reaction  of  the  crowd.  The  com-  . 
mercial  is  supposed  to  stir  up  thoughts 


of  the  Coliseum  and  gladiators  fighting 
for  their  fans. 

Even  with  an  emotional  ad  cam¬ 
paign,  it  will  be  tough  for  the  NHL  to 
gain  the  fanbase  that  it  seeks.  To  main¬ 
tain  the  consistent  revenue  they  need  to 
make  the  casual  puclrheads  steady  fans. 
Though  most  fans  are  excited  about  the 
new  season,  the  majority  of  the  target 
demographic  (males  15  to  50) 
admit  that  they  watch  little 
hockey  or  some  of  the  playoffs 
at  best.  Even  fewer  fans  admit  to 
being  angry  about  last  season’s 
lockout. 

All  of  the  fans  were  ex¬ 
cited  about  the  new  rules,  with 
the  exception  of  the  strict  pen¬ 
alty  calls.  The  shootout,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  is  generating  buzz  across 
the  sports  world.  Other  rules 
instated  include  the  abolishment 
of  the  red  Une,  which  increases 
the  chances  for  a  breakaway. 
Off-sides  will  be  waved  if  all 
offensive  players  “touch-up.”  In 
addition,  goaltenders  will  have 
smaller  pads  and  they  can  only 
control  pucks  in  the  designated 
28-foot  trapezoidal  area  behind 
the  net. 

As  far  as  ticket  prices  go, 
fees  have  been  cut  for  two-thirds 
of  the  teams,  and  sales  were  not 
hurt  too  much  by  the  locked- 
out  season.  Approximately  90 
percent  of  the  season-ticket 
holders  reportedly  returned  to 
the  league.  Single  game  tickets  are  also 
selling  much  better  than  they  were  two 
years  ago. 

“Thank  Ydu  Fans!”  is  to  be  written 
across  every  NHL  blue-line.  In  the  end, 
the  league’s  survival  depends  on  the  paying 
customers.  After  a  year  off,  the  players  are 
hungry  to  compete.  The  new  rules  should 
not  make  an  immediate  impact,  but  as 
soon  as  teams  and  coaches  become  used  to 
them,  look  for  high  scoring  contests  and 
a  faster  brand  of  hockey.  Hockey  is  back 
and  the  game  will  be  better.  The  question 
remains  though:  do  you  need  hockey? 
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Latin  Runs  with  Dynamic  Duo 
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By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Boston  Latin  has  always  been 
blessed  with  strong  running  backs.  The 
styles  of  running  have  differed  over  the 
years,  but  their  strengths  have  always 
remained  the  same.  This  year,  however, 
things  have  changed.  The  Boston  Latin 
football  team  does  not  have  one  strong 
running  back;  instead,  they  have 
two.  Captain  Rory  Foley  (I)  and 
Zack  Macinnis  (I)  share  the 
carries  for  the  Wolfpack,  which 
relies  on  a  strong  running  game. 

Foley  is  the  leading  rusher.  He 
started  off  the  season  with  a  bang, 
taking  the  first  play  from  scrim¬ 
mage  over  60  yards  for  a  touch¬ 
down  against  North  Quincy.  He  is 
a  workhorse  who  will  run  through 
anyone  trying  to  stand  in  his  way. 
Macinnis  is  no  average  backup. 

A  strong  runner,  he  easily  reeled 
off  a  70-yard  run  against  Bedford. 

With  two  such  talented  weapons, 
the  Wolfpack  has  the  potential  to  „  . 
wreak  havoc  in  the  competitive 
Dual  County  League.  •  ■  ■ ' 

Crucial  to  an  effective  run¬ 
ning  game  is  a  strong  offensive 
line.  Things  begin  to  fall  into 
place  for  the  Wolfpack  in  this 
regard.  In  its  preseason  summary 
of  the  Latin  football  team.  The  ■ 
Boston  Globe  described  Latin’s 
lines  as  its  strength.  The  offensive  ' 
line  falls  far  short  in  experience 
and  size.  Anchored  by  three-year 

starter  Tim  Prata  (I)  at  guard,  the  - 

line  includes  many  other  starting 
seniors  such  as  Keith  Webber,  James  Ro- 
arty,  Joe  Duggan  and  Jake  Coyne,  who  is 
starting  for  the  injured  Stefan  Kaluziak 
(I).  The  key  to  an  efficient  running  game 
is  for  the  line  to  open  up  holes  for  the 


dynamic  duo  of  Foley  and  Macinnis. 
The  line  has  demonstrated  its  ability 
at  times  and  “is  doing  a  decent  job  of 
opening  holes,”  says  Prata.  To  address 
the  inconsistency  between  the  fine  and 
running  game,  he  added,  “we  need  to  just 
get  off  the  ball  better.” 

To  complement  its  potent  running 
game,  the  Wolfpack  possesses  a  second¬ 
ary  yet  effective  weapon  in  the  passing 


Maneikis  a  large  and  speedy  target  with 
sure  hands.  The  two  hooked  up  for  touch¬ 
down  strikes  of  24  and  46  yards  against 
Bedford.  As  Maneikis  grows  into  the  role 
of  starting  quarterback,  he  will  provide 
Latin  with  a  two-pronged  attack. 

The  defense  for  the  Wolfpack  has 
yet  to  develop  consistency.  In  the  first 
game  against  North  Quincy,  the  de¬ 
fensive  line  and  linebackers  constantly 
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THE  FOOTBALL  TEAM  GOES  THROUGH  THE  MOTIONS  AT  ROBERTO  CLEMENTE  FIELD 


game.  First  year  quarterback  Greg  Ma¬ 
neikis  (II)  is  able  to  throw  a  tight  spiral 
and  has  the  abihty  to  move  around  in 
the  pocket  and  avoid  the  rush,  which 
allow  him  time  to  find  an  open  receiver 
in  passing  downs.  Tim  Sherek  (I)  gives 


pressured  the  quarterback,  resulting  in 
several  fumble  recoveries  and  multiple 
sacks.  Tim  Harrington  (I)  and  Anthony 
Haley  (I)  provided  the  rush  from  the 
outside  ends  while  Duggan  and  Webber 
clogged  the  middle.  Since  then,  however. 


opposing  teams  have  torn  the  defense 
apart  in  different  ways.  Bedford  running 
back  Woodrow  Carter  exploited  the  run¬ 
ning  game  in  his  team's  victory  over  the 
Wolfpack  and  Wayland  quarterback  Alex 
Jenny  found  many  holes  in  the  secondary 
Both  the  linebacking  corps  with  Prata, 
Macinnis  and  Garo  Yessayan  (II)  and  the 
secondary  led  by  Foley  and  Ben  Speicher 
(I  I)  have  skill  and  speed;  the  weakness 
lies  in  their  depth. 

The  Wolfpack  is 
holding  its  head  high,  de¬ 
spite  its  1-5  record,  as  it 
heads  into  the  meat  of 
its  schedule.  Regardless 
of  what  the  scoreboard 
says,  Latin  has  confidence. 
“We  know  with  our  backs 
that  if  we  make  all  of  our 
blocking,  Foley  or  Macin¬ 
nis  can  easily  make  a  50 
plus  yard  run  for  a  TD 
on  every  play,”  says  Prata. 
“They  have  the  ability  to 
go  all  the  way  every  time 
they  touch  the  ball.”  Not 
many  teams  can  declare 
that,  but  BLS  can.  “If  we 
can  get  our  ground  game 
on  the  move  and  get  every¬ 
one  working  together  as  a 
unit,  we  can  take  on  some 
of  the  tougher  teams  in  the 
league  and  even  pull  off  an 
»  s  upset  too,”  explains  Prata. 
g  This  will  come  in  handy  as 
■s  ^  the  Wol^ack  faces  tough 
opponents  such  as  West- 

-  ford  Academy,  Acton-Box- 

borough,  Lincoln-Sudbury 
and  Catholic  Memorial  in  the  upcoming 
weeks.  Nothing  is  impossible  and  with 
a  dedicated  coaching  staff  led  by  Mr. 
John  McDonough,  Latin  should  not  be 
counted  out  of  any  match  up. 


Cross  Country  Looking  to  Make  New  Strides 


By  Michela  DeSantis,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Many  think  of  cross  country  as  an 
easy  sport.  All  you  have  to  do  is  run,  right? 
WRONG.  Cross  country  is  a  grueling 
sport  that  demands  determination,  per 
severance  and  spirit.  The  cross  country 
team  at  Boston  Latin  School  practices  day 
in  and  day  out  for  a  sport,  of  which  others 
don't  think  highly,  but  a  sport  which  they 
love.  When  the  cross  country  team  is  not 
having  its  weekly  meets,  which  consist  of 
3.1  mile  races  for  varsity  and  1.9  rrule  races 
for  freshman,  it  is  practicing  and  working 
on  its  technique  every  day  in  every  type 
of  weather.  The  practices  are  not  easy  by 
any  means;  team  members  run  anywhere 
from  six  to  eight  miles  a  day! 

Its  record  (1-3  as  of  October  i)  does 
not  accurately  represent  the  effort  that 
the  team  puts  into  the  sport,  as  it  con¬ 
tinues  to  work  hard  every  day.  Although 
the  team  may  have  few  wins  to  show  as 
a  whole,  Cassie  KuU  (I)  stated  that  each 
member  has  become  “individually  better 
and  has  made  personal  strides.”  Each  run¬ 
ner  is  accomplishing  his  or  her  own  goals 
and  we  will  surely  see  an  even  better  team 
in  future  years.  When  asked  how  the  sea¬ 
son  was  going.  Coach  Michael  Meagher 
replied,  “Great.  Every  season  goes  great.” 
He  also  commented  that  the  teams  has 
improved  by  “working  hard  because  hard 
work  pays  off  in  the  long  run.”  As  I  talked 
to  the  coach  at  the  Massachusetts  State 


Track  Coaches  Association’s  14th  Annual 
Bob  McIntyre  Bay  State  Cross  Country 
Invitational  Division  i  held  at  Franklin 
Park,  aU  I  could  get  out  of  him  were  two 
sentences.  This  just  goes  to  show  that 
cross  country  is  a  sport  that  requires  full 
dedication  from  both 
coaches  and  runners. 

The  team  is  not 
even  halfway  into  its 
season  yet  and  things 
could  turn  around. 

Some  young  runners 
showcased  their  talent 
in  the  McIntyre  Bay 
State  Invitational  Di¬ 
vision  I,  namely  Con¬ 
rad  Ennis  (IV),  who 
finished  with  a  time 
of  12:26  and  86th  out 
of  268  runners  in  the 
freshman  boys’  race, 
and  Kerri  Costello  (LV), 
who  finished  in  the  top 
half  of  the  pack  in  the 
freshman  girls’  race 
with  a  time  of  15:44. 

Varsity,  however, 
might  have  a  tough 
season  due  to  the  temporary  absences 
of  key  runners  Meghan  O’Donnell  (I), 
Cecilia  Wong  (I)  and  captain  Caroline 
O’Loughlin  (II),  who  fell  on  her  stress- 
fractured  foot  during  the  October  i 
McIntyre  Invitational  race.  Nonetheless, 
several  senior  veterans,  including  Maura 


Donnelly,  Cassie  KuU,  Lindsay  Ong,  Lau¬ 
ren  Costello,  Monica  Mleczko,  Abenet 
Ghebremichael  and  Robert  Deegan, 
should  make  a  difference  in  upcoming 
races.  They  are  working  hard  at  devel¬ 
oping  their  own  skiUs  and  abilities  and 


encouraging  underclassmen.  Although 
O’LoughUn  was  re-injured  in  the  October 
I  race,  the  Boston  Latin  team  was  able 
to  press  on  and  finish  as  best  it  could. 
Lauren  CosteUp  came  in  with  a  time  of 
23:42  and  her  teammates  all  followed  in 
less  than  a  minute  and  a  half  behind  her. 
In  the  Boys  Varsity  Division  i  race,  which 


showcased  342  runners,  Robert  Deegan 
came  in  121st  with  a  time  of  18:03  and 
Abenet  Ghebremichael  in  194th  with  a 
time  of  18:46. 

It  is  especiaUy  tough  for  our  Latin 
School  cross  country  team  to  compete 
at  a  higher  level  because  at 
so  many  other  schools,  most 
kids  run  three  seasons  a  year 
(cross  country,  indoor  track, 
and  outdoor  track).  At  Latin, 
only  three  runners  on  the  girls’ 
cross  country  team  are  able  to 
run  throughout  the  year.  This, 
however,  displays  the  versatil¬ 
ity  of  the  Boston  Latin  athlete 
as  many  of  the  other  runners 
compete  in  other  types  of  sports 
throughout  the  year. 

When  attending  the 
MSTCA  14th  Annual  Bob  Mc¬ 
Intyre  Bay  State  Cross  Country 
Invitational  Division  i,  it  was 
shocking  to  see  the  level  of 
competition  and  the  difficulty 
of  cross  country  My  view  on  the 
sport  changed  and  I  now  give 
much  more  credit  to  our  school’s 
team.  It  is  committed  to  improv¬ 
ing  its  running  and  remains  determined 
no  matter  what  the  situation.  If  you  have 
the  time,  you  should  attend  a  meet.  I  am 
sure  your  view  of  the  sport  will  drastically 
change  too.  Just  check  out  the  Athletics 
section  on  the  Boston  Latin  School  web¬ 
site  for  a  schedule  and  directions. 
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Spotlight 
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By  Zack  MacInnis,  I 

CoiwRiBiTiNc  Writer 


The  first  thing  you  may  notice  about 
Rory  Foley  (besides  the  huge  muscles  or 
the  constant  Ron  Burgundy  quotes)  is  how 
great  a  student-athlete  and  friend  he  is. 
He  is  one  of  the  hardest  working  people  I 
know,  which  is  the  primary  reason  for  all 
of  his  successes, 

Sfjorts  have  b<;en  a  big  part  of  Roiy  s 
life  since  he  was  a  child.  Ever  since  he  could 
walk,  he  has  been  playing  football  in  the  fell 
and  baseball  in  the  spring.  As  well-known 
as  he  is  as  captain  of  the  football  team, 
some  people  may  not  realize  how  amazing 
a  baseball  player  he  is.  Last  year,  as  a  junior 
in  the  competitive  Dual  County  League, 
he  was  a  finalist  for  league  AIVR  He  led 
the  league  in  home  runs  as  well  as  in  other 
offensive  categories.  But  what  does  all  of 
this  success  mean  if  the  scoreboard  doesn't 
show  that  the  Latin  School  has  won  at  the 
end  of  the  game?  Nothing  at  all,  and  you 
do  not  want  to  see  him  lose.  As  much  pain 
as  he  can  endure  (just  look  at  his  left  hand 
if  you  don’t  believe  me),  the  only  time  Fve 
seen  him  in  tears  is  after  a  close  loss.  Yru 
can  always  cotmt  on  him  to  give  no  percent 
to  everything  he  does.  Also,  if  there  is  one 
thing  he  cares  about  as  much  as  winning, 
it’s  his  teammates.  Whether  you  are  a 
varsity  starter  or  a  freshman,  if  you  have  a 
problem  he  will  try  to  take  care  of  it.  That 
is  what  makes  him  such  a  good  leader  and 
an  even  better  friend.  He  always  pushes 
you  to  your  full  potential  and  helps  you  up 
whenever  you  get  knocked  down.  This  is 
how  he  makes  the  entire  team  better. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  varsity 
baseball  team  since  freshman  year  and  the 
varsity  football  team  since  sophomore 
year.  Not  too  many  students  can  claim  to 
have  accomplished  so  much.  Once  again, 
this  is  not  something  he  brags  about.  He 
would  rather  put  the  team  first  and  his  ac¬ 
complishments  second. 

Outside  of  school  he  is  the  same 
great  person.  He  is  actively  involved  in  the 
West  Roxbury  community  and  is  admired 
by  “tonso”  little  kids  because  of  the  work 
he  has  done  as  a  camp  counselor  for  the 
West  Roxbury  Community  Center,  where 
his  great  personality  and  sense  of  humor 
won  him  three  straigjit  Camp  Counselor  of. 
The  Year  Awards;  and  yes,  he  is  going  for  a 
foiuth  in  the  summer  of  2006. 

He  spends  most  of  his  free  time 
either  making  friends  laugh  or  pumping 
some  serious  iron  at  the  YMCA  as  he 
prepares  for  the  upcoming  sports  season. 
Some  people  wonder  how  he  can  fit  the 
time  to  lift  weights  into  a  day  already  filled 
with  school,  football  or  baseball,  and  finally 
dinner  and  homework.  The  answer  is  wak¬ 
ing  up  at  around  4:30  in  the  morning  and 
working  hard  while  most  of  us  are  sound 
asleep.  My  only  explanation  for  this  is  that 
he  is  out  of  his  mind. 

As  the  time  for  applying  to  colleges 
gets  closer  and  closer,  Rory  hop)es  to  be 
accepted  to  Holy  Cross.  It  offers  aU  the 
courses  he  is  interested  in,  but  also  a  chance 
to  play  football,  a  dream  he  has  always 
looked  to  fulfill.  With  continuous  hard 
work  and  dedication,  this  is  beginning  to 
seem  more  like  a  reality 
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Golf  Swinging  Away  Again 


By  Tim  Praia,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Hundreds  of  yards  of  green  grass, 
sand  dunes  and  the  quiet  clapping  of 
hands  at  the  end  of  each  putt  can  only 
mean  one  thing:  it  is  golf  season  again. 
Boston  Latin  School  makes  its  way  to  the 
fairway  for  yet  another  year.  The  William 
J.  Devine  (5olf  Course  at  Franklin  Park 
hosts  another  year  of  Latin  School  golf, 
and  with  Coach  Ben¬ 
nie  Myers’s  final  season 
off  to  a  rocky  start,  the 
team  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  turning  things 
around. 

The  last  few  sea¬ 
sons  have  not  been 
the  most  successful, 
but  that  is  partly  due 
to  the  Dual  County 
League  managing  to 
produce  tough  com¬ 
petitors  in  just  about 
every  sport,  including 
golf  The  team  this  year 
has  a  strong  group  of 
seniors  leading  the  way 
with  senior  Tri-Cap- 
tains  Marlene  O’Hara, 

Pat  Poulin  and  Matt 
Stone,  but  is  still  hav-  tR>-captains  (from 
ing  a  tough  time  man¬ 
aging  a  win.  Earlier  in  the  season,  the  team 
managed  a  tie,  though  when  asked  about 
how  the  match  went,  Coleman  O’Brien 
(I)  said  only,  “We  had  a  pretty  decent 
match,  everyone  made  shots  and  missed 
a  couple.  At  least  we  had  fun  today.  Great 
job  McGlaughlin.” 

With  autumn  on  its  way,  and  the 
season  coming  to  a  close  soon.  Coach 


Myers’s  final  year  of  leadership  is  drawing 
to  an  end  as  well.  Coach  Myers  has  been 
the  coach  of  the  Boston  Latin  team  for 
17  years,  which  is  longer  than  most  of  the 
kids  on  the  team  have  been  alive.  The  golf 
season  may  also  be  coming  to  a  close  for 
the  seniors  such  as  Shawna  Sinnott,  but, 
as  O’Hara  put  it,  “the  future  of  the  team 
looks  good,  there’s  a  lot  of  potential  and 
talented  underclassmen  on  the  team.”  She 
added,  “But  our  season  is  shorter  than 
most,  so  it  may  be  it  for  us  [seniors!  this 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT)  PAT  POULIN  (I),  MARLENE  O'HARA  (I),  MATT  STONE  (1) 


year.”  The  season  is  not  over  yet,  though, 
and  some  are  hoping  to  give  Coach  Myers 
something  to  look  back  on  for  this  last 
season.  “Though  it  has  not  turned  out  to 
be  the  best  season,  we  all  have  had  fun 
this  season,  thanks  to  the  support  of  our 
coach,  Mr.  Myers,”  said  Poulin.  Another 
teammate  commented  on  the  season,  not 
reflecting  on  the  wins  and  losses,  but  the 


experiences  that  came  from  the  season.  “I 
wouldn’t  say  that  winning  was  the  pinnacle 
of  the  season,  but  all  in  all  it  was  a  big 
SHAZZAM,”  said  Connor  Lafferty  (I). 

With  only  one  match  left  in  the 
season,  the  team  at  least  has  the  chance 
to  go  out  with  some  flare.  The  final  match 
up  against  Concord-Carhsle  and  Westford 
Academy  is  a  tri-match,  and  the  team  is 
hoping  to  go  out  on  a  win.  But  win  or  lose, 
the  season  was  good  for  all  the  members 
on  this  year’s  team.  Everyone  contribut¬ 
ed,  and  the  team  really 
came  together.  There 
were  several  new  faces, 
but  Mr.  Myers  treated 
them  as  if  they  played 
for  the  school  since 
eighth  grade.  ‘As  a  first 
year  player,  it  was  a  fun 
experience.  No  matter 
the  score,  Mr.  Myers 
was  still  encoiuaging  for 
the  next  match,”  said 
Tyler  Drinkwater  (I). 

The  record  may 
tilt  to  the  win  column, 
but  that  does  not  mean 
that  they  did  not  play  to 
their  potential  on  every 
stroke.  “The  season  was 
still  an  overall  success 
because  in  the  end,  ev¬ 
ery  one  on  the  team 
enjoyed  themselves,”  said  Zack  Cronin 
(I).  Leaving  the  season  on  a  good  note  is 
important  for  this  year’s  team,  as  it  is  Mr. 
Myers  last  year  of  coaching.  Regardless  of 
what  happens,  these  players  will  always 
have  many  friends  and  experiences  to  talk 
about  at  each  reunion.  The  record  will  just 
be  another  “inside  joke”  that  the  team  will 
have  in  the  future. 


Boys'  Soccer  Kicking,  Screaming 


By  Adam  Fleischer,  I 

Staff  Wrtter 


As  the  boys’  varsity  soccer  team 
stepped  off  the  bus  on  Friday,  September 
23,  they  knew  they  would  have  to  play 
their  hearts  out  simply  to  make  their 
upcoming  game  a  competitive  one. 
About  to  face  Lincoln-Sudbury,  one  of 
the  stronger  teams  in  the  Dual  County 
League,  which  has  in  the 
recent  past  been  able  to 
fend  off  Latin  fairly  handily, 
the  squad  felt  optimistic 
as  they  headed  onto  the 
beautiful  turf  covering  the 
Lincoln-Sudbury  field.  As 
a  whole,  the  Pack  played 
pretty  well  in  the  first  half. 

A  very  respectable  per¬ 
formance  by  goalie  Brian 
Strickland  (II)  along  with 
a  late  goal  by  Nick  Milano 
(1)  brought  the  first  half  to 
a  close  with  Latin  down,  2- 
I.  To  begin  the  second  half, 
new  goalie  Mike  Marra  (IV) 
took  over  for  Strickland, 
and  he,  too,  only  let  in  two 
goals.  Leading  goal  scorer 
Alan  Sicairos  (II)  added  to  his  total  by 
putting  one  through  the  net,  ultimately 
leading  to  a  final  score  of  4-2,  in  favor  of 
Lincoln-Sudbury.  A  loss  is  a  loss,  but  no 
one  disputed  the  fact  that  the  game  was  a 
very  valiant  effort  and  one  of  the  biggest 
emotional  highlights  of  this  season. 

Sadly,  excitement  like  that  has 
been  few  and  far  between  for  the  team 
this  year.  Soon  after  scoring  his  goal, 
Milano  injured  his  ankle  and  was  un¬ 


able  to  return  for  the  next  three  games. 
Such  a  devastating  turn  for  the  worse 
was  not  new  for  this  year’s  team,  which 
has  witnessed  more  than  its  fair  share 
of  injuries.  Rafael  Santos  (III)  and  Matt 
Monarch  (III),  as  well  as  defensive  lead¬ 
ers  Mike  Wyatt  (II)  and  Milano,  have 
all  missed  some  game  action  during  the 
course  of  the  season.  Without  a  doubt, 
these  injuries  coupled  with  the  two 


game  suspension  of  Giancarlo  Graziani 
(II)  have  hindered  the  team’s  progress 
this  year. 

These  setbacks,  however,  are  not 
because  of  a  lack  of  talent.  Coaches  and 
players  alike  agree  that  bad  calls,  on  top 
of  all  of  the  unavoidable  injuries,  have 
led  to  the  team’s  misfortune  in  the  win 
column. 

By  no  means  has  the  season  been  a 
loss.  Despite  having  to  face  the  difficult 


task  of  becoming  acclimated  with  their 
third  coach  in  as  many  years,  the  entire 
team  is  in.  agreement  that  the  change 
has  proven  to  be  for  the  better  and  has 
helped  them  vastly  improve  from  years 
past.  With  only  a  few  seniors  departs 
ing  after  this  season,  the  Wolfpack  has 
high  hopes  for  its  chances  of  vast  im¬ 
provement  in  the  years  to  come.  “The 
young  kids  have  been  able  to  gain  a  lot 
of  experience  and  endure 
some  hardships  through 
this  season,”  points  out 
Milano.  Captain  and  de¬ 
fensive  leader  Jeff  Glid- 
den  (I)  added,  “I  think 
that  everyone  who  will 
be  returning  next  season 
and  in  the  years  to  come 
should  be  excited  about 
the  direction  that  this 
team  is  headed  in.” 

More  than  just  a  fu¬ 
ture  to  look  forward  to, 
the  team  has  a  past  to 
look  highly  upon  for  many 
reasons.  Over  the  years, 
especially  this  season,  they 
have  become  a  close  knit 
group  who  never  fails  to 
enjoy  itself  while  still  working  hard  on 
the  practice  and  playing  fields.  Never 
ending  bus  rides  to  seemingly  foreign 
countries  such  as  Acton-Boxborough, 
Concord-Carlisle  and  Westford  have 
allowed  players  the  time  to  enjoy  one 
another  and  stay  in  high  spirits  no  mar 
ter  what  the  outcome  of  the  games.  Al¬ 
though  the  season  may  be  winding  down 
with  a  low  win  total,  the  team  has  plenty 
of  good  experiences  on  which  to  draw. 
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Girls  Swim  Under  The  Radar 


Spotlight 

Lani  Skipper 


By  Paul  Pokaski,  I 

ASSIST4N1  Sports  Editor 


If  one  were  to  ask  about  the  state 
of  school  sports  at  Boston  Latin  School 
this  fall,  one  would  probably  be  told  of 
the  football  team’s  disappointing  start  or 
the  hockey  team’s  aspiration  for  a  repeat 
as  state  champions.  These  events  are 
certainly  important,  but  overshadow  the 
story  of  a  successful  squad  here  at  Latin 
School.  Under  a  cloud  of  disinterest,  the 
girls’  swimming  team  has  put  together  a 
good  start  this  season.  With  its  current 
record  standing  above  the  .500  mark  at 
5-4,  the  team  cannot  be  overlooked  for 
much  longer. 

The  swimming  team  is  one  of 
the  largest  teams  here  at  Boston  Latin. 
Though  this  may  be  shocking  to  some. 


this  year’s  squad,  one  of  the  smallest 
in  past  years,  still  contains  around  40 
swimmers.  The  team  combines  experi¬ 
ence  and  leadership  from  its  seniors  and 
,  fresh  talent  from  its  underclassmen.  The 
Wolfpack  has  gotten  all  it  has  expected 
from  senior  captains  Liz  Balaconis,  Alison 
Connolly,  Meghan  Frazer,  Lani  Skipper 
and  Michelle  Trojano.  In  addition,  counts 
less  others,  such  as  sophomores  Emily 
Rodil  arid  Madeline  McDonough,  also 
contribute  to  the  team.  Unfortunately,  the 
team’s  great  size  prevents  every  swimmer 
from  being  recognized. 

While  its  record  of  5-4  is  not  over 
whelming,  this  group  of  girls  must  be 
taken  seriously.  As  is  often  the  case,  wins 
and  losses  do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  The 
Wolfpack  has  suffered  some  tough  losses 
to  quality  opponents,  including  a  harsh 


A  LATIN  SWIMMER  TEARS  UP  THE  WATER 


defeat  at  the  hands  of  Acton-Boxboro,  a 
team  with  two  members  from  the  Globe’s 
2004  All-Scholastic  team.  But  the  WolF 
pack  has  beaten  some  tough  opponents 
as  well.  It  has  already  defeated  the  com¬ 
petitive  North  Quincy  squad  not  once, 
but  twice  this  season.  As  autumn  comes 
to  an  end,  the  schedule  will  get  easier  for 
the  ’Pack,  which  hopes  to  end  the  season 
on  a  positive  note.  Do  not  infer,  however, 
that  the  team  will  play  down  to  its  oppo¬ 
nents;  the  team  relishes  opportunities  for 
wins  and  will  certainly  take  its  opponents 
seriously. 

Despite  the  team’s  relative  suc¬ 
cess  and  the  general  apathy  surrounding 
school  sports  at  Boston  Latin,  it  is  very 
disappointing  to  see  the  lack  of  interest 
in  swimming.  Even  though  this  disinterest 
does  not  hurt  the  team’s  performance,  the 
squad  must  put  up  with  bleachers  nearly 
empty  of  supporters.  The  team  also  seems 
to  suffer  from  a  lack  of  respect  from  their 
peers,  the  common  misconception  being 
that  swimming  requires  less  effort  and 
therefore  is  not  a  real  sport.  This  could  not 
be  further  from  the  truth;  only  one  visit 
to  a  practice  or  a  meet  would  certainly 
disprove  that  myth.  Just  like  every  other 
team,  these  girls  practice  hard  and  put 
serious  effort  into  their  sport. 

While  the  team  is  satisfied  with  its 
start,  there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done. 
Students  are  always  quick  to  point  out 
how  athletics  are  subpar  at  Latin  School, 
claiming  that  academics  come  first.  Yet, 
they  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  its  winning  teams.  Thus,  even 
though  the  toughest  part  of  its  season 
may  be  behind  them,  you  can  count  on  the 
girls’  swim  team  to  work  hard  and  strive 
for  the  respect  it  deserves. 


Morality  of  NFL  Celebrations 


By  Joe  Bravoco,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Let’s  face  it.  Touchdown  celebra¬ 
tions  have  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
National  Football  League.  Ranging  from 
the  ever-popular 
ized  “Dirty  Bird” 


to  the  majestic 
“Mile-High  Sa¬ 
lute,”  these  post¬ 
scoring  acts  of 
jubilation  occur 
almost  every  Sun¬ 
day,  mostly  at  the 
hands  of  familiar 
superstars  such 
as  Terrell  Owens 
and  Randy  Moss. 

Although  most  of 
these  celebrations 
would  be  consid¬ 
ered  harmless  and 

PG-rated  by  the  majority  of  football  fans, 
their  frequency  has  nonetheless  caused  an 
uproar  in  the  NFL  fan  base,  particularly 
amongst  those  old-fashioned  fans  who 
are  offended  by  what  they  consider  to  be 
“trashy”  and  “indecent”  gestures. 

Because  of  such  clamoring  for 
more  stringent  guidelines  on  touch¬ 
down  jubilees,  the  NFL  seems  to  have 
less  tolerance  for  a  ringing  cell  phone 
in  Joe  Horn’s  pocket  and  the  sight  of 
Chad  Johnson  attempting  a  “Lord  of  the 
Dance”  move.  Have  these  celebrations 
gone  too  far?  Should  the  NFL  fine  those 
who  exceed  their  touchdown  celebration 
constraints? 

The  answer:  absolutely  not. 

The  NFL  has  clearly  taken  the 
wrong  step  in  even  trying  to  correct  this 


exaggerated  problem.  Under  their  new  re¬ 
strictions,  if  an  individual  performs  an  end 
zone  celebration,  he  is  allowed  to  do  so 
without  a  penalty.  If,  however,  more  than 
one  player  engages  in  this  celebration, 
that  team  is  hit  with  a  hefty  penalty  on 
the  ensuing 
kickoff  for 
“unsports¬ 
manlike  con¬ 
duct.”  Not 
only  is  the 
NFL  estab¬ 
lishing  a  dou¬ 
ble  standard 
here,  but  it  is 
also  encoui- 
aging  those 
individuals 
who  habitu¬ 
ally  celebrate 
their  scores, 


T.O.  PULLS  OUT  A  SHARPIE  TO  CELEBRATE 


such  as  Ow¬ 
ens,  to  do  it 
even  more  fre¬ 
quently  Shawn 
Alexander,  star 
running  back 
of  the  Seattle 
Seahawks, 
stated,  “When 
you  score  a 
touchdown, 
you  want  to 
let  it  out — 
whether  it’s 
a  big  scream 
or  spiking  the 
ball  in  tri¬ 
umph.  It’s  part 

of  the  game.”  Without  the  freedom  to 
perform  touchdown  celebrations,  the 


players  feel  as  if  they  are  not  able  to  fully 
express  themselves.  By  taking  away  end 
zone  celebrations,  one  is  taking  away  the 
very  heart  and  soul  of  those  players  who 
find  themselves  victorious. 

The  easiest  and  most  efficient  way 
to  cut  down  on  touchdown  celebrations 
is  for  teams  to  step  up  their  defense  and 
not  permit  as  many  touchdowns.  As  Chris 
Brown,  Titans  RB  clarified,  “If  you  don’t 
want  to  see  [Terrell  Owens]  taking  out  a 
Sharpie,  don’t  let  him  into  the  end  zone. 
That’s  just  who  he  is.”  Although  an  obvi¬ 
ous  strategy,  this  is  the  only  solution  to 
the  problem. 

Hopefully  the  NFL  won't  tell  us 
that  a  group  celebration  is  any  different 
from  an  individual  celebration,  because  it’s 
not.  There  should  not  be  any  penalties  for 
those  teams  who  demonstrate  their  oust- 
anding  talents;  they  are  in  the  business  of 
entertainment,  and  this  is  pure  entertain¬ 
ment,  folks. 
The  name  of 
the  game  is 
selling  out 
those  stadi¬ 
ums,  year  af¬ 
ter  year,  and 
if  fans  keep 
flocking  to 
the  packed 
stadiums, 
clearly  the 
players  are 
||  fulfilling 
their  roles 
as  entertain¬ 
ers.  Touch¬ 
down  celebra¬ 
tions  are  just  their  favorite  part  of  this 
weekly  entertainment. 


By  Marlene  O’Hara,  I 

COKTRIBirnNG  WrTIER 


You  may  have  seen  this  golden 
beauty  walking  down  the  hallways.  She  is 
slim,  wears  American  Eagle,  and  almost 
always  smiles.  If  you  were  to  look  up 
“all-American  gurl”  in  the  dictionary,  you 
may  find  a  picture  of  Ms.  lihlani  Skipper. 
Those  who  know  her  love  her.  Nicknamed 
Lani  and  affectionately  called  “Skip,”  she 
is  without  a  doubt  a  phenomenon.  I  can 
remember  the  early  days  of  the  Annex 
when  I  was  first  getting  to  know  her.  All 
I  could  figure  out  was  that  she  was  quiet, 
cute,  and  definitely  a  major  nerd. 

This  year,  Lani  was  named  captain 
of  both  the  girls’  crew  and  swim  teams. 
When  I  asked  her  why  she  loves  crew, 
she  replied,  “I  love  crew  because  it’s  an 
awesome  sport  (the  ultimate  team  sport) 
and  we  all  have  such  a  ftm  time  working 
our  butts  off  together.”  After  joining  in  the 
loth  grade,  Lani  quickly  worked  her  way 
up  to  become  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  competitive  girls  on  the  team.  She, 
along  with  her  fellow  teammates,  brought 
the  first  boat  to  an  incredible  win  in  the 
Massachusetts  State  Championship.  If 
you  watch  Lani  practicing,  it  is  clear  that 
she  is  always  giving  100  percent  because 
anything  less  would  bother  her. 

When  it  comes  to  swimming,  Lani 
is  a  menace  in  the  water.  Having  swum 
since  she  was  nine  years  old,  Lani  is  a  top 
swimmer  on  the  team  here  at  Latin.  She 
has  also  been  swimming  at  the  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  and  the  YMCA  in  Dorches¬ 
ter  for  several  years.  She  has  qualified  w 
for  sectionals  every  year  in  the  50m  and 
loom  freestyle  and  relays  and  was  named 
MVP  in  her  sophomore  year.  Skip  is  an 
athlete  to  watch  out  for.  Aside  from  her 
grade-A  athleticism,  she  is  probably  most 
known  for  the  incredible  team  spirit  she 
brings  to  her  teammates  both  in  and  out 
of  the  water. 

Beyond  sports,  Lani  is  a  talented 
musician.  She  has  played  trumpet  in  the 
Class  V,  Junior,  and  Senior  Concert  bands 
at  Latin.  She  is  also  self  taught  on  both  the 
piano  and  guitar.  She  can  wow  you  with 
her  wide  range  of  song  selections  includ¬ 
ing,  but  not  limited  to:  Led  Zeppelin,  The 
Goo  Goo  DoUs  and  Dave  Matthews.  0f 
you’re  lucky  enough  to  hear  her  play  you 
should  request  The  Indigo  CJirlsj 

Lani  is  also  the  co-founder  and 
president  of  the  club  Supporting  AIDS 
Victims  Everywhere  (SAVE).  She  holds 
a  steady  job  at  American  Eagle  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  a  devoted  sister,  a  lover  of 
the  German  language  and  a  major  ffin  of 
country  singer  Kenny  Chesney  To  t<^  it 
all  o^  Lani  is  just  as  dedicated  a  student  as  ’** 
she  is  an  athlete,  musician  and  community 
member.  She  always  undertakes  the  most 
difficult  classes  and  was  admitted  into  the 
National  Honor  Society  last  year. 

One  might  wonder  how  a  person  is 
able  to  excel  at  so  many  difierent  things. 

The  answer  lies  in  the  fact  that  she  comes 
from  one  of  the  warmest,  most  inviting 
homes  in  all  of  Boston.  Yfet,  Lani’s  best 
quality  is  that  she  has  no  idea  how  ac-  ^ 
complished  she  is.  She  is  humble  about 
all  of  her  achievements  and  continues  < 
to  achieve  more.  Lani  is  truly  an  asset  to 
everything  in  which  she  is  involved. 
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The  Fun  Sports  Page  — 
Girls'  Soccer  Alive  And  Kicking 
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By  Liz  Tran,  II 

Staff  Writer 


This  year  the  Boston  Latin  girls’ 
soccer  team  is  back,  and  back  with  a  ven¬ 
geance.  The  girls  are  coming  off  a  subpar 
season,  but  this  fall  they  are  looking  to 
dominate  teams  and  win  games,  which  is 
more  than  they  did  last  year. 

The  soccer  team  may  not  have  been 
the  best  in  the  past  years,  but  the  girls  are 
standing  tall  in  order  to  beat  their  op¬ 
ponents.  “Every  girl  is  giving  their  all  no 
matter  what  the  situation,  whether  we’re 
down  or  up,  and  is  always  trying  to  get  to 
the  ball  first,”  says  Captain  Michela  De¬ 
Santis  (I).  As  of  right  now,  their  record  is 
3-8.  Although  the  team  is  not  quite  at  .500, 
it  plays  with  all  its  heart  and  soul.  The  girls’ 
struggle  and  ability  to  win  games  will  be 
revealed  even  if  they  lose. 


In  a  recent  game  against  Bedford 
at  Millennium  Park,  their  effort  was  evi¬ 
dent  to  all  spectators.  At  the  start  of  the 
game,  Latin  immediately  had  the  ball  in 
Bedford’s  half  of  the  field  attacking  the 
net.  With  a  few  minutes  left  in  the  first 
half,  Bedford  scored  the  first  goal  on  a 
penalty  kick  to  lead  i-o.  In  the  second 
half,  our  goalie  did  her  best  to  block  many 
of  Bedford’s  shots,  but  eventually  one  got 
past  her  and  the  score  became  2-0.  Right 
after,  Latin  forward  Dominique  Hall  (III) 
had  the  ball  outside  the  box  and  passed 
it  to  Rose  Frank  (III),  who  shot  it  past 
Bedford’s  goalie  and  scored.  With  less  than 
five  minutes  left  in  the  game,  HaU  shot  the 
ball  for  a  chance  to  tie  the  game  2-2,  but 
Bedford’s  goalie  made  a  sensational  play 
to  save  a  sure  goal. 

Overall,  the  team  was  impressive. 
It  looked  as  though  the  girls  had  great 


communication  amongst  themselves  and 
connected  with  their  passes.  The  defense 
played  remarkably  well  in  keeping  the  ball 
away  from  the  Latin  net  for  most  of  the 
game.  The  offense  also  made  a  constant 
effort  to  score,  but  Bedford’s  goalie  was 
just  too  good.  Their  tight  loss  against 
Bedford  could  have  been  their  third  con¬ 
secutive  win  after  beating  Ursuline  7-1  on 
September  30  and  Boston  Latin  Academy 
3-1  on  October  3. 

Compared  to  last  year,  many  coaches 
on  other  teams  have  commented  on  how 
far  the  Boston  Latin  girls’  soccer  team 
has  come.  The  team  still  has  most  of  its 
starters  from  last  year’s  varsity  squad, 
mixed  with  the  additional  promotions 
from  junior  varsity  There  has  been  vast 
improvement  in  skills  on  the  field  this 
year  as  several  of  the  players  on  the  team 
participated  on  the  Prestigious  Maple 


Club  teams  over  the  summer. 

Although  in  the  first  half  of  the 
season  the  team  has  been  dealt  a  losing 
record,  it  has  the  potential  to  turn  things 
around  in  the  second  half.  They  are  slowly 
but  surely  winning  more  games. 

Under  the  leadership  of  senior  cap¬ 
tains  Jane  Holmes,  Katie  Stuar^Shor,  The¬ 
resa  O’Connell  and  DeSantis,  this  team 
is  evidently  in  sync  on  and  off  the  field. 
Vifith  the  team  bonding,  we  can  see  more 
communication  and  team  effort.  This  will 
help  further  their  ability  by  providing 
more  offense  and  defense  against  the  other 
competitive  Dual  County  League  teams. 

The  girls  are  attempting  to  reach 
the  tournament  at  the  end  of  the  season, 
but  they  must  wait  and  see  how  the  rest  of 
the  season  plays  out.  As  of  right  now,  the 
girls’  main  goal  is  to  form  a  much  stronger 
all-around  team  than  last  year’s. 


Girls'  Volleyball  Digging  For  Playoffs 


By  Owyts  Stephens,  II 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 


Boston  Latin  School  has  always  had 
a  great  girls’  volleyball  team  throughout 
the  years  and  this  year’s  team  is  looking 
to  be  no  different.  With  over  80  girls 
showing  up  for  tryouts  this  season  (actu¬ 
ally  a  lower  number  than  past  years),  the 
demand  to  make  it  onto  varsity  was  set 
very  high,  making  the  final  team  even  bet¬ 
ter.  Currently  sitting  at  6-4  (5-2),  which  is 
good  enough  for  second  place  in  the  Dual 
County  League,  the  team  is  inching  closer 
to  the  playofe.  In  order  to  reach  that  goal, 
the  team  needs  a  .500  record  through  18 
games  (9  wins). 

For  all  those  who  aren’t  familiar 
with  volleyball,  the  rules  and  regulations 
are  clear  and  simple  enough.  It’s  a  best  of 
five  format  (formerly  best  of  three),  and  in 


each  match  the  first  team  that  reaches  25 
points  takes  the  game.  The  serving  team 
must  win  the  point  in  order  to  keep  the 
serve  or  must  turn  the  advantage  over  to 
the  other  team.  The  dimensions  of  the 
court  are  similar  to  those  used  in  tennis, 
with  the  addition  of  the  umpire  in  the 
high  chair  making  the  calls. 

Overall,  the  squad  has  been  decent 
enough  under  the  leadership  of  senior 
captains  Helen  Wu,  Amy  %h  and  Molly 
Casper.  The  team  expects,  however,  to 
do  better  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and 
during  the  playoffs.  Head  Coach  Kai  Yuen 
comments,  “The  team  has  been  holding 
its  own,  so  we’ve  just  been  taking  it  one 
game  at  a  time,  hopefully  going  all  the 
way  to  the  playoffs.”  'Veh  had  a  similar 
opinion,  but  added  that  the  team  has  a  lot 
more  promise  than  what  its  record  shows. 
"We’ve  been  doing  okay,  but  we’re  still 


not  playing  up  to  qur  full  potential.”  Wu 
also  remarks  that  there’s  no  need  to  worry 
because  “when  the  playoffs  come  around, 
the  play  of  the  team  always  goes  up.”  She 
mentioned  that  despite  the  injuries  of  two 
starters  that  slowed  the  squad  down  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  girls  stiU  played 
to  their  full  potential. 

According  to  Tlien,  second  place  in  a 
division  where  every  game  is  tough  is  not 
bad.  The  coach  said  that  the  challenging 
win  over  Newton  South  proved  that  this 
team  could  hang  on  and  play  against  the 
best.  This  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  the  ^iCblfpack  has  a  solid  core  group 
of  seniors  including  Sorailla  Duquerette, 
Ashley  MarteU  and  Diem  Nguyen.  This 
shows  that  a  major  strength  of  the  squad 
is  experience,  since  10  of  the  14  roster 
players  are  seniors  and  the  ones  remaining 
are  juniors.  This  advantage  is  sme  to  play 


a  major  role  as  crunch  time  in  the  playoffs 
draws  nearer. 

Coach  Yuen  also  expressed  his 
hopes  for  the  younger  players,  who  will 
need  to  step  it  up  in  the  forthcoming 
years,  and  thought  highly  of  the  rising  JV 
and  freshman  teams.  “I  expect  big  things,” 
said  Yuen,  while  also  reiterating  that  “we 
have  a  decent  JV  squad  developing.”  With 
an  estimated  100-120  girls  trying  out  next 
year,  the  Wohpack  will  have  a  quality  field 
from  which  to  select.  This  also  illustrates 
the  importance  of  the  current  season: 
if  the  Wolfpack  is  to  make  a  nm  in  the 
playoffs,  this  has  to  be  the  year  before 
the  rebuilding  process  begins.  Coach 
Yiien  states  that  the  major  goal  is  to  get 
there  first.  Once  there,  this  team  has  the 
potential  to  do  some  serious  damage  and 
to  once  again  hang  a  purple  baimer  in  the 
upper  gym. 
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Really  Hard  Sudoku 
If  you  finish  it,  you  are  God. 

Fill  in  the  grid  so  that  every  row, 
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Across 

6.  The  longest  river  in  the  Americas. 

7.  The  Latin  word  for  farmer. 

n.  The  Latino  singer  that  just  returned 
after  5  years. 

12.  Carpe _ _ 

14.  Football  team  pracrice  field. 

15.  Indicted  Congressman. 

18.  The  name  of  the  new  Kanye  W'est 
song. 

19.  The  World  Wide  Leader  in  Spiorts. 

20.  The  nationality  of  the  actor  who  plays 
Ali-G. 

21.  This  device  is  even  smaller  than  the 
“mini.” 

24.  The  official  game  of  the  Argo  Produc¬ 
tion  Staff. 

25.  Starbucks  lingo  for  small. 

2(i.  jVKdc  last  out  in  the  2004  World 


Series. 

28.  TV  show  containing  the  “Agrocraig.” 

29.  The  name  to  the  left  of  the  BLS  logo 
in  the  auditorium. 

30.  The  dance  at  the  end  of  senior  year. 

31.  The  last  name  of  the  twin  actresses  on 
“Full  House.” 

34.  The  word  for  water  in  Latin. 

35.  The  25th  president  of  the  United 
States. 

37.  Brad  Pitt’s  new  girlfriend. 

38.  Oldest  baseball  park  in  the  nation. 

39.  The  largest  mountain  range  in  South 
America. 

Down 

1.  Tom  Brady’s  home  state. 

2.  The  name  of  Alicia  Keys’s  new  album. 

3.  TheThne  that  goes  down  Huntington 
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Avenue. 

4.  Brand  of  water  vending  machine. 

5.  The  Museum  of _ Arts. 

7.  Name  of  the  process  BLS  is  undergoing 
this  week. 

8.  What  is  the  best  pizza  topping? 

9.  Schola _ Bostoniensis 

10.  “Veni, _ _  Vici.” 

13.  Fast  food  chain  that  uses  the  motto, 
“I’m  lovin’  it.” 

16.  The  name  of  the  BLS  Jazz  band. 

17.  The  smallest  member  of  the  iPod 
family. 


20.  Fivesie  floor. 

22.  The  model  of  Mr.  Myers’s  Cadillac. 

23.  The  name  of  Peter  Griffin’s  home¬ 
town. 

27.  Brand  of  computers  in  library 

28.  Talented  And _ 

29.  The  “Quilted,  Quicker  Picker  Up¬ 
per.” 

30.  The  Eiffel  Tower  is  in  this  city. 

32.  _ _ Primi. 

33.  The  branch  of  the  Armed  Services  that 
Mr.  O  served  in. 

36.  Real _ wear  pink. 
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BLS  vs.  NEASC 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  II 
&  Barry  Tomasini,  II 

Staff  Writers 

Every  ten  years,  institutions  for 
elementary,  secondary,  and  higher  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Northeast  are  evaluated  by  the 
New  England  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  (NEASC).  The  long  process  of 
accreditation  validates  a  school’s  success 
and  assesses  the  quality  of  student  life  and 
learning.  If  Boston  Latin  School  is  not 
accredited,  a  diploma  will  be  worthless. 
When  Boston  Latin  last  imderwent  the 
accreditation  process  10  years  ago,  it  was 
found  to  be  severely  lacking  in  two  areas: 
the  library  was  in  dire  need  of  help,  and 
the  Music  department  was  under  scrutiny 
for  its  limited  resources.  Many  of  these 
problems  have  been  corrected;  huge 
steps  were  taken,  such  as  the  building  of 
a  multi-million  dollar  library  and  a  new 
arts  wing.  The  school  made  changes,  and 


was  polished  for  this  most  recent  step  in 
the  accreditation  process,  the  evaluation. 
But  although  the  team  was  only  at 
Boston  Latin  for  a  few  days,  and 
some  changes  to  the  school  may 
seem  superficial  (the  repainting  of 
the  lockers,  for  example),  the  idea 
of  accreditation  has  been  on  the 
mind  of  the  school  community  for 
the  past  two  years.  Though  Boston 
Latin  will  not  he  informed  until 
early  spring  of  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  reaccredited,  the  certification 
is  widely  expected.  But  this  does 
not  mean  that  the  process  was  a 
simple  one. 

The  NEASC  website  lists 
three  phases  in  the  process  of  ac¬ 
creditation:  a  12-month  SelTStudy  - 

by  the  school  and  community,  on-site 
evaluation  by  a  Peer  Review  team  and 
commitment  to  continuous  improvement 
through  required  “Follow  Up”  activities. 


A  little  over  18  months  ago,  the  faculty 
divided  up  into  committees.  These  com- 
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mittees  met  in  the  time  allotted  for 
departmental  meetings  to  examine  the 
school  budget,  mission  statement  and 
learning  expectations.  They  worked  hard 


to  scrutinize  the  school’s  policies  and  ac¬ 
tions,  thus  satisfying  the  “self-study”  as¬ 
pect  of  the  process.  The  Steering 
Committee  led  these  area-specific 
research  teams,  and  their  findings 
were  presented  in  October  to  the 
Peer  Review  team. 

It  was  reported  that  the 
school  overall  has  great  services, 
but  there  are  some  instances 
where  they  are  lacking.  The  Sci¬ 
ence  department,  in  particular, 
needs  a  little  help.  Even  though 
the  computers  and  other  pieces  of 
j  equipment  are  relatively  current, 
g  they  are  starting  to  deteriorate. 
Things  not  only  need  to  be  up¬ 
dated,  but  maintained.  On  the 

-  other  hand,  the  Guidance  and 

Nursing  departments  have  been  praised. 
“One  thing  we  realized  during  the  selE 

Neasc 
Continued  on  page  2 


German  Revival 


By  Adam  Fleischer,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Forty  years  ago.  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  marched  alongside  other  civil 
rights  activists  from  Selma  to  Montgom¬ 
ery  Alabama  in  hopes  of  pushing  Congress 
to  pass  the  Voting  Rights  Act.  The  act 
would  end  the  requirement  of  forcing 
citizens  to  take  literacy  tests  in  order  to 
be  allowed  to  register  to  vote,  and  provide 
for  federal  registration  of  voters  in  areas 
where  less  than  50  percent  of  eligible  voU 
ers  were  registered.  A  few  months  later. 
Dr.  King  traveled  to  Boston  and  marched 
in  opposition  to  segregation  in  the  city,  a 
visible  issue  at  the  time. 

The  legislation  was  ultimately 
passed  by  Congress  in  1965;  it  is  now  time, 
however,  for  the  bill  to  be  reauthorized. 
On  October  30,  thousands  of  people  gath¬ 
ered  in  Boston  in  support  of  civil  rights 
and,  more  specifically,  the  Voting  Rights 
Act.  The  marchers  (including  a  group  of 
Boston  Latin  School  students  of  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves)  followed  the  same 
path  that  Dr.  King  took  years  ago,  from 
the  First  Church  in  Roxbury  to  the  Boston 
Common. 

The  day  began  with  an  address  by 
Ron  Bell,  master  of  ceremonies,  orga¬ 
nizer  of  the  march,  and  a  Boston  Latin 
School  alum.  Several  prominent  speakers 
discussed  civil  rights,  voting  rights,  and 
community  activism,  and  how  they  are 
vital  issues  in  both  Boston  and  the  United 
States  as  a  whole.  These  figures  included 
State  Representative  Gloria  Fox,  State 
Representative  Byron  Rushing,  Boston 
Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  Gubernatorial 
Candidate  Deval  Patrick,  Senator  John 
Kerry  and  the  most  anticipated  of  all. 
Congressman  John  Lewis. 


By  James  Mealey,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


CONGRESSMAN  JOHN  LEWIS 


Lewis,  who  marched  in  Selma  with 
Dr.  King  forty  years  ago,  was  both  inspir¬ 
ing  and  educational.  He  recounted  the 
notoriously  vicious  1965  attack  on  him  as 
he  marched  towards  Montgomery,  when  a 
police  officer  beat  him  with  a  nightstick, 
leaving  him  with  a  concussion.  He  never 
forgot  what  it  took  to  gain  a  voice  in 
the  government,  how  difficult  it  was  to 
support  the  Voting  Rights  Act  when  so 
many  people  rallied  against  him  and  his 
cause.  Lewis  urged  others  to  imderstand 
both  the  importance  of  victory  in  1965 
and  the  almost  unbelievable  fact  that  the 
legislation  now  needs  to  be  repassed  by 
Congress.  “We  must  never,  ever  forget 
that  some  people  suffered  the  supreme 
sacrifice,”  he  explained  as  he  spoke.  “The 
right  to  vote  is  precious.” 

Following  Lewis’s  address,  sup¬ 
porters  filed  off  of  the  lawn  of  the  First 
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»New  Jersey  is  looking  for  a  new  slogan 
because  officials  feel  its  old  one,  “Get  Away, 
Without  Going  Far  Away,”  doesn’t  appeal  to 
out-ofistaters.  Some  of  the  entries  submit¬ 
ted  by  voters  include  “New  Jersey:  We’U  win 
you  over,”  “Come  to  New  Jersey — it’s  not  as 


bad  as  it  smells,”  “Toxic  waste  for 
all!”  and  “New Jersey:  Hey,  at  least 
it’s  not  West  Virginia!”  Governor 
Richard  Codey  will  choose  one  by  January 
of  next  year.  (Reuters) 

>>Four  Italian  street  cleaners,  whose 
cleaning  firm  seiVices  the  Trevi  Fountain, 
in  Rome,  were  ^rested  a  few  days  ago 


Two  years  ago,  Boston  Latin  School’s 
Modem  Languages  Department  was  dealt 
a  serious  blow  Because  of  a  cut  in  ffinding 
and  an  apparent  lack  of  interest,  German 
was  excluded  from  the  list  of  language 
choices  that  sixies  had  to  pick  from  for 
the  foreign  language 
they  would  begin 
studying  in  eighth 
grade. 

Fortunately, 
thanks  to  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Carroll,  Get- 
man  teacher  and 
head  of  the  Modern 
Languages  Depart¬ 
ment,  this  exclusion 
was  rather  short¬ 
lived,  and  German  made  its  comeback  this 
year.  Dr.  Carroll  took  it  upon  himself  to 
personally  recmit  new  students  towards 
the  end  of  last  year  to  ensure  that  there 
would  be  enough  interest  to  justify  the 
creation  of  a  new  class.  Due  to  his  efforts, 
there  is  now  a  German  i  class — consisting 
of  mainly  eighth  graders,  as  well  as  a  few 
jumors  who  opted  for  a  second  foreign 
language — and  a  German  5  class.  As  he  is 
chairman  of  the  Prize  Committee  and  a 
department  head,  it  may  seem  surprising 
that  Dr.  Carroll  would  have  undertaken 
the  difficult  task  of  restarting  a  language 
program,  but  to  him  it  seemed  neces¬ 
sary.  “German  has  been  part  of  the  Latin 
School  curriculum  since  1870  without 
intermption,  and  it  is  not  something  I 
was  going  to  just  let  die.”  he  continues, 
“It  is  a  language  that  is  fundamental  to  the 
understanding  of  European  culture,  sci¬ 
ence  and  development  in  the  nineteenth 

for  stealing.  Their  company  is  in  charge 
of  cleaning  the  fountain  and  giving  the 
euros  cleaned  from  it — donations  thrown 
by  tourists  into  the  fountain,  thought  to 
good  luck — to  the  Catholic  charity 
Caritas.  Caritas  noticed,  however,  that  the 
money  from  the  fountain  had  significantly 
decreased:  the  cleaners  have  stolen  an  esti¬ 
mated  110,000  euros  over  the  past  several 


THE  NEW  GERMAN  1  CLASS 


and  twentieth  centuries,  and  knowledge 
of  it  is  guaranteed  to  enrich  the  life  of 
the  student.” 

The  students  who  have  taken  Gei- 
man  have  not  only  found  it  an  interesting 
and  exciting  class,  but  also  useful  in  their 
everyday  lives.  “If  you’re  planning  on  talc 
ing  Facing  History  and  Ourselves,  caking 
German  helps  out  a  lot,  since  many  of 
the  things  you  learn 
about  took  place  in 
Germany  and  the 
class  involves  a  lot 
of  German  terms 
and  phrases,” 
contributes  Lani 
Skipper,  a  senior 
"’ho  is  now  in  her 
fifth  year  of  Ger¬ 
man.  “I  also  went 
to  Eastern  Europe 
last  year  and  got  to  use  my  German  to  do 
things  like  order  food  and  bargain  with 
the  street  vendors  in  Berhn.” 

German  is  also  one  of  the  easiest 
foreign  languages  for  native  English  speak 
ers  to  master,  since  the  two  languages 
belong  to  the  same  family  and  much  of 
the  vocabulary  stems  from  the  same  roots. 
“German  is  also  the  perfect  complement 
to  Latin.  And  I  want  to  make  sure  you 
imderstand  that  I  mean  that  in  a  good 
way,”  adds  Dr.  Carroll.  “I  don’t  want  to 
scare  anyone  away” 

Now  that  BLS  has  done  its  part 
by  resurrectmg  the  program.  Dr.  Carroll 
wants  students  to  consider  German  as  a 
language  option,  whether  they  are  sixies 
deciding  on  their  first  foreign  language  or 
sophomores  considering  a  second  foreign 
language  as  one  of  their  electives.  “{They] 
absolutely  will  not  regret  it,”  he  remarks 
with  a  snule. 

weeks.  (Reuters) 

»Greenpeace,  an  environmental  organiza¬ 
tion,  will  have  to  pay  a  $7,000  fine.  Its  ship, 
the  Rainbow  Warrior  II,  damaged  96  square 
feet  of  coral  reef  at  a  world  heritage  site  in 
the  southern  Philippines.  It  called  the  event 
“very  regrettable,”  but  blamed  inaccurate 
maps.  (Reuters) 
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Final  Fridays  are  usually  excruciat¬ 
ingly  hectic  and  sometimes  eerily  bizarre. 
This  particular  Final  Friday  was  neither;  it 
was  painfully  hilarious.  ''XTiy,  you  ask?  As 
it  turned  out,  our  Final  Friday  coincided 
with  another  equally  momentous  school 
event:  the  Facing  History  Hypnotist 
Show.  An  influential  source  (Ms.  Freeman 
shall  remain  anonymous)  tipped  me  off 
that  the  show  would  definitely  be  some¬ 


thing  they4tgo  staff  would  NOT  want  to 
miss.  The  source  turned  out  to  be  very 
VERY  persuasive,  and  right.  The  show 
was  absolutely  hilarious  and  amazing. 
Anyone  who  did  not  go  this  year  should 
DEFINITELY  go  next  year.  After  all,  it’s 
not  every  day  you  get  to  see  your  fellow 
students  do  completely  and  utterly  hilari¬ 
ous  things  that  they  definitely  would  not 
do  when  awake. 

On  a  side  note,  the  editors  of  the 
Argo  are  huge  fans  of  the  wildly  popular 
Sudoku  puzzles.  Ok,  fine,  it’s  just  me.  So 
for  all  you  Sudoku  fans  out  there,  we  have 
a  diabolically  difficult  one  that  will  make 
Thanksgiving  vacation  very  interesting  for 
you.  For  all  of  you  new  to  Sudoku,  we  also 
included  a  nice  introductory  puzzle  so  you 
can  see  for  yourselves  what  the  craze  is  all 
about. 


This  issue  features  a  review  of 
Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire  (page 
lo)  for  those  of  you  who  could  not  find 
tickets  for  this  weekend  or  are  fanatical 
HP  fans  that  love  to  read  about  HE  There 
is  also  a  very  interesting  Versus  question 
(page  7)  that  anyone  who  has  a  MySpace, 
Livejournal,  or  any  Blog  will  find  very 
interesting. 

Lastly,  the  Argo  is  always  looking 
for  writers,  especially  if  you  have  a  Forum 
opinion  and  wish  to  express  it.  Please 
remember  that  we  meet  every  Tuesday 
in  room  114  and  you  guys  can  feel  free  to 
contact  any  of  the  editors.  And  feel  free  to 
talk  to  me  (HR,2i4)  or  email  the  Argo  at 
.  Thanks,  and  enjoy. 

Ke  Zhang 
Editonin-Chief 
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study  process  was  that  we  were  not  do¬ 
ing  this  just  to  focus  on  the  negative.  We 
realized  that  we  have  an  excellent  nurse 
staff,  and  this  process  also  helped  us  to 
highhght  some  of  the  positive  things  we 
do,”  pointed  out  Ms.  Zita  Cousens  of  the 
Gtudance  department. 

In  spite  of  these  positive  aspects, 
large  class  sizes  and  teacher  loads  are 
areas  of  major  concern,  though  not  nec¬ 
essarily  within  the  control  of  the  school 
itself.  With  a  legal  limit  of  31,  most  classes 
(not  only  regular,  but  advanced  level  class¬ 
es  as  well)  have  nearly  filled  to  capacity. 
“I’m  one  to  talk,  coming  from  California, 
where  I  had  40  kids,  but  I  feel  that  I 
could  do  so  much  more  with  my  classes 
if  I  had  fewer  students,”  said  Ms.  Wendy 
Holm,  who  teaches  several  Advanced 
Placement  history  classes.  Steps  are  start¬ 
ing  to  be  taken,  however,  to  rectify  this 
issue.  The  student-to-counselor  ratio,  as 
was  discovered  during  the  selFstudy,  was 
far  too  high.  As  a  result  of  that  finding, 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  allotted  money 
in  the  budget  for  another  counselor  to  be 


hired  at  Boston  Latin. 

The  NEASC  has  a  set  of  seven 
standards  for  accreditation:  mission 
and  expectations  for  student  learning, 
curriculum,  instruction,  assessment  of 
student  learning,  leadership  and  orga¬ 
nization,  school  resources  for  learning 
and  community  resources  for  learning. 
The  first  four  focus  on  teaching  and 
learning  standards  and  the  latter  three 
on  support  standards.  School-wide  learn¬ 
ing  expectations  are  also  emphasized  by 
the  accreditation  committee.  This  deals 
with  basic  standards  to  measure  student 
achievement  set  by  individual  depart¬ 
ments  and  the  school  as  a  whole.  NEASC 
defines  school-wide  learning  expecta¬ 
tions  as  “the  observable  and  measurable 
skills  that  are  the  priority  learning  goals 
that  have  been  identified  by  the  school 
community  that  a  school  hopes  to  see 
manifested  in  all  of  its  students.”  When 
a  school  realizes  these  “school-wide  learn¬ 
ing  expectations,”  it  proves  that  it  has 
achieved  the  essential  goals  identified  in 
its  mission  statement. 

The  mission  statement  is  one  of  the 
major  criteria  that  the  NEASC  focuses 
on  during  the  accreditation  process,  and 


was  the  major  element  emphasized  to  the 
student  body.  The  Boston  Latin  School 
mission  statement,  as  aU  students  should 
know,  deals  largely  with  life  beyond  gradu¬ 
ation,  going  so  far  as  to  mention  students 
leading  “rewarding  [lives].”  The  standards 
set  forward  by  the  NEASC  state  that  the 
mission  shall  not  only  guide  the  policies 
of  the  school,  but  shall  also  “be  evident  in 
the  culture  of  the  school.”  Says  Mr.  Scott 
Balicki  of  the  Science  department,  “Ifyou 
ask  a  kid  the  mission  statement,  they’ll 
know  why  they’re  here.  The  business  of 
this  school  is  the  business  of  education, 
not  correcting  problems.” 

While  the  accreditation  process 
promoted  interdepartmental  collabora¬ 
tion,  it  left  different  impressions  on 
individual  teachers.  Madame  Claudette 
Valentin  of  the  Modern  Languages  de¬ 
partment  found  the  process  valuable  for 
her  personally  “It  shows  you  exactly  what 
you’re  doing,  and  how  you’re  doing  it,” 
she  says  of  being  observed  by  people  from 
outside  the  Boston  Latin  School  environ¬ 
ment.  In  spite  of  her  praise  of  the  overall 
procedure,  Madame  Valentin  feels  that 
the  school  was  too  well-prepared.  “But  if 
it  served  the  purpose,  why  not?” 


Q:  Why  isn’t  there  as  ranch 
foreign  and  national  news  in  the 
Argo  anymore? 

A:  Well,  that’s  a  good  question. 
Every  year,  the  Argo  and  its  staff  review 
the  paper  as  a  whole  and  decide  on  things 
to  change  for  the  next  academic  year. 
Some  editors  last  year  felt  that  there 
was  too  much  focus  on  issues  that  didn’t 
affect  the  entire  Boston  Latin  School 
community,  and  not  enough  on  school 
news.  Although  there  was  some  initial 
disagreement,  the  News  section  decided 
to  follow  more  school  news.  But  we  want 
to  hear  your  input — do  you  want  inter¬ 
national  and  national  news  back,  or  do 
you  prefer  the  new  all-student-related 
issues?  E-mail  blsargo.news@gmail.com 
to  let  us  know! _ ' 


Ask  the  Argo 


Q:  How  come  there  aren’t  nsu* 
ally  stories  on  clnbs? 

A:  We  have  so  many  great  clubs 
at  Latin  School  that  are  active  in  com¬ 
munity  service,  cultural  diversity  and 
different  activities.  In  the  past,  we  were 
concerned  that  an  article  reporting  on 
a  club’s  specific  event  might  quickly 
become  a  piece  of  self-promotion  and 
propaganda.  But  we’re  going  to  start 
spotlighting  clubs  in  the  next  few  is¬ 
sues.  E-mail  blsargo.news@gmail.com 
to  tell  us  about  a  club  you  think  is  really 
interesting! 

Q:  Is  it  too  late  in  the  school 
year  to  get  involved  with  the  Argo7 

A:  Definitely  not!  Every  sec- 
tion — News.  Forum.  A&E,  Snorts. 


Layout,  Photo  and  Business— is  always 
looking  for  people  who  are  interested 
in  contributing  to  the  Argo.  Stop  by  our 
weekly  meetings  on  Tuesdays  in  room 
114,  or  talk  to  the  Editor-in-Chief,  Ke 
(homeroom  214)! 

Q:  Is  it  true  that  yon  stay  at 
BLS  until  zo  o’clock  some  days? 

A:  Unfortunately,  yes'.  Even  though 
every  section  starts  the  production  week 
on  Monday,  the  section  editors  usually 
end  up  staying  until  10  on  Final  Friday 
(which  is  supposed  to  be  the  last  day  of 
production  week).  Sometimes  we  have 
to  come  in  on  Saturday  for  a  couple  of 
hours  to  finish  up.  It’s  grueling,  but  we 
love  it! 
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Mission  Statement 
Petere  Veritatem 

The  Arff)  strwes,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards, 
of  journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among  all 
members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community 
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students  per  course.  The  one  remaining 
option  is  to  offer  available  positions  to 
those  who  have  no  prior  association  with 
the  BPS  system.  In  such  cases,  the  School 
Site  Committee  typically  permits  open 
posting  after  a  period  of  debate. 

Conversely,  in  order  for  the  Hiring 
Committee  to  initiate  open  posting,  as 
it  tried  to  do  in  February  2005,  at  least 


MAILKUUM 


two-thirds  of  the  faculty  must  agree.  At¬ 
tempts  to  come  to  a  consensus  have  only 
been  made  twice  in  recent  history,  and 
both  have  failed.  This  was  largely  due  to 
uncertainty  regarding  the  actual  number 
of  available  jobs.  Dr.  Neary  pointed  out. 
“There  was  the  issue  of  budgeting,  and 
teachers  who  weren’t  sure  if  they  were 
going  to  retire.  Basically,  [we]  had  to 
vote  to  open  positions  that  might  not 
even  exist.” 

In  general,  the  Hiring  Committee 
has  a  limited  role  in  the  emplo)tment  of 
Boston  Latin  teachers.  The  committee 
only  reviews  applications  and  conducts 
interviews  in  the  spring,  after  the  official 


release  of  available  positions.  Once  the 
deadline  for  the  release  has  passed,  the 
Hiring  Committee  is  no  longer  respon¬ 
sible  for  overseeing  the  filling  of  these 
vacancies.  If  sudden  vacancies  occur 
during  the  rest  of  the  school  year  or  the 
summer,  Ms.  Kelley  and  the  head  of  the 
affected  department  are  in  charge  of 
finding  replacements.  Out  of  the  15  new 
M  teachers  hired  this  year,  only  five  were 
I  selected  by  the  Hiring  Committee. 

Among  those  who  have  un¬ 
dergone  this  alternative  process  are 
Ms.  Laura  Fukushima,  Dr.  Melissa 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Miller, 
all  of  whom  are  currently  teachers 
in  the  Classics  Department.  Ms.  Fu¬ 
kushima,  from  the  Sumner  County 
Schools  in  Tennessee,  initially  at¬ 
tempted  to  apply  for  a  position 
through  the  BPS  website,  but  later 
learned  that  it  had  already  been  filled. 
She  was  quickly  informed,  however, 
when  another  post  became  available 
dur  ing  the  summer,  and  acquired  it 
after  a  series  of  interviews.  Dr.  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Miller  were  also  outsiders 
to  the  BPS  system.  They  were  both 
by  Ms.  Kelley  and  Dr.  Pe¬ 
ter  Cohee,  whom  Mrs.  Miller  calls 
the  “juggernaut  team.”  Dr.  Bishop, 
reflecting  on  her  personal  hiring 
experience,  remarked,  “I  was  very 
impressed  with  Ms.  Kelley  and  also 
with  Dr.  Cohee — they  both  have  focused, 
ambitious  visions  for  the  school  and  the 
Classics  program,  respectively.” 

Nevertheless,  the  ongoing  debate 
about  Boston  Latin  School’s  methods  of 
teacher  hiring  is  expected  to  become  all 
the  more  prominent  at  the  beginning  of 
next  year,  when  BPS  teachers’  three-year 
long  contracts  are  set  to  expire.  The  con¬ 
tract  negotiations  that  •will  take  place  and 
the  revisions  that  may  result  could  have 
the  power  to  change  the  hiring  process 
throughout  the  entire  Boston  Public 
Schools  system.  “Perhaps,”  Dr.  Neary 
mused,  “they’ll  finally  make  it  simpler.” 


By  Linda  Zheng,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


The  fifteen  new  teachers  who 
began  teaching  at  Boston  Latin  School 
this  year  have  one  thing  in  common:  they 
have  all  undergone  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  system’s  complex  hiring  process. 
The  application  procedures,  as  outlined 
by  the  BPS,  require  prospective 
teachers  to  follow  the  usual  steps  of 
submitting  a  resume  and  being  inter 
viewed.  The  decisions,  however,  that 
an  individual  school  must  make  even 
before  posting  the  job  openings  are 
far  from  simple. 

The  BLS  School  Site  Council 
(SSC),  composed  of  parents  and 
teachers  as  well  as  a  student  rep¬ 
resentative,  is  in  charge  of  making 
such  decisions.  The  diversity  of  the 
members  allows  for  comprehensive 
review  of  the  issues  at  hand.  Co¬ 
chaired  by  Head  Master  Cornelia 
KeUey  and  an  elected  parent,  the  SSC 
also  includes  a  fourperson  subcom¬ 
mittee:  the  Hiring  Committee.  Dr. 
Gerald  Neary  and  Ms.  Ada  Wong 
are  currently  the  Committee’s  two 
faculty  representatives,  both  elected 
to  serve  two-year  tenures. 

One  issue  that  has  always  been 
divisive  for  the  Hiring  Committee 
is  the  exclusiveness  of  hiring  methods. 
Each  spring  around  April,  job  openings 
for  the  following  September  are  posted 
online  on  the  BPS  website.  In  accordance 
■with  the  Boston  teachers’  contract,  edu¬ 
cators  within  the  system  have  priority 
when  applying  for  these  openings.  This 
privilege  is  rewarded  to  veteran  educators 
who  are  more  experienced,  and  therefore 
considered  to  be  better  suited  to  teach 
at  Boston’s  public  schools.  While  those 
outside  the  school  system  are  allowed 
to  apply,  they  cannot  be  considered  im¬ 
mediately,  no  matter  how  extensive  or 
impressive  their  backgrounds.  Instead, 
they  are  placed  aside  in  anticipation  of 


round  two,  which  takes  place  only  after 
the  applications  of  all  interested  BPS 
teachers  have  been  addressed. 

Occasionally,  however,  the  require¬ 
ments  that  pertain  to  certain  teaching 
positions  result  in  “open  posting,”  a 
process  in  which  even  BPS  outsiders  are 
allowed  an  early  chance  at  their  desired 
positions.  “This  usually  happens  when 


an  opening  has  special  conditions.  Dr. 
Neary  explains.  “For  example,  [the  can¬ 
didate]  may  be  required  to  take  part  in 
Saturday  Success  School  or  in  the  Opti¬ 
mizing  Student  Outcomes  organization 
for  a  stipend.”  Moreover,  for  subjects 
such  as  Latin,  science  and  mathematics, 
the  pool  of  available  teachers  is  often  so 
small  that  schools  have  no  choice  but  to 
introduce  alternative  hiring  methods.  El¬ 
evated  pay  for  science  and  math  teachers 
has  even  been  proposed.  While  Boston 
Latin  School  attracts  prospective  teach¬ 
ers  with  its  positive  reputation,  many  are 
unwilling  to  endure  the  minimum  of  five 
courses  per  master,  often  -with  around  30 


Breaking  Down  the  Seven  Science  Skills 


By  Olena  Savytska,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


In  September,  Boston  Latin  School 
students  learned  that  science  projects  are 
no  longer  mandatory  Many  felt  surprised, 
and  even  somewhat  relieved,  at  the  news. 
While  valuable  concepts  lay  behind  the 
multiple-page  research  paper  and  the 
poster  board  the  size  of  a  small  sixie,  they 
were  obscured  by  the  enormous  amount 
of  work  required  by  both  students  and 
teachers. 

Not  all  members  of  the  faculty  were 
happy  with  the  rigid  timeframe  imposed 
by  the  science  fair  projects.  For  three 
months  that  could  have  been  used  to 
give  students  a  strong  foundation  in  the 
scientific  field  they  were  studying,  teach¬ 
ers  had  to  check  journals,  issue  progress 
reports  and  evaluate  presentations.  In 
the  mass  frenzy  brought  about  by  the 
projects’  many  requirements — ^like  those 
science  fair  forms  that  required  a  week 
or  two  of  running  around  and  collecting 
signatures — less  attention  was  given  to 
a  student’s  development  and  ability  to 
use  essential  science  skills.  Any  scientific 
zeal  present  in  Boston  Latin  students  was 
directed  toward  the  rushed  completion 
of  a  project  that  did  not  necessarily  relate 
to  the  topics  being  covered  in  the  class¬ 
room,  and  that  often  involved  an  immense 
amount  of  paperwork.  In  the  past,  few 
students  had  time  to  ponder  the  original 
purpose  of  independently  designing  and 


for  a  long  time,”  Ms.  Alexandra  Montes 
commented.  All  science  courses,  with  the 
exception  of  certain  Advanced  Placement 
classes,  will  now  revolve  around  the  use 
of  these  techniques.  “Regardless  of  the 
science  class  taken,  the  science  skills  are 
basic  things  that  need  to  be  known  by  each 
student,”  Ms.  Patreka  Wood  remarked. 

These  skills  are  a  new  approach 
to  scientific  studies  for  Latin  School 
students:  they  serve  as  checkpoints  for  a 
pupil’s  comprehension  that  can  be  applied 
not  only  to  scientific  experiments  but 
also  to  any  other  investigation  or  learning 
process.  They  are  an  alternative  to  the 
steps  involved  in  executing  a  project  for 
the  science  fair;  thus,  independent  project 
development  will  be  a  more  relaxed,  less 
rigorously  timed  process.  Ideally,  students 
■will  keep  the  seven  skills  in  mind  as  they 
perform  their  in-class  investigations  and 
independent  projects,  still  a  requirement 
for  Biology  students.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  students  ■will  develop  a  portfolio 
that  ■will  demonstrate  their  development 
of  the  skills.  As  Ms.  Kathleen  Bateman 
said,  “It  is  critical  that  these  skills  are 
mastered  by  the  end  of  each  science  class 
[because]  they  are  a  foundation  of  a  good 
science  education.”  Boston  Latin  science 
students  viill  see  a  change  in  their  learning 
and  teaching  processes,  one  that  ■will  help 
them  to  better  understand  and  evaluate 

o  - r -  the  information  they  acquire  and  to  ap- 

focifs'’-^ftii3i'A«<’dri''ddi'rfg  science  in,jc|i^,^^jcjf}j;^purriculum.  “The'd^if^lpprheht  of  tji'e  '  pty  theif‘'s'ciehfi'fie  kn’O'wfedgc  to  real-life 
cla^'r«)Otfi.’'/,*.'i'.‘  .'.’.tVX  V/t  */•  science  skills  lias  beeaunderiray  '  ''sifii'afions.’*' '  “  '  “  “ '  ■.<■. 


Boston  Latin  School 
SCIENCE  SKILLS 

1 . )  Pose  a  scientific  question  and  state  a  testable 
hypothesis 

2. )  Design  and  conduct  an  experiment  specifying 
variables  to  be  changed,  controlled  and 
measured 

3. )  Use  appropriate  tools  and  technology  to 
collect  data  and  make  quantitative  observations 

4. )  Use  mathematics  to  analyze  and  support 
findings  and  draw  conclusions 

5. )  Identity  possible  reasons  for  inconsistent 
results 

6. )  Communicate  results  and  defend  a  scientific 
argument  orally  and  in  writing 

7. )  Research  and  correctly  cite  scientific  literature 


conducting  a  scientific  investigation  and 
communicating  its  results  to  others.  In  the 
future,  however,  as  Mr.  Jesse  Southwick 
stated,  “The  seven  BLS  science  skills  ■will 


The  implementation  of  the  science 
skills,  which  were  drafted  by  three-fourths 
of  the  members  of  the  science  department, 
was  a  welcome  change  to  the  school’s  scien- 
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Faces  of  the  New  City  Council 


By  Katie  Harrison,  II 

Staff  Writer 

After  frenzied  Boston  City  Council 
campaigns,  on  November  8  there  was 
little  change  in  the  lineup.  The  single 
new  face  belongs  to  Sam  Yoon,  who  won 
the  citywide  seat  left  vacant  by  Maura 
Hennigan  because  of  her  (unsuccessful) 
mayoral  bid.  Despite  speculation  that 
citywide  incumbent  Stephen  Murphy 
could  be  defeated  by  one  of 
several  challengers,  all  three 
incumbents — Council  Presi¬ 
dent  Michael  Flaherty,  Felix 
Arroyo  and  Murphy — held 
on  to  their  seats. 

Even  for  those  whose 
places  on  the  council  were 
relatively  secure,  the  num¬ 
bers  were  a  concern.  Coun¬ 
cilors  Arroyo  and  Flaherty 
dueled  throughout  the  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  first-place  fin¬ 
ish.  Flaherty,  council  presi¬ 
dent  since  2001,  has  openly 
discussed  the  possibility  of 
a  mayoral  run  in  the  future, 
and  Arroyo’s  surprisingly 
strong  finish  in  the  2003 
council  election  had  his  sup¬ 
porters  talking  of  the  same. 

On  election  day,  Mi¬ 
chael  Flaherty  took  the  cov- 
eted  first-place  spot.  The  son 
of  a  former  state  representa¬ 
tive,  he  had  always  hoped 
for  a  career  in  pohtics.  He 
spent  much  of  his  campaign 
appealing  to  liberals,  racial 
minorities  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  These  constituencies 
had  boosted  him  into  his  first 
council  seat  in  1999,  but  in 
this  year’s  more  left-leaning 
field,  he  had  to  work  for  their 
votes. 

After  Felix  Arroyo’s 
election  in  2003,  he  imme¬ 
diately  allied  himself  with 
the  two  minority  councilors. 

Chuck  Turner  and  Charles 
Yancey,  as  well  as  with  Maura 
Hennigan.  He  has  suggested 
city  reforms  including  rear¬ 


rangement  of  the  Boston  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Authority  and  the  use  of  recycled 
biodiesel  fuel  for  city  vehicles  (he  has 
converted  his  own  car  to  biodieseO.  He  is 
especially  popular  for  his  stance  against 
the  war  in  Iraq. 

Newcomer  Sam  Yoon  is  the  first 
Asian-American  to  have  a  successful  run 
for  office  in  Boston.  After  a  fifth-place 
finish  in  the  preliminary,  he  managed 
third  on  election  day.  Before  running  for 


public  office  himself,  he  supported  Felix 
Arroyo’s  run  for  councilor  in  2003.  Un¬ 
like  several  of  the  candidates,  he  is  not 
from  a  politically  prominent  famOy,  and 
says  that  he  never  saw  himself  in  pohtics 
until  recently.  On  the  campaign  trail, 
he  spoke  frequently  of  his  Presbyterian 
faith,  but  hastened  to  affirm  his  beliefs  in 
gay  marriage  and  abortion  rights. 

Stephen  Murphy  was  considered 
at  risk  of  losing  his  seat  after  finishing 
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STEPHEN  MURPHY 


fourth  in  the  preliminary  race,  but  held 
onto  that  rank  for  the  final  election  and 
so  held  onto  his  council  seat.  A  Latin 
alum,  he  has  worked  for  the  state  since 
the  1980s,  and  was  first  elected  to  the 
City  Council  in  1997.  More  conservative 
than  most  of  the  younger  challengers, 
he  has  a  reputation  for  sticking  to  his 
views,  whatever  the  audience.  His  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  council  had  been  questioned 
since  a  failed  run  for  sheriff  last  year,  but 
his  long  experience  as  councilor 
seems  to  have  made  up  for  any 
doubts. 

In  the  course  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  both  personality  and  policy 
remained  major  selling  points.  Votr 
ers  were  inundated  with  mailings 
and  phone  calls  from  candidates 
and  their  representatives.  Overall 
turnout  was  comparable  to  the  last 
election,  but  higher  in  minority 
neighborhoods  than  it  had  been  in 
the  past.  Several  possible  changes 
to  the  city  were  debated  in  the 
election,  including  rent  stabiliza¬ 
tion  and  the  construction  of  a  Lev¬ 
el  Four  biolab  proposed  by  Boston 
University,  but  the  transfer  of  one 
seat  on  the  council  is  unlikely 
to  create  much  change  on  these 
more  contentious  issues.  One 
change  that  may  have  enough 
momentum  to  pass  in  the  council 
is  the  move  from  an  appointed 
school  committee  to  an  elected 
one.  Neighborhood  schools,  bus¬ 
ing  and  city-sponsored  school 
vouchers  continue  to  be  debated 
on  and  off  the  council,  in  addition 
to  heated  discussion  over  how  best 
to  improve  the  quality  of  schools 
and  other  public  services. 

But  the  reelection  of  so 
many  familiar  faces  to  the  council 
is  likely  to  yield  similar  votes.  In 
past  years,  the  council  has  con¬ 
stantly  voted  in  alliance  with  May¬ 
or  Menino’s  policies,  rarely  assert¬ 
ing  itself  as  a  separate  entity.  After 
Menino’s  defeat  of  challenger 
Maura  Hennigan' and  the  election 
of  only  a  single  new  councilor,  this 
pattern  seems  unlikely  to  change 
significantly. 


Changes  in  the  College  System 


By  Henry  Qin,  H 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer 


Over  the  past  year.  Secretary 
of  Education  Margaret  Spellings  has 
been  pushing  plans  to  raise  American 
children  to  the  standards  set  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush’s  No  Child  Left  Behind  Act 
of  January  2002.  On  September  19  of 
this  year.  Spellings  visited  the  Univen 
sity  of  North  Carolina  to  announce 
the  newly  formed  Commission  on 
the  Future  of  Higher  Education.  The 
purpose  of  the  CEHE  is  to  centralize 
postsecondary  education  to  meet  the 
financial  needs  of  America’s  diverse 
student  population,  rather  than  to 
increase  federal  spending  or  the  role 


of  the  federal  government.  Support¬ 
ers  of  the  commission  have  called 
attention  to  the  American  economy’s 
need  for  an  educated  workforce  to 
maintain  its  stability. 

Not  only  will  the  commission 
address  the  nation’s  economic  issues, 
but  it  will  also  focus  on  increasing  the 
transparency  of  university  affairs  and 
promoting  communication  between 
colleges  and  prospective  students. 
Part  of  the  problem  with  America’s 
higher  education  is  the  difficulty  stu¬ 
dents  face  in  choosing  a  school  that 
meets  their  personal  criteria.  Charles 
Miller,  former  chairman  of  the  board 
of  regents  of  the  University  of  Texas, 
will  lead  18  others  in  facilitating  a  na¬ 


tional  dialogue  on  higher  education. 
Parents,  students  and  the  academic 
community  will  be  encouraged  to 
share  their  opinions  on  what  college 
as  an  institution  should  provide,  and 
how  it  can  best  prepare  students  for 
professional  careers.  Noting  that 
American  college  students  are  drop¬ 
ping  out  far  more  frequently  than 
students  from  other  developed  na¬ 
tions,  Spellings  has  expressed  major 
concern  regarding  America’s  future 
status  as  an  economically  competi¬ 
tive  nation.  “The  world,”  said  Spell¬ 
ings,  “is  catching  up.”  She  attributes 
sagging  performance  levels  to  the 
fact  that  many  high  school  graduates 
lack  the  preparation  necessary  for 


success.  In  her  September  19  address. 
Spellings  said,  “A  recent  study  from 
ACT  [American  College  Test}  found 
that  less  than  half  of  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  graduate  ready  for  college-level 
math  and  science.” 

Spellings’s  goal  in  creating  the 
CFHE  is  to  make  the  entire  college 
experience — researching,  applying 
and  attending — easier  for  students. 
Since  no  board  like  this  one  has  ever 
been  established  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  impossible  to  know  whether  the 
CFHE  will  be  successful.  But  if  it 
is,  the  college  process  will  change 
drastically  for  students  across  the 
country,  including  at  Boston  Latin 
School. 


March 

Continued  from  pa/^  i 

Church  and  onto  the  street,  ready  to  em¬ 
bark  on  the  two-and-a-halFmile  march. 
Equipped  with  both  professional  and 
home-made  signs,  nearly  5,000  people 
took  to  the  streets  chanting  and  singing 
phrases  and  songs  about  rights,  equality 


and  the  struggle  in  search  of  them.  The 
most  common  chant  was  the  system¬ 
atic  repetition  of  “Retrace  the  struggle!,” 
words  that  could  also  be  found  on  thou¬ 
sands  of  signs.  Additionally,  walking  with 
a  group  of  teens  evoked  encouragement 
to  “carry  on  the  torch,”  and  to  realize  that 
“it’s  [the  younger  generation’s]  turn  now” 
to  further  civil  rights. 


The  emotion-filled  march  concluded 
with  a  final  assembly  of  walkers,  this  time 
on  the  Common.  The  second  part  of  the 
program  provided  more  noteworthy  guest 
speakers  (including  Congressman  Michael 
Capuano),  more  remarks  from  Keynote 
Speaker  John  Lewis  and  a  performance 
by  the  politically  conscious  Bbston-bised 
rap  group  The  Foundation.  To  commemo¬ 


rate  Selma  and  the  day’s  events,  Larry 
Woo  performed  “Still  Marching.”  In  the 
end,  the  march  was  not  about  age,  race, 
religion  or  gender.  It  was  about  everyone 
coming  together  to  “retrace  the  struggle” 
of  civil  rights  and  implore  Congress  to 
reauthorize  the  Voting  Rights  Act  that  Dr. 
King,  John  Lewis  and  many  othets'fought 
for  so  passionately. 


Bbsto'il’Latlii  SchboIM^o 
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Should  You  Be  Held  Accountable  For 
What  You  Write  Online? 


Max  Macridas  0^9  u  suck 

Max  Macridos  _  If  u  dont  Stop  talkin  smack  about  me,  Im  gonna  beat  u  up~^ 

(  u  lyin  80  badly  n  u  probfaly  still  tailed  that  test  to  j  jgmie  Ftepairicx 
Max  Macridas  _  u  wanna  go  little  man?  ) 

Max  Macridas  _  Im  S^sTtoUT) 

;Max  Macridas  Qf  u  dom  sinKui^ 

IMax  Macridas  _  Im  gonna  faring  a  knife  to  skooi  n  send  u  to  the  hospitl  bleeding!!!! ') 
iMax  Macridas  _  hahhahahahaha  loser) 

Comanimtellinnynnnhenexpellu  ptepgwck: 

Cnowwhostheloser???//! 


<y) 


Max  Macrides,  I 

CoNTRiBirriNG  Writer 


By  James  Fitzpatrick,  in 

Contributing  Writer 


Should  a  school  or  workplace  restrict  what  students  and 
employees  write  online?  The  answer  is  simple:  absolutely  not. 

Behavior  at  home  can  only  be  moderated  by  parents  or 
guardians,  and  so  too  should  behavior  online.  Institutions  do  not 
have  the  power  to  act  as  a  parent  in  place  of  an  actual  guardian 
According  to  the  concept  of  in  loco  parentis,  rules  apply  to  indi¬ 
viduals  only  when  they  are  within  the  boundaries  of  a  particular 
establishment;  their  physical  presence  on  this  property  is  what 
makes  the  regulations  of  that  establishment  applicable  to  them. 
Similarly,  personal  property  is  not  subject  to  school  or  workplace 
confiscation  if  it  does  not  endanger  or  threaten  anyone.  Why 
then,  should  websites  and  material  published  online  in  MySpace, 
Facebook  and  Xanga  be? 

Only  if  an  individual  were  to  seriously  threaten  or  discuss 
harming  a  peer  should  an  establishment  intervene  and  mediate  a 
solution.  Aside  from  why  anyone  would  want  to  peruse  MySpace 
for  horns,  these  sites  are  just  trivial  online  places  to  post  thou^ts 
and  connect  with  friends.  If  the  poster  writes  an  insulting  com¬ 
ment,  so  long  as  it  is  not  actually  threatening,  what  difference 
does  it  make? 

The  First  Amendment  was  originally  designed  to  allow  all 
free  speech  regardless  of  the  opinion  of  the  reader.  Later,  it  was 
determined  that  free  speech  could  be  censored  if  it  was  reckless 
or  destructive,  such  as  threats  among  colleagues  in  the  workplace. 
How  is  there  any  logical  argument  for  censoring  free  speech,  if  the 
speech  is  not  “reckless  or  destructive?” 

If  an  individual  were  to  be  offended  by  material  written  on 
a  website,  my  response  is:  tough.  Just  because  someone  offends 
another  without  an  open  threat  does  not  mean  the  offender  de¬ 
serves  pumshment.  People  fling  about  insults  all  the  time  in  person, 
and  weblogs  let’s  not  kid  ourselves — are  not  formal  enough  to 
have  libel  suits  lodged  against  their  authors.  The  content  might 
be  immature,  foolish,  downright  offensive  or  hellishly  boring,  but 
unless  one  actively  seeks  out  a  blog,  these  journals  are  not  listed  in 
any  “yellow”  or  “white  pages.”  In  that  sense,  they  are  more  private 
than  expressing  opinions  “in  public.” 

It  is  not  the  job  of  peers  and  colleagues  to  play  the  role  of 
public  defender,  keeping  the populace  safe  from  all  matters  frigh^ 
ening  and  offensive.  Once  we  enforce  punishment  against  private 
mediums  of  expression  (a  fancy  way  of  saying  “MySpace”),  we  are 
clearly  inhibiting  the  right  to  free  speech.  Let  us  take  this  logic  one 
step  further.  Assuming  that  I  wrote  in  my  paper  journal  that  I  did 
not  like  a  classmate  of  mine,  and  showed  it  over  the  weekend  to 
my  friends,  should  the  administration  order  me  to  remove  those 
pages  from  my  journal?  What  if  I  had  misplaced  my  journal  and 
it  wound  up  in  the  ‘Svrong  hands?”  If  anything,  I  would  just  be 
highly  embarrassed  and  apologetic  ^but  do  I  deserve  punishment 
for  my  stupidity? 

A  website  that  is  administered  off  school  or  work  grounds  is 
one’s  own  property,  even  if  others  have  access  to  it.  An  institution 
does  not  have  the  right  to  come  into  our  homes  and,  say,  punish 
us  for  beheading  our  Barbie  dolls  and  stuffed  animals— no  matter 
how  barbarically  we  treat  them.  Only  in  some  rare  instances  may 
interference  be  necessary  If  a  Residential  Assistant  were  to  post 
images  on  Facebook  that  depict  amorous  relations  with  one  of  his 
students,  he  should  be  punished  because  that  behavior  violates 
school  rules.  However,  firing  a  blogger  like  Ellen  Simonetti,  who 
trmocendy  posted  about  her  adventures  as  a  flight  attendant — that’s 
crossing  the  line. 

And  what  about  those  fun  sites  like  ratemyteachersxom,  where 
students  can  post  freely  about  their  opinions  of  instructors?  These 
sites  are  updated  by  a  group  of  anonymous  students  (whoever 
chooses  to  visit,  essentially)  and  often  feature  angry  threats,  but 
few  sirens  blare  here.  Why  the  heat  on  blogs  and  personal  sites? 

It  is  important  to  remember  always  what  our  country  prom¬ 
ises  to  its  citizens:  freedom  of  expression  and  freedom  of  speech. 

These  rules  are,  tQ^h  Md  ofteij.ppntroyersial,  but  in  order  to 
preserve  their  sanctity,  >ye,need .  to  pbserye  themunconditionafiy.. 


Is  Big  Brother  watching?  Maybe. 

Though  most  of  us  would  never  consider  something  we 
say  outside  of  school  or  in  the  workplace  to  have  an  impact  on 
us,  for  a  few  students:  watch  out.  Before  you  hurry  home  to  rant 
on  your  Xanga,  consider  carefully  the  words  you  use.  What  you 
write  online  can  come  back  to  haunt  you. 

Currently,  one  of  the  most  popular  forms  of  online 
communication  is  the  “blog” — short  for  weblog,  a  space  for 
individuals  to  rant,  reminisce  and  storm  online  for  the  general 
public  to  read.  Entries  in  these  logs  frequently  amotmt  to  trivial 
summaries  of  one’s  day.  While  perusing  blogs  once,  I  actually 
came  across,  “And  so  after  I  had  some  Oreos  I  found  out  I  was 
wearing  two  different  colored  socks  LOL  hahaha  rofl  good 
times.”  In  the  past  few  years,  as  the  popularity  of  publishing 
one’s  life  on  the  internet  has  increased,  so  has  the  number  of 
“blog  casualties.” 

One  of  these  blog  cases  is  the  story  of  Ellen  Simonetti. 
While  employed  as  a  stewardess  for  Delta  AirHnes,  she  kept  an 
online  journal  at  queenofskyjoumalspace.com — which  is  still  avail¬ 
able  for  public  view  One  day,  she  posted  mildly  inappropriate 
images  of  herself  in  uniform,  crossing  her  legs  as  she  sat  atop 
an  airplane  seat.  Days  later,  she  was  fired. 

While  the  case  surrounding  Simonetti  is  vague,  the  idea 
it  draws  out  is  significant:  what  you  write  can,  and  often  should, 
get  you  into  trouble.  She  might  have  been  innocently  recording 
her  day-to-day  experiences  as  an  airplane  stewardess,  but  she 
underestimated  the  large  audience  frequenting  her  blog.  What 
she  personally  might  have  found  inoffensive  was  offensive 
to  others.  Moreover,  by  appearing  in  uniform,  she  indirectly 
identified  who  these  others”  were — her  company,  her  work, 
her  colleagues— thus  exacerbating  the  situation.  In  the  publish¬ 
ing  world,  if  one  bases  a  character  off  of  a  real-fife  individual, 
regardless  of  the  portrayal,  the  author  needs  permission  from 
him  to  publish  the  work.  It  is  a  matter  of  respect,  and  a  violation 
of  this  privacy  is  libel. 

Certain  inappropriate  images  of  students  drinking,  doing 
drugs,  robbing  banks  or  breaking  other  laws  should  result  in 
suspension  or  expulsion,  but  blogs  also  need  to  be  monitored  for 
a  more  traditional  problem:  bullying.  Some  students  post  fists 
like  10  Ugliest  Girls  at  School”  or  use  blogs  and  online  journals 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  ridiculing  other  students.  Though  these 
insults  may  appear  in  conversation  between  friends,  one  needs  to 
remember  that  a  blog  if  open  to  public  view — often  lacks  the 
privacy  that  a  conversation  affords.  When  an  individual  makes 
nasty  comments  in  wnting,  it  is  degrading  and  insulting,  a  scene 
straight  out  of  Mean  Girls.  Moreover,  these  insults  are  a  form  of 
harassment  that  should  be  punishable. 

As  for  the  issue  of  the  blogger’s  privacy,  it  is  his  own  choice 
to  make  his  entries  public.  Most  blogging  services,  like  Livejoui^ 
nal  or  Xanga,  offer  their  users  the  option  of  “locking”  entries 
for  only  subscribed  readers  to  see.  If  a  blogger  is  really  itching 
to  insult,  why  not  protect  his  entry?  His  anger  is  a  personal 
matter,  and  should  stay  just  so.  Writing  a  public  entry  is  no  less 
private  than  listing  in  this  article  the  “Five  Weirdest  Kids  at  BLS” 
(undoubtedly  number  one  on  that  fist  would  be  [censored]).  For 
some  reason,  people  take  the  online  medium  less  seriously  than 
the  written  or  printed,  but  the  two  are  very  similar:  blogs  and 
sites  like  MySpace  and  Facebook  allow  individuals  to  publish 
their  thoughts  for  a  wide  audience  to  read. 

No  matter  where  you  are,  you  will  always  be  responsible  for 
what  you  say.  The  staff  at  Boston  Latin  School,  like  that  of  Delta 
Airlines,  has  the  responsibility  to  uphold  the  reputation  of  the 
school.  Even  more  importantly,  the  school  has  a  responsibility  to 
Its  students— to  ensure  that  they  are  safe  from  harassment.  To 
invoke  the  great  words  of  every  grandparent:  if  you  have  nothing 
nice  to  say,  don  t  say  it  at  all.  At  least  not  in  public. 

Perhaps  the  best  solution  to  these  problems  is  just  not  have 
a.  blog  or,  onfinV  journal  at  all.  It’s  probably  baring,  .anyway. 


Forum 

Question 

Should  you  be  punished  for  contro¬ 
versial  content  on  your  weblog? 


"No,  because  [what  people  write 
in  blogs]  is  a  basic  exercise  of  freedom 
of  speech." 

— Annie  Wbng,  I 


“I  don’t  think  they  should,  because 
if  they  should  be  punished  that  will 
mean  that  people  shouldn’t  have  the 
opportunity  to  write  on  the  internet  in 
the  first  place.” 

— Tawanda  (Jona,  II 


“No,  because  everyone  has  their 
own  opinions,  and  should  have  the  right 
to  express  themselves  somewhere.” 
—Jane  Cui,  III 


“It  depends  on  the  situation.  It  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  business  owner,  for 
example,  to  fire  whomever  he  wants.” 
— Paul  Kretner,  IV 


“No,  because  then  people  shouldn’t 
have  the  opportunity  to  write  on  the  in¬ 
ternet  in  the  first  place.” 

— Olajide  Ogundipe  Jr.,  V 


“No,  because  everybody  has  free¬ 
dom  of  speech.  People  should  be  able  tq 
say  what  they  wqnt.”  , 

— iShaita  Picard,  VI 


PHOTOS  BY  MICHELLE  YAN  IV 
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By  Shauna  Bennet,  V 

CONTRIBtTTNG  WrUER 


On  December  i,  1955,  Rosa  Parks 
set  a  precedent  for  future  generations 
by  refusing  to  give  up  her  seat  on  a  bus. 
However,  this  is  not  all  for  which  she 
should  be  remembered.  Rosa  Parks  re¬ 
ceives  deserved  credit  for  her  role  in  the 
Civil  Rights  movement,  and  her  name  is 
synonymous  in  many  American  minds 
with  her  sedentary  protest.  Following  her 
recent  death,  Rosa  Parks  is  enjoying  new 
media  focus  and  public  regard:  she  was 
recently  accorded  the  honor  of  being  the 
only  woman  to  Ue  in  state  in  the  presence 
of  past  war  heroes  and  presidents.  Yet  it 
seems  as  though  many  will  only  remember 
her  as  “the  woman  who  didn’t  give  up  her 


By  James  Barned-Smith,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


In  last  month’s  Argo,  Lisa  Lavia 
began  her  article  “Minority  Report”  by 
saying,  “When  the  racial  quota  at  Boston 
Latin  School  was  challenged...  it  failed  to 
foreshadow  the  crisis  that  would  emerge 
at  the  school  ten  years  later:  a  sharp  de- 
chne  in  the  number  of  minority  students 
enrolled.”  She  goes  on  to  note  that  the 
number  of  such  students  has  declined  by 
19  percent  since  1997,  and  that  this  is  a 
“direct  result”  of  the  case  striking  down 
the  minority  quota. 

It  is  impossible  to  deny  the  facts 
that  Lavia  presents.  The  question  that 
should  be  asked,  though,  is  not,  “What 
can  we  do  to  solve  this  problem?”  but, 
“How  exactly  is  this  a  ‘crisis,’  again?” 

Lavia  states  that  “Boston  Latin  is 
a  school  that  has  traditionally  upheld 
equal  opportunity”  That  is  the  question 
at  the  crux  of  this  debate:  what  does 
equal  opportunity  really  mean?  To  Lavia, 
it  seems  to  mean  upholding  racial  quo¬ 
tas  and  ensuring  that  Boston  Latin  has 
a  diverse  student  population.  Lavia  also 
points  out  that  “applying  to  the  exam 
schools,  especially  Boston  Latin  School, 


By  Shawna  Sevnott,  I 

CONTRIBITTOG  WRITER 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  Argo,  An¬ 
drew  Klein  addressed  in  his  article  “Mih- 
tant  Recruitment”  the  negative  impact 
of  mihtary  recruiters  in  high  schools. 

I  do  not  know  what  fantasy  world 
he  is  hving  in,  but  where  I  come  from, 
the  mihtary  is  imperative  to  the  safety  of 
my  country  and  my  fellow  citizens.  And, 
crazily  enough,  recruiting  is  necessary  in 
order  to  sustain  a  stable  mihtary  force. 

He  states  that  “the  mihtary  choos¬ 
es  to  target  schools  with  students  who 
would  be  most  likely  to  enlist.”  Of 
course  they  do!  Why  would  they  come  to 
a  school  like  Boston  Latin,  where  nearly 
every  student  goes  to  college  and  where 
enhstment  is  unlikely?  Does  it  not  make 
sense  for  recruiters  to  target  schools 
where  students  might  actuahy  enlist? 

One  of  the  issues  that  bothered 
me  the  most  about  Klein’s  article  was 
his  repeated  degradation  of  the  military. 
He  states  that  “you  won’t  see  many 
military  recruiters  lurking  around  our 
corridors.  Other  high  schools  are  not 
so  fortunate.”  He  continues,  “Boston 
Latin  is  lucky.  Our  reputation  as  a  col¬ 
lege-oriented,  well-funded  secondary 
school  spares  us  from  a  flood  of  military 


^  Forum  ^ 

Parks'  Mark 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


seat.”  Will  the  true  extent  of  her  sizable 
achievements  ever  be  recognized? 

Parks,  born  in  Tuskegee,  Alabama 
on  February  4,  1913,  experienced  the 
childhood  of  torment  and  struggle  typi¬ 
cal  for  many  African-Americans  at  that 
time.  As  an  adolescent,  she  lived  in  a 
South  where  the  lives  of  fellow  blacks 
were  entirely  dictated  by  the  harsh,  rac¬ 
ist  Jim  Crow  laws.  These  laws,  coupled 
with  her  poor  health,  restricted  her  to 
a  sheltered,  unwholesome  childhood. 
The  oppression  that  she  suffered  while 
she  was  young  catalyzed  her  desire  for 
equality,  and  informed  many  of  her  siz¬ 
able  and  admirable  efforts  in  the  Civil 
Rights  movement.  After  becoming  active 
in  the  NAACP  (National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People), 


Parks  proceeded  to  advocate  strongly  for 
rights  that  black  Americans  were  denied. 
Her  most  famous  act — that  of  refusing 
to  give  up  her  seat  to  a  white  man  on  a 
Montgomery  bus — while  extremely  im¬ 
portant  in  the  Civil  Rights  movement, 
should  not  overshadow  the  fact  that  she 
was  an  important  activist  throughout  the 
rest  of  her  hfe. 

There  were  others  who  refused 
to  give  up  their  seats,  both  literally  and 
figuratively,  such  as  Jackie  Robinson  and 
Claudette  Colvin  (a  youth  member  of  the 
NAACP  who  was  arrested).  However, 
none  had  the  same  impact  on  the  Civil 
Rights  movement  as  Parks.  When  Mrs. 
Parks  refused  to  give  up  her  seat,  she  not 
only  sparked  a  city-wide  boycott  of  pub¬ 
lic  transportation  led  by  Martin  Luther 


King,  Jr.,  but  she  pushed  the  Civil  Rights 
movement  to  a  national  level. 

“The  woman  who  didn’t  give  up 
her  seat”  was  not  only  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Civil  Rights  movement;  she  was  a 
focus  point  for  those  who  struggled  to 
achieve  equality.  Though  Parks  refused 
to  give  up  her  seat  simply  because  she 
was  tired,  her  decision  transcended  a 
simple  action  and  served  as  a  turning 
point  in  the  Civil  Rights  movement.  So 
the  next  time  you  hear  about  “the  woman 
who  didn’t  give  up  her  seat,”  think  about 
the  resounding  impact  she  left  on  the 
world.  Think  about  the  future  leaders 
she  inspired  and  remember  her  as  one  of 
the  founders  of  a  revolutionary  mindset 
that  has  improved  racial  inequalities  for 
generations  to  come. 


Majority  Report 


is  not  promoted  enough 
in  the  school  system  as  a 
whole.” 

At  face  value,  I 
agree  with  her:  such  a 
sharp  dechne  in  minority 
population  is  troubling, 
at  least  insofar  as  it  rep¬ 
resents  the  underpro¬ 
motion  of  Boston  Latin 
throughout  primary 
schools.  This,  however, 
is  as  much  the  fault  of 
the  school  system  as  a 
whole  as  it  is  the  fault  of 
Boston  Latin.  Our  school 
will  only  benefit  if  the  opportunities  here 
are  made  known  to  a  wider  public.  With 
a  wider  public  to  draw  from,  BLS  will  be 
better  able  to  select  the  best  students  in 
Boston — not  just  the  best  minority  stu¬ 
dents,  but  the  best  students,  period. 

On  a  more  basic  level,  however,  I  do 
not  really  understand  why  there  is  such  a 
commotion  over  these  “plunging  minon 
ity  numbers  at  Latin.”  A  system  that  touts 
racial  quotas  at  its  premier  institutions  is 
not  a  shining  example  of  equal  opportu¬ 
nity.  It  is,  rather,  a  shining  example  of  po¬ 
litically  correct  mequahty  and  intellectual 
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lisa  LAVIA’S  article  from  the  previous  issue 

stagnation,  of  a  place  where  meretricious 


diversity  is  favored  over  true  merit.  “So 
what’s  the  problem  at  Latin?”  asks  Lavia, 
noting  that  our  fellow  exam  schools  have 
retained  more  or  less  the  same  number  of 
minority  students  despite  the  removal  of 
the  quotas.  The  simple  answer:  there  is  no 
problem  at  Latin.  Without  racial  quotas, 
Boston  Latin  can  employ  a  system  that 
gives  no  one  an  unfair  edge  over  anyone 
else — which  is  what  I  would  say  “equal 
opportunity”  should  mean.  What  is  now 
true  is  that  the  most  qualified  students 
are  being  admitted  to  the  Latin  School, 
students  unrestricted  by  a  system  that 


discriminates 
against  them  be¬ 
cause  they  are 
not  minorities. 
The  students 
that  come  to 
Latin  are  those 
who  have  been 
the  most  well 
prepared,  be  it 
by  their  elemen¬ 
tary  schools,  by 
their  tutors  or 
by  their  test 
prep  programs. 
Those  students 


are  therefore  best  qualified  for  the  rig¬ 
ors  at  our  school.  Is  this  a  bad  thing?  I 
think  not.  Should  being  black  or  white 
or  Asian  or  Hispanic  be  a  qualifier  for 
how  well  prepared  someone  is  to  come 
to  Boston  Latin?  I  think  not.  Should 
admittance  be  granted  to  those  who 
show  themselves  to  be  the  best  qualified 
regardless  of  the  color  of  their  skin?  Yes. 
\es,  I  think  so.  Only  then  will  we  have 
a  truly  meritocratic,  equal-opportunity 
system.  We  are  not  quite  there  yet,  it  is 
true.  But  we  are  certainly  now  closer  than 
we  used  to  be. 


Not  So  Militant 


Militant  Recruitmen 


By  Kj  »in,  III 
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ANDREW  KLEIN’S  ARTICLE  FROM  THE  PREVTOUS  ISSUE 


recruiters. 

What?  Why  are  mili¬ 
tary  recruiters  suddenly 
a  bunch  of  underhanded 
monsters?  They  are  simply 
doing  their  job.  Does  Klein 
have  any  idea  how  many 
opportunities  there  are 
in  the  military,  especially 
for  students  who  do  not 
have  so  many  options?  The 
military  can  be  the  ideal 
opportunity  for  a  great 
number  of  individuals.  It 
is  able  to  provides  employ¬ 
ment,  stability  and  the 
work  experience  needed 
for  the  real  world  when  those  students 
choose  to  leave  the  service. 

Military  recruiters  are  no  diffei- 
ent  from  college  recruiters.  Recruiters 
target  those  who  are  most  likely  to  join 
their  institutions.  Just  as  an  Ivy  League 
school  may  target  you,  Mr.  Klein,  be¬ 
cause  of  your  outstanding  grades,  the 
services  may  target  a  student  who  meets 
their  criteria.  Recruiters  are  neither 
“sneaky,”  nor  guilty  of  “harassment.”  I 
visited  a  school  once  where  a  military 
recruiter  was  a  regular  at  lunch;  all  he  did 
was  sit  at  his  table  and  talk  to  students 
who  approached  voluntarily. 


Military  service  should  be  seen  as 
something  honorable,  rather  than  a  “last 
resort.”  I  also  think  one  needs  to  give 
more  credit  to  students  who  enhst.  Klein 
implies  that  students  do  not  know  what 
they  are  getting  involved  in  when  they 
sign  up.  I  don’t  see  how  someone  could 
make  such  a  decision  without  realizing 
the  dangers  of  military  service.  Klein 
is  underestimating  the  intelligence  of 
these  individuals  by  implying  that  they 
are  “tricked”  into  enlisting,  rather  than 
making  the  decision  of  their  own  accord. 
He  ends  his  article  saying,  “While  some 
students  will  indeed  find  their  futures  in 


the  military,  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  enlist  must  be 
left  up  to  the  students 
themselves,  and  not 
be  the  result  of  under 
handed  recruitment 
techniques.”  Klein 
must  not  be  aware 
that  students  sign  the 
papers  themselves. 
They  have  the  option 
not  to  sign.  Further 
more,  these  ^students 
are  technically  adults 
when  they  do  join,  be¬ 
ing  over  the  age  of  i8. 
If  someone  does  want 
to  enlist  at  age  17,  the  military  requires 
a  parent  to  sign  in  order  to  ensure  stu¬ 
dents  who  aren’t  legal  adults  discuss  the 
decision  with  their  guardians. 

The  real  problem  is  that  elitist, 
condescending  parents  and  students 
who  possess  minimal  knowledge  of  mili¬ 
tary  life  believe  service  to  be  beneath 
them.  They  believe  that  the  burden  of 
battling  terrorists  and  safeguarding 
Americans  against  natural  and  manmade 
disasters  should  fall  on  someone  else’s 
shoulders— or  on  nobody’s.  What  hap¬ 
pens  then,  Mr.  Klein?  Who’s  going  to 
protect  you  then? 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


—  Forum  — 

The  Exit  Toll 
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SENIOR  YEAR  COSTS 

Cap  and  Gown:  $55 
Yearbook:  $90 
Senior  Sweatshirt:  $45 
Senior  Pictures:  $200 
Application  Fees:  $420 
SAT  Fees:  $60 

Prom  Tickets  (if  you’re  not  a  loser):  $100 
Prom  Dress/Tux:  $200 
Hair,  Nails,  Makeup, 

Jewelry  (males  need  not  apply):  $150 
Limo:  $600 
After-party:  $200 
Bail:  $150 
Senior  Trips:  $2000 
College  Deposit:  $500 
Graduation  Party:  $500 
AP  tests:  $87  each 

Graduating  from  Boston  Latin:  Priceless? 


By  Helen  Pang,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


“But  prom’s  a  once-in-a-lifetime 
experience!  You  can’t  miss  out!” 

“Once  in  a  lifetime?”  you  snort 
contemptuously.  “I  also  get  my  appendix 
removed  once  in  a  lifetime.  I  think  I’ll 
skip.” 

Unlikely  scenario?  Maybe  not.  If 
you’re  one  of  those  people  who  are  more 
concerned  about  their  wallets  than  senti¬ 
mental  high  school  traditions,  you  might 
want  to  start  memorizing  that  Hne. 

“Senior  year  is  the  best  year.”  All 
throughout  your  four  or  six  years  at 
Boston  Latin  School,  you  have  probably 
heard,  or  will  hear,  this  statement  spoken 
with  knowing  conviction  by  many  older 
students  and  faculty  members.  And  thus, 
shielded  by  a  vague  image  of  the  light-at- 
the-end-of-the-tunnel  in  your  mind,  you 
forge  on  through  all  the  hardships,  all 
the  science  projects  and  sleepless  nights, 
all  the  SATs  and  “interesting”  school 
meals,  and  all  the  grueling  practices  and 
indecipherable  exams,  until  at  last  you 
find  yourself  standing,  exhausted  but 
triumphant,  at  the  exit. 

“Wait,  what?  There’s  a  toll?” 

Indeed,  the  people  who  have  been 
putting  senior  year  up  on  a  pedestal  for 
you  often  forget  to  mention  one  minor 
detail:  this  pedestal  doesn’t  come  free. 
Senior  year  may  very  well  be  the  best 
year,  but  it  is  also  the  year  at  the  end  of 
which  you  get  to  open  your  wallet  and 
see  a  hole  the  size  of  several  thousand 
dollars.  Although  a  public  high  school 
education  is  nominally  free  of  charge, 
all  the  “essential”  bells  and  whistles  that 
come  with  it  definitely  are  not. 

For  example,  whenever  the  faculty 
and  administration  talk  keenly  about 
“walking  across  the  stage  in  June,”  what 
they  really  mean  is  “walking  across  the 
stage  in  June  in  a  $55  cap  and  gown,  which 
may  be  a  slightly  different  shade  of  purple 


from  the  previous  year’s  caps  and  gowns, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  preventing  frugal 
seniors  from  borrowing  the  memorabilia 
of  similar-sized  alumni  and  thus  cheating 
the  manufacturer  out  of  vital  profits.”  If 
you  fail  to  purchase  your  own  personal 
cap  and  gown  without  acceptable  eco¬ 
nomic  reasons,  you  are  outright  forbidden 
from  even  participating  in  the  much-fore- 
shadowed  physical  act  of  “walking  across 
the  stage”  to  receive  your  diploma.  A  fine 
way  to  conclude  six  years  of  hard  work 
and  dedication  to  the  school,  to  be  sure. 


Then  there  is  the  matter  of  the 
yearbook.  Perhaps  the  most  essential 
of  all  senior-year  mementos,  this  com¬ 
prehensive  overview  of  the  400  people 
who  accompanied  you  on  your  journey 
through  high  school  is  designed  to  sit 
reliably  on  your  bookshelf  for  several 
decades,  until  you,  in  your  ripe  old  age, 
open  it  back  up  and  have  a  grand  time 
laughing  and  blushing  at  your  past  self  and 
your  past  friends.  Want  one?  It’s  yours  for 
a  $90  check.  Better  yet,  want  to  be  in  it? 
You  must  get  your  photograph  taken  by 


Chestnut  Hill  Studios,  which  charges  $25 
for  the  sitting  fee  alone.  If  you  happen  to 
be  unable  to  attend  one  of  the  photogra¬ 
phy  sessions  held  at  school,  you  must  then 
travel  to  the  studio,  which,  despite  the 
name,  is  not  five  minutes  away  in  Chest¬ 
nut  Hill  outside  Boston,  but  an  hour  away 
in  Seekonk  outside  Rhode  Island. 

Then,  of  course,  there  is  prom.  The 
capstone  of  the  traditional  high  school  ex¬ 
perience,  prom  is  not  to  be  lightly  missed 
by  most  socially-minded  seniors.  This  one 
event,  however,  can  easily  cost  more  than 
everything  else  put  together,  with  formal 
outfit  costs,  hairdo  and  manicure  charges, 
limousine  rentals,  fancy  restaurant  prices, 
post-prom  party  fees,  and  the  prom  ticket 
itself  According  to  the  magazine  Tour 
Prom,  the  average  prom  attendee  in  2005 
spent  a  total  of  $638  on  such  expenses.  A 
minimalist  might  be  able  to  puU  the  affair 
off  for  less  than  $100,  but  it  is,  after  all, 
the  high  point  of  senior  year  for  many 
students.  If  they  go,  they  want  to  go  all 
out,  and  understandably  so. 

So  take  all  of  these  exorbitant 
costs,  add  to  them  the  fees  for  miscel¬ 
laneous  items  such  as  class  rings,  senior 
sweatshirts,  and,  of  course,  college 
applications  and  SATs,  and  you  have  a 
dent  in  your  wallet  easily  worth  over  a 
thousand  dollars.  Is  senior  year  supposed 
to  be  an  all-encompassing  celebration  of 
everything  we  have  accomplished  in  our 
high  school  years,  or  a  practice  session 
for  our  impending  transformation  into 
poor  college  students?  A  practice  session 
that,  moreover,  tends  to  exclude  those 
who  cannot  afford  to  be  extravagant 
with  their  savings?  Although  there  are 
some  things  that  unfortunately  cannot 
be  changed,  there  could  still  be  some 
improvements  the  school  could  make 
to  its  policies  to  help  ensure  that  senior 
year  is  a  fun,  rewarding,  and  affordable 
year  for  all  seniors.  We’re  at  the  end  of 
the  tunnel  and  we  can  see  the  light:  don’t 
stop  us  now. 


Got  Sleep? 


WITHOUT  SLEEP,  BOSTON  LATIN'S  STUDENTS  MAY  SOON  BEGIN  TO  LOOK 


Most  of  US — students  and  staff 
alike — do  not  get  enough  sleep  every 
night.  Duh.  As  a  consequence,  we  do 
not  wake  up  happy  and  refreshed  as  we 
should,  a  major  contribution  to  the  over¬ 
all  awfulness  of  first  period  (everyone’s 
favorite  hour  of  grumpy  adults  talking 
to  grumpy  teenagers).  In  today’s  cul¬ 
ture,  sleep  deprivation  is  affecting  many 
people — including  you. 

For  all  of  you  who  are  perfectly  con¬ 
tent  staying  up  till  the  wee  hours  of  the 
night  (or  morning),  watch  out.  It  turns 
out  that  most  teenagers  need  nine  to  ten 
hours  of  sleep  per  night  because  of  bio¬ 
logical  changes  (a.k.a.  hormones  and  all 
that  good  stuff)  occurring  in  our  bodies. 
Unfortunately,  our  busy  and  demanding 
schedules  at  Boston  Latin  School  prevent 
us  from  receiving  the  much  needed  rest. 
The  extreme,  bare-bones  sleep  schedule 
we  follow  during  the  week,  moreover, 
tends  to  carry  over  into  our  weekend 
sleep  habits;  but  the  greater  amount 
of  sleep  that  we  get  over  the  weekend 
paradoxically  serves  only  to  make  us  more 


we  possibly  get  more  sleep  during  the 
week,  what  with  all  the  homework,  extra- 
curriculars  and  sports  that  most  Boston 
Latin  School  students  have?  How  can 
we  get  nine  hours  of  sleep  a  night  when 
we’re  up  until  at  least  midnight,  and  have 
to  be  in  school  by  7:45  or  risk  the  wrath 
of  the  Dreaded  Tardy  Detention?  Some 
schools  are  trying  to  address  the  problem 
themselves,  such  as  the  West  Wndsor 


LIKE  THIS. 

tively  affected  as  a  result.  Honstra  said 
this  about  her  kids’  mornings:  “They 
had  to  be  up  at  six  and  really  run  around 
to  shower,  dress,  get  organized  and  have 
anything  resembling  breakfast.  They’d 
beg  me  for  five  or  ten  minutes  of  extra 
sleep.  Teenagers  seem  to  need  a  minimum 
of  nine-and-a-quarter  hours  a  night,  but 
that  would  be  asking  them  to  fall  asleep 
at  8:45,  and  I  don’t  think  that’s  going  to 
happen,  especially  with  the  homework 
and  all  the  other  things  the/re  expected 
to  do.” 

■  Ahd  she’s  right.  .Unfortunately,  as 
Latin,  most  'likely Avill.  nor  be '  changing 
its  hours  in  the  near  future,  here  is  the. 
Eightfold  (uh,  sixfold)  Path  to  Sleep 
Success: 


tired.  Then,  when  we  actually  need  to  stay 
awake  (to  finish  that  English  paper),  we 
can’t.  In  other  words,  the  lack  of  sleep 
during  the  week  followed  by  some  major 
snoozing  dp  ring  th?'  weekend  is  acttipUy 
wprsq.for  you  than  if  we;  werp  justg'llovved, 
to  get  a  normal  amount  of  5lpop  .qvqry' 
night  of  the  week.  '  ' 

This  is  all  very  well.  But  how  can 


Plainsboro  Middle  School  in  Plainsboro, 
New  Jersey  At  that  school,  two  parents, 
Deborah  Hornstra  and  Michele  Bret,  got 
together  vidth  other  concerned  parents’  to 
demand! a-change.in,the  school’s  starting ' 
tiil\e,'0L7:34,..3a  they"  felt  ’theic  children 
were  not  getting  enough  sleep  and  that 
their  academic  performance  was  nega- 


By  Pauline  Chong,  TTT 

Contributing  Writer 


1.  Get  all  your  homework  and  other 
jobs  done  at  least  four  hours  before  set¬ 
ting  the  alarm  clock  for  the  next  day 

2.  If  your  teachers  (the  real  Evil 
Empire)  have  conspired  to  give  you  hours 
upon  hours  of  work  for  the  next  day,  don’t 
do  all  of  it.  Save  some  of  it  for  study  hall, 
homeroom,  lunch,  even  those  four  min¬ 
utes  before  your  next  class.  Having  to  do 
a  little  physics  during  lunch  is  worth  the 
extra  hour  of  sleep. 

3.  Speaking  of  studies...  why  not 
nap  during  one?  It  is  better  for  you  than 
playing  Tetris  on  your  calculator,  and 
you’re  less  likely  to  end  up  with  carpal 
tunnel  syndrome  from  catching  forty 
winks.  (Although  you  may  end  up  with 
those  funny  notebook  marks  on  the  side 
of  your  face.) 

4.  In  fact,  if  you’re  the  sort  of  per 
son  who  likes  to  get  to  homeroom  really 
early,  why  not  nap  there,  before  (or  dur 
ing)  BLSTV? 

5.  You  could  even  nap  after  school. 
In  fact,  you  could  really  nap  pretty  much 
anywhere.  But  if  you’re  caught  dozing 
during  history,  don’t  blame  me. 

6.  Finally,  and  most  importantly, 
please  know  your  limits  and  please  try  not 
to  give  yourself  too  much  work. 

Let’s  not  kid  ourselves,  though. 
Even  with  all  of  this  advice,  the  amount 
of  work  we  get  at  BLS  virtually  guaran¬ 
tees  that  we  will  .never  get  a- full  nightls  ■ 
rest..  If  only  we  could  have  a  month-long  ■ 
holiday  devoted  ta  catch  ing.up  on  sleep. 
Now  that  would  make  the  world  a  better 
place,  don’t  you  think? 
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By  Samantha  Kaufman,  III 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER 


Some  people  spend  their  lives  avoid¬ 
ing  having  to  talk  to  other  people.  Well, 
now  they  have  an  excuse:  those  little  MP3 
players  that  seem  to  be  reproducing  Uke 
rabbits.  Not  only  do  they  give  you  a  reason 
to  avoid  having  conversations  with  that 
really  irritating  sophomore  on  your  bus, 
they  might  actually  stop  you  from  being 
able  to  hear — ever  again. 

Recently  there  have  been  reports 
that  these  new,  smaller  MP3  players,  with 
longer  battery  life  and  more  storage,  are 
causing  hearing  loss  throughout  our  gen¬ 
eration.  ITie  newest  iPods  can  go  for  hours 
without  dying  and,  unlike  CD  players, 
you  never  need  to  stop  to  change  music. 
People  are  now  hstening  to  their  music 
louder  and  for  longer  periods  of  time.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  CBS  news,  “continuous  Usten- 
ing  to  an  MP3  player,  even  at  a  seemingly 
reasonable  level,  can  damage  the  delicate 
hair  cells  in  the  inner  ear  that  transmit 
sound  impulses  to  the  brain.”  You  hear 
that,  those  of  you  who  spend  hours  listen¬ 
ing  to  that  new  mix?  Yeah,  I  thought  not. 
It  seems  that  most  of  our  generation  will 
suffer  from  hearing  loss.  You  may  even 
have  symptoms  now.  So  we’re  all  going  to 
be  deaf  together?  Sweet. 

As  if  anyone  from  our  generation  is 


Forum  - 

I  Can't  Hear  You... 


ahvom 


MEAR 


going  to  turn  off  that  music.  According  to 
some  experts,  some  “young  people”  have 
even  developed  Loud  Music  Dependency 
Disorder  (LMDD).  “I  listen  to  my  music 
really  loud.  I  know  it’s  not  good  for  my 
hearing,  but  I  have  to  do  it,”  says  Scott 
Walsh  (III).  So  even  if  we  want  to,  we 
can’t  turn  it  down — we’ve  gone  too  far.  It 
is  just  like  eating  at  McDonald’s  despite 
knowing  how  bad  fast  food  is  for  our 
health.  “I  probably  wouldn’t  stop  listen¬ 
ing  just  because  I  love  my  music,”  adds 


sophomore  Samantha  Demezieux,  “and  I 
don’t  see  any  damage  being  done,  so  until 
then,  my  music  will  still  be  blasting.” 

Of  course,  not  everyone  is  eager 
to  just  sit  by  and  let  their  population  go 
deaf  Some  governments  in  Europe  are 
taking  a  more  proactive  approach:  setting 
a  Emit  for  the  volume  in  music  players. 
Luckily  here  in  the  good  of  US  of  A  we 
don’t  have  that.  If  the  government  tried 
to  do  that  here,  Americans  would  be  up 
in  arms.  Deimis  Cohen  (III)  comments,"! 


CAN 
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don’t  think  the  government  should  cap 
the  volume.  I  enjoy  listening  to  music 
wicked  loud  and  they  shouldn’t  be  able  to 
stop  me.”  Here  in  America,  we  live  under 
the  great  doctrine  of  freedom  of  volume. 
After  all,  we  live  only  once  and  hearing 
aids  are  available  for  the  old. 

Volume  caps  aren’t  the  solution, 
either,  because  it’s  those  chic  little  buds 
in  our  ears  that  are  creating  the  problem. 
Prolonged  usage  could  lead  to  deafness. 
So,  what  are  these  nations  in  Europe 
actually  accomplishing?  Are  they  just 
saving  the  world  one  noise  pollutant  at  a 
time?  The  European  students  simply  do 
not  blast  their  headphones  loud  enough 
for  you  or  your  neighbors  to  hear.  And 
since  no  one  will  be  enforcing  a  ban  on 
your  iPod  any  time  soon,  you  do  not  have 
to  worry  about  getting  your  music  taken 
away  —  just  your  hearing. 

I  suppose  the  golden  lesson  of  these 
experts’  research  and  the  public’s  response 
to  their  findings  is  that  we  really  will  all 
lose  our  hearing — and  most  of  us  don’t 
care.  We  secretly  hope  in  our  hearts  that 
modern  technology  will  remedy  this  prob¬ 
lem  soon,  or  else  our  hearing  will  continue 
deteriorating  at  exponential  rates.  Just 
remember,  next  time  you’re  on  the  bus 
or  train  early  in  the  morning,  please  do 
not  bother  the  people  with  headphones 
on.  They’re  too  busy  going  deaf 


Biolab  Brings  Botulism  to  Boston 


By  Andrew  Klein,  in 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


When  I  think  of  residential  urban 
areas,  I  think  of  culture,  ethnic  restau¬ 
rants,  public  transportation  and  art.  I 
also  think  of  crowds  of  people  and  busy 
office  buildings.  I  don’t  usually  imagine 
bioterrorism  research  laboratories,  with 
ridiculously  high  levels  of  security  and 
immense  threats  to  the  public.  Boston 
University,  which  plans  to  build  a  lab  of 
this  kind,  may  broaden  my  concept  of 
cities  to  include  “danger.” 

In  this  proposed  facdity,  research 
would  be  performed  on  the  agents  of 
bioterrorism:  organisms  such  as  an¬ 
thrax,  plague,  botulism,  tularemia  and 
viral  hemorrhagic  fevers  (like  Ebola) 
that  cause  deadly  diseases.  These  are 
frequently  diseases  for  which  there  is 
no  known  cure,  that  can  be  transmitted 
through  the  air  and  that  are  used  in  bio  - 
warfare.  I  do  not  deny  that  more  research 
into  these  diseases  is  necessary,  so  that 
cures  can  be  developed  and  the  diseases 
eliminated.  But  how  can  a  facility  pri¬ 
marily  concerned  with  personal  safety 
operate  in  a  location  where  the  faciUty 


compromises  the  safety  of  civilians  for 
every  second  it  exists? 

Over  $150  million  is  to  be  spent 
constructing  this  laboratory,  which 
will  coexist  with  hospitals,  schools  and 
many  homes  in  the  Roxbury/South  End 
neighborhood.  Even  Boston  Latin  School 
is  located  quite  close  to  this  potential 
complex.  It  just  doesn’t  seem  smart  to 
place  such  a  danger  amidst  one  of  the 
most  densely  populated  places  in  the 
United  States.  Common  sense  seems  to 
state  that  hospitals  and  deadly  diseases 
aren’t  such  a  great  mix.  For  that  matter, 
people  and  deadly  diseases  aren’t  such  a 
great  mix.  Period. 

Nowhere  else  seems  to  have  the 
problem  of  keeping  civilization  and  bio¬ 
safety  separate.  Besides  this  proposed 
laboratory,  there  are  only  three  other 
Level  Four  biosafety  laboratories  in  the 
United  States.  A  Level  Four  rating  is 
given  to  laboratories  with  the  highest 
amount  of  unsafe  substances  and  to  those 
that  propose  the  greatest  danger  in  a 
disaster  scenario.  Unlike’  the  BU  biolab, 
the  three  other  current  laboratories  do 
not  exist  in  densely-populated  areas.  For 
example,  there  is  a  current  Level  Four  lab 


on  the  outskirts  of  Frederick,  Maryland, 
a  location  far  from  any  major  population 
centers.  In  this  location,  a  disaster  would 
have  a  minimal  effect,  compared  to  the 
worst-case  scenario  if  a  disaster  were  to 
spread  from  the  BU  biolab. 

Despite  scientists’  efforts  to  make 
laboratories  airtight,  there  have  been 
instances  in  the  past  when  biolabs  have 
led  to  disaster.  For  example,  in  May  2004, 
an  explosion  at  a  Georgia  biolab  affected 
people  within  a  five-mile  radius.  What  if 
this  level  of  disaster  were  to  happen  in 
Boston?  A  five-mile  radius  disaster  area  in 
Boston  would  contain  most  of  Roxbury 
and  the  South  End,  Downtown  Cross¬ 
ing,  Back  Bay  and  maybe  even  Boston 
Latin  itself 

Scenarios  of  what  might  happen 
in  the  event  of  a  disaster  have  given 
many  people  a  sense  of  skepticism.  City 
Council  president  Michael  F.  Flaherty, 
in  a  letter  last  month  to  the  director  of 
the  National  Institutes  of  Health,  called 
for  an  immediate  halt  to  the  lab  plans. 
Flaherty,  once  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
biolab,  said  he  had  changed  his  position 
after  seeing  the  “total  breakdown  of 
government  response”  after  Hurricane 


Katrina.  Other  politicians  that  oppose 
the  construction  of  the  biolab  include 
Menino’s  opponent  in  the  recent  Mayor 
election,  Maura  Hennigan,  and  city 
councilor  winners  Sam  Yoon  and  Felix 
Arroyo. 

Supporters  of  the  lab  include 
Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  Mitt  Romney 
and  some  trade  unions.  They  argue  that 
the  presence  of  the  BU  biolab  will  create 
more  jobs  and  will  bring  prestige  to  the 
city.  There  is  no  doubt  that  creating  jobs 
is  important,  but  not  if  they  are  jobs  that 
endanger  both  those  doing  them  and  the 
community  at  large. 

It  is  my  belief  that  there  can  be  no 
compensation  for  human  life.  I  under 
stand  the  importance  of  creating  jobs  in 
our  declining  economy.  I  also  understand 
the  need  to  research  and  develop  cures 
for  the  deadly  diseases  used  in  bioter 
rorism.  But  is  the  creation  of  new  jobs 
really  worth  the  possibility  of  fatalities? 
Is  protecting  some  people  worth  risking 
the  lives  of  many  others?  I  think  not.  For 
that  matter,  any  institution  that  jeop¬ 
ardizes  society  for  the  sake  of  prestige 
and  profit  should  be  condemned  and 
abolished. 


The  Inmates  Want  In 


By  Natalie  Cucchiara,  I 

CO.VTRIBLTINC  WRITER 


You  wake  up  20  minutes  late  and 
miss  the  bus.  You  arrive  at  school  at  8:03 
a.m.,  18  minutes  late,  and  report  to  tardy 
detention  the  next  morning.  To  some, 
this  pohcy  at  Boston  Latin  seems  unrea¬ 
sonable,  but  to  many  students  across  the 
city,  it  would  be  preferable  to  their  own 
school’s  “lock-out  policy.” 

Lock-out  policies  have  become 
an  unfortunate  but  integral  part  of  the 
attendance  and  tardy  procedures  at 
schools  such  as  Hyde  Park  Educational 
Complex  and  South  Boston  Education 
Co'mplex.'They;  restrict  a  sfirdenf’s  ac¬ 
cess  to' f he  's(ffiobl  buHdinig'a'ffef  i  ceffain' ' 
time  each  morning.  Students  are  “locked 
out”  and  unable  to  attend  school  or  gain 


access  to  the  building  for  the  rest  of  the 
day  if  a  parent  is  not  present.  Not  even  a 
note  from  a  doctor  or  parent  can  be  used 
to  admit  a  student  into  the  building. 

If  Superintendent  Payzant  stresses 
good  attendance  so  much,  how  can  such 
a  policy  be  beneficial  to  students?  At  the 
October  19  School  Committee  Meeting, 
Jewel  Cash,  a  student  representative, 
presented  her  concerns  about  the  short¬ 
comings  of  lock-out  policies,  especially 
as  they  concern  attendance  rates.  At 
English  High  School  last  spring,  for 
example,  the  attendance  rate  dramati¬ 
cally  increased  after  the  lock-out  policy 
was  removed  from  tardy  procedures. 
Personal  accotintS'Ftom  manYt^picSefr--.'' 
tativef  on'iffe  Biisfo’n  ?ltudent  Advikbfy-  • ' 
CbuhciF  (BS'AG)','’a  Yityt^'id^  ^ftideff t  ' 
body,  and  their  fellow  classmates  also 


strengthened  their  case.  In  one  instance, 
BSAC  member  Jason  Miller,  a  senior  at 
the  Engineering  School  at  Hyde  Park 
Education  Complex,  explained  how  he 
was  forced  to  wait  outside  in  the  freez¬ 
ing  cold  and  snow  after  being  just  min¬ 
utes  tardy.  When  he  rang  the  doorbell, 
administrators  came  outside  and  told 
him  and  other  students  waiting  that  they 
needed  to  have  their  parents  present  in 
order  to  go  inside. 

"If  people  put  the  effort  into  get¬ 
ting  to  school,  it’s  really  senseless  to  lock 
them  out,”  said  Alafia  Spencer,  another 
senior  at  Hyde  Park.  Spencer  raises  a  le-  ' 
gitimate  point — why  sto^  students  when 
they  actu'alfy'want’tbgh  to'kchbo'j^Yhe 
^ch'dol  'febmfn'i'tfee  fcVp'ondetj'  to'  (te '  ' 
presentation  by  advising  BSAC  tb'd/aw' ' 
up  a  district-wide  policy,  much  like  the 


blanket  cell  phone  policy  implemented 
last  spring,  which  would  impact  all 
schools  in  the  system  including  Latin 
School.  If  the  new  policy  is  voted  on 
and  approved  after  revision,  the  new 
district-wide  tardy  procedure  could  be 
in  place  by  next  September. 

At  schools  like  Brighton,  Hyde 
Park  and  South  Boston,  student  morale 
is  expected  to  change  in  the  coming 
year,  creating  overall  a  better  academic 
environment  for  many  of  our  peers  in 
the  other  high  schools  around  the  city. 

Boston  Latin,  which  is  famously 
known  as  a  “brick  prison,”  traps  its 
students  within  its  walls.  Hopefully 
wi'th’fhis'new'^jli’tfy,''  SfUtferli^  WHo  aLe 
alfea'dy  so-'^fifr'i'ed  abbut'g'eiH'ng  but  of  ’ 
La\ifi'' wo'ffr '  hdvb'tb'  Wdf  ry'ab'o’uf'geV*' 
ting  in. 
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By  Mike  Schwartz,  III 

Contributing  writer 


Why  does  the  state  of  California 
want  to  execute  a  Nobel  Prize  nominee? 
This  is  the  glaring  question  the  public  is 
asking  as  the  state  of  California  races  to 
execute  Stan  “Tookie”  Williams  on  De¬ 
cember  13,  2005. 

Stan  Williams  co-founded  the  noto¬ 
rious  Los  Angeles  street  gang  the  Crips  in 
1971,  when  he  was  17.  He  has  sat  on  death 
row  at  San  Quentin  Prison  since  1981, 
when  he  was  convicted  of  four  murders. 
Though  he  certainly  engaged  in  criminal 
activity  during  his  time  in  the  Crips,  activ¬ 
ity  for  which  he  has  expressed  deep  regret, 
he  has  always  maintained  his  innocence 
with  regards  to  these  murders. 

The  evidence  against  him  is  stai- 
tlingly  dubious,  and  his  trial  similarly  bo¬ 
gus.  The  main  testimony  against  Williams 
came  from  jaiUiouse  informants.  The  same 
court  that  denied  Williams’s  request  for 
a  retrial  last  February,  the  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  knew  that  these  same 
informants  had  “less-than-clean  back¬ 
grounds  and  incentives  to  he  in  order  to 
obtain  leniency  from  the  state  in  either 
charging  or  sentencing.”  The  physical 
evidence  itself  was  tenuous.  Fingerprints 


were  found  at  the  scene  of  the  murders, 
but  they  did  not  match  WLUiams’s.  A  shot¬ 
gun  shell  supposedly  matched  one  from 
a  gun  bought  by  WUhams  years  ago,  but 
the  gun  itself  was  found  under  the  bed  of 
a  couple  facing  felony  charges.  The  trial 
was  moved  from  L.A.  to  Torrance,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  a  predominantly  white,  conserva¬ 
tive  town.  All  African-Americans  were 
removed  from  the  jury  by  a  prosecutor 
who  has  been  censured  twice  for  racist 
practices. 

But  that  is  only  half  the  story  People, 
especially  black  and  poor  people,  are  ar¬ 
rested  and  executed  all  the  time  against  a 
stacked  deck.  What  is  truly  amazing  about 
Tookie  Williams  is  the  story  of  his  life  in 
prison,  where  he  began  to  rehabilitate 
himself  He  left  the  Crips  and  committed 
his  hfe  to  working  against  gang  violence. 
According  to  e-mail  testimony  sent  to 
Williams  from  parents,  kids,  teachers  and 
law  enforcement  officials,  his  work  behind 
bars  has  saved  the  lives  of  over  150,000 
kids  who  were  either  in  a  gang  or  planning 
to  join  one.  He  has  written  nine  highly 
acclaimed  anti-violence  books  for  young 
students.  He  has  also  written  the  “Tookie 
Protocol  for  Peace;  A  Local  Street  Peace 
Initiative,”  instructing  communities  step 
by  step,  block  by  block  on  how  to  create 


TOOKIE  WILLIAMS  AT  AGE  29 


peace.  Gang  peace  treaties  in  this  protocol 
have  been  credited  with  stopping  violence 
between  gangs  like  the  Crips  and  Bloods 
in  crime-plagued  cities  like  Newark.  The 
list  of  his  accomphshments,  all  produced 
within  a  nine-by-fourfoot  cell,  goes  on 
and  on.  He  has  even  received  a  Presi¬ 
dential  Call  to  Service  Award  from  the 


current  president,  George  W  Bush.  He 
has  been  nominated  for  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  five  times. 

Mr.  Wilhams  is  a  hero.  He  is  fiv- 
ing  proof  that  rehabihtation  works,  yet 
on  October  21,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
refused  to  hear  Tookie’s  case. 

Time  is  running  out  for  Tookie  Wil¬ 
liams,  but  aU  hope  is  not  lost.  It  will  take 
a  proactive,  loud,  national  movement  to 
put  pressure  on  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
and  the  state  of  Cahfornia.  They  must 
grant  Williams  clemency  This  is  not  a 
pipedream;  death  row  inmates  have  been 
pardoned  before  in  the  U.S.  after  months 
of  hard  work  to  free  them.  Already  a 
movement  is  starting  to  grow.  Rapper 
Snoop  Dogg;  actor  Danny  Glover;  Jamie 
Foxx,  who  portrayed  WiUiams  in  a  movie 
version  of  his  life.  Redemption,  and  other 
entertainers  are  working  across  the  U.S. 
to  save  Tookie  and  draw  attention  to  the 
case.  Activists  are  gearing  up  for  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  which  will  be  a  National  Day  of 
Action  for  Tookie,  with  conferences,  pro¬ 
tests  and  speak-outs  across  the  country 
We  all  need  to  raise  our  voices  to  make 
sure  that  Tookie  does  not  die. 

You  can  help  with  this  effort;  con¬ 
tact  me  at  hendrix513@comcast.net  to 
learn  about  what  you  can  do. 


Necessary  Activism 


Fixing  the  Quagmire 


By  Radhika  Garland,  I 

CoNTRiBirriNG  Writer 


Brown  v.  Board  of  Education.  Roe  v. 
Wade.  These  cases  have  set  the  standards 
for  the  society  we  live  in  today  No  longer 
are  schools  segregated  or  women  pre¬ 
vented  fiom  having  abortions,  thanks  to 
the  court  rulings  made  by  hberal  justices 
on  the  Supreme  Court.  In  recent  years, 
conservatives  have  frequently  accused 
these  justices  of  making  inappropriate 
decisions  that  disregard  the  will  of  elected 
state  representatives.  They  call  this  deci¬ 
sion-making  “judicial  activism.” 

If  liberal  justices  in  the  fifties  and 
sixties  had  not  enforced  rulings  challeng¬ 
ing  many  states’  legislations,  public  places 
would  stiU  be  divided  between 
“whites”  and  “coloreds.”  Gay 
marriage  would  not  be  legal  in 
Massachusetts  today.  Judicial 
activism  is  responsible  for  the 
great  advancements  made  in 
society  this  century. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  a 
countermovement  in  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  that  threatens 
America’s  quest  for  greater 
equality  especially  in  light  of  the 
recent  scurry  to  replace  former 
justices.  Conservative  judges 
hide  behind  the  shield  of  origi- 
nahsm,  a  belief  that  the  Consti¬ 
tution  should  be  interpreted  as 
the  Founding  Fathers  did,  voting 
against  civil  liberty,  abortion  and 
same-sex  marriage.  Originalism 
is  flawed,  however;  in  the  time 
of  the  Founding  Fathers,  slavery 
was  sanctioned  by  the  state,  women  did 
not  have  the  right  to  vote  and  the  federal 
government  relentlessly  persecuted  Na¬ 
tive  Americans.  It  is  impossible,  even 
unethical,  to  follow  the  exact  precedent 
of  that  ancient  government.  We  live  in  a 
new  era.  Originalist  judges  continue  to 
rule  in  another  world,  which  has  yet  to 
be  shaken  by  social  activism. 

Justice  Martha  B.  Sosman  once 
stated  regarding  gay  marriage,  “The  issue 
is  not.. .the  Legislature’s  rationale ...  {but] 
whether  it  satisfies  a  minimal  threshold  of 


rationality”  Originalist  argument  is  simply 
not  practical.  These  justices’  position  is 
that  abortion  and  same-sex  marriage  re¬ 
quire  changing  specific  institutions  rather 
than  recognizing  them  as  basic  civil  rights. 
To  Justice  Sosman,  same-sex  marriages 
may  not  seem  “rational,”  but  she  fails  to 
recognize  the  issue  from  the  perspective 
of  gay  couples. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Breyer  re¬ 
cently  published  a  new  book  entitled  Ac¬ 
tive  Liberty:  Interpreting  our  Democratic  Con¬ 
stitution.  In  it,  he  simultaneously  attacks 
originalism  as  well  as  judicial  activism.  His 
insistence  on  resisting  activism  was  tested 
in  2000,  however,  in  Carhart  v.  Stenberg, 
a  case  regarding  the  constitutionality  of 
Nebraska’s  anti-partial  term  abortion 


By  YuNHAN  CHEN,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Thirty  years  ago  in  Vietnam,  the 
South  Vietnamese  were  defeated  by  their 
Communist  rival.  North  Vietnam.  North 
.  Vietnamese  Army  (NVA)  tanks  were 
advancing  through  Saigon,  the  South 
Vietnamese  capital.  The  United  States, 
meanwhile,  was  scrambling  to  airlift  its 
remaining  personnel  from  its  embassy 
while  mobs  of  Vietnamese  surrounded 
the  compound,  screaming  to  be  saved 
as  well.  This  was  the  humiliating  end  of 
the  Vietnam  War  for  the  Americans,  who 
lost  over  58,000  soldiers.  The  U.S.  loss 
resulted  from  the  successful  appUcation 
of  guerilla  war  tactics  by  the  National 
Liberation  Front,  better  know  as  the 
Viet  Cong  (VC).  It  turned  Vietnam  into 
a  quagmire,  a  military  campaign  with  a 
small  chance  of  victory  and  no  clear  exit 
strategy.  Similarly,  although  the  Ba’athist 
regime  of  Saddam  Hussein  in  Iraq  has 
been  completely  crushed  and  there  are 
no  countries  actively  trying  to  overthrow 
the  current  interim  government,  in  many 
ways  Iraq  is  also  a  quagmire. 

In  Vietnam,  the  VC  attacked  and 
the  U.S.  responded  with  overwhelming 
force,  displacing,  wounding  and  even 
killing  civilians  along  the  way.  Whole 
villages  suspected  of  harboring  VC 
guerillas  were  burned  to  the  ground  or 
napalmed.  This  cost  the  U.S.  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Vietnamese  people  and  its 
war  against  North  Vietnam  fell  apart. 
Correspondingly,  although  the  current 
coalition  is  not  actively  razing  villages  in 
Iraq,  its  frequent  campaigns  against  the 
insurgents  cause  pubhc  misery,  dissatis¬ 
faction  and  even  hatred  of  the  U.S.  last 
year’s  assault  on  Fallujah,  for  example, 
left  much  of  the  city  ruined  and  resulted 
in,  many  civilian  casualties.  The  video  of 
an  American  soldier  killing  at  least  one 
wounded  and  unarmed  man  did  not  help 
the  situation.  Instead  of  improving  the 
lives  of  Iraqis,  the  U.S.  has  to  devote  its 
resources  to  mounting  costly  offensives 
against  insurgents  to  provide  security  in 
the  coimtry.  This  simply  disgnmtles  more 
Iraqis,  particularly  Sunnis,  who  make  up 


a  large  part  of  the  insurgency.  As  a  result, 
more  offensives  are  required,  feeding  the 
vicious  cycle. 

During  the  Vietnam  conflict,  the 
U.S.  made  itself  seem  invincible  against 
the  NVA  and  its  “raggedy”  allies,  the  VC 
guerillas.  In  reality,  the  VC  chipped  away 
at  the  U.S.  troops,  with  strategies  such 
as  setting  up  traps,  ambushing,  sniping, 
using  tunnel  warfare,  etc.  Now,  as  then, 
the  U.S.  makes  itself  seem  secure  and 
powerful,  making  gigantic  inroads  against 
the  insurgents  with  their  large  offensives. 
However,  after  dozens  of  operations, 
there  are  still  bombings,  assassinations, 
shootings,  kidnappings,  and  rocket  and 
mortar  attacks.  In  May  of  this  year,  over 
500  Iraqis  died  from  these  attacks.  Re¬ 
cently,  car  bombings  targeting  bustling 
neighborhoods  in  Baghdad  have  become 
the  most  popular  form  of  insurgency.  Car 
and  suicide  bomb  explosions  frequently 
ring  in  the  streets.  The  U.S.  response 
usually  comes  in  the  form  of  severe  crack¬ 
downs.  These  don’t  seem  to  be  helping 
the  situation,  however,  as  innocents  still 
die  daily  from  insurgent  bombs. 

Instead  of  its  Vietnam-era  tactics, 
the  U.S.  should  be  waging  a  war  of  pro¬ 
paganda  to  win  the  hearts  of  the  Sunni 
minority.  If  we  try  to  raise  the  living 
standards  in  Iraq  even  a  little,  the  people 
will  be  grateful  and  the  U.S.  Army  will 
be  seen  as  heroes  instead  of  invaders  or 
impe_rialists.  What  the  people  in  Iraq 
need  is  stability  and  normahty.  We  must 
satisfy  the  people  before  we  can  rebuild 
the  country  Otherwise,  history  will  re¬ 
peat  itself,  and  Iraq  will  become  another 
\fietnam.  We  mustn’t  withdraw  until  the 
Iraqi  government  is  stable.  If  we  leave  too 
early  we  leave  a  moimtain  of  uncompleted 
tasks,  resulting  in  the  downfall  of  the 
interim  government  because  of  its  poor 
organization.  If  we  leave  too  late,  the 
Iraqi  people  will  resent  us.  We  must  puU 
out  our  troops  as  soon  as  Iraq  is  secure 
and  operating  smoothly  We  must  have 
an  exit  strategy  instead  of  fumbling  over 
it,  as  we  did  during  the  Vietnam  War.  We 
must  strike  a  fine  balance  between  peace 
and  war,  verbal  propaganda  and  military 
action. 


legislation.  He  decided  then  that  abor¬ 
tion  was  an  imalienable  right  of  women, 
and  that  the  state  was  at  fault — casting 
his  vote  accordingly  As  one  can  see,  even 
a  moderate  justice  such  as  Breyer  must 
sometimes  swallow  personal  opinion  to 
protect  liberty 

Significant  social  activism  is  needed 
for  the  sake  of  American  civil  liberties.  We 
should  never  abstain  from  such  action,  or 
else  we  risk  the  threat  of  projxments  of 
originalism  leading  us  into  a  backward, 
unfeasible  America. 
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Tournament  of  Fire 


VETERAN  BRITISH  ACTORS  INCLUDING  RICKMAN,  GAMBON,  AND  SMITH  GLOWER 


By  RoisiN  Foley,  III  & 
Katy  Estes-Smargiassi,  III 

CONTRIBITING  WRITERS 


The  fourth  installment  in  the  Harry 
Potter  series,  Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of 
Fire,  is  the  second-thickest  of  the  books 
thus  far.  Unfortunately,  screenwriter  Steve 
Kloves  was  forced  to  cut  all  but  the  main 
aspects  of  the  plot  in  the  movie  version, 
reducing  the  characters  to  emotional 
cardboard  cu^outs  and  retreating  into  one- 
Uners.  The  film’s  timeline  revolves  around 
the  Triwizard  Tournament,  a  “legendary 
event,”  according  to  Dumbledore.  Three 
champions  from  three  major  wizarding 
schools — Beauxbatons,  Durmstrang  and 
Hogwarts —  “compete  for  eternal  glory”  Of 
course,  Harry  inadvertently  becomes  the 
fourth  and  youngest  champion;  reluctant 
heroism  and  hilariousness  ensue.  In  fact, 
the  hdariousness  may  actually  be  the  best 
part  of  the  film,  rescuing  it  from  a  deluge 
of  boring  plot  points. 

Alfonso  Cuaron,  the  director  of 
the  third  film  in  the  series.  The  Prisoner  of 
Azkaban,  employed  dark  green  tones  and 
a  sense  of  seasonal  pacing.  In  Goblet  of  Fire, 
however,  we  have  grays,  dark  blues  and 
morbid  comedy  standing  in  for  poignancy 
and  teenage  pathos,  courtesy  of  Mike  New¬ 
ell,  the  director  behind  Four  Weddings  and  a 
Funeral.  Slapstick  humor  abounds,  and  as 


usual,  there  are  enough  incorrect  hterary 
details  to  annoy  die-hard  fans. 

Professor  Alastor  “Mad-Eye”  Moody, 
played  by  Brendan  Gleeson,  wdth  his  false 
eye  and  easily  aroused  temper,  is  an  inspira¬ 
tion  to  Boston  Latin  School  teachers  past 
and  present.  As  the  fourth  Defense  Against 
the  Dark  Arts  teacher  in  as  many  years,  he 
teaches  his  first  lesson  on  the  feared  Un¬ 
forgivable  Curses,  which  control,  torture 
and  kill  others.  Moody  immediately  takes 
up  the  role  of  mentor  to  Harry.  He  is  also 
the  only  adult  character  in  the  film  with  any 
semblance  of  a  personality  Snape  is  greasy, 
McGonagall  is  prim,  Sirius  Black  is  one  se¬ 
riously  lame  hunk  of  molten  firewood  and 
Dumbledore  is  strangely  violent.  Daniel 
Radchffe  handles  Harry  with  his  usual  bur 
dened  ineptness,  and  Rupert  Grint,  as  Ron, 
covers  the  entire  spectrum  of  adolescent 
emotions  while  silently  rebelhng  against 


his  sidekick,  funnyman  status.  Hermione, 
portrayed  by  Emma  Watson,  is  predictably 
exasperated  with  her  quarrelsome  friends. 
Her  romance  with  the  champion  from 
Durmstrang,  international  Quidditch  star 
Viktor  Krum  (Stanislav  lanevski)  is  encap¬ 
sulated  in  two  longing  looks,  one  dance  and 
one  sentence  of  garbled  Bulgarian-English. 
The  champion  from  Beauxbatons,  Fleur 
Delacour  (Clemence  Poesy)  has  about 
three  lines  and  mostly  stands  about  looking 
very  French,  but  failing  to  live  up  to  her 
Veela  bloodline.  Robert  Pattinson,  who 
plays  Cedric  Diggory,  the  other  Hogwarts 
Champion,  is  the  Hogwarts  poster  boy  for 
honesty  and  handsome  smiles. 

The  Tournament  scenes  are  ap¬ 
propriately  exciting,  especially  the  third 
and  last  task,  which  involves  a  large  scary 
hedge-maze.  In  the  novel,  the  maze’s 
chaOenges  are  tangible:  large  sphinxes  and 


spiders  lurk  around  corners  spitting  out 
riddles  for  the  contestants  to  puzzle  out.  In 
the  film,  however,  the  hedge  is  transformed 
into  a  claustrophobic  labyrinth  of  heavy 
breathing  and  psychological  torture.  This 
part  had  the  potential  to  be  the  best  scene 
in  the  movie,  had  the  moral  tug-ofwar  and 
bonding  between  Harry  and  Cedric  not 
been  cut  short  by  time  considerations,  and, 
later,  a  pair  of  plot  scissors. 

In  the  scene  that  follows,  we  are 
finally  introduced  to  You-KnowWho,  and 
the  ensuing  battle  tests  Harry’s  mettle  as 
well  as  the  audience’s  ability  to  restrain 
from  crying,  laughing  and  cheering.  De¬ 
spite  this  successful  scene,  the  problems 
with  the  script  in  the  rest  of  the  movie 
sometimes  threaten  to  overtake  even  a 
fan’s  ability  to  love  the  world  of  Harry 
Potter.  Ultimately,  the  constraints  of  this 
script  fail  to  capture  the  big  picture.  The 
welcome — albeit  cheesy — humor  provides 
the  viewer  with  a  chance  to  enjoy  the  film 
as  pure  entertainment,  but  often  subverts 
the  more  serious  messages  of  the  story  The 
film  ends  on  a  ridiculously  hopeful  note, 
offsetting  the  earlier  scenes  of  doom  and 
gloom.  The  trio  of  friends  walks  off  into  the 
proverbial  sunset  after  another  successful 
year  at  school,  'out  not  before  Hermione 
asks:  “Everything  is  going  to  change  now, 
isn’t  it?” 

“Yes.  Yes  it  is.” 


The  Scorpion's  Gate 


By  Ari  Klickstein,  III 

Staff  Writer 


A  huge  hquid  natural  gas  tanker  sud¬ 
denly  cuts  off  aU  lines  of  communication 
and  veers  away  from  its  port  of  destina¬ 
tion  in  the  Persian  Gulf  towards  the  local 
US  Navy  base.  The  Japanese  tanker,  Jamal 
2i;7,  laden  with  highly  explosive  contain¬ 
ers,  is  capable  of  a  blast  radius  of  a  few 
kilometers  that  would  kill  hundreds  of 
people.  The  US  Marines  are  prepared  to 
rappel  from  Black  Hawks  onto  the  decks 
and  Navy  SEALs  vrill  approach  via  Zodiac 
speedboats  to  scale  the  side  of  the  great 
tanker  using  magnetized  ladders.  Their 
mission  is  to  stop  the  Iraqi  terrorists 
of  the  Iranian  Secret  Qods  Force  from 
detonating  the  explosives  on  board  and 
reversing  the  propellers. 

This  potentially  disastrous  terrorist 
attack  could  happen  as  far  away  as  the 
Persian  Gulf  or  as  close  by  as  .a  harbor 
in  Rhode  Island.  Former  countenter- 
rorism  expert  and  Boston  Latin  School 
alumnus,  Richard  Clarke,  ’68,  worked  on 


identifying  terror  threats  and  analyzing 
incoming  information  for  four  different 
administrations,  from  Ronald  Reagan  to 
George  W.  Bush.  In  2004  he  released  a 
controversial  work  of  non-fiction  regard¬ 
ing  terrorism  and  the  Second  Gulf  War. 
Against  All  Enemies:  Inside  America’s  War 
on  Terror  chronicles  Clarke’s  experiences 
with  the  Bush  administration  both  before 
and  after  September  ii.  Now,  this  former 
Chair  of  the  Counterterrorism  Security 
Group  has  published  his  first  fiction  novel, 
The  Scorpion’s  Gate.  The  action-espionage 
thriller  serves  as  his  warning  against  reli¬ 
ance  on  foreign  oil,  its  distortion  of  intel- 
hgence  analysis  and  decision  making,  and 
the  possibility  of  an  international  crisis  in 
the  Middle  East. 

The  Scorpion’s  Gate  has  the  author 
ity  and  authenticity  of  a  man  who  has 
provided  national  security  advice  for  the 
executive  branch  for  over  20  years.  Unlike 
other  books  written  by  political-aides- 
turned-authors  (I’m  looking  at  you,  Scoor 
er  Libby),  Clarke’s  worrying  narrative  is 
both  weU-crafted  and  informative. 


Predicts  Terrorism 


In  Clarke’s  book,  nation-budding  in 
Iraq  has  faded  and  the  country  has  fallen 
under  the  influence  of  Shi’ite  Iran.  Across 
the  Persian  Gulf,  in  neighboring  Saudi 
Arabia,  the  Saudi  royal  famdy  has  been 
thrown  out  in  a  mostly  bloodless  revolu¬ 
tion.  Now  the  new  nation  of  Islamyah  is 
run  by  a  Councd  made  up  of  both  west^ 
ernized  and  fundamentalist  Muslims.  To 
complicate  the  delicate  situation,  China, 
with  a  thirst  for  oil  rivaling  that  of  the 
United  States,  is  vying  for  exclusive  access 
to  Islamyah’s  od  in  exchange  for  nuclear 
capable  long-range  Chinese  missdes  and 
Chinese  military  protection. 

The  book  does  a  good  job  of  bal¬ 
ancing  threads  for  multiple  characters, 
including  top  American  and  British  in¬ 
telligence  analysis  agents,  a  daring  young 
reporter,  hardened  Navy  generals  and 
young  Islamyahian  politicians  who  have 
the  power  to  shape  its  future.  Clarke 
sprinkles  in  other  American  characters, 
from  the  secretaries  of  the  US.  govern¬ 
ment  to  Air  Force  pdots  and  Navy  ensigns. 
As  a  political  insider,  Clarke  takes  the 


reader  from  the  Situation  Room  under 
the  White  House  to  office  retreats  for 
Senators  and  even  to  more  foreign  places 
such  as  the  middle  of  the  Arabian  Desert 
and  the  subways  of  Iran. 

For  the  most  part,  Clarke’s  writing  is 
crisp  and  his  characters  well  rounded.  As 
the  story  progresses,  however,  the  focus 
moves  from  the  relationships  between  the 
characters  to  the  political  crisis,  as  the 
characters  make  personal  sacrifices.  The 
dialogue  is  honest,  filled  with  awkward  ac¬ 
ronyms  and  military  jargon,  such  as  CinC 
(Commander  in  Chief),  SECDEF  and 
COMNAVCENT.  Rather  than  including 
a  glossary,  Clarke  wants  readers  to  solve 
the  puzzles  themselves  using  contextual 
clues  or  searching  on  Google,  a  resource 
which  he  himself  used  in  describing  loca¬ 
tions  in  Iran,  the  only  country  featured  in 
the  book  that  he  has  not  visited. 

Clarke  visited  Boston  Latin  as  the 
first  speaker  in  the  Boston  Latin  School 

Clarke 
Continued  on  page  12 


I've  Got  an  Ambivalent  Feeling  About  This 


By  Kieran  Kelly,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Imagine,  for  a  moment,  a  scale  of 
awesomeness  from  one  to  ten,  with  one 
being  stepping  in  Ewok  droppings  and  ten 
being  brandishing  a  hghtsaber  at  a  battle 
droid.  The  current  “Star  Wars:  Where 
Science  Meets  Imagination”  exhibit  at 
the  Museum  of  Science  would  rank  about 
as  awesome  as  getting  jumped  by  Tusken 
Raiders  after  just  getting  your  landspeeder 
repainted.  Getting  to  see  real  costumes, 
props,  and  concept  modek  is  a  pretty  cool 
ejqierience,  and  I  managed  to  fill  a  512  MB 
memory  stick  with  media  from  the  exhibit, 
but  there  k  not  much  science  in  it  for  adults 
and  older  children,  and  the  exhibit  provides 
no  new  information  for  the  avid  fan. 

One  display  I  did  find  intriguing  was 
ar,  nvestigation  into  hyperspace-like  meth¬ 
ods  of  traveling.  One  proposed  method  is 
the  use  of  antimatter  drives,  which  combine 


matter  and  anti-matter,  releasing  massive 
amounts  of  energy  The  display  also  pres¬ 
ents  the  possibility  of  using  funnel-shaped 
contraptions  called  ramjets  that  collect 
interstellar  gas.  While  it  ex¬ 
plains  the  promising  effects 
of  such  technologies,  it  ako 
elaborates  on  the  unrealisti¬ 
cally  enormous  size  of  the 
mechanisms  needed. 

The  exhibit  offers 
many  activities  for  younger 
children,  such  as  one  that 
allows  them  to  make  their 
own  “repukorlift,”  the  tech¬ 
nology  used  in  the  Star  Wars 
galaxy  to  allow  starfighters 
and  speeders  to  hover  above 
the  ground.  The  makeshift 
repulsorhfts  in  the  exhibit  are  fashioned 
out  of  Legos  on  magnets  atop  a  polarized 
path,  providing  a  demonstration  of  toda/s 
real-world  electromagnetic  technologies.  I 


DROIDS  APLENTY  AT  MOS 


visited  midday  so  the  exhibit  was  flooded 
with  younglings,  making  it  hard  to  get  in  on 
the  Lego-action.  Thk  disappointed  my  hftle 
cousin,  who  had  come  along  to  provide  per 
spective.  People  hoping  to 
try  out  the  more  hands-on 
activities  should  go  either 
early  or  late  in  the  day  to 
avoid  the  rush. 

The  exhibit  touches 
sparingly  upon  the  far 
fetched  weapons  of  Star 
Wars,  featuring  only  a 
short  paragraph  on  hghr 
sabers.  In  real  life,  oper 
ating  a  lightsaber  would 
require  enough  energy  to 
keep  a  medium-sized  city 
functioning.  Aside  from  the 
problem  presented  by  the  current  energy 
crisis,  it  would  have  to  be  controlled  within 
a  set  area,  and  be  packed  all  into  what  is 
essentially  a  flashlight  handle.  And,  no. 


D  batteries  won’t  work.  So,  for  now,  you 
will  just  have  to  use  a  toaster  to  toast  your 
bagels,  despite  its  uselessness  in  a  fight.  It 
could  possibly  be  throvm  at  someone,  but 
I  would  not  recommend  using  it  to  deflect 
laser  blasts. 

The  exhibit  includes  its  own  gift 
shop,  with  walls  and  shelves  flooded  with 
everything  from  shirts  to  toy  lightsabers  to 
large  and  expensive  modek  of  "Voda’s  sweet 
physique.  It  also  features  some  harderto- 
find  articles,  such  as  CDs  of  the  National 
Public  Radio  Drama  version  of  the  original 
trilogy 

“Star  Wars:  Where  Science  Meets 
Imagination”  nms  at  the  Museum  of  Sci¬ 
ence  until  April  30,  2006.  The  ticket  price 
of  $20  includes  entry  to  the  Exhibit  Halls. 
If  you  intend  to  go,  though,  order  ahead  for 
tickets,  and  keep  in  mind  that  they  are  valid 
only  for  specific  time  slots. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  online  at 
wvmmos.org. 
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Simpson  Stays  Simple 


Prepare 

By  Silvan  a  Vivas,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


For  all  you  students  out  there  who 
have  been  searching  high  and  low  for  that 
book  too  good  to  put  down,  it’s  finally 
here.  Prep,  the  debut  novel  of  the  talented 
Curtis  Sittenfeld,  is  just  what  you’re  look¬ 
ing  for.  This  gripping  teenage  tale  is  funny 
and  honest  enougli  to  relate  to,  but  still 
has  all  the  right  elements  of  a  dramatic 
plot  to  keep  you  reading  all  night  long. 

Lee  Flora  is 
one  of  the  smartest 
girls  at  her  middle 
school  back  in  South 
Bend,  Indiana. 

When  she  arrives 
at  Ault,  a  boarding 
school  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  she  is  excited 
and  nervous  for  high 
school  like  everyone 
else.  She  soon  learns, 
however,  that  life  for 
a  scholarship  stu¬ 
dent  like  her  is  ver)’ 
different  than  that 
of  the  rich,  preppy 
teenagers  who  have 
paid  full  price  to 
attend.  She  begins 
as  an  isolated  yet 
observant  student, 
but  eventually  becomes  fairly  accepted 
by  most  in  her  social  school  system  by 
the  time  she  is  a  senior.  Then,  suddenly, 
her  public  image  turns  from  decent  to 
five-feet-above-rockrbottom  when  she  is 
quoted  in  an  anti-Ault  article  that  reveals 
her  true  feelings  about  the  school. 

This  novel  is  one  to  which  all  girls 
can  relate.  Lee  has  common  problems 
with  school,  friends,  boys  and  parents. 
Occasionally,  very  dramatic  things  one 
hopes  to  never  experience  happen  to  her, 
such  as  her  ex-roommate’s  suicide  at¬ 
tempt.  Above  all,  Lee  struggles  to  adjust  to 
life  in  New  England,  where  she  generally 


for  Prep 

views  people  as  unfriendly  and  snobby. 
She  goes  through  many  trying  experiences 
(for  a  teenage  girl,  at  least),  like  making 
sure  she  gets  a  decent  roommate,  striv¬ 
ing  to  make  friends,  attempting  to  avoid 
embarrassment  when  her  parents  come 
to  visit  in  their  worn-out  Datsun  and 
trying  to  meet  the  expectations  of  all  her 
condescending  teachers.  The  reader  can 
share  in  Lee’s  feelings  and  reactions  to 
these  events. 

Although  it  is  realistic  in  por¬ 
traying  the  feelings 
of  an  outsider  like 
Lee,  many  things 
in  this  novel  seem 
a  bit  exaggerated. 
While  it  may  be  true 
that  some  people  go 
through  their  lives 
experiencing  one  di¬ 
saster  after  another, 
the  plot  stdl  seems 
rather  unrealistic. 
Some  events  don’t 
even  seem  to  be  a  big 
deal,  but  the  way  that 
they  are  described  is 
g  very  melodramat- 
^  ic.  Lee  overthinks 
I  things  that  occur 
«  in  her  daily  life,  and 
5  spends  most  of  the 
novel  worrying.  This 
can  be  forgiven  by  the  reader,  however,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  all  part  of  her  character,  which 
the  reader  gets  to  know  very  well  since 
the  novel  is  written  in  the  first  person. 
Although  Lee’s  thoughts  occasionally 
drown  out  the  storyline,  the  drama  still 
makes  for  a  captivating  read. 

All  in  all,  this  is  the  type  of  story 
that  captures  the  reader  with  all  the  juicy 
gossip  and  intense  drama  typical  of  a  teen¬ 
age  novel,  but  with  additional  engaging 
plot  lines  that  come  with  the  prestigious 
boarding-school  setting.  So  here’s  a  reason 
to  stop  watching  The  O.C.  and  put  down 
the  remote:  Prep. 


By  Soumey  Lor,  III 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


With  albums  such  as  ‘Autobiogra¬ 
phy”  and  the  newly  released  “I  Am  Me,” 
Ashlee  Simpson  evidently  has  a  need  to 
express  herself  In  her  tide  track,  she  sings, 
“I  am  me  and  won’t  change  for  anyone,” 
which  is  deceptive.  For  “Autobiography,” 
Simpson  attempted  to  distinguish  herself 
from  her  sister,  Jessica  Simpson,  by  dyeing 
her  hair  jet  black. 

She  now  returns  to 
her  natural  blonde 
roots  for  “I  Am 
Me,”  confusing  au¬ 
diences  worldwide 
as  to  who  she  really 
is:  the  first  person 
to  go  goth  by  going 
blonde. 

After  her 
little  skip-arade 
on  Saturday  Night 
Live  (SNL),  it  was 
expected  that 
Simpson  would 
try  to  redeem  her¬ 
self,  but  her  latest 
album  falls  short 
of  accomplishing 
this.  There  is,  in  fact,  not  much  to  re¬ 
deem:  Simpson  cannot  sing.  If  this  is 
not  clear  to  you  now,  it  will  be  perfectly 
obvious  after  you  hear  her  sophomore  eF 
fort.  Simpson  is  monotonous  throughout 
all  her  tracks,  and  the  album  altogether 
seems  like  one  extended  bad  song.  Ven¬ 
turing  to  be  versatile,  she  channels  her 
inspiration  from  Gwen  Stefani  with  the 
track  “L.O.V.E.,”  which  proves  to  be  the 
most  aimoying  song  on  the  album  with 
lyrics  such  as  “L,  O,  L,  O,  L,  O,  L,  O,  V,  E” 
that  fail  to  imitate  the  success  ofStefani’s 
“B-A-N-A-N-A-S”  hit. 

As  a  co-writer  of  ii  songs  on  the 
album,  Simpson  uses  the  opportunity  to 
continue  the  themes  of  her  first  album: 
brokenness,  failure  and  acceptance.  If  you 


are  one  to  follow  pop  culture,  you  may 
know  that  by  dating  Wilmer  Valderrama 
of  That  yos  Show,  she  indirectly  sparked 
a  feud  with  Lindsay  Lohan,  his  former 
girlfriend.  Given  this  context,  it  is  easy 
to  complete  lyrics  such  as  “I  didn’t  steal 
your...”  with  the  word  “boyfriend.”  Ballads 
such  as  “Beautifully  Broken”  and  “Catch 
Me  When  I  Fall”  are  Simpson’s  way  of 
acknowledging  and  accepting  the  SNL 
debacle;  it  is  time  for  the  media  to  let  it 
go  and  turn  over 
a  new  leaf  After 
all,  most  of  us 
have.  Of  course, 
it  would  be  easier 
for  those  who  are 
still  holding  on 
to  do  the  same  if 
the  lyrics  were  a 
bit  deeper  than  “I 
wanna  break  the 
circle  but  the  cir¬ 
cle  won’t  break,” 
from  “Catch  Me 
When  I  Fall.” 

As  a  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School 
student,  you  may 
notice  that  “I  am 
me”  is  simply  bad 
grammar.  That  is  just  the  tip  of  the  ice¬ 
berg.  Simpson  shames  the  English  lan¬ 
guage  on  an  even  grander  scale  by  appar¬ 
ently  not  using  a  dictionary  or  thesaurus 
in  her  songwriting.  Simpson  simply  does 
not  know  what  to  say  sometimes,  and  so 
she  repeats  the  same  lyrics  over  and  over 
again.  In  “Boyfriend,”  we  are  haunted  by 
the  i8  “whoa”s  and  12  “ha”s  that  have  crept 
into  the  three-minute  song. 

Nevertheless,  her  album  did  enter 
the  Billboard  chart  at  number  one.  Al¬ 
though  this  does  not  prove  her  to  be  a 
good  singer,  it  does  prove  that  she  is  here 
to  stay  She  survived  the  public  scorn,  got 
back  on  the  pony,  wrote  a  song  about  it 
and  will  probably  continue  to  make  money 
from  her  lack  of  talent. 


Mol  Takes  the  Stage  Again 


BLS 

By  Jerome  O’Grady,  II 
&  Bryan  Strickland,  II 

Contributing  Writer.s 


What  comes  to  mind  when  we 
think  of  American  IdoP  Besides  Ryan 
Seacrest’s  flamboyant  outfits  and  Justin 
Guarini’s  hair,  we  think  competition. 
The  turnout  at  Boston  Latin  School’s 
own  version  of  Idol,  however,  was  not 
as  huge  or  eventful.  BLS  Idol  was  ini¬ 
tially  started  by  Dominic  French  (I)  as 
a  fundraiser,  and  has  now  become  an 
annual  event.  This  year,  tens  and  tens 
of  contestants  tried  out  for  the  chance 
to  be  the  next  BLS  Idol,  but  only  one 
will  be  talented  and  enthusiastic  enough 
to  take  it  all. 

What  exactly  does  it  take  to  be 
an  Idol?  We  caught  up  with  the  celeb¬ 
rity  judges,  Ms.  Rachel  Skerritt,  Mr. 
Christopher  Charig  and  our  very  own 
Officer  Manny,  to  ask  what  they  felt 
each  contestant  needed.  For  those  of 
you  who  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of 
taking  an  English  class  taught  by  Ms. 
Skerritt,  she  is  a  huge  American  Idol  fan 
and  has  been  a  dedicated  follower  of 
the  reality  show  since  it  first  aired.  Her 
love  for  Idol  is  not  the  only  thing  that 
qualifies  her  as  a  judge,  though —  she 
also  has  an  extensive  background  in 
music  at  Latin  School.  During  her 
time  as  a  student  here,  Ms.  Skerritt 
participated  in  Show  Choir,  Gospel 
Choir  and  Jazz  Band.  The  last  reason 


she  feels  qualified?  “I  am  really  good  at 
insulting  people.”  Ms.  Skerritt  looks  for 
confidence,  song  choice  and,  of  course, 
talent  in  performers,  much  as  judge  Mr. 
Charig  does.  Mr.  Charig  clearly  qualifies 
as  a  judge,  as  he  is  Boston  Latin’s  own 
vocal  teacher  and  has  had  years  of  musi¬ 
cal  schooling  as  well  as  a  keen  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  singing.  The  third  judge,  and 
certainly  the  most  surprising  choice, 
is  the  always-loveable  Officer  Manny. 
Why  does  Manny  deserve  to  judge 
BLS  Idol?  He  feels  he  is  an  impartial 
judge  who  represents  the  Latin  School 
members,  and  he  even  goes  as  far  as  to 
compare  himself  to  Paula  Abdul.  Now 
with  a  good  idea  of  how  the  competi¬ 
tion  takes  place  and  what  the  judges  are 
looking  for,  we  decided  to  check  out  the 
competition  itself. . 

With  the  initial  competition 
wrapped  up,  12  contestants  remained 
to  perform  in  the  semifinals,  held  on 
November  4  in  the  Black  Box  Theater. 
The  halls  near  the  Theater  were  filled 
with  clamor  that  Randy  Jackson  might 
have  suitably  described  as  “pitchy.” 
Upon  investigation,  it  was  discovered 
that  instead  of  the  expected  12  semi¬ 
finalists,  Kim  Stafford  (VI)  would  not 
be  performing  because  the  band  had 
not  learned  her  song.  As  Ms.  Skerritt 
had  stated  prior  to  the  event,  “upsets 
happen,”  but  we  just  didn’t  expect  them 
so  early  Looking  through  the  crowd  and 
judges,  we  were  surprised  at  the  large 


amount  of  shy,  young  contestants  we 
saw  as  opposed  to  only  more  comfort¬ 
able  and  confident  upperclassmen.  A 
newcomer  herself,  Maryellen  Eacmen 
(VI)  confided  that,  “I’m  a  little  intimi¬ 
dated  because  the  older  kids  have  more 
experience.  I  am  pretty  nervous  but 
not  afraid.”  When  asked  if  she  thought 
she  would  be  the  next  BLS  Idol,  she 
responded,  “Why  not?”  Another  sixie, 
Lauren  Kelly,  who  has  sung  before  at 
Symphony  Hall,  was  also  very  nervpus 
about  performing,  but  was  humble  and 
grateful  to  the  judges  for  getting  her 
this  far  in  the  competition. 

Strings  maestro  Mr.  Ricardo  Slevi- 
ra,  however,  substituting  for  Mr.  Charig, 
told  Eacmen  to  “get  some  groovier 
dance  moves”  and  Kelly  to  “hit  the  road 
Jack”  when  the  competition  started. 
Not  all  of  the  judges  agreed  with  Mr. 
Slevira’s  hard-hitting  comments;  Manny 
loved  the  energy  of  Eacmen’s  rendition 
of  “Ain’t  No  Mountain  High  Enough,” 
and  both  he  and  Ms.  Skerritt  felt  that 
young  Kelly  had  great  vocal  talent  for 
her  age.  Contestant  Efe  Osifo  (II) 
picked  up  the  pace  with  an  impressive 
performance,  but  lost  a  few  points  for 
his  lack  of  confidence  on  stage.  Alethea 
O’Neal  (I)  impressed  Officer  Manny 
with  her  rendition  of  the  A1  Green 
classic  “I  Heard  It  Through  The  Grape 
Vine,”  and  even  reminded  Ms.  Skerritt 
of  past  Idol  winner  Fantasia  Barrino. 
Next,  Katherirte  Padula  (H)  hit  the 


stage  and  wowed  both  the  audience 
and  the  judges  with  her  performance, 
leaving  them  with  almost  nothing  to 
complain  about.  Another  favorite  was 
Daniella  Colb  (I),  who  received  the  first 
ever  standing  ovation  from  Ms.  Skerritt 
and  struck  silence  into  the  talkative 
Officer  Manny. 

With  the  crowd’s  hopes  finally 
getting  to  a  high,  the  show  ended.  The 
judges  deliberated  and  read  off  the  list 
of  the  six  finalists,  Osifo,  Padula,  Colb, 
Hoi  Nguyen  (I),  Jessica  Noseworthy  (I) 
and  Iskra  Batista  (VI),  which  included 
no  surprises  but  lots  of  talent.  There 
were  no  close  ties  or  edge-of-the-seat 
eliminations,  but  the  audience  was 
entertained  with  an  amusing  dance- 
off  between  the  judges  and  Eacmen. 
There  was  also  a  number  by  Class  IPs 
own  Miles  Stafford,  which  was  quite 
possibly  the  most  entertaining  part  of 
the  night.  French  felt  that  the  turnout 
this  year  was  much  more  positive  than 
in  past  years,  with  a  variety  of  ages  and 
even  the  occasional  boy.  And  although 
the  crowd  wasn’t  as  large  as  expected, 
the  significant  amount  of  funds  raised 
will  still  go  to  charity. 

So  what  is  to  be  expected  in 
future  rounds  of  BLS  Idol?  A  head  to 
head  battle  between  Padula  and  Colb? 
Or  another  upset  predicted  by  Ms. 
Skerritt?  We  can’t  know  for  sure,  but 
for  now— O’GRADY-STRICKLAND 
OUT! 
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On  the  War  Path 


By  Mike  Molinari,  I 

CONTRIBLTING  WrITFK 


^felon  and  Yening  Qin,  more  com¬ 
monly  known  as  Lue  and  Yen  respec- 
rively.  hj.ve  been  close  friends  of  mine 
since  sixie  year.  Currently  they’re  cau¬ 
tiously  eyeing  what  careers  lie  down  the 
road,  a  step  we  are  all  taking.  During  the 
summer,  both  worked  at  State  Street. 
Yelun  assisted  at  the  helpdesk,  dealing 
with  forgotten  passwords,  and  Yen  with 
the  taxes,  which  he  makes  seem  more 
interesting  than  they  really  are. 

These  boys  are  twins,  and  one  of 
their  biggest  similarities  is  their  passion 
for  music.  Yelun  sings  bass  in  Concert 
Choir,  while  Yening  shows  exceptional 
leadership  as  the  concertmaster  of  the 
Senior  String  Orchestra.  After  school  on 
Tuesdays,  they  can  both  be  found  in  the 
music  wing  playing  violin  in  the  Honors 
Orchestra.  Yening  is  very  proud  of  his 
violin,  which  he  bought  during  a  2004 
trip  to  Beijing,  and  if  you’re  lucky,  hell 
entertain  you  with  its  sweet  sound. 

Both  twins  started  their  musical 
careers  at  age  seven  playing  the  recorder. 
They  then  moved  on  to  group  violin 
lessons,  and  eventually  began  private 
lessons  with  instructor  Matthew  Green, 
with  whom  they  are  now  studying.  Not 
content  with  just  11  years  of  violin  ap¬ 
prenticeship,  they  are  both  currently 
enrolled  in  Saturday  classes  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory  of  Music,  and 
are  part  of  the  NEC’s  Youth  Symphony 
Orchestra.  On  Thursday,  November 
17,  they  performed  at  New  England 
Conservatory’s  Jordan  Hall,  where  they 
played  pieces  by  Tchaikovsky,  Borodin 
and  Vaughan  Wilhams. 

Although  the  Qins  do  have  much  in 
common,  there  is  a  lot  that  distinguishes 
them  from  each  other.  For  example.  Yen 
likes  his  hair  short  (but  it  looks  nice  now, 
doesn’t  it?)  while  Yelun  is  fond  of  grow¬ 
ing  out  his  hair.  Also,  Lue  has  a  strong 
desire  to  go  into  teaching,  most  likely  a 
language.  He  currently  studies  Korean, 
and  in  sfade  year,  he  copied  a  good  part  of 
the  dictionary  from  his  Latin  textbook  to 
study  over  the  summer.  Yelun  also  tutors 
Chinese  outside  of  school  on  Mondays 
and  Thursdays,  and  often  takes  over  his 
Chinese  class  to  give  an  impromptu  les¬ 
son  in  archaic  Chinese.  Yening,  following 
his'  own  dream,  composes  music  in  his 
free  time,  antHs  also  president  of  the  BLS 
Aul»  Qub.  In  10  years;  Yfehin  will  most 
lil^ly  be  a  teacher  and  Yening  will  either 
be  designing  luxury  cars  ch*  composing  a 
symphoi^ 

Of  course,  these  are  only  hopes  and 
dreams.  Maybe  "Yen  won’t  exactly  be  a 
great  composer  for  the-new  century,  but 
afte(1feadii^4he  Senior  Strii^  Orchestra 
as  cencertmaster  to  a  gold  medal  in  the 
-MICCA  competition,  he’s  certainly  set 
his  foot  in  the  doer  to  a  successfulmusi- 
caLcareenAnd  perhaps  Yelun  will  not  be 
teichingf  hinese  etymofogy  at  Harvard, 
but  he^  got...  uh...  that  hair. 


By  Kevin  McCaughey,  IV 

COMTRIBITING  WRITER 


Sam  Mendes’  Jarhead  is  based  on 
former  Marine  Anthony  Swofford’s  besn 
selling  memoir  about  his  time  in  Kuwait 
and  Iraq  during  the  early  ‘90s.  This  film 
has  an  obvious  message:  war  is  hell.  'War, 
apparently,  is  also  a  lot  of  sitting  around 
and  grunt  work,  since  a  good  amount  of 
the  film  is  spent  waiting  around  in  an  arid 
desert  camp.  Operation  Desert  Storm 
does,  however,  finally  start  after  Anthony 
“Swoff”  Swofford  and  his  combined  sniper 
and  scout  platoon,  commanded  by  Staff 
Sergeant  Sykes  had  been  waiting  in  the 
desert  for  over  150  days. 

Some  of  the  acting  in  the  film  is 
lackluster,  although  some  of  it  is  rela¬ 
tively  good.  Jamie  Foxx  plays  Staff  Sergeant 
Sykes,  a  Marine  who  gave  up  opportunities 
at  home  to  start  a  career  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps.  This  performance, 
though  not  quite  as  good  as  his  more  recent 
projects,  is  still  believable.  Jake  Gyllenhaal 
portrays  Anthony  Swofford,  the  tempera¬ 
mental  marine  who  comes  from  a  long  line 
of  U.S.  Marines.  His  less-than-perfect 
performance  was  better  than  others  in 
the  film,  some  of  which Were  lacking  in 
reahsm.  For  instance,  during  a  training 
exercise  involving  live  rounds,  a  Marine 


panics  and  gets  shot.  Immediately  after 
the  accident,  little  surprise  or  emotion  is 
expressed  among  the  marines. 

The  cinematography  in  Jarhead  is 
similar  to  that  of  a  documentary.  Instead 
of  the  wide  shots  used  in  many  war  mov¬ 
ies,  the  film  has  multiple  close-up  shots  of 
the  actors.  This  brilliantly  portrays  their 
emotions  throughout,  giving  it  a  very  re¬ 
alistic  spin  that  shovES  us  what  life  is  really 
like  for  the  soldiers.  It  also  turns  the  focus 
away  from  the  turmoil  in  the  background, 
showing  instead  the  effect  it  is  having  on 
the  characters. 

‘Are  we  ever  gonna  get  to  kill  any¬ 
one?”  asks  one  weary  Marine.  One  of  the 
film’s  outstanding  conflicts  is  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  various  divisions  of  the 
armed  forces.  The  marines  complain  that 
they  never  get  to  do  anything  in  the  war 
because  the  Air  Force  is  always  taking 
care  of  it.  In  fact,  the  one  time  that  Swoff 
and  his  partner,  Troy  (Peter  Sarsgaard), 
are  ordered  to  take  out  two  high-ranking 
Iraqi  officials,  the  Air  Force  actually  bombs 
their  target  before  Swoff  and  Troy  get  to  it, 
crushing  their  only  hope  for  action.  Once 
Operation  Desert  Storm  begins  and  the 
United  States  invade  Iraq,  the  platoon 
starts  to  trek  warily  through  miles  of  desert 
with  all  of  their  gear.  Soon  they  come  to 
a  highway  bombed  by  U.S.  fighters.  In  the 


smoking  wreckage  of  the  cars,  the  Marines 
come  across  the  corpses  of  charred  Iraqi 
civilians,  further  accentuating  the  internal 
conflict  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
armed  forces. 

Many  of  the  Marines’  problems, 
however,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  war. 
Throughout  much  of  the  film,  they  are 
more  anxious  about  unfaithful  girlfriends 
or  wives  than  about  their  present  situation. 
At  one  point,  Swoff  is  nearly  driven  to  in¬ 
sanity  by  concerns  such  as  these.  Not  all  of 
their  time,  though,  is  spent  worrying  about 
their  life  back  home  or  about  the  conflict. 
Among  the  members  of  Swoff’s  platoon, 
many  strong  friendships  are  made  as  the 
Marines  try  almost  everything  to  get  their 
minds  off  of  the  monotony  of  the  desert. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  film,  a  'Vietr 
nam  vet  congratulates  the  platoon  on  their 
return  home.  After  this,  Swoff  reflects 
that  “all  wars  are  different,  all  wars  are  the 
same.”  This  is  probably  one  of  the  few 
outstanding  lines  in  the  movie,  but  it  is  also 
true  in  that  all  wars  are  started  for  different 
reasons  and  that  all  wars  are  hell.  Since  Ma¬ 
rines  in  Iraq  today  face  the  same  desert  as 
those  in  the  film,  much  of  what  is  portrayed 
onscreen  has  a  particularly  timely  quality 
Altogether,  this  film’s  message  is  the  same 
as  that  of  most  other  war  movies;  if  you 
miss  it,  you’re  not  missing  out. 


Chinatown  Takes  the  Cake 


By  John  McKenna,  V 

CONTIUBUTING  WRITER 


As  soon  as  you  pass  through  the 
stone  archway  with  lions  mounted  on 
either  side,  you  know  you  are  in  what 
may  be  the  tastiest  part  of  the  city:  Chi¬ 
natown.  Your  nose  guides  you  along  paths 
of  restaurants  and  shops  with  fragrant 
roasted  ducks  hanging  in  the  windows. 
At  first,  the  phrase  “Chinese  food”  calls 
to  mind  images  of  noodles,  soups,  Pu  Pu 
platters  and  pork  galore.  That  is  not  all 
that  Chinatown  is  cooking  up  these  days, 
though.  They  even  have  a  top-ofithe-line 
pastry  shop  with  treats  that  can  compete 
with  the  best  of  Boston,  the  Eldo  Cake 
and  Candy  House  on  Harrison  Avenue. 

The  Eldo  Cake  and  Candy  House 
is  a  cozy  little  eatery  that  is  split  into 
two  shops.  One  shop  is  the  infamous 
cake  house,  which  fills  its  counters  with 
absolutely  scrumptious  Chinese  treats 
and  a  few  European  and  American  ones 
as  well.  There  are  also  a  few  tables  to  sit 
down  at,  but  you  are  better  off  taking 

Clarke 


the  treats  home  and  eating  them  there. 
Chances  are,  you  will  not  be  able  to  get  a 
seat,  since  the  place  is  so  popular  among 
the  locals.  The  candy  store  next  to  it  is 
probably  the  oddest  candy  store  you  will 
ever  see.  Every  compartment  is  filled 
with  varieties  of  Chinese  candy,  such  as 
fruit-flavored  shoelaces,  cola-flavored 
candy  and  even  dried  fish  and  crab.  It 
will  take  you  a  long  time  to  decide  what 
candy  you  want  to  take  home  after  seeing 
all  that  it  has  to  offer. 

'When  I  finally  sat  down  to  eat, 
I  tried  some  black  forest  cake.  Even 
though  it  was  not  a  part  of  Chinese 
cuisine,  the  chocolate  cake,  whipped 
cream  and  chocolate  shavings  could  ri¬ 
val  the  cakes  found  in  European  pastry 
shops.  I  also  had  a  traditional  Chinese 
barbecued  pork  bun.  It  is  a  doughy  bun 
filled  with  pork  bits  and  a  mysterious 
but  sweet  pork  sauce,  and  made  for  a 
pleasant,  light  snack.  I  finished  off  with 
some  apple  shoelaces  from  the  candy 
store.  Though  they  were  not  sweet,  they 
had  a  nice  apple  flavor  and  a  very  gummy 


consistency,  similar  to  that  of  Fruit  by 
the  Foot. 

One  advantage  of  Eldo  Cake  House 
is  that  cakes  and  buns  are  sold  either 
in  slices  or  whole  cakes  for  a  wicked 
indulgence  or  a  party,  so  you  can  control 
how  much  you  eat.  The  service  is  very 
friendly  too,  which  provided  a  pleasant 
atmosphere  while  I  ate.  What  is  also  re¬ 
ally  nice  about  this  place  is  how  unbehev- 
ably  cheap  it  is.  Cake  slices  cost  between 
$i  and  $2,  and  most  buns  cost  only  50C, 
so  you  can  get  fat  and  happy  for  around 
$5.  The  candy  store  offers  their  sweet 
items  at  around  $3  per  quarter  pound, 
yet  the  candy  is  so  light  that  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  is  enough  for  an  entire  week 
and  is  definitely  worth  it. 

Eldo  Cake  and  Candy  House  is 
located  on  164-166  Harrison  Avenue  in 
Chinatown,  and  is  easy  to  find.  On  a  scale 
of  one  to  ten,  I  give  this  place  a  nine. 
Happy  eating! 

Any  recommendations  for  the  AirE 
food  review  are  welcome.  Please  send  further 
details  to  blsargo.ae@gmail.com. 


Visits  Alma  Mater 


Clarke 

Continued  from  page  10 

Association  Dialogue  and  Discourse 
program,  a  series  of  guest  lectures  from 
famous  aliunni;  he  also  participated  in  an 
interview  with  the  Argo.  Clarke  says  that 
Boston  Latin  education  was  formative  to 
his  writing  abilities.  In  his  sophomore  year 
at  Latin,  his  English  teacher  assigned  an 
essay  each  day,  and  handed  it  back  the  next 
day,  graded.  He  believes  that  Latin  School 
offers  a  unique  opportunity  to  students 
to  become  well  grounded  in  virtually 
any  field,  as  long  as  they  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  its  resources.  When  writing 
his  latest  book,  Clarke’s  schedule  was 
erratic.  He  found  that  writing  between 
3  p.m.  and  2  a.m.  was  the  best  time  for 
him,  when  he  would  completely  unplug 
himself  from  the  outside  world  and 
media!  In  his  novel,  ClaTk^s  connec¬ 
tion  to  his  Alma- Mater  and  the  City 
of  Boston  is- evident  through  his  oc¬ 


casional  use  of  familiar  Latin  phrases, 
the  not-so-coincidental  crucial  events 
happening  on  the  Ides  of  March,  and 
a  mention  of  the  President  off  on  a 
photo  op  with  the  Red  Sox. 

According  to  the  tagline  of  his 
book,  “Sometimes  you  can  tell  more 


truth  through  fiction.  And  there  is 
a  lot  of  truth  that  needs  to  be  told.” 
Clarke  aims  to  reach  a  different  and 
broader  audience  than  he  did  with 
Against  All  Enetnies.  His  inspiration  to 
write  The  Scorpion’s  Gate  came  from 
the  thriller  novels  sold  in  airport  tei- 
minals,  and  from  authors  such  as  Tom 
Clancy  and  John  le  Carre.  He  enjoys 
those  books  himself  and  sees  his  new 
book  as  an  extrapolating  “visualiza¬ 
tion  exercise,”  in  which  he  explores 
the  implications  and  consequences 
of  a  potential  future  disaster.  As  it 
says  on  the  acknowledgments  page, 
however,  “This  work  is  not  meant 
to  be  predictive.  We  can  and  should 
hope  for  a  better  future.  The  issues 
the  characters  face,  however,  we  will 
all  face  in  the  years  ahead.”  Clarke’s 
tale  of  oil,  terrorism  and  intelligence 
is  a  good  read  for  anyone  interested  in 
modern  politics  or  for  those  who  enjoy 
an  excellent  suspense  novel. 
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Wolftones  Howl  Again 


By  Lauren  Makholm,  I 

Staff  Writf.r 


This  past  spring  at  Music  Night, 
the  inevitable  happened.  The  Wolf- 
tones,  Boston  Latin  School’s  one  and 
only  boys’  a  capella  group,  announced 
that  they  would  not  be  returning  in  the 
fall  of  2005.  The  group  had  been  started 
six  years  earlier  by  Sean  and  Glen  Ryan, 
‘98  and  ‘03,  respectively,  and  had  since 
become  a  sensation  among  screaming 
high  school  girls.  Of  the  eight  members, 
six  would  be  graduating  that  spring,  and 
two  members  were  not  enough  to  keep 
the  group  running.  The  Wolftones  had 
been  fighting  for  survival  over  the  past 
few  years,  and  this  was  the  last  straw. 
Sadly,  they  decided  to  take  the  beloved 
group  off  the  program.  They  announced 
this  to  the  audience  during  their  perfor 
mance  to  a  chorus  of  sighs.  Regrettably 
enough,  everyone  who  was  familiar  with 
the  group  knew  it  was  coming. 

This  year,  however,  a  group  of 
boys  has  been  seen  practicing  around 
the  music  wing,  often  in  Room  423.  This 
is  not  a  group  for  the  claustrophobic 
because  they  are  sometimes  squished 
into  the  chorus  room  closet.  They  are 
all  active  members  of  choirs  around 
the  school,  meeting  every  Monday  and 
Wednesday,  and  hiding  their  voices 
behind  closed  doors.  So  what  happened 
to  the  group  that  was  supposed  to 


WOLFTONES  REHEARSE  IN  THE  CLOSET 


disappear?  Well,  as  it  turns  out,  those 
two  remaining  members  changed  their 
minds. 

Ke  Zhang  (I)  and  David  Whit¬ 
taker  (II),  the  Two  last  members  of  the 
old  Wolftones,  got  together  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  decided  that  being  part  of 
the  a  capella  group  was  too  much  of  a 
rewarding  experience  to  simply  drop  it. 


Therefore,  they  decided  to  revive  the 
group  once  more.  Thankfully,  a  great 
group  of  boys  tried  out,  and  with 
seven  new  members,  they  brought 
back  the  Wolftones.  Now  Zhang  is 
the  president  of  the  choir  and  Whit¬ 
taker  the  vice  president,  with  Dan 
Attridge  (II)  as  the  musical  direc¬ 
tor.  Two  other  new  members,  Billy 
Thompson  (IV)  and  Max  Macrides 
(I),  fill  the  roles  of  secretaries. 

The  group  is  definitely  up  and 
running,  and  plans  to  perform  at 
the  Holiday  Concert  in  December. 
Zhang  describes  the  new  members 
as  somewhat  inexperienced  at  sing¬ 
ing  a  capella,  but  definitely  talented 
and  energetic.  Although  they  keep 
their  activities  and  repertoire  very 
secret,  members  of  the  group  seem 
fi  to  be  progressing  well.  One  member 
describes  the  practices  as  crazy  and 
unpredictable,  stating  that  the  songs 
g  are  difficult  but  also  insisting  that 
they  will  put  on  an  awesome  show 
in  December.  To  help  out  with  the 
sound  of  the  choir,  one  of  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  group,  Sean  Ryan,  also  will 
be  meeting  with  the  choir  periodically. 
With  a  group  of  dedicated  underclass¬ 
men,  a  fantastic  musical  director,  and 
the  aid  of  a  great  singer  and  musician, 
the  only  boys’  a  capella  group  of  Boston 
Latin  School  looks  like  it  may  be  around 
for  a  little  longer  yet. 


Everybody  Hates  Chris 


By  Jesse  Francois,  n 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer 


‘A  friend  in  Bed-Stuy  is  a  kid  who 
doesn’t  steal  your  bike,”  says  a  young  Chris 
Rock  after  making  his  first  friend  in  his 
neighborhood.  “Everybody  Hates  Chris,” 
airing  Thursday  nights  on  UPN  at  8  p.m., 
is  based  on  the  childhood  experience  of 
actor  and  comedian  Chris  Rock.  Young 
Chris,  played  by  Tyler  James  William, 
grows  up  in  Brooklyn,  New  York  with  his 
family.  His  mother  values  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  so  she  sends  him  to  a  school  where 
he  is  unfortunately  the  only  black  kid  and 
is  constantly  harassed  by  bullies.  “Every¬ 
body  Hates  Chris”  is  not  only  filled  with 
life  lessons  and  realities,  but  also  contains 
a  lot  of  gut-busting  laughter. 

The  makers  of  “Everybody  Hates 
Chris”  are  able  to  take  the  most  serious 
issues  of  today’s  world  and  twist  them  into 
comical  scenes.  Chris’s  father  Julius,  for 
example,  really  does  care  for  his  family. 
These  characteristics  of  a  good  husband, 
however,  are  turned  into  something  to 
laugh  at.  Julius  works  multiple  jobs  to 
support  his  wife  and  children,  exhibiting 
the  golden  qualities  of  a  hard-working 
black  man  trying  to  do  his  best  for  his 
family.  In  one  episode,  Julius’s  fellow  truck 
drivers  go  on  strike  and  he  carmot  go  to 
work.  Because  of  his  diligent  demeanor, 
Julius  cannot  help  but  undertake  all  of 
the  work  in  the  house,  leaving  Chris’s 
mother,  Rochelle,  feeling  useless.  Julius 
is  also  extremely  faithful  to  his  wife.  He 
is,  however,  somewhat  attracted  to  the 
family’s  next-door  neighbor;  he  becomes 
squeamish  and  paranoid  whenever  he  sees 
her,  and  thus  begins  to  avoid  her  as  much 
as  possible.  To  see  such  a  big  man  squeal 
and  cower  in  fright  is  the  kind  of  humor 
that  makes  this  show  work. 

Racial  issues  cannot  go  unnoted 
in  this  UPN  sitcom.  Chris  is  sent  to  a 
prddom'ihkn'tiy  whilfe  scHool'-ohtsi'd'e'-of 
his'  hfeighbbfhqod.  His  tnofhdr  belibVes' 
that  if  he  goeVto'd  v^ife  s’ch’obl,  theft  is ' 
no  way  he  will  fail  in  the  real  world.  Rock 


TYLER  JAMES  WILLIAM 
PLAYS  A  YOUNG  CHRIS  ROCK 

narrates  that  his  mother  would  tell  him 
that  the  kids  at  his  school  were  learning 
arithmetic  while  the  other  predominately 
black  schools  were  stUl  “stuck  on  math.” 
Rock,  being  a  comedian,  phrases  this  in 
such  a  way  that  makes  viewers  chuckle  or 
giggle,  but  also  reflects  a  real  issue 
of  misunderstanding.  In  another 
episode,  the  school  basketball 
coach  notices  Chris  throwing  a 
piece  of  trash  into  a  barrel.  Rock 
narrates,  “All  1  did  was  throw  a 
paper  in  a  trash  can,  but  what 
he  saw  was  this...”  and  the  scene 
changes  to  an  old  cUp  of  Julius  Ir 
ving  making  a  hook  shot  into  the 
basket  over  two  defenders.  Chris 
is  not  athletic,  but  because  he  is 
black  and  growing  up  in  Brooklyn, 
the  coach  assumes  he  can  play 
and  puts  him  on  the  team.  After 
Chris  humiliates  himself  at  his 
first  game,  the  coach  yells  at  him, 
saying,  “I  thought  you  were  from 
Harlem!”  despite  the  fact  that 
Chris  never  claiiq^d  tp  b^.  .v  ..  .  ,, 

,  I . .  The  sita^  has,  also  caused  ■  - 
much  .contrpversy  ,09  actipupt,  of  • ' 
its  use  if  the  “n  -word”  on  public 


television.  The  context  in  which  it  was 
used,  however,  realistically  shows  the 
true  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  speaker, 
a  bully  who  almost  beat  the  life  out  of 
Chris.  Rock  is  also  able  to  lighten  the 
mood  after  the  use  of  the  racial  epithet 
by  saying,  “He  got  away  with  saying  it 
that  time,  but  a  couple  of  years  later  he 
was  almost  stomped  to  death  at  a  DMX 
concert  for  saying  it.” 

“Everybody  Hates  Chris”  provides 
a  great  example  of  a  young  black  man 
growing  up  during  tough  times  with  the 
support  of  his  family,  however  insane  and 
irregular  they  might  be.  Chris  Rock  is  able 
to  exhibit  his  personality  flawlessly  by 
adding  much-needed  humor  to  the  story, 
which,  without  his  side  comments  in  the 
narration,  might  be  dry.  The  sitcom’s  one 
disadvantage  is  its  time  slot.  Thursday 
night  has  always  been  a  busy  television 
night,  and  this  new  show  in  the  rotation 
may  go  unnoticed.  Despite  this,  “Every¬ 
body  Hates  Chris”  is  surely  worth  watch¬ 
ing,  as  Chris  Rock  is  able  to  exhibit  his 
untouchable  comedic  skills  even  when  he 
is  not  performing  stand-up  comedy 


THE  REAL  ROCK  NARRATES  THE  SITCOM 


Spotlight 


Claire  Tecce 


By  Elizabeth  Final.ayson,  I 

COM  RIBLTING  WRITER 


Claire  Tecce  is  a  young  lady  of  many 
talents.  She  is  an  actress,  a  singer,  a  pro¬ 
ducer  and  a  prospective  theatre  major, 
and  she  has  impieccable  taste  in  shoes  and 
jewelry.  I  should  know  since  I’ve  borrowed 
enouglr  of  those. 

Born  and  raised  above  her  family’s 
North  End  restaurant,  Claire  was  a  star 
from  the  beginning.  She  made  her  very 
first  appearance  on  stage  as  a  starfish  in 
her  nursery  school’s  production  of  the 
Greedy  Grey  Octopus,  and  she  hasn’t  left  the 
spotlight  since.  Today,  Claire  is  one  of  the 
most  vital  and  active  members  of  Boston 
Latin  School’s  Fine  Arts  Department.  She 
is  a  co-leader  of  the  all-girl  a  capella  singing 
group,  the  Wolfettes,  a  member  of  Concert 
Choir,  a  Drama  Club  producer  and  a  regu¬ 
lar  in  Drama  Club  productions. 

Claire  first  became  involved  in 
theatre  at  Latin  in  ninth  grade,  when  she 
wandered  into  a  rehearsal  of  the  always 
funny,  never  predictable  Yellow  Submarine 
Improv  Troupe.  Her  sharp,  cutting  wit 
made  Claire  known  within  the  Troupe. 
Unfortunately  the  following  year,  Claire 
abandoned  Improv  to  focus  more  on  tra¬ 
ditional  theatre.  Her  first  acting  role  -with 
the  BLS  Drama  Club  was  as  a  member  of 
the  ensemble  cast  in  The  Laramie  Project. 
Since  then,  Claire  has  gone  on  to  star  in 
Picasso  at  the  Lapin  Agile  as  well  as  in  two 
Guild  plays:  Dimly  Perceived  Threats  to  the 
System,  for  which  she  won  a  Guild  award, 
and  Reckless.  She  will  next  be  featured  in 
the  One-Act  Play  Festival  which  will  take 
the  stage  on  December  9. 

Claire  isn’t  just  an  actress,  but  also 
one  who  is  heavily  involved  behind  the 
scenes.  As  a  Drama  Club  producer,  she 
works  on  fundraising,  organizing  shows  and 
selecting  the  shows  to  be  produced.  She 
acts  as  an  aide  to  both  directors  and  stage 
managers,  helping  them  with  the  business 
side  of  the  production  process. 

Not  only  well  known  in  theater, 
Claire  is  also  an  accompfished  singer. 
Claire  has  been  involved  in  the  Boston 
Latin  Music  Department  since  sophomore 
year,  when  she  joined  Concert  Choir.  She 
can  be  found  in  Ms.  Fernandes’  room 
every  Wednesday  afternoon,  Starbucks 
coffee  in  hand,  co-leading  a  meeting  for 
the  Wolfettes. 

Qaire’s  artistic  endeavors  aren’t  lim¬ 
ited  to  the  Boston  Latin  Fine  Arts  Depart¬ 
ment.  In  the  past,  she  has  been  involved  in 
the  Huntington  Theatre’s  acting  classes  for 
high  school  students.  She  has  also  worked 
with  the  vocal  organization  Handel  and 
Haydn.  A  prospective  theatre  major,  Claire 
is  not  new  to  college-level  theatre  classes. 
Two  summers  ago,  she  lived  in  New  York 
City  while  attending  the  American  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Dramatic  Arts.  This  past  summer, 
she  traveled  to  London  to  take  classes  at 
the  famed  Royal  Academy  of  Dramatic 
Arts,  known  better  as  RADA. 

Even  more  than  just  an  amazing  ac¬ 
tress  and  singer,  Claire  is  also  an  amazing 
friend  who  would  give  you  the  shoes  off  her 
fe^t,  Ijt^a^yr  p 

fees  qn.^hei^-qr^s}ij3p^j4Hl>f»^;i^Ht  h<r; 
in  C'S  IRcM',  s^ppi^gwth^SarahJcs^ca.  . 
Parker  and  an  “u^entifled  bloiom  girl.” , 
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The  Saea  of  Arno  Rafael  Minkkinen 


By  Olivia  Paquette,  I 

A&E  Editor 


Arno  Rafael  Minldcinen’s  photogra¬ 
phy  is  hard  to  describe.  In  literal  terms, 
he  photographs  parts  of  his  naked  body 
in  outdoor  landscapes.  Contrary  to  what 
one  might  guess,  however,  there  is  very 
little  in  the  sophisticated  pieces  to  offend 
even  the  most  immature  of  adolescent 
minds.  To  its  credit,  Minkkinen’s  artwork 
is  something  so  unique  that  it  has  to  be 
seen  to  be  understood. 

“Saga:  The  Journey  of  Arno  Rafael 
Minkkinen,  Photographs  1970-2005”  is  an 
exhibit  currently  on  display  at  the  DeCor 
dova  Museum  in  Lincoln,  Massachusetts. 
It  allows  visitors  to  walk  among  120  of 
Minkkinen’s  black-and-white  prints,  taken 
over  a  span  of  35  years  in  global  locations 
including  Utah,  Paris,  the  artist’s  native 
Finland  and  his  home  in  Massachusetts, 
where  he  also  currently  teaches  as  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  art  at  UMass-Lowell.  The  exhibit 
is  divided  into  12  sections,  each  displaying 
photographs  taken  in  a  different  setting. 
This  setup  is  effective  in  capturing  the 
unique  mood  of  each  group  of  photos.  For 
example,  one  section  entitled  “Through 
the  Canyons”  includes  photographs  from 


MINKINNEN'S  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SLEIGHT-OF- 
HAND  MAKES  A  PROFOUND  STATEMENT 


the  late  1990s  shot  in  the  southwestern 
United  States.  Most  are  taken  from  the 
top  of  canyons,  and  show  only  legs  or  an 
arm  appearing  to  hang  in  midair  over  the 
precipice.  Minkkinen  seems  to  be  alter¬ 
natively  flying  or  leaping  over  the  edge. 
Another  section,  “Across  the  Desert,” 


includes  several  photographs  shot  in  the 
dunes  ofWhite  Sands,  New  Mexico.  One 
picture  of  Minkkinen’s  hands  and  feet, 
lifted  as  though  to  take  a  synchronized 
step,  seems  to  evoke  a  theme  of  motion 
and  nomadic  life  in  a  desert. 

Some  of  the  most  compelling  pieces 
in  the  exhibit  are  the  ones  in  which  Mink¬ 
kinen  creates  a  visual  illusion,  capturing 
on  camera  an  image  which  seemingly 
could  never  have  existed  in  real  life.  Parts 
of  his  body  disappear,  limbs  stick  out  of 
mud  or  snow,  and  in  some  cases.  Mink 
kinen  blends  almost  completely  into 
the  scenery,  which  prompted  one  family 
visiting  with  a  child  to  play  a  “Where’s 
Waldo?”-esque  game  of  finding  the  artist 
in  each  picture.  In  one  photograph,  taken 
from  underneath,  presumably  as  Mink 
kinen  hung  from  a  tree,  only  the  soles  of 
two  feet  are  visible,  miraculously  hiding 
the  artist’s  entire  body  behind  them. 

Miraculously.. .almost.  If  Minkki¬ 
nen’s  photographs  seem  to  defy  reality, 
they  are  equally  telling  in  the  fact  that 
they  are  possible  and  completely  real.  In 
an  age  where  photo-altering  technology 
can  quickly  create  a  desired  image.  Mink 
kinen  continues  to  seek  out  new  ways  in 
which  to  twist  his  body  and  position  his 


camera  in  order  to  physically  execute 
his  vision.  There  are  no  “tricks,”  just  the 
artist’s  manipulation  of  his  instrument. 
Not  only  does  Minkkinen  use  different 
angles  to  obtain  unique  shots  of  a  scene, 
he  achieves  a  desired  effect  by  limiting  the 
frame  of  the  camera’s  view.  In  reality,  his 
whole  body  may  be  exposed  as  he  poses, 
but  the  resulting  image  shows  only  a  hand 
or  leg  that  seems  to  exist  alone. 

In  a  short  video  accompanying  the 
exhibit,  Minkkinen  states  that  “photog¬ 
raphy  is  able  to  capture  reality  in  a  way 
that  can  still  astonish  us.”  A  photograph’s 
limitation  to  a  single  instant  in  time  and, 
in  Minkldnen’s  case,  to  a  narrow  point  of 
view  is  ultimately  what  makes  each  im¬ 
age  so  unique  and  surprising.  In  addition 
to  being  simply  refreshing,  Minkkinen’s 
photographs  are  clearly  deliberate,  each 
reflecting  an  idea  that  has  been  carefully 
planned  and  carried  out  through  a  physi¬ 
cal,  sometimes  acrobatic,  effort.  As  Mink 
kinen  once  wrote  in  an  advertisement  for 
Minolta  cameras,  “What  happens  inside 
your  mind  can  happen  inside  a  camera.” 
Minkkinen’s  photographs  are  intriguing 
because  the  artist  is  able  to  twist  reality 
into  imagination  and  imagination  into 
reality,  creating  works  of  unique  -vision. 


BLStyle:  A  Layered  Look  at  Fall  Fashion 


By  Cassandra  Kull,  I 
&  Alberta  Wright,  I 

St.cff  Writers 

Despite  the  appearance  of  fur  and 
cashmere  in  almost  every  fashion  maga¬ 
zine,  Boston  remains  unseasonably  warm. 
But  don’t  despair!  Instead  of  swearing  off 
clothes  altogether,  look  to  other  fashion¬ 
able  BLSers  who  have  everything  under 
control,  as  usual.  Warm  weather  or  not, 
they  have  worked  out  a  way  to  be  com¬ 
fortable  yet  styUsh. 

The  biggest  dilemma  facing  anyone 
at  the  start  of  the  day  is  how  to  stay  warm 
during  the  chilly  mornings.  Of  course  the 
first  instinct  is  to  wear  the  huge  winter 


coat,  but  what  do  you  do  when  it  reaches 
60  degrees  in  the  afternoons?  We  took 
a  cue  from  our  classmates  and  started 
layering.  This  is  the  definitely  the  cutest 
way  to  stay  warm.  All  you  need  to  add 
to  your  fall  wardrobe  are  some  pretty 
sheer  darkcolored  long-sleeved  shirts 
that  are  hot  this  fall.  You  can  use  your 
bright  tanks  from  the  summer  layered 
underneath  for  an  endless  selection  of 
different  combinations.  A  light  cardigan 
over  a  tank  will  have  the  same  effect. 
Layer  a  fleece  jacket  on  top  and  you’re 
good  to  go.  Even  better,  you  won’t  be 
collapsing  from  heatstroke  on  your  way 
to  the  bus  at  3  p.m.  Who  says  fashion 
can’t  have  health  benefits? 


Now  here’s  something  exciting — a 
fashion  tip  that  applies  to  girls  anc/ boys: 
don’t  forget  to  keep  scarves  and  vests 
around  in  place  of  that  bulky  coat.  They 
are  easy  to  remove  and  store  in  your  bag 
when  the  temperature  rises,  but  keep  you 
surprisingly  warm  on  those  deceivingly 
chilly  mornings.  Scarves  are  definitely 
popular  here  at  BLS,  with  styles  rang¬ 
ing  from  chunky  multi-colored  knits  to 
sleek  pashminas.  Vests  are  also  a  common 
sight  in  the  halls.  While  some  wear  them 
only  for  warmth  in  the  morning,  others 
choose  to  make  them  a  part  of  their  ouu 
fit  throughout  the  day;  either  way,  they 
are  functional  and  look  great. 

Finally,  another  aspect  of  our  ward¬ 


robe  that  needs  addressing  for  this  unsea¬ 
sonably  warm  fall:  footwear.  While  boots 
are  a  fall  staple,  we  can’t  forget  everyone’s 
favorite  type  of  shoe:  the  sneaker.  More 
specifically.  Puma  sneakers.  Because  of 
its  wide  range  of  funky  styles  and  color 
combinations.  Puma  has  established 
itself  as  the  trendiest  brand  of  sneakers, 
confirmed  by  the  multitude  of  students 
sporting  the  wild  styles  in  our  halls. 

So,  if  you’ve  been  agonizing  about 
how  to  solve  the  problem  of  cold  morn¬ 
ings  and  warm  afternoons,  take  a  hint 
from  the  masses.  Mainstream  styles  are 
popular  for  a  good  reason,  and  these  tips 
should  help  you  stay  trendy  as  well  as 
warm  throughout  the  fall. 


Musical  Takes  the  Galaxy  By  Force 


By  Ben  Park,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Whether  your  personal  dream  is 
to  meet  a  real,  live  Wookiee  or  to  avoid 
Star  Wars  as  much  as  possible,  there’s  no 
denying  that  George  Lucas’s  theatrical 
masterpieces  will  be  long  remembered. 

Regardless  of  the  magnitude  of  your 
passion  for  Star  Wars,  chances  are  that  you 
have  never  pictured  stormtroopers  dancr 
ing  majestically,  Han  Solo  and  Princess 
Leia  doing  the  tango,  or  Darth  Vader  sing¬ 
ing.  Neither  had  I,  until  I  saw  the  musical 
edition  of  the  Star  Wars  trilogy,  proudly 
presented  by  the  Musical  Theatre  Guild 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy.  Perhaps  compelled  by  the  release  of 
the  final  installment  of  the  Star  Wars  saga 
(meaning  no  more  movies  to  look  forward 
to).  Guild  members  Rogue  Shindler  and 
Jeff  Suess  composed  the  original  lyrics 
and  created  the  script  adaptation  for  this 
unique  musical  production. 

The  play  opens  with  a  warm  intro¬ 
duction  from  George  Lucas  (played  by 
Suess)  and  a  musical  number  (“Trilogy 
Tonight”)  introducing  the  lead  members 
of  the  cast.  At  one  point  in  the  song,  Indi¬ 
ana  Jones  appears  in  full  costume,  only  to 
abandon  his  beloved  whip  and  hat  and  as¬ 
sume  tHe  other  tjajrison.Fqtd  role.of  ^Im  ^ 
Solo.  After  the  opening  credits,  presented, 
on  homemade  poster  board,  the  action 
begins  and  the  trilogy  is  retold. 

Among  the  musical’s  strongest 


aspects  are  its  parodied  lyrics.  Anyone 
familiar  with  great  Broadway  plays  such 
as  Fiddler  on  the  Roof,  West  Side  Story,  Les 
Miserahles  and  Pirates  of  Penzance  would 
have  gotten  a  kick  out  of  the  tunes  used  to 
retell  the  Star  Wars  story  Luke  Skywalker, 
his  uncle  Owen,  the  Jawas  and  the  droids 
all  join  their  voices  in  a  resounding  per 
formance  of  the  song  “Tatooine,”  which 
parallels  the  weU-known  song  “America” 
from  West  Side  Story.  And  yes,  Han  Solo 
has  a  solo,  “City  on  a  Cloud,”  based  on 
Les  Miserables’s  “Castle  on  a  Cloud.”  Of 
course,  what  would  the  musical  edition  of 
Star  Wars  have  been  like  if  C-3P0  did  not 
entertain  its  audience  with  “Multipurpose 
Service  Droid,”  a  spoof  on  “Modern  Major 
General”  from  Pirates  of  Penzance? 

The  production  was  certainly  not 
without  intelligent  humor.  Whether  it 


was  references  to  the  prequels,  a  cameo 
appearance  by  E.T.,  or  a  lightsaber  duel 
performed  to  the  music  of  Pirates  of  the 
Caribbean,  the  play  never  failed  to  amuse 
its  audience.  A  number  of  the  acting  per 
formances  were  commendable  as  well, 
particularly  Kenny  Kamrin’s  portrayal  of 
Jedi  Master  Yoda  and  Allison  Volk’s  inter 
pretation  of  Princess  Leia,  who  sang  her 
secret  message  to  Obi-Wan  Kenobi  to  the 
tune  of  “A  Whole  New  World.” 

Converting  three  movies  that  are 
so  technologically  advanced  into  a  single 
theatrical  presentation  is  quite  a  daunting 
task.  Onstage,  special  effects  are  limited 
at  best.  There’s  barely  enough  room  to  fit 
part  of  a  spaceship,  let  alone  a  huge  space 
station,  a  handful  of  planets  and  the  rest 
of  that  galaxy  far,  far  away.  Nevertheless, 
Mark  Rousculp’s  set  design  was  a  nifty 


MIT  MUSICAL  THEATRE  GUILD  STUDENTS  PARODY  CHARACTERS 
FROM  THAT  GALAXY  FAR  FAR  AWAY 


contraption  that  served  many  purposes. 
Furthermore,  the  lighting  design  by 
Heather  Brundage  brought  the  various 
settings  to  life,  cleverly  adjusting  the 
colors  to  suit  each  particular  location. 
And  to  make  up  for  the  impossibility  of 
having  life-size  starships  on  stage,  actors 
were  strapped  in  on  smaller,  scaled-down 
spaceships. 

The  musical  edition  of  Star  Wars 
did  incorporate  most  of  the  original  plot, 
and  as  a  result  the  performance’s  duration 
was  almost  four  hours  from  start  to  finish. 
Though  there  were  two  brief  intermis¬ 
sions  in  between  the  episodes,  the  play 
did  start  to  drag  in  the  late  hours  of  the 
night,  especially  with  increasingly  longer 
set  changes.  The  performance  might 
have  benefited  from  being  a  tad  shorter, 
although  it  was  enjoyable  to  witness  so 
many  different  aspects  of  the  plot  brought 
to  life  on  stage. 

Nevertheless,  MIT  Musical  Theatre 
Guild  managed  to  pull  off  a  spectacular 
production.  From  the  songs  to  the  cos¬ 
tumes,  this  musical  edition  certainly  did 
the  original  Star  Wars  trilogy  justice.  To  be 
sure,  the  engaging  performance  succeeded 
in  bringing  that  distant  galaxy  a  little 
closer  to  home.  And  who  knows?  Maybe 
the  idea  will  really  take  off,  and  five  years 
or  sq  down  tjie  road,,  the  shpw  wfijmake 
it^  (jebut  pn  Brqad-way.  AJthpugh  .thpip, 
probably  -will  not  be  a  midnight  showing, 

I  cannot  guarantee  that  the  actors  will  be 
the  only  ones  in  costume. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Football 


-  Sports  - 

Wins  With  Last  Minute  Heroics 


By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


The  snap  was  good.  The  kick  was  up. 
Everyone  on  the  field,  on  the  sidelines,  in 
the  crowd  and  in  the  band  held  his  breath. 
If  the  ball  went  through  the  uprights,  it 
would  negate  the  moment  of  glory  that 
Boston  Latin  School  had  experienced  just 
moments  before — a  moment  that  was 
completely  identical  to  the  present  except 
for  one  slight  dilference.  Boston  Latin’s 
kick  off  the  foot  of  Joe  Cascio  (III)  went 
through  the  uprights  for  the  first  Latin 
School  field  goal  in  22  years;  Concord- 
Carlisle  was  not  as  lucky.  The  last  minute 
heroics  of  Cascio  and  the  supreme  effort 
of  the  Boston  Latin  defense  to  keep  the 
Colonials  out  of  the  end  zone  in  the  final 
seconds  helped  put  away  a  thrilling  17-15 
victory  Although  wins  have  been  few  and 
far  between  for  this  year’s  team,  all  the 
defeats  and  injuries  were  easily  forgotten 
with  such  sweet  victory,  giving  the  team  a 
boost  of  confidence  when  looking  ahead 
to  the  English  game. 

The  strength  of  the  football  team 
lies  in  its  camaraderie.  In  the  words  of 
senior  linebacker,  lineman  and  long-snap¬ 
per  Tim  Prata,  “Everyone  here  will  play 
his  hardest  for  each  other.  I’ve  seen  it 
happen.”  Still,  the  team  has  had  to  face 
high  levels  of  adversity  with  the  loss  of 


many  key  players  to  knee  injuries  such 
as  captain  Rory  Foley  (I),  Joe  Duggan  (I) 
and  Philip  Yu  (II).  The  level  of  energy  and 
aggression  on  the  field  against  Concord- 
Carlisle,  however,  was  not  depleted.  It  was 
palpable,  as  players  on  defense  swarmed 
to  the  ball,  sealed  the 
corners  and  played  as  if 
it  were  the  first  quarter 
of  the  first  game  of  the 
season. 

With  a  team  as 
tight  as  this  one,  there 
is  never  hesitation  on 
anyone’s  part  to  step  up 
and  fill  in  when  some¬ 
one  is  injured.  When 
Foley  was  injured  dur¬ 
ing  the  Lincoln-Sud- 
bury  game,  Duggan 
helped  bring  the  team 
together  with  a  mov¬ 
ing  halftime  speech. 

Also  Zach  Macinnis 
(I)  moved  from  his  linebacker  spot  to 
help  fin  the  void  left  at  safety  after  Foley 
went  down.  Stefan  Kaluziak  (I),  who  is 
recovering  from  knee  surgery  himself, 
has  seen  much  more  playing  time  now 
with  the  injury  to  Jake  Coyne  (I)  who 
broke  his  leg  in  the  game  against  Catholic 
Memorial.  “With  [Kaluziak}  at  the  center 
of  the  line,  we  feel  strong  up  the  middle. 


Plus  on  defense,  I  know  as  a  linebacker, 
I  can  depend  on  him  to  open  a  hole  for  a 
bhtz,”  says  Prata. 

While  the  defense  is  the  strongest 
area  of  the  team,  the  special  teams  unit 
has  shown  potential.  Nic  Stephens  (I) 


has  made  more  than  a  few  special  teams 
tackles.  Tim  Sherek  (I),  in  addition  to  hav¬ 
ing  the  Wollpack’s  lone  interception  this 
season  on  defense  and  being  the  leading 
receiver  for  Greg  Maneikis  (II)  on  offense, 
is  also  the  Wolfpack’s  punter,  helping  the 
team  gain  many  field  position  advantages. 
Darien  Walker  (III),  who  has  stepped  up 
and  shared  carries  with  Maclimis  in  the 


absence  of  Foley  at  running  back,  has 
doubled  as  a  kick  returner.  Pimts  and  field 
goals,  such  as  Cascio’s  wiiming  kick,  also 
happen  because  of  long-snapper  Prata. 

This  high  level  of  camaraderie  has 
made  the  tough  losses  and  injuries  easier 
to  bear  for  this  battered  but 
spirited  Wolfpack  team.  The 
losses,  though,  might  be  the 
exact  reason  for  such  a  bond. 
The  players  have  become  very 
close  in  the  locker  room  and 
have  had  to  spread  out  on  the 
field  to  help  make  up  for  the 
deficiencies  due  to  injury.  A 
strong  and  experienced  senior 
class,  including  but  not  limited 
to  Keith  Webber,  James  Roarty 
and  Tim  Harrington,  is  also  a 
reason  for  the  team  coming 
together,  especially  with  the 
loss  of  its  captain.  Despite  its 
record  of  2-8,  the  Wolfpack 
is  looking  ahead  to  the  English 
game  on  Thanksgiving  Day  with  antici¬ 
pation  and  intensity,  especially  coming 
off  of  the  big  win  over  Concord-Carlisle. 
Come  on  out  to  Harvard  Stadium  at  ro 
a.m.  to  support  the  team,  the  coaches, 
the  cheerleaders,  the  Step  Squad,  the 
band  and,  most  of  all,  the  seniors  who  are 
playing  their  last  game  in  a  Boston  Latin 
School  jersey. 


Seniors  Enjoy  Romp  in  Powderpuff  2005 


By  Tim  Prata,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Every  year,  the  Powderpuff  Game 
is  a  chance  for  the  girls  to  show  the 
boys  how  football  is  really  played  on 
the  dustbowl  of  Roberto  Clemente  field. 
Last  year,  the  Class  of  2006  lost  a  close 
game  to  the  Class  of  > 

2005.  This  year,  the 
seniors  were  looking 
to  mess  up  someone’s 
manicure.  For  weeks 
before  the  game,  the 
juniors  deliberated 
about  who  should  play 
what  position,  what 
plays  to  run  and  strat¬ 
egies  with  which  to 
beat  the  seniors.  The 
seniors,  however,  hav¬ 
ing  played  this  game 
before,  had  a  diffei- 
ent  game  plan.  They 
formed  groups,  such  as  a  defense  that 
had  its  own  nickname  a^  included 
Ashely  Bennett,  Georgette  Arima,  Cas¬ 
sandra  Santos,  Claudia  Chauca,  Jasmine 
Torrejon,  Chanda  Ruff,  Patricia  Lee, 
Catia  Pereirez,  Jordana  Montolio  and  Liz 
Balaconis.  They  also  practiced  the  basic 
skills  of  throwing,  catching  and  blocking 
for  an  overall  better  team. 

The  game  began  with  exciting 
events.  Starting  off  with  the  ball,  the 
seniors  had  Shawna  Sinnott  out  on  the 
field  as  running  back  for  a  fast  ground 
game,  while  the  juniors  countered  this 
with  Shannon  Sinnott  “shadowing”  her 
sister’s  every  play.  The  juniors’  plan  to 
get  physical  seemed  to  work  for  the  first 
couple  of  plays  while  Shawna  was  “laid 
out”  by  her  younger  sister.  This  did  not 
last  for  long,  however,  due  to  Shawna’s 
quick  feet  and  a  lo-yard-long  run.  The 
seniors  capitalized  on  this  by  having 
quarterback  Carolyn  “Bern”  Bernazani 
toss  a  five-yard  touchdown  pass  to  Kayla 
“K-  Dub”  Cuddy,  drawing  first  blood  to 
make  the  score  6-0. 

The  seniors  were  not  able  to  enjoy 
their  lead  for  very  long;  the  juniors  came 


back  with  a  quick  quarterback  sneak  up 
the  middle  for  a  touchdown.  For  the 
rest  of  the  half,  it  was  hard  to  determine 
a  clear  winner.  Georgette  Arimali  (I) 
ended  the  half  with  a  sack  before  the 
juniors’  quarterback  was  able  to  get  off 
a  pass  to  a  wide-open  player  in  the  end 
zone. 


At  halftime.  Alia  Qatarneh  (I)  ad¬ 
mitted  that  “the  game  could  go  either 
way  at  this  point,”  but  she  never  seemed 
to  doubt  that  the  seniors  would  win.  The 
other  girls  on  the  team  also  seemed  to  be 
in  good  spirits,  even  those  who  were  on 
the  team’s  Disabled  List.  Arthi  Maniva- 
sakam  (I),  a  member  of  the  cheerleading 


squad  who  was  among  the  few  on  the 
list,  knew  her  team  would  pull  through. 
In  support  of  the  team,  she  contributed 
whatever  cheering  abilities  she  could. 

The  second  half  was  when  the 
game  got  really  interesting.  The  seniors 
received  the  kickoff,  but  not  without 
trouble.  The  ball  seemed  to  bounce  in  ev¬ 
ery  direction  except  towards  the  seniors, 
until,  finally,  Taylor  Speranza  (I)  managed 
to  pick  up  the  ball  and  gain  a  couple  of 
yards.  The  seniors  came  out  firing  with 


Ayla  “Maverick”  Doogan-(I),  who  passed 
the  ball  for  the  first  two  downs  and  com¬ 
pleted  the  pass  to  Samantha  Morissey 
(I)  to  move  the  chains.  Wasting  no 
time,  Doogan  also  ran  hard  through  the 
juniors’  defense  for  the  seniors’  second 
touchdown  of  the  game. 

An  almost  identical  scenario  oc¬ 
curred  with  the  juniors  at  the  next 
kickoff.  When  Speranza  charged  down 
the  field,  almost  throwing  the  juniors’ 
returnee  to  the  ground,  the  juniors  had 
a  tough  time  picking  up  the  ball.  Then 
Claudia  Chauca  (I)  was  able  to  stop  the 
juniors  with  a  sack.  This  caused  the  ju¬ 
niors  to  go  another  four  plays  and  out. 
It  also  created  running  room  for  senior 
running  back  Sarah  Leonard  to  punch 
through  for  another  touchdown,  making 
the  score  18-6. 

No  Powderpuff  game,  however,  is 
complete  without  some  physical  play. 
The  juniors  came  out  strong  with  a  posv- 
erful  backfield,  although  there  was  some 
confusion  when  the  team’s  quarterback 
threw  the  ball  to  the  opposition.  Cas¬ 
sandra  Santos  (I)  was  there  to  take  the 
ball  a  good  20  yards  for  the  touchdown, 
but  not  before  “bulldozing”  through  a 
junior  who  got  in  her  way  This  was  the 
last  touchdown  of  the  game,  leaving 
the  score  24-6  in  favor  of  the  Class  of 
2006. 
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Keith  Webber 


By  James  Roarty,  I 

CONTRIBITTING  WRITER 


Y ou  will  probably  notice  Keith  Web¬ 
ber  if  you  see  him  walking  down  the  hallway. 
This  is  because  he  is  probably  the  only  hairy 
person  over  six  feet  and  220  pounds  carrying 
art  supplies  wherever  he  goes.  Most  know 
him  for  his  very  comical  demeanor  and 
artistic  ability,  but  he  is  also  a  very  gifted 
athlete. 

1  have  been  friends  with  Keith  since 
the  ninth  grade,  when  we  played  offensive 
and  defensive  line  together  on  the  freslunan 
football  team.  Early  on  in  his  sophomore 
season  on  the  Junior  Varsity  team,  he  ably 
filled  in  for  a  starter  who  had  been  injured, 
and  he  has  since  been  one  of  the  two-way 
starters  on  the  team.  He  has  caught  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Ck)ach  John  McDonough,  who 
has  nominated  him  several  times  for  the 
position  of  game  captain  alongside  the  head 
c^tain,  Rory  Foley.  He  has  also  become 
one  of  the  best  linemen  and  players  on  the 
football  team. 

Keith  and  I  also  joined  the  Wolft 
pack  wrestling  team  in  the  winter  of  our 
sophomore  year.  Though  he  was  plagued  by 
injuries  throughout  his  wrestling  career,  he 
has  been  able  to  put  up  a  respectable  record 
in  the  past  two  seasons  with  ten  wins  in  his 
sophomore  year  and  five  in  his  junior  year, 
both  in  the  215-pound  weight  class.  Though 
his  numbers  are  not  eye-popping,  he  helps  to 
improve  the  abilities  of  not  onfy  the  under 
classmen,  but  also  the  veterans  of  the  team, 
by  wrestling  intensively  with  them, 

Keith’s  real  passion,  however,  is  sail¬ 
ing.  He  has  been  participating  in  this  sport 
since  his  freshman  year.  The  sailing  team  is, 
unfortunately,  not  widely  known  through¬ 
out  the  school,  but  it  has  been  able  to  put 
up  some  impressive  stats,  with  a  substantial 
number  of  wins  each  year.  Keith  has  been 
attending  sailing  camp  since  ninth  grade, 
which  played  a  major  role  in  his  acquiring  of 
the  Most  Improved  Sailor  title  the  following 
year.  His  commitment  to  this  sport  shows 
how  much  he  loves  it.  Over  the  summer, 
before  going  to  the  Boston  College  High 
School  Strength  and  Conditioning  Camp, 
he  attended  the  Courageous  Sailing  Camp 
in  Boston.  This  dedication  and  passion  for 
sailing  has  led  to  his  being  named  captain 
of  the  team  for  the  2006  season. 

Even  with  aU  of  his  athletic  respon¬ 
sibilities,  Keith  has  foimd  a  way  to  balance 
his  academic  workload.  A  very  gifted  artist, 
Keith  was  in  Studio  Art  Honors  his  junior 
year  and  is  now  in  AP  Art  as  a  senior.  You 
can  see  his  talent  for  yourself  when  walking 
through  the  art  wing,  which  is  especially 
evident  in  his  abstract  paintings.  Art  is  not, 
however,  his  only  focus  in  school.  Keith  is 
also  very  gifted  at  mathematics  and  is  always 
quick  on  his  feet  to  answer  any  question 
thrown  at  him. 

Ultimately,  though,  the  attribute  for 
which  Keith  is  probably  best  known  is  his 
lighthearted  nature.  No  matter  what  the 
situation  is  (except  on  the  football  field 
and  wrestling  mat),  he  is  always  smiling  and 
wiUing  to  help  anyone.  Despite  his  grown¬ 
up  looks,  Keith  is  still  obviously  young  at 
heart,  always  joking  or  laughing.  Even  with 
all  of  nis  athletic,  artistic  and  scholastic  ac¬ 
complishments,  he  does  not  act  as  if  he  were 
above  anyone  else.  Whether  it  be  academics, 
athletics  or  art,  Keith  is  always  on  the  top  of 
his  g^caiid  strivt-s-  fot  perfection/allrhe 
hilc  never  forgetting  to-have-fiin.' ■ 


Girls'  Swimming  Successful 


By  Liz  Tran,  II 

Staff  Writer 


As  the  fall  season  comes  to  a  close, 
the  Boston  Latin  girls’  swim  team  is 
finishing  up  a  successful  season.  As  one 
of  the  smallest  swim  teams  to  date,  the 
girls  finished  the  season  with  a  record 
of  6-8.  Though  the  record  fell  short  of 
expectations  for  the  team,  the  effort 
they  put  into  their  meets  was  what  mat¬ 
tered  most. 

Reflecting  on  their  season,  one  of 
their  best  meets  was  against  Lexington. 
The  times  in  each  event  were  very  close. 
In  the  first  event  of  the  meet  (200-yard 
medley  relay),  Latin  came  out  on  top 
with  a  time  of  2:06.31  while  Lexington 
came  within  two  seconds  (2:08.03).  In 
the  next  event  of  the  200-yard  free¬ 
style,  it  seemed  nail-biting  with  the 
Wolfpack’s  own  Caitlin  Walsh  (II) 
beating  out  Lexington’s  Larissa  Jick  by 
a  second  with  a  time  of  2:23.31.  The  200- 
yard  individual  relay  had  the  same  effect, 
with  Latin’s  Kathleen  Grueter  (III) 
coming  in  first,  beating  Lexington’s  Amy 
O’Brien  (2:26.04)  with  a  time  of  2:25.34. 
Overall,  Latin  managed  to  place  in  the 
top  three  of  each  event,  within  a  span 
of  five  to  ten  seconds.  The  team  placed 
first  in  eight  out  of  twelve  events.  It  was 
a  close  victory  for  the  Wolfpack  with  a 
score  of  93-79.  It  may  not  seem  like  a 
close  win  to  us,  but  to  the  team,  it  was. 
Usually,  in  other  meets,  Latin  wins  by  a 
huge  margin  of  points.  This  meet  had  a 
lot  of  stiff  competition  and  good  times 
for  each  event. 

One  of  their  goals  this  season  was 
for  the  girls  to  do  the  best  that  they 
could  and  win  meets,  and  that  is  exactly 
what  they  have  done.  Though  the  com¬ 
petition  was  tough,  the  girls  won  most 
of  the  meets  with  dedication.  Some  even 
qualified  for  sectionals  and  states.  Those 
who  made  it  to  sectionals  were  Lani 
Skipper  (I)  in  the  loo-yard  butterfly, 
loo-yard  free  and  50-yard  free;  Sarah  Sil¬ 
verman  (II)  in  the  loo-yard  breaststroke; 
Kara  Shaugnessy  (V)  in  the  200-yard  free 
relay;  and  Rebecca  Phu  (II)  in  the  50- 
yard  backstroke  for  the  200-yard  med¬ 
ley  relay.  Another  member  of  the  swim 
team  who  made  both  the  sectionals  and 


GIRLS'  SWIMMING  TEARING  UP  THE  WATER  WHILE  LOOKING  FOR  A  VICTORY 


states  is  Grueter,  a  U.S.  swimming  team 
member  who  qualified  in  the  loo-yard 
breaststroke  and  1 00-yard  butterfly. 

Says  co-captain  Skipper,  “We 
learned  that  we  could  have  a  good  time 
and  try  as  hard  as  we  can,  even  if  the 
event  or  meet  doesn’t  come  out  to  be 
the  best  or  the  way  we  expected.”  They 
know  that  they  don’t  win  all  the  time, 
but  in  all  the  meets,  they  try  their  best. 
The  girls  can  be  successful  with  their 
own  personal  times  and  improve  on 
them  for  future  events. 

“Our  strongest  events  are  the  50- 
yard  free  and  200-yard  free  relay,”  replies 
Natalie  Moran  (II).  The  team  usually 
comes  in  first  place  for  the  freestyle  and 
freestyle  relay  events  as  the  girls  keep 


on  improving  their  techniques  and  time 
meet  after  meet  in  order  to  do  better. 

There  are  many  promising  and 
strong  young  swimmers  coming  up 
from  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades,  such 
as  Caroline  Draper  (IV),  and  they  will 
help  the  team  improve  and  win  more 
meets  next  year.  With  more  swimmers 
stepping  up  their  game,  the  team  can 
start  looking  forward  to  next  year.  We 
can  probably  expect  more  wins  from  the 
team  since  the  majority  are  young  and 
are  putting  endless  effort  into  pulling 
their  times  down  in  order  to  place  in 
the  top  three  of  each  event.  The  swim 
team  ended  the  season  on  a  strong  note, 
which  will  hopefully  carry  into  next 
year’s  season. 


A  LATIN  SWIMMER  RACING  TOWARDS  THE  FINISH 


Boys'  Soccer  Fights  Until  End 


By  Michela  DeSantis,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Although  soccer  isn’t  necessarily 
the  most  popular  sport  at  Boston  Latin 
School,  all  of  the  players  on  the  boys’  soc¬ 
cer  team  truly  love  the  sport  and  play  with 
energy  and  enthusiasm  every  time  they 
are  on  the  field.  On  October  28,  the  boys 
played  their  last  regularly  scheduled  game 
of  the  season — there  was  a  makeup  game 
on  Halloween — against  Bedford.  The 
game  ended  in  a  0-0  tie.  Of  course,  you 
might  be  thinking  “no  big  deal,”  right? 
The  score,  however,  does  not  reflect  one 
bit  of  how  the  team  played  that  day. 

Mike  Wyatt  (II)  had  just  recently 
come  off  the  injured  list,  starting  the 
game  at  striker  with  two  shots  on  net. 
Norman  Jimenez  (II)  also  shot  a  rocket 
from  the  top  of  the  eighteen-yard  box 
that  ended  up  hitting  the  crossbar.  The 
Pack  definitely  should  have  had  a  goal, 
but  it  just  wasn’t  in  the  cards.  And  what 
would  a  team  be  without  its  goalie?  Fresh¬ 
man  keeper  Mike  Marra  played  superbly, 
coming  up  with  a  number  of  key  saves. 
Thfe  defense  also  played  a  huge  role  in 
keeping  Bedford  'from  scoring,  '^ith 


senior  captains  Jeff  Glidden  and  Ryan 
Murphy  along  with  sophomore  Steve 
O’Connell  anchoring  the  back  line,  Bed¬ 
ford  had  no  chance  of  scoring. 

You  have  to  wonder  though,  could 
the  team  have  been  better  if  it  were  not 
plagued  by  so  many  injuries?  Injuries, 
along  with  a  new  coach,  the  team’s  third 
in  three  years,  may  have  held  up  the 
team’s  progress  this  season.  Key  players 
Matt  Monarch  (III)  and  Rafael  Santos 
(III)  were  unable  to  play  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  season  and  the  team  was  lucky 
enough  to  have  Wyatt  and  captain  Nick 
Milano  (I)  return  from  a  fractured  foot 
bone  and  ankle  injury,  respectively 

Despite  all  the  hard  work,  tenacity 
and  spirit,  the  team  did  not  have  any  wins 
to  show  for  it.  On  a  brighter  note,  though, 
Alan  Sicairos  (II)  was  named  Dual  County 
League  All-Star.  In  addition,  the  year  was 
an  achievement  because  the  team  had 
fun.  They  enjoyed  themselves,  and  that 
is  what  soccer  is  truly  all  about.  All  in 
all,  this  year  has'proved  to  be  a  learning 
experience  for  the  team.  As  Milano  said, 
“We  had  many  problems  to  overcome, 
namely  injuries  and  inexperience,  but  we 
competed  with  every  team’ in  the  best 


soccer  division  in  the  state.”  The  team  has 
overcome  a  lot  of  adversity  this  season 
and  prevail*!. 

The  Boston  Latin  soccer  program 
gets  stronger  with  each  passing  year.  With 
only  a  few  seniors  leaving,  the  squad  has 
high  hopes  for  the  future.  And  this  year’s 
young  talent  will  surely  transform  and 
shape  the  team  for  the  better.  On  a  more 
personal  note,  as  I  play  on  the  girls’  soccer 
team,  I  know  what  it’s  like  to  play  against 
DCL  powerhouses  that  rank  among  the 
best  in  the  state.  It  is  difficult  and  disap¬ 
pointing,  to  say  the  least,  and  the  boys’ 
soccer  team  doesn’t  get  enough  credit. 
Imagine  having  to  play  a  game  out  in  the 
boondocks  somewhere  and  losing.  Then 
you  have  to  deal  with  the  a  neVerend- 
ing  car  ride  home,  unpack  all  your  stuff, 
.shower,  eat  dinner  and  then  start  a  load 
of  homework.  It’s  hard  to  imagine  how 
these  boys  can  find  the  time  to  sleep! 
Even  so,  the  soccer  team  goes  through 
this  routine  for  two  straight  months, 
though  its  members  love  every  minute.  I 
don’t  know  about  you,  but  for  me,  that’s 
dedication.  As  the  cliche  goes,  give  it  your 
all  arid  have  fun.  That’s  exactly  lyhat  the 
boy's’  soCcer  team  does. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Girls'  Soccer  Together  Until  End 


Spotlight 

Michela  DeSantis 


By  Nick  Milano,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Many  months,  over  20  games  and 
scrimmages  and  even  more  practices 
later,  the  Wolfpack  girls’  soccer  season 
has  come  to  a  close.  It  was  one  of  highs 
and  lows,  accomplishments  and  setbacks, 
wins  and  losses,  but  mostly  it  was  a 
season  of  resilience.  Despite  a  few  hard- 
to-swallow  losses,  the  girls 
were  always  able  to  bounce 
back.  Having  evolved  into 
an  extremely  close  group 
of  friends,  the  girls  kept 
their  heads  up,  never  let¬ 
ting  negativity  dominate 
the  air. 

The  easiest  way  to 
describe  the  girls’  soccer 
team  is  for  the  reader  to 
imagine  a  group  of  friends 
who  would  do  anything 
for  each  other  and  have 
them  play  together  on  a 
soccer  team.  What  results 
is  a  team  made  up  of  girls 
who  share  a  passion  for  the  sport  second 
only  to  respect  for  their  teammates.  The 
Philadelphia  Eagles  and  the  whole  Terrell 
Owens  debacle  embody  the  exact  oppo¬ 
sites  of  the  team  spirit  of  Wolfpack  girls’ 
soccer,  where  no  one  puts  herself  above 
the  team.  This  sense  of  camaraderie  does 
not  last  just  the  length  of  a  season,  but 
through  the  whole  school  year,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  forever.  The  ending  was  especially 
tough  for  the  seniors  who  are  leaving 
behind  not  only  some  of  their  closest 
friends,  but  also  a  team  that  has  a  very 
bright  future. 

Certainly,  losing  ii  seniors  is  tough 
to  overcome,  but  next  year’s  captains. 
Rose  Frank  (III),  Sarah  Fhnk  (II),  Anna 
Smith  (III)  and  Rebecca  Goldklang  (II), 
have  the  experience  and  determination 


to  replace  the  outgoing  captains,  Katie 
Stuart-Shor  (I),  Jane  Holmes  (I),  Michela 
DeSantis  (I)  and  Theresa  O’Connell  (I), 
as  well  as  the  entire  contingent  of  seniors. 
Moreover,  three  of  the  most  crucial  posi¬ 
tions  for  a  soccer  team  feature  return¬ 
ing  starters,  including  goalie  Kathleen 
Roche  (III),  center  midfielder  Sarah  Fox 
(IV)  and  one  of  the  starting  forwards, 
Frank.  Ally  Gittens  and  Smith,  currently 
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THE  SQUAD  POSES  FOR  A  TEAM  PHOTO  AFTER  A  GAME 

sophomores,  will  be  returning  to  anchor 
the  defense.  Both  of  them  are  part  of  a 
very  strong  sophomore  class  which  has 
two  more  seasons  to  leave  their  mark  on 
Latin  school  soccer. 

Part  of  that  sophomore  class  is  the 
team’s  first  Dual  County  League  First 
Team  All-Star  Anna  Smith  and  three 
others  who  made  Honorable  Mention: 
Ally  Gittens,  Dominique  Hall  and  Rose 
Frank.  Other  standouts  from  this  year 
include  Second  Team  All-Stars  DeSantis 
and  Elena  Milius  (I),  as  well  as  Stuarts 
Shot,  recognized  for  her  efforts  with  an 
Honorable  Mention.  To  concentrate  on 
personal  awards,  however,  would  be  to 
detract  from  the  girls’  true  concentration: 
the  team.  Like  a  team  coached  by  Bill 
Belichick,  the  attention  was  given  first 


and  foremost  to  game  performances. 

No  game  shows  this  better  than  the 
season  finale  versus  Westford  Academy 
In  the  last  Latin  school  game  for 
the  II  seniors,  the  girls  showed  their 
true  mettle  by  traveling  the  42  miles  to 
Westford  to  play  the  Grey  Ghosts.  The 
Grey  Ghosts  had  the  advantage  of  walking 
out  of  school  and  right  onto  the  soccer 
field  whereas  our  team  had  to  sign  out  of 
seventh  period,  pile  on  a  yellow 
I  school  bus  and  complete  the  trek 
to  the  most  rural  high  school  in 
the  Dual  County  League.  The  fact 
that  Westford  was  ranked  12th  in 
the  state  is  enough  to  overwhelm 
anybody,  but  the  girls  made  no 
excuses,  achieving  a  i-i  tie. 

On  paper,  the  game  between 
Latin  and  Westford  looked  like  a 
lock  for  Westford,  who  eventu- 
g'ally  made  it  to  the  quarterfinals 
Sof  the  state  tournament,  but  the 
Jgirls  fought  to  make  it  not  so.  This 
Egame  perfectly  illustrates  the  girls’ 

^  resdience  and  dedication  to  each 
other.  The  season,  in  general,  was 
not  a  success,  but  neither  was  it  a  failure. 
They  defeated  cross-town  rival  Boston 
Latin  Academy  both  times  they  played, 
and  went  i-i  against  Ursuline,  one  of 
the  better  teams  in  the  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference.  They  struggled  in  DCL  games, 
understandably,  as  they  are  a  city  team 
in  perhaps  the  best  soccer  conference  in 
the  state. 

I  will  let  one  of  the  departing  se¬ 
niors,  Milius,  sum  up  the  season: 

“The  season  was  not  a  success  be¬ 
cause  we  lost  a  few  games  that  we  really 
should  have  won,  but  it  was  a  success 
because  we  had  such  a  great  time;  we  love 
each  other.  It’s  the  saddest  part  of  high 
school  that  I  will  have  to  leave  behind, 
but  I  know  that  the  little  ones  will  take 
care  of  the  team.” 


By  Tara  Banani,  I 
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Cheerleaiding  Competes  Too 


By  Tim  Praia,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  cheerleaders  of  Boston  Latin 
School  have  not  gotten  the  recognition 
they  deserve  over  the  years.  We  see 
them  walking  the  halls  on  days  of 
football  games  or  competitions  in 
their  uniforms  with  their  hair  all 
in  curls,  or  at  the  pep  rally  the  day 
before  the  Thanksgiving  Day  game, 
but  we  don’t  think  anything  of  it. 
Cheerleaders  cheer  and  shout  for  the 
football  team  during  games,  but  we 
wouldn’t  expect  that  they  use  those 
games  as  practices  for  the  real  deal: 
competitions.  Cheerleaders  use  every 
opportunity  they  have  to  perfect  their 
performances.  They  even  have  two 
alternates  at  practice  everyday  just  in 
case  someone  gets  hurt. 

This  year,  the  cheerleaders  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  great  leadership.  Both 
Sarah  Kristin  (I)  and  Shana  Melcher 
(I)  have  been  on  the  squad  since 
freshmen  year,  and  along  with  Shauna 
Bennett  (I),  they  make  up  the  team’s 
tri-captainship.  In  addition,  there 
is  the  veteran  presence  of  seniors 
Stephany  Malony,  Brittany  Sybertz, 
Leahanna  Savain,  Arthi  Manivasakam 
and  Ashley  Russel.  This  year,  for  the 
first  time,  the  cheerleaders  quali- 
fied  for  the  Regional  Championship 
Competition  held  in  Burlington.  When 
asked  about  their  performance  at  the 
Dual  County  League  Competition,  where 
they  had  qualified,  Melchet  said,  “No  one 
beheved  it  at  first,  but  then  we  all  just 


went  crazy,”  and  for  good  reason.  This  was 
the  first  competition  that  the  squad  has 
qualified  for  Regiohals  since  they  started 
competing  four  years  ago.  During  this 
year,  Kristin  has  felt  a  great  sense  of  pride 


GIRLS  ARE  REACHING  FOR  THE  STARS  DURING  PRACTICE 


in  her  team,  saying  that  she  “could  not  be 
more  proud  of  the  squad.” 

Most  may  not  know  it,  but  the 
cheerleaders  spend  a  good  portion  of 
their  time  after  school  practicing  their 


routines  in  the  lower  gym  and  correcting 
every  little  problem  they  can  find.  The 
day  after  their  DCL  competition,  they 
were  working  on  their  routine,  and  due 
to  the  “excitement  of  the  Regionals, 
we’re  stepping  it  up  even  more 
and  becoming  a  real  team,”  said 
Svetlana  Virovtseva  (H).  After 
receiving  their  score  sheets  from 
the  competition,  they  decided 
“to  work  on  what  we  can  improve 
on  and  change,  and  then  move  on 
from  there,”  said  Melcher. 

After  the  Regional  Com¬ 
petition  on  November  13,  the  re¬ 
sults  were  in  and  the  cheerleading 
squad,  though  receiving  a  higher 
score  than  in  the  DCL  competi¬ 
tion,  did  not  place.  That  did  not 
break  the  spirits  of  some  the  girls 
on  the  team,  however.  Virovtseva 
knows  that  for  the  Inner  City 
Competition,  “we  are  still  going 
to  bring  it  on!”  and  hopefully 
bring  home  another  first  place 
victory,  to  still  be  the  defending 
champions  of  the  city 

With  only  one  competition 
and  one  football  game  left  in  the 
cyear,  the  cheerleading  season  for 
the  seniots  is  coming  to  a  close. 
Eight  seniors  wiU  have  their  last 
chance  to  go  out  with  flair,  and 
they  all  seem  excited  for  this 
competition.  They  are  working  hard  every 
day  after  school,  and  the  next  time  you 
see  one  of  them  walking  the  halls,  don’t 
just  think  they  che.er  as  a  club,  but  as  a 
competing  sport  at  Boston  Latin. 


You’ve  probably  seen  her  walking 
briskly  to  class  with  her  books  in  her  arms, 
and  you  probably  figure  she’s  just  someone 
who  can’t  grow  out  of  her  sfade  tendencies. 
It  is  indeed  true  that  Michela  DeSantis  is 
a  model  student.  She  has  been  known  to 
stay  up  far  too  late  doing  homework,  and 
she  will  do  anything  for  that  extra  point.  In 
addition  to  getting  nearly  perfect  grades, 
Michela  has  been  a  star  soccer  pl^er  since 
she  was  very  young. 

In  fifth  grade,  I  was  at  a  brand  new 
school  and  Michela,  then  Micky  D,  was  the 
first  person  to  beftiend  me.  She  asked  me  to 
play  soccer  with  her  at  recess,  and  this  tradi¬ 
tion  continued  every  day  until  we  graduated 
two  years  later.  She  was  born  to  be  a  leader 
in  this  sport.  Every  day  even  when  she  wore 
a  dress  and  tights,  Michela  always  fotmd  a 
way  to  play  soccer  at  recess.  In  sixth  grade, 
Michela  became  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Lightning  team,  and  her  skills  skyrocketed 
at  that  point,  leaving  the  rest  of  us  trying 
desperately  to  grasp  her  new  tricks. 

Upon  entering  Boston  Latin  School  in 
seventh  grade,  Michela  refrained  from  join¬ 
ing  the  Latin  team  right  away,  and  instead 
focused  on  getting  the  perfect  grades  she  is 
known  for.  She  instead  played  with  KICS 
from  seventh  until  loth  grade.  She  would 
play  both  in  the  fall  and  the  spring  with  the 
team,  and  she  became  a  captain  in  her  last 


two  years,  leading  her  squad  to  numerous 
victories.  Starting  in  ninth  grade,  Michela 
joined  the  Latin  soccer  team.  In  her  first 
year,  she  was  playing  both  club  as  well  as 
high  school  soccer.  Of  course,  this  girl  had 
absolutely  no  trouble  balancing  her  time 
between  the  two  teams.  Though  she  played 
junior  varsity  in  ninth  grade,  this  did  not 
deter  her  at  all,  and  she  quickly  established 
herself  as  a  major  asset  to  the  team. 

In  loth  grade,  Michela  began  play¬ 
ing  for  the  Latin  varsity  team.  Starring  as 
both  a  starting  forward  as  well  as  center 
midfielder,  Michela  rapidly  rose  to  the  top. 
She  was  named  a  captain  in  her  junior  year, 
and  has  proven  to  be  not  only  a  valuable 
player,  but  an  effective  leader,  leammate 
and  fellow  captain  Theresa  O’Connell  (I), 
says,  “Michela  is  the  type  of  player  who 
gives  energy  to  the  rest  of  the  team.  When 
she  is  on  the  field,  her  teammates,  including 
me,  push  themselves  to  play  better.  Michela 
is  an  awesome  player  and  a  fun  teammate. 
She  leads  us  by  her  amazing  example!” 

In  the  spring  and  winter,  when 
Michela  is  not  playing  for  Latin,  she  con¬ 
tinues  to  play  club  soccer  For  the  past  five 
years,  she  has  played  in  the  Massachusetts 
Premiere  League  (MAPLE).  Currently,  she 
plays  for  the  U-17  Charles  River  United 
(CRU)  team.  She  has  played  in  tournaments 
all  over  the  country  in  places  such  as  Long 
Island,  Viiginia,  Florida,  and  will  play  in 
the  Cocoa  Expo  tournament  in  Florida 
this  December.  Most  recently  she  has  used 
her  skills  to  act  as  a  referee  at  games  full  of 
younger  girk  aspiring  to  be  as  good  as  her 
some  day. 

She  hopes  to  attend  an  Ivy  League 
school  next  fell  and  continue  to  play  soccer 
at  the  college  level.  Her  skills  and  intensity 
both  on  and  off  the  field  have  helped  Micky 
rise  to  the  top,  and  we  know  she  wfll  do 
great  things  in  life. 
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Girls'  Volleyball  Held  Their  Own  in  Playoffs 


By  Owtn  Stephens,  II 

Assistant  Sporfs  Editor 


Finishing  at  an  impressive  12-6  (11-3) 
mark,  good  for  second  in  the  ultra-tough 
Dual  County  League,  the  Boston  Latin 
School  girls’  volleyballteam  roared  into  the 
state  playoffs  ready  to  put  up  some  more 
wins  and  show  that  they  were  capable  of 
carrying  on  the  proud  volleyball  tradition 
here  at  Boston  Latin  School.  The  Wolfpack 
was  a  squad  loaded  with  experience  in  the 
form  of  six  seniors  and  seven  juniors  look¬ 
ing  to  prove  in  the  MIAA  tournament  that 
they  could  play  with,  if  not  become,  the 
best  in  the  state. 

The  state  tournament  is  simple  to 
understand  and  similar  to  the  NCAA  bas¬ 
ketball  tournament,  whose  bracket  of  64 
teams  is  divided  into  regions  of  16.  In  this 
case,  the  tournament  contains  40  teams, 
with  squads  being  assigned  to  four  differ 
ent  regions  according  to  their  location. 
The  Latin  girls  received  the  sixth  seed, 
but  according  to  many  on  the  team,  the 
seeds  do  not  really  matter  much  due  to 
the  varying  qualities  of  the  leagues  from 
which  the  tournament  teams  are  coming. 
This  makes  it  difficult  to  rank  the  squads. 
In  Latin’s  case,  the  DCL  is  considered 
one  of  the  tougher  leagues.  Therefore,  the 
Boston  Latin  team  has  an  advantage  over 
competition  from  softer  conferences. 

Matched  up  in  a  ffisrround  home 
game  against  tenacious  seventh-seeded 
Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin,  Boston  Latin 


showed  resilience  through  adversity  a  com¬ 
mon  theme  of  the  season,  and  survived  a 
slow  start  to  destroy  Cambridge  3  sets  to 
I.  Next  up  was  third-seeded  Brookline, 
which  was  most  definitely  the  favorite  at 
home,  and  as  co-captain  Helen  Wu  (I)  put 
it,  was  “a  team  everyone,  even  maybe  some 
of  our  own  teammates,  believed  would  beat 
us.”  With  heavy  work  and  dedication,  the 


Wolfpack  came  in  prepared  and  ready  to 
tear  a  victory  away  from  the  grasps  of  the 
favorite.  Supported  by  a  strong  traveling 
fan  base,  the  girls  went  on  to  slug  out  a 
five-set  wnn  and  send  ripples  through  the 
state  wuth  a  major  upset.  After  the  match, 
the  Brookline  head  coach  went  on  to  say. 


"I  am  not  sure  if  we  took  them  too  lightly 
or  if  we  just  ran  into  a  team  of  destiny 
tonight,  but  we  just  could  not  get  any  real 
momentiun  going.  We  seemed  to  be  fight- 
ing  from  behind  all  night.” 

One  look  at  the  Latin  roster  would 
make  the  Brookline  stunner  much  clearer. 
The  team  contains  three  first-team  All- 
Stars  in  Wu,  co-captain  Amy  Yeh  (I)  and 


Julie  Chan  (II),  with  Amy  Yu  (I)  round¬ 
ing  out  the  selections  as  second-team 
All-Star.  Wu  also  received  the  prestigious 
All-State  award,  which  proves  that  the 
Wol^ack  certainly  does  not  lack  in  star 
power.  Head  coach  Kai  Yuen  also  added 
that  this  team  has  been  the  strongest  he 


has  ever  coached,  and  that  the  Brookline 
match  was  the  best  he  has  watched  since 
his  tenure  as  coach  began.  Ifet,  it  is  not  only 
the  All-Stars  who  make  the  team,  but  also 
the  strong  supporting  cast.  That  support 
net  includes  co-captain  Molly  Casper  (I), 
Sorailla  Duquerette  (I),  Diem  Nguyen  (I), 
Christine  Choi  (I),  Amelia  George  (IV), 
Ashley  Martell  (I)  and  Sandra  Chen  (II), 
all  of  whom  carry  a  huge  presence  on  the 
court  and  play  as  big  as  a  role  as  the  stars 
do  in  bringing  home  the  wdn. 

When  the  dust  settled  from  the 
Brookhne  win,  the  results  had  not  yet  sunk 
in.  The  team,  despite  some  disbelief,  had 
clawed  all  the  way  to  the  sectional  final, 
and  was  one  of  only  eight  teams  remaining 
in  the  state.  But  its  path  to  the  champion¬ 
ship  would  have  to  go  through  mighty 
North  Quincy,  a  pet  peeve  to  past  Latin 
teams,  having  knocked  the  Wolfpack  out 
of  the  playoffs  three  previous  times  since 
2001.  North  Quincy  completed  an  upset 
of  their  own  over  tournament  favorite 
Newton  North.  Thus  its  potential,  along 
with  the  personal  history  of  the  team,  was 
well  known  to  the  girls. 

After  a  hard-fought  game  in  Milton 
(the  site  of  the  2001  loss),  the  squad  fell  in 
four  sets,  ending  its  season.  Afet,  the  loss  did 
nothing  to  diminish  the  unbelievable  effort 
put  forth  by  these  girls,  and  the  heart  and 
tenacity  shown  to  get  to  the  sectional  finals 
was  something  that  will  not  be  forgotten 
anytime  soon  by  the  supporters  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  this  team. 


Cross  Country  Runs  With  Confidence 


By  Paul  Brhjeau,  in 

CoNTWBmNG  WlUTER 


As  the  final  practice  of  the  regular 
eigjifmeet  season  begins,  the  intensity  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School  cross  country  team  re¬ 
mains  higji,  as  always.  The  team  stretches  and 
prepares  for  a  grueling  five-to-eight  mile  run 
along  the  Charles  River  through  Brookline 
Flills,  including  a  stop  at  Roberto  Qemente 
Field  for  sjjeed  drills.  Every  type  of  weather 
can  and  will  be  practiced  in,  including  this 
day’s  bitter  cold  temperatures  with  a  threat 
of  tain.  Few  teams  can  boast  of  daily  practices 
this  rigorous  and  tiring. 

Despite  both  the  girls  and  boys  ending 
the  season  1-7,  it  is  obvious  that  the  record 
does  not  reflect  the  great  effort  shown. 
Running  varsity  races,  tvhich  consist  of  five 
kilometer  (3.1  mi)  courses,  is  no  easy  task  by 
any  means,  especially  given  the  amazing  tal¬ 
ent  and  competition  the  Latin  team  feces. 

The  cross  country  teams  of  the  Dual 
County  League  continue  to  rise  in  competi¬ 


tiveness,  with  many  having  indoor  tracks  and 
training  fecilities  available  year  round.  “In  my 
opinion,”  s^  coach  Michael  Meagher,  “[this] 
league  is  the  toughest  in  the  state.”  Also,  as 
runner  Erin  Scannell  (III)  eqjlains,  ‘We  all 
tried  our  hardest,  but  our  team  just  doesn’t 
have  the  training  of  other  really  good  schools 
in  the  league.”  Alany  tend  to  agree  that  this 
league  presents  a  great  challenge  to  Boston 
Latin  teams  as  they  are  under  the  budget-con¬ 
trolled  Boston  Public  Schools  system. 

With  competition  such  as  Wfeston, 
Wayland,  Lincoln-Sudbury  and  Concord- 
Carlisle  facing  the  Latin  cross  country  team, 
many  rurmers  are  learning  from  the  tough 
opposition.  Coach  Meagher  distinguished 
captain  Caroline  O’Loirghlin  (II),  and  runners 
Scannell  and  Kerri  Costello  (LV)  among  the 
girls,  as  well  as  Shawn  Li  (II),  Matthew  Man¬ 
ning  (II),  Mike  Schwartz  (III)  and  Andrew 
DeStefano  (III)  arnong  the  boys,  as  having 
great  potential.  The  team  is  looking  forward 
to  seeing  these  runners  develop  into  much 
needed  leaders  after  a  considerable  loss  of 


seniors  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

Seniors  tffio  ran  their  last  season  this 
year  include  Cassie  Kull,  Maura  Dormelly 
Lauren  Costello,  Lindsay  Ong,  Monica  Aflec- 
zko  and  boys’  captains  Robert  Deegan  and 
Abenet  Ghebremichael.  They  have  played 
a  large  part  in  the  development  of  the  team, 
contributing  to  the  competitive  edge  they 
have  shown  their  opposition.  DeStefano  is 
one  of  many  affected  by  this  loss.  He  explains, 
“The  loss  of  our  seniors  hurts  us  because 
they  serve  as  emotional  leaders  for  the  entire 
team,”  but  “juniors  are  prepared  to  step  up  in 
their  place  and  lead  the  younger  members  of 
the  team.”  Although  this  maybe  a  significant 
loss,  Deegan  reassures  that  “the  younger 
rurmers  will  do  fine  without  Abenet  and  me. 
They  definitely  have  the  talent  and  leadership 
needed  to  succeed.” 

Even  though  the  regular  season  meets 
have  ended  and  the  MIAA  Class  Meets 
were  on  November  12,  the  MIAA  All  States 
are  on  the  follovting  Saturday  November 
19.  In  these  meets  the  team  hopes  to  stay 


competitive  with  the  other  schools,  as  they 
have  done  all  seasoa  The  MIAA  States  are 
open  to  all  teams  regardless  of  their  records, 
with  each  team  sending  their  seven  best  pl^ 
ers.  In  a  conversation  with  Coach  Meagjier, 
he  explains  that  he  expects  O’Loughlin  to 
do.  es|}ecially  well,  saying,  “I  think  she’s  one 
of  the  best  rurmers  in  the  state.”  Others  to 
watch  for  in  the  All  States  include  Deegan 
and  Ghebremichael,  who  both  ran  solid  races 
mthe  mid-season  McIntyre  Invitational  race, 
but  look  to  improve  upon  their  respective 
times  of  18:03  and  18:46. 

The  team  clearly  possesses  the  talent 
and  determination  needed  to  compete  at 
a  level  similar  to  that  of  particularly  skilled 
schools  in  the  league  and  to  be  a  force  in  the 
MIAA  States.  Facing  a  school  from  the  sub¬ 
urbs  whose  members  concentrate  on  cross 
country  year  roimd,  Boston  Latin  rurmers  are 
at  a  rather  large  disadvantage.  Nevertheless, 
this  team  has  become  something  to  watch 
as  they  are  set  to  make  a  run  in  the  coming 
years  with  theft  growing  talent. 


Teens  Are  Turning  Professional  Too  Soon 


By  Joseph  Bravoco,  I 

Staff  Writer 


What  comes  to  mind  when  the  names 
Michelle  Wie  and  Freddie  Adu  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  spxrrts  commerciaP  Other  than 
the  fact  that  theft  salaries  combined  tiptoe 
somewhere  over  10  million  a  year,  the  idea 
of  youth  excelling  in  the  pro  arena  quickly 
surfeces  to  our  minds.  Despite  theft  fame 
and  glory,  what  price  do  theft  respective 
spxjtts  pay  by  clearly  ignoring  the  age  limita¬ 
tions  of  pro  spjorts  and  setting  a  newfound 
precedent  that  encourages  young  sports 
prodigies  to  relinquish  theft  education  for 
the  possibility  of  being  recruited  for  the 
pros?  Shouldn’t  there  be  a  legalized  age  limit 
that  discourages  such  premature  action 


The  odds  of  gaining  recognition 
from  a  pro  sports  team  are  heavily  stacked 
against  young  athletes.  Only  the  cream  of 
the  crop  are  selected  to  play  on  the  pro  level, 
and  the  others,  who  threw  all  theft  weight 
behind  the  chance  of  recruitment,  are  left 
with  nothing  but  a  painful  experience  and 
hope  for  next  year.  Those  who  saw  college 
as  an  obstacle  to  theft  training  and  gave  up 
everything  for  the  possibility  of  recruitment 
are  left  with  neither  a  direction  to  take  nor 
a  college  seat  to  return  to. 

For  those  who  do  make  it  to  the  pro 
level,  the  experience  they  would  have  had 
in  theft  remaining  years  at  the  college  level 
woiJd  have  been  invaluable.  Many  times, 
coaches  and  fans  witness  these  young  play¬ 
ers  playing  at  pro  level  and  blast  the  players 
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too 


In  basketball,  court  awareness  and 
team  play  have  become  forgotten  elements 
in  the  mindsets  of  many  incoming  pro  play¬ 
ers.  In  football,  fundamental  skills  such  as 
catching  the  ball  with  the  chest,  not  the 
hands,  are  lost  in  the  shuffle.  What  was  once 
taught  and  ingrained  into  the  older  genera¬ 
tion  of  pro  athletes  now  fells  upon  the  deaf 
ears  of  college  youngsters,  who  sometimes 
forget  the  importance  of  team  play  and 
sticking  with  the  fundamentals. 

Afet  the  influx  of  new  talent  has  its 
positive  points  by  being  invigorating  and 
inspiring.  Ybung  pros  bring  out  a  dimen¬ 
sion  of  theft  respective  sports  that  has  not 
been  seen  before,  and  therefore  adds  spice 
to  the  new  generation  of  “entertaining 
sports.”  Watching  Carmelo  Anthony  light 


ge^erafid'n  hop^  for  ^  sjmifa'f  s^dt|ight."''^^ 


Theft  successes  came  about  through  hard 
work,  gritty  determination  and  a  pure  love 
of  theft  sport,  characteristics  that  are  not 
uncommon  amongst  the  younger  batches  of 
college  and  high  school  players  who  dream 
for  a  spot  in  the  pro  sport  world.  The  hard 
part  is  getting  the  pro  scouts  to  see  that. 

Even  though  there  is  no  age  require¬ 
ment  as  to  when  a  young  player  can  apply 
for  the  pros,  this  is  not  necessarily  a  bad 
thing.  More  openings  for  younger  players 
mean  more  competition  for  those  few  spots, 
and  what  can  a  sports  fan  ask  for  more  than 
highly  competitive  youngsters  who  give 
it  theft  all  and  leave  nothing  in  the  locker 
rooms?  Raw  talent  can  only  be  found  in 
these  young  pros,  whose  minds  are  only  on 
solidifying  theft  position  on  the  team,  and 
not  on  what  contracts  they  have  to  arbitrate, 
'ib’obid  the'Vttfefeftk  rifevef  s^fe'm'  tb  Sdopt 
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College  Football  Experiencing  a  Resurgence 


By  Jimmy  Chen,  I 

Contributing  Writkr 


Who  could  ever  forget  the  final  seven 
seconds  between  the  Trojans  of  the  Univei~ 
sity  of  Southern  California  and  the  Fighting 
Irish  of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in 
this  year’s  college  football  classic?  An  epic 
battle  throughout  all  four  quarters  ended  in 
a  controversial  touchdown  call  when  Reg¬ 
gie  Bush  of  use  pushed  quarterback  Matt 
Leinart  across  the  goal  line  to  secure  the 
Trojans’  29  game  winning  streak.  Despite 
the  heartbreaking  loss,  however,  Notre 
Dame  and  its  new  head  coach,  Charlie 
Weis,  who  left  the  offensive  coordinator 
position  of  the  New  England  Patriots  after 
the  Super  Bowl,  are  experiencing  a  resur 
gence.  With  Wfeis  at  the  helm,  Notre  Dame 
is  once  again  posing  a  threat  as  a  contender 
for  the  National  Championship. 

Much  like  the  Fighting  Irish,  another 
team  is  experiencing  a  revival  this  year. 
Although  once  the  most  successful  coach 


in  college  football  history,  Joe  Paterno  has 
recently  worked  through  a  few  abysmal 
seasons  at  Penn  State  University  This  fall, 
however,  the  legendary  coach  brought  his 
Nittany  Lions  back  to  Big  Ten  dominance 
and  restored  faith  in  the  fans  of  Happy 
Valley 

In  its  first  nine  weeks.  College 
football  displayed  the  versatility  of  USC, 
University  of  Oregon,  Notre  Dame,  Penn 
State,  University  of  Miami  and  other  teams. 
In  that  time,  we  also  saw  the  downfall  of 
last  year’s  National  Championship  par 
ticipant.  University  of  Oklahoma.  With 
all  the  dramatic  rises  and  falls  of  teams, 
the  season  has  so  far  left  excited  fans 
alternately  happy  then  heartbroken.  The 
best  example  would  be  the  Gamecocks  of 
South  Carolina,  led  by  its  new  coach  Steve 
Spurrier,  who  returned  to  the  college  scene 
after  he  resigned  as  coach  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Redskins.  Despite  his  problems  in  the 
NFL,  Spurrier’s  mastery  of  coaching  has 
never  failed  in  college,  and  this  year  is  no 


exception.  Spurrier  has  not  only  brought 
hope  and  excitement  to  the  Palmetto  State 
but  also  a  chance  that,  in  the  future.  South 
Carolina  will  become  as  great  as  the  Florida 
teams  he  coached  throughout  the  90's. 

It’s  that  time  of  the  year,  and  contro¬ 
versy  is  in  the  air.  Much  like  last  season,  the 
Bowl  Championship  Series  (BCS)  rankings 
will  once  again  generate  numbers  for  teams 
across  the  nation,  leaving  some  teams  Bowl- 
eligible  and  others  packing.  Unlike  last  year, 
only  two  teams  remain  undefeated  this  year. 
With  a  few  weeks  left  in  the  season,  USC 
and  University  of  Texas  still  have  zeroes  in 
the  loss  column.  WTiile  a  match  between 
the  undefeated  would  be  entertaining, 
some  teams  with  one  loss  are  just  as  good  or 
even  better.  For  example,  the  University  of 
Miami,  with  an  8-1  record,  hit  a  roadblock 
early  in  the  year  against  Florida  State,  but 
has  dominated  team  after  team  ever  since. 
Needless  to  say  the  BCS  is  not  perfect  and 
should  not  determine  who  plays  for  the 
National  Championship. 


Last  year,  the  University  of  Okla¬ 
homa  was  chosen  over  Auburn  University 
to  play  in  the  National  Championship.  An 
example  of  the  imperfections  of  the  BCS, 
the  game  was  one-sided,  leading  to  a  USC 
victory  over  Oklahoma.  After  the  game, 
college  football  fans  across  the  nation 
questioned  whether  the  result  was  correct. 
The  answer  was  a  resoimding  no.  Like  other 
Division  I  sports,  tournament  style  playoffs 
should  be  used  to  determine  the  best  not 
only  in  the  respected  conferences  but  also 
the  country 

Tolerance  of  any  implemented  sys¬ 
tem  remains  only  if  it  works  and  generates 
fanfare  and  revenue.  If  not,  around  this 
time  next  year  we  will  have  something 
new  to  complain  about  in  college  football. 
Whether  USC,  Texas,  or  any  other  teams 
play  in  the  big  game,  college  football  is 
moving  in  the  right  direction.  This  year’s 
memorable  games  ought  to  become  a 
standard  at  the  collegiate  level  for  years 
to  come. 


Major  League  Baseball  Needs  Replay 


By  Adam  Fleischer,  I 

Staff  Writer 


No,  your  beloved  Red  Sox  were  not 
able  to  move  past  the  first  round,  defend 
their  pennant  or  return  as  World  Series 
champions.  Yes,  much  to  the  surprise  of 
many  Bostonians,  the  games  continued 
even  without  the  Red  Sox. 

Along  the  way  to  crowning  the  Sox 
the  champions  of  the  playoffs  (the  Chi¬ 
cago  White  Sox,  that  is).  Major  League 
Baseball  faced  a  couple  of  roadblocks. 
The  most  prevalent  and  widely  disputed 
of  these  was  the  poor  quality  of  the  um¬ 
pires’  performance. 

At  some  point  during  every  game, 
players,  coaches  or  managers  were  found 
arguing  a  call  with  the  home  plate  umpire. 
Was  the  last  pitch  a  ball?  Was  it  a  strike? 
For  decades,  that  call  has  been  placed 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  umpires,  much 
like  foul  calls  in  basketball  or  the  ruling 
over  the  yard  line  of  a  tackle  in  football. 
It  is  the  most  common  and  basic  call  in 
the  game,  though  by  no  means  an  easy 
one;  human  error  undoubtedly  occurs.  In 
controversial  circumstances,  however,  it 
makes  sense  to  use  instant  replay  to  aid 
umpires. 

The  American  League  Champi- 


JERMAINE  DYE  "GETTING  HIT"  BY 
A  GAME  ALTERING  PITCH  IN  THE  WORLD  SERIES 


onship  series,  in  which  the  White  Sox 
took  on  the  Los  Angeles  Angels,  dem¬ 
onstrated  the  need  for  instant  replays  in 
the  MLB. 

The  White  Sox  were  at  bat  with 
two  out  in  the  ninth  inning  of  a  i-i  tie 
game.  There  were  three  balls  and  two 
strikes  on  the  batter,  A.J.  Pierzynski. 
Kelvim  Escobar  of  the  Angels  delivered 
the  pitch,  passing  it  by  Pierzynski,  who 


swung  and  missed.  The  umpire  gave 
the  signal  for  the  third  strike,  but 
not  for  the  third  out.  (When  a  batter 
misses  a  ball  on  a  third  strike  that 
bounces  in  the  dirt,  the  catcher  must 
tag  the  batter  or  throw  the  ball  to  first 
base.)  Pierzynski  was  aware  that  he 
had  to  run  to  first  base  and  arrived  be¬ 
fore  the  ball  because  the  umpire  never 
signaled  that  the  pitch  was  trapped; 
thus  the  Angels’  catcher  never  realized 
that  he  had  to  throw  the  nmner  out. 
After  looking  at  replay  after  replay, 
most  people  agreed  that  the  ball  went 
directly  into  the  catcher’s  glove,  never 
actually  hitting  the  ground.  Moments 
later,  the  White  Sox  won  the  game,  as 
Pierzynski’s  pinch  runner  came  in  to 
score  the  go-ahead  run. 

In  Game  Two  of  the  World 
Series,  in  which  the  White  Sox  were 
matched  up  against  the  Houston 
Astros,  an  umpire  again  made  a  crucial 
mistake,  one  that  could  have  easily  been 
overturned  by  instant  replay.  With  the 
White  Sox  batter  Jermaine  Dye  at  the 
plate,  Houston’s  pitcher  threw  an  inside 
fastball.  Although  the  umpire  ruled  that 
it  hit  the  batter's  hand  and  subsequently 
awarded  him  first  base,  it  was  clear  upon 
review  that  it  had  hit  Dye’s  bat.  This  was 


a  foul  ball,  not  a  hit-by-pitch.  The  umpire 
did  not  change  his  call.  Dye  headed  to 
first  base  and  the  White  Sox  won  the 
game  and  eventually  the  series. 

Both  the  National  Basketball  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  National  Football  League 
still  use  numerous  referees  during  each 
game.  Nearly  all  of  the  time,  the  calls 
that  they  make  are  not  challenged.  In 
extremely  difficult  situations,  however, 
such  as  a  buzzei-beating  shot  in  basket¬ 
ball  or  possession  of  the  ball  in  football, 
the  authorities  turn  to  instant  replays  to 
prevent  mistakes  that  could  be  crucial  in 
deciding  the  game’s  outcome.  Baseball 
has  yet  to  resort  to  such  logic. 

In  recent  meetings  with  general 
managers  from  around  the  league.  Com¬ 
missioner  Bud  Selig  stuck  with  his  belief 
that  instant  replay  should  not  be  included 
in  the  Majors.  He  acknowledged  that 
“Yfes,  we  had  some  incidents  that  certainly 
need  to  be  looked  at,”  but  he  went  on 
to  reiterate,  “But  do  I  believe  in  instant 
replay?  No,  I  do  not.  Human  error  is  part 
of  our  sport.” 

If  you  believe  teams  should  be 
stripped  of  the  opportunity  to  let  their 
performance  determine  the  outcome  of 
a  game,  then,  yes,  Mr.  Selig,  human  error 
should  remain  a  part  of  your  sport. 


Top  Celtics  Questions  To  Ask  Oneself 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  II 

Staff  Writer 


It  is  November  again,  and  we  are 
delving  into  another  Celtics  season  of 
premature  high  hopes,  lost  sleep  and, 
ultimately,  frustration.  It  is  hard  to  have 
a  positive  outlook  on  the  Celtics,  for 
it  seems  every  year  they  are  the  most 
inconsistent  team  in  the  NBA,  doing 
just  enough  to  catch  our  attention  and 
hearts,  only  to  dash  all  hopes  by  losing 
disappointingly  in  the  first  roimd  of  the 
playoffs.  We  begin  this  year  with  these 
great  expectations  again,  but  there  are 
many  questions  and  variables  that  will 
make  this  team  either  a  successful  playoff 
contender  or  a  flukey  Atlantic  Division 
team  that  makes  the  playoffs  with  a  .500 
record.  Here  are  my  top  four  Celtics  ques¬ 
tions  for  the  2005-2006  season: 

The  number  one  question  this  year, 
is  whether  the  Celtics  can  be  successful 
with  such  a  young  team.  Currently  the 
Celtics  roster  has  an  average  age  of  24.1 . 
years,  and  nine  of  the  fifteen  players  on 


the  roster  have  had  two  or  fewer  years  of 
experience  in  the  NBA.  The  “veterans” 
of  this  team  include  Paul  Pierce,  Raef 
Lafrentz  and  Ricky  Davis,  all  with  seven 
years  each  in  the  league.  Some  people  see 
this  make  up  as  a  problem;  I,  however, 
believe  it  is  a  blessing.  These  young,  en¬ 
ergetic  and  athletic  players  will  thrive  in 
the  new  NBA  of  high-flying  dunks  and 
one-on-one  moves.  Come  playoff  time, 
though,  experience  will  be  a  key  element, 
although  it  showed  no  signs  of  slowing 
down  A1  Jefferson  last  year  in  the  playoffs 
against  Indiana.  This  is  the  main  question 
that  the  Celtics  are  going  to  face  through¬ 
out  this  season  of  likely  ups  and  downs. 

The  second  most  important  ques¬ 
tion  is  whether  Paul  Pierce  can  be  the 
leader  he  wants  to  be  and  this  team  needs 
him  to  be.  Pierce  is  entering  his  fourth 
year  at  the  team’s  helm,  and  this  year,  he 
is  looking  to  change  his  image  from  weak 
leader  to  stable  captain.  Over  the  years, 
he  has  displayed  shakiness  as  a  leader, 
needing  Antoine  Walker  and  Eric  ^Gl- 
llartis  to  be  helping  hands.  In  order  to  be 


a  real  leader.  Pierce  needs  to  encourage 
the  development  and  play  of  the  young 
guys  that  make  up  most  of  this  team;  be 
unselfish  by  distributing  the  ball  among 
his  teammates;  and  have  a  well-rounded 
game,  while  recognizing  the  appropriate 
times  to  take  over  individually 

Another  looming  question  is  wheth¬ 
er  the  big  guys,  no  pun  intended,  of  this 
team  can  rise  to  the  occasion  and  fill  the 
top  of  the  Celtics’  line-up,  which  has  been 
vacant  since  the  glory  days  of  the  late  8o’s. 
The  leading  prospects  for  filling  this  void 
are  Mark  Blount,  A1  Jefferson,  Lafrentz 
and  Kendrick  Perkins.  We  know  aU  these 
players  have  the  tools  to  be  successful;  it’s 
just  the  application  of  these  tools  to  the 
game  that  is  missing.  For  me,  I  have  a  posi¬ 
tive  outlook  about  these  guys,  especially 
considering  the  variety  that  they  come  in: 
Blount,  a  big  seven-footrtall  around-the- 
basket  presence;  Jefferson,  the  athletic 
player  on  the  block;  Lafrentz,  the  hybrid 
big  man  who  can  stretch  the  defense  with, 
his  shootingj’andlasdy  Perkins,  intimidah 
ing  as  the  big  bniiser  who  eats  iip  niinutes 


and  fouls. 

Another  question  mark  for  this 
season  is  Delonte  West  as  the  point  guard. 
I  really  like  the  group  of  young  point 
guards  that  Danny  Ainge  has  put  together, 
namely  Dan  Dickau,  Orien  Greene  and 
Marcus  Banks,  who  back  up  West.  As  for 
whether  Delonte  is  capable  of  running 
point,'  I  think  he  has  proven  his  abflity 
to  do  so  and  I  am  very  excited  to  see  him 
blossom  as  a  young  talent.  In  addition,  the 
backups  are  very  impressive,  with  Dickau 
in  the  main  spot,  averaging  13  points  and 
five  assists  for  New  Orleans  last  year. 

These  questions  will  haunt  the 
headlines  as  the  Celtics  experience  both 
success  and  failure  throughout  this  season. 
Even  if  this  Celtics  season  prematurely 
ends  in  an  early  playoff  exit,  one  sure 
thing  will  happen.  It  will  most  definitely 
be  another  year  of  increased  experience 
for  this  youthfully  energetic  and  talented 
squad.  As  for  the  questions,  the  players 
may  not  be  able  to  answer  them  all,  but 
it  surely  will  be  a  lot  of  fun  to  watch  them 
try.  See  you  at  the  Garden.  '  ’ ' 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


El  Argo  Crosswordo  Supremo 


Across 

I.  The  name  of  the  Kazakhstani 
character  in  “Ali-G.” 

3.  composer  of  “Jaws” 

8.  School  literary  magazine. 

9.  wrote  “The  Scorpion’s  Gate” 

12.  creator  of  Standard  Oil 

13.  Shakespeare  play: _ 

Night 

15.  Chaimel  27  at  BLS. 

17.  graduation  requirement 

19.  Exam  taken  by  sophomores 
and  juniors  on  October  15. 

20.  purple  and _ 

22.  official  radio  station  of  the 
Boston  Red  Sox 

23.  “Old _ and  the  sea” 

25.  proctors  of  the  SATs 
27.  Capital  of  Canada. 

29.  Winner  of  mayor  election. 

31.  “in  a _ classical  educa¬ 

tion” 

33.  happily  ever _ 

34.  The  floor  that  the  BLS  swim¬ 
ming  pool  is  on. 

35.  Pride  and  Prejudice,  Sense  and 

36.  Harry  Potter’s  closest  rela¬ 
tives 

37.  boy  in  “Great  Expectations” 

38.  Extends  infinitely  in  one  direc¬ 
tion. 

39.  The  Latin  word  for  forest. 

40.  Responsible  and _ citizen¬ 

ship. 


41.  such  like  or  as 

Down 

1.  Bobby  Lee’s  favorite  shirt  col¬ 
or 

2.  Winter  running  sport. 

4.  A1  Gore  created  the 

5.  color  and  o’hara 

6.  pen  with  a  feather 


7.  Plays  Harry  Potter’s  best 
friend. 

10.  stream  of _ 

11.  The  store  that  created  the 
“Easy  Button.” 

14.  “Johnny _ ” 

16.  smells  like  teen _ 

18.  Brand  of  computers  in  photo 
lab. 


21.  Next  to  Q. 

24.  AlHed  forces  landed  here  on 
D-Day 

26.  capital  of  Turkey 

28.  composer  of  “Sleigh  Ride” 

30.  Mr.  Chavero’s  favorite  team 
32.  The  name  of  the  BLS  Mas¬ 
cot. 

37 - Romana 


Sudoku 

Here  at  the  Argo,  we  take  our  Sudoku  seriously. 

New  to  Sudoku? 

Perfect  time  to  start! 


The  last  one  was  practice. 
This  one  is  for  real. 


Easy 


Fill  in  the  grid  so  that  e\^ry  row, 
EVERY  COLUMN,  AND  EVERY  3x3  BOX 
CONTAINS  THE  DIGITS  1  THROUGH  9. 


Diabolical 
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Thieves  Among  Us? 


Argo  Theft  Survey 

Have  you  ever  had  anything  stolen  from  you  as  a  student  at 

BLS?  Yes/No 

Do  you  know  people  who  have  had  things  stolen  from 

them?  \fes/No 

If  yes,  what  item(s)  have  been  stolen  from  you  or  your 
friend? 

Textbooks  iPod/Mp3  player  Calculator 

Other _ 

Do  you  know  anyone  who  steals/has  stolen  anything  at 

BLS?  Yes/No 

Have  you  ever  stolen  minor  items(s)  at  BLS,  e.g.  pens, 
pencils,  eraser?  Yes/No 

Have  you  ever  stolen  major  item(s)  at  BLS,  e.g.  textbook, 
cell  phone,  iPod?  "Ves/No 

If  you  were  to  find  a  textbook  you  need  lying  in  the  hallway 
with  no  one  around,  would  you  take  it? 

Yes/No 


By  Linda  Zheng,  II 
&  JiEYU  Jiang,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate  &  Staff  Writer 


On  October  31,  Kim  Principi, 
mother  of  a  Class  V  student,  posted  a  mes¬ 
sage  on  an  unofficial  Boston  Latin  School 
parent  listserv  to  relate  the  theft  of  two 
of  her  son’s  textbooks  from  his  locker. 
The  books  that  were  stolen  had  just  been 
replaced  after  his  original  set  had  been 
stolen  five  days  previously  Ms.  Principi 
had  spent  $96  on  a  second  set  of  books 
and  her  son  had  even  bought  a  new  lock  as 
a  preventative  measure.  ‘Apparently  being 
intelligent  doesn’t  necessarily  mean  that  a 
child  has  any  sense  of  moral  responsibil¬ 
ity,”  Ms.  Principi  wrote.  “As  you  can  tell, 
I  am  angry  and  hope  that  BLS  will  pursue 
security  within  the  school.” 

Other  concerned  parents  responded 
quickly,  a  few  chiming  in  with  personal 
anecdotes  of  their  children’s  experiences 
with  theft  at  Boston  Latin.  Posts  detailed 
a  variety  of  items,  ranging  from  a  digital 
camcorder  to  an  entire  backpack,  which 
were  taken  directly  from  locker  rooms 
and  various  other  areas  within  the  school. 


ITEMS  COMMONLY  STOLEN  AT  BLS 


While  some  complimented  the  adminis¬ 
tration’s  sincere  responses  to  reports  of 
theft,  as  well  as  the  efficiency  of  certain 
teachers  in  dealing  with  theft  within  their 
classrooms,  several  parents  raised  the  is¬ 
sue  of  whether  or  not  the  school  is  doing 
enough  to  combat  what  they  perceive  as  a 
prevalent  problem.  By  the  time  Assistant 
Head  Master  Malcolm  Flynn  replied  with 
a  reassuring  post  four  days  later,  parents 
had  already  decided  that  the  matter  would 
require  further  scrutiny  at  the  next  School 
Parent  Council  meeting. 

This  troubling  subject  that  adminis¬ 
trators  are  now  forced  to  face  is  not  wholly 
unfamiliar  to  most.  Since  its  prestigious 


establishment  as  the  first  public  school 
in  America,  the  Boston  Latin  School  has 
always  prided  itself  on  its  strong  academic 
program  and  rich  history.  Stealing  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  problem  that  plagues  almost  every 
high  school.  Incidents  at  Boston  Latin  in 
the  past  few  years  confirm  the  presence 


of  theft.  In  one  episode,  Mr. 
Flynn  discovered  a  stash  of 
five  stolen  calculators  inside 
a  student’s  locker. 

Despite  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  a  “zero-tol¬ 
erance”  policy  regarding 
such  illicit  activities,  this 
issue  has  not  been  entirely 
resolved.  A  survey  that  the 
Argo  recently  conducted 
among  a  sample  group  of 
227  Boston  Latin  students 
found  that  44  percent  have 
had  something  stolen  from 
them  as  a  student  here. 
Students  cited  textbooks 
and  expensive  graphing 
calculators  as  the  most  ap¬ 
pealing  targets  for  thieves. 
In  addition,  many  noted  the 
increase  in  thefts  of  cell  phones  and  mp3 
players  in  recent  years  as  the  demand  for 
such  popular  electronic  devices  grew. 


Thieves 
Continued  on  page  4 


Rhythm  in  Shoes 


By  Emily  Collins,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


“They  step  up  to  get  the  beat  down.” 
That  is  the  Boston  Latin  School  Step 
Squad,  at  football  games,  pep  rallies,  and 
other  school  events.  At  football  games, 
you  expect  to  see  cheerleaders,  the  band, 
and  the  enthusiastic  and  talented  BLS 
Step  Squad — the  20-member  co-ed  team 
of  students  in  Classes  V  through  I  who 
perform  original  routines  that  focus  on 
making  beats  and  moving  with  precision. 
The  Step  Squad  performs  not  only  at 
home  football  games  at  White  Stadium, 
but  also  at  other  school  sponsored  events, 
such  as  the  International  Showcase,  the 
Pep  Rally,  and  at  their  fundraising  event, 
the  Faculty  Fashion/Talent  Show.  This 
year  the  talent  show  will  take  place  on 
March  3,  2006,  and  according  to  Ms.  Ra¬ 
chel  Skerritt  (the  Step  Squad  Coach),  “this 
year’s  show  will  be  bigger  and  better  than 
ever.”  Cheering,  stomping,  and  clapping, 
this  squad  has  what  it  takes  to  stir  any 
crowd  with  Latin  School  spirit. 

Step  Squad  begins  performing  with 
the  football  season,  followed  by  a  break 
until  January,  when  school  resumes  after 
Christmas  vacation.  The  squad  then 
practices  through  late  May,  and  around 
this  time  the  tryouts  for  new  step-hope¬ 
fuls  take  place.  There  are  certain  qualities 
necessary  to  be  a  good  stepper  that  all  of 
the  members  of  the  Step  Squad  have  in 
common.  Discipline,  versatility,  and  the 


ability  to  follow  directions  are  needed  to 
learn  and  perfect  the  complicated  steps 
in  the  routines.  It  is  also  extremely  im¬ 
portant  to  be  loud  and  outgoing,  to  raise 
the  spirit  of  the  crowd.  The  Step  Squad 
practices  for  two  hours  every  day  during 
the  season,  so  time  management  skills  are 
essential.  Every  member  of  the  Step  Squad 
must  contribute  to  the  team. 

Last  year,  the  team  took  third  place 
at  the  annual  competition  held  by  the 
Greater  Boston  Step  Association  (a  group 
of  high  school  step  teams  throughout 
the  greater  Boston  area),  in  which  over 
20  teams  compete.  The  BLS  Squad  will 
not  compete  at  this  event  in  2006:  the 
steppers  made  the  decision  to  perform 
only  at  school  events  and  has  eliminated 
competitions  from  its  schedule  for  this 
year.  “We  realized  that  our  real  love  comes 
from  performing  for  our  school  commu¬ 
nity,  for  elementary  school  students,  and 
at  college  campuses,”  says  Ms.  Skerritt, 
“the  backbone  of  the  team”  according  to 
Monique  Symes  (I),  a  five-year  veteran  of 
the  Squad. 

The  BLS  Step  Squad  has  evolved 
into  a  valuable  member  of  the  school 
community,  one  that  personifies  the  soul 
of  Latin  School  pride.  It  is  a  uniquely 
enjoyable  experience  for  both  its  audi¬ 
ence  and  its  members.  “The  thing  I  love 
about  the  Step  Squad  is  that  we  aren’t  just 
a  team — we’re  all  friends  despite  the  age 
difference  between  the  seniors  and  eighth 
graders,”  says  Monique. 


Department  Heads 


By  Claudia  Tenen,  II 

CONTRLBUTING  WRITER 


With  roughly  i  jo  staff  members  who 
work  together  to  educate  the  students  of 
Boston  Latin  School,  teacher  organiza¬ 
tion  is  extremely  important.  In  order  to 
function  efficiently  and  effectively  guide 
students  through  the  dense  curriculum, 
all  teachers  in  a  department  must  act 
together.  To  this  end,  teachers  constantly 
battle  against  insufficient  time  or  resourc¬ 
es.  Without  organization  and  direction 
from  the  departments,  the  already  daunt¬ 
ing  task  of  teaching  high  school  students 
would  become  nearly  impossible. 

The  importance  of  this  job  highlights 
why  the  lack  of  a  head  for  some  depart¬ 
ments  is  so  unfortunate.  The  responsibility 
of  providing  organization  and  direction 
normally  falls  to  the  department  chairs. 
Although  different  departments  have 
different  demands  on  their  heads,  the  job 
generally  entails  both  administrative  and 
executive  duties.  The  head  must  evaluate 
teachers,  help  them  obtain  the  resources 
they  need,  and  provide  a  connection  to  the 
head  master. 

Recent  budget  cuts  and  everpresent 
financial  pressures  have  made  it  difficult 
for  the  school  to  consistently  employ  as 
department  chair  someone  who  doesn’t 
teach  a  full  four  or  five  classes  each  day  A 
department  chair  usually  has  two  classes, 
which  helps  the  department  by  allowing  at 
least  two  teachers  in  that  department  to 


teach  foin  classes  instead  of  five,  a  slight 
difference  that  can  make  an  enormous 
change  in  workload,  especially  for  teachers 
of  AP  and  Honors  classes. 

The  effort  to  retain  as  much  support 
for  each  department  as  possible,  combined 
with  the  problems  arising  from  limited 
budgets,  bas  created  disparities  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  departments.  The  History  department, 
for  instance,  no  longer  has  a  chairperson, 
whereas  the  Math  department  has  two. 
The  current  situation  for  each  occurred 
after  the  retirement  of  the  former  depart¬ 
ment  chair.  After  the  History  department 
chair  retired,  no  one  was  hired  to  fill  the 
position.  Since  Ms.  Beverly  Mawn-Lion’s 
retirement  this  year,  Mr.  Gerald  Bilodeau 
and  Ms.  Betty  Davis  have  been  working 
together  to  fulfill  her  duties. 

Both  of  these  co-chairs,  however, 
continue  to  teach  four  classes.  Ms.  Davis 
is  also  a  floor  master.  In  addition  to  their 
regular  class  responsibilities,  they  share 
the  administrative  aspect  of  the  Math 
department:  arranging  substitutes,  setr 
ting  up  math  contests,  scheduling,  and 
organizing  Honors  courses.  As  part  of 
their  contract  with  the  union,  however, 
they  carmot  evaluate  other  teachers.  For 
this  reason,  Ms.  Lynne  Mooney-Teta  must 
now  evaluate  te.{ichers  in  the  Math  depart¬ 
ment  in  addition  to  her  responsibilities  as 
assistant  head  master. 

Department  Heads 
Continued  on  page  2 


Global  News  Tidbits 


»The  Arg:  is  looking  for  new  copy 
editing  associates!  If  you  like  to  write,  have 
strong  language  skills,  and  are  interested 
in  joining  the  Argo,  e-mail  Copy  Editing  at 
blsargo.copy@gmail.com  (Aiqgo) 

>>On  December  7,  a  man  from 
Northborough,  Massachusetts  returned  to 


the  Westborough  commuter  rail 
parking  lot  to  find  a  surprise  in  his 
accidentally  unlocked  car.  An  anony¬ 
mous  person  left  a  $15,000  three-stone  white 
diamond  ring  on  the  seat  of  his  car,  with  a 
note  that  read  “Merry  Christmas.  Thank  you 
for  leavingyour  car  door  unlocked.  Instead  of 
stealing  your  car,  I  gave  you  a  present.  Hope¬ 
fully  this  will  land  in  the  hands  of  someone 
you  love,  for  my  love  is  gone  now  Merry 


Christmas  to  you.”  The  man,  after  report¬ 
ing  it  to  the  piolice  upon  learning  it’s  value, 
decided  to  keep  the  ring.  (AP) 

»This  holiday  season,  the  main  of¬ 
fice  volunteers  and  the  Wollpack  Volunteers 
worked  together  under  the  coordination  of 
Jesse  Yang  (II)  to  collect  an  estimated  1,600 
pounds  of  canned  food.  The  cans  will  be 
donated  to  the  Shattuck  Shelter  in  Jamaica 


Plain.  (Argo) 

»A  teacher  from  Richardson,  Texas 
told  his  class  of  first  graders  that  Santa  Claus 
didn’t  exist.  After  several  angry  parents 
tailed  the  school  to  complain,  the  school 
district  forced  the  teacher  to  recant  his 
story.  Apparently,  the  teacher  heard  from 
Santa  himself  that  “the  spirit  of  the  holidays 
is  alive  and  well  ”  (AP) 
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production  week  is  that  it  can  happen 
at  the  worst  of  times.  This  past  week 
coincided  with  three  other  events  that 
were  nearly,  but  not  quite,  as  thrilling 
as  Production  Week.  First,  there  were 


News 


excited  college  decisions  for  the  seniors 
who  applied  early.  Second,  there  was  the 
lovely  Hobday  Concert.  Third,  there  was 
the  O.C.  on  Thursday  night.  Yes,  indeed, 
all  three  events  served  to  make  this 
past  production  week  particularly  time- 
consuming. 

This  issue  features  a  special 
article  on  Mark  Driscoll,  an  alumus  of  the 
Latin  School  and  a  producer  for  the  TV 
show if  Faith.  This  is  the  first  of  many 
alumni  interviews  that  wiU  be  in  the  Argo 
as  a  sample  of  what  alums  of  the  school 
continue  on  to  do  in  fife. 


Our  front  page  article  about 
theft  and  stealing  at  the  school  casts  fight 
on  a  very  prevalent  problem  at  Boston 
Latin  School  and  is  something  that  every 
student  should  read. 

Lastly,  on  be  half  of  the  entire 
Argo  staff,  I  would  like  to  wish  everyone 
a  safe,,  happy,  relaxing,  and  fun  holidays. 
And  to  seniors,  2006  is  almost  here! 
Happy  holidays  everyone! 

Ke  Zhang 
Editor-in-Chief 


Home  Room  235 

Rules!! 

Merry  Christmas 
And  Much  Love 

Grandma  P. 

Congratulations  on 
the  holiday  l)reak! 

Mmny  CjFiustimjas 
'BLS 

Students  +  Staff 

Joe  Qrafiam  +  JamiCy 

Merry  Christmas 
Happy  New  Year 

Love 

Grandma  P. 

AMOR. 

I  hope  you  have  a  good  vaca¬ 
tion,  see  you  when  I  get  back! 
-Jahir 

Mr.  Fulton 
is 

AWESOME! 

KIERAN 

KELLY 

Department  Heads 
Continued  from  page  i 

Essentially,  instead  of  hiring  a  new  head 
for  the  Math  department,  the  school  has 
assigned  the  job  to  three  current  staff 
members.  A  new  teacher,  Mr.  Sean  Duke- 
Crocker,  had  to  be  hired  to  take  up  the 
classes  Ms.  Davis  and  Mr.  Bilodeau  dropped 
in  order  to  handle  the  department’s 
administrative  duties. 

In  the  History  department,  however, 
the  head  post  was  dropped  and  no  one 
has  yet  been  hired  to  fill  it.  Currently, 
Mr.  Richard  Fulton  and  Ms.  Rutharm 
Russell  work  together  to  handle  the  chair’s 
responsibilities.  Ms.  Wendy  Holm  also 
helps  to  manage  the  Flistory  Department, 
though  not  as  chair. 

According  to  Ms.  Cornelia  Kelley  the 
reason  a  new  chair  has  not  been  hired  all 
comes  down  to  budget.  About  two  to  three 
years  ago,  there  was  a  12  percent  budget  cut, 
which  understandably  caused  enormous 
problems  for  the  school  Ms.  Kelley  found 
herself  in  an  unfavorable  position — 
dangerously  close  to  laying  someone  off. 


In  order  to  avoid  firing  anyone,  but  stiU 
balance  the  budget,  the  head  master  tried 
to  determine  which  burdens  could  be 
shifted  without  job  loss.  The  year  of  the 
cuts,  the  history  department  head  retired. 
By  simply  not  hiring  anyone  new  for  the 
job  and  transferring  the  responsibilities 
to  other  administrators,  she  could  avoid 
dismissing  anyone.  The  challenge  was  to 
reconfigure  while  still  providing  supervision 
and  evaluation  for  that  department.  To 
meet  this  challenge,  the  school  checked  the 
backgrounds  of  the  available  administrative 
team.  Since  Mr.  Fulton  and  Mrs.  Russell 
are  both  certified  in  hisiory  they  were 
given  the  responsibility  of  supervising  the 
History  department. 

Like  Ms.  MooneyTeta,  both  Mr. 
Fulton  and  Ms.  Russell  are  first  and 
foremost  assistant  head  masters.  And 
the  history  teachers  do  feel  the  absence 
of  a  single  department  chair  head.  These 
problems,  however,  are  not  currently 
serious.  As  the  History  department  does 
not  have  a  large  turnover  each  year,  the 
faculty  is  consistent  and  experienced. 
The  faculty  forms  a  “cohesive  group,” 


says  Ms.  Ana  Gomez,  and  does  not  need 
much  direction.  Meanwhile,  the  general 
sentiment  is  that  the  hiring  of  a  chair  for 
the  department  should  be  a  goal,  although 
not  at  the  cost  of  losing  anyone. 

Ms.  Kelley  shares  these  sentiments. 
If  the  budget  allows,  however,  a  head  for 
the  History  department  is  one  of  the 
most  crucial  priorities  of  the  school.  “The 
situation  is  never  ideal,”  she  says.  To  add 
to  concerns,  the  Boston  Public  Schools 
administration  will  soon  hold  a  meeting 
concerning  “probable  organization,”  which 
will  give  an  idea  ofwhere  our  school  will  fit 
in  terms  of  the  budget.  Recent  problems 
include  an  increase  in  energy  costs  and  the 
price  of  health  benefits.  Ms.  Kelley  predicts, 
“The  difficulties  will  be  problematic  as  to 
what  the  city  council  raises  as  a  budget.” 
Nevertheless,  the  administration’s  tricky 
balancing  act,  necessary  to  prevent  job  loss, 
“works  because  there  is  a  very  strong  work 
ethic  among  the  adults  here.”  The  teachers 
wiUing  to  stretch  their  duties  are  helping 
the  school  operate  to  the  furthest  extent 
possible  within  current  constraints. 
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BLS's  Early  Admissions 


By  Monica  Mleczko,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Many  Boston  Latin  School  se¬ 
niors  this  past  week  anxiously  awaited 
the  decision  of  a  lifetime.  For  the  112 
students  who  applied  early  to  a  college, 
the  wait  was  grueling.  Why  did  so  many 
decide  to  apply  early  this  year?  A  large 
number,  30  percent,  of  the  Boston 
Latin  seniors  applied  early.  Twenty-six 
percent  of  the  112  had  applied  to  Har¬ 
vard.  Boston  College,  where  13  students 
applied,  was  the  second  most  popular 
school  for  Early  Action.  Early  Decision 
applicants,  who  are  bound  by  their 
admission,  numbered  far  fewer  than 
their  early  action  counterparts:  24  as 
opposed  to  88. 

There  has  been  a  significant  na¬ 
tional  increase  in  early  applications  in 
the  past  few  years.  Early  admissions 
used  to  be  solely  for  nearly  perfect 
students  who  knew  exactly  where  they 
wanted  to  go.  Relics  of  this  trend  still 
remain — applicants  are  still  very  quali¬ 
fied  and  many  apply  early  to  their  first 
choice  school.  Now  there  are  other 
reasons,  as  new  strategies  influence  our 
steps  in  the  college  process. 

When  speaking  about  early  ad¬ 
missions,  guidance  counselors  and 
other  mentors  stress  that  the  student 
must  genuinely  want  to  go  to  that 
college.  But  is  the  college  to  which 
the  student  applies  always  his  or  her 
first  choice?  Not  necessarily.  Some 
recognize  the  perks  of  applying  early 


and  take  advantage  of  it.  One  student 
says  of  her  choice  to  apply  to  Harvard 
rather  than  her  first  choice  school,  “I 
applied  because  one,  I  [would  have 
been]  forced  to  apply  anyway  and  two, 
I  might  as  well  get  my  money’s  worth 
and  increase  my  chances.” 

It  is  not  unusual  for  many  force¬ 
ful  Latin  School  parents  to  override 
their  child’s  voice  in  a  process  usu¬ 
ally  revered  as  one  that  is  ultimately 
the  student’s  choice.  This  leads  some 
unwilling  applicants  to  hope  that  a 
deferral  will  give  them  the  opportunity 
to  go  somewhere  they  truly  want  to  go. 
Failure  would  be  the  ultimate  release 
from  their  parents’  clutches. 

Then  there  is  always  the  pres¬ 
sure.  Many  feel  a  push  to  apply  early 
just  to  apply  early.  It’s  a  distinct  form 
of  peer  pressure,  the  inner  voice  echo¬ 
ing,  “should  I  apply  early?”  Whispers 
of  benefits  circulate  widely  and  many 
other  members  of  Class  I  are  hoping 
to  officially  adopt  senioritis  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  But  one  careless  decision  can  have 
many  unanticipated  consequences.  One 
student  applied  early  to  her  top  choice 
at  the  time,  but  later  announced,  “I 
changed  my  mind.  I  don’t  know  if  I 
want  to  go  there  anymore.” 

There  is  a  noted  benefit  to  apply¬ 
ing  to  many  local  colleges  as  a  student 
from  the  prestigious  Boston  Latin 
School.  Aileen  Ng  (I)  was  undecided  on 
college  until  she  visited  a  friend  cur¬ 
rently  attending  Harvard.  The  friend 
stressed  that  Ng  should  apply  early 


because  “the  chances  are  like  six  times 
higher.”  Although  Ng  admitted  that  she 
realized  this  was  an  exaggeration,  she 
eventually  chose  to  apply  early. 

Few  colleges  now  admit  that  there 
is  a  significant  advantage  for  early  appli¬ 
cants.  Latin  School  students  recognize 
this.  Boston  College  even  specifies  that 
its  early  action  admissions  are  more 
selective  because  it  will  fill  only  30 
percent  of  the  class  with  early  admit¬ 
ted  students.  Harvard  says  that  there  is 
no  advantage  or  disadvantage,  but  that 
students  should  only  apply  early  if  it 
is  their  first  choice  and  they  are  quali¬ 
fied.  Harvard  even  advocates  for  regular 
decision  because  it  gives  the  applicant 
more  time  to  polish  a  resume,  be  more 
certain  of  a  top  choice,  and  complete 
the  application  well.  A  student  who 
eventually  opted  out  of  applying  to 
Brown  early  took  this  message  to  heart, 
saying  “I  didn’t  apply  because  I  didn’t 
think  I  would  get  in  and  I  wasn’t  ready 
with  my  stuff” 

Another  early  applicant  said, 
“the  stats  speak  for  themselves,”  when 
discussing  some  colleges’  refusals  to 
admit  benefits.  For  the  Class  of  2009 
at  Harvard,  21.2  percent  of  the  early 
applicant  pool  was  admitted  versus  9.2 
percent  of  the  total.  Many  assert  that 
because  almost  half  the  class  is  already 
filled  by  the  time  regular  decisions 
come  along,  the  admit  rate  for  regular  is 
significantly  lower  than  it  appears.  For¬ 
ty-two  percent  of  the  Class  of  2009  was 
composed  of  early  action  applicants. 


The  recalculated  admit-rate  for  regu¬ 
lars  is  6.5  percent.  Harvard  does  not 
deny  this  but  counters  that  the  early 
pool  is  highly  competitive  and  filled 
with  amazing  students  who  had  all 
their  credentials  prepared.  When  these 
statistics  are  presented,  one  could  also 
simply  interpret  that  an  overwhelming 
amount  of  athletes  or  legacies  accepted 
early  skew  the  percentage. 

Strategy  drowns  out  desire  for 
many  Latin  School  students.  Rumors 
circulate  in  junior  and  senior  year  that 
certain  colleges  “don’t  like”  accepting 
Latin  School  students.  Then,  a  question 
arises:  why  apply  early  to  such  schools? 
A  particular  student  last  year  presented 
an  interesting  idea  about  the  colleges 
in  the  Ivy  League.  He  divided  them 
into  two  tiers,  and  said  not  to  apply  to 
both.  Each  tier  will  gauge  your  chances 
in  the  Ivy  system  and  will  not  accept 
you  if  it  believes  you  will  be  accepted 
by  the  other  tier  and  if  there  is  a  pos¬ 
sibility  that  you  will  actually  choose 
to  go  there.  Some  students  even  apply 
to  more  than  one  college  if  their  early 
school  isn’t  Single  Choice  Early  Action. 
There  are,  however,  students  who  will 
follow  their  hearts  and  apply  to  where 
they  genuinely  want  to  go. 

Those  students  who  received  ac¬ 
ceptance  letters  from  their  early  col¬ 
leges  are  lucky,  if  only  in  avoiding  the 
stress  and  hassle  of  additional  applica¬ 
tions.  But  whether,  after  everything, 
it  was  worth  it,  is  a  question  to  which 
every  senior  has  a  different  answer. 


New  Oldest  School? 


Religious  Holidays 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  II 
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It  is  well  known  that  the  motto  of 
the  Boston  Latin  School  is  “Sumus  Pri- 
mi,”  referring  not  only  to  its  prestigious 
academic  record,  but  also  to  its  status 
as  the  oldest  public  school  in  America. 
Or  is  it?  The  Dedham  Public  Schools’ 
website  reads  “Home  of  America’s  First 
Tax-Supporjed,  Free  Public  School.”  On 
a  sign  beside  a  road  entering  the  town  of 
Rehoboth,  it  says  “Birthplace  of  Public 
Education  in  North  America.”  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  head  master,  Ms.  Kelley,  how¬ 
ever,  these  claims  are  “pie  in  the  sky.” 

Public  schools  in  Dedham  and 
Rehoboth  were  founded  in  1644  and 
1643,  respectively.  But  there  are  docu¬ 
ments  that  have  been  identified  and 
found  to  confirm  that  a  public  meeting 
in  April  of  1635  indicated  the  desire  to 
estabhsh  a  grammar  school  in  Boston, 
and,  later  that  month,  Philemon  Poi- 
mort  was  asked  to  be  the  first  master 
of  the  Public  Latin  School.  While  it  is 
clear  that  Boston  Latin  was  founded  first 
chronologically,  its  status  as  the  oldest 
“free,”  “public”  school  in  “continuous 
existence”  is  questioned. 

Dedham  and  Rehoboth  make  the 
point  that  they  were  “so  committed 
to  public  education  that  they  voted 
to  make  everyone  pay  for  it,”  says  Ms. 
Curtner,  archivist  for  Boston  Latin. 
While  those  public  schools  were  funded 
by  taxes  created  specifically  for  that 
purpose,  Boston  Latin  was  funded  by 
revenue  generated  by  a  tax  placed  on 
the  lease  of  property  on  the  Boston 
Harbor  Islands. 

Originally,  there  was  no  entrance 
exam.  To  be  accepted  into  the  school 
(which  followed  the  English  style  of 
education,  with  an  emphasis  on  the 
classics),  prospective  pupils  would  go 
before  the  master,  answer  his  questions. 


and  gain  admittance  by  sufficiently 
impressing  him.  Students  often  began 
attending  Latin  School  around  the  age 
of  ten.  Thus,  students  entering  Harvard 
College  (founded  in  1636  to  provide 
an  opportunity  for  higher  education 
to  Boston  Latin  School  boys)  at  age 
15  were  not  uncommon.  Latin  School 
would  not  become  a  high  school  for 
many  more  years. 

Though  there  is  little  question 
that  the  school,  founded  by  Puritans 
seeking  religious  tolerance,  was  non¬ 
sectarian,  the  extent  to  which  the  “Pub¬ 
lic  Latin  School”  actually  was  public  is 
also  up  for  debate.  Arguments  over  the 
actual  meaning  of  “public”  education 
have  popped  up  from  time  to  time  from 
as  early  as  the  1860s. 

While  the  Boston  Latin  com¬ 
munity  is  assured  of  its  position  when 
its  arguments  are  placed  beside  those 
of  the  public  schools  of  lesserknown 
towns,  the  position  of  Roxbury  Latin  is 
most  irksome.  Though  Roxbury  Latin 
did  not  open  until  1645,  iltey  claim 
to  be  the  oldest  school  in  continuous 
existence.  The  Public  Latin  School  sus¬ 
pended  classes  during  the  revolutionary 
war — responding  to  resounding  ^depo- 
nite  libros"  from  the  head  master — and 
their  boys  spread  ashes  on  School  Street 
from  the  school’s  fireplaces  to  prevent 
the  British  cannons  from  rolling  up 
State  House  Hill.  Roxbury  Latin  stayed 
open.  “But  they  were  loyal  to  the  Brit¬ 
ish;  what  does  that  tell  you?”  challenges 
Ms.  Kelley. 

But  just  what  is  all  the  fuss  about? 
According  to  Ms.  Curtner,  “everyone 
wants  to  be  first,  everyone  is  clamoring 
desperately  to  be  first.”  But  just  because 
another  school  is  eager  for  the  prestige 
that  comes  with  being  the  first  public 
school  in  America  does  not  mean  that 
it  is.  “They’re  looking  for  glory  that  just 
isn’t  there,”  Ms.  Kelley  says. 


By  Katie  Harrison,  II 
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North  American  Muslims,  includ¬ 
ing  those  at  Boston  Latin  School,  were 
faced  with  a  quandary  in  early  November. 
This  year,  the  month-long  observation  of 
Ramadan  began  on  October  4,  or  accord¬ 
ing  to  some,  the  following  day.  The  same 
confusion  circulated  around  the  date  of 
the  Eid  ul-Fitr,  the  first  day  of  the  next 
month  of  the  lunar  calendar.  It  is  marked 
by  festivities,  prayer,  and  renewed  com¬ 
munity  sentiments.  Observant  Muslims 
may  take  off  school  and  work  for  this 
holiday.  This  year,  Boston  Public  Schools 
(BPS)  noted  the  Eid  ul-Fitr  as  November 
4,  while  many  local  MusUms  celebrated 
on  the  third. 

There  is  disagreement  over  when, 
exactly,  the  dates  for  the  first  night  of 
Ramadan  and  Eid  ul-Fitr  fall.  The  lunar 
calendar,  on  which  the  Muslim  hoUdays 
are  scheduled,  is  not  synchronized  with 
the  solar,  Gregorian  calendar,  which  runs 
from  January  to  December,  and  thus 
dates  for  lunar  months  vary  each  year. 
New  months  are  marked  by  the  sighting 
of  the  crescent  moon,  but  opinions  vary 
on  where  the  moon  must  be  sighted.  The 
moon  is  high  over  Mecca,  Saudi  Arabia, 
at  a  different  time  than  over  the  United 
States,  and  thus  Muslims  around  the  world 
can  be  out  of  sync  with  one  another.  Many 
Muslims  take  this  moonrise  over  Mecca  as 
universal,  for  the  sake  of  unity  and  con¬ 
tinuity.  Tasneem  Khan  (II)  said  that  her 
family  celebrated  the  Eid  on  November 
3,  according  to  the  Saudi  announcement, 
which  her  mosque  follows. 

But  the  BPS  calendar  (as  well  as 
Latin  School’s)  recognized  November  4 
as  a  reUgious  holiday.  There  was,  however, 
confusion  within  the  MusUm  community 
over  which  date  was  correct,  due  to  debate 
oyer  when  the  moon  would  rise  over  the 
.United  States.  Eventually,  many  Muslims, 


though  not  all,  marked  the  Eid  on  No¬ 
vember  3,  including  Fatima  Litim  (I).  Even 
though  the  BPS  and  Boston  Latin  were 
not  entirely  correct  about  the  date  of  the 
Eid,  Fatima  was  not  offended  because  she 
“didn’t  feel  that  it  was  the  school’s  respon¬ 
sibility  to  figure  out  when  the  Eid  was, 
because  the  date  isn’t  determined  until 
the  last  minute.”  But  she  also  added  that 
she  “never  goes  by  the  school’s  agenda, 
because  they  aren’t  always  correctly 
informed.”  Instead  of  blindly  accepting 
the  BPS’s  policies,  Fatima  suggested  that 
Latin  School  “follow  the  decisions  of  the 
mosque  in  its  area.” 

Tasneem  is  currently  trying  to  make 
sure  she  is  marked  constructively  present 
(CP)  for  the  rehgious  holiday  on  which  she 
was  absent,  but  she  says  that  some  of  her 
teachers  were  unsure  whether  she  can  be 
coimted  CP  for  this  day.  Students  absent 
on  rehgious  and  cultural  hohdays  are  to 
be  coimted  CP  and  thus  have  a  chance 
to  make  up  their  work,  according  to  BPS 
pohcy.  Tests  are  not  to  be  scheduled  on 
these  days.  Students  tend  to  be  leery 
about  this  claim,  however.  Henry  Qin  (II) 
and  Jieyu  Jiang  (II)  said  that  they  do  not 
miss  school  on  Asian  New  Year,  because 
they  are  afraid  of  missing  work  that  can¬ 
not  be  made  up.  Jieyu  also  mentioned  that 
instead  of  falling  on  the  hoUday,  tests  “all 
pile  up  on  one  day,”  the  day  after. 

Clearly,  the  system  of  deaUng  with 
rehgious  and  cultural  hohdays  is  not  per 
feet.  ActuaUy  determining  the  dates,  in 
addition  to  devising  a  set  of  rules  to  deal 
with  every  student  for  every  hohday,  leaves 
much  room  for  error.  As  Fatima  Litim 
says,  the  BPS  “has  to  put  so  many  hohdays 
in  that  it  is  easy  to  make  mistakes.”  The 
School  Parent  Council  recently  decided 
to  create  a  sub-committee,  chaired  by 
David  Wean,  to  address  hohdays.  Perhaps 
this  committee  whl  finaUy  improve  the 
way  Boston  Latin  regulates  rehgious  and 
cultural  hohdays. 
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By  Sophia  Finfer,  I 

CONTRIBITTOG  WRITER 


Bob  Woodward  and  Carl  Bernstein, 
former  Washington  Post  reporters  who 
famously  exposed  the  details  of  the  Wa¬ 
tergate  scandal  in  the  early  1970s,  are  two 
of  the  most  prominent  journalistic  figures 
of  our  time.  Throughout  Watergate,  the 
two  used  numerous  confidential  sources, 
without  which  their  investigation  would  not 
have  succeeded.  The  most  famous  of  these 
sources  was  given  the  name  Deep  Throat; 
Wxxhvard  and  Bernstein  kept  the  secret  of 
his  identity  for  thirty  years.  Earlier  this  year 
Mark  Felt,  the  former  number  two  man  at 
the  FBI,  finally  revealed  himself 

The  issue  of  anonymous  sources  has 
been  highly  controversial  of  late,  notably 
with  regard  to  New  Ibrk  Times  journalist  Ju- 

Thieves 
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Notably,  within  this  sample  group,  n  per 
cent  admitted  that  they  themselves  were 
guilty  of  theft.  While  no  lowerclassmen 
professed  to  having  criminally  obtained  any 
items,  the  statistics  from  the  survey  suggest 
that  the  number  of  thieves  increases  with 
each  grade. 

Mr.  Flynn,  although  he  acknowledges 
the  problem,  refutes  the  idea  that  Boston 
Latin  is  experiencing  an  epidemic  of  theft. 
He  recounted  that  while  15  cases  of  stolen 
goods  have  been  officially  reported  since 
the  beginning  of  this  school  year,  six  of 
them  were  committed  on  November  9  by 
several  students  who  were  quickly  caught. 
Items  such  as  a  NOMAD  Jukebox  and  a 
Razr  V3  Motorola  cell  phone  were  ulti¬ 
mately  returned  to  their  rightful  owners. 
“There  have  been  no  other  incidences  of 
theft  reported  since  then,”  Mr.  Flynn  noted. 
Furthermore,  he  estimated  that  on  average, 
the  school  manages  to  retrieve  30  to  40 
piercent  of  the  stolen  possessions  through 
detailed  investigation.  When  a  student  is 
suspected  of  theft.  Officer  Alanuel  Duran 
and  Mr.  Flynn  work  together  to  monitor  his 
or  her  behavior  aroimd  the  school. 

Mr.  John  McDonough,  the  depart- 
ment  head  of  physical  education,  attested 
to  the  fact  that  rate  of  theft  in  the  locker 
rooms  is  also  lower  than  many  suppose. 
He  stated  that  while  theft  inevitably  hap¬ 
pens,  occurrences  are  generally  rare  and 
individual  events  tend  to  be  blown  out  of 
proportion.  “I’ve  worked  at  some  of  the 
other  schools  in  Boston,  so  I’ve  been  on  the 
other  side  of  the  fence,”  he  added.  “BLS  is 
sheltered.  Here,  {the  culprits)  are  a  small 
minority  of  kids  doing  the  wrong  thing.” 
Mr.  McDonough  went  on  to  say  that  as 
theft  is  nevertheless  a  reality,  aU  students 
are  advised  at  the  beginning  of  every  year 
on  how  to  secure  their  belongings.  “There 
are  thieves  among  us,”  he  said.  “{That’s 
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dith  Miller  and  her  alleged  leak.  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Dick  Cheney’s  former  Chief  of  Staff 
Lewis  “Scooter”  Libby.  At  Harvard’s  JFK  Jr. 
Forum  on  Monday,  December  5,  Woodward 
and  Bernstein,  along  with  moderator  Alex 
S.  Jones,  discussed  confidentiality  and  its 
consequences. 

The  title  of  the  forum  was  “Anony¬ 
mous  Sources:  Lessons  Learned,”  and 
it  did  not  take  long  for  the  two  to  voice 
their  opinions.  From  the  very  start  of  the 
evening,  both  made  it  absolutely  clear  that 
they  would  never  reveal  the  identity  of  a 
source  to  whom  they  had  promised  ano¬ 
nymity;  they  consider  such  an  agreement 
to  be  a  verbal  contract,  which  cannot  be 
broken  unless  dishonesty  is  discovered  on 
the  source’s  part. 

Keeping  the  identity  of  sources  con¬ 
fidential  is  an  important  and  often  crucial 
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aspect  of  journalism.  Watergate  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  this;  many  of  the  reporters’ 
sources  were  nervous  about  disclosing 
information,  and  would  never  have  done 
so  without  the  promise  of  confidentiality 
Anonymity  continues  to  play  a  vital  role  in 
journalism,  especially  at  a  time  when  report- 
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why)  we  get  the  kids  in  the  gym...  and  we 
teU  them,  bring  a  lock  to  the  locker  room. 
Don’t  bring  valuables  to  school.  Take  care 
of  your  stuff.  This  isn’t  anything  new.” 

In  cases  where  items  were  stolen  di- 
recdy  from  students’  lockers,  an  improperly 
secured  lock  is  usually  to  blame.  Members 
of  the  faculty,  however,  believe  that  those 
instances  happen  less  frequendy  in  com¬ 
parison  to  negligence.  “If  someone  forgets  a 
book  in  the  lunch  room,  and  they  never  get 
it  back,  is  it  lost  or  is  it  stolen?”  Mr.  Flynn 
asked.  He  emphasized  that  students  are 
constandy  told  and  required  to  be  mindful, 
especially  when  it  comes  to  keeping  one’s 
locker  combination  confidential.  “It  is  part 
of  the  student’s  responsibility  {to  protect 
their  things].” 

Parents,  nevertheless,  are  not  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  current  situation.  Along  with 
the  existence  of  thievery,  the  motivations 
behind  the  thefts  are  also  a  source  of  seri¬ 
ous  concern.  In  one  post,  Ms.  Principi 
discussed  the  disturbing  trend  of  students 
illegitimately  obtaining  textbooks  so  as  to 
be  able  to  conveniently  peruse  a  second  set 
of  materials  at  home,  or  to  replace  lost  ones. 
“I  was  shocked  at  what  seemed  to  me  to  be 
a  climate  of  each  student  for  him  or  herself,” 
one  parent  expressed  on  the  listserv.  In  the 
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survey,  students  were  asked  if,  hypotheti¬ 
cally,  they  would  take  an  abandoned  book 
they  found  in  the  hallway  for  their  own  use. 
The  survey  foxmd  that  30  percent  replied  in 
the  affirmative.  Under  the  question,  a  Class 
III  student  scribbled,  “Finders  keepers.” 

Administrators,  too,  are  aware  of 
this  type  of  mindset  that  certain  students 
possess  and  the  worst  manifestations  of  it. 
“The  thing  that  bothers  me  most  about 
theft  in  this  school  is  that  people  are  steal¬ 
ing  to  sell  these  things  {to  other  students},” 
Mr.  Flynn  declared,  referring  to  the  process 
in  which  thieves  steal  specifically  for  the 
intent  of  reselling  the  stolen  goods  back 
to  members  of  the  Boston  Latin  com¬ 
munity  at  steeply  discounted  prices.  “It’s 
like  an  underground  market,”  explained  a 
member  of  Class  II.  “People  can  get  iPod 
Minis  for  S50.  When  I  lost  my  calculator, 
I  just  bought  another  one  for  $20.”  While 
few  other  students  confessed  to  having 
bought  something  off  the  “underground 
market,”  42  percent  responded  in  the 
survey  that  they  knew  the  identity  of  a 
thief  Although  students  have  aided  in  ap¬ 
prehending  guilty  individuals  in  the  past 
through  their  divulging  of  suspects’  names 
and  descriptions,  many  choose  to  remain 
silent.  School  officials  such  as  Mr.  Flynn 
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ers  like  Judith  Miller  are  being  threatened 
(and  sometimes  penalized)  with  jail  time 
for  refusing  to  identify  their  sources.  Other 
issues  that  were  touched  upon  during  the 
evening  were  the  current  and  future  state 
of  the  American  media,  for  which  Bernstein 
expressed  concern,  and  the  parallels  that 
have  been  drawn  between  the  current  ad¬ 
ministration  and  that  of  Richard  Nixon. 

Although  both  men  shared  humorous 
stories  from  their  Watergate  days  through¬ 
out  the  evening,  their  convictions  were 
clear.  Many  journalists  rely  on  anonymous 
sources  for  confidential  information  that 
has  the  power  to  save  Uves.  The  sources,  in 
turn,  rely  on  the  journalists  in  whom  they 
confide  for  their  safety  and  social  standing. 
According  to  Woodward  and  Bernstein, 
this  partnership  should  not  be  called  into 
question. 

expressed  their  concern  that  this  mutual 
agreement  between  the  unscrupulous  sell¬ 
ers  and  buyers,  as  well  as  the  students  who 
are  not  directly  involved  but  hold  valuable 
knowledge,  will  only  increase  theft. 

In  response  to  the  concerns  of  par 
ents  in  the  past  months,  both  the  School 
Parent  Council  and  the  School  Site  Council 
have  met  and  deliberated  on  this  issue.  The 
School  Site  Council  is  in  the  process  of 
forming  a  subcommittee  that  will  resemble 
the  Honor  Code  Committee  (created  three 
years  ago  in  an  attempt  to  address  ethical 
matters,  the  foremost  being  cheating,  at 
Boston  Latin  SchooD.  Head  Master  Cor 
neha  Kelley  one  of  the  two  co-chairs  of  the 
School  Site  Council,  stated  in  an  interview 
that  this  subcommittee  will  most  likely  be 
composed  of  a  diverse  group  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  parents,  students,  teachers,  and 
administrators.  Once  instated,  the  sub¬ 
committee  will  examine  suggestions  that 
parents  have  made  and  eventually  propose 
a  plan  for  the  prevention  and  elimination 
of  theft.  Parents  advocated  on  the  listserv 
for  a  more  strict  enforcement  of  checking 
book  numbers  both  sporadically  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  which  they  believe  may 
hinder  book  thieves.  Additionally,  some 
suggested  emphasizing  moral  values  at 
school  to  students,  and  educating  teach¬ 
ers  on  paying  adequate  attention  to  and 
properly  handling  in-class  thefts.  There 
have  also  been  requests  for  the  thefts  to  be 
summarized  yearly,  with  specific  plans  for 
action  developed  to  target  the  problem. 

For  the  time  being,  Latin  School 
faculty  members  recommend  that  students 
practice  precaution.  In  the  case  of  theft, 
students  should  immediately  file  a  report  in 
the  main  office.  This  allows  for  the  initia¬ 
tion  of  investigation,  and  helps  to  identity 
the  owners  of  a  recovered  items.  Students 
should  not  neglect  to  check  the  Lost  and 
Found,  as  many  “stolen”  goods  have  been 
discovered  there  and  thus  reclaimed  in 
the  past. 


Merry  Christmas 

ALBENO 

BERBERI 


We  are  proud  of  you 
JOHN 

Keep  up  the  good  work 

love  Mom,  Dad,  Julie 
Nene 
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By  Barry  Tomasini,  II 

Staff  Writer 


In  order  to  understand  why  euphemisms  such  as 
“Happy  Holidays”  need  to  be  used  instead  of  specific 
and  exclusive  phrases  like  “Merry  Christmas,”  take  into 
consideration  the  word  of  our  old  friend,  Daniel  Webster. 
Merriam-Webster’s  dictionary  states  that  the  etymology 
of  Christmas  is  from  the  Middle  English  Christemasse,  and 
from  the  Old  English  Cristes  masse,  which  means,  literally, 
Christ’s  mass.  It  is'defined  as  “a  Christian  feast  on  Decem¬ 
ber  25  or  among  some  Eastern  Orthodox  on  January  7  that 
commemorates  the  birth  of  Christ  and  is  usually  observed 
as  a  legal  holiday.” 

“Christ’s  mass.^”  “The  birth  of  Christ?”  Isn’t  it  a  little 
odd  that  we’re  universally — and  legally — supposed  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  birth  of  someone  Jews  and  Muslims  don’t  even 
see  as  significant?  We  do  not  live  in  a  homogenous  society: 
America  is  composed  of  people  with  many  different  reli¬ 
gions,  cultural  practices,  and  traditions.  Furthermore,  in 
the  U.S.  we  pride  ourselves  on  our  supposed  separation  of 
church  and  state.  How  does  legally  celebrating  a  holiday 
that  essentially  excludes  the  beliefs  of  many  enforce  this 
separation?  Really,  changing  our  “Christmas”  celebrations 
to  “Holiday”  parties  is  simply  the  right  thing  to  do. 

People  everywhere  are  referring  to  this  common 
courtesy  of  converting  Christmas-specific  terms  into  more 
universal  labels  as  “the  War  on  Christmas.”  This  is  a  huge 
misconception.  War  is  brutal,  dangerous.  War  is  in  Iraq, 
where  it  is  estimated  that  between  27,383  and  30,892  people 
have  died  on  account  of  the  fighting.  Just  think  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  about  how  completely  disrespectful  it  is  to  those  who 
have  lost  their  lives  in  any  real  war  to  call  this  simple  polite¬ 
ness  a  “war.”  Who’s  the  victim?  Whom  does  this  hurt? 

Not  that  every  religious  symbol  should  be  completely 
eradicated.  Nor  should  people  stop  celebrating  their  own 
personal  religious  traditions.  However,  such  religion  should 
not  be  forced  on  the  public  at  large.  Admittedly,  calling  the 
tree  at  Copley  Place  a  “Holiday  tree”  is  a  little  extrenje. 
Christmas  trees  are  such  a  traditional  visual  symbol  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  Christmas  that  changing  their  name  now  would 
definitely  not  catch  on:  they  would  still  remain  Christmas 
trees  forever.  However,  what  is  so  wrong  with  calling  winter 
concerts  “Holiday  concerts,”  for  example,  given  the  diverse 
audience  in  attendance?  What  is  so  wrong  with  President 
Bush  sending  out  holiday  cards  to  his  supporters,  wishing 
them  a  “Happy  Holiday”  rather  than  a  “Merry  Christmas” 
or  “Happy  Hanukkah”?  When  I  give  gifts  this  year,  I  am 
going  to  be  giving  gifts  to  people  who  are  Jewish,  people 
who  don’t  celebrate  Christmas,  people  who  are  not  reli¬ 
gious.  I  give  gifts  to  people  because  I  care  about  them,  not 
to  celebrate  a  specific  holiday.  Not  only  would  it  be  rude 
and  selfish  for  me  to  give  them  a  “Christmas”  gift,  it  would 
defeat  the  purpose. 

To  all  Christian  readers  who  may  be  opposed  to  this 
view:  what  if  it  were  reversed?  How  would  you  feel  if  it 
were  common  to  say  “Merry  Kwanzaa”  and  not  “Merry 
Christmas?”  Would  you  feel  welcome?  I  celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas,  and  I  know  that  if  everyone  were  wishing  me  a  “Merry 
Hanukkah,”  I  would  feel  pretty  excluded.  Knowing  that, 
how  could  I  possibly  justify  using  any  religiously  specific 
holiday  well-wishing?  It  could  be  very  offensive  to  someone 
who  does  not  believe  in  Jesus  as  being  the  Christ,  and  do 
you  really  want  to  frustrate  someone  over  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son?  I  don’t  think  Jesus  would  mind  if  you  wish  your  pals  a 
Happy  Holidays,  and  if  you  feel  so  moved,  go  sing  “Happy 
Birthday”  in  the  corner. 


By  Lauren  Makholm,  I 

Staff  Writer 


“O  holiday  tree,  O  hohday  tree...” 

Who  could  forget  this  great  musical  classic?  As  far  as  time¬ 
less  chorals  go,  there  is  clearly  something  missing.  First  of  aU,  this 
reworking  of  “O  Christmas  Tree”  just  has  the  wrong  number  of 
syllables.  Secondly,  why  take  something  that  is  a  symbol  of  Christ¬ 
mas  and  completely  de-religious-ize  it?  With  “Holiday  Trees” 
and  red-and-green  holly-bedecked  “Hohday  Cards”  popping  up 
everywhere,  that’s  exactly  what  seems  to  be  happening.  There 
is  nothing  wrong  with  being  truly  general  and  saying  “Happy 
Hohdays”  instead  of  “Merry  Christmas”  or  “Happy  H^ukkah.” 
But  when  all  the  trappings  of  reUgion  are  maintained,  and  only 
the  name  is  changed,  the  trend  becomes  ridiculous.  Renaming  an 
obvious  rehgious  symbol  simply  for  the  sake  of  so-called  pohti- 
cal  correctness  and  diversity  is  simply  crazy  What  next?  Is  the 
menorah  going  to  become  a  “hohday  candle”? 

People  these  days  are  constantly  worried  about  accept¬ 
ing  others’  differences.  Trying  not  to  be  overtly  offensive  is 
important,  but  sometimes,  trying  too  hard  becomes  ridiculous. 
Afaking  Christmas  carols  less  Christmas-y  would  be  like  chang¬ 
ing  “history”  to  “herstory,”  to  make  the  term  supposedly  less 
genderspecific.  I  would  much  rather  sing  “Glory  to  the  nev^orn 
king...”  than  “Glory  to  the  Christ-child  bring!”  Sometimes  trying 
to  be  pohtically  correct  isn’t  correct,  it’s  just  annoying.  We  all 
need  to  accept  that  Jesus  was  a  guy,  and  that  Christmas  is  about 
his  birth. 

This  is  especiaUy  important  around  the  December  hohdays. 
FundamentaUy  this  is  one  of  the  most  rehgious  times  of  year  for 
both  the  Jewish  and  Christian  faiths.  For  Christians,  December 
25  is  a  celebration  of  the  birth  ofjesus,  the  son  of  God.  For  Jews, 
Haimukah  (which  takes  place  on  the  25th  day  of  the  Jewish  month 
of  Kislev)  is  a  celebration  of  the  triumph  of  the  Jewish  faith  and 
power  of  God.  Despite  its  pious  beginnings,  this  time  of  year  has 
become  secularized  and  materiahstic,  devoted  more  to  presents, 
parties,  and  personal  gain  than  to  its  spiritual  origins.  What  is 
wrong  with  reminding  people  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  hohday 
season?  Changing  “Christmas  Tree”  to  “Hohday  Tree”  only  for 
thers  the  removal  of  rehgion  from  this  time  of  year. 

Let’s  just  cah  a  spade  a  spade!  Yes,  this  may  be  the  “hohday 
season”  but  that  doesn’t  mean  we  should  obhterate  specific  sym¬ 
bols  associated  with  each  hohday.  Christmas  trees  are  obviously 
attached  to  Christmas,  which  is  inextricably  intertwined  with 
Chnstiamty  No  one  is  about  to  say  that  menorahs  are  universally 
apphcable. 

Anyways,  even  if  the  name  were  changed  to  “hohday  tree,” 
this  new  tide  would  not  alter  the  Christmas  tree’s  fundamental 
identity  Like  with  the  case  of  “freedom  fries,”  we  know  behind 
these  fries’  exterior  of  hberty  justice  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
that  they  are  fundamentahy  stiU  French  fries  (even  if  they  ivere 
invented  in  Belgium).  We  still  know  deep  down  that  this  “Hohday 
Tree  is,  in  fact,  a  Christmas  tree.  That’s  what  it  has  always  been, 
and  there  is  nothing  now  that  is  going  to  change  its  identity. 

The  majority  of  people  also  beheve  that  the  idea  of  renam¬ 
ing  these  symbols  is,  quite  frankly,  stupid.  In  an  informal  poU 
taken  in  my  Spamsh  class,  nine  people  were  against  the  idea  of  a 
“Hohday  Tree,”  and  only  one  thought  that  such  pohtically  correct, 
generic  renaming  was  a  good  idea.  This  works  to  iUustrate  that, 
no  matter  if  the  term  “Hohday  Tree”  were  officiaUy  adopted,  it 
would  never  catch  on.  Too  many  people  associate  that  triangular 
pine  tree  with  the  Christmas  season.  The  two  pine  trees  and  the 
Christmas  hohday  are  linked,  and  that  link  wih  never  be  broken 
in  the  pubhc  mind.  The  one  person  I  polled  who  told  me  that  she 
was  for  hohday  trees,  said,  “If  they  reaUy  want  to  cah  it  that,  then 
let  them  have  their  little  victory.  ''Xfe  wih  cah  it  whatever  at  home;  ■ 

I  m  Christian,  I  wih  say  Christmas  tree  at  home  anyways.” 
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Question 

Would  you  rather  go  to  a  “Christmas” 
party  or  a  “holidi^  party? 


“I  would  go  to  a  Christmas  party 
because  political  correctness  is  unnec¬ 
essary  I  don’t  attend  hohday  parties  at 
Christmastime.” 

—Jackie  Sulhvan,  I 


“Holiday  parties  and  Christmas 
parties  are  the  same.  They’re  both  fes¬ 
tive  occasions.  I  guess  you  can  cah  it 
a  Hohday  party  if  you  want  to  make 
everyone  happy” 

— Rafael  Hernandez,  II 


“I  would  rather  go  to  a  holiday 
party,  because  it  includes  every  reli¬ 
gion.  No  one  would  be  excluded  from 
festivites.” 

— Allegra  Fletcher,  III 


“It  doesn’t  really  matter.  It  is  the 
same  thing  excpet  that  it  is  whether  the 
people  are  rehgious  or  not.” 

—  Cyrus  Liu,  IV 


“I  would  rather  go  to  a  Christmas 
party  because  fhats  what  its  always  been. 
It  shouldn’t  have  to  change.” 

— Joe  Hartigan,  V 


“I  like  the  saying  “hohday  cheer” 
better  because  some  people  aren’t 
Christian,  so  the  term  covers  a  broader 
amount  of  people.” 

HHeh'Zhabj  VI 

PHOTOS  BY  MICHELLE  YAN  (M 
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Ethnic  Lit  Doesn't  Have  to  Suck  Like  It  Does 


By  Yucong  Ma,  I 

A&E  Eon  OR 


For  a  genre  with  so  much  po¬ 
tential,  ethnic  literature  has  consistently 
proven  to  be  a  true  disappointment.  In 
the  hands  of  such  renowned  authors  as 
Toni  Morrison  and  Amy  Tan,  stories 
about  cultural  legacy  have  turned  into 
distorted  images  of  particular  races 
or  nationalities  that  only  contribute 
to  societal  stereotypes.  In  acclaimed 
tour^de-force  novels  such  as  Beloved  and 
The  Joy  Luck  Club,  the  depiction  of 
African-American  and  Asian-Ameri- 
can  cultures  revolves  around  race  and 
racism;  women  are  continuously  the 
victims  of  domestic  abuse;  and  real 
culture  comes  off  as  a  flimsy  excuse 
to  “connect  with  one’s  past.” 

To  be  fair,  ethnic  literature  is 
a  truly  rich  genre.  There  is  a  wide 
variety  of  authors  who  usually  draw 
from  autobiographical  details  for  a 
personalized  glimpse.  There  is  a  lot 
of  potential  for  power  or  personal 
struggles,  character  development,  and 
a  wide  assortment  of  endings,  from  suc¬ 
cessful  cultural  blending  to  tragic  racial 
conflict.  Yet  the  invitation  to  be  personal 
on  such  topics  often  invite  the  worst-case 
scenario,  something  about  which  author 
Amy  Tan  should  know  the  most. 

Tan’s  words  evoke  a  sense  of  be¬ 
longing.  Her  gentle  way  of  tossing  about 
cultural  inside  jokes  makes  me  feel  com¬ 
fortable  and  at  ease.  But  the  plot  and  char¬ 
acters  that  form  the  backbone  of  works 
such  as  The  Joy  Luck  Club  are  so  polarized 
and  radical  that  they  only  make  me  cringe. 
Tan’s  plots  are  drawn  from  personal  ex¬ 
perience,  something  that  everyone  can 


respect,  but  if  the  casual  reader  believes 
Tan’s  accounts  of  Chinese  family  life  to 
be  the  norm,  then  it  can  be  concluded 
that  there  was  never  a  Chinese  woman 
who  was  not  sexually  assaulted,  starved, 
roughed  up,  or  been  subjected  to  seeing 
her  children  beaten  in  front  of  her.  I  am 
not  so  much  of  an  optimist  as  to  believe 
that  those  incidents  of  domestic  abuse 


never  occur.  In  reality,  however,  there  is 
so  much  more  to  Chinese  women  in  our 
society.  In  fact,  if  readers  can  learn  to  dis¬ 
sociate  good  writing  from  bad  genre.  Tan 
can  be  considered  an  excellent  storyteller. 
I  cannot  point  to  a  particular  woman  and 
use  her  as  an  example  of  someone  who  has 
never  had  anything  go  wrong  in  her  life, 
but  after  finishing  The  Kitchen  God’s  Wife, 
it  is  hard  for  anyone  to  believe  that  there 
was  ever  a  Chinese  woman  who  married 
for  love,  got  what  she  wanted  out  of  life, 
and  died  happy. 

In  retrospect,  I  cannot  completely 
renounce  the  title  of  optimist.  There  is  so 


much  I  don’t  know  about  African-Ameri¬ 
can  life  and  culture,  but  I  refuse  to  believe 
that  all  black  women  would  have  made  the 
same  choice  that  Sethe  did  in  Beloved.  Or 
that  every  one  of  their  husbands  would 
be  as  insistent  on  asserting  power  over 
their  wives  as  one  was  in  Their  Eyes  Were 
Watching  God.  Or  that  every  little  black 
girl  was  molested  by  someone  she  trusted 


such  as  what  occured  in  I  Know  Why  the 
Caged  Bird  Sings.  Yet,  this  is  what  I  have 
known  of  African-American  literature. 
Richard  Wright  waxes  righteous  in  Black 
Boy  over  how  his  white  principal  wrote 
his  graduation  speech  for  him.  Langston 
Hughes  pits  his  female  protagonists 
against  the  overwhelming  animosity  of 
their  predominantly  white  neighborhood 
in  Not  Without  Laughter.  These  messages 
of  racial  tension  and  anger,  relayed  in 
countless  books  from  the  past  six  years  of 
English  classes,  force  me  to  wonder,  like 
other  readers  must;  what  is  the  difference 
between  culture  and  race?  Why  is  ethnic 


literature  never  free  from  the  dark  shadow 
of  racism?  Why,  one  could  even  be  driven 
to  ask,  is  ethnic  literature  always  so  dark? 
Struggles  against  one  another  and  society 
are  not  restricted  to  just  the  Haitians  or 
just  the  Vietnamese.  Optimism  and  cul¬ 
tural  blending  are  not  mutually  exclusive. 
Last  year,  I  turned  the  last  page  of  White 
Teeth  by  Zadie  Smith  and  felt  a  sense  of 
closure  and  satisfaction,  despite  the 
fact  that  religious  conflict  had  wrought 
a  death  at  the  end  of  that  book.  Its 
overwhelming  theme  of  cross-cultural 
harmony  and  unconventional  friend¬ 
ships  truly  hit  home  for  me.  Ethnic 
literature,  or  any  literature,  for  that 
matter,  does  not  have  to  be  happy  to 
be  optimistic. 

Morrison,  Tan,  Angelou,  Hur¬ 
ston,  and  countless  other  authors 
in  ethnic  literature  are  all  excellent 
writers.  They  need  no  Nobel  Prizes  or 
Pulitzer  Awards  to  prove  that.  Their 
j  prose  is  simple,  telling,  and  vivid,  their 
^  characters  realistic  beyond  doubt,  but 
3  their  way  with  words  should  not  be 
« confined  to  retracing  the  steps  of  liter 
ary  forebearers  in  the  muddy  swamps  of 
racism,  cultural  turmoil,  and  stereotypes. 
Ethnic  literature  should  not  be  used  as  an 
instrument  of  separation,  to  pick  us  apart 
and  prod  our  differences,  the  sensitive 
gaps  in  our  emotional  armor.  It  answers 
to  a  higher  calling  than  promoting  the 
angst  of  “the  black  man’s  plight”  or  “the 
Asian  woman’s  struggle.”  A  truly  edifying 
piece  of  ethnic  literature  should  give  a  nod 
to  the  culture,  but  focus  on  the  indelible 
chains  of  the  nine-to-five  workday,  the 
burden  of  taxes,  and  the  triumphs  and  the 
disappointments  of  quotidian  American 
life  that  bind  us  all  together. 


PDA:  Public  Displays  of  Revulsion 


By  Jerome  O’Grady,  n 
&  Bryan  Strickland,  II 

CoNTRIBCnNG  WRITERS 


As  our  grandparents  often  remind 
us,  back  in  their  day,  youth  were  different. 
For  one,  they  were  more  prim  and  proper: 
the  most  a  couple  would  do  in  public  was 
hold  hands,  and  if  they  kissed — well,  they 
were  just  the  talk  of  the  town.  Second,  no 
matter  what  the  circumstances  were  and 
how  serious  two  young  lovebirds  might 
have  been,  they  were  sure  to  abide  by  the 
cardinal  rule,  always  leaving  room  for  the 
Holy  Ghost.  So,  what  is  it  that  makes 
today’s  youths  so  different?  Is  it  that  some 
boys  go  through  a  different  girl  every 
week?  Could  it  be  that  some  girls  kiss 
more  than  one  boy  a  night?  Or,  could  it  be 
that  innocent  students  are  now  the  unwill¬ 
ing  spectators  to  the  painful  sight  that  is  a 
Public  Display  of  Affection  (PDA)? 

We  all  know  that  there  are  many 
people  in  numerous  relationships  at 
Boston  Latin.  We  aren’t  in  middle  school 
anymore,  so  unfortunately,  these  couples 
aren’t  as  fascinating  to  us  as  they  used 
to  be.  But  what  is  truly  amazing  is  how 
little  many  students  care  about  the  the 
degree  of  affection  they  show  with  their 
partners  in  public.  Everyday,  dozens  of 
sightings  are  made  of  handholding,  hug¬ 
ging,  cuddling,  and,  yes,  kissing.  Some 
couples  are  discreet;  others  allow  their 
affection  to  become  a  showcase  for  the 
entire  student  body. 

The  main  concerns  are  whether 
these  displays  of  affection  are  appropriate 
for  school,  and  the  uncomfortable  effect 
they  have  on  the  student  body.  Some 
students,  likejonath^  Silva  (II I),' a  PDA. 
offender  himself,'  prefer  to.overlook  'the , 


matter.  When  asked  for  his  opinion 
on  PDA,  he  responds  nonchalantly: 

“I  don’t  care.  It  doesn’t  bother  me.” 

“Whatever”  is  a  popular  re¬ 
sponse  among  some  students.  But 
others  have  more  to  say  on  the  issue. 

One  vocal  junior,  Kara  Ritchie,  says, 
“There’s  different  forms  of  PDA  I 
can  take.  I  don’t  mind  the  hold  hand¬ 
ing  or  the  hugging.  It  is  the  kissing 
and  making  out  in  the  middle  of 
hallway  that  seems  unnecessary.” 

Students  are  not  the  only  ones 
being  affected  by  PDA.  The  Boston 
Latin  faculty  not  only  acts  as  enforce¬ 
ment  officers  for  this  issue,  but  some 
teachers  feel  even  more  affected  by 
these  displays  than  some  students. 

Ms.  Rachel  Skerritt,  a  loth  and 
12th  grade  English  teacher,  called  it 
do-wnright  rude  and  even  went  as  far 
to  say,  “It  is  a  constant  reminder  to 
the  lonely  of  exactly  how  lonely  they 
are.”  This  quote  obviously  doesn’t 
apply  to  us — we  mean  we  don’t  like  PDA 
but  we  certainly  aren’t  lonely.  But  Ms. 
Skerritt’s  views  do  have  a  shocking  truth 
behind  them.  There  are  plenty  of  kids  out 
there  who  are  emotional  enough  to  allow 
these  displays  of  affection  to  interfere 
with  their  schoohvork  and  focus  in  school. 
Our  very  own  Head  Master  Cornelia 
Kelley  had  similar  concerns  -with  PDA, 
saying  that  “it  creates  a  level  of  envy  and 
the  emotional  side  can  take  precedent 
over  the  student’s  life.”  Ms.  Kelley  says  a 
certain  level  of  dignity  needs  to  be  main¬ 
tained  when  dealing  with  public  displays 
of  affection.  She  feels  that  hugs  are  only 
appropriate  for  times  of  excitement,  and 
not  for  times  of  “lust  or  longing:?  But  not.; 
the  entire  Latin  School  faculty  feels,  this  • 


GET  A  ROOM! 

way  Seasoned  English  teacher  and  student 
favorite  Ms.  Inez  Middleton  felt  that  as 
long  as  the  act  didn’t  get  too  intense,  there 
is  nothing  wrong  with  adding  more  love, 
peace,  and  happiness  in  the  world.  Her 
advice?  “Hugging  is  only  being  human.” 

Now  you  would  think  that  two  kids 
writing  about  their  hate  for  PDA  would 
be  extremely  lonely  and  have  very  little 
interaction  with  the  opposite  sex,  but  this 
isn’t  the  case.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
there  is  a  time  and  a  place  for  hugging  and 
kissing,  and  to  us,  school  is  not  one  of 
them.  On  our  daily  walk  to  our  fifth-pe¬ 
riod  class,  we  constantly  are  forced  to  act 
as  witnesses  to  a  young  couple’s  “make-out 
sessioiE”  that,  takes  place  ip  the  middle  of. 
the  first  floorhallway  Other  students  have- ! 


even  formed  a  club  to  try  to  dis¬ 
cover  an  alternate  quicker  route 
to  avoid  the  traumatic  scene.  It  is 
clear  that  many  students  do  not 
care  for  these  acts  of  lust.  There 
are  other  couples  that  feel  the 
need  to  linger  down  the  hallway 
with  their  heads  nestled  against 
each  other’s.  Although  it  is  not  as 
revealing  as  kissing,  it  is  most  def¬ 
initely  more  distracting  and  un¬ 
necessary  The  couples  may  think 
they  are  being  cute  and  displaying 
their  “true  love,”  when  in  reality 
they  are  the  cause  of  multiple  traf¬ 
fic  jams  and  passes  to  the  nurse’s 
office.  These  kids  need  to  save 
their  activities  with  one  another 
for  after  school,  where  they  can 
yplay  frolic,  and  cuddle  as  much  as 
b  they  desire.  Even  Ms.  Kelley  says, 
§“I  am  a  romantic  at  heart,  but  at 
I  the  appropriate  times  and  places.” 
sLet  this  be  an  example  for  aU  of 
you  exhibitionists-in-training:  we  are  all 
very  happy  that  you  can  land  a  significant 
other — just  show  some  dignity  and  keep 
it  a  little  more  pri-vate. 

Public  displays  of  affection  at  the 
Latin  School  are  slowly  grovring  from  a 
cute  little  annoyance  into  a  strike-zone¬ 
like  epidemic.  Students  and  faculty  alike 
are  suffering  from  these  acts  scholasti¬ 
cally  and  possibly  even  emotionally.  So 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  respected  young 
Latin  students,  before  deciding  to  let 
the  world  know  how  much  you  love  your 
significant  other,  make  sure  you  show  a 
little  respect  for  not  only  your  peers  but 
also  yourself  And  let  Ms.  Kelley’s  quote 
'  echo -forever  in  your  mind:  “This  is  not  a 
•  huggingschoolL”-  '. ■  -  . 
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Never  Again,  Again...  and  Again 


By  Kayla  Shaughnessy,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  United  States  Holocaust  Me¬ 
morial  Museum  has  declared  a  Genocide 
Emergency  in  Darfur.  Sitting  behind 
one’s  computer,  looking  at  the  small,  con¬ 
venient,  colorcoded  scale  of  emergency 
that  ranges  from  yellow  to  red  on  the 
Committee  for  Conscience  website,  one 
has  a  hard  time  visualizing  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  behind  the  “Emergency”  arrow  on 
the  red  area.  At  this  time,  people  in  the 
U.S.  have  seen  so  many  different  danger 
scales  for  various  problems  in  our  world 
that  it  feels  as  if  we  live  in  a  universe  of 
topographic  maps.  The  “Terror  Alert” 
scale  keeps  U.S.  citizens  up-to-date  on 
“the  level  of  terror”  we  face  at  every  mo¬ 
ment.  The  symbolism  behind  the  scale 
dedicated  to  the  Darfur  region,  however, 
is  much  more  terrifying. 

For  the  past  three  years,  between 
300,000  to  400,000  people  have  died 
and  an  estimated  2.5  to  3.5  million  are 
now  living  as  refugees  after  being  dis¬ 
placed  from  their  homes.  These  are  the 
victims  of  the  active  genocide  in  Darfur, 


a  region  as  large  as  France  in  the  African 
country  of  Sudan.  These  numbers  are 
large  and  difficult  to  imagine;  even  harder 
to  conceive  is  the  fact  that  each  number 
represents  an  entire  life.  To  grasp  the 
true  gravity  of  the  situation,  consider 
all  the  citizens  lost  during  the  attacks 
on  September  ii.  Now  imagine  we  had 
an  attack  of  that  magnitude  once  a  week 
for  thirteen  years.  That  would  be  the 
number  of  people  who  have  been  killed 
in  Sudan,  not  to  mention  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  more  affected  by  their 
deaths. 

We  must  also  choose,  when  con¬ 
fronted  with  these  atrocities,  whether 
or  not  to  act.  On  September  9th,  2004, 
Secretary  of  State  Colin  Powell  finally 
announced  “that  genocide  has  been 
committed”  in  the  Darfur  region.  The 
question  is,  where  is  the  United  Nations 
now,  over  a  year  later,  when  over  three 
times  the  amount  of  people  are  dead 
and  more  than  two  million  innocent 
people  are  without  homes?  It  is  difficult 
for  some  people,  especially  those  living 
in  the  U.S.,  to  connect  to  the  numerous 
tragedies  occurring  in  the  world  today. 


This  is  due,  in  part,  to  a  failure  of  the 
American  media.  Instead  of  devoting  air 
time  to  these  atrocities  and  shocking  the 
nation  into  action,  the  media  has  chosen 
to  focus  only  on  issues  that  it  deemed 
important  to  its  audience.  We  do  not 
see  innocent  children  being  killed,  our 
mothers  being  raped  by  government  of¬ 
ficials,  or  our  fathers  and  brothers  being 
slaughtered  by  various  rebel  forces  that 
then  burned  our  towns  and  cities  to  the 
ground.  In  the  U.S.  and  other  countries, 
many  of  us  do  not  have  to  experience 
these  tragedies.  Rather,  we  have  a  choice 
to  look  at  pictures  on  the  Internet  or  in 
the  newspaper,  or  to  take  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  watch  a  movie  or  documentary. 
Being  connected  is  only  a  choice. 

We  must  also  choose,  when  con¬ 
fronted  with  these  atrocities,  whether 
or  not  to  act.  Ever  since  I  was  a  child  I 
have  always  heard  the  phrase,  “You  are 
the  future.”  Everyone  from  John  Mel- 
lencamp  to  George  W.  Bush  has  told  us 
that  we  are  the  future.  And  it’s  true.  We 
are  the  future.  We  have  the  loudest 
voices,  and  we  shouldn’t  just  sit  here 
and  allow  this  genocide  to  continue.  We 


must  take  action!  It  has  been  said  that  if 
tragedy  struck  a  hundred  miles  away,  we 
would  all  run  to  help.  Should  distance 
be  a  barrier  between  helping  others  and 
staying  idle?  It  is  so  important  for  us  as 
students,  as  young  people,  as  the  future, 
to  act.  There  are  so  many  possible  ways 
to  improve  the  lives  of  these  refugees. 
Call  the  White  House,  contact  congres¬ 
sional  representatives,  write  to  news  sta¬ 
tions  in  order  to  make  the  media  devote 
more  air  time  to  Darfur,  donate  money, 
or  even  donate  time  by  getting  involved 
with  one  of  the  many  organizations  that 
demand  action.  But  most  important  of 
all,  stay  informed! 

Nicholas  Kristof,  a  New  York  Times 
columnist  who  recently  returned  from 
the  Darfur  region  said,  “One  of  the  best 
ways  to  counter  these  kinds  of  outrage  is 
to  just  bellow  one's  outrage,  and  in  fact, 
we’re  not  bellowing,  we’re  whispering.” 
We  need  to  yeO  and  scream.  Some  people 
have  said,  “Never  again.”  Some  have  said, 
“Not  on  my  watch.”  Saying  these  things 
means  following  up  with  action,  but  most 
of  all,  with  hope.  Do  not  give  up,  do  not 
lose  hope,  and  do  not  forget. 


Rosa  Parks  Rally 


By  Andrew  Klein,  III 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


What  did  you  learn  in  school  on 
December  i,  2005?  If  you  had  attended 
the  Rosa  Parks  rally,  you  would  have 
learned  that  racism  and  poverty  still  exist 
and  that  we  must  fight  to  abolish  these 
institutions.  December  i,  2005  was  37 
days  after  the  death  of  Rosa  Parks,  and 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  day  when  she 
refused  to  give  up  her  seat  on  a  bus  to 
a  white  man  in  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
Because  of  the  magnitude  of  Parks’s 
contribution  and  because  of  the  ever 
present  need  to  fight  for  justice,  Boston 
city  councilors  voted  unanimously  to 
allow  students  and  workers  to  attend  this 
rally  without  repercussions  from  their 
respective  schools  and  jobs.  Despite  this, 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  system  refused 
to  allow  students  to  be  absent  to  attend 
the  march. 

On  the  day  of  the  march,  Johanna 
Rosario,  a  Charlestown  High  School 
student,  presented  a  letter  to  her  school 
administrator  asking  permission  to 
leave  early  for  the  December  i  Rosa 
Parks  Human  Rights  Day  march.  She 
was  denied  permission  from  school 


officials,  and  was  told  that  leaving  school 
early  would  result  in  a  suspension.  On 
Thursday  December  i,  she  and  four  other 
Charlestown  students  did  what  many 
other  high  school  students  did — they 
got  up  and  walked  out  of  class.  They 
rode  by  bus  to  Dudley  Square  and  joined 
up  with  a  6oo-strong  march  headed  for 
City  Hall. 

Rosario  defended  her  actions  by 
saying,  “Rosa  Parks  did  a  lot  of  things 
for  us,  and  it  is  wrong  not  to  honor  her.” 
Other  students  shared  these  sentiments, 
and  in  addition  to  attending  the  march 
themselves,  helped  to  inspire  students 
from  Madison  Park  High  School  to  leave 
their  classrooms  to  observe  part  of  this 
symbolic  march.  Those  who  were  present 
got  to  hear,  among  others,  Boston 
politicians  Felix  Arroyo,  Chuck  Turner, 
and  Charles  Yancey  speak.  These  students 
were  able  share  in  the  condemnation  for 
unjust  institutions  in  world.  They  got  to 
celebrate  past  civil  rights  achievements, 
while  they  themselves  helped  to  abolish 
lingering  unjust  institutions  of  today, 
such  as  racism,  police  brutality,  and 
poverty. 

While  no  one  denies  the  importance 
of  noun  declensions  and  molecular 


formulas,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  students 
who  attended  the  Rosa  Parks  Human 
Rights  Day  rally  did  receive  an  education. 
They  received  a  history  lesson,  as 
injustices  of  the  past  were  contrasted 
with  those  of  the  present.  I  believe 
that  fighting  racism  and  poverty  are  life 
lessons  so  important  that  learning  about 
them  more  than  compensated  for  a  day 
of  school.  The  Boston  Public  Schools 
system  did  not  agree. 

The  school  system  concluded  that 
if  students  had  been  allowed  to  miss 
school  on  this  day,  then  many  would 
have  participated  in  unconstructive 
activities  and  would  have  skipped  the 
rally.  This  is  not  an  unfounded  notion. 
I’m  sure  many*students  would  have  taken 
advantage  of  a  day  off  to  sleep  in  or  go 
to  the  movies.  Therefore,  it  is  rational 
that  Boston  Latin  School  administrators 
would  choose  to  use  BLStv  as  a  platform 
to  warn  students  who  intended  to  attend 
the  rally  of  the  consequences. 

Though  declaring  an  official  day-off 
may  not  have  been  the  answer,  the  school 
system  could  have  taken  other  measures 
to  allow  students  to  attend  the  rally.  For 
example,  the  schools  could  have  allowed 
all  students  who  had  consent  from  their 


guardians  to  attend  the  rally.  This  would 
be  similar  to  the  note  from  a  parent  that 
a  student  is  required  to  give  to  their 
homeroom  teacher  after  missing  a  day 
of  school  on  account  of  an  illness  or  a 
religious  holiday.  If  parents  were  willing 
to  allow  their  children  to  attend  the  Rosa 
Parks  Human  Rights  Day  march,  then 
the  school  system  should  have  honored 
their  decision.  It  is  not  the  school’s  job 
to  parent  the  students. 

Many  actions  could  have  been 
taken  to  allow  students  to  “honestly” 
attend  this  symbolic  march.  But  the 
Boston  Public  Schools  made  no  attempt 
to  honor  the  wishes  of  the  city  councilors 
and  the  many  students  who  attended 
the  rally.  The  BPS  viewed  the  issue  one- 
dimensionally:  as  an  excuse  for  students 
to  skip  school.  But  as  Ernest  Arroyo, 
son  of  city  councilor  FeUx  Arroyo,  puts 
it,  “It  is  not  a  day  off,  it  is  a  day  on.” 
Students  who  took  advantage  of  this  day 
to  attend  the  rally  understood  that  there 
is  more  to  the  world  than  multiplication 
and  grammar.  There  are  real  unjust 
institutions,  such  as  poverty  and  racism, 
that  need  to  be  abolished.  Don’t  you 
think  school  can  wait  for  a  day  while  we 
try  to  put  an  end  to  racism? 


Dear  Arsonists:  A  Christmas  Wish 


By  James  Frf  zpatricK,  HI 

:Sl»wWRn*E  :’ , 


D'ear  BIS  Airsonist,  ' 

I  don’t  mean  to  siprod  greedy,  Iwt 
for  phristmas  dus 
appreciate  k 

to  out  school  Please  don’t  be;  olfcnded, 
but  I  reaify  dWinkyoiu'popjdarity  has  been 
dropping  lately.  I  was  wonderingTf  you 
would  like  some  constructive  criticism 
under  your  tree  this  year: 

I.)  The  weather,  man.  (At  least,  I 
assume  you’re  a  man.  If  you’re  a  woman, 
you  really  need  to  stop  setting  fire  to  the 
guys’  bathrooms.  That’s  just  sketchy.) 
I  truly  feel  that  your  work  is  so  imder- 
appreciated  lately  because  qf  the  weather. 
You  might  not  have  noticed  (considering- 
you  seem  to  spend  most  of  your  time 


around  trash  cans  bn  the  first  floor),  but 
we  currently  seem  to  be  experiencing 
Northern  Canadian  ''^demess  weather 
conditions.  While  the  flaming  trash  can 
probsS3sly  keeps  your  hands  warm,  there 
is  a  severe  lack  of  heat  for  those  outside, 
especiaily.®Ke  tte  teachers  won’t  let  us 
get  our  i^wshoes  and  parkas,  mi  even 
the  most  industrious  of  us  can’t  build 
igloos  in  twenty  minutes.  When  we  are 
finally  allowed  back  in,  my  frozen  tears 
and  numb  extremities  distract  me  from 
proper  appreciation  of  your  genius.  In 
the  future,  could  you  please  restrict  your 
pyrotechnic  experiments  to  more  mOd 
days?  If  you’re  not  sure  of  the  forecast,  the 
weather  is  available  on  almost  every  TV 
chaxinel,and  every  newspaper  (There’s  an 
■i  ideai.InsteaM.of-bnming  the. -paper,, vrhy 
don’t  you  read  it?) 


2.)  Another  problem  is  the 
bathrooms.  Every  time  you  feel  the  need 
to  share  your  talents,  half  of  the  boys’ 
bathrooms  are  shut  down.  The  few  that 
are  left  open  are  barricaded  bystunething 
-worse:  small  manilla  aot^Kxdcs  w^ded  by 
Mr.  Fulton’s  spsm,  th^  senior  praefects. 
Just  to  get  into  the  bathroom,^u  have 
to  supply  a  barrage  of  rafarraation, 
such  as;  name,  hei^t,  weight,  social 
security  number,  credit  card  number, 
whether  you’re  susceptible  to  any  air 
borne  diseases,  immunization  history, 
the  BLS  Mission  Statement,  and  what 
going  to  the  bathroom  really  means  to 
you.  Just  once.  I’d  like  to  be  able  to  go 
to  the  lavatory  in  peace  without  having 
to  submit  intentions  iff  .writing  to  a 
tribunal'  of,  l^tin  -School  higherups.  Mr.  - 
Fulton  probably  knows  every  time  I’ve 


gone  to  the  bathroom  in  the  last  fortnight- 
That’s  just  wrong.  Maybe  you  should 
change  the  location  of  your  ignition  trials. 
Make  them  more  general.  After  all,  girls 
like  fire  too. 

3.).  What’s  with  this  whole  fire 
thing^yway?  The  medium  just  isn’t  very 
practkaL  Every  time  you  set  a  fire,  they’re 
imme^ateiy  put  out.  Not  to  mention  that 
(aside  from  the  trash  cans,  textbooks,  and 
doors)  BLS  is  mostly  fireproof.  Couldn’t 
you  express  yourself  in  a  more  permanent 
way?  Maybe  you  could  try  basketwea-ving. 
Or  take  up  the  glockenspiel. 

Please  don’t  take  this  letter  the 
wrong  -way  I’ve  been  pretty  bad  myself 
this  year.  In  fact,  like  you,  I’m  looking 
forwaid.to  a,  stocking- full  of  coal  next 
!  Sundaylmoming.  ,1  -just- doii'r  want  mine 
to  come  with  matches. 


-  Forum  - 

Recruiters  Out  Now! 


that  there  is  a  “no  war”  clause  in  then- 
contract  by  which  they  can  opt  out  of 
combat.  This  is  a  blatant  lie. 

-  The  military  promises  $70,000 
to  pay  for  college.  But  this  too  is  a  myth. 
Recruits  have  to  pay  $1,200  to  be  eligible 
for  this  money.  So  few  actually  end  up 


elementary  schools,  to  make  the  miUtary 
look  “cool.”  Recruiters  are  not  the  patient, 
respectful  “counselors”  Shawna  and  others 
like  to  portray  them  as;  they  are  shck,  old- 
school  salesmen,  desperate  and  aggressive, 
using  sociology  to  lure  prospects. 

If  that’s  not  enough,  a  section  in  all 


Not  So  Militant 
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Militant  Recniitmeni 
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By  Mike  Schwartz,  III 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER 


The  first  claim  that  $ha-wna  Sin- 
nott  makes  in  her  article  is  partially  true. 
The  military  is  imperative  to  safety.  The 
safety  of  the  rich,  that  is.  The  military 
is  a  beacon  of  safety  and  freedom — the 
freedom  of  Bechtel,  Halliburton,  and 
Exxon-Mobil  to  control  Iraq’s  oil  wealth. 
As  for  the  rest  of  us,  wars  in  the  Middle 
East,  ethnic  cleansing  in  Louisiana,  end¬ 
less  budget  cuts,  a  lot  of  dead  or  injured 
soldiers,  and  a  more  dangerous  and  hostile 
world  in  general  are  what  we  get.  Natural 
disaster?  Katrina  blew  the  hd  off  of  that 
one,  as  the  National  Guard  came  from 
Iraq  to  shoot  starving  people  at  home. 
Terrorists?  The  U.S.  does  more  to  fund 
and  create  them  (think  Bin  Laden)  than 
it  ever  does  to  stop  them. 

Now,  it  is  obviously  sound  strategy 
tor  the  mihtary  to  recruit  kids  -with  lim¬ 
ited  options  as  cannon  fodder  for  its  wars. 
But  when  recruiters  come  to  working- 
class  campuses  across  the  country,  their 
communities  have  every  right  to  drive 
them  out,  as  just  happened  last  week  in 
San  Francisco,  and  is  happening  all  over 
the  rest  of  the  country.  Recruiters  flat-out 
he  to  their  recruits  with  fake  promises, 
and  they  discriminate  heavily  against 
women,  gays,  and  lesbians.  If  I  brought  a 
club  to  school  that  swindled  people  and 
barred  gays  and  lesbians,  I’d  be  thrown 
out  in  a  minute. 

If  Andy  Klein  makes  the  recruiters 
sound  hke  underhanded  monsters,  it’s 
because  their  tactics  are,  well  ...  under¬ 
handed.  Shawna,  are  you  familiar  with 
the  kinds  of  hes  that  recruiters  teU  their 
recruits,  the  deceptions  they  use?  Let’s 
take  a  look; 

-  Recruits  are  told  all  the  time  that 


with  the  quahfications  needed  to  get  this 
college  funding  that  the  military  gains  $72 
million  a  year!  Only  15  percent  of  recruits 
go  on  to  complete  a  college  degree. 

-Jim  Picton,  a  GI  rights  counselor, 
received  a  call  from  a  recruit  who  was  told 
by  a  recruiter  that  he  could  request  and 
receive  discharge  after  two  weeks  if  he  was 
unhappy  He  says,  “The  caller,  who  seemed 
inteUigent  enough,  said  he  did  that.  The 
drill  sergeant  responded,  T  own  your 
(expletive) — ^get  out  of  my  face!”’ 

-  On  a  $4  bilhon  budget,  recruit- 
ers  show  up  at  schools  in  tricked-out 
Humvees,  bring  war  -video  games,  set  up 
climbing  walls  at  schools,  project  constant 
ads  on  school  tele-vision,  etc.,  now  even  to 


enhstment  contracts  makes  it  clear  that 
“law  and  regulation  that  govern  mihtary 
personnel  may  change  -without  notice  to 
me. ..regardless  of  the  provisions  of  this 
enhstment  document.”  In  other  words, 
recruiters  can  make  up  anything  they  want 
in  order  to  lure  recruits.  Shawna  makes 
the  claim  that  mihtary  recruitment  is 
fair  game  because  enhstment  comes  with 
a  written  contract.  Last  time  I  checked, 
contracts  based  on  exaggeration,  decep¬ 
tion,  and  flatrout  hes  are  pretty  much  mill 
in  ci-vil  society. 

Lest  we  forget,  military  recruit¬ 
ers  aren’t  enhsting  kids  for  the  Circus. 
The/ re  recrxuting  for  a  war  for  oil  and  em¬ 
pire  that  has  wrecked  the  infrastructure  of 


"'Are  we  First?  Do  we  care?" 


By  Samantha  Kaufman,  in 

CONTRIBlTING  WRITER 


From  the  moment  we  enter  Boston 
Latin  School,  we  are  instihed  with  the  be¬ 
lief  that  it  is  the  oldest,  most  prestigious 
pubhc  school  in  the  country.  We  learn  to 
value  its  legacy  and  respect  its  tradition. 
In  fact,  we  are  reminded  of  these  quali¬ 
ties  so  often  that  we  frequently  overlook 
their  significance,  taking  for  granted 
our  title  as  the  “first  public  school”  in 
America. 

Our  motto  “Sumus  Primi”  is  much 
more  hotly  contested,  however,  than 
we  may  believe.  Recently,  three  other 
Massachusetts  schools — Roxbury  Latin 
School,  Dedham  Public  School,  and 
Rehoboth  Pubhc  School — have  claimed 
that  they  are  more  deserving  of  this  title. 
Now,  before  you  go  “Rehoboth,  say 
what?!”  according  to  the  Boston  Globe, 
the  tiny  town  of  Rehoboth  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  state  capital. ..obviously  that 
didn’t  work  out. 

Now,  many  of  us  know  the  story 
behind  Roxbury  Latin’s  claim.  Support¬ 
ers  assert  that  because  Boston  Latin 
shut  down  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  Roxbiuy  Latin,  founded  in  1645,  is 
the  oldest  continuously  running  school. 
Dedham  and  Rehoboth  Pubhc  are  a  httle 
different.  These  schools  both  claim  to 
be  the  oldest  publicly  funded  schools  in 
North  America.  So,  tell  me  again,  why 
are  we  having  this  argument?  Boston 
Latin  School  does  not  claim  to  be  the 
j  first  publicly  funded  school,  just  the  first 
school  in  general.  Hence  the  lovely  Latin, 
“Sumus  Primi.”  ,  ,  ,  ,  . 

My  only  question:  Why  is  there, 
even  ia  debate  in  the  first  place?  What 


IS  ROXBURY  LATIN  THE  COUNTRYS  FIRST  SCHOOL?  WHO  CARES. 


could  possibly  be  so  special  about  being 
the  first  in  the  country  that  so  many 
schools  vie  for  this  distinction?  The 
other  schools  were  obviously  founded 
later  than  our  own,  but  now  they  have 
decided  to  make  it  public  knowledge  that 
they  may  be,  could  be,  almost,  another 
“oldest  school.”  Good  timing,  especially 
considering  which  schools  are  really 
focused  on  debating  this  until  the  end: 
Dedham  and  Rehoboth.  These  two  pub¬ 
hc  schools  caimot  hold  a  candle  to  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin.  Even  though  many  of  us  may 
resent  the  rigidity  of  Latin  School,  we 
know  in  the  end  that  we’d  rather  be  here 
than  well,  Rehoboth  Public.  As  difficult 
as  it  is  now,  we  know  that  the  tradition 
of  rigorous  academics  will  help  us  get 
into  college  more  than  if  we  were  to  at¬ 
tend  Dedham  High.  Perhaps  that  is  why 
these  two  schools  are  fighting  each  other 
so  fiercely  for  the  tyJe,*of  Jj;rjt  publifly, , 
funded.”  Both  want  to  grab  a  little  bit  of 
thjs  history  for  themselves,  a  distinction 


that  could  give  them  a  little  something 
extra  to  distinguish  them  from  their 
competitive  neighbors  in  Needham  and 
Westwood.  So  do  they  really  want  the 
world  to  know  that  Dedham  citizens  are 
taking  education  into  their  own  hands,  or 
do  they  just  want  a  little  publicity?  I’m 
going  with  the  pubHcity. 

There  is  also  one  major  difference 
between  us  and  those  two  other  public 
schools:  we  are  an  exam  school.  Every 
student  in  these  halls  were  admitted  on 
intelligence  and  merit.  The  fact  that  we 
have  the  honor  of  being  the  oldest  school 
is  not  what  makes  us  remarkable;  the 
students  and  staff  are  what  make  Boston 
Latin  distinguished.  Although  we  have 
many  problems,  we  are  still  unique.  If 
Dedham  and  Rehoboth  believe  that  this 
type  of  publicity  will  make  their  schools 
more  prestigious,  they  need  to  look  at 
our  sphool  again  and  remember  that  we 
are  n()t  a  plain  .old  public  high  school  like 
thlem|.  We  are  better,  regardless  of  age. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


an  entire  country,  killed  well  over  100,000 
Iraqis  and  over  2,000  U.S.  soldiers,  and 
sent  home  thousands  and  thousands  more 
armless,  legless,  homeless,  jobless,  help¬ 
less,  and  senseless.  There  is  no  defense 
for  this  type  of  recruitment,  and  it’s  not 
ehtist  for  parents  and  students  to  demand 
an  end  to  it.  Opportunities,  Shawna?  The 
cost  of  10  weeks  of  war  in  Iraq  could  pay 
for  a  foui-year  education  and  part-time  job 
for  every  new  recruit  in  2005.  That’s  a  real 
opportunity,  but  you  won’t  hear  that  one 
from  Washington.  People  deserve  more 
than  the  common  choice  between  poverty 
and  the  military.  The  only  elitism  here  is 
from  those  who  think  regular  kids  were 
born  to  kill  and  die  for  the  rich. 

There  is  CounterRecruitment  in 
Boston!  Email  me  at  hendrix5i3@comcast. 
net  to  get  involved. 


WENDY’S 

GREAT 


NO, 

WENDY’S 

REALLY 

GREAT. 


Happy  17th 
Birthday  SiobhAn 

(and  Merry  Christmas,  too!) 

Love,  Mom 


MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

EMMA  and  PETE 

love, 

Mom  and  Dad 


Mr.  Charig  is 
the  Christmas 
Cherub! 

-Anonymous 


Ho  Ho  Ho 

Meena  Beana 

-  Love,  XOXO 
your.family  •  ■ 
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Tookie  "Terminated" 


Page  9 


By  Andrew  Klein,  III 

Staff  Writer 


On  Tuesday,  December  13,  2005 
at  approximately  12:01  a.m.,  an  atroc¬ 
ity  occurred:  Stanley  “Tookie”  Williams, 
founder  of  the  Crips  street  gang  turned 
anti-violence  activist  and  a  six-time  Nobel 
Peace  prize  nominee,  was  executed  by 
lethal  injection.  Despite  his  remarkable 
transformation  and  redemption,  California 
governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  refused 
to  grant  clemency  to  a  man  who  had  saved 
the  lives  of  so  many.  With  less  than  twelve 
hours  left  before  WdUams’s  planned  ex¬ 
ecution,  Schwarzenegger  announced  that 
he  would  not  pardon  Stanley  because  “the 
facts  do  not  justify  overturning  the  jury’s 
verdict  or  the  decisions  of  the  courts  in 
this  case.” 

Facts,  governor?  The  facts  are  that 
Stanley  Williams  received  an  unconsti¬ 
tutional  and  racist  trial.  In  a  trial  where 
all  blacks  were  removed  from  the  jury. 


the  prosecutor  referred  to  WiUiams  as  “a 
Bengal  tiger  in  a  zoo”  and  had  witnesses, 
who  were  unduly  biased  and  influenced, 
testify  In  one  circumstance,  a  convicted 
criminal  in  the  witness  seat  even  admitted 
that  he  was  given  a  copy  of  the  case  file 
before  testifying. 

The  dubious  trial  was  only  half  of 
Williams’s  story,  however.  WTien  he  arrived 
in  prison,  he  embarked  on  so  remarkable 
a  redemption  that  he  ultimately  came  to 
affect  the  lives  of  over  100,000  atrrisk 
children  and  young  adults.  With  his  nine 
children’s  books,  WiUiams  sought  to  help 
youth  understand  the  brutal  reality  of  gang 
life — a  life  he  once  led.  During  his  com¬ 
plete  metamorphosis,  Williams  not  only 
enriched  his  vocabulary,  but  he  enriched 
his  soul.  He  facilitated  gang  truces  in  New¬ 
ark,  New  Jersey  and  assisted  elementary 
school  principals  with  conflicts  of  violence 
in  their  schools.  For  his  achievements,  he 
received  six  Nobel  Peace  prize  nomina¬ 
tions  and  four  in  literature — an  astonishing 


Not  Fine  The 


accomplishment  for  a  man  who  completed 
all  his  work  within  the  walls  of  San  Quentin 
State  Prison. 

Despite  WfUiams’s  incredibly  posi¬ 
tive  impact,  however,  it  is  clear  that 
Schwarzenegger  never  intended  to  grant 
Williams  clemency,  nor  did  he  seriously 
examine  the  possible  injustices  of  the 
trial.  He  did  not  familiarize  himself  with 
Williams’s  merits  or  with  his  great  strides 
towards  peace.  He  ignored  all  of  these  fac¬ 
tors  because,  as  governor,  they  had  no  real 
value  to  him  politically  Schwarzenegger,  a 
Repubhcan  regarded  by  some  fellow  party 
members  as  “too  liberal,”  used  this  as  an 
opportunity  to  flex  his  power  and  exhibit 
his  macho  behavior.  He  flimsily  attempted 
to  defend  his  decision  by  questioning  the 
sincerity  of  WiUiams’s  redemption.  Sin¬ 
cerity  governor?  How  about  sincerity  in 
the  form  of  150,000  letters  from  formerly 
at-risk  youth  thanking  W^ams  for  his 
influence  on  their  lives? 

Williams  himself  is  now  gone  from 


this  world — but  his  spirit  and  legacy,  and 
the  questions  his  death  raises  will  live  on 
long  afterwards.  Wftiy  does  this  barbaric 
institution  even  exist  in  our  country  in  the 
first  place,  I  ask,  when  almost  every  other 
developed  country  in  the  world  has  abol¬ 
ished  it?  How  many  more  people  must  die 
before  this  horrific  system  is  removed? 

Lamenting  Tookie’s  death  means 
more  than  just  remembering  his  life  and 
its  devastating  end,  however.  His  memory 
must  drive  us  to  reform  the  flawed  judicial 
system  that  led  to  his  unfortunate  end.  The 
death  penalty,  though  a  stale  issue  now  for 
Americans  who  have  read  or  seen  one  too 
many  debates,  must  be  revisited.  Our  own 
judicial  system  led  to  the  death  of  a  hero: 
a  man  who  was  certainly  more  a  benefit  to 
society  alive  than  dead.  Though  WiUiams 
has  passed,  lawyers  wiU  stiU  continue  to 
work  to  prove  his  innocence.  He  might 
have  died  unjustly,  but  he  died  with  his 
principles  intact  and  with  a  sense  of  wis¬ 
dom  that  truly  changed  the  world. 


Way  You  Are 


By  James  Barned-Smith,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Agreat  deal  of  emphasis  these  days 
is  placed  on  accepting  people  for  who 
they  are — that  we  have  no  right  to  criti¬ 
cize  men  and  women  for  their  flaws.  This 
trend  is  captured  in  the  popular  refrain, 
“"Ybu’re  fine  the  way  you  are.” 

I  have  some  bad  news,  however, 
ladies  and  gentlemen:  we  are  not  fine  the 
way  we  are.  We  are  responsible  for  our 
shortcomings.  While  some  flaws  may  be 
truly  out  of  our  control,  the  tendency  is 
for  individuals  to  take  this  laissez-faire 
chorus  and  use  it  as  a  general  excuse  for 
inaction,  as  a  reason  to  settle  for  medioc¬ 
rity  instead  of  striving  to  improve. 

This  article  is  not  directed  towards 
any  one  group  of  people,  nor  any  single 
human  vice.  I  have  simply  reached  a 
stage  where  I  am  sick  and  tired  of  heal¬ 


ing  people  make  excuses  for  themselves. 
We’ve  all  heard  them — “Oh,  I’m  just 
big-boned.”  “I  know  I’m  not  nice,  but 
hey — that’s  the  way  I  am.” 

I  wish  to  offer  the  thesis  that  this 
does  not  help  anyone  involved. 

Take  the  first  example,  for  in¬ 
stance.  There  are  two  unfortunate 
truths  that  must  be  acknowledged  in 
a  discussion  of  obesity:  one,  that  there 
most  certainly  are  conditions  and  genes 
that  can  contribute  to  or  cause  massive 
weight  gain;  the  other,  that  obesity  either 
is  or  will  soon  become  the  top  prevent¬ 
able  cause  of  death  in  the  Western  world. 
Those  that  are  “big-boned”  need  to  do 
one  of  two  things:  either  stop  whining, 
cut  back  what  they  eat,  and  start  exercis¬ 
ing,  or  accept  that  they  will  have  to  put 
up  with  people  jibing  at  them  about  it. 
Take  responsibility  for  how  you  are  and 
be  the  person  you  want  to  be — or  at  the 


very  least  take  responsibility  for  not  be¬ 
ing  the  person  you  want  to  be.  Whining 
only  compounds  the  problem:  it  shifts 
responsibility  away  from  the  person, 
it  prevents  anyone  from  actually  doing 
anything  about  it,  and  it  turns  the  person 
into  a  victim. 

Now,  obesity  is  only  the  most  obvi¬ 
ous  of  things  that  I  could  talk  about,  but 
in  all  honesty  this  a  problem  that  every¬ 
one  suffers  from,  in  different  respects 
and  to  different  degrees.  For  instance, 
I  don’t  do  as  well  in  math  as  in  other 
subjects  because  “I  don’t  plan  to  study 
math  in  college,  so  I  don’t  need  to  study 
it  as  much  as  I  should.”  Another  one  of 
most  common  ones  of  mine  is  “Well,  I 
could  have  a  higher  GPA,  and  I  would, 
too,  but  I’m  not  invested  enough  in  my 
grades  to  study  as  much  as  that  would 
require.”  Then,  of  course,  I  proceed  to 
whine  about  how  my  low  grades  will 


cause  others  to  be  accepted  to  good  col¬ 
leges  over  me. 

I  feel  like  this  less  extreme  and 
divisive  example  may  be  more  helpful 
in  establishing  what  I’m  trying  to  say. 
When  I  make  excuses  for  why  I  may  not 
get  top  grades  in  some  of  my  classes,  I 
essentially  legalize  that  fact.  I  don’t  take 
responsibility  for  comparatively  poor 
performance.  I,  as  much  as  anyone  else, 
need  to  stop  whining  and  accept  that  I 
clearly  need  to  work  on  my  commitment 
to  my  schoolwork.  Whining  about  it 
hurts  that,  rather  than  helping  it. 

In  the  end,  I  suppose  what  I’m 
trying  to  say  is,  it  is  very  hard  to  accept 
the  fact  that  we  are  not  fine  the  way  we 
are.  The  temptation  is  to  avoid  taking 
responsibihty  for  anything,  and  society 
enables  that  avoidance.  But  in  the'  end, 
we  are  flawed.  We  have  problems,  and  we 
need  to  suck  it  up  and  deal  with  them. 


Sometimes  You  Should  Just  Stay  Home 


By  Queen  Arsem-O’Malley,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Believe  it  or  not,  I  am  not  here  to 
preach-about  the  degeneration  of  mod¬ 
ern  society  or  the  commercialization 
of  Hanukkah  and  Christmas.  Yes,  we 
have  already  established  that  kids  are  so 
greedy  today  And  yes,  large  corporations 
like  Wal-Mart  and  K-Mart  are  the  devil 
incarnate. 

Rather,  I  am  here  to  discuss  an 
issue  of  greater  importance  and  merit: 
snow  days. 

As  we  all  know,  it  snowed  two  Fri¬ 
days  ago.  In  fact,  it  snowed  a  lot.  A  hell 
of  a  lot.  As  I  dragged  myself  up  three 
flights  of  stairs  in  the  morning,  I  heard 
a  general  rumble  of  “Why  the  hell  are 
we  here?  Did  you  know  that  only  two 
other  towns  have  school  today?”  and  “I 
hate  Boxboro — I  was  watching  the  news 
this  morning  and  it  kept  skipping  Boston 


PubUc  Schools  and  going  to  them!”  A  few 
hopeful  souls  made  plans  for  “if  we  get 
out  early. .oh  my  God,  please,  please  let 
that  happen!”  It  snowed  all  morning  and 
through  lunch  (I  know  this  for  a  fact — I 
got  a  lovely  view  out  the  door  at  lunch,  as 
well  as  a  lovely  freezing  breeze),  and  even 
as  we  walked  out  of  school  at  2:15.  No  one 
was  surprised  when  the  announcements 
were  made  that  all  aftei-school  activities 
were  canceOed.  The  girls’  hockey  team, 
one  of  two  activities  that  were  exempt 
from  cancellation,  apparently  walked  a 
mile  to  the  rink  for  a  scrimmage  that 
never  happened. 

But  that  was  just  the  fun  part. 

Half  an  hour  after  school  let  out, 
after  struggling  to  the  bus  stop  through 
the  stinging  snow,  I  was  crammed  into 
the  Mass  Art  lobby  with  around  30  other 
poor  souls  who  were  too  slow  to  get  on 
the  bus  and  too  cold  to  wait  outside. 
Two  hours  after  that,  I  found  myself. 


dripping,  red  from  cold,  and  exhausted, 
finally  stumbling  through  the  drifts  in 
front  of  my  house — usually  a  20  to  30 
minute  commute. 

From  the  few  students  I  talked 
to,  I  learned  that  three  buses  broke 
down — and  that  was  only  in  JP.  One  bus, 
coming  tantalizingly  into  my  view  after 
I  had  waited  (and  waited...  and  waited), 
had  nearly  arrived  at  the  stop  when  it 
became  stuck  in  a  snowbank.  Walking 
from  MassArt  to  the  MFA  train  stop,  two 
cars  and  a  bus  were  stuck  or  stalled.  Traf¬ 
fic  slipped  and  slid  on  the  road,  making  it 
dangerous  even  to  walk  on  the  sidewalk. 
Some  people’s  buses  broke  down  far  from 
any  help,  forcing  them  to  walk  either  to 
home,  or  to  Forest  Hills,  or  to  another 
warm  place  where  they  could  throw  their 
bags  on  the  ground  and  curse  the  snow 
gods/Thomas  Payzant. 

The  dangers  of  this  situation  were 
many:  people  could  have  fallen,  got  run 


over,  gotten  frostbite,  got  stuck  in  a 
snowbank,  and/or  burned  their  tongues 
on  coffee  that  they  bought  while  trying 
desperately  to  warm  themselves  as  they 
walked  a  mile  home.  In  fact.  I’m  sure 
many  of  these  things  did  happen. 

Imagine  how  much  we  could  have 
prevented  with  a  beautiful,  simple 
snow  day.  We  would  have  been  much 
safer — and  happier  and  warmei — snug 
in  our  beds  or  sledding  down  hiUs  and 
watching  movies  or  scurrying  to  catch 
up  on  homework  and  some  much-needed 
sleep — basically  doing  anything  that  did 
not  involve  a  full  day  of  school  and  walk¬ 
ing  miles  in  the  blinding  snow. 

Dr.  Payzant,  I  know  it’s  your  last 
year,  so  you  may  not  care  so  much,  but 
it’s  not  mine,  so  I  really  really  do.  So,  next 
time  there’s  supposed  to  be  10  inches  of 
slushy  snow,  wind  and  cool,  let  them  eat 
cake  at  home.  And  hot  chocolate.  Lots 
and  lots  of  hot  chocolate. 
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MARINA, 

Merry  X-mas 

Happy  Holiday! 

Green  Day  Lives! 

We  love  you!! 

2005 

Nana  +  Aunt;  Dor 

CLG 
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Happy  Holidays  to  everyone 

Congratulations 

in  the  Class  of  2006! 

to  all  of  the 

from  yoUr 

early  admits  from 
the  Class  of  2006! 

senior  class  officers, 

A.S.,  V.K-M,  LJ.,  K.Z., 

Shawna,  Hoi,  Neysa, 

J.B.-S.,  Y.L,  and  all 

Michelle,  and  Alia 

others— I’m  so  proud! 

-I.M. 
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Piano  Finds  a  Following  at 


By  Alina  Voronov,  I 
&  Atheena  Dy,  I 

Staff  Writers 


The  Boston  Latin  School  Music 
Department  has  been  very  successful  over 
the  years,  providing  all  musicians,  from 
flutists  to  guitarists,  with  performance 
or  practice  opportunities.  Students  have 
also  entertained  us  during  the  Holiday 
Concert.  But  there  is  just  one  ebony  and 
ivory  instrument  missing  from  the  group, 
an  instrument  so  large  that  it  is  rather 
surprising  it  does  not  have  a  role  befitting 
its  size.  That  instrument  is  the  piano. 

Mary  Hong  (I)  recognized  this  glar¬ 
ing  gap  two  years  ago.  Having  played  the 
piano  for  seven  years  herself,  she  decided 
that  it  would  only  be  fair  for  the  instru¬ 
ment  to  “play  a  more  central  role”  in  the 
Arts  Wing.  Soon  afterwards,  what  started 
as  a  notice  on  the  bulletin  board  met  high 
student  demands  and  turned  into  the 
Piano  Players  Society. 

The  Piano  Players  Society  is  now 


a  large  group  that 
spends  Monday  af¬ 
ternoons  exposing 
students  to  music 
theory,  teaching  ea¬ 
ger  tutees  how  to 
play  piano,  planning 
upcoming  concerts 
for  a  senior  home, 
and  preparing  for 
Chamber  Night  in 
the  spring. 

The  group’s 
main  focus  is  tutor 
ing  both  new  and 
old  members.  This 
takes  place  mostly  in  the  keyboard  lab, 
since  space  in  the  Music  Wing  is  limited. 
Beginners  with  some  experience  in  read¬ 
ing  music  start  by  learning  basic  theory 
and  then  gradually  move  towards  piano 
playing  and  performance.  More  experi¬ 
enced  players  join  in  on  the  fun,  either 
tutoring  the  eager  students,  selecting 
pieces  to  play  in  a  concert  given  later  in 


the  year,  or  even  sharing  their  thoughts 
about  technique,  certain  composers,  or 
music  in  general. 

So  far,  the  project  has  been  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Lidiya  Petrova  (H),  a  tutee  who 
started  lessons  with  the  organization 
last  year,  has  learned  a  lot  from  her  tu¬ 
tor,  Helen  Pang  (I).  Asked  to  describe  a 
routine  day,  Petrova  responded,  “We  start 


BLS 

off  doing  scales  to  warm  up.  After  [that], 
we  review  a  few  pieces  we  did  the  week 
before  and  start  to  learn  the  fingering 
for  the  next.”  Such  a  practice  regimen  is 
far  from  grueling.  In  fact,  when  the  girls 
were  asked  to  describe  the  relationship 
they  share,  they  looked  at  each  other 
and  said  in  unison,  “She  drives  me  crazy!” 
before  breaking  into  laughter.  The  ses¬ 
sions,  which  accommodate  beginners  and 
seasoned  players  alike,  can  be  given  on  a 
drop-in  or  scheduled  basis  after  school  in 
the  Music  Wing. 

One  particularly  unique  and  excitr 
ing  event  that  takes  place  about  four 
or  five  times  a  year  is  the  students’ 
visit  to  the  Amy  Lowell  House,  a  se¬ 
nior  home  near  South  Station.  There, 
Piano  Players  and  members  from  other 
BLS  clubs  regale  their  audience  with 
singing,  artistic  performances,  and 
even  popcorn  throwing.  The  latest  acts 
have  included  Celine  Dion’s  “My  Heart 
Ebony  and  Ivory 
Continued  on  page  ij 


Xbox  360  Doesn't  Come  Full  Circle 


By  Kevin  McCaughey,  IV 

COVTRIBLTTSG  WrHFR 


Microsoft’s  latest  gaming  console, 
the  Xbox  360,  was  released  on  November 
22,  becoming  the  first  next-generation 
console  on  the  market  in  North  America. 
When  you  first  see  the  clean  and  stylish 
Xbox  360,  you  will  probably  find  yourself 
checking  the  display  or  the  package  to 
make  sure  that  it  isn’t  Apple’s  newest 
iPod  and  that  it  was  in  fact  designed  by 
Microsoft.  There  are  also  two  different 
versions  to  choose  from,  the  Core  System 
($299)  and  the  Premium  System  ($399). 
The  sleek  design  and  -wireless  gear  really 
set  the  new  console  apart  from  its  bulky 
predecessor,  the  Xbox.  Xbox  Live,  or,  in 
basic  terms,  the  capacity  to  game  -with 
or  against  others  over  the  Internet,  will 
probably  play  as  major  a  role  for  the  Xbox 
360  as  it  did  for  the  original  Xbox.  There 
are  no  must-have  games  thus  far,  nor  are 
there  many  great  leaps  in  the  quality  of 
gameplay,  but  the  system  is  the  most 
technologically  advanced  console  on  the 
current  market.  With  a  handful  of  block¬ 
buster  titles  soon  to  come,  the  Xbox  360 
has  great  piotential. 

WTien  looking  into  picking  up  one 
of  these  consoles,  there  is  a  very  obvious 
question  to  consider:  whether  to  buy  the 
Core  System  or  the  Premium  System. 


The  Core  System, 
which  starts  at 
S299.99,  includes 
the  system,  wired 
controller,  adaptor, 
and  a  30-day  free 
trial  of  Xbox  Live. 

For  $100  more, 
you  can  get  the 
Premium  System, 
which  comes  with 
all  of  the  above  as 
well  as  a  hard  drive, 
wireless  control¬ 
ler  or  headset,  an 
Xbox  Live  sub¬ 
scription,  and  HD 
component  cable. 

The  major  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  system 
is  the  removable 
hard  drive,  which 
ordinarily  starts  at  $99.99  and  is  needed 
to  store  game  content  downloaded  off  of 
Xbox  Live.  In  addition,  the  Premium  Sys¬ 
tem,  unlike  the  Core  System,  is  compatible 
•with  older  Xbox  games.  Obviously,  the 
Premium  System  is  the  better  deal. 

The  gameplay  on  the  Xbox  360 
is  not  very  different  from  that  on  other 
consoles  in  the  current  market.  In  fact,  in 
the  first-person  shooter  game  Ca/i  of  Duty 
2,  the  gameplay  is  almost  exactly  the  same 


as  in  other  shooters 
on  the  original  Xbox, 
except  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nor  differences.  For 
instance,  the  artificial 
intelligence  is  much 
more  aggressive  and 
sophisticated  than 
on  other  consoles. 
Also,  the  images  are 
greatly  improved, 
thanks  to  high-defi¬ 
nition  graphics. 

A  major  turn¬ 
off  with  the  Xbox 
360  is  the  lack  of 
groundbreaking  ti- 
I  ties,  as  Halo  was  for 
S  the  original  Xbox.  If 
X  you  are  planning  to 
buy  the  system  soon, 
you  will  most  likely 
have  to  wait  a  few  months  for  a  handful 
of  blockbuster  games  to  come  out.  Some 
of  these  may  not  even  be  exclusive  to  the 
system  and  may  be  cheaper  on  others. 
Nevertheless,  a  few  good  games,  such  as 
Perfect  Dark  Zero,  Call  of  Duty  2,  Kameo: 
elements  of  Power,  and  Need  for  Speed  Most 
Vlimtedhaye  been  released  since  the  latmch 
in  November  to  satisfy  gamers.  There  are 
also  some  great  titles,  including  The  Elder 
Scrolls  TV:  Oblivion  and  Final  Fantasy  XI, 


scheduled  to  come  out  within  the  next 
few  months. 

Many  consumers  have  already  been 
complaining  about  defects  or  problems 
Tvith  their  newly  purchased  systems.  Some 
lawsuits  have  even  been  filed  against  Mi¬ 
crosoft.  These  complaints  often  include 
problems  with  system  overheating,  which 
may  lead  to  game  crashes  after  only  about 
half  an  hour  of  gameplay  or  DVD  view¬ 
ing.  The  product  is  also  in  short  supply, 
further  complicating  the  situation  as  high 
demand  prevents  retailers  from  giving 
replacement  systems  to  customers  with 
warranties.  To  fix  this  problem,  owners  of 
defective  systems  must  deal  directly  -with 
Microsoft.  Microsoft  has  offered  custom¬ 
ers  the  choice  to  send  in  their  Xbox  360  to 
the  nearest  Microsoft  repair  center  so  that 
the  problem  can  be  fixed.  The  shipping  is 
all  paid  for  by  Microsoft. 

Even  though  Microsoft  was  the  first 
company  to  distribute  its  next-generation 
console  in  North  America,  Sony  and  Nm- 
tendo  are  expected  to  release  their  own 
products  in  response  to  the  Xbox  360 
sometime  in  2006.  At  this  point,  the  Xbox 
360  system  is  plagued  -with  defects  and  is 
in  short  supply  A  wide  selection  of  games 
is  not  yet  available,  and  prices  should  come 
do-wn  within  the  next  year  or  so.  Thus, 
purchasing  the  Xbox  360  immediately  is 
probably  not  the  best  option. 


THE  NEW  XBOX  360  IS  SHINY 
BUT  NOT  MUCH  ELSE 


Epic  Chronicles  Come  Alive  Onscreen 


By  Ellie  Harte,  VI 
&  Claudia  Kenneally,  VI 

CONTWBLTING  WRITERS 


The  movie  opens  with  filter  planes 
dropping  bombs  on  row^s  of  houses  in  the 
middle  of  a  dark  night.  Four  kids  and  their 
mother  are  running  hurriedly  into  a  bomb 
shelter.  This  looks  like  a  scene  from  a  war 
movie,  but  this  film  is  actually  a  fantasy 
based  on  the  classic  children’s  series  by  C. 
S.  Lewis.  The  Chronicles  of  Narnia:  The  Lion, 
the  Witch,  and  the  Wardrobe  is  the  tale  of  the 
four  Pevensie  siblings:  Peter,  Susan,  Ed¬ 
mund,  and  Lucy  They  are  sent  to  a  distant 
relative’s  mansion  to  escape  the  bombing. 
One  rainy  day,  Lucy,  played  by  Georgie 
Henley,  comes  across  a  wardrobe  while 
playing  hide  and  seek  with  her  siblings, 
and  enters  it.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the 
children’s  adventures  in  Narnia,  a  magical 
land  with  talking  beavers,  fauns,  centaurs, 
and  giants.  According  to  a  prophecy,  the 
siblii^  will  help  save  the  Kingdom  of  Nar 


nia  from  the  evil  curse  of  the  White  Witch 
(Tilda  S-winton),  who  keeps  Narnia  in  a 
winter  -without  Christmas,  year  round. 

The 
children’s 
quest  reach¬ 
es  its  climax 
in  a  battle 
against  the 
Queen,  with 
Peter  (Wil¬ 
liam  Mosley) 
in  charge  of 
the  magical 
inhabitants 
of  Narnia. 

While  the 
acting  of  the 
four  Pevensie^ 

children  is  superb,  Narnia’s  true  ruler,  a  lion 
named  Aslan,  really  steals  the  show.  Voiced 
by  Liam  Neeson,  the  lion  is  a  computergen¬ 
erated  character,  but  he  looks  very  realistic 
and  gets  much  of  the  focus  in  his  scenes. 


Flis  size  as  he  towers  over  the  children  is 
breathtaking,  and  his  emotions  are  con- 
-vincingly  portrayed.  Aslan  speaks  like  a  hu¬ 
man  adult, 
and  when 
the  White 
Wtch  tries 
to  kill  him, 
he  even  ap¬ 
pears  to  be 
■weeping. 
Nar¬ 


\  . .  . 


nia  IS  very 
faithful  to 
jthe  book, 
?a  fact  that 

J 

ifans  of  the 
series  will 
appreciate. 
Since  Narnia  itself  is  never  described  in 
the  book  and  each  reader  has  to  envision 
it  for  himself,  however,  the  movie’s  depic¬ 
tion  of  the  magical  land  will  not  be  able  to 
satisfy  every  die-hard  fan.  Also,  while  the 


THE  PEVENSIE  SIBLINGS  IN  SNOWY  NARNIA 


characters  are  •well-developed  in  the  novel, 
the  mo-vie  does  not  allow  for  the  same 
level  of  description,  and  the  characters 
seem  somewhat  shallow.  The  movie  is  full 
of  action,  but  at  the  same  time  is  not  very 
fast-paced.  The  action  is  -well-spread  out 
through  the  film,  making  it  exceedingly 
suspenseful. 

The  child  actors,  especially  Anna 
Popplewell  as  Susan,  the  cautious  sibling, 
are  extremely  good.  Tilda  S-winton  also 
gives  an  impressive  performance  as  the 
cruel  White  Witch,  and  looks  appropri¬ 
ately  savage  when  turning  her  enemies  into 
stone.  Despite  the  fact  that  many  Namians 
are  computergenerated  and  the  children, 
while  filming,  had  to  pretend  to  interact 
with  real  creatures,  the  movie  succeeds  in 
making  the  audience  feel  as  though  they 
were  in  Narnia. 

“Impossible,”  cries  Susan,  as  she 
enters  the  wardrobe.  But  once  you  have 
seen  this  film,  you  can  say  that  there  is 
nothing  really  impossible  in  Narnia. 
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Alumnus  Discusses  BLS  and  Show  Business 


By  Yucong  Ma,  I 

A&E  Editor 


“I  was  the  quintessential  late 
bloomer,”  comments  Mark  Driscoll, 
Class  of  1977.  Driscoll  may  have  been 
slow  to  catch  up  as  a  student,  but 
today,  Driscoll  is  the  co-executive  _ 
producer  for  the  ABC  sitcom  ® 
Hope  6"  Faith  ctLH  he  counttd  | 

as  one  of  the  many  successful 
alumni  produced  by  Boston  Latin 
School  in  the  last  century. 

Driscoll’s  Latin  career 
had  a  rocky  start.  On  his  first 
day  in  seventh  grade,  he  entered 
his  first  class,  which  was  a  study 
hall.  Unfortunately,  when  greeted 
by  a  room  full  of  upperclassmen, 
he  assumed  that  study  hall  was 
a  class  where  students  learned 
how  to  study  and  that  he  would 
be  competing  for  grades  with 
juniors  and  seniors.  He  recalls  spend¬ 
ing  that  period  filled  with  trepidation, 
unsure  of  what  was  expected  of  him  . 
and  ultimately  doing  nothing.  That 


frame  of  mind  was  to  persist  for  seven 
more  years,  as  Driscoll’s  normally  stel¬ 
lar  grades  plunged.  He  had  been  ranked 
near  the  top  as  an  entering  sixie,  but 
repeated  a  year  and  graduated  in  1977  at 
the  bottom  of  his  class.  Today,  Driscoll 
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MARK  DRISCOLL  '77  IS  CO-EXECUTIVE  PRODUCER  OF  THE  SHOW. 


less  counseling  and  hand-holding  then 
than  there  is  now.  In  his  opinion,  some 
students  flourished,  but  others  like  him 
would  have  caught  up  only  “if  someone 
had  taken  [them]  aside  and  explained 
what  to  do.”  After  graduation,  Driscoll 
spent  another  year  at  Philips 
Exeter  Academy  to  catch  up 
on  his  grades,  then  enrolled  at 
Harvard  University. 

During  his  years  at  Har 
vard,  Driscoll  majored  in  a  sub¬ 
ject  virtually  impossible  to  find 
today  -  Soviet  government.  He 
reflects  now  that  he  would  have 
gone  to  law  school  just  because 
it  felt  like  the  next  step,  but 
during  those  four  years,  Driscoll 
also  became  heavily  involved 
jwith  the  Lampoon,  Harvard’s 
Sinfamous  humor  magazine. 
<There,  he  unknowingly  met 


reflects  on  his  performance  at  a  school 
where  he  was  always  conscious  of  the  op¬ 
portunities  offered,  but  never  took  full 
advantage  of  them.  He  says  there  was 


many  people  who  would  be¬ 
come  influential  in  Hollywood  and  his 
current  line  of  work.  He  also  became 
a  regular  at  the  American  Repertory 
Theatre  in  Cambridge,  taking  walk-on 


roles  and  immersing  himself  in  drama. 
He  confesses  that  he  loved  acting,  and 
would  have  continued  if  he  had  been 
asked  to.  Instead,  he  returned  to  school 
and  studied  Russian  “fanatically.” 

In  1991,  Driscoll  entered  the  show 
business  after  he  met  old  friends  in  Los 
Angeles  who  knew  enough  names  to  get 
his  foot  in  the  door  as  far  as  scripts  and 
first  readings  were  concerned.  He  got 
a  job  for  one  season,  and  as  he  puts  it, 
“the  more  you  do,  the  more  you  know.” 
Show  business  is  a  very  introvert  busi¬ 
ness,  but  in  Driscoll’s  opinion,  getting 
in  isn’t  hard  because  most  people  are 
willing  to  try  out  a  new  writer.  “People 
think  the  first  job  is  the  hardest  to  get, 
but  I  think  it’s  the  second  job,”  aflirms 
Driscoll.  If  you  perform  poorly,  you  are 
unlikely  to  get  a  second  chance,  because 
news  spreads  quickly. 

Driscoll  does  not  describe  his 
career  choice  as  much  of  a  conscious 
decision.  He  would  have  liked  writing 

Hope  and  Faith 
Continued  on  page  14 


One- Act  Comedies  Provide  Winter  Humor 


By  Natanaelle  Orisma,  I 

Staff  Writer 


What  do  a  perky  teacher,  a  language 
con  artist,  and  an  unusually  jovial  mourner 
have  in  common?  They  are  among  the 
many  memorable  characters  of  the 
Boston  Latin  Theatre  Company’s  “Now 
That’s  Funny:  An  Evening  of  One  Act 
Comedies,”  which  had  adults  and  children 
alike  holding  their  sides  with  incessant 
laughter.  Jinxed  by  the  unexpected  mini¬ 
blizzard  on  Friday,  December  9,,  opening 
day  proved  somewhat  disappointing  as 
attendance  was  low.  Saturday’s  show, 
however,  attracted  a  vast  audience  and, 
judging  from  the  standing  ovations  and 
prolonged  applause,  the  production  was 
definitely  a  success. 

With  Ms.  Christa  Crewdson  as 
director  and  a  dynamic  cast  of  students 
from  all  classes,  the  show  combined 
several  types  of  humor  into  digestible 
comedy.  Two  outstanding  scenes  were 
“Universal  Language,”  featuring  James 
Mealey  (I),  Brittany  Halls  (II),  and  Mar 

Happy  Holidays  - 
To  All 

Hard  Working 
Students 


Hi  Chris  Nguyen! 

We  want  to 

embarrass  you  With  this 
message  but  we  won’t. 

Merry  Christmas! 

xoxo, 

Kathy  +  Jen 

Liana  You’re 
The  Best 
Love 
Ma  +  Dad 


garet  Kerr  (IV),  and  “Sure  Thing,”  starring 
Ben  Park  (I)  and  Kayla  Shaughnessy  (II). 
“Universal  Language”  featured  a  manipu¬ 
lative  thief  who  posed  as  an  instructor  of 
“Unamunda,”  an  original,  witty  language 
that  actually  sounded  like  a  wild  mix  of 
German  and  British-accented  English,  in 
an  attempt  to  trick  a  guUible  customer 
into  handing  him  $500  for  introduction 
classes.  In  “Sure  Thing,”  two  strangers  met 
in  a  cozy  cafe,  exchanging  words  normally 
tmtil  a  bell  was  rung,  making  them  rewind 
and  replay  the  dialogue  in  a  different 
way.  Even  after  exiting  the  Black  Box,  I 
couldn’t  help  but  laugh  when  I  recalled 
phrases  such  as  “Velcro!”  from  “Una¬ 
munda.”  The  impredictable  and  comical 
interaction  between  the  two  characters 
in  “Sure  Thing”  further  made  the  play  a 
Saturday  outing  well  spent. 

One  segment  of  the  production  was 
“Audience’s  Inner  Thoughts,”  in  which  a 
group  of  actors  seated  with  the  audience 
depicted  ftmny  situations  that  could  oc¬ 
cur  in  a  dysfunctional  audience.  Faith 
Savill  (I),  who  played  an  annoying  fre- 

Goodbye 
Mr.  Mikalitis 
Good  luck 
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quent  cell  phone  user, 
claims  that  she  identi¬ 
fied  with  her  character, 
and  then  pla5dully  adds, 

“I  just  hope  that  I’m 
not  that  irritating.” 

After  grueling  weeks  of 
preparation,  Savill  feels 
satisfied  with  her  first 
Boston  Latin  School 
performance  and  re¬ 
members  it  as  a  “really 
fun  experience.”  She  is 
also  content  that  “the 
play  was  able  to  draw  in 
all  senses  of  humor  to 
produce  something  ap¬ 
pealing  to  everyone.” 

Shaughnessy  re¬ 
calls  the  “awesome  en¬ 
ergy”  that  the  audience 
reflected  and  the  posi¬ 
tive  effect  that  it  had 
on  her  performance.  . 

“I  was  afraid  that  the  audience  wouldn’t 
keep  up  because  the  lines  [in  my  scene] 


SENIOR  BEN  PARK  IN  PAJAMAS 


were  so  repetitive,  but 
because  they  were  so 
fantastic  I  was  able  to 
get  more  into  my  role,” 
she  beams.  Shaugh¬ 
nessy  also  explains  that 
the  dancing  parties  dur 
ing  rehearsals  made 
her  participation  in 
the  play  all  the  more 
enjoyable. 

“Now  That’s 
Furmy”  is  a  beautifully 
mastered  and  undeni¬ 
ably  hilarious  compi¬ 
lation  of  short  skits, 
sure  to  leave  anyone 
hurting  with  side-splitr 
ting  laughter.  Due  to 
;  the  blizzard,  there  will 
i  be  an  encore  perfoi- 
I  mance  on  Wednesday, 

I  December  21,  2005 
3:00  p.m.  in  the  Black 


Box,  sure  to  be  just  as  entertaining  as  the 
previous  two. 


Hey!  HR  228  Rox! 

We’re  like  the  best  class 
ever!  Luv  ya. 

Vivian  Nguyen 

HAPPY  HOLroAYS! 

Happy 
Holidays 
To  All! 

I  love  you  Ms.  Gomez!  And  Ms. 
Arnold! 

And  Ms.  Malone  and  Ms.  Feehily! 
Qu’est-ce  que  e’est?!? 

I  love  Mr.  Darcy! 

TREE!  CREAMSICLE! 

Long  live  Bartholomew  III,  Esq. 
TonEE! 

I  am  the  BrassPotato! 

Happy  Holidays 
to  Homeroom  125 
and  AP  US  History 
students! 

U.S.  History  is  better. 

THAN 

Meemee 

WHAT? 

A  ROOT 

Rocks! 

CANAL 

Dr.  Neary 
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Spotlight 

Tom  Ahmadifar 


By  Henry  Kenyon,  I 

CoNTiuBirroiG  WurreR 


In  April  of  sophomore  year,  I  was 
leaning  against  a  locker  when  a  blur  of 
beard  and  beauty  ran  up  behind  me  and 
cried,  “I  didn’t  know  you  play  trumpet, 
•  toor  1  did  play  trumpet,  and  that  young 
man  whom  I  was  meeting  was  Tom  Ah¬ 
madifar.  And  boy,  am  I  glad  I  ever  did. 

From  that  first  encounter.  I’ve  got¬ 
ten  to  know  Tom  pretty  well.  I’ve  been 
in  the  BLS  Big  Band,  Concert  Band,  and 
Football  Band  with  him  for  the  past  two 
years.  In  addition  to  those  ensembles, 
Tom  also  plays  in  Honors  Orchestra.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  time  I’ve  spent  with  him  in  these 
bands,  Tom  has  made  me  realize  how 
excellent  life  can  be.  Tom  is  a  loyal  fiiend, 
hard-working  student,  and  talented  musi¬ 
cian.  If  I  were  his  parent,  I  would  be  very 
proud  of  him.  In  fact.  I’m  very  proud  of 
him  anyway. 

One  of  the  reasons  I  admire  Tom  is 
that  he  has  a  GPA  that’s  stuck  somewhere 
in  the  stratosphere  and  yet  he  still  man¬ 
ages  to  be  incredibly  stress-free.  Next 
time  you  find  yourself  complaining  about 
how  you  can’t  handle  your  workload,  think 
ofTom.  He  gets  all  his  work  done  and  has 
a  total  of  seven  rehearsals  a  week,  plus  two 
lessons!  That’s  what  I  call  dedication. 

Over  the  summer,  several  Boston 
Latin  School  students,  including  Tom  and 
myself  won  scholarships  to  attend  a  five- 
week  stunmer  performance  program  at 
the  Berklee  College  of  Music.  It  was  there 
that  I  discovered  Tom’s  intellectual  side. 
Over  countless  slices  of  teriyaki  or  buffalo 
chicken  pizza  at  Crazy  Doug’s,  Tom  and 
I  discussed  the  finer  jKiints  of  life — moral¬ 
ity  love,  the  future,  and  Lin  Biviano,  our 
teacher  and  favorite  trumpet  player. 

Tom  started  playing  trumpet  when 
he  was  nine  at  the  New  England  Conser 
vatory,  where  he  jaerformed  in  a  chamber 
brass  quartet  for  7  years.  Since  then,  he 
has  become  one  of  the  best  trumpet  play¬ 
ers  in  recent  Latin  School  history.  If  you’ve 
heard  him  phy  or  been  in  band  with  him, 
yon  know  that  he  is  truly  talented.  When¬ 
ever  ^4r.  Pitts  wants  something  played 
correctly  he  looks  to  Tom,  and  Tom  gets 
theiebdone.  He  also  recently  made  it  into 
the  Senior  District  Band  for  the  second 
time^^M  got  such  a  fa^  score  in  his  audi¬ 
tion  tiutt  he  also  secured  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  andition  for  AlFState. 

-One  of  Tom’s  nM>st  umipie  traits  b 
b  hatf-lranian.  He  understsmb 
Earn,  die  officid  langnage  of  baa,  apd 


f  the  most  eacFfleat 
I^Jiad  ^  {dtasme  oC.ioecAiil^ 
'^ain’e  hoibe  ahngrs 

tdioot  gUrkaiid  I 

indlfii  Tiint’i  iiii  irp|[. 
1  tn$  skeptical  si' 
.  boa  oace-.fen  go  feidan,  yon 

^  was  a  time  in  my  Ufe  when  I 
diici^kiiowTomAhmadifmH’m  very  glad 
that  time  bgone.  In  fa^  1  think  everyoiK 
should  know  Tom,  ngrefore,  I  am  hereby 
iniriaHt^  a-  program  wherein  everyone 
tdio  reads  tins  article  and  then  sees  Tom 
in  the  hdiway  mustgo  up  and  introduce 
him  or  fKnelf  If  you  want,  ask  him  to 


break  out  his  rrum|3et  and  serenade  yx>u. . 
Who  knows?  Fie  mi^t  just  do  it„. 


A  Teacher  Man's  Journey 


By  Kieran  Kelly,  ITT 

Statf  Writer 


“There  are  two  basic  ways  of  captui- 
mg  the  attention  of  the  American  teenager: 
sex  and  food,”  comments  Frank  McCourt 
in  his  new  book.  Teacher  Man.  This  simple 
statement  demonstrates  McCourt’s  knack 
for  profundity  in  this  book.  After  all,  it  sure 
worked  on  you,  didn’t  it? 

Teacher  Man,  McCourt’s  third  mem¬ 
oir,  details  the  author’s  experiences  as  a 
high  school  English  teacher  in  New  Ybrk 
since  the  late  1950s.  McCourt’s  previous 
works  mchide  Angela’s  Ashes  and  ‘Tts,  which 
focus  more  on  his  family  and  miserable 
childhood.  In  contrast.  Teacher  Man  fo¬ 
cuses  more  on  McCourt  himself  and  his 
adult  life. 

In  this  book,  McCourt  recounts  his 
pedagogic  coming-oFage  and  explains  that 
his  growth  as  a  teacher  was  unconven¬ 
tional.  The  GI  Bill,  which  provided  a  col¬ 
lege  education  for  U.S.  veterans,  enabled 
McCourt  to  attend  New  York  University 
after  fighting  in  Korea.  He  was  soon  side¬ 
tracked,  however,  and  worked  on  the 
docks  in  New  York  City  before  getting 
a  job  at  a  vocational  school  there.  As  he 
moved  along  in  his  career  and  worked  at 
several  other  schools  around  New  York, 
he  learned  about  teaching  and  developed 
his  own  methods  of  reaching  students. 
McCourt  even  briefly  references  Boston 


Frank 

McCourt 


Teacher  Man 


Latin  School,  the  alma  mater  of  one  of 
his  coOeagues,  and  speaks  well  of  Latin 
School’s  education  and  the  reputation 
preceding  it. 

One  of  his  largest  problems  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  book  was  not  rowdy 
students,  but  stifling  superiors.  From 
the  start,  he  utilized  unusual  teaching 
methods  in  the  classroom,  telling  stories 
of  his  impoverished  childhood  in  Limer¬ 
ick,  Ireland  and  his  meager,  menial  life  in 
America  before  joining  the  Army  His  wit 
and  mischievous  demeanor  got  him  in  Ucks 
of  trouble,  such  as  when  he  responded  to 


a  question  about  dating  girls  in  Ireland  by 
saying,  “No,  dammit.  Sheep.  We  went  out 
with  sheep.” 

McCourt  says  in  the  prologue  that 
he  decided  to  write  this  book  because  he 
hadn’t  given  teaching  the  credit  it  deserved 
in  his  prior  memoirs.  He  makes  it  clear  by 
the  end  of  the  book  just  how  hard  of  a  job 
it  can  be.  According  to  McCourt,  “You’d 
be  better  off  as  a  cop.  At  least  then  you’d 
have  a  gun  or  a  stick  to  defend  yourself  A 
teacher  has  nothing  but  his  mouth.” 

McCourt’s  memoir  is  largely  anec¬ 
dotal,  though  he  ties  it  all  together  with 
his  own  ideas  and  philosophies  about 
teaching,  education,  and  life  in  general.  He 
revisited  his  painstaking  catechism  teach¬ 
ings  and  brought  to  his  classes  the  dregs  of 
good  left  from  a  draught  of  hardship.  The 
principles  underlying  the  Catholic  confes¬ 
sion  were  used  to  analyze  and  interpret 
literature.  He  drew  objects  from  real  life 
into  the  classroom,  at  one  point  compar 
ing  a  ballpoint  pen  to  a  sentence  and  using 
cookbooks  to  teach  poetry 

The  book  reads  well,  and  McCourt 
gives  relevance  to  each  of  his  chronicles. 
He  tells  of  his  life  in  vivid  detail,  not  omit¬ 
ting  any  thoughts  on  situations  and  his 
later  regrets.  The  book’s  tone  is  light  and 
written  from  the  perspective  of  a  worldly 
mentor.  This  book  is  highly  recommended 
to  those  who  might  enjoy  a  view  inside  the 
mind  of  a  teacher. 


$60  Games?  Go  Indie  Instead! 


By  Ari  Klickstein,  III 

Stajt  Writer 

In  a  newborn  industry  fueled  by  li¬ 
censed  material  and  brand  names,  innova¬ 
tion  and  originality  are  often  overlooked, 
and  familiarity  and  staleness  rewarded. 
However,  for  the  last  eight  years,  the  In¬ 
dependent  Games  Festival  (IGF)  has  led 
the  resistance  against  more  World  War 
II  first-person  shooters  and  monopolized 
Madden  games.  The  independently  devel¬ 
oped  game  is  a  unique  medium  because  it 
is  created  by  less  than  10  people,  instead  of 
the  100  or  more  that  often  work  on  retail 
games.  Such  “indie”  games  have  smaller 
budgets,  if  any  at  all,  and  are  usually 
shorter  than  games  by  major  developers. 

Love  you  Lauren  - 

Mom,  Mike,  Liam, 

Ry,  Grandma 
+  Uncle  Jon 


To  all  my  teachers  and 
friends: 

Happy  Holidays!! 
~Atheena 
Keep  holding  on 
seniors... we’re  almost 
there!  ‘06! 


Happy  Holidays 
from  the  Mitlette 
Family 


To  compensate,  however,  they  are  almost 
always  free  to  download  and  play,  and  are 
easily  accessible  to  casual  gamers  and  non¬ 
gamers  alike.  The  IGF’s  annual  competi¬ 
tion  rewards  smaller  game  developers  with 
thousands  of  dollars  and  worldwide  recog¬ 
nition,  propeUing  them  from  obscurity  to 
indie  fame.  Notable  recent  wiimers  have 
carved  out  a  name  for  themselves,  and 
new  distribution  methods  make  the  highly 
competitive  videogame  market  easier  for 
small  developers  to  compete  in. 

Each  year,  the  competition  con¬ 
sists  of  separate  categories,  including 
the  Grand  Prize  and  prizes  for  Best  Web 
Browser  Game,  Technical  Excellence,  and 
Innovations,  which  is  divided  into  Visual 
Art,  Audio  and  Game  Design.  As  of  De- 


Happy  Holidays  to 
my  students 

From:  Ms.  Cousens 


Qin  Dynasty 
Lives  On 


Merry  Christmas  to 
Jennifer  Baskin 
A  great  student  teacher. 
Fun  and  lively  and  smart. 
Ms.  O’Malley 
+  the  seniors' 


cember  ii,  five  finalists  have  been  named 
for  each  category,  and  a  winner  will  be 
selected  by  a  panel  of  industry  judges  and 
past  winners  in  May.  In  addition,  there  is 
an  audience  award  and  a  game  modifica¬ 
tion  award. 

The  big  winners  of  2005  redefined 
side-scrolling  games.  One  of  the  the 
Grand  Prize  winners,  Gish,  is  a  game 
whose  protagonist  is  as  freeform  as  his 
onomatopoeic  name.  A  12-pound  blob  of 
tar,  Gish  traverses  murky  sewers  to  save 
his  kidnapped  lady  friend  Brea  in  classic 
videogame  fashion.  Gish  crushes  dement 


Indie  Gaming 
Continued  on  page  14 


Directions  for  a  great 
Christmas  break: 

drink  hot  chocolate,  smile, 
and  get  some  sleep. 

Happy  Holidays  to  all 
my  friends... 

: )  Sarah  Sears 


Happy  Holidays 

FROM  THE 

Taylor  Family 


Hoping  that  all  BLS 
students  get  caught  up 
on  their  sleep  during  the 
vacation... 


Ml.  Montague 
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Too  Bad  To  Be  Thrown  Away 


By  Julia  Ryan,  III 

Staff  Writer 


The  scene  is  the  Dedham  Commu¬ 
nity  Theater  on  a  chilly  Saturday  night. 
I  walk  past  the  popcorn  and  Sour  Patch 
Kids  and  down  the  stairs  to...  where?  Yes, 
the  men’s  bathroom.  One  may  assume 
I  am  reviewing  a  movie,  or  at  the  least, 
men’s  bathroom  public  safety.  Neither, 
however,  is  on  the  agenda  tonight.  To¬ 
night,  it’s  all  about  the  art. 

Walking  down  the  aforementioned 
stairs,  to  many  men’s  surprise,  as  it  was 
to  mine,  one  is  not  faced  with  a  bath¬ 
room  but  a  crumbling  and  rather  moldy 
basement  room  that  leads  to  the  actual 
bathroom.  What  sets  this  room  apart  is 
the  artwork  crowding  the  walls.  Paint¬ 
ings,  pinatas,  sculptures,  and  containers 
of  Nerds  line  the  walls  and  floor.  For  this 
is  not  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  or  even 
“good”  art,  but  art  “too  bad  to  be  ignored”: 
the  Museum  of  Bad  Art. 

The  Museum  of  Bad  Art  (MOBA) 
was  founded  in  the  fall  of  1993  by  Scott 
Wilson.  Wilson  was  inspired  after  he 
found  the  painting  “Lucy  In  the  Field 
with  Flowers.”  The  painting  depicts  an 
older  woman,  who  eerily  resembles  the 
beloved  Napoleon  Dynamite,  sitting  in 
a  field  of  daisies.  She  holds  a  bright  red 
chair  behind  her  as  she  moves  through 
an  unreal  and  bizarre  apple-green-colored 
landscape.  Wilson  found  the  piece  in  a  pile 
of  trash  outside  a  RosHndale  home  in  1993. 


Most  works  at  the  MOBA  were  found 
in  the  garbage,  created  and  discarded  by 
unknown  artists.  Now,  they  hang  in  the 
Museum  of  Bad  Art. 

In  the  spring  of  1994,  MOBA  had 
its  first  show,  tucked  away  in  a  private 
home  in  Boston.  In  1995,  the  museum 
moved  to  its  current  location  in  Ded¬ 
ham.  The  creativity  and  simplicity  of  the 


LUCY:  THE  GRANDMOTHER  OF  ALL  BAD  ART 

museum  is  delightful.  A  caption  under 
the  work  “Monkey  with  Banana”  asks  a 
little  sarcastically,  “The  blue  eyes  make  us 
wonder:  could  this  little  creature’s  father 
be  Nordic?”  Another  piece  called  “Pablo 
Presley”  is  a  portrait  of  the  star  Elvis  Pre¬ 
sley  Under  the  painting,  the  museum  tells 


how  an  Ohio  radio  station  that  collects 
Elvis  portraits  tried  to  buy  it.  Above  the 
door  and  next  to  a  video  camera,  a  sign 
cautions:  “Warning:  These  premises  are 
protected  by  a  fake  security  camera.” 

The  intimate  nature  of  the  museum, 
along  with  its  humorous  signs,  make  for 
an  unusual  but  fun  experience.  There 
are  no  guards  and  no  fees — just  a  small 
room  and  some  urinals.  One  aspect  of 
the  museum  that  left  me  puzzled  was  how 
the  MOBA  decides  whether  a  partictilar 
piece  of  art  is  bad.  For  some  pieces,  the 
reasons  are  obvious:  “More”  depicts  a  face 
with  three  eyes,  which  might  have  been 
finger  painted. 

Some  other  works,  however,  though 
bizarre,  are  meticulously  detailed  and 
show  signs  of  real  talent.  “Jerez  the 
Clown,”  a  “perfect  depiction  of  pure  evil 
in  the  guise  of  childhood’s  friend,”  wound 
up  on  the  MOBA’s  walls.  This  painting 
could  easily  be  an  example  of  work  by 
Norman  Rockwell.  It  comes  alive  and  is  a 
classic  example  of  realistic  painting. 

These  days,  if  a  blank  white  canvas 
with  a  few  haphazard  black  lines  can 
wind  up  in  the  Museum  of  Fine  Art,  why 
shouldn’t  a  painting  of  a  demented  clown? 
Don’t  take  my  word  for  it.  Go  look  at 
“Jerez”  for  yourself  and  form  your  own 
opinions  on  what  is  really  bad  art.  As  for 
the  men’s  bathroom,  you  can  form  your 
own  opinions  on  that  too.  For  more  infon 
mation  and  a  preview  of  some  really  bad 
art,  visit  www.museumofbadart.org. 


Spotlight 

Joh^maKenney 


By  Monica  Mleczko,  I 

Staff  Writfji 


In  the  fourth  grade,  Johanna  Ken¬ 
ney  and  I  used  to  don  some  of  my  karate 
gear  and  stamp  around  in  my  living  room. 
We  would  feint,  lunge  at  each  other,  and 
jump  around.  I  suppose  many  things  begin 
with  childish  obsessions.  Dragonball  Z 
was  Johanna’s  initial  trigger  to  a  long  love 
afiair  with  art. 

Growing  up  with  three  older  broth¬ 
ers,  Johanna  was  inclined  towards  athletics. 
She  excelled  in  basketball,  soccer,  softball, 
and  hockey  But  something  happened  in  the 
ninth  grade.  It  was  one  of  those  difficult 
transitions  VFhere  no  one  can  pinpoint  the 
time  or  reason  for  change.  Fler  taste  in 
music  evolved,  she  picked  up  guitar,  and  she 
began  to  take  a  film  class  at  the  Boys’  and 
Girls’  Club  in  Dorchester.  That  summer 
she  started  a  band  vsdth  a  few  friends  from 
the  neighborhood. 

Although  the  band  eventually  fell 
apart,  you  can  still  see  Johanna  walking 
around  with  a  guitar  slung  over  her  shoulder 


Breakthrough  at  Baraka 


By  Silvana  Vivas,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Imagine  being  plucked  from  a  large 
public  school  in  Maryland  and  dropped 
into  an  EastrAfrican  boarding  school.  This 
is  what  happens  to  young  innercity  boys 
from  the  projects  of  Baltimore  in  the  new 
documentary  The  Boys  of  Baraka.  Thanks 
to  a  special  program,  the  boys  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  spend  two  years  at 
the  Baraka  School  in  Kenya,  twenty  miles 
from  the  capital  city  of  Nairobi. 

Many  of  the  boys’  parents  were 
pleased  to  see  their  children  get  a  chance 
to  improve  their  lives  by  focusing  on  their 
studies  in  the  desert-like  Baraka,  since 
typically  only  about  76  percent  of  African- 
American  students  in  Maryland  graduate 
from  high  school.  At  first,  the  boys  won¬ 
dered  if  it  would  be  similar  to  a  boot 
camp,  but  then  they  soon  realized  that 
they  would  be  in  the  middle  of  nature  and 
surrounded  by  people  who  are  “poor  and 
black,”  as  one  boy  put  it. 

While  many  boys  were  recruited 
to  go  to  the  Baraka  School,  the  movie 
focuses  on  certain  ones  whose  attitudes 
have  changed  after  their  stay  there,  includ¬ 
ing  Richard,  13,  and  his  younger  brother 
Romesh,  who  disliked  the  drug  trafficking 
going  on  around  their  home;  Devon,  12, 


who  enjoyed  attending  church;  and  Mon¬ 
trey,  12,  who  said  he  wanted  to  become 
a  “chemologist.”  After  one  year  at  the 
school,  they  returned  home.  Even  though 
they  were  glad  to  see  their  family  again, 
they  became  bored  with  their  neighbor 
hood  and  could  not  wait  to  get  back  to 


BALTIMORE  NATIVES  IN  BARAKA 


Baraka.  Unfortunately,  because  of  political 
reasons,  the  Baraka  school  was  closed  and 
the  boys  were  not  able  to  return  for  their 
second  year. 

The  filmmakers  check  in  with  the 
boys  nine  months  later  to  see  how  they 
were  doing.  Richard  and  Romesh,  unfor 
tunately,  have  softened  their  anti-drug 
attitudes,  and  have  seen  little  improve¬ 
ment  in  their  lives.  Devon,  however,  is 
now  devoted  to  becoming  a  preacher, 
complete  with  sermons  that  say,  “Leave 
it  to  Jesus!  Don’t  leave  it  to  Beaver,  leave 


it  to  Jesus!”  As  for  Montrey,  he  achieved  a 
fuU  score  on  the  MSA,  a  math  exam,  and  is 
attending  a  competitive  secondary  school 
in  Baltimore.  Through  their  experience  in 
Baraka,  most  of  the  boys  have  learned  that 
hard  work  pays  offj  and  their  lives  have 
improved  thanks  to  this  lesson. 

Baraka  is  worth  seeing  because 
it  shows  how  innencity  kids  really 
feel  about  their  own  lives.  Instead  of 
looking  at  statistics,  the  film  reveals 
the  children’s  feelings  and  thoughts 
about  education  and  community. 

-.  The  boys  want  a  program  established 
Ig  so  that  they  can  keep  learning  even 
after  the  Baraka  school  closes.  The 
documentary  also  depicts  the  cultural 
divide  that  the  boys  must  overcome 
—  as  Americans  in  a  foreign  continent, 
especially  through  humorous  lines  such  as 
“I  miss  chicken  strips”  or  “I  didn’t  know 
it  rained  in  Africa.”  The  film  as  a  whole 
conveys  a  feeling  of  sadness  for  the  boys, 
but  also  makes  the  audience  feel  grateful 
for  all  that  they  have. 

Overall,  The  Boys  of  Baraka  is  a  stir 
ring  documentary  It  is  a  truly  fascinating 
portrayal  that  can  be  enjoyed  by  anyone 
and  will  appeal  most  to  ages  twelve  and 
up.  Make  sure  you  check  it  out  at  the 
Coolidge  Corner  Theatre  over  winter 
break! 


Ebony  and  Ivory 
Continued  from  pagy  10 


Will  Go  On”  as  well  as  lesserknown 

German  songs,  and  even  improvisations 
on  the  old  classic  “Heart  and  Soul.”  Of 
course,  performances  are  not  limited  to 
pianists;  violinists  and  members  of  other 
clubs  sometimes  tag  along,  adding  to  the 
diverse  arrangement  of  music.  And  it’s 
not  just  instrumentalists:  one  group  even 
performed  an  Asian  dance.  The  recep¬ 
tion  has  been  more  than  favorable.  One 
particular  performance  of  Beethoven’s 
“Moonlight  Sonata”  so  moved  one  woman 
that  she  began  crying;  the  famous  piece 
had  been  played  at  her  graduation.  With 
every  visifto  the-Housti,'  Students  bring 


joy  to  a  group  of  people  who  might  oth¬ 
erwise  be  quite  lonely. 

The  Society  even  compiles  music 
for  students  to  perform.  Their  collection 
already  includes  jazz,  pop,  and  Disney 
pieces.  The  club  even  provides  members 
with  URLs  or  PDFs  if  they  do  not  have 
the  music  in  their  collection. 

The  Piano  Players  are  most  notable 
for  participating  in  Chamber  Night, 
having  replaced  the  Spring  String  Fling, 
usually  held  either  in  May  or  June.  The 
recital  features  a  combination  of  art¬ 
ists,  from  Piano  Players  and  Percussion 
Band  members  to  student  bands., such 
as  th^  popular  Chronic  Fiink  Syridrome 
to!  soloists  who  may  otherwise  not  have 


performance  opportunities.  Through  this 
event,  students  can  share  what  they  have 
worked  on  over  the  course  of  the  year. 
Auditions  are  open  to  all  and  given  on  a 
sign-up  basis. 

The  Piano  Player  Society  is  defi¬ 
nitely  flourishing.  It  has  finally  created 
a  place  for  pianists  to  share  their  love  of 
music  with  each  other  and  with  those 
around  them.  Still,  the  club  could  im¬ 
prove.  Asked  what  she  would  change 
about  the  club,  Mary  said  that  she  would 
increase  attendance  and  diversity.  So 
come  on  Mondays  to  learn  more,  engage 
,  yourself  in  a  stimulating  discussion  on 
Beethoven,  or  relax  as  your  fingers  glide 
acro^  a  keyboard. 


in  preparation  for  lessons  at  Berklee  Col- 
1^^  of  Music.  Her  musical  horizons  have 
expanded  to  include  everything  from  the 
Sex  Pistols  to  Pink  Floyd.  In  a  more  mature 
chan^  firom  her  chords  and  playing-byear, 
she  is  currently  taking  Music  Theory  as 
one  of  her  electives.  Music  revealed  a  side 
of  Johanna  that  most  people  are  not  so 
privileged  to  see.  She  became  a  screaming, 
jumping,  totally  off-the-wall  guitar  player 
and  singer. 

Johanna  painted  a  giant  foot  this  past 
summer.  She  also  painted  an  enormous 
red-winged  black  bird  that  I  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  see.  As  we  drove  into  Roslin- 
dale  along  the  American  Legion  Highway 
one  night,  she  pointed  out  the  mural  she 
had  helped  paint  as  part  of  the  Mayor’s 
Mural  Crew  The  giant  foot  was  part  of  the 
cemetery-inspired  mural  in  Forest  Hills. 
The  remnants  of  that  experience  cannot 
only  be  seen  in  the  paint  stains  all  over  her 
backpack,  but  also  in  the  development  of 
her  technique. 

As  an  AP  Art  student  applying  to 
numerous  art  schools,  Johanna  spends 
hours  W'orking  on  her  portfolio.  Many 
Sundays  have  been  spent  working  on  only 
one  piece  of  artwork.  A  true  Bostonian  at 
heart,  she  decided  to  focus  on  the  MBTAas 
the  overarching  theme  in  her  painting.  She 
takes  gloomy  and  crumbling  stations  like 
Boylston  and  turns  them  into  masterpieces 
of  intertwining  colors  and  perspectives. 

Figure  drawing  also  contributes  to 
Johanna’s  rising  artistic  ability  Her  pencil 
quickly  strokes  the  paper,  trying  to  finish 
before  the  teacher  yells  out  time  after  30 
seconds,  5  minutes,  10  minutes,  and  20  min¬ 
utes.  Personally  however,  I  think  the  best 
experience  that  she  has  gained  has  been 
from  making  movies.  She  produced  a  clas¬ 
sic  Star  Wars  rendition  with  an  e.xtremely 

talented  crew  in  the  eighth  and  ninthgrade. 

In  sophomore  year,  she  made  a  spectacular, 
innovative  film  starring  a  female  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.  When  rewatching  these 
every  year  (and  laughing  uproariously), 
Johanna’s  troop  of  friends  wonders  at  the 
apparent  genius  displayed  in  the  work. 

.  Hopefully,  well  see  her  in  the  future 
at;MassAtt  orFratiyHfere  SheiscdiisSder 
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All  About  the  Gifts 


Gregory  Wong,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


It  is  near  impossible  to  get  all  your 
friends  what  they  want  for  Christmas. 
There  is  always  that  one  person  whom 
you  cannot  figure  out,  and  this  person 
usually  gets  the  shaft  when  procrastina¬ 
tion  derails  your  holiday  shopping  to  the 
last  couple  days  before  Christmas.  But  no 
worries,  here  is  a  guide 
extensive,  thorough,  and 
eclectic,  for  that  last 
minute  holiday  hurdle. 

No  gift  comes  without 
some  heart  and  a  bit  of 
thought,  but  this  solid 
batch  of  ideas  should 
help  speed  up  the  pro¬ 
cess. 

DVDs 

Lostwas  one  of  the 
most  rewarding  shows 
on  television  last  year, 
and  the  Season  i  D\T) 
set  has  almost  all  the 
extras  to  keep  a  fanatic 
satisfied.  Lost  captures 
the  journey  of  a  group  of  survivors  stranded 
on  an  island  after  a  bizarre  plane  crash,  and 
the  phenomena  that  hurl  them  into  danger 
and  discovery  Highlights  include  the  two- 
part  “Pilot,”  the  poignant  tale  of  the  two 
Korean  survivors  in  “The  House  of  the 
Rising  Sun”,  and  the  even  more  brilliant 
cliflhanger  and  season  finale,  “Exodus,” 
which  captures  the  vitality  and  essence  of 


taf  tmriiff  nitt  siisia 
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the  show  all  in  one  episode.  Anyone  who 
loves  adventure  and  excitement  will  want 
to  see  Lost  from  the  beginning.  Available 
for  $38.98. 

In  Good  Company  (2004),  directed 
by  Paul  Weitz  {American  Pie),  captures  the 
perfectly  awkward  tete-a-tete  between 
two  men:  the  daughter  of  one  is  being 
romanced  by  the  other,  his  young  boss. 
Topher  Grace,  Dennis  Quaid,  and  Scarlett 
Johannson  masterfully 
perfect  their  roles  in  a 
mingling  of  comedy  and 
drama  about  life’s  heart¬ 
aches,  the  optimism  of 
an  unexpected  future, 
and  the  carpe  diem  rebel 
attitude  not  to  be  taken 
for  granted.  Available  for 

$14.99- 

Perhaps  not  the 
best  quality  movie  of  the 
year.  War  of  the  Worlds  is 
easily  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable.  Loaded  with 
tons  of  special  effects,  ac- 
i|  tion  sequences  every  ten 
minutes,  and  an  exciting 
plot,  this  film  is  an  explosively  adventurous 
retelling  of  the  H.G.  Wells  classic  about  an 
alien  invasion  and  the  chaos  that  it  spawns. 
It’s  a  perfect  present  for  the  father  who 
never  gets  to  go  to  the  movies  or  the  friend 
who  needs  a  fiery  ride  to  relieve  the  stress 
of  school.  Available  for  S17.99. 

Other  selections  include  Bride  and 
Prejudice  (2004),  Fever  Pitch  (2005),  Party  of 


Five:  Seasons  i  and  2,  Sky  High  (2005),  and 
Les  Diaboliques  (1955). 

Music 

Recently  nominated  for  two  Gram- 
mys,  the  Scottish  quartet  Franz  Ferdinand 
ended  a  successful  year  with  the  launch  of 
their  sophomore  alternative  rock  album, 
which  encompasses  better  disco-empha¬ 
sized  melodies  and  smarter  lyrics  than  their 
2004  self-titled  debut.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
Ton  Could  Have  It  So  Much  Better  soared 


to  #i  in  the  UK  and  #8  in  the  US.  My 
personal  favorite  tracks  include  the  big- 
bang  single  “Do  Tbu  Want  To,”  the  sweet 
rockraway  lullaby  “Walk  Away,”  the  oldies- 
style  ballad  “Eleanor  Put  Your  Boots  On,” 
and  “This  Boy,”  a  perfect  blend  of  funk  and 
rock.  This  album  is  on  fire  from  first  song 
to  last — a  perfect  gift  for  any  music  lover. 
Available  for  S13.49. 

It  is  only  fitting  that  a  television 
show  like  Grey’s  Anatomy  should  have  the 
most  stylish  soundtrack  of  the  year.  As 
a  perfect  companion  to  the  ABC  drama. 


the  album  blends  15  songs  that  range  from 
synthesized  wonders  to  faux-rock  alterna¬ 
tive.  Some  of  the  best  on  the  compilation 
are  “Such  Great  Heights”  by  the  Postal 
Service,  which  oozes  with  Ferdinand-esque 
tempos,  and  Roisin  Murphy’s  “Ruby  Blue,” 
a  new  wave  jazz  tune  and  a  soul  soother. 
Available  for  $13.49. 

Other  selections:  Eminem’s  Cur¬ 
tain  Call:  The  Hits  (a  greatest  hits  album), 
SantasviLsAllThatlAm,  and  Mariah  Carey’s 
The  Emancipation  of  Mimi. 

Something  For  Everyone 

If  your  friends  love  movies,  get  a 
bunch  of  tickets  to  see  one  of  the  new  films 
being  released  this  winter.  Long-antici¬ 
pated  dramas  include  King  Kong,  Munich, 
Syriana,  Memoirs  of  a  Geisha,  and  The  New 
World.  There  is  also  a  wide  selection  of 
comedic  and  familj^friendly  films,  like  The 
Chronicles  of  Narnia,  The  Producers,  The  Fam¬ 
ily  Stone,  and  Rumor  Has  It....  Some  of  these 
films  are  even  being  praised  as  potential 
Oscar  contenders. 

If  you  don’t  think  any  of  the  mov¬ 
ies  or  music  mentioned  above  suits  your 
friends,  there  is  always  the  option  of  giving 
baked  goods  such  as  cookies,  brownies, 
and  cannolis,  or  chocolates,  which  are 
amenable  to  all.  Everyone  loves  food,  af¬ 
ter  aU.  So  try  your  best  to  get  the  best  for 
your  buds,  because  what  is  the  meaning  of 
Christmas  if  not  the  opening  of  presents 
to  see  what  your  material  friends  got  you 
for  the  best  day  of  the  year?  I  think  you 
know  the  answer. 

All prices  from  www.amazon.com. 


Indie  Gaming;  An  Original  Alternative 


Indie  Gaming 
Continued  from  page  12 

ed  monsters  and  even  crawls  up  walls 
and  around  traps  much  like  a  protozoan. 
The  game  has  more  than  40  levels  and 
rewarding  sound  effects — your  enemies 
are  defeated  with  a  crunch,  and  Gish  dis¬ 
solves  with  a  splat  on  the  ground.  Even 
more  impiortantly,  the  developer,  Chronic 
Logic,  used  their  extensive  knowledge  of 
bridge  construction  to  create  a  realistic 
engine  upon  which  the  game  runs.  Gish 
also  won  Innovation  in  Game  Design, 
and  is  available  as  a  demo  or  for  purchase 
online. 

Another  game  available  in  free  and 
paid  form  is  Alien  Hominid,  developed  by 
The  Behemoth.  The  madcap,  poUtically- 
incorrect  side-scrolling  game  won  last 
year  in  multiple  categories  at  the  IGF, 
including  Technical  Excellence  and  audi¬ 
ence  award.  Alien  Hominid  sports  vibrant, 
hand-drawn  graphics  and  rewarding 
gameplay.  Seeing  your  alien  character 


bite  off  the  head  of  an  opposing  FBI 
agent  just  never  gets  old.  The  game  is 
available  to  order  online  for  the  PS2 
and  Gamecube.  Alien  Hominid  is  just  as 
popular  with  gamers  at  home  as  the  free 
online  version  was  at  the  popular  site 
Newgrounds.com.  The  Behemoth  com¬ 
ments  that  “tthe  game  goes]  very  much 
against  the  grain  of  traditional  corporate 
game  development — no  3-D,  no  hypei- 
realistic  graphics,  no  boobs.”  Selling  the 
game  on  their  website  for  the  price  of  a 
store-bought  game  has  been  successful 
for  them,  as  they  are  now  working  on 
other  versions  starring  their  little  green 
man  for  cellphones  and  the  GameBoy 
Advance.  Their  newest  game,  the  cheeky 
hand-drawn  fighter  Dad  ’n  Me,  is  a  finalist 
this  year  in  the  category  of  Web-Based 
Game  and  is  available  for  free  online. 

Another  prestigious  Flash  game  is 
N,  created  by  the  two-man  team  of  Meta- 
net  Software,  winner  of  the  audience 
award  last  year.  The  story  of  N  is  minimal 
and  the  gameplay  is  deceptively  simple. 
As  a  side-scrolling,  Gumby-shaped  ninja. 


you  can  run,  jump,  slide  and  scale  walls  in 
search  of  gold,  while  avoiding  a  variety  of 
perilous  traps,  killer  sentinel  robots,  and 
volatile  mines.  The  game’s  powerful  phys¬ 
ics  engine  gives  it  a  constantly  realistic 
feel,  even  when  all  of  the  ninja’s  limbs 
have  become  dislodged  from  its  torso. 
N  is  available  for  free,  and  even  features 
a  robust  level  creator  for  budding  game 
designers  to  toy  with  after  finishing  its 
more  than  400  levels. 

This  year,  many  of  the  finalist 
games  are  not  easily  categorized  into  pre¬ 
defined  genres,  proving  that  at  the  IGF, 
gameplay,  not  graphic  capability,  is  king. 
Among  this  year’s  recently  announced 
finalists  is  Darwinia,  a  complex  “digital 
dreamscape”  that  must  be  protected 
from  a  virus.  The  Witch’s  Tam,  more  of  an 
interactive  play  than  a  game,  provides  a 
pool  of  characters  for  a  player  to  choose 
and  direct. 

Despite  the  distinction  now  made 
between  those  games  that  were  recog¬ 
nized  by  IGF  and  those  that  were  not, 
most  indie  developers  try  to  help  each 


other,  referring  fans  to  other  games 
through  online  word  of  mouth.  In  con¬ 
trast,  in  the  cutthroat  atmosphere  of 
the  mass-market  retail  gaming  industry, 
major  publishers  such  as  Electronic  Arts 
hungrily  gobble  up  smaller  development 
companies,  underpay  employees,  and 
viciously  attack  other  games.  Now  be¬ 
coming  prevalent  in  PC  gaming,  indie 
games  are  invading  home  consoles  and 
handhelds  as  well.  Ironically,  one  of  the 
most  highly  acclaimed  Xbox  360  launch 
titles — most  of  which  are  $60  profession¬ 
ally  developed  games — is  Geometry  Wars, 
a  trippy  arcade-type  game  that  is  avail¬ 
able  for  less  than  $5  from  Xbox  Live  and 
thankfully  does  not  require  knowledge 
of  proofs  or  theorems. 

Publishers  such  as  Microsoft, 
which  allows  online  downloading  of 
smaller  games,  and  Nintendo,  which  will 
allow  downloading  of  episodic  games  and 
games  developed  by  small  groups,  will 
hopefully  bring  the  innovation  of  indie 
games  to  the  mainstream  masses. 

For  more  nfbrmation,  visit  www.i^.com. 


Driscoll  Tells  Entertainment  Like  It  Is 


Hope  and  Faith 
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“dramas  just  as  much  as  sitcoms,”  but 
he  explains  that  once  a  writer  starts  out 
in  a  particular  medium,  be  it  half-hour 
sitcoms  or  hourlong  dramas,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  make  the  shift  to  another.  His 
major  complaint  about  the  industry  is 
that  the  final  halFhour  television  show 
almost  never  accurately  reflects  the 
amount  of  work  that  went  on  behind 
the  scenes.  When  people  hear  that  more 
than  15  people  are  writing  for  a  single 
comedy,  they  have  higher  expectations. 
Driscoll  acknOV'ledges  that  he- Wtes. 
with  a  very  talented  and humorous  staff.  . 
Constraints  of  time,  propriety  and  net¬ 


work  television,  however,  do  not  allow 
the  final  product  to  reach  full  potential. 
It  is  difiicult  to  please  everyone  involved. 
Thus  it  may  well  be  the  case  of  too  many 
cooks  spoiling  the  cake.  However,  there 
are  rewarding  moments  that  Driscoll 
enjoys  very  much.  In  1994,  he  wrote  for 
Ellen,  the  sitcom  starring  comedienne 
Ellen  Degeneres.  He  highlighted  the 
time  he  wrote  the  “coming-out  episode,” 
in  which  Degeneres’s  character  reveals 
that  she  is  a  lesbian.  It  was  an  even  more 
controversial  subject  ten  years  ago,  and 
in  his  words,  “it  felt  like  ground-breakr 
ingxelevision.”  - 

!-  ■  ■.Today,  DriicollTives  in  Vermont 

with  -his  wife'and  three  children.  Ini'-, 
tially,  they  lived  in  Los  Angeles,  a  must 


for  most  Hollywood  -writers.  Currently, 
Driscoll  serves  as  co-executive  producer 
for  Hope  if  Faith,  which  stars  Kelly  Ripa. 
It  is  produced  from  New  York,  so  he 
commutes  to  work  every  week.  Back  on 
the  East  Coast,  Driscoll  expresses  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Alumni  Association,  whose  informative 
bulletins  and  newsletters  have  helped 
him  reconnect  with  old  friends  and  kept 
him  in  the  know. 

In  Driscoll’s  opinion,  the  enter 
tainment  industry  could  benefit  from 
writers  with  more  interesting  life  expe¬ 
riences.  In.  his  .own,  experience,  .writers 
.  .in  the  good, old  days  dre-w /mote!  from. 
,  their  day-torday  livesi.  but,  today  rwhen. 
situations  require  improvisation,  they 


ask  things  such  as,  “What’re  they  do¬ 
ing  on  Roseanne  or  Raymonds”  More  and 
more  -writers  are  jumping  straight  from 
college  to  -writing.  In  Driscoll’s  opinion, 
television  is  not  as  fresh  as  it  used  to  be, 
although  one  example  of  good  comedy 
is  NBC’s  My  Name  Is  Earl.  His  advice 
for  budding  writers  includes  being  more 
culturally  aware,  traveling  as  much  as 
possible,  watching  TV  as  well  as  mo-vies 
(but  “not  too  much  TV”),  and  studying 
something  interesting  in  college.  In  his 
words,  “there’s  no  rush  to  it.”  Indeed, 
this  writer  has  taken  a  roundabout  route 
.  to  his  current  career,  but  Mark  Driscoll 
and  his. creatio-ns  . are-living. Rroof- that 
.•unconventronaLapprbaches  produce 
amazing  results. 
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By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


The  sky  was  threatening  snow  and 
the  air  was  numbing  to  all  of  those  who 
were  not  running  and  fighting  on  the  field 
during  the  119th  edition  of  the  Boston 
Latin  -  Boston  English  Thanksgiving 
rivalry  football  game.  As  depressing  as 
the  elements  were,  somehow  such  an 
atmosphere  seemed  fitting  for  the  cul¬ 
mination  of  the  Wolfpack’s  2005  season, 
since  far  too  many  games  had  been  played 
through  precipitation,  mud,  and  frostbite. 
For  the  lucky  few  Latin  players,  however, 
who  had  the  opportunity  to  run,  jump, 
push,  shove,  and  dive  on  the  sloppy  field, 
it  could  have  been  75  degrees  and  sunny 
and  they  might  not  have  noticed  the  difi 
ference.  This  is  especially  true  for  the  16 
seniors  who  ended  their  Latin  careers  on 
top  with  a  36-12  victory  over  the  Bulldogs 
of  Enghsh. 

The  game  started  out  slow,  espe¬ 
cially  for  the  Latin  fans.  Neither  team 
was  able  to  put  up  any  points  in  the  first 
quarter.  Midway  through  the  second, 
English  appeared  to  have  a  legitimate 
chance  at  an  upset  and  its  first  victory  in 
the  rivalry  since  1997.  Finally,  after  a  Sam 
Strassman  (II)  interception  and  return. 


Latin  was  able  to  draw  first  blood  on  a 
16-yard  touchdown  strike  from  Greg  Ma- 
neikis  (II)  to  Ben  Speicher  (II).  After  that, 
things  started  to  unravel  for  English.  On 
the  following  kickoff,  Tim  Prata  (I)  pried 
the  ball  from  the  English  return-man  and 
Latin  then  recovered  the  fumble  on  its 
opponent's  40-yard  line.  Four  plays  later, 
the  Wolfpack  was  in  the  end  zone  again 
after  a  20-yard  touchdown  pass  from 
Alaneikis  to  Zach  Macinnis  (I). 

But  English  was  not  going  down 
without  a  fight.  It  made  sure  to  show 
the  Wolfpack  and  the  crowd,  which  was 
predominantly  in  Latin’s  favor,  that  it 
was  not  going  to  be  blown  out.  English 
scored  just  before  the  end  of  the  half  on 
a  circus-like  diving  catch  by  Errin  Corren 
in  the  back  of  the  end  zone. 

The  second  half  started  a  little 
faster  than  the  first,  to  say  the  least. 
Latin  came  out  firing  on  its  opening  drive, 
capped  off  by  a  three-yard  plunge  by  run¬ 
ning  back  Garo  Yessayan  (II)  to  make  the 
score  22-6.  Soon  after,  Latin  was  able  to 
secure  the  ball  after  both  teams  fumbled. 
Senior  miming  back  Due  Dang  stretched 
his  legs  to  reach  the  end  zone  on  a  26-yard 
run,  just  after  he  had  had  a  touchdown  run 
called  back  on  a  penalty 

Now,  it  was  Enghsh’s  turn  to  come 


out  with  some  fire  and 
that  is  exactly  what 
it  began  to  do  in  the 
fourth  quarter.  It  final¬ 
ly  scored  on  a  29-yard 
touchdown  pass  from 
quarterback  Carlos 
Restrepo  to  Corren 
for  the  pair’s  second 
touchdown  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  game.  This 
alteration  in  momen¬ 
tum  did  not  last  long, 
however,  much  to  the 
dismay  of  English  fans. 

Macinnis  answered 
the  Bulldogs’  second 
score  with  his  own 
second  touchdown  of 
the  game:  a  gigantic 
59-yard  run  down  the  Latin  sideline  to  end 
the  scoring  with  Latin  on  top,  36-12. 

As  the  clouds  finally  started  to 
roll  away,  so  did  English,  leaving  behind 
bragging  rights  for  the  purple  and  white 
for  at  least  one  more  year.  In  addition, 
Latin  won  for  the  70th  time  in  the  longest 
continuous  high  school  football  rivalry 
in  the  country  As  is  the  story  after  every 
Thanksgiving  game  against  English,  it 
was  the  final  hurrah  for  the  players  of 


the  senior  class.  This 
year's  senior  squad  is 
one  that  includes  the 
2005  Dual  County 
League  MVP,  captain 
Rory  Foley;  three-year 
starter  Tim  Prata;  oft 
fensive  and  defensive 
machine  Zach  Macin¬ 
nis;  the  team’s  spiritual 
leader,  Joe  Duggan;  as 
well  as  Latin’s  leading 
receiver,  Tim  Sharek. 
The  hst  does  not  end 
there,  however.  It  goes 
on  to  include  special 
teams  wizard  Nick 
Stephens,  a  shek  Due 
Dang,  a  resilient  Keith 
\l(febber,  iron  man  Ste¬ 
fan  Kaluziak,  a  versatile  Fernando  Lopez, 
a  boisterous  James  Roarty  and  a  towering 
but  amiable  Richard  Duong.  Although 
they  have  all  played  their  last  game  in  a 
Wolfpack  uniform  and,  for  many  of  them, 
this  will  be  their  last  game  of  organized 
football,  they  can  all  now  rest  easy,  know¬ 
ing  that  they  were  able  to  make  the  pep 
rally  fairy  tale  come  true  and  overcome 
the  hex  of  Enghsh  to  declare  victory  over 
the  Bulldogs  once  again. 


Wrestling  Using  Quality  to  Beat  Opponents 


By  Tim  Prata,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Boston  Latin  School  opened  up 
another  wrestling  season  only  a  few  days 
after  Thanksgiving,  and  no,  the  WWE 
was  not  invited.  The  mats  have  been  rolled 
out,  and  the  headgear  has  been  distributed 
again.  This  year,  the  team  is  optimistic, 
hoping  that  all  the  members  will  step  up 
and  wrestle  up  to  their  potential.  The 
team  has  a  tough  schedule,  as  it  has  had 
in  previous  years,  going  up  against  difficult 
Dual  County  opponents  such  as  Wayland 
and  Lincoln-Sudbury.  This,  however,  has 
not  phased  the  confidence  of  the  team. 

The  squad  is  young,  having  lost  a 
good  number  of  seniors  last  year.  What 
the  team  lost  in  quantity  of  players,  how¬ 
ever,  it  gained  back  in  the  quality  of  the 
team  members.  This  year,  the  wrestling 
team  has  a  partnership  of  captains,  show¬ 
ing  that  seniority  means  not  only  leader¬ 
ship,  but  experience  as  well.  Ben  Speicher 
(II)  and  James  Roarty  (I)  take  the  reins  in 
captain  roles  and  are  feeling  confident. 
When  asked  about  the  tough  schedule 
to  come,  captain  Speicher  felt  that  the 
opponents  “are  top  notch  competition, 
but  we’re  ready  for  them.” 

In  the  past  couple  of  years,  the  team 
has  not  just  looked  for  strength  from  the 
boys,  but  also  from  the  girls.  Jennifer 
Chan  (I)  has  been  on  the  team  for  the  past 


couple  of  years,  earning  her  a  solid  spot  on 
the  roster  alongside  first-year  teammate 
Claudia  Chauca  (I).  Roarty  feels  that  heart 
and  dedication  are  the  silent  strengths  of 
the  team,  but  says  that  “we  need  to  pick  it 


“Practice  gets  tougher  every  day,  but.. .it’s 
not  too  bad  after  your  body  gets  used  to 
it.”  Senior  Stefan  Kaluziak  feels  self-as¬ 
sured  in  his  abihty  this  year,  stating,  “I 
have  learned  a  lot  since  last  year,  and  I 


up  a  level.  Those  who  were  alternates  last 
year  are  now  starters,  and  the  opponents 
will  only  work  us  harder.” 

The  team  is  stepping  up  its  level 
of  preparation,  practicing  every  day  af¬ 
ter  school  from  4:00  to  6:30,  and  even 
on  Saturdays  from  nine  in  the  morning 
until  noon.  Such  practices  include  speed 
workouts,  techmque  drills,  and  even  some 
live  matches.  Tom  Luo  (II)  proclaims. 


know  this  year,  every  match  is  going  to  be 
decided  by  a  matter  of  one  or  two  points, 
and  practice  is  what’ll  help  me  earn  them.” 
Garo  Yessayan  (II)  does  not  feel  that  he 
performed  his  best  last  year,  but  the  sec- 
ondT-ear  wrestler  says,  “This  year  I’ll  pick 
it  up...  I’ve  learned  some  more  techniques 
that’ll  help.  Just  watch,  for  my  first  match 
I’m  coming  ready  after  these  practices.” 
The  practices  may  be  tough,  but  Coach 


Gibbons  insists  that  it  will  help  the  team 
when  it  really  matters. 

Gibbons  knows  that  this  year  is 
more  of  a  “rebuilding  year,”  which  will 
give  the  younger  kids  some  more  experi¬ 
ence.  He  is  putting  a  lot  of  the  pressure 
on  his  captains,  however,  to  show  them 
the  ropes.  “I’m  putting  my  faith  in  my 
captains  this  year,”  says  Gibbons.  “They 
proved  to  me  that  they  can  work  hard 
and  set  examples  on  and  off  the  mats.” 
On  the  mat,  Speicher  and  Roarty  both 
appear  ready  to  lead  their  team.  Last 
year  they  had  a  combined  record  of  42 
wins  and  only  18  losses,  and  are  looking 
to  improve.  Roarty  has  earned  his  way  to 
being  captain  by  competing  in  multiple 
tournaments  outside  of  school.  He  also 
attended  a  wrestling  clinic  in  Iowa  for  a 
month  during  the  summer.  But  don’t  think 
Speicher  (II)  deserves  less  credit.  He  was 
named  captain  his  junior  year,  which,  for 
any  sport,  is  quite  an  accomplishment. 
“Speicher  is  a  good  wrestler,  good  team¬ 
mate,  and  he  has  improved  every  year,” 
says  Gibbons.  “We’U  see  how  our  team 
does  with  the  leadership,  and  I’m  hoping 
for  another  good  year.” 

Wrestling  at  Boston  Latin  may  not 
be  any  kind  of  Wrestlemania,  but  that’s 
because  it’s  not  available  on  Pay-Per-View. 
The  team  has  worked  hard  and  appears 
ready  for  its  first  match  against  Boston 
College  High. 


Boys'  Swimming  on  Mark  and  Set  to  Go 


By  Jimmy  Chen,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


After  last  season,  the  boys’  swim¬ 
ming  team  lost  two  great  athletes,  cap¬ 
tains  Jeffrey  Hull  and  Stewart  Wmg.  This 
year,  the  squad  is  trying  to  live  up  to,  if 
not  outshine,  these  premier  swimmers 
of  yesteryear.  Five  other  seniors  had  also 
left,  including  captain  Joe  Kane.  The 
team  now  finds  itself  at  the  dawn  of  a 
new  era  with  the  addition  of  five  new 
members.  The  great  pickup  this  season 
is  Edwin  Angjeli  (VI),  who  is  a  promis- 
ing  young  talent  arid  a,  new  weapon  for 
the  Boston  Latin  School  swimming  at*. 


senal.  The  2005-2006  season  is  further 
strengthened  by  the  return  of  Wyatt 
Crane  (I),  absent  last  year.  With  six  ad¬ 
ditional  members,  the  swim  team  now 
consists  of  25  students,  including  three 
new  captains,  James  Mealey  (I),  Ian 
Kapuza  (H),  and  Chris  Coombs  (H). 
While  the  team  is  still  fresh  and  work- 
ing  together  as  a  collective  unit,  it  aims 
to  top  last  year’s  5-9  record,  which  was 
ranked  ninth  among  the  12  Dual  County 
League  teams. 

The  coach  for  this  year’s  team  is 
Charlie  Patterson  of  Dorchester,  who  in¬ 
structs  the  boys  at  theMurphy  Elemen- 
tary/Community  Center  in  Dorchester 


daily.  Before  the  season  even  started, 
this  year’s  team  was  already  perform¬ 
ing  better  than  in  previous  years;  four 
swimmers  placed  in  the  top  four  at  the 
DCL  Relay  Carnival  with  three  relays 
in  third  place  and  one  in  fourth  place. 
The  captains  have  shown  maturity  and 
leadership  during  the  preseason  heats 
and  during  practice.  Kapuza  views  the 
team  as  a  family  whose  members  are  not 
only  striving  to  better  themselves  but 
also  to  improve  their  overall  record  to 
at  least  a  7-7. 

The  captains  show  a  serious,  at-, 
titude  towards  practice.  Before  dr  after 
practice,  howfever,  the  team  always  makes 


sure  to  have  some  fun  doing  bellyffiops 
and  other  goofy  activities.  The  bulk  of 
daily  practice  consists  of  a  400-meter 
warm-up,  followed  by  a  minute-long  10 
X  50  freestyle,  then  a  4  x  100  individual 
medley.  The  captains  are  confident  the 
team  will  eventually  be  able  to  able  pei- 
form  up  to  standards  as  the  season  goes 
on,  despite  the  weakness  of  the  diving 
department.  The  entire  team  this  year  is 
convinced  that  this  year  will  be  an  unfoi- 
gettable  one.  When  all  is  said  and  done, 
the  2005-2006  boys’  swimming  team  is 
ready  to  splash  back  into  action  with  its 
first  official  DCL  meet  on  December  13 
against  DoverSherbornc'. 
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Boys'  B-Ball  Shooting  for  Playoffs 


By  Zachary  MacInnis,  I 

CoyntiBiTTNc  Writer 

Many  students  at  Boston  Latin 
can  claim  to  know  Matt  Stone.  This 
may  be  because  he  is  a  standout 
student-athlete,  or  just  the  fact  that 
he  is  the  tallest  kid  in  school.  (Some 
speculate  he  is  6’5”,  while  other  ru¬ 
mors  have  him  at  well  over  7  feet.) 
But  as  his  best  friend,  I  can  truly  say 
how  remarkable  he  is  and  how  valu¬ 
able  he  is  to  the  Boston  Latin  School 
community. 

Since  a  very  young  age.  Matt  has 
been  involved  in  sports  such  as  foot¬ 
ball,  basketball,  golf,  and  baseball.  At 
Latin,  he  has  managed  to  stay  busy 
as  a  three-sport  star.  Not  only  was 
he  a  co-captain  of  the  golf  team,  but 
also  a  Dual  County  League  all-star. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  varsity 
baseball  and  basketball  teams  since 
loth  grade.  He  led  the  baseball  team 
in  many  pitching  categories  last  year, 
including  wins.  Somehow,  with  his 
busy  schedule,  he  finds  time  to  stay 
active  in  his  community  by  coaching 
and  refereeing  youth  basketball  at 
the  West  Roxbury  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  which  takes  up  a  good  portion 
of  his  Saturday  afternoons.  To  keep 
busy  in  the  summer,  he  works  on  the 
grounds  crew  at  the  George  Wright 
Golf  Course,  giving  him  some  time 
after  work  to  perfect  his  swing. 

Never  letting  athletics  interfere 
with  academics,  Matt’s  incredible 
work  ethic  is  evident  in  his  GPA, 
which  is  over  3.0.  This  may  nor  seem 
like  a. huge  accomplishment  to  many 
Latin  students  whose  grades  are 
similar,  but  you  try  keeping  up  with 
your  school  work  when  you  don’t  get 
home,  every  night  until  around  7:00 
for  the  entire  year.  It  doesn’t  matter 
whether  it  has  been  a  long  day  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  hard  game  or  practice, 
Matt  still  finds  time  to  hit  the  books. 
His  academic  dedication  even  carries 
over  from  home  to  school. 

One  of  his  biggest  passions 
is  stepping  onto  the  mound  and 
pitching  for  the  Wolfpack  baseball 
team.  As  the  number  one  pitcher  on 
the  team,  many  burdens  rest  on  his 
shoulders.  However,  Matt  is  able  to 
overcome  challenges  on  the  mound 
to  manage  solid  performances,  and 
more^imes  than  not,  a.yictory. 

The  most  surprising  and  enjoy¬ 
able  things  about  Matt:  are  perhaps 
his  great  personality  and  the  positive 
attitude  he  has  toward  almost  every¬ 
thing  he  does.  He  is  upb'6at,  althou^ 
he  is  not  one'to  boast  about  his  own 
accomplishments.  He  would  rather 
spend  the  time  others  spend  boasting 
to  practice  and  make  himself  an  even 
better  athlete. 

Matt’s  hard  work  both  in  and 
out  of  school  have  earned  him  the 
chance  to  play  baseball  in  college. 
Wherever  he  decides  to  go,  as  long 
as  his  persistence  and  dedication  to¬ 
ward  school  and  athletics  continue, 
he  is  guarantee  to  succeed  ia  lift.  ’ 


By  Sanchay  Jain,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

Basketball  season  at  Latin  began  on 
Tuesday,  December  13,  against  Newton 
South.  The  team  has  been  practicing  for 
a  couple  weeks  now  in  preparation  for 
the  start  of  the  season.  Practices  usually 
last  for  two  hours  after  school,  when 
players  run  laps,  stretch,  and  perfect 
complicated  plays  created  by  Coach 
Robert  McNamara  and  Coach  Brenden 
Smith. 

The  schedule  for  the  team  is  tight 
since  Latin  School  plays  in  the  Dual 
County  League  against  teams  like  Acton- 
Boxboro  and  Newton  South.  The  boys 
play  two  games  against  each  of  the  eight 
other  teams  in  the  league,  one  away  and 
one  at  home.  They  also  play  four  non- 
League  games  against  Xavier,  Catholic 
Memorial,  Boston  English,  and  Swamp- 
scott.  No  season  is  complete  without  a 
game  against  arch  rival  Boston  English. 
This  year  is  no  different  and  Latin  hopes 
to  continue  to  dominate  English  just  as 
the  football  team  had  done.  Says  Coach 
McNamara,  “Latin  was  in  the  City 
League,  and  so  they  played  English  a  lot... 


{there  is]ilittle  rivalry  there.” 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  those  teams 
which  have  a  .500  record  or  better 
qualify  for  the  State  Tournament.  Latin, 
whose  record  was  14-10  last  year,  has 
qualified  for  the  tournament  for  the  last 
several  years,  though  they  never  man¬ 
age  to  make  it  past  the  first  few  rounds. 
Coach  McNamara  says  that  the  team 
would  like  to  come  out  on  top  over  Acton 
this  year,  which  has  knocked  them  out 
of  the  tournament  in  the  past. 

Initially,  around  50  boys  tried  out 
for  the  varsity  and  junior  varsity  teams 
this  year,  with  only  27  making  the  teams. 
There  are  14  players  currently  on  the  Var 
sity  team,  but  the  roster  is  not  finalized. 
Coach  McNamara  says  that  players  will 
continue  to  shift  up  and  down  from  JV  to 
varsity  throughout  the  year.  He  explains 
that  “the  seniors  stay  on  the  varsity  team, 
while  other  players  play  on  both  levels 
and  some  btay  down  in  JV” 

There  are  only  four  returning  play¬ 
ers  on  varsity,  and  of  those  four,  only  two 
played  a  great  deal  last  year.  Pat  Poulin 
(I),  the  starting  shooting  guard,  says 
that  the  team  stiO  looks  good  even  with 
the  new  additions.  How  they  will  deal 


with  the  difference  of  the  home  court 
compared  with  the  away  court  will  be 
seen.  Poulin  says,  “Some  of  the  rims  are 
sturdier.  Some  are  bigger,  some  of  their 
baselines  are  longer,  some  gyms  are  hot¬ 
ter,  and  some  are  colder.”  The  physical 
features  do  not  daunt  the  team,  however, 
but  rather  inspire  them  to  overcome  the 
little  differences  of  other  environments 
to  become  a  better  overall  team. 

Both  Poulin  and  Greg  Maneikis 
(II),  the  starting  point  guard,  say  that  the 
crowd  level  between  home  and  away  was 
quite  different,  with  only  “parents  and 
a  few  kids”  attending  the  home  games. 
In  comparison,  more  people  attend  the 
games  at  other  schools. 

Boston  Latin  played  several  scrim¬ 
mages  against  teams  like  Boston  College 
High.  Watching  the  players  at  practice, 
it  seems  they  are  adjusting  to  the  plays 
created  by  Coach  Smith  and  Coach  Mc¬ 
Namara.  There  have  been  several  injuries 
already  in  the  season;  however,  the  play¬ 
ers  appear  to  be  rehabilitating  well  and 
will  probably  be  fit  again  in  time  for  the 
first  game.  Keep  your  eyes  open  for  the 
basketball  team,  which  begins  its  season 
on  December  13  against  Newton  South. 


Boys'  Hockey  Seeks  Second  Title 


By  Paul  Brideau,  HI 

Contributing  Writer 


After  the  Boston  Latin  boys’  hock¬ 
ey  team  overwhelmed  its  competition 
just  one  year  ago  on  the  path  to  a  State 
Championship  title,  it  is  now  prepared 
to  attempt  a  repeat  in  the  upcoming 
2005-06  season.  Over  the  last  year,  the 
boys’  hockey  team  has  emerged,  arguably, 
as  the  premier  athletic  team  at  Boston 
Latin  and  most  importantly,  one  of  the 
top  hockey  teams  in  the  state,  posting 
an  impressive  18-1-5  record  during  their 
championship  season.  Consequently, 
the  team  can  be  expected  to  face  fierce 
competition  from  their  opponents,  who 
aU  desire  to  show  the  Wolfpack  that  they 
can  compete  with  champions. 

At  this  point  in  the  season,  it  is 
too  early  to  decide  whether  or  not  the 
team  will  match  last  year’s  accompUsh- 
ments.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  they 
have  the  intention  of  doing  so.  During 
a  scrimmage  against  Dedham  High 
School  at  Nobles  and  Greenough,  the 
team  opened  up  several  scoring  possi¬ 
bilities  early  in  the  first  period,  taking 
5  to  6  shots  on  the  goal  within  the  first 
couple  minutes  of  play.  Early  in  the 
game,  Latin  seemed  to  have  complete 
control  over  Dedham,  with  aggressive 
play  and  numerous  openings  resulting 
in  goal-scoring  opportunities  and  a  stun¬ 
ning  effort  by  goalie  Chris  Houlihan  (II). 
After  some  sloppy  passing  and  some¬ 
what  relaxed  defense,  however,  the  score 
was  tied  at  two  by  mid-second  period. 
Latin  ultimately  defeated  Dedham  by  a 
score  of  5-3,  after  a  solid  performance 
by  the  offense  and  defense  during  the 
third  period. 

Even  though  this  may  have  simply 
been  a  scrimmage,  captain  Ryan  Collins 
(I)  explained,  “I  think  that  we  played 
well  together.  It  was  definitely  a  team  ef¬ 
fort.”  He  further  commented,  “We  have 
a  strong  first  and  second  line,  but  with 
such  a  young  team,  we  are  making  a  lot 
of  unnecessary  mistakes.  We  should  be 
ready  to  go  by  the  season  opener  with 
a  strong,  more  disciplined  team.”  As 
Collins  points  out,  this  year  Latin  has 
a  young  team.  A  reason  that  this  team 
seems  to  be  so  young  is  that,  out  of  the 
six  juniors  who  played  fbr-the-team  last 


year,  only  four  will  be  returning  to  play 
as  seniors.  , 

Left-wing  Jimmy  Ennis  and  center 
Tom  DeRosa  both  decided  that  they 
wouldn’t  play  Latin  hockey  as  seniors. 
Ennis  explained  to  the  team  before 
the  tryouts  that  he  would  be  playing 
in  a  junior  league  for  a  team  located  in 
Bridgewater.  Although  DeRosa  did  not 
give  this  same  warning,  he  also  decided 
to  play  in  a  junior  league  after  already 
being  named  captain  by  his  Boston 
Latin  Schpol  teammates  at  a  meeting 


seeing  a  great  deal  of  ice  time  in  his 
first  year.  Collins  says,  “[Caldwell]  has 
shown  natural  skills  and  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  an  important  asset  to  this  team 
this  year  and  throughout  his  career  at 
Boston  Latin.” 

This  year’s  starting  wings  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  impressive,  with  Collins 
describing  right-wing  Tim  Sharek  (I)  as 
“almost  six-foot-four”  on  skates,  and... 
expected  to  have  another  superb  year 
after  being  chosen  as  an  MVC/DCL  all- 
star  last  year.”  Leftwing  Nick  Bickerton 


THE  WOLFPACK  GETS  SET  TO  TAKE  A  FACEOFF 


this  year.  With  DeRosa  so  highly  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  top  players  in  the 
state,  this  initially  came  as  a  shock  to 
the  team  and  left  them  somewhat  frus¬ 
trated.  Newly  appointed  captain  Collins 
reinsures,  however,  that  “as  defending 
state  champions  we  are  looking  to  have 
another  great  season.  Just  because  a  few 
players  have  left  the  team  doesn’t  mean 
the  expectations  of  the  team  go  down. 
We’re  not  concerned  with  what  we  lost; 
we  are  concerned  with  what  we  have. 
We  are  a  young  team  but  we  have  a  lot 
of  talent.”  ‘ 

Young  talent  on  this  team  includes 
starting  center  Brian  Cotrone  (II),  who 
is  described  by  his  captain  as  “a  quick 
skater”  and  is  able  to  “dangle  like  no 
other.”  Also,  a  newcomer  toVdrsity, 
John  Caldwell"  (V),"  "is 'expected  to  be 


(I)  is  described  as  having  “greatly  im¬ 
proved  over  the  off-season.  Look  for  him 
to  be  leading  the  team  in  points  as  well 
as  the  division  this  year.”  The  defense 
includes  Eamonn  Burke  (II)  and  Dennis 
Moran  (I),  who  is  said  to  have  huge  body 
checks  and  a  powerful  slap-shot.  Lastly, 
goalie  Houlihan  rounds  out  the  starters 
and  is  expected  to  have  a  great  season, 
giving  the  defense  a  powerful  weapon  in 
a  critical  position. 

With  a  perfect  combination  of 
young  talent  and  experienced  vetei^ 
ans,  the  boys’  hockey  team  should  be 
expected  to  do  extremely  well  in  their 
attempt  to  reproduce  last  season’s  suc¬ 
cess.  The  season  started  December  14 
against  Andover  and  by  mid-season  it 
should  be  clear  what  direction  the  State 
Champions  are  headed. 
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Girls'  Hockey  Moves  Puck  Along  Liz  Balaconis 


By  Michela  DeSantis,  I 

Staff  Writer 


As  one  of  the  few  sports  at  Boston 
Latin  School  with  a  win  count  exceeding 
the  single  digits,  hockey  is  very  respected 
at  our  school  and  the  girls’  hockey  team 
works  very  hard  to  keep  it  that  way. 
With  the  loss  of  only  two  varsity  players 
and  less  stress  to  fill  empty  positions, 
the  Wolfpack  is  looking  strong  for  the 
2005-2006  season.  Although  they  lost 
in  the  quarterfinals  of  the  MIAA  Girls 
Ice  Hockey  Division  i  State  tournament 
last  year  in  a  3-1  game  with  Dedham,  the 
girls  are  coming  back  with  a  vengeance. 
They  aspire  to  win  the  Division  i  state 
championship  this  year,  a  goal  that  is 
not  at  all  unattainable.  Under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  captains  Liz  Balaconis  (I)  and 
Amy  Kotowski  (I),  and  returning  seniors 
Samantha  Morrissey,  Jill  Mahoney,  and 
Shannon  Devlin,  the  team  has  hopes  for 
finishing  high  in  the  standings. 

To  kick-off  the  season,  the  ’Pack 
scrimmaged  Mount  St.  Joe’s  on  Friday, 
December  2,  and  had  great  success 
achieving  victory  Although  the  captains 


cannot  quite  recall  the  score,  Kotowski 
mentioned  that  Latin  “won  by  a  good 
amount.’’  The  scrimmage  proved  effec¬ 
tive  in  getting  the  kinks  out  for  the  up¬ 
coming  season.  When  asked  about  what 
the  team  was  working  on  in  the  preseason 
and  what  it  had  tried  to  incorporate  in 
the  scrimmage,  Balaconis  replied  that 
the  members  are  “currently  working  out 
who  will  play  what  position  and  piecing 
out  all  the  right  lines”  so  as  to  create  the 
toughest  defense  and  most  aggressive 
attacking  line  possible.  It  is  absolutely 
vital  for  the  team’s  success  in  the  DCL 
to  sort  through  all  the  small  problems 
now  because,  come  game  time,  other 
teams  will  be  relentless  and  just  as  eager 
to  advance  in  the  standings. 

So,  if  there  are  only  five  seniors 
on  the  team,  who  else  plays?  In  net  is 
Siobhan  Elvin  (V),  who  won  one  of  the 
coveted  DCL  All-star  awards  last  year  as 
a  sixie.  Playing  alongside  Balaconis  on 
defense  is  the  very  capable  Ann  Marie 
Elvin  (III).  The  pair  is  a  formidable  force 
to  be  reckoned  with.  Starting  on  the  first 
two  forward  lines  are  Kotowski,  Colleen 
Doogan  (II),  Stefanie  McGrath  (IV), 


Mahoney,  Morrissey,  and  Kathleen  Roche 
(III).  The  offensive  lines  are  carefully  put 
together  and  should  provide  the  team 
with  plenty  of  scoring  opportunities.  The 
hockey  program  is  already  strong,  but  with 
all  the  young,  fresh,  and  promising  talent, 
things  are  looking  even  better.  Kotowski 
remarked  that  “the  team  is  looking  very 
good  for  the  season.  I  think  many  of  the 
girls  have  definitely  improved  and  I  feel 
confident  in  everyone’s  efforts  so  far.” 
With  an  abundance  of  forwards  all  vying 
for  playing  time,  the  level  of  play  for  the 
entire  team  has  risen  astronomically 

This  year  will  be  especially  memo¬ 
rable  for  the  seniors.  When  the  girls’ 
hockey  team  last  won  the  state  champion¬ 
ship  in  2002,  Balaconis,  Kotowski,  Mor 
rissey,  Mahoney,  and  Devlin  were  merely 
eighth  graders  on  a  team  of  high  school 
all-stars.  This  season  is  both  their  chance 
to  shine  as  seniors  and  their  last  chance  to 
take  back  the  glory.  I’m  sure  we  will  see 
just  that  as  the  season  unfolds.  I  would 
recommend  attending  a  hockey  game  or 
two,  as  the  team’s  game  is  remarkable. 
Schedules  and  directions  are  posted  on 
the  school  website. 


By  Law  Skipper,  I 

CoNTRiBirrrNG  Writer 


Girls'  B-ball  Playing  For  Myers 


By  Liz  Tran,  II 

Staff  Writer 


The  snow  and  the  cold  air  of  the 
winter  season  bring  with  them  the  girls’ 
basketball  team.  This  year,  the  girls’  bas¬ 
ketball  team  is  looking  for  a  complete 
turn-around  from  last  year's  performance. 
Last  year  was  neither  a  productive  nor 
successful  season  for  the  girls.  The  team 
won  one  game  out  of  20,  which  happened 
to  be  the  Seniors  Night  game. 

The  poor  record  doesn’t  show  the 
effort  the  team  had  put  into  the  games. 
Looking  back  at  last  year,  it  was  plagued 
with  injuries  towards  the  end  of  the 
season,  with  Julia  Harney  (II)  spraining 
her  ankle  and  Meghan  O’DoimeO  (I)  still 
rehabilitating  her  leg  from  the  previous 
year.  Lisa  Palladino  (I)  continued  to  have 
ankle  pain  from  the  previous  year  during 
the  first  couple  of  games.  Regardless  of 
these  injuries,  the  girls  put  a  lot  of  ef¬ 
fort  into  their 
games,  despite 
always  coming 
up  short  in  the 
ever-competi- 
tive  Dual  Coun¬ 
ty  League. 

However, 
expect  this  year 
to  be  very  differ 
ent  for  the  team. 

The  team  has  its 
returning  stars; 
captains  Maura 
Donnelly  (I), 

Cassie  Kull  (I), 
and  O’Donnell 
(I),  as  well  as  Knsten  O’Neill  (I),  Palladino 
(I),  SoraiUa  Duquerette  (I),  Brittany  Syb- 
ertz  (I),  Harney  (II),  and  Kasey  Preskenis 
(III).  There  have  also  been  promotions 
from  the  JV  team,  with  the  addition  of 
Azra  Borogovac  (I),  Sarah  Ronayne  (II), 


Meghan  Walsh  (H),  and  Jenny  Stone 
(HI).  Look  for  fiery  three-point  shots  by 
Donnelly  and  Preskenis  and  the  team’s 
aggressive  prevention  of  scoring  by  other 
teams.  Coach 
Bennie  Myers 
is  also  looking 
for  improved 
offensive  and 
defensive  skills 
from  the  girls. 

Since  this  is 
Coach  Myers’s 
last  year,  the 
girls  want  to 
win  as  many 
games  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  make 
sure  this  year  is 


'  'if  v  '"' 

LATIN  FIGHTING  FOR  THE  BALL  AGAINST  ENGLISH  ’ 


LATiN  AND 


a  memorable  one  for  him. 

Recently,  the  girls’  basketball  team 
had  a  scrimmage  against  Burke  High 
School.  In  the  scrimmage,  there  were 
three  20-minute 
periods  of  great 
plays  in  addition 
to  aggressiveness 
from  each  team 
in  commanding 
the  ball.  The 
scores  by  period 
for  the  scrim¬ 
mage  were  13- 
24  (Burke),  8-29 
(Burke),  and  21- 
18  (Latin).  The 
first  period  was 
good.  Latin  had 
the  lead,  until 
the  Burke  Bull¬ 
dogs  started  fighting  back,  eventually 
outscoring  their  opponents.  In  the  second 
period,  Latin  had  a  slow  start.  The  girls 
never  caught  up  to  their  opponents,  de¬ 
spite  their  attempts  to  prevent  the  Burke 
girls  from  stealing  the  ball.  The  last  period 


of  the  scrimmage  was  intense.  The  Wolf 
pack  had  gained  the  lead,  but  the  Bulldogs 
caught  up,  eventually  tying  the  score  at 
18-18.  It  wasn't  until  the  last  15  seconds 
.1  ,  j  that  Preskenis 

got  the  ball 
and  scored  a 
shot  from  the 
three-point 
line,  which 
eventually  be¬ 
came  the  win¬ 
ning  shot  for 
that  period. 

Overall, 
the  Latin  team 
did  a  good  job. 
There  were, 
however,  some 
occasional  bad  passes  and  lack  of  com¬ 
munication  between  the  girls  during  the 
game.  It  seemed  as  though  the  girls  were 
slightly  out  of  sync  with  each  other.  The 
Burke  had  a  defense  that  was  tough  since 
there  were  so  many  excellent  defensive 
players  on  the  team.  The  Latin  girls  used 
their  good  hands  in  trying  to  get  the  ball, 
but  could  not  hold  on  to  the  momentum. 

It  was  a  tough  loss  in  the  first  two  periods, 
but  they  came  out  on  top  in  the  last  one. 
Prom  this  game,  the  girls  can  learn  from 
their  mistakes  and  wiU  only  improve. 

This  year  will  be  a  better  year  for 
the  team.  Many  girls  are  returning,  which 
improves  the  team  chemistry  both  on 
and  off  the  court.  With  the  new  addi¬ 
tions,  there  will  be  more  dynamic  plays 
the  team  can  use  to  trick  and  confuse  its 
opponents.  More  than  half  of  the  games 
this  year  will  be  home  games.  This  means 
less  time  spent  traveling  to  the  distant 
suburbs.  Come  out  and  support  the  girls’ 
basketball  team.  Watch  out  for  bold  plays, 
infinite  dedication,  and  perseverance,  all 
of  which  are  admirable  regardless  of  the 
final  score. 


Merry  Christmas 

Mr.  Flynn ! 

You’re  the  BEST!! 


Merry/Happy 

Christmahanakwanzika 

to  Dreidel  and  all  my 
friends! 

I  Love  You! 

-^I,,exx,  . . .  ,  .  , 


Merry  Christmas 

Mr.  Flynn ! 

You’re  the  BEST!! 


If  there  were  a  school  award  for 
“The  Happiest  Student,”  I  would  with¬ 
out  a  doubt  bet  on  Liz  Balaconis.  I’ve 
really  never  seen  her  with  anything  but 
a  bright  smile  on  her  face.  You  might 
be  tempted  to  think,  “There’s  probably 
nothing  she  ever  has  to  worry  about  in 
her  life,”  but  think  again. 

Liz  Balaconis  is  one  of  the  only 
students  ever  at  Boston  Latin  School 
to  not  only  have  played  three  varsity 
sports  for  five  years  (one  of  them  for 
six  years),  but  to  also  be  a  captain  for 
all  of  them.  She  tried  out  and  made  the 
varsity  Girl’s  Hockey  team  and  the  J V 
Softball  team  as  a  sixie.  The  following 
year  she  joined  the  Varsity  Swim  team 
and  made  the  Varsity  Softball  team. 
Now,  for  those  of  us  who  have  never 
been  able  to  play  sports  during  all  three 
seasons,  let  alone  all  varsities,  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  what  her  life  must  be  like. 

Liz’s  school  year  starts  up  in  the 
last  week  of  August  when  the  swim 
team  practices  begin.  I’ve  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  being  on  the  swim  team  with 
Liz  tor  all  of  my  years  at  Latin  School. 

I  must  say  I  used  to  be  intimidated  as 
well  as  awed  by  her  intense  competi¬ 
tiveness,  unwavering  determination, 
and  effort.  Actually,  I  cannot  remem¬ 
ber  a  meet  where  she  wasn’t  either  in 
the  200  individual  medley  or  the  500  - 
free  (considered  the  two  longest  and 
hardest  events  in  high  school  swim¬ 
ming)  when  she  did  not  swim  both  of 
them. ..happily.  No,  she  wasn’t  just  try¬ 
ing  to  be  a  good  sport  and  “do  it  for  the 
team” — she  actually  wanted  to  do  them. 
Yeah...that’s  Betty  B  for  ya. 

Even  before  swimming  ends,  Liz 
is  already  having  hockey  practices  and 
games  on  the  weekends.  Hockey  has 
been  part  of  Liz's  life  since  she  was  six. 

She  actually  started  figure  skating  when 
she  was  four.  Though  she  swore  that 
she  would  never  play  hockey  as  all  her 
siblings  had  done,  she  was  eventually 
swayed  at  age  six  and  hasn’t  stopped 
playing  ever  since.  She  has  played  de¬ 
fense'  since  sixie  year  and  has  always 
been  the  selfless  player  who  values 
preventing  a  goal  more  than  attempt 
ing  to  get  one. 

Just  as  the  hockey  season  ends, 
sure  enough,  softball  begins.  Liz  plays 
second  base  and  shortstop  and  is  one 
of  the  best  hitters  on  the  team.  She  was 
actually  part  of  a  three-way  tie  for  first 
place  in  the  home  run  derby  that  the 
team  had  two  years  ago,  hitting  a  solo 
homerun  to  claim  her  award.  Compared 
to  hockey,  some  might  think  softball  is 
a  breeze,  but  for  Liz,  it  doesn’t  matter 
what  the  sport  is.  She  gives  it  her  all 
no  matter  what. 

It  is  clear  that  Liz  is  a  natural  ath¬ 
lete  as  well  as  a  leader,  but  beyond  that, 
she  is  also  a  scholar.  She  was  inducted  ,, 
into  the  National  Honor  Society  last 
winter  and  never  misses  an  Approbar 
tion  card.  So  how  does  sh^  do  it  all? 
When  I  asked  her,  she  siift^ly  smited. 
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Indoor  Track  Striding  for  Success 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Chris  LaFortune,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  majority  of  students  who  attend 
Boston  Latin  School  may  not  have  heard 
of  the  solid  indoor  track  program  we  have 
here,  so  I  set  out  to  shed  some  light  on  this 
little  known  school  sport.  I  spoke  with  head 
coach  Meagher  before  their  first  round  of 
tryouts.  With  over  too  members,  both  male 
and  female.  Coach  Meagher  is  convinced 
that  he  has  an  amazing  number  of ‘Very  fine 
candidates.”  With  great  participation  coming 
from  the  team,  morale  is  at  an  all-time  high, 
even  this  early  into  the  season. 

I  became  interested  in  the  large 
number  of  runners  I  saw  milling  aroimd  the 
basement,  so  I  asked  about  the  basic  program 
for  those  who  do  not  know  much  about  it. 
“The  usual  track  practice,”  he  said,  “begins 


with  warm-ups  that  include 
calisthenics  and  stretches.” 

After  warm-ups,  the  team 
participates  in  a  variety  of 
workouts,  each  one  different 
and  suited  to  the  individual 
“depending  on  the  event  [he 
or  she  has!  chosen.”  With 
over  seven  different  events 
for  team  members  to  choose 
from,  every  candidate  is  able 
to  become  femiliarized  with 
running  at  varying  levels. 

Although  it  is  hard  to 
be  certain  so  early  into  the 
season,  Meagher  is  confident 
that  the  team’s  strengths  & 
outweigh  any  disadvantages 
or  weaknesses  it  may  have. 

“One  of  the  advantages  that  we  have  is  that 


we  have  a  really  strong 
distance  team.”  Since  at 
least  half  of  the  events  are 
longer  runs,  this  asset  will 
prove  extremely  helpful  to 
the  overall  performance 
of  the  team  during  the 
season. 

No  matter  whom 
it  may  face  in  the  near 
future,  Marr  is  sure  that 
the  squad  will  be  well-pre¬ 
pared  enough  to  win.  “I 
think  we  wiQ  perform  re¬ 
ally  well.  It’s  a  very  strong 
league,  probably  the  best 
in  the  state.”  When  asked 
what  weaknesses  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  team  had,  he  was 
quick  to  reply  “I  don’t  think  we’ve  got  any 


real  weaknesses.”  It  is  not  too  difficult  to 
see  why  There  has  been  a  large  turnout  of 
candidates  for  tryouts,  and  a  great  amount 
of  effort  been  put  forth  on  their  parts. 

Although  the  team,  like  any  other,  may 
make  a  few  mistakes,  it  is  only  through  hard 
work,  he  believes,  that  they  will  be  able  to 
overcome  them  and  succeed. 

The  most  prominent  member  Coach 
Meagjter  mentioned  was  Caroline  Oloughlin 
(II),  whom  he  described  as  “a  very  talented 
and  extremely  hardworking”  member  of  the 
team.  No  other  students  were  mentioned, 
but  there  is  plenty  of  time  for  other  names 
to  rise  above  the  pack  and  emerge  over  the 
course  of  the  season. 

With  such  a  good  report,  there  is  no 
doubt  we  look  forward  to  seeing  the  team 
perform  at  its  best,  and  we  can  certainly 
expect  a  great  season  to  unfold. 


Sox  Baby  Boomers  Look  Forward  to  2006 


By  Owtn  Stephens,  II 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


Following  a  flurry  of  roster  moves 
unlike  those  of  any  other  ofFseason,  that 
might  even  have  mascot  Wally  the  Green 
Monster  on  the  trade  block,  the  Boston  Red 
Sox  have  moved  away  from  the  nucleus  that 
brought  them  their  first  World  Series  title 
in  86  years.  With  a  totally  revampied  infield, 
and  different  scenery  possibly  coming  in  the 
outfield,  the  Sox  are  suddenly  not  the  lovable 
Idiots,  who  have  appeared  in  the  playoffs 
three  straight  years,  that  we  have  come  to 
know  and  love. 

When  general  manager  Theo  Epstein 
resigned  amid  heavy  controversy  over  his 
souring  relationship  with  CEO  Larry  Lucr 
chino,  fans  wondered  if  the  management 
was  beginning  to  fall  apart  at  the  seams. 
Since  then,  stability  has  been  maintained 
through  a  barrage  of  effective  moves  under 
the  leadership  of  co-GMs  Jed  Hoyer  and  Ben 
Cherington,  both  former  Epstein  assistants, 
while  churning  out  awinning  product  on  the 
field  has  become  the  sole  focus.  The  next 
big  question  has  currently  become  what 
role  and  impacts  the  much  improved  farm 
system  will  have  on  next  year’s  team.  Let’s 


take  a  look: 

Since  Roger  Clemens’s  departure, 
the  team  has  been  looking  for  that  one 
homegrown  power  pitcher  to  consistendy 
anchor  their  starting  rotation.  With  the  ar 
rival  of  Jonathan  Papelbon,  that  may  have  all 
changed.  Papelbon  debuted  in  2005  and  nev¬ 
er  looked  back.  With  an  arsenal  of  pitches 
including  an  overpowering  fastball,  splitter, 
and  changeup,  Papelbon  has  the  makeup  to 
become  the  next  Clemens,  and  effectively 
complement  Josh  Beckett  and  Curt  Schil¬ 
ling  at  the  top  of  the  rotation.  Along  with 
Papelbon,  relievers  Manny  Delcarmen  and 
Craig  Hansen  did  a  solid  job  when  called 
up  to  the  parent  club.  Home-town  hero 
Delcarmen  is  projected  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  the  pen,  with  a  Papelbon-like  fastball 
and  devastating  curveball  used  in  the  setup 
role.  Hansen  is  the  closer  of  the  future  and 
possesses  a  fastball  clocked  in  the  high  90s 
along  with  a  nasty  slider.  If  the  development 
of  lefty  Jon  Lester  (11-6,  2.61  in  Portland 
(AA))  comes  along  as  planned,  and  combined 
with  the  others,  the  Sox  could  have  a  lethal 
combination  of  young  arms  in  store. 

Meanwhile  the  Sox  have  carved  a  new 
face  on  the  positional  side  of  the  team.  If 
Johnny  Damon  and  Manny  Ramirez  end  up 


elsewhere,  the  remaining  carryover  starters 
from  2005  would  number  three.  New  acqui¬ 
sition  Mike  Lowell  will  take  over  at  third  and 
in  effect  push  Kevin  %ukilis  over  to  first. 
'Vbukilis,  long  one  of 
the  best  players  in  the 
Sox  farm  system,  has 
been  overdue  to  get 
playing  time  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  and  might  finally 
have  it  next  year.  Over 
at  second,  Mark  Lo¬ 
retta  (from  San  Diego) 
win  push  back  Dustin 
Pedroia’s  arrival  to  the 
bigs.  Pedroia,  a  scrap¬ 
py  defensive  specialist 
was  part  of  a  proposed 
platoon  at  second  with 
utilityman  Alex  Cora 
before  Loretta’s  ai- 
rival  altered  plans.  As 
to  Loretta’s  double  play  partner  at  shortstop, 
the  Sox  decided  a  change  was  needed  with 
regards  to  struggling  Edgar  Renteria  and 
dealt  him  to  the  Adanta  Braves  for  major 
league  ready  prospect  Andy  Matte. 

Possible  replacements  for  Renteria 
range  from  defensive  guru  Alex  Gonzalez 


to  old  friend  Pokey  Reese,  but  the  most 
intriguing  is  Baltimore  Orioles  star  Miguel 
Tejada.  Tejada,  the  most  dynamic  shortstop 
in  the  game,  was  tired  of  the  losing  situation 
in  Baltimore,  leading  to 
his  request  for  a  trade.  It 
would  take  someone  of 
Ramirez’s  worth  to  pry 
Tejada  away  from  the  Ori¬ 
oles,  yet  O’s  owner  Peter 
Angelos  is  stiU  hesitant  to 
deal  his  franchise  player. 

Overall,  it  has  been 
an  off-season  that  has 
given  new  meaning  to  the 
term  “hot  stove.”  Many 
things  have  been  accom¬ 
plished,  yet  many  loose 
ends  stiU  have  to  be  tied 
down.  The  pitching  has 
been  addressed,  and  the 
chaos  that  once  was  is 
now  gone.  Agood  mix  of  young  players  have 
been  injected  into  a  veteran-laden  team  and 
should  provide  fans  new  exciting  reasons 
to  file  into  Fenway  next  year.  Noty  if  you’ll 
excuse  me.  I’m  going  to  give  Aliss  Cleo  a 
call  and  see  if  there’s  a  World  Series  trophy 
in  the  very  near  future. 


Another  Disappointing  Year  for  Bruins  Fans 


By  Paul  Pokaski,  I 

Assista,nt  Sports  Editor 


The  2005-06  Boston  Bruins  season 
was  the  most  anticipated  in  recent  memory 
With  hockey  fens  locked  out  from  their  be¬ 
loved  sport  dur¬ 
ing  last  season’s 
work  stoppage, 
there  has  been 
much  excite¬ 
ment  about  the 
new  season.  This 
was  especially 
true  for  Bruins 
fans.  For  years, 
they  complained 
about  the  team’s 
unwillingness  to 
spend  money  to 
sign  the  neces¬ 
sary  players  to 
compete  for 
championships. 

Although  fans  paid  some  of  the  highest 
ticket  prices  in  hockey,  the  team’s  owner 
ship  refused  to  offer  competitive  payrolls 
to  the  players,  urJike  such  their  conference 
rivals,  the  New  York  Rangers.  Instead,  the 
team  claimed  that  high-spending  franchises 
were  unprofitable  and  doomed  to  fail  Only 
when  a  new  NHL  salary  system  was  in  place 


would  the  Bruins  be  among  the  league’s  big 
spenders.  , 

That  time  finally  came,  but  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  2004-05  season.  The  new  collec¬ 
tive  bargaining  agreement  cut  players’  wages 
by  24  percent,  and  imposed  a  cap  on  total 
team  salaries. 
Finally  Bruins 
fans  believed 
their  team 
had  a  chance 
to  hoist  Lord 
Stanley’s  Cup 
for  the  first 
time  since 
1972.  Unlike 
other  clubs, 
the  Bruins 
were  well  un¬ 
der  the  new 
salary  cap. 
More  than  a 
third  of  the 
way  through 
the  season,  however,  2005-06  appears  to  be 
another  disappointing  year  for  Hub  hockey 
fans. 

When  the  puck  dropped  to  start  the 
new  season  on  October  5,  it  was  an  omen  of 
things  to  come.  The  Bruins  and  Canadians 
were  tied  i-i  with  12  seconds  remaining  in 
regulation.  Then,  Habs  forward  Michael 


Ryder  scored  the  game-winning  goal  on  the 
power  play  The  third  period  would  become 
a  problem  for  the  defense  all  year.  It  seemed 
that  every  night,  the  Bruins  would  be  tied  or 
leading  after  the  second  intermission,  only  to 
allow  a  crucial  goal.  In  addition,  the  Bruins 
had  deficiencies  in  overtime  and  shootouts. 
Yet,  these  problems  were  just  the  beginning, 
as  the  situation  got  much  worse. 

On  November  8,  the  Bruins  fell  to  the 
Flyers  4-3  in  overtime  on  national  television. 
What  followed  that  game  could  go  down  as 
the  worst  month  in  Bruins  history  Including 
the  Philadelphia  loss,  the  B’s  would  go  on 
to  lose  nine  of  ten  games.  It  was  clear  that 
something  needed  to  be  done. 

Some  suggested  that  the  team  fire  its 
coach,  Mike  Sullivan.  Others  argued  that 
General  Manager  Mike  O’Coimell  should 
be  let  go.  Another  group  of  fens  called  for 
the  firing  of  team  president  Harry  Sinden. 
Yet,  on  November  30,  mere  hours  before 
the  month  of  November  mercifully  ended, 
none  of  these  three  men  were  made  the 
scapegoat.  Instead,  O’Connell  made  a 
surprising  move.  The  person  who  took  the 
blame  was  the  team’s  captain  and  best  player, 
Joe  Thornton. 

The  decision  to  trade  Thornton  raises 
some  serious  questions  about  the  future  of 
this  franchise.  Just  this  off-season,  the  team 
.  appeared  committed  to  making  him  a  Bruin . 


for  the  foreseeable  future.  He  signed  a  three- 
year  contract  that  made  him  one  of  the  high¬ 
est  paid  players  in  hockey  Yet,  just  months 
after,  he  was  traded  for  three  players,  none  of 
whom  can  rival  Thornton’s  potential 

The  deal  has  also  caused  fens  to  grow 
even  more  wary  of  the  team’s  front  office. 
Jeremy  Jacobs  has  not  won  a  Stanley  Cup  in 
his  24  years  owning  the  team.  Harry  Sinden 
did  not  win  a  Cup  during  his  28  years  as  a 
general  manager  and  has  been  unsuccess- 
fiil  in  the  fest  25  years  as  President  either. 
O’CoimeU  has  not  won  a  Cup  as  a  vice- 
president,  general  manager,  head  coach,  or 
player.  Still,  these  three  men  have  continued 
to  hold  power  in  the  organization,  while 
the  players  and  coaches  have  been  swapped 
out  frequendy.  The  blame  never  falls  on 
management,  and  this  trend  continues  with 
Thornton’s  departure. 

Like  the  33  seasons  before  this  one, 
a  championship  banner  will  not  be  hoisted 
to  the  rafters  of  the  Garden.  What  appears 
more  likely  is  that  Joe  Thornton  may  some¬ 
day  join  Raymond  Bourque  as  a  player  who 
had  to  leave  Boston  to  win  Stanley  Cups. 
The  front  office  must  stop  using  its  coaches 
and  players  as  scapegoats  and  start  to  take 
responsibility  for  the  team  they  put  together. 
Until  that  happens,  this  team  will  never  halt 
its  losing  ways,  and  continue  to  fall  short  of 
being  the  best  team  in  hockey 
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The  Hapless  AFC  East  Spiraling  Downward 


By  Joseph  Bravoco,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Around  this  time  last  year,  every 
ESPN  football  analyst  described  the  East 
division  as  having  the  most  competitive 
teams  in  the  American  Football  Conference. 
Combined,  the  Jets,  Patriots,  Dolphins, 
and  Bills  recorded  37  wins  compared  to  only 
25  losses,  standing  high  above  the  others 
within  their  conference.  As  the  playoffs 
began,  it  was  one  of  only  two  divisions 
within  the  entire  NFL  to  have  two  teams 
with  10  wins.  Going  into  the  2005-06 
season,  it  was  predicted  to  wreak  havoc 
on  the  rest  of  the  league,  while  battling 
with  each  other  for  that  precious  playoff 
berth. 

Unfortunately  the  AFC  East  is  no 
longer  the  same  dominating  division.  With 
three  out  of  its  four  teams  submerged 
below  .500,  and  the  other  just  barely  able 
to  keep  its  head  above  water,  the  AFC 
East  is  now  commonly  referred  to  as 
the  weakest  division  in  football,  and  for 
good  reason.  As  Jets  fans  slowly  spell  out 
the  once  famous  incantation  of  J-E-T-S 
that  now  mockingly  stands  for  Just-End- 


The-Season,  and  Bills  and  Dolphins  fans 
alike  observe  their  hometown  teams  with 
utter  astonishment,  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  the  AFC  has  reached  a  low  point, 
unforeseen  by  the  likes  of  football  gurus 
abroad.  Even  the  redoubtable  Patriots, 
who  were  predicted  to  extend  their  dynasty 
even  further  into  the  history  books,  have 
completely  flabbergasted  both  their  fans 
and  opponents  by  showcasing  an  unsettling 
streak  of  mediocrity  this  season.  What  has 
caused  such  an  unpredictable  disintegration 
of  the  AFC  East,  whose  prestige  currently 
ranks  somewhere  between  that  of  Martha 
Stewart  and  Mike  Tysoa^ 

One  explanation  is  simply  that 
these  teams  have  too  many  new  faces  as 
a  result  of  inopportune  injuries  and  off¬ 
season  re-signings.  The  free  agent  market 
dissolved  the  patchwork  of  these  once 
formidable  teams,  and  transformed  them 
into  unimpressive  effigies  of  their  old 
selves.  The  Jets,  without  quarterback  Chad 
Pennington,  have  found  it  considerably 
hard  to  even  suit  up  for  games  without 
hearing  criticism  from  their  disappointed 
fandom.  The  Dolphins  are  forced  to  watch 
their  former  Pro  Bowl  running  back  be 


flattened  out  by  comerbacks  half  his  size 
week  after  week.  The  Bills  believed  handing 
the  ball  off  to  promising  rookie  J.E  Losman 
would  drive  them  into  playoff  contention; 
instead  they  find  themselves  placing  their 
postseason  hopes  in  the  unsteady  hands 
of  Kelly  Holcombe.  The  Patriots,  who 
once  featured  the  best  defense  in  the 
entire  league,  now  are  forced  to  hold  their 
breath  on  every  defensive  play,  fearful  of 
yet  another  devastating  injury 

Fortunately,  the  abysmal  records 
of  the  AFC  East  have  worked  into  the 
Patriots’  favor.  Comfortably  sitting  atop 
the  AFC  East  with  a  two  game  lead  over 
the  laughable  Dolphins,  the  Patriots  are 
still  favored  to  once  against  clinch  then- 
division,  despite  a-  disappointing  8-5  record 
thus  far.  “Statistically,  we  haven’t  matched 
up  -with  last  year’s  numbers,  but  all  we 
care  about  is  locking  up  our  division  and 
gettmg  into  the  playoffs  for  nory”  declared 
Patriots  quarterback  Tom  Brady,  who  has 
tried  to  cany  this  team  practically  all  by 
himself  The  loss  of  perermial  stars  such  as 
Rodney  Harrison  and  Eugene  Wilson  in 
the  backfield  leaves  the  Patriots  vulnerable 
to  even  the  most  mediocre  passing  attack. 


Opposing  teams  have  feasted  on  their 
inexperienced  defensive  backs,  unafraid 
to  launch  passes  into  a  backfield.  New 
defensive  coordinator  Eric  Mangini  has 
tried  gearing  the  defensive  strategy  more 
towards  a  zone,  Covei^  defense,  focusing 
more  on  preventing  the  backs  from  getting 
burned  deep.  What  this  strategy  gained  in 
protecting  the  pass,  it  lost  in  the  Patriots’ 
inability  to  stop  the  running  game. 

But  let’s  face  it.  Eric  Mangini  is  no 
Romeo  Cronell.  Nevertheless,  the  Patriots 
have  the  opportunity  every  Sunday  to 
erase  aU  memory  of  their  mediocrity  and 
restore  faith  into  their  run  for  yet  another 
Super  Bowl  victory  Each  time,  they  need 
to  reacquire  the  cohesiveness  that  marked 
the  last  four  years  of  their  performance 
even  if  this  team  has  serious  deficiencies  in 
the  defensive  backfield  and  has  never  been 
the  most  talented,  nor  the  most  athletic. 
Instead,  they  had  the  most  heart,  -which  is 
one  intangible  they  brought  to  the  table 
every  given  Sunday  If  they  can  demonstrate 
the  heart  of  the  former  Patriots,  who  have 
been  victorious  in  three  out  of  the  past  four 
seasons,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  whether 
they  can  restore  their  past  glory 


U.S.  Soccer  Moving  Up  In  the  World 


By  Nick  Milano,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Football.  When  an  American  hears 
the  -word  football,  pictures  of  Corey  Dillon 
stifFarming  a  defender  or  Adam  Vinatieri’s 
follow  throng  on  yet  another  game  winning 
field  goal  come  to  mind.  What  comes  to 
mind  when  anyone  else  in  the  world  hears  the 
word  football  are  images  ofDavid  Beckham’s 
ridiculous  diving  and  darting  free  kicks  and 
Ronaldinho’s  dazzling  footwork.  Football 
arovmd  the  world,  soccer  to  Americans, 
is  a  foreign,  strange  sport  whose  most 
fundamental  rule  is  perplexing  for  most 
Americans;  no  hands  allowed.  The  sport  is 
followed  by  only  a  limited  number  of  die 
hard  fans;  the  MLS  (to  soccer  what  the 
NFL  is  to  fbotbalD,  for  example,  has  only  12 
teams  and  loses  money  every  year.  Despite 
these  obstacles,  the  US  national  teams  have 
emerged  as  some  of  the  -world’s  top  soccer 
powers. 

At  the  2002  FIFA  ,  the  Federation 
Internationale  de  FootbaUAssodation,  World 
Cup,  the  U.S.  Men’s  team  finally  had  some 
great  success.  Trying  to  boimce  back  from 
the  1998  ^^(brld  Cup  in  which  they -went  0-3 
and  scored  only  one  goal,  the  men’s  team 
advanced  to  the  quarterfinals  by  defeating 
top  -world  powers  Portugal  and  Mexico  along 


the  w;^  Mean-while,  the  women’s  team  was 
wirming  bragging  rights  over  the  men  by 
establishing  itself  as  the  team  to  beat  aroimd 
the  world.  The  women-won  the  1996  Olympic 
gold  medal,  the  1999 
Wrrld  Cup,  the  2000 
Olympic  silver  medal, 
third  place  at  the  2003 
Wrrld  Cup,  and  the 
2004  Olympic  gold 
medal.  This  resume 
represents  a  strong 
soccer  program  that 
one  would  expect 
from  Brazil,  not  the 
United  States. 

Looking  to 
the  future,  the  2006 
Wrrld  Cup  is  coming 
quickly  The  32  teams 
needed  have  qualified 
and  have  finalized 
their  respective  line- 
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ups  and  the  trip  to  Germany  next  summer. 
The  United  States  -was  among  the  first  teams 
to  quali^  and  did  so  bypkying  well  in  a  series 
of  matches  with  teams  from  North  America, 
SouthAmerica,  and  the  CaribbeaiL  Althoii^ 
by  no  means  a  favorite,  as  onfy  seven  different 
teams  ha-ve  won  the  cup  since  its  inception  in 
1930,  the  United  States  is  still  regarded  as  a 


dangerous  team  that  has  an  outside  chance  at 
winning  it  all  This  prediction  is  based  on  the 
team’s  very  tough  schedule  and  record  over 
the  past  three  years  -which  has  also  resulted 
in  the  number  eight 
ranking  in  the  -world 
by  FIFA.  The  U.S. 
is  currently  ranked 
higher  than  countries 
where  soccer  is 
followed  like  the  Red 
Sox  are  in  Boston: 
every  win,  a  sign  of 
God’s  adoration,  and 
every  loss,  a  sign  of 
eternal  damnation. 
A  coriple  of  teams 
below  the  U.S.  are 
Germany  Italy  and 
even  England. 

Turning  back 
to  the  women,  the 
U.S.  national  team  has 
recently  bid  adieu  to  such  fixtures  as  Mia 
Hamm,  Julie  Foudy  and  Joy  Fawcett.  With 
the  team  in  transition,  no  one  is  sure  -what  to 
expect  because  the  loss  of  Mia  Hamm,  -who 
was  by  far  the  best  women’s  player  in  the 
world,  perhaps  in  history  -will  be  felt  for  years; 
nevertheless,  the  team  is  ranked  number  two 
in  the  -worid,  second  only  to  Germany  -who 


won  both  the  2003  Wfaild  Cup  and  the  2005 
European  Championship,  giving  them  a 
huge  boost  in  points.  U.S.  Wbmen’s  soccer  is 
currently  at  a  turning  point  as  it  must  cany 
on  the  jxrpularity  and  winning  tradition  that 
has  become  the  trademark  of  Hamm’s  era.  It 
is  said  that  teams  are  only  truly  great  if  they 
can  overcome  the  most  difiicult  challenges 
presented  to  them,  and  we  shall  soon  see  Ae 
true  greatness  of  women’s  soccer  here  in  the 
United  States. 

All  in  all,  the  year  2006  -will  be  an 
important  one  for  U.S.  national  soccer;  Vfe  will 
soon  see  whether  the  hype  surrounding  the 
best  US.  men’s  team  in  history  is  -worthwhile 
and  whether  or  not  the  women’s  team  can 
overcome  the  loss  of  its  core  players.  The 
men  are  expected  to  make  it  to  the  semi¬ 
finals,  one  step  further  than  they  did  in  the 
2002  Vbrld  Cup,  but  it  is  doubtfol  that  they 
will  -win  because  they  would  have  to  defeat 
Germany  Germany  always  has  a  very  strong 
team  and  playing  in  Germany  in  front  of  a 
largely  German  crowd  will  give  it  a  home-field 
advantage  like  no  other.  The  women  have 
to  continue  their  history  as  a  world  power 
despite  fielding  a  totally  new  line-up.  In  the 
past  decade,  both  teams  have  gro-wn  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  giving  hope  for  the  development 
of  a  consistent  and  successful  United  States 
soccer  prograiiL 


_  ,  c”  - -  lu  vjcniiaiiy  wno  soccer  prograiiL 

NASCAR  Still  Lacking  Northern  Fans 

Ron  RnwFP.  T  bring  the  action  and  strateaies  that  the  other  .-<-'1 


By  Ron  Bower,  I 

Staff  Writer 


NASCAR  is  the  fastest  growing  sport 
in  the  natioiL  It  has  just  signed  a  new  eigh^ 
year  deal  with  six  networla  for  a  whopping 
$4.48  billion.  The  races  are  one  of  the  most 
highly  rated  sports  programming  in  the 
United  States,  second  only  to  the  National 
Football  League.  In  addition,  this  year’s 
Nextel  Cup  Series  was  one  of  the  most 
competitive  in  years.  So  how  come  the 
average  fan  can’t  name  more  than  five  drivers? 
Why  do  we  at  Boston  Latin  care  so  little  for  a 
sport  the  Simbelt  can’t  stop  -watching? 

When  asked  what  he  didn’t  like  about 
the  sport,  Mr.  Michael  Giordano  said,  “Let’s 
start  with  the  race.  Seeing  them  race  aroimd 
the  o-val  is  like  watching  paint  dry  I  think 
they  should  turn  it  into  a  figure  eight  and 
have  them  cross  one  another;  -well  see  how 
fesf  they  go  then.’-’-MostpeOple,  feel  the  same, 
way  RyanMurphy  (I)  said,’iNASeARdoesn’t ' 


bring  the  action  and  strat^es  that  the  other 
four  major  sports  bring.” 

It  is  tough  imagining  how  one  can 
become  excited  watching  cars  follow  one 
another  for  hours  on  end.  The  races  always 
seem  to  be  -won  in  the  same  w^  -with  the 
teams  employing  the  same  schemes  and 
exploiting  similar  strengths.  The  most 
exciting  plays  are  the  rare  photo  finishes 
and  occasional  -wrecks.  When  asked  why 
he  thought  that  NASCAR  doesn’t  intrigue 
the  north  while  southern  states  can’t  get 
enough  of  it,  Craig  Groves  (I)  said,  “I  just 
don’t  understand  the  entertainment  factor. 
When  watching  the  Patriots,  there  is  always 
a  different  outcome;  NASCAR  is  too 
repetitive.” 

The  NFL  could  be  exactly  what  keeps 
northerners  from  watching  NASCAR. 
Teams  such  as  the  Red  Sox,  Patriots, 
Bruins,  and  Celtics  give  Boston  sports  fans 
-something-with  Which 'to  identify; -they  are 
-. local  franchrses.. 'We. carmot'-undeEstand. 


rooting  for  the  “Number  43  Chex  Party  Mix” 
car.  The  teams,  players,  jerseys,  and  stadiums 
all  belong  to  us.  Next  season,  half  of  the  Red 
Sox  starters  will  be  different,  but  the  laundry 
they  wear -will  mean  they  are 
one  of  us,  and  -we  will  root 
for  them. 

NASCAR  drivers, 
however,  wear  the  colors 
of  their  sponsors.  These 
sponsorships  are  one 
of  the  sport’s  greatest 
detractors.  Everything  in 
NASCAR  is  associated  with 
advertisement.  NASCAR 
has  built  itself  on  ads,  making 
$4.1  billion  in  2004.  Dozens 
of  decals  can  be  found  on  a 
car,  including  PosHts,  EA 


TONY  STEWART  COME^^IROT 


Miller  Lite,  and  Patron  Tequila  each  had 
its  own  race  car  for  the  2005  Nextel  Cup 
.Series.  Of  course,  the  Nextel  Cup,  named 
after  a  defunct  cell  phone  company  is  the 
championship  event  of 
the  NASCAR  seasoiL  Can 
you  imagine  what  the  NFL 
would  be  like  ifi  at  the  end 
of  the  season,  the  best 
team  won  the  Cellular 
One  Trophy?  The  practice 
cheapens  the  sport  and 
some  fans  don’t  put  up 
with  that. 

Finally,  NASCAR 
remains  a  regional  sport. 
The  Nextel  Cup  has 
only  two  races  in  the 
northeast,  both  at  the 
New  Hampshire  International  Speedway 


Sports,  Brawny  paper  towels,  and  everything  .....  liiieiiiaiionai  apeeoway 

m  between.  And  when.did  it  become  okay  . .  NASCARi. only.  hope,  to  attract  new  fans 

TO  promote  drinking  and  driving  at  the  same-  is  to-build.off  its  strong  southern  roots  and 
.trine.  Budweiser,  Jack- Daniel’s  Whiskey,  branch  out-into  the  North.' . 
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The  Fun  Page 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Across 

1.  Pooh’s  bounciest  friend. 

3.  Great  Come  of  1997. 

5.  Santa  Claus’s  mode  of  transport. 

7.  Most  celebrated  BLS  drojwut. 

8.  Rainbow  goddess  in  your  eyes, 
n.  Melville’s  greatest  work. 

13.  Name  of  Boston  Latin  School’s  first 
headmaster. 

14.  Subterranean  and  subversive. 

r6.  Author  of  “The  Wind-Up  Bird  Chron¬ 
icle.” 

20.  Aka  northern  lights. 

21.  Replaced  Abe. 

22.  It  means  no  worries. 

23.  Iran’s  president  denied  that  the _ 

occurred. 

26.  “The  Sweet  Life”  (Italian). 

27.  WTiat  happened  on  Elm  Street. 

28.  Color  of  Paul  Bunyan’s  ox. 

29.  Origin  of  Victory  (statue). 

30.  The  official  fruit  of  the  holiday  sea- 


Down 

1.  Tacky  messy,  shiny  Christmas  decora¬ 
tion. 

2.  Hitler’s  Police. 

3.  Location  of  last  World  Trade  Organiza¬ 
tion  meeting. 

4.  Darcy’s  estate. 

6.  Aka  seppuku. 

9.  White  stuff. 

10.  Aids  “Mumbles”  in  speaking. 


12.  “Make  Way  for _ ” 

15.  Planet’s  path  stuck  under  desks. 
17.  Seinfeld’s  Diner. 


18.  November  3rd  or  4th  2005. 

19.  The  Moor  of  Venice. 

24.  Unit  of  cereal. 


25.  Increased  role  in  Middle  Eastern  af¬ 
fairs. 


Sudoku 
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Merry /Happy 
Christmahanakwanzika 
to  Dreidel  and  all  my 
friends! 

I  Love  You! 

-  Lexx 

We  Love 
Miles  +  Kim 

International  Showcase 
AUDITIONS 

January  9-13 

For  more  info,  please  see 
ZiXiuChenHR  115 

Fahmil  Shah  HR  124 

Sarah  Sears  FIR  124 

Wishing 

The  Faculty 

Happy  Holidays! 

BLS  Faculty  Senate 

Happy  Holidays  To 

O.F.H.M. 

Much  Love  - 

Guess  Who? 

Happy  Holidays  To 
The  Off-Site  Lunch 
Bunch! 

See  You  In  2006! 

To  the  wonderful  main 
office  assistants  -  Thank 
you  +  Merry  Christmas! 

Ms.  Malone 
and  Ms.  Feehily 

From  everyone 
at  the  Argo 

Happy  Holidays! 
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Drugs  and  Drinking  at  BLS 


By  Claudia  Tenen,  II 
&  Linda  Zheng,  II 

Staff  Writer  &  Editorial  Board  Associate 


As  the  bell  rings,  signaling  the 
beginning  of  second  period,  John 
(not  his  real  name)  saunters  into  the 
classroom,  backpack  slung  over  one 
shoulder,  a  clear,  la¬ 
bel-less  bottle  of  or 
ange  liquid  in  hand. 

He  slides  into  his 
seat,  nonchalantly 
placing  the  drink  on 
top  of  his  desk  in 
the  front  row.  After 
shooting  the  teacher 
a  quick  glance,  John 
twists  off  the  cap  and 
takes  a  long  sip,  all  in 
one  smooth  motion. 

As  he  screws  the  bot¬ 
tle  shut,  a  classmate 
sitting  nearby  chuck¬ 
les  and  leans  over. 

“Man,  you  are  going  to  be  so 
buzzed.” 

The  liquid  in  the  nondescript 
plastic  bottle  was  not  ordinary  or¬ 
ange  juice.  As  John,  a  Boston  Latin 
School  upperclassman,  would  admit 
in  a  later  interview,  it  was  actually 
a  homemade  alcoholic  concoction 
given  to  him  that  morning  by  a  fel¬ 
low  student.  “{High  school  students] 
drink  at  parties  most  of  the  time,”  he 
stated,  “but  people  do  it  everywhere. 
My  friend  just  gave  [the  alcohol]  to 
me,  and  it  was  like,  why  not?”  A  self- 


professed  user  of  marijuana  as  well, 
John  noted  that  some  students  also 
“blaze”  (smoke  marijuana)  in  school 
bathrooms.  “A  lot  of  kids  here  drink 
and  blaze,”  he  added.  “I  probably 
know  50  kids  who  do  these  things 
from  time  to  time.” 

John’s  actions  and  statements 


point  out  undeniable  conditions  ex¬ 
isting  at  the  Boston  Latin  School.  As 
in  all  American  high  schools,  teenage 
drug  and  alcohol  use  have  proven  to 
be  challenging  and  reform-resistant 
issues.  The  Youth  Risk  Behavior  Sui^ 
vey  (YRBS)  conducted  every  other 
year  in  Massachusetts  by  both  the 
Department  of  Education  and  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention  published  startling  sta¬ 
tistics  in  2004.  Taken  anonymously 
and  voluntarily  by  3,624  students  in 
50  randomly  chosen  public  schools  in 


the  state,  the  YRBS  provides  a  rep¬ 
resentative  overview  of  the  general 
situation  among  teenagers.  While 
rates  of  alcohol,  ecstasy  and  meth- 
amphetamine  use  were  lower  when 
compared  with 
rates  of  previous 
years,  75  percent 
of  the  high  school 
students  surveyed 
have  consumed 
alcohol  at  some 
time  during  their 
lives  and  47  per¬ 
cent  have  taken 
illegal  substances. 

Nearly  32  percent 
of  the  Bay  State 
students  surveyed 
have  also  “offered, 
given  or  sold 
drugs”  on  school 
property. 

While  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  students 
have  contributed 
to  YRBS  data  in 
past  years,  the  results  are  never 
specific  to  individual  districts.  In 
order  to  obtain  statistics  pertaining 
exclusively  to  Latin  School,  the  Argo 
selected  one  homeroom  from  each 
class  at  random  and  asked  the  stu¬ 
dents  to  participate  in  an  anonymous 
survey.  Although  the  numbers  of 
teens  confessing  to  having  been  in¬ 
toxicated  or  having  used  drugs  were 
not  as  drastic  as  those  in  presented 
by  the  YRBS,  the  percentages  were 


still  considerable.  On  average,  33.5 
percent  of  all  students  surveyed  had 
done  one,  the  other  or  both  in  their 
lifetimes.  Moreover,  37  percent,  if 
given  the  chance,  would  participate 
in  one  of  these  il¬ 
legal  activities. 
Noticeably  fewer 
students  consumed 
drugs  than  alcohol, 
however,  and  many 
did  note  on  the 
survey  that  they 
would  only  experi¬ 
ment  with  the  lat¬ 
ter. 

When  asked 
about  possible  rea¬ 
sons  for  this  “pref¬ 
erence,”  students 
5  answered  that 
c  drugs  are  less  ac- 
I  ceptable  as  a  whole 

i  and  harder  to  come 
0. 

I  by.  In  some  house- 
,1  holds,  parents  al- 
low  teenagers  to 
drink,  as  is  the  practice  in  various 
European  countries.  Access  to  alco¬ 
hol  also  comes  in  the  form  of  older 
friends  or  even  the  homeless,  who 
are  sometimes  paid  to  buy  drinks 
for  students. 

Drugs,  with  marijuana  being 
the  most  popular,  are  not  utterly 
elusive  to  teenagers,  however. 

Drugs  &  Drinking 
Continued  on  page  4 


Musical  Discord 


This  Valentine’s  Day, 

Make  your  friends  feel  L0¥C&  . . . 
send  them 

Cctr/ta£uMAf 

$1  /  FLOWER 

BUY  5  GET  1 

WATCH  OUT  FOR  SELLERS  COMING  TO  YOUR 
HOMEROOM/LUNCHTABLE...OR 
GET  THEM  FROM: 

WENDY  WANG,  KIERAN  KELLEY,  BRYAN  STRICKLAND,  JENNIFER  LY, 
HELEN  LU,  ATHENA  DY,  STEPHANIE  CHAN,  VICTORIA  TRAN,  EVA 
CHEUNG,  TALIA  CLARK,  RICHARD  PENG,  PATRICK  LI,  MONIQUE  SYMES, 
MARGARITA  JAVIER,  KRISTINE  XUE,  GALIN  MA,  REBECCA  BILADEAU, 
DAVID  WHITAKER,  CONNIE  MA,  JESSICA  QU,  JEROME  O'GRADY, 
JONATHAN  LARA,  JULIA  ARNOUS. 


By  Julia  Arnous,  II  & 

Ari  Klickstein,  hi 

Assistant  Editor  &  Editorial  Board  Associate 


The  Wohtones  and  Wolfettes,  wide¬ 
ly  recognized  as  Boston  Latin  School’s 
only  student-run  a  cappella  groups,  have 
both  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  choosing 
their  own  music  and  members  from  incep¬ 
tion.  Despite  their  relative  independence, 
the  music  department  has  traditionally 
allowed  them  to  perform  at  school  con¬ 
certs. 

This  year,  after  three  entrance 
rounds,  the  Wolftones  selected  five  new 
members,  each  for  his  exceptional  rendi¬ 
tion  of  a  selection  of  his  choice.  The  music 
department  now  requires  that  all  of  the 
Wolftones  members,  as  well  as  those  of 
its  companion  group,  the  Wolfettes,  par 
ticipate  in  a  official  musical  elective  such 
as  Concert  Choir  or  Senior  Band.  Two  of 
the  most  recent  additions  to  the  group, 
however,  are  no  longer  members  of  any 
other  music  program. 


Although  the  Wolftones  are  hoping 
to  resolve  this  issue  with  chorus  master 
Mr.  Christopher  Charig  or  the  director 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School  arts  program, 
Mr.  Paul  Pitts,  other  after-school  music 
groups  have  not  been  affected.  Mr.  Pitts 
considers  the  Piano  Society,  for  example, 
to  be  an  educational  group  rather  than  a 
performing  ensemble,  and  recognizes  that 
Gospel  Choir  is  stiU  “rebuilding”  from 
former  director  Mr.  Brian  Simmons’s  un¬ 
expected  departure  two  years  ago. 

The  reasoning  behind  the  rule, 
which  does  not  appear  on  paper,  is  that 
“people  who  are  in  the  program”  should 
receive  “preferential  treatment,”  and  “first 
dibs  on  smaller  ensembles.”  Pitts  points 
out  that  to  be  in  Show  Choir,  students 
must  also  be  in  another  choir,  to  make  sure 
that  they  get  the  basics.  Also,  according 
to  Pitts,  students  in  jazz  band  must  be  in 
concert  band  with  the  possible  exception 
of  the  jazz  band’s  guitar  player. 

Music 
Continued  on  page  2 


he  stumbled  into  a  display  of  antique 
Chinese  vases  dating  from  the  Qing  dy¬ 
nasty.  Three  broke.  Margaret  Greeves, 
the  museum’s  assistant  director,  says  that 
“[the  vases]  arc  in  very  very  small  pieces, 
but  we  are  determined  to  put  them  back 
together,”  (AP) 

>>  Robert  William  Huff,  24,  of 
Oroville,  California,  was  sentenced  to 


20  hours  of  community  service  and  24 
hours  in  jail.  Huff  pleaded  no  contest 
10  slapping  Bailey,  a  police  horse,  while 
the  horse  was  trying  to  control  crowds 
at  a  fraternity  party  in  September  2003. 
Mike  Ramsey  the  district  attorney,  says 
that  he  hopes  Huff  will  fulfill  his  service 
hours  "shoveling  horse  manure  at  the 
Chico  police  mounted  unit’s  training 
grounds.”  (AP) 


Global  News  Tidbits 


»Twenty-four  California  Institute 
of  Technology  students  were  rescued  after 
they  attempted  to  walk  the  10  miles  from 
the  Mount  Wilson  Observatory  down  the 
Mount  Wilson  Toll  Road,  unaware  that  a 
landslide  last  year  had  blodccd  it.  Rescu¬ 
ers  were  called  in  at  3  a.m.  to  help  the 
students  down  from  the  mountain;  none 


of  them  had  flashlights  or  warm 
clothing,  but,  curiously  the  stu¬ 
dents  were  dressed  in  Superman 
outfits,  tutus  tnd  other  costumes.  They 
said  it  was  a  part  of  a  hazing  ritual.  (AP) 

>>  A  visitor  to  the  Fitzwilliam  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Cambridge,  England  tripped  on 
a  shoelace  and  stumbled  down  a  flight 
of  stairs.  Luckily,  he  was  unhurt,  but 
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On  behalf  of  the  entire  Argo  staff, 
I  would  like  to  wish  the  BLS,  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  Class  of  “Oh-Six,”  a  very  happy 
2006.  In  this  first  issue  of  the  year,  our 
front  page  features  two  articles  that  will 
prove  to  be  very  interesting  to  the  student 
body.  It  is  no  secret  that  a  large  number 
of  students  drink  and  do  drugs,  but  the 
investigative  reporting  done  by  Claudia 
Tenen  (II)  and  Linda  Zheng  (II)  covers 
the  story  like  never  before.  Furthermore, 
for  everyone  who  has  ever  thought  about 
performing  for  groups  such  as  Show 
Choir,  Wolftones,  orWolfettes,  the  article 
entitled  “Musical  Discord”  may  come  as 
a  surprise.  If  you  are  a  B-sie  or  an  A-sie 
who  has  ever  mocked  a  B-sie,  the  Forum 
section  includes  a  debate  on  the  pros  and 


cons  of  being  a  B-sie  at  BLS 
(page  5). 

This  week  also  marks  the 
second  half  of  the  annual  Argo 
carnation  fund  drive.  Thanks 
to  the  hard  work  of  Wendy 
Wang  (II)  and  all  the  sales  rep¬ 
resentatives,  we  will  be  dehver 
ing  personahzed  carnations  on 
Valentine’s  Day.  Purchase  them 
before  they  sell  out!  If  you  time 
in  to  BLS-TV,  the  Argo  will  be 
airing  a  series  of  commercials 
featuring  some  special  faculty 
guests. 

Lastly,  it  has  come  to  my 
attention  that  some  students 
were  complaining  that  the  “dia¬ 
bolical”  puzzle  was  too  easy. 

Well,  for  you  overachieving  Sudoku-ists, 
turn  to  oiu"  fun  page  and  prepare  to  weep. 
When  you  are  done  weeping,  fall  back 
on  the  everso-lovely  “diaboUcal”  sudoku 
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found  on  this  page. 

-Ke  Zhang 
Editorin-Chief 


Music 

Continued  from  pajif  i 


RecaUing  the  situation  he  had  met 
upon  joining  the  Boston  Latin  School 
music  community,  he  explains  that  “we’re 
going  from  music  activities  to  a  music 
program.”As  for  students  who  feel  they 
need  their  study  periods  to  catch  up 
on  schoolwork,  Pitts  doubts  that  three 
more  studies  per  rotation  would  have 
a  significant  impact  on  any  student’s 
academic  performance.  If  students  do 
not  have  enough  time  to  participate  in 
chorus  or  band,  he  says,  they  do  not  have 
enough  time  to  participate  in  Wolftones 
or  Wolfettes. 

In  addition  to  wanting  to  reward 
those  dedicated  singers  who  are  able 
to  sacrifice  some  of  their  studies,  Pitts 
also  seeks  to  limit  the  school's  a  cappella 


groups’  membership  to  the  eUte  of  the 
chorus  department.  Wolftones  member 
David  Whitaker  (II)  beheves  that  Pitts 
“wants  good  male  singers  to  be  involved  in 
the  music  department,  because  the  chorus 
needs  more  guys.” 

But,  Pitts  says,  some  members 
“thought  they  were  little  stars.”  Another 
reason  for  the  change  in  policy  towards 
the  Wolftones/Wolfettes  is  that  he  wants 
to  “know  what  they’re  doing.”  Last 
year,  according  to  Pitts,  the  Wolftones 
decided  to  disband  without  consulting 
any  member  of  the  music  department. 
(Whitaker  admits  that  there  was  concern 
regarding  the  group’s  future  among  the 
group’s  members,  “because  most  of  the 
members  were  seniors  last  year.  At  our 
last  concert  they  made  an  announcement 
that  most  of  the  members  were  leaving. 


and  I  beheve  that  that  was  interpreted  as 
the  Wolftones’  being  disbanded.”)  Pitts 
also  questions  whether  the  entirety  of  the 
Wolftones’  material  could  be  considered 
appropriate  for  the  school  environment. 
Some  of  the  Wolfettes’  arrangements,  he 
says,  “could  have  been  cut  in  half.”  Pitts, 
however,  thinks  “‘control’  is  an  evil  word,” 
and  would  prefer  either  the  term  “faculty 
coaching”  or  “artistic  input.” 

Pitts  and  Charig  have  heard  “some 
grumbling”  about  the  rule.  Even  so,  Pitts 
does  not  foresee  any  change  in  policy. 
Those  who  would  Hke  exceptions  to  be 
made  are  expected  to  make  their  cases 
individually.  If  they  choose  to  disregard 
the  rule,  they  wiU  not  be  allowed  to  “per 
form  at  the  {school}  concertls},”  but,  as 
Pitts  says,  “they  could  go  sing  at  nursing 
homes.” 


Ask  the  Argo — 
Valentine's  Dav  Edition 


^  What  is  love? 

A;  Baby  don’t  hurt 
hurt  me  no  more. 


^  Will  you  be  my  valentine? 

A:  No. ..unless  you  buy  me  a  giant 
bouquet  of  Argo  carnations. 


for  those  overpriced  flowers? 

me,  don’t  A:  Fley,  we  resent  that 
implication! You  can  buy  (po¬ 
tential)  true  love  for  the  low, 
low  price  of  $i  per  carnation  or 
S5  for  six. 


^  How  long  will  the  Argo  be 
selling  carnations? 

A:  Fortunately  for  all  you  pro¬ 
crastinating  romantics  out 
there,  we’ll  be  selling  them  until 
February  10.  See  Wendy  Wang 
(201),  Yucong  Ma  (120),  Rebecca 
Bilodeau  (loi),  Lisa  Jing  (118)  or 
any  other  Argonauts  wandering 
the  halls  for  details.  Don’t  even 
think  about  regifting  the  carna¬ 
tions  you  get  like  you  did  last 
year — buy  some  today! 

Sl  How  much  are  you  charging 


^  What  is  the  most  romantic 
movie  of  all  time? 

A:  I'd  like  to  say  The  Notebook 
but  let's  be  serious;  it  has  been 
Cruel  Intentions  since...  eh,  what¬ 
ever.  2001?  But  Casablanca  be¬ 
fore  then  if  you're  a  real  sucker 
for  the  oldies,  like  me.  Why  do 
the  best  movies  all  start  with 
the  letter  C? 

^  Where  did  you  get  those 
awesome  commercials  for  the 
carnations? 

A:  You  can  blame  a  few  really  re- 


ally  bored  seniors,  in  particular, 
Tom  Ahmadifar.  (See  photo  on 
front  cover.) 

^  Mirror,  mirror  on  the  wall, 
who’s  the  hottest  Argo  editor 
of  them  all? 

A:  According  to  an  impromptu 
survey  of  editors  taken  at  7:49 
p.m..  Final  Friday  night,  there 
is  a  15-way  tie. 

^  What  is  the  most  romantic 
song  of  all  time? 

A:  According  to  Google,  the 
"most  romantic  song  of  all 
time"  is  Peter  Gabriel's  "In  Your 
Eyes." 

^  What  compares  2  U? 

A:  Nooothing  compaaares  2  U. 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  II 
&  Katie  Harrison,  II 

Staff  Writers 


All  Boston  Latin  School  students 
are  required  to  take  at  least  four  years 
of  a  modern  language.  Many  opt  to  study 
French  or  Spanish,  with  their  close  ties 
to  English  and  Latin,  but  an  increasing 
number  of  students  are  turning  to  some¬ 
thing  different:  Chinese. 

There  is  a  growing  interest  in 
the  Chinese  program  at  Boston  Latin 
School,  so  much  so  that  Chinese  teachers 
hope  to  develop  an  AP  course  for  next 
year,  says  Dr.  Son-Mey  Chiu.  The  sources 
of  this  interest  are  varied;  when  asked 
what  their  original  reasons  for  studying 
the  language  were,  some  students  stated 
unequivocally  “my  parents  made  me,” 
while  others  said  that  they  hoped  to  bet¬ 
ter  understand  and  preserve  the  Chinese 
culture.  Of  the  students  surveyed,  the 
largest  group  consisted  of  students  who 
already  spoke  at  least  some  Chinese, 
but  did  not  know  how  to  read  or  write 
it.  Many  also  sought  a  greater  fluency. 
Some  who  speak  Cantonese  at  home 
were  interested  in  learning  Mandarin. 

For  the  majority  of  students,  Chi¬ 
nese  I  at  Boston  Latin  was  not  their  first 


By  Theresa  Cleary,  H 
&  Barry  Tomasini,  II 

Contributing  Writer  &  Staff  Writer 


The  First  Amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  estabhshes  a  clear  separation  of 
“church  and  state.”  This  presents  a  com¬ 
plex  dilemma  on  how  to  teach  the  origin 
of  the  world  in  pubfic  schools,  which  are 
run  by  the  government.  According  to  a 
poll  conducted  by  the  Pew  Forum  on  Re- 
Ugion  and  Public  Life  in  mid-January,  most 
Americans  are  creationists,  postulating 
that  God  is  the  world’s  creator  (as  taught 
in  Christianity,  Islam  and  Judaism).  The 
poll  found  that  42  percent  of  Americans 
hold  this  belief,  thus  rejecting  Charles 
Darwin’s  theory  of  evolution.  Eighteen 
percent  beheve  that  life  evolved  over  time 


—  News  — 

Learn  Chinese 


exposure  to  the  language.  Chi¬ 
nese  as  the  primary  language 
at  home  and  Chinese  classes 
outside  of  school  provided  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  language  to 
most  students.  The  Mandarin 
program  of  the  Josiah  Quincy 
Elementary  School  produced 
a  crop  of  Chinese  enthusiasts. 

Many,  however,  also  mentioned 
another  reason  for  their  choice. 

The  media  has  been  saying  it 
for  years,  and  President  Bush 
recently  pinpointed  it  in  a 
speech:  China’s  economy  has 
grown  exponentially  over  the 
past  two  decades,  and  shows 
few  signs  of  stopping. 

International  businesses  are  in¬ 
creasingly  concerned  with  making  in¬ 
vestments  in  China,  but  Americans  have 
historically  lacked  the  language  skills 
to  deal  easily  with  Chinese  business- 
people.  More  than  10  percent  of  Latin 
School  students  surveyed  mentioned 
China’s  growing  economic  power  as  a 
reason  for  their  study.  “The  two  emerg¬ 
ing  economic  and  political  powers  in 
the  world  are  China  and  Europe,  which 
has  a  million  different  languages,”  says 
Michael  Baskin  (II).  “China  has  one 


language,  so  if  you  learn  Mandarin  you 
can’t  go  wrong.”  Louis  Gao  (II)  says  that 
“Chinese  is  still  just  another  language  to 
study,  but  I  do  foresee  heavy  usage  of  my 
knowledge  in  the  language  in  the  future, 
especially  as  China  picks  up  steam  on  the 
world  stage.” 

Currently,  only  24,000  students 
in  the  United  States  study  Chinese,  but 
that  is  changing  as  the  government  begins 
to  respond  to  China’s  vast  potential  for 
economic  growth.  An  elementary  school 
in  Oregon  is  developing  an  intensive 


language  program  for  children 
as  young  as  five.  Students  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  program  will  study 
Chinese  all  through  elementary 
and  high  school,  entering  the 
job  market  as  fluent  speakers. 
Britain’s  Brighton  College  has 
recently  made  Mandarin  Chi¬ 
nese  a  requirement  for  all  stu¬ 
dents.  The  head  teacher  there 
has  also  enrolled  in  the  course 
to  demonstrate  the  importance 
of  developing  a  versatile  group 
of  international  businessmen. 

Some  students  did  not 
see  their  studies  as  ultimately 
useful.  A  few  criticized  the 
choice  to  teach  simpfified  Chinese 
characters,  rather  than  traditional.  These 
two  systems  arose  in  the  1950s  when 
China’s  government  simplified  some 
characters  in  an  effort  to  battle  iUiteracy. 
Only  mainland  China,  however,  adopted 
this  system.  Milhons  of  Chinese  speakr 
ers  in  Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong  use  the 
traditional  characters,  and  the  diflerent 
systems  naturally  cause  confusion.  Still, 
of  75  Chinese  language  students  surveyed 
at  Boston  Latin,  a  strong  majority  fore¬ 
see  future  use  of  the  language,  and  are 
pleased  with  their  decision  to  study  it. 


Intelligent(?)  Design 


guided  by  some  higher  being,  26  pei- 
cent  say  fife  evolved  through  natural 
selection  and  14  percent  are  unsure. 
Based  on  these  figures,  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  a  majority  befieves  in  some 
degree  of  divine  involvement  in  the 
creation  of  the  world,  so  creationism 
seems  like  what  would  be  the  most 
fitting  to  teach.  The  “separation  of 
church  and  state”  clause,  however, 
would  block  creationist  teachings  in 
the  American  public  school  system. 

Why  is  this  debate  taking 
center  stage  147  years  after  Darwin 
published  The  Origin  of  Species}  Lately, 
creationist  influences  have  seeped 
back  into  popular  opinion,  as  teach¬ 
ing  the  concept  of  intelligent  design 
(ID)  is  becoming  more  prominent  as 


a  possible  alternative  to  teaching  purely 
evolution  in  pubfic  schools.  ID  is  defined 
on  the  Intelligent  Design  Network  web¬ 
page  as  a  doctrine  that  “holds  that  certain 
features  of  the  universe  and  of  living 
things  are  best  explained  by  an  intelligent 
cause  rather  than  an  undirected  process 
such  as  natural  selection.  ID  is  thus  a  sci¬ 
entific  disagreement  with  the  core  claim 
of  evolutionary  theory  that  the  apparent 
design  of  living  systems  is  an  illusion.”  Ba¬ 
sically,  ID  claims  that  it  would  have  been 
implausible,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  everything  in  the  universe  (from 
rocks  to  organisms)  to  have  occurred  as  a 
result  of  the  “Big  Bang” 

Intelligent  Design 
Continued  on  page  4 


In-State 

By  Monica  Mleczko,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Millions  of  people  throughout  the 
country  evade  the  government’s  radar. 
An  estimated  eight  to  ii  million  illegal 
immigrants  are  in  the  United  States. 
Many  bring  young  children  who  enter 
the  nation’s  pubfic  school  system.  These 
students,  however,  are  barred  from  not 
only  receiving  government-backed  loans 
and  grants  when  applying  to  college,  but 
also  from  paying  the  in-state  tuition 
rate  as  they  apply  to  pubfic  colleges  and 
universities. 

In  Massachusetts,  all  children  (il¬ 
legal  immigrants  included),  are  required 
to  receive  education  until  grade  12. 
The  guidance  department  of  Boston 
Latin  School,  according  to  its  head 
Mr.  Jim  Montague,  tries  to  monitor  il¬ 
legal  students  by  “gently  asking”  them 
about  their  situation.  Students  are  not 
required  to  disclose  their  status  to  the 
school.  Many  illegal  students,  however, 
find  their  families  unable  to  pay  the  price 
of  college  tuition  and  unable  to  apply 
for  any  financial  aid.  “It’s  a  shame,”  Mr. 
Montague  said.  “It  severely  limits  their 
choices.” 

Those  who  do  disclose  their  ille¬ 


Tuition  and  Illegal  Immigrants 
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gal  status  are  not  reported  to  author! 
ties — the  school  only  tries  to  uncover 
such  situations  in  order  to  help  students 
figure  out  their  options.  A  student  may 
apply  for  a  green  card,  but  getting  one 
can  take  years,  and  approval  usually 
comes  too  late  for  the  college  admis¬ 
sions  process.  Mr.  Montague  spoke  of 
encountering  cases  when  students  did 
not  even  know  that  they  were  illegal  im¬ 
migrants  imtil  they  were  ready  to  apply 
for  federal  aid. 

Governor  Mitt  Romney  recently 
vetoed  a  bill  that  would  have  extended 
the  in-state  tuition  bill  to  illegal  im¬ 
migrants.  Tom  Reilly  and  Marie  St. 
Fleur,  adamant  supporters  of  the  bill, 
argued  that  all  Massachusetts  pubfic 
high  school  students  should  receive 
the  same  opportunities  as  their  peers. 
The  opposition  asserted  that  such  a  bill 
would  have  rewarded  those  who  break 
the  law.  Some  also  advocated  the  veto  of 
the  bill  because  they  felt  it  would  have 
created  both  a  burden  on  taxpayers  and 
another  way  for  terrorists  to  seamlessly 
integrate  themselves  into  society. 

“Parents  shouldn’t  bring  their  kids 


Tu  (I),  addressing  the  dilemma  that  often 
the  illegal  immigrant  children  had  no  say 
in  their  families’s  decisions  to  migrate. 
Those  opposed  to  the  bill  do  not  neglect 
the  plight  of  immigrant  families.  Annie 
Wong  (I)  explains,  “While  I  sympathize 
with  illegal  immigrants,  in  essence  they 
cut  people  that  were  waiting  to  get 
into  the  country  legally  and  reap  the 
benefits.”  These  Boston  Latin  School 
students  draw  the  fine  at  breaking  the 
law.  But  Faustino  Mora  (I)  offers  an¬ 
other  point  of  view:  “If  undocumented 
students  work  hard  throughout  their 
entire  academic  career  here  in  the  US. 
and  they’ve  fulfilled  the  requirements 
for  in-state  tuition,  they  should  be  able 
to  have  the  same  rights  as  those  who  are 
here  legally.  It’s  not  their  fault  that  they 
came  here  illegally;  it  was  their  parents’ 
decision.” 

An  estimated  4,500  illegal  im¬ 
migrants  cross  the  Southwest  Sonoran 
Desert  into  the  United  States  daily  from 
Mexico.  In  response  to  the  high  death 
toll — approximately  500  in  total  this 
past  yeai^the  National  Human  Rights 
,_^onj9aission  is  issuing  at  least  70,000 


people  crossing  the  desert  will  be  able  to 
see  them  in  March.  Although  the  maps 
warn,  “Don’t  go.  There  isn’t  enough 
water,”  many  argue  that  they  simply 
make  the  passage  easier  and  encourage 
migration. 

The  influx  of  immigrants  has 
spurred  mixed  legislation  throughout 
the  nation,  ranging  from  pubfic  benefits 
to  identification  and  law  enforcement. 
Le^slation  in  Virginia  prohibiting  illegal 
immigrants  from  at  all  attending  pubfic 
colleges  and  universities  is  currently 
pending.  George  W.  Bush  strongly  advo¬ 
cates  a  guest  worker  permit  that  recog¬ 
nizes  not  only  the  importance  of  cheap 
immigrant  labor,  but  is  also  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  crackdown  on  the  borders.  A 
700-mile  border  fence  is  to  be  built  to 
prevent  Mexican  migrants  from  cross¬ 
ing,  and  increased  funds  were  recently 
granted  to  the  US.  Border  Patrol. 

As  the  undocumented  flood  the 
porous  borders  in  increasing  numbers, 
the  government’s  fear  for  the  nation’s 
security  is  heightened  at  the  possibility 
of  letting  in  more  potential  terrorists.  As 
the  battle  over  how  to  deal  with  illegal 
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Local  Violence 


By  Richard  Peng,  in 

Layout  Associate 


On  December  23,  2005,  the  city 
of  Boston  published  the  results  of  a 
2004  youth  violence  survey  done  by  the 
city  and  the  Harvard  School  of  Public 
Health.  There  has  been  much  specula¬ 
tion  about  why  the  information  was 
withheld  for  so  long — Mayor  Thomas 


Menino’s  opponent  in  the  mayoral  elec¬ 
tion,  Maura  Hennigan,  has  criticized 
the  mayor  for  the  delay,  stating  that 
it  could  have  affected  the  election. 
Menino  responded  that  the  report 
shocked  him  when  it  was  brought  to 
his  attention  three  days  after  its  release 
and  that  a  youth  advisor  would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  address  the  situation. 

The  114-page  report  includes  the 
results  of  a  survey  taken  by  more  than 


1000  students  in  grades  9  to  12  at  17 
schools  from  across  Boston.  It  covers 
many  issues,  from  violence,  aggression 
and  ethnicity  to  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  grades,  truancy  and  depression. 

The  survey  shows  that  in  the 
past  year,  87  percent  of  students  have 
witnessed  one  or  more  acts  of  violence, 
44  percent  were  victims  of  one  or  more 
types  of  violence,  and  over  80  percent 
have  seen  someone  hit, 
beaten  or  chased  to  the 
extent  that  they  believed 
serious  injuries  could 
have  been  sustained. 
It  also  indicates  that 
41  percent  feel  that  it 
is  easy  to  obtain  a  gun. 
Of  the  18  percent  of 
students  who  answered 
that  they  have  carried 
a  concealed  gun  in  the 
past  year,  83  percent  also 
claim  to  have  been  vic¬ 
tims  of  violence.  This  is 
a  vicious  cycle  in  which 
the  victims  become  the 
perpetrators.  At  Boston 
Latin  School,  there  is  a 
small  group  of  students 
who  carry  weapons,  usu¬ 
ally  knives.  According  to 
Assistant  Head  Master 
Malcolm  Flynn,  students 
who  are  caught  face  “ex¬ 
pulsion.  Presumably  that 
person  does  not  want  to 
be  expelled  and  wants  to 
continue  at  our  school.” 

Have  nine  out  of  10  students  at 
Latin  School  witnessed  acts  of  violence, 
and  have  a  little  under  half  of  them  been 
victims?  Most  likely  not.  The  report  re¬ 
veals  that  the  majority  of  students  who 
answered  these  questions  affirmatively 
are  from  Mattapan,  Dorchester  and 
Roxbury.  Towns  with  more  significant 
numbers  of  Boston  Latin  students,  such 


Intelugent  Design 
Continued  firm  paf^  3 

theory.  Rather,  ID  “scientists”  believe 
that  in  order  for  Earth’s  delicate  balance 
to  be  upheld  (or  even  set  into  balance  to 
begin  with),  there  must  have  been  some 
sort  of  divine  intervention. 

The  laws  of  this  land  have  swung 
back  and  forth  over  the  years.  Most 
Boston  Latin  School  students  have  some 
knowledge  of  this,  as  the  play  Inherit  the 
Wind  is  required  by  some  teachers  as 
eighth  grade  reading.  Inherit  the  Wind,  by 
Jerome  Lawrence  and  Robert  E.  Lee,  is 
a  drama  about  a  teacher  who  is  arrested 
after  violating  a  state  law  and  teaching 
“evilution,”  as  it  is  called  in  the  book. 
The  play  is  a  fictionalized  account  of  a 
real  case  that  took  place  in  Tennessee  in 
1925 — the  Scopes  Trial,  which  questioned 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Butler  Act. 
The  Butler  Act,  which  was  passed  by  the 
Teimessee  Gieneral  Assembly,  stated  that 
“it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  teacher  in 
any  of  the  Universities,  Normals  and  all 
other  public  schools  of  the  State  which 
are  supported  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
public  school  funds  of  the  State,  to  teach 
any  theory  that  denies  the  story  of  the 
Divine  Creation  of  man  as  taught  in  the 
Bible,  and  to  teach  instead  that  man  has 
descended  from  a  lower  order  of  animals.” 
In  1967,  Tennessee  legislature  repealed 
the  law,  fearing  another  major  court 
case  when  a  dismissed  teacher  claimed 


his  First  Amendment  rights  had  been 
violated.  The  courts  have  not  been  silent 
on  the  topic  of  intelligent  design,  either. 
In  Kitzmiller  v.  Dover  Area  School  District 
(2005),  United  States  federal  court  judge 
John  E.  Jones  III  ruled  that  intelligent 
design  is  not  science  and  is  essentially 
religious  in  nature. 

Intelligent  design  rose  to  the  na¬ 
tional  stage  when  President  Bush  said,  “I 
think  that  part  of  education  is  to  expose 
people  to  different  schools  of  thought. 
You’re  asking  me  whether  or  not  people 
ought  to  be  exposed  to  different  ideas; 
the  answer  is  yes.”  Ms.  Kathleen  Bate¬ 
man  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  science 
department  welcomes  the  debate,  but 
does  not  believe  that  ID  has  a  place  in 
the  field  of  biology.  When  asked  if  he 
considered  ID  a  science,  Eli  Donis  (I)  as¬ 
serted  his  opinion:  “Well,  a  science,  I’m 
not  so  sure  about,  because  what  would 
you  study  exactly?  If  there  were  materi¬ 
als  that  one  could  really  gather,  then  ab¬ 
solutely.  Technically,  everything  around 
us  could  be  evidence,  but  it’s  the  same 
evidence  for  evolution,  or  creationism. 
So  if  those  can  be  taught  as  a  science, 
then  absolutely,  intelligent  design  can 
be.”  The  controversy  continues,  but  in 
the  end  it  wiU  be  up  to  the  government 
to  decide  what  is  taught  about  human 
origins  in  its  schools.  As  Ms.  Bateman 
so  clearly  puts  it,  “Whatever  the  govern¬ 
ment  tells  us  is  appropriate  to  teach, 
we’ll  teach.” 


as  Chinatown  and  West  Roxbury,  were 
underrepresented. 

As  an  exam  school,  Boston  Latin 
is  something  of  a  special  case  since  its 
student  body  has  been  selected  from 
some  of  the  brightest  of  the  city,  and 
the  report  reveals  a  link  between  higher 
grades  and  less  aggressiveness.  Do  this 
report  and  the  violence  rates  at  other 
public  schools  in  the  city  affect  stu¬ 
dents  at  Latin  School?  It  may  not  seem 
so.  Last  year,  as  with  most  years,  there 
was  little  student  conflict.  Confron¬ 
tations  mostly  took  place  off  school 


grounds  and,  according  to  Mr.  Jim 
Montague,  were  usually  “between  two 
students.  In  such  cases  we  help  work 
out  the  problems  and  that’s  it.”  Around 
half  of  the  surveyed  students,  however, 
“reported  witnessing  or  experiencing  at 
least  one  type  of  violence:  on  the  way  to 
and  from  school  (49  percent)  and/or  on 
the  MBTA  (47  percent),”  where  Boston 
Latin  students  may  also  be  present.  In¬ 
deed,  the  relative  safety  of  Latin  School 
has  little  bearing  on  the  events  that 
transpire  in  the  outside  world. 


Drugs  &  Drinking 

Continued  from  page  i _ 

In  his  interview,  John  went  on  to  say: 
“Kids  can  get  drugs  from  other  kids, 
but  it’s  not  too  hard  to  get  [them  by 
yourself).  Just  take  a  walk  down  Mat¬ 
tapan.  Someone’s  bound  to  say,  T  got 
that  fire.’” 

In  contrast  with  the  high  rates  of 
intake  of  illegal  substances,  parental  con¬ 
cern  seems  to  be  on  the  decline.  Results 
recently  released  by  the  Partnership  for 
a  Drug-Free  America  revealed  that  less 
than  half  of  the  parents  surveyed  would 
be  alarmed  if  their  children  had  ex¬ 
perimented  with  marijuana.  One  Boston 
Latin  School  student  who  would  like  to 
remain  anonymous  explained  that  while 
her  parents  are  aware  of  her  drinking, 
they  do  not  object  “as  long  as  it’s  not 
[done!  in  the  house.” 

In  all  cases,  students  who  are  cur¬ 
rently  either  regularly  doing  drugs  or 
consuming  alcohol  interviewed  that  they 
are  aware  of  the  damages  these  activities 
can  inflict  on  their  health.  “Well,  yeah, 
it’s  definitely  dangerous,”  John  conceded. 
“But  I’m  going  to  stop  one  day.” 

One  would  certainly  hope  that 
most  students  who  do  use  alcohol  or 
drugs  will  stop,  but  this  view  seems  fairly 
optimistic.  Surveys  taken  in  randomly 
selected  homerooms  here  at  Latin  School 
show  no  significant  decrease  in  the  use 
of  these  substances  from  eighth  grade 
to  senior  year;  if  anything,  the  number 
of  students  regularly  using  drugs  and 
drinking  increases  as  their  years  at- high 
school  progress. 

IfFhis  slightly  Tipward  tf end  sug¬ 


gested  in  the  surveys  is  accurate,  it 
paints  a  worrisome  picture  for  future 
years  based  on  the  behavior  of  this  year’s 
underclassmen.  There  “appears  to  be  an 
increase  in  drugs  and  drinking  in  the 
younger  students,”  which  suggests  that 
there  may  be  even  more  in  later  years, 
said  Mr.  Jim  Montague.  This  nervous¬ 
ness  comes  from  the  rising  number  of 
stories  about  the  current  eighth-grade 
students,  many  of  whom  have  been 
drinking  outside  school;  according  to 
Mr.  Malcolm  Flynn,  it  is  “something  the 
students  appear  to  be  doing  regularly.” 
The  students  themselves,  however,  tell  a 
very  different  story;  only  seven  percent 
of  Class  V  claims  to  use  drugs  or  alco¬ 
hol  “regularly,”  defined  as  two  to  three 
times  a  month  (as  opposed  to  29  percent 
of  Class  II  and  13  percent  of  Class  I). 
Meanwhile,  the  representative  Class  VI 
homeroom  was  impressively  clean:  not  a 
single  student  reported  ever  having  used 
drugs  or  alcohol. 

While  the  prospect  of  rising  drug 
and  alcohol  use  in  the  school  is  distress¬ 
ing,  there  seems  to  be  no  widespread 
problem  concerning  their  use.  The 
school  itself  helps  prevent  an  enormous 
problem.  The  activities  (including  the 
wide  variety  of  sports,  clubs  and  musical, 
theatric  and  artistic  programs)  as  well  as 
the  academic  intensity  of  the  school  keep 
students  busy,  becoming  forms  of  pre¬ 
vention  in  themselves.  While  the  school 
is  “not  trying  to  fill  up  every  moment” 
of  the  students’  lives,  said  Montague,  its 
cpnimitments  keep  students  occupied 
enpugfi  tiiat  they  are  less  likel;^^ 
drugs  or  alcohol  out  of  pure  boredom’. 


For  the  problems  that  do  exist, 
students  have  many  options  to  seek  help. 
Both  the  guidance  counselors  and  nurses 
hold  a  student’s  safety  as  their  topmost 
concern.  In  the  nurses’  office,  any  drug  or 
alcohol  problem  is  dealt  with  as  a  medical 
problem,  and,  unless  an  administrator  is 
involved,  it’s  confidential.  The  guidance 
ofiice  also  aids  with  these  issues.  Its  main 
goal  is  support:  guidance  does  not  “focus 
on  catching  students,”  said  Montague, 
but  on  offering  them  resources  and  al¬ 
ternatives. 

Through  a  full  schedule  and  the 
support  of  the  nurses  and  guidance,  the 
school  does  offer  forms  of  prevention 
and  aid  for  alcohol  and  drug  problems. 
There  are  obvious  gaps,  however,  in 
the  extent  of  the  school’s  effort  in  this 
prevention.  The  health  curriculum,  for 
instance,  is  supposed  to  provide  ample 
education  about  drugs,  alcohol  and  to¬ 
bacco,  but  it  is  possible  that  its  “success 
is  relatively  spotty,”  said  Mr.  Flynn.  Since 
health  is  merely  a  piece  of  the  physical 
education  class,  not  a  separate  course 
as  it  is  in  certain  schools,  there  is  much 
less  time  devoted  to  health  than  there 
might  be  in  a  school  with  a  designated 
health  class.  The  time  limit  causes  edu¬ 
cation  problems,  since  in  a  year  of  180 
days,  the  program  might  last  60.  With 
the  Umits  of  the  six-day  schedule,  there 
might  be  24  health  classes  per  year  for 
a  student.  If  the  teacher  or  student  is 
absent,  the  amount  of  material  covered 
decreases  dramatically,  causing  one  aim 
of  the  L^tin  School  health  pro^ram-^to 
educate,  kiidents  about  the  dangers  of 
dfiigs'-ah’d  alcohol — to  be  one  seldom 


reached. 

Boston  Latin  School  also  lacks 
certain  methods  of  drug  and  alcohol 
prevention,  aid  and  investigation  em¬ 
ployed  by  others.  For  instance,  in  some 
suburban  schools,  Mr.  Montague  said, 
specialists  for  drug  abuse  are  available 
to  the  students.  Boston  Latin  does  not 
have  such  counselors  because  we  “do  not 
have  that  luxury,  and  we  do  not  perceive 
the  need.” 

While  school  poficy  is  very  strict 
concerning  possession  or  use  of  drugs 
and  alcohol,  there  is  no  great  focus  on 
reducing  such  use.  The  system  forbids  it, 
but  cannot  completely  prevent  it.  As  long 
as  aid  is  provided  and  rules  are  enforced 
as  well  as  possible,  a  certain  balance  is 
allowed.  Students  seem  to  share  this 
settled  attitude  with  the  administration. 
One  Boston  Latin  student  admits  that 
drinking,  at  least,  is  a  problem  in  our 
school,  but  “many  people  overlook  it, 
because  they  don’t  make  it  a  big  deal.”  He 
himself  does  not  drink — he  has  never  felt 
pressured  or  incfined  to  do  so — but  he 
does  not  consider  it  a  “big  deal.”  While 
he  estimates  that  about  75  percent  of  the 
people  he  knows  drink,  he’s  “just  there 
to  help  out”  when  he  can. 

Help,  at  least,  can  easily  be 
found.  To  the  nurses  and  guidance  coun¬ 
selors,  student  welfare  is  a  top  priority, 
and  whether  the  problem  is  that  of  a 
student,  of  friends  or  even  of  family, 
the  school’s  student  services  are  always 
there  for  aid  and  support.  When  their 
resources  we  not  enough,  referrals  for 
programs  and  counselors  are  readily 
availafele.  '  '  ’  ■  ■  •  . , 


Boston' Latin  School  Ar^o 


Forum 


F 

0 


By  Benjamin  Park,  I 

Staff  Writer 


By  Thu  Hien  Nguyen,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Being  a  B-sie  is  not  always  easy  The  first  class  I  ever  had  at 
Latin  School  was  Latin  with  Mr.  Peter  Sullivan  in  room  103.  In  all 
the  excitement  of  having  the  opporronity  to  study  the  language 
of  the  Romans,  I  only  went  down  one  flight  of  stairs  from  the 
third  floor,  ending  up  in  room  203  instead.  At  first  I  did  not  realize 
anything  was  wrong,  since  by  chance,  I  had  landed  in  some  other 
ninth  grade  class.  Ten  minutes  later,  however,  when  the  teacher 
finally  had  finished  assigning  everyone  seats,  I  was  left  standing  at 
the  front  of  the  class. 

My  first  few  visits  to  the  cai&rDiningHallvfCK  also  challeng¬ 
ing.  Out  of  the  approximately  2,400  people  at  Boston  Latin,  I  could 
count  the  number  I  knew  on  my  first  day  on  one  hand.  So  when 
the  beU  rang  for  lunch,  not  only  was  I  overwhelmed  by  the  size  of 
the  crowd  (which  was  at  least  six  times  as  large  as  the  crowd  with 
which  I  had  eaten  lunch  at  my  previous  school),  but  I  also  vras  in 
the  awkward  position  of  not  knowing  where  to  sit. 

Clearly,  the  symptoms  of  the  “B-sie  Syndrome”  (fn^schoolius 
awkwardius,  type  B)  are  typically  strongest  and  most  painful  in  the 
early  stages  of  development.  In  other  words,  life  may  initially  be 
hard  for  B-sies,  but  there  is  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel.  Despite 
the  initial  awkwardness  and  embarrassment,  studying  at  Boston 
Latin  on  the  “B  track”  is  not  the  end  of  the  world.  lit  fact,  there  ate 
many  advantages  that  arise  out  of  the  situation.  And  by  the  time 
senior  year  begins,  the  whole  B-sie  issue  becomes  a  disjant,  fleeting 
memory  (and  in  some  rarer  cases,  a  newspaper  artfcle). 

First  of  all,  being  a  B-sie  means  being  at  Latin  School  for  only 
four  years  (maybe  five).  Let’s  face  itr-^oston  Latin  is  a  very  demand¬ 
ing  school.  It’s  pretty  safe  to  say  that  any  one  of  us  could  do  with  a 
couple  extra  years  of  sleep  .  The  truth  is  that  when  seniors  cross  the 
stage  at  graduation,  the  only  difference  between  one  diploma  and 
the  next  is  the  inscribed  name.  There  is  no  separate  pile  of  B-sie 
diplomas  and  no  separate  shade  of  purple  that  the  B-sies  are  required 
to  wear  at  graduation.  The  finish  line  is  the  same  for  everyone. 

Being  a  B-sie  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  you  are  at  a 
disadvantage  academically  'fhs,  GPAis  calculated  beginning  in  the 
ninth  grade,  and  yes,  B-sies  do  not  have  the  two  years  beforehand 
to  adjust  to  the  school  before  grades  start  counting  for  college.  In 
some  cases  B-sies  get  to  have  the  easier  classes  Count.  For  example, 
a  member  of  Class  FVA  takes  Latin  III,  while  a  member  of  Class 
rVB  tackles  a  year’s  worth  of  Latin  1.  If  you  are  a  GPA-conscious 
student  (either  secretly  or  openly),  take  note  that  the  same  grade 
in  both  classes  will  result  in  the  same  GPA  value.  Furthermore,  in 
math  and  modem  foreign  language  classes,  B-sies  can  start  their 
Boston  Latin  School  careers  all  caught  up  with  the  FVA  kids  if  they 
have  already  taken  classes  at  their  previous  schools. 

Socially,  B-sies  are  not  at  a  huge  disadvantage  either.  Don’t 
forget  that  in  Class  VI  everyone  is  split  up  into  clusters,  and  those 
students  of  Class  V  involved  in  the  Connections  program  are  also  in 
a  type  of  cluster.  Ninth  grade  is  the  year  when  students  completely 
mingle  among  classmates  for  the  first  time.  B-sie  or  not,  one  can 
always  find  new  people  to  meet  in  ninth  grade.  What’s  more,  there 
are  no  restrictions  on  extracurricular  activities  at  Latin  School 
that  prevent  B-sies  from  taking  risks  and  exploring  new  fields  of 
interest.  Many  kids  (myself  included)  find  and  mal«  new  friends 
through  clubs  and  organizations  rather  than  through  regular  classes 
anyway 

Being  a  B-sie  can  be  difficult  at  first,  but  the  satisfaction  of 
success  (provided  it  comes  eventually)  is  all  the  more  gratifying  after 
a  more  trying  bcgmmng.  And  who  can  aigue  against  the  possibility  of 
being  awarded  the  “Class  of  1885  Prize”.?  After  all,  B-sies  essentially 
take  the  standard  “shcyear  plan”  and  manage  to  pull  the  whole  thing 
off  in  only  four  years.  Not  just  anybody  can  do  that.  If  you  are  reading 
this  article  as  a  student  of  Class  IVB,  trust  me  that  there  is  hope. 
There  are  obstacles  to  overcome,  but  just  like  everyone’s  frvorite 
characters  in  th'e’ novels Vf  the  ninA  ^a^  En^sh  cuiTitulum,'^e  . 
heroes  surpass  the  difficulties  to  acfy^e  ^eatnesf.,  '  '  '  ' ' 


Tfansitions  are  hard.  Transition  into  the  strenuous  academic 
atmosphere  at  Latin  is  even  harder.  Whether  you  endured  six 
years  of  a  “contemporary  classical  education”  or  four  years  of  the 
B-sie  track,  all  students  at  some  point  faced  the  daunting  task  of 
adjusting  to  the  school. 

Undoubtedly,  however,  B-sies  have  the  more  difficult  task: 
not  only  do  they  need  to  adjust  academically,  but  socially  as  well, 
arriving  in  an  environment  where  groups  of  friends  have  already 
formed.  Moreover,  they  are  faced  with  the  added  pressure  of  doing 
well  the  moment  they  arrive,  as  grades  begin  counting  towards 
their  high  school  GPAs  in  ninth  grade. 

I  came  to  Latin  School  from  the  John  W.  McCormack 
Middle  School  in  Dorchester,  where  I  was  a  strong  student 
confident  of  my  skills.  After  enrolling  ar  Latin  School,  however, 
I  fell  into  an  abyss  of  academic  stress  and  confusion,  finding  it 
increasingly  difiicult  to  ke^  Up  with  my  classmates.  I  stiU  re¬ 
member  ninth  grade  English  class  with  Ms.  Fulwider.  My  peers 
had  mastered  skills  of  critical  analysis  and  close  reading,  while  I 
was  still  stniggling  to  keep  up  with  the  reading.  It  felt  as  if  I  was 
trying,to  merge  into  bu^  traffic,  but  couldn’t  get  into  the  right 
lane.  I  couldn’t  find  my  rhythm.  I  couldn’t  “go  with  the  flow”  I 
felt  intimidated  by  my  classmates’  intelligence  and  the  ease  with 
which  they  articulated  their  thoughts.  Never  before  had  I  been 
in  a  classroom  where  students  actually  did  their  work  and  talked 
thoughtfully  about  Shakespeare. 

As  I  struggled  to  breathe  under  my  mountain-load  of  stress, 

I  came  to  a  startling  revelation:  the  skills  I  had  acquired  in  junior 
high  were  useless  now.  As  was  my  status  of  “good  student.”  My 
math  and  writing  skills  were  hardly  up  to  the  Latin  School  stan¬ 
dard;  my  knowledge  of  hterature  and  history  had  fittle  breadth. 

My  situation  frustrated  me  because  not  only  did  I  feel  left 
behind,  I  felt  overlooked,  and  the  school  did  very  little  to  help 
me  or  other  B-sies  adjust.  It  was  very  much  a  “sink  or  swim”  en¬ 
vironment,  without  seventh  or  eighth  grade  to  ease  us  into  the 
experience.  Moreover,  I  observed  that  how  well  a  B-sie  adjusted 
depended  largely  upon  how  “privileged”  he  had  been  before  com¬ 
ing  to  the  school  If  he  had  received  solid  schooling  at  a  private  or 
parochial  school,  he  was  generally  able  to  run  more  confidently 
in  or  even  lead  the  academic  rat  race.  For  the  rest  of  us,  who 
attended  “normal”  Boston  Public  middle  schools,  we  were  hope¬ 
lessly  behind. 

I  started  ninth  grade  with  Algebra  I,  Latin  I  and  Spanish  I 
on  my  schedule.  That  little  number  “I”  separated  me  forever  from 
my  fellow  students.  My  ‘A-sie”  friends  were  already  enrolled  in 
Algebra  II  and  other  advanced  classes.  In  junior  and  senior  year, 
while  they  selected  interesting  electives  such  as  Facing  History,  I 
was  still  struggling  to  complete  basic  graduation  requirements. 

Boston  Latin  is  no  doubt  a  school  of  opportunity,  but  not 
necessarily  of  equal  opportunity  ‘A-sies”  or  “B-sies  with  benefits” 
are  the  students  who  benefit  most  from  the  experience.  Unlike 
my  classmates,  I  had  never  traveled  out  of  the  country  before, 
taken  a  foreign  language,  played  a  musical  instrument,  attended 
Harvard  Extension  School  or  spent  my  summers  at  the  Harvard 
Summer  School.  I  had  never  heard  of  declensions  or  performed 
a  declamation. 

While  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  my  own  fault  for  not  enroll¬ 
ing  in  Latin  School  while  in  seventh  grade  (I  had  no  idea  what  the 
ISEE  was  then),  I  feel  quite  strongly  that  B-sies  are  a  neglected 
pool  of  students.  As  a  B-sie,  you  are  not  grouped  with  the  rest  of 
your  classmates  in  ninth  grade,  inhibiting  social  assimilation;  you 
often  have  classes  with  students  in  lower  grades,  making  you  feel 
uncomfortable  and  out-ofplace.  People  stare  at  you  as  if  you  are 
a  zoo  animal,  often  assuming  that  you  must  have  failed  the  class 
the  year  before  or  are  an  incurable  slacker. 

In  the  end,  Latin  School  no 'doubt  provides  its  students 
WTth'am'azihg  opportunities;  you  just  have  to  be  ihe  aW  ’4YDe" 
of  student;''  •'-■■'-■A-'.  '.U-.- 
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Question 

"Who  had  the  better  Latin  School 
experience:  students  who  entered  as 
sixies  or  as  B-sies?" 


"It's  better  to  have  been  a  sixie 
because  you  develop  deeper  friendships. 
The  sooner  you  know  someone,  the 
closer  you'll  be." 

-Fatima  Latim,  I  ("Sixie") 


"From  what  I  hear,  I  think  B-sies 
harfthe  better  experience,  because  sixies 
say  they  go  crazy  after  six  years  here.” 

-  Tyler  Drinkwater,  I  (“B-sie”) 


“Sixies,  because  th^  had  more  time 
to  adjust  to  the  schooj  without  it  affectr 
mg  their  GPA.” 

-  Nathan  Waldron,  I  (“Sixie”) 


“I  think  that  it  depends  on  your 
middle  school  experience.  I’ve  had  a  good 
experience  as  a  B-sie  though.” 

-Jessica  Qu,  I  (“B-sie”) 


“Coming  into  BLS  as  a  sfade  is  much 
,  better.  We  had  the  Annex!  Plus,  by  the 
time  ninth  grade  came  around,  we  already 
had  two  years  of  experience  at  BLS.” 

,  -  Kitelyn  Cusack,  I  (“Sfade”) 


“B-sies,  because  otherwise  I  would 
have  had  to  suffer  through  this  school 
for  six  years  instead  of  four.  It  was  hard 
■  m^ing  friends,  but  I  am  glad.I  was.a 
B-sie."  ,  .  .  .  , 

.  , .  ,  -  Reginald  Bailey,  l.  (“B-^ie”) 
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How  Stereotypical  Are  We? 
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Everyone  knows  what  cliques  are; 
the  jocks,  the  cheerleaders,  the  nerds 
and  bullies,  the  rockers  who  cluster  at 
the  farend  of  the  “dining 
hall.”  Even  if  we  can’t  find 
them  at  our  own  school, 
subconsciously  we  search 
for  them  and  believe  in 
them — thanks  to  the  so¬ 
cial  truths  Nickelodeon 
has  instilled  in  us  since 
childhood. 

Boston  Latin,  as  al¬ 
ways,  is  somewhat  of  an 
anomaly  in  this  depart¬ 
ment.  Although  our  school 
has  its  numerous  sports 
teams,  cheerleaders  and 
crowds  of  intelligent  stu¬ 
dents,  a  stereotypical  social 
hierarchy  never  seemed  to 
have  existed  here — at  least 
not  in  the  form  you  see  at 
your  typical  high  school 
(think  Mean  Girls).  Of 
course,  this  hardly  means 
that  Boston  Latin  boasts 
a  picture-perfect  society. 

You  certainly  don’t  see  the 
entire  student  body  hold¬ 
ing  hands  and  rejoicing  to 
the  words  of  “We  Are  the 
World”  on  a  regular  basis.  But  it  seems, 
nevertheless,  that  students  peacefully  and 
harmoniously  exist  amongst  one  another. 
When  walking  down  the  hallway,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  chess  club  certainly  does  not 
have  to  worry  about  being  shoved  into 
his  locker  by  the  captain  of  the  basket¬ 
ball  team.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
personal  grudges  and  short-term  fights, 
most  students  refrain  from  the  “social 
discrimination”  typical  to  many  secondary 
schools.  As  “Latin  School  scholars,”  we  all 
seem  capable  of  carrying  on  (relatively) 
civil  conversations  with  one  another. 

Greg  Nakashian  (II),  in  fact,  says  he 
hangs  out  with  everyone.  “There  aren’t 
many  problems  between  students,”  he  ex¬ 
plains.  “I  mean  everyone  has  their  group 


of  friends,  but  we  all  get  along.” 

Others  seem  to  agree  with  Nakashi¬ 
an,  but  to  a  different  degree.  “There  are 
definitely  cliques  at  BLS,”  claims  Rebecca 
Goldklang  (II).  “The  cliques  just  aren’t 
as  stereotypical  as  portrayed  in  films  and 
on  TV.” 


Easily,  the  most  stereotypical  clique 
at  BLS — and  some  would  claim  the  most 
“influential” — would  have  to  be  the 
“Asian  Crowd.”  When  asked  what  term 
they  would  use  to  describe  their  group  of 
friends,  Alan  Mui  (II)  and  Samson  Luu  (II) 
reply:  “A.!:  Asian  Intelligence.”  The  two 
also  believe  that  Latin  is  like  any  other 
high  school  socially,  but  features  a  much 
more  diverse  population  even  when  stu¬ 
dents  segregate  into  their  own  cliques. 

The  observation  that  Mui  and  Luu 
make  is  a  significant  one,  and  highlights 
one  of  the  basic  truths  about  Latin’s  so¬ 
cial  landscape:  race,  more  often  than  not, 
becomes  a  primary  factor  in  determining 
social  groups.  It  seems  that  given  Latin’s 
diverse  population,  a  trend  opposite  to 


mingling  or  the  “melting  pot”  effect  oc¬ 
curs;  students  tend  to  separate  instead. 
When  asked  whether  it  is  too  realistic  to 
hope  for  all  students,  regardless  of  their 
social  group,  to  hang  out  together  one 
day,  Mui  responded:  “There’s  nothing  you 
can  do.  There’s  a  reason  forced  marriage 
doesn’t  work.” 

Another 
interesting 
trend  at  Latin 
is  the  social  hi¬ 
erarchy  of  the 
“smart  kids.” 
After  all,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  is  in¬ 
famous  for  its 
sports  teams 
so  the  next 
best  quality  we 
have  to  rank 
is,  well,  intelli¬ 
gence.  The  ste¬ 
reotypical  poi- 
trait  we  tend 
to  impose  on 
this  group  (and 
don’t  lie,  you’ve 
all  done  it  be¬ 
fore,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  fleet- 
ingly)  appears 
something 
like  this:  so, 
first  you  have 
your  “desperately 
smart  kids.”  If  your  eyes  are  fast  enough, 
you  can  catch  these  students  racing  to 
their  classes  at  top-notch  speeds.  They 
barrel  down  the  hallway,  “roUie  bag”  not 
too  far  behind  them,  in  fear  of  being  late 
to  their  next  class  and  possibly  missing 
a  second  of  learning.  If  you  stick  around 
long  enough  after  school,  this  crowd  actu¬ 
ally  has  “roUie  bag  drag  races” — probably 
the  reason  for  their  remarkable  steering 
skills.  Then,  we  have  the  modestly  smart 
kids.  They  usually  seem  very  laid  back 
and  humble,  and  you  can  always  rely  on 
them  to  help  you  understand  your  math 
homework.  And  then  come  the  viciously 
smart  kids.  This  is  the  crowd  of  geniuses 
who  feels  its  intelligence  is  unmatched. 
Ybu  can  barely  start  a  conversation  with 


a  member  of  this  group  because  these 
students  fear  wasting  one  iota  of  effort  on 
mingling  with  imworthy  underachievers. 
As  an  afterthought,  you  still  have  your 
troublemakers,  loners,  and  the  group  that 
“does  their  own  thing.” 

Don’t  he.  We’ve  all  made  observa¬ 
tions  like  these  before,  but  to  what  extent 
are  they  actually  true?  Has  the  impulse  to 
stereotype  reached  paramount  levels  at 
Latin?  Or  are  cliques  hardly  apparent  at 
all,  depending  on  which  student  you  ask? 
Why  is  there  such  variation  and  difficulty 
at  all  in  classifying  Latin  socially? 

Perhaps  the  answer  lies  in  our 
school’s  environment  itself  Boston  Latin 
is  an  exam  school.  Other  schools  such  as 
Catholic  Memorial  accept  students  based 
on  more  aspects  than  the  quality  of  their 
academics.  Therefore,  many  of  their  stu¬ 
dents  are  in  a  different  mind  frame  and  of 
different  backgrounds.  At  Boston  Latin, 
all  the  students  seem  to  be  on  the  same 
page  in  terms  of  academic  ability  and  stu¬ 
dious  temperament.  Also,  many  suburban 
schools  have  students  only  enrolled  from 
that  town.  Towns  like  Acton-Boxboro 
seem  to  breed  cliques  because  the  stu¬ 
dents  have  been  around  one  another  their 
entire  lives.  After  14  years,  kids  are  obvi¬ 
ously  going  to  choose  their  set  group  of 
friends  and  stick  together.  Boston  Latin, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  a  random  group 
of  kids  introduced  to  each  other  as  what 
we  know  as  “sudes”  or  “B-sies.”  It  is  not 
until  then  that  students  from  all  over  the 
city  have  the  opportunity  to  form  new 
groups  of  friends. 

Despite  all  these  examples  of  the 
images  of  mainstream  cliques  being  rec¬ 
ognized  here,  the  Latin  School  definitely 
stands  out  from  other  schools.  Although 
everyone  feels  more  comfortable  with 
people  they  can  relate  to,  these  same 
people  also  have  no  problem  reaching  out 
to  others  who  are  perhaps  not  as  relatable 
at  first  glance.  What  should  we  do  about 
cliques?  Nothing.  The  general  comfort 
that  students  feel  with  each  other  in 
our  school  overshadows  the  tension  that 
could  be  created  in  another  high  school 
experience.  So,  we  can  sit  back,  relax,  and 
who  knows,  maybe  singing  “We  Are  the 
World”  isn’t  such  a  bad  idea  after  all! 


Hug  A  Tree! 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  HI 
&  Pauline  Chong,  HI 

Staff  Writers 


You  may  have  noticed  that  after 
school  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  some 
of  our  fellow  classmates  are  going  aroimd 
taking  white  boxes  from  classrooms  and 
dumping  their  contents  into  trash  bai- 
rels. 

If  you  haven’t  noticed  them,  we  hope 
that  you,  the  reader,  have  at  least  noticed 
the  blue  barrels  in  the  dining  haU.  These 
barrels,  receptacles  for  the  styrofoam  trays 
from  school  lunches,  are  another  idea  that 
has  been  implemented  by  the  Recycling 
Committee  in  order  to  make  Boston  Latin 
School  a  cleaner  and  more  environmentally 
friendly  place. 

Why  are  the  members  of  this  club 
undertaking  this  seemingly  not-so-respect- 
able  task?  While  most  of  us  have  heard 
again  and  again  just  how  beneficial  recy¬ 
cling  is,  few  people  actually  know  anything 
about  it.  Those  that  are  knowledgeable 
generally  a)  don’t  recycle  anyway,  b)  think 
that  the  world  is  rushing  towards  its  im¬ 
minent  demise,  thanks  to  the-greenhouse 
effect,  oc  c)  cbuldn’tcare  less.aboutwhat 
hajipens'  to  the  world  because  they  know 
they  are  probably  going  to  be  in  their  grave 


by  the  time  Earth  is  wiped  clean  of  life  by 
some  catastrophic  environmental  disaster. 
In  other  words,  most  people  don’t  know 
how  important  recycling  really  is  despite 
hearing  about  it  all  the  time. 

This  is  the  hard  truth;  recycling  is 
necessary  to  maintain  the  environmental 
health  of  our  planet,  which  is  directly 
linked  to  our  own  species’  survival.  Every 
piece  of  trash  that  is  thrown  into  an  ordi¬ 
nary  garbage  bin  ends  up  in  some  landfill 
far,  far  away  Since  most  of  the  junk  that 
ends  up  in  a  landfill  is  not  biodegradable, 
it  is  just  buried  there  for  eternity.  This 
can  have  serious  implications  for  the  en¬ 
vironment.  Thus,  recycling  is  a  far  better 
alternative. 

First  of  all,  improperly  excavated 
landfills  can  cause  much  pollution.  Nowa¬ 
days,  we  throw  almost  anything  into  the 
same  garbage  bin,  be  it  unfinished  cereal, 
batteries,  beer  bottles,  rotten  eggs,  etc., 
which  is  absorbed  into  underground 
aquifers,  severely  damaging  the  overall 
ecological  structure. 

There  is  also  the  issue  of  greenhouse 
gas  emissions,  consisting  mainly  of  car¬ 
bon  dioxide.  Greenhouse  gas  is  actually 
needed  in  our  atmosphere,’'as'this  is  what 
...keeps-pur.pl^p^watrth  T?qti>pch,t;5rhpn 
,  dioxide, ThoTAteiift^,,  wpjald^re^ult.'ini  too 


much  infrared  radiation  being  absorbed, 
causing  abnormally  high  temperatures. 
Carbon  dioxide  is  a  byproduct  of  plants 
that  use  fossil  fuels  to  generate  electricity 
or  manufacture  glass,  aluminum  and  paper. 
Recycling  takes  less  energy  and  would  thus 
result  in  a  reduction  of  the  combustion  of 
fossil  fuels.  This  means  that  less  carbon 
dioxide  would  be  released. 

Also,  society  is  remarkably  reluctant 
to  use  a  method  such  as  recycling  that 
would  make  goods  both  cheaper  and  easier 
to  produce.  Many  of  the  items  in  landfills 
can  be  remade  into  new  ones.  In  fact,  re¬ 
cycling  these  items  is  cheaper  than  making 
new  ones.  Paper  is  a  good  example:  to  make 
paper,  trees  are  cut  down  and  their  trunks 
are  separated  into  fibers  either  mechanical¬ 
ly  or  chemically  The  former  method  takes 
a  lot  of  energy  and  the  latter  involves  the 
usage  of  hazardous  chemicals.  The  pulp  is 
then  further  processed  with  chemicals  and 
is  poured  onto  a  mesh  screen  to  dry  into  a 
sheet  of  paper.  When  paper  is  recycled,  it 
is  meshed  into  pulp  and  bleached.  Except 
for  some  differences  in  texture,  the  result 
is  just  as  good  as  new  paper.  Other  items, 
such  as  aluminum  cans  and,  gla^  bottles, . 
are  evjen  meneepsLeffiecjiye  whep,tpGypled. 
This  jsespeci^Uy  trpp^Cojr  aJjJhuBHfiSi.cgps, , 
/sipce  extracting  al\irqintiipjfr;iW,>it^,Qre 


requires  a  lot  of  electricity. 

Most  importantly,  recycling  con¬ 
serves  natural  resources.  Making  paper 
involves  cutting  down  trees.  It  takes  a  tree 
manyyears  to  grow  to  the  adequate  size.  It 
takes  half  an  hour  to  cut  one  down.  As  the 
world  population  booms,  so  does  demand 
for  paper.  T  he  rate  at  which  we  are  cutting 
down  trees  does  not  allow  them  enough 
time  to  grow  back.  This  results  in  mas¬ 
sive  deforestation.  There  are  plantations 
devoted  only  to  growing  trees  for  paper 
making,  but  these  are  not  enough  and 
merely  take  up  land  needed  for  a  booming 
population.  Recycling  is  the  most  efficient 
way  to  solve  this  problem.  Then,  there  is 
a  limit  to  the  amoimt  of  aluminum  ore 
available  on  Earth.  Extracting  aU  of  it  and 
reusing  none  will  result  in  no  aluminum  for 
future  generations. 

So  the  next  time  that  you  go  to  your 
local  supermarket,  check  to  see  if  there  are 
machines  for  recycling  cans  and  bottles.  If 
there  are,  start  saving  them.  Not  only  will 
you  be  doing  something  good,  you  will  also 
get  your  five-cent  deposit  back  when  you 
throw  it  in  one  of  those  machines.  If  you 
,  ;^e  throwing,®  pipqq  pfyi^per  4way,  dmi’t 
,  1  just  aa);ci  the  garbage:  Ippk  for,  the 

,1  white,carflbc(ar/i!fi<?x  apdthtpw  jt  ii)  there 
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By  Shawna  Sinnott,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Mr.  Schwartz,  thank  you  for  finally 
revealing  your  rationale  for  opposing 
military  recruiters  in  high  schools.  I’ll 
admit,  when  I  first  read  your  article, 
I  mistakenly  thought  that  you  were 
indeed  one  of  those  patriotic,  loyal, 
earnest  Americans  who  oppose  the  war 
simply  on  principle  and  out  of  love  for 
their  country,  or  out  of  a  deep  concern 
for  the  soldiers  who  are  in  harm’s  way, 
however  misdirected  I  believed  your 
reasons  to  be. 

After  reading  your  last  exercise  in 
hysteria,  however,  I  can  now  understand 
what  is  behind  your  objection  to  the 
military.  The  incidents  you  reference 


would  be  controversial 
from  any  perspective: 

“Ethnic  cleansing’’  in 
Louisiana?  Bringing 
home  the  National 
Guard  from  Iraq  “to 
shoot  starving  people 
at  home”?  Recruit¬ 
ing  contracts  “based 
on  exaggeration,  de¬ 
ception,  and  flat-out 
lies”?  The  war  being 
all  about  the  profits 
of  “Bechtel,  Hallibun 
ton,  and  Exxon-Mobil 
to  control  Iraq’s  oil 
wealth”? 

Pretty  soon  you’re  going  to  be  tell¬ 
ing  me  that  the  Israelis  were  behind  the 


By  Mikz  Scwartz,  m 


The  £rsi  claim  that  Shawna  Sm- 
itt  make*  m  hex  atttcle  it  paartalh'  true 
*i«  miiitaiy  it  imperative  to  taten'  The 
(*cv  of  the  rich,  that  u  The  fttiktarr 
a  beacon  of  saiett’  and  treedom — the 
eedoin  ot  Bechtel,  Halliburton,  and 
aoo'Mobii  to  controi  Iraq's  oil  wealth 
s  tor  the  rest  ot  us,  wars  in  the  Middle 
Mt,  ethnic  cleansmj;  m  Louisiana,  end* 
budget  cuts,  a  lot  of  dead  ot  uipired 
Idiets,  and  a  more  dangeious  and  hostile 
arid  to  general  are  w^t  we  get  Natural 
sasrer'  Katruu  blew'  the  lid  olt  of  that 
le,  as  the  Xational  Guard  came  from 
aq  to  sKoot  stami^  people  at  home 
siotirts*  The  US  does  more  to  tuiid 
id  create  them  (think  £ui  Laden'  than 
ever  does  to  stop  rliem 

Xcne;  it  is  obviously  sound  sirateg^v* 
r  the  ffiilrtan-  to  recruit  kids  with  hm- 
■d  options  as-cannon  fodder  for  its  wars 


that  there  is  a  "no  war  "  clause  m  theit 
contract  by  which  they  can  opt  out  of 
combat  This  is  a  blatant  lie 

•  The  military  promises  $70,000 
to  par  for  college  But  this  too  is  s  mvth 
Kecruits  have  to  pay  St  too  to  be  eligible 
for  this  money  So  few  actually  end  up 


elementary  schools,  to  mal 
look  “cool  ■'  Recruiters  are  n 
re^ectfui  "counselors  ‘  Slun 
like  toportrar  then)  as,  they 
school  salesmen,  despeiate : 
using  sociology  to  hire  pro: 

If  that's  not  enough, . 


MIKE  SCHWARTZ’S  ARTICLE  IN  THE  LAST  ISSUE  OF  THE  ARGO. 


September  ii  attacks. 

While  my  first  impression  was  that 


you  were  prone  to  conspiracy  theories, 
your  largely  fictitious,  rambling  rave 
conveys  to  me  the  following  message: 
you  hate  America,  and  you  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  worth  defending. 

But  hey,  this  is  what  our  military 
fights  for:  the  freedom  for  citizens  to 
“express”  themselves  however  they  wish, 
no  matter  how  wacky  and  absurd  their 
arguments  may  be. 

I  am  thankful  that  we  have  young 
men  and  women  who  are  willing  to  put 
their  lives  on  the  line  for  this  country, 
and  thank  goodness  we  have  hardwork¬ 
ing  recruiters  to  encourage  young  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  take  on  this  noble  profession  of 
service. 

Thanks  for  finally  coming  clean. 
Carry  on,  Mr.  Schwartz. 


Big  Brother  Is  Watching 


By  Christy  Li,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


In  the  last  few  months,  there  has 
been  much  debate  over  the  issue  of 
President  George  W.  Bush’s  authorization 
of  the  National  Security  Agency  (NSA) 
to  spy  on  persons  thought  to  be  tied  to 
Al-Qaeda.  According  to  a  New  York  Times 
article  on  December  i6,  2005,  soon  after 
September  ii.  President  Bush  secretly 
signed  an  order  allowing  the  NSA  to 
monitor  the  phone  calls  and  e-mails  of 
hundreds,  and  possibly  even  thousands, 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  issue  begs  the  question:  should 
spying  be  aOowed  at  all?  Some  feel  that  the 
National  Security  Agency  should  not  use 
espionage  because  it  infringes  on  basic 
rights  of  privacy.  There  is  little  doubt, 
however,  that  surveillance  is  necessary 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  American 
people.  We  cannot  be  so  naive  as  to  think 
that  the  terrorists  will  actually  alert  us 
to  their  activities  or  give  us  fair  warning 
before  they  attack  us. 

The  problem  with  the  act  of  spying 
itself  is  that  one  has  no  way  of  telling  if 
it  is  being  used  responsibly  to  actually 
protect  the  people,  or  if  it  is  being  used 
as  a  way  for  the  government  to  keep  tabs 
on  dissenters  or  political  rivals.  Since  the 
NSA  does  not  require  any  warrants  to 
investigate,  it  is  practically  granted  the 


"THIS  IS  BIG  BROTHER  RUN  AMOCK,"  SAYS  KENNEDY. 


right  to  spy  on  anyone  it  chooses,  regard¬ 
less  of  whether  that  person  is  a  terrorist 
or  not.  As  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  puts 
it,  “This  is  Big  Brother  run  amok.” 

Whether  the  NSA’s  activi¬ 
ties  are  in  violation  of  civil  liberties 
is  a  rather  gray  area  that  is  subject 
to  dispute.  This  unrestricted  espio¬ 


nage,  however,  is  in  open  violation  of  the 
1978  Foreign  InteUigence  Surveillance  Act, 
which  states  that  a  president  .may  autho¬ 
rize  electronic  espionage  without  a  wan 
rant  for  up  to  a  year  if  it  is  only  to  monitor 
foreign,  not  domestic,  inteUigence  Bush 
has  been  allowing  the  NSA  to  spy  on 
American  citizens  without  a  warrant  for 


By  James  Fitzpatrick,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Forecasting  Conspiracy 

chairs  like  the  lead  anchors,  or  — — —  — — 

because  the  sports  correspondent 
gets  all  the  ladies,  or  because  they 
get  picked  last  in  the  Annual 
News  Team  Kickball  Game? 

Everyone  can  remember  a 
couple  of  times  this  year  when 
we  have  aU  come  to  school  this 
year  on  days  that  the  snowstorm 
would  “pass  us  by,”  only  to  spend 
hours  in  homeroom  melting  onto 
our  math  notebooks  as  hundreds 
of  cold  latecomers  straggled  into 
class.  I  actually  saw  a  car  make 
a  complete  spin  and  slide  onto 
the  sidewalk  while  turning  onto 
Avenue  Louis  Pasteur.  Despite 
this,  the  weathermen  still  boast 
about  the  leading  technology, 
and  one  station,  which  shall  re¬ 
main  unnamed  (WBZ4),  inces¬ 
santly  brags  about  the  Doppler. 

This  strange  weather-predicting 
machine,  which  bears  an  eerie 
resemblance  to  an  ’80s  East 

German  Beach  Boys  cover  band  dqppler  radar  OR  german  tribute  band? 
(see  LriSef),'  has  nfever  produced ' 


four  years  already — and  in  open  defiance 
of  this  pohcy.  The  fact  is  that  what  the 
government  is  doing  is  illegal. 

Supporters  of  Bush’s  actions  assure 
the  public  that  the  NSA  will  not  look  into 
people’s  private  information.  In  matters 
of  terrorism,  however,  where  should  we 
draw  the  line  when  determining  what  is 
“private”  and  what  isn’t?  Moreover,  it  is 
human  nature  to  abuse  power  when  it  is 
unchecked,  and  conspiracy  theorists  con¬ 
tend  that  the  NSA  will  pry  into  private  af¬ 
fairs  for  personal  or  political  motives.  Foi 
example,  J.  Edgar  Hoover  used  his  powei 
as  director  of  the  FBI  to  spy  on  man) 
important  figures  such  as  the  Reverend 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  and  blackmai 
them.  Indeed,  the  administration  has  the 
abihty  to  eavesdrop  on  politicians  anc 
discover  information  which  could  ther 
be  used  to  control  them. 

Nobody  objects  to  the  use  of  sur 
veiUance  to  try  and  stop  another  terrorisi 
attack  like  September  ii  from  happening 
Nevertheless,  great  danger  Hes  in  the  faci 
that  without  some  form  of  oversight 
the  government  vriU  abuse  its  power  o 
limitless  surveillance.  If  the  government 
is  truly  going  to  be  responsible  with  it; 
spying,  then  it  should  not  have  any  objec 
tions  to  being  open  to  scrutiny  by  requir 
ing  warrants.  We  must  not  allow  histot) 
to  repeat  itself  in  the  form  of  anothet 
Watergate  scandal. 


The  drone  of  the  fake  studio  or¬ 
chestra  crescendos,  the  TV  screen  turns 
blue,  an  obnoxiously  spinning  graphic 
flashes  subliminally  and  then  we  see  that 
haunting,  smug  face  of  one  of  the  most 
simultaneously  worshipped  and  reviled 
figures  on  the  news.  No,  not  Bill  O’Reilly 
The  weatherman. 

I  know  how  you  feel.  Every  night 
we  are  greeted  by  a  smiling  man  with  a 
terrible  comb-over.  But  is  his  sinister 
grin  merely  a  normal  reaction  to  a  poor 
joke  from  one  of  the  news  anchors?  Of 
course  not.  He  is  smiling  because  he 
knows  something  and  he  won’t  tell  us. 

But  what  is  this  hidden  knowledge?  Dirty 
secrets?  Random  factoids?  Or  could  it  be 
the  weather  itself?  Bingo.  Apparently, 
the  weather  forecast  is  highly  classified 
information.  After  meticulously  studying 
monotonous,  unending  clips  of  weather 
segments  for  almost  two  minutes,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  weathermen 
ddtild  only  be  sri'absokitdy'w^fhng  etWry 

titn^  on  pntpoSi.  Why'^Wdiild-th^  -do  'anyfhihg  btit  a  fluorescent  green 
this?  Is  it  because  they  don’t  get  tVhUfehe  '  dnd  pink'kalii  On  my  TV,  which  suppbs- 


nel  scene  in  Willy  Wonka  and  the  Chocolat 
Factory  (1965). 

So  what  we  can  do  about  this  prob 
lem  isn’t  the  issue.  (Weather  Tip  #34 
Do  the  opposite  of  what  the  forecas 
deems  necessary.)  It’s  what  the  weather 
men  (I  honestly  don’t  beheve  there  an 
such  things  as  weatherwomen)  can  do 
I’ll  provide  a  few  examples  for  thesi 
weather  “experts”  that  I  have  taken  fron 
the  recently  shut  down  WWPAO  (Work 
Weathermen  Pride  and  Advice  Organiza 
tion)  website,  www.takeusforecastersseri 
ously/pokemonfanclub.com.  First,  ever 
night  you  should  start  with  an  apolog 
for  the  previous  night’s  mistake  insteai 
of  with  a  joke.  Second,  stop  standin, 
in  front  of  the  green  screen;  I’d  muc 
rather  see  the  silly  graphics  and  incorrec 
forecast  than  you.  And  third,  look  ou 
the  window,  because  I  can  easily  see  tha 
when  you  say  we  got  an  inch  of  snow,  an 
yet  an  Eskimo  community  is  settling  i 
my  yard,  you  must  be  kidding. 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I  thin 
I’ll  invest  in  a  Farmer’s  Almanac  unt 


,  ■  ,  .  i.VVHO. CAN  TELL? 

’  /  ’’  , '  ■  '  ■  . ■ ' - '-'  things  change:  (Hopefully,  this  time  T 

•edlyteptfesente  the  world  outside,  or  just  -  have  more  effect. than  I'did  with  ch 
'  sbinething similar tothepsydhedelk:- ton-  •fires.)  ''  '  ci 


Page  8 


Forum 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


BLS  Grading  Policy 


By  Samantha  Kaufman,  III 

Stait  Writer 


In  a  school  as  large  as  Boston 
Latin,  there  is  bound  to  be  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  problems.  With  such  a  large 
teaching  staff  and  so  many  different 
departments,  there  are  naturally  going 
to  be  discrepancies  between  teaching 
methods,  grading  and  class  quality. 

Recently,  a  debate  about  grading 
policy  emerged  on  the  parents’  listserv. 
Concerned  parents  noted  how  while 
some  teachers  seem  to  give  As  without 
a  second  thought,  others  are  so  severe 
in  their  grading  that  they  actually  enjoy 
giving  Cs.  These  teachers,  the  parents 
allege,  feel  that  their  courses  demand  so 
much  that  only  the  very  best  students 
deserve  a  B.  Academic  rigor  is  not  in 
and  of  itself  a  bad  thing.  Inconsistency 
in  grading,  however,  is.  If  you  are  lucky, 
you  might  scrape  by  with  an  exceptional 
schedule.  In  response  to  this  iniquity, 
parents  are  asking  for  more  standard¬ 
ization  in  grading  and  teaching  within 
departments  and  within  the  school,  so 
that  their  kids  are  not  penalized  for 
differences  in  teaching  style. 

The  real  question  here,  however, 
is  whether  or  not  some  teachers  in  this 
school  are  truly  unfair.  I  would  argue 
that,  teachers  aside,  Boston  Latin  is  a 
hard  school.  When  students  decide  to 
attend  Latin  School,  they  know  what 
kind  of  work  is  expected  of  them.  If 
they  are  not  willing  to  do  the  work,  they 
should  leave.  Too  often,  a  “hard”  grader 
is  used  as  an  excuse  when  a  student  does 
not  perform  up  to  par. 

Moreover,  why  should  a  “hard” 
grader  be  the  exception,  the  anomaly, 
at  Latin  School?  Should  we  not  strive 
for  the  very  best  standards,  even  if 
they  mean  more  stress  and  hard  work? 
Parents  contend  that  a  weak  second¬ 
ary  school  transcript  will  hurt  their 
children’s  chances  in  the  college  rat 
race.  They  have  a  point.  No  admissions 
office  will  be  impressed  by  a  “C,”  even 


in  an  AP  course.  We  need  to  remem 
ber,  however,  that  Boston  Latin  is  still 
regarded  impressively  at  the  national 
level.  While  the  majority  of  graduates 
remain  in-state  for  college,  this  does 
not  mean  Latin  School  is  not  recognized 
by  universities  all  over  the  country.  In 
fact,  prestigious  schools  such  as  the 
University  of  Chicago  admit  a  large 
number  of  Latin  School  students  each 
year.  Moreover,  parents  need  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  many  of  the  best  colleges  and 
universities  in  America  happen  to  be 
located  in  Massachusetts. 

Granted,  there  are  some  truly 
“insane”  teachers  at  Latin  who  grade 
and  conduct  their  classes  withou: 
rhyme  or  reason,  but  they  are  part  of  a 
minority.  In  general,  most  teachers  here 
have  a  modus  operandi,  however  unfair. 
If  you  are  a  smart  worker  (though  not 
necessarily  a  smart  person),  you  will  be 
able  to  figure  out  how  to  work  under  a 
certain  teacher  by  the  first  month.  The 
key  to  succeeding  in  some  classes  is  not 
necessarily  working  the  hardest,  but 
working  the  most  efficiently  the  way 
the  teacher  prefers. 

In  addition,  these  parents  need  to 
realize,  however  difficult  it  may  be,  that 
they  might  be  hoodwinked.  In  most 
cases,  the  only  knowledge  parents  have 
of  a  teacher’s  performance  is  through 
the  students  themselves.  Blaming 
poor  performance  on  educators  is  the 
easiest  way  for  a  student  to  justify  bad 
grades,  rather  than  admit  to  not  be¬ 
ing  prepared.  Saying  “That  teacher  is 
ridiculous”  or  “She  or  he  never  taught 
us  that”  is  much  easier  than  telling  your 
parents,  “I  just  felt  like  talking  to  my 
friends  online  rather  than  studying” 
when  report  cards  come. 

Ultimately,  the  lesson  in  this  con¬ 
troversy  is  to  work  hard.  Bad  teachers 
come  and  go,  but  the  quality  of  your 
grades  is  completely  in  your  own  con¬ 
trol.  Study  hard,  and  there  won’t  be  any 
need  to  blame  poor  performance  on 
substandard  teachers. 


Education  Reform 


By  James  Barned-Smith,  I 

Staff  WRm:R 


When  I  was  in  seventh  grade, 
here  at  Boston  Latin  School,  students 
were  required  to  read  a  book  entitled 
The  Bible  as/in  Literature .  This  book, 
if  I  remember  correctly,  tells  various 
biblical  stories  from  modern  literary 
perspectives.  It  seemed  to  me,  howev¬ 
er,  to  have  been  a  woefully  inadequate 
attempt  to  acquaint  students  with  a 
text  that  has  had  more  influence  on 
Western  thought  and  society  than 
any  other.  Regardless  of  one’s  po¬ 
litical  views,  a  survey  of  European  and 
American  history  is  enough  to  prove 
this  statement.  The  more  I  thought 
about  this  fact,  the  more  I  realized 
that  two  disciplines  not  taught  in 
schools — except  in  a  limited  capacity 
in  English  and  history  classes — and 
which  should  be  given  equal  attention 
in  American  education  are  religion  and 
philosophy. 

Before  I  go  any  farther,  I  should 
make  one  thing  clear:  though  I  have 
here  used  the  Bible  as  my  example, 
when  I  say  “religion,”  I  am  speak¬ 
ing  of  religion  in  general,  not  just  of 
Christianity.  I  am  not  interested  in 
politically  correct  arguments  over  the 
separation  of  church  and  state.  I  am 
interested  in  education.  Part  of  being 
an  educated  person  involves  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  forces  that  have  shaped 
the  way  peoples  act  and  view  the  world 
around  them. 

The  question  “why?”  is  a  valid 
one  here.  If  the  intent  of  the  American 
school  system  is  indeed  to  educate  stu¬ 
dents,  it  is  as  important  to  teach  them 
how  to  think  as  it  is  to  teach  them 
what  to  think.  What  to  think  is  what 
curricula  generally  focus  on:  science, 
mathematics  and  history  all  deal  with 
facts,  teaching  how  the  world  around 
us  works.  Though  English  classes  focus 
somewhat  more  on  looking  at  how  oth¬ 
ers  think  about  the  world,  a  great  deal 


of  it  is  still  skill-oriented:  learning  the 
skill  of  writing  a  research  paper,  or  the 
skill  of  reading  analytically. 

All  of  these  are  important  facets 
of  education,  but  knowing  how  the 
world  works  is  not  very  useful  with¬ 
out  knowing  how  to  think  about  that 
world.  To  this  end,  I  propose  that 
classes  in  religion  and  philosophy  be 
required  of  all  students  in  the  first 
through  1 2th  grades.  By  learning  about 
these  subjects,  students  would  gain 
insight  on  how  to  think  and  learn  a 
great  deal  that  would  help  them  un¬ 
derstand  both  the  past  and  the  world 
around  them. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  current 
situation  in  the  Middle  East,  a  conflict 
rooted  as  much  in  religion  and  way  of 
life  as  in  history.  If  asked,  I  could  prob¬ 
ably  tell  you  something  about  the  two 
religions,  give  you  a  very  shaky  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  idea  of  jihad  and  possibly 
tell  you  about  the  two  groups’  claims 
to  the  area.  If  I  knew  more  about 
Islam  and  Judaism,  however,  I  would 
have  a  much  better  understanding  of 
the  conflict.  Similarly,  knowing  more 
about  Christian  and  Muslim  doctrine 
and  dogma  would  give  me  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  frame  of  reference  through  which 
to  look  at  the  history  of  the  Western 
world,  from  the  Crusades  to  the  fall 
of  Constantinople.  And  learning  the 
philosophy  that  has  shaped  the  way 
people  think  about  the  world  would 
help  me  learn  how  to  think  about  and 
analyze  all  these  events. 

Unfortunately,  such  an  educa¬ 
tional  system  could  only  be  adopted 
in  an  ideal  world — a  world  where  the 
battles  fought  daily  over  political  cor¬ 
rectness  and  religion  are  no  longer  an 
issue.  After  all,  only  when  people  re¬ 
frain  from  studying  the  world  through 
the  lens  of  political  correctness,  will 
open  discussion  and  the  teaching  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  philosophy  be  possible.  Un¬ 
til  they  are  possible,  however,  people 
will  continue  to  live  in  ignorance. 


Payzant  Steps  Down, Who  Will  Step  Up? 


By  Aptorew  Klein,  III 

Editorial  Board  Assooate 


Thomas  Payzant  has  had  a  con¬ 
troversial  tenure  as  superintendent.  His 
decisions  have  both  provoked  criticism 
and  inspired  praise.  As  a  student,  I  myself 
have  had  many  conversations  bashing  Mr. 
Payzant  for  his  poor  judgment  on  snow 
days.  Aside  from  this  policy,  many  have 
also  criticized  the  superintendent  for  his 
proposal  that  half  of  the  seats  in  neigh¬ 
borhood  schools  be  reserved  for  children 
living  in  their  respective  neighborhoods. 
Furthermore,  he  has  taken  heat  for  the 
elimination  of  racial  quotas  in  exam 
schools,  including  Boston  Latin  School, 
which  took  place  under  his  watch.  On  a 
more  positive  note,  Payzant  has  success¬ 
fully  managed  to  divide  troubled  Boston 
public  high  schools,  including  South 
Boston  High  School  and  West  Roxbury 
High  School,  into  smaller,  more  nurtur¬ 
ing  environments  offering  specialized 
education.  Additionally,  he  has  helped 
the  progress  of  pilot  schools,  which  have 
received  wide  public  support. 

Just  like  Payzant’s  career  as  our  su¬ 
perintendent,  however,  all  of  these  actions 
and  decisions  are  in  the  past.  On  June  30, 
2006,  Payzant  will  walk  away  from  the 
position  he  has  held  for  over  10  years.  His 
career  in  Boston  has  nearly  spanned  the 
entire  duration  of  my  and  maiiy  other  stu¬ 
dents’  public  school  education.  Whether 
you  love  him  or  loathe  him,  it  is  difficult  to 


ignore  his  presence  in  our  education.  Over 
the  course  of  his  career,  the  racial  make-up 
of  our  school  has  dramatically  changed. 
Aside  from  this,  students  certainly  will 
recall  the  disgust  they  felt  after  trudging 
to  school  on  numerous  days  when  the 
snow  was  coming  down  so  fast  it  seemed 
almost  like  a  harbinger  of  the  apocalypse. 
Students  of  the  recently  divided  South 
Boston  High  School  certainly  know  of 
Payzant’s  efforts,  and  I  myself,  being  the 
product  of  a  pilot  school,  have  had  the 
privilege  of  receiving  an  education  in  the 
small  classes  with  dedicated  teachers  that 
he  was  instrumental  in  implementing. 

The  soon-to-retire  superintendent 
will  depart  at  the  end  of  this  school  year, 
giving  way  to  a  new  superintendent, 
who  will  bring  new  ideas  to  and  propose 
changes  for  the  Boston  Public  Schools. 
The  question  looms:  what  should  we 
look  for  in  our  new  superintendent?  To 
answer  this,  I  will  turn  to  Payzant’s  past 
decisions  to  help  determine  what  we  need 
in  the  future. 

First,  I  believe  that  it  is  extremely 
important  to  abolish  all  systems  that 
would  lead  to  any  form  of  racial  segrega¬ 
tion.  This  means  eliminating  any  plan  of 
reserving  school  seats  for  students  living 
in  the  school’s  neighborhood.  Because 
many  of  Boston’s  neighborhoods  are  di¬ 
vided  along  racial  lines,  it  is  important  not 
to  enroll  students  this  way  in  our  school, 
.syst^.  This  also  calls  for,  the  jeinstitu- 
tiori  of  affirmative, action  e,r  tacial  quotas  ; 


to  diversify  our  exam 
schools. 

Second,  I  believe 
it  is  important  that  the 
next  superintendent 
continue  to  strive  for  the 
advancement  and  estab¬ 
lishment  of  more  pilot 
schools.  These  schools 
provide  an  optimal 
learning  experience  for 
their  students.  Because 
pilot  schools  are  allotted 
budget  autonomy,  they 
can  develop  their  own 
curriculum,  determine 
their  own  hours  and, 
traditionally,  have  lower 
pupil-to-teacher  ratios. 

Lastly,  I  believe 
that  the  succeeding 
superintendent  must 
put  effort  into  finding 
an  alternative  means 
of  assessing  students. 

Currently,  standardized 
tests  are  predominant  in  our  schools,  un¬ 
challenged  by  any  other  form  of  student 
evaluation.  Too  much  emphasis  is  put  on 
these  ridiculous  multiple-choice  exams 
that  sum  up  a  student’s  entire  academic 
merit  on  a  half-page  score  sheet.  Many 
believe  that  these  exams  have  contributed 
to  a  rising  droprout  rate.  Projects,  writing 
assignments  and  teacher,  evaluations  .of 
students  are  all  examp(es.'of  more  personal  , 


YOUNG  CHARGES 

and  less  terse  ways  ot  analyzing  a  pupil 

academically. 

These  are  all  pressing  issues  that 
the  next  superintendent  will  have  to  face. 
I  believe  that  these  matters  must  be  ap¬ 
proached  with  the  utmost  consideration 
and  assiduousness,  for  these  decisions  will 
affect  an  entire  geneyatipn  of  students. 
Clearly,  there  are  some  problems  that  are 
■  more,  iinportant  than  having  to,  attend 
.  school  in  the  middle,  of  a  blizzard,- 
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By  Queen  Arsem-O'Malley,  IV 

Staff  Wiuter 


Any  good  Bostonian  knows  that 
Johnny  Damon,  #i8,  leadofF hitter,  cen¬ 
ter  fielder,  caveman  and  former  “idiot” 
is  now  a  pinstriped  enemy.  The  first 
Yankee-Red  Sox  meeting  on  May  i  this 
spring  should  be  an  interesting  one,  to 
say  the  least:  Damon  in  front  of 
Varitek,  and  Bellhorn  fielding  (just 
kidding,  trying  to  field)  Big  Papi’s 
hits.  After  all  Damon  has  done  for 
the  Red  Sox  and  vice  versa  (let’s 
not  forget  that  i8-karat  white 
gold  ring),  after  the  tears,  cheers, 
hoping  and  yelling  on  his  behalf  (I 
distinctly  remember  chanting  his 
name  while  he  batted  in  the  2004 
ALCS),  he  is  now  one  of  the  few 
whose  name  alone  makes  Red  Sox 
fans  shiver  with  disgust.  Think 
Derek  Jeter.  Ouch. 

Damon’s  turn  to  the  Dark 
Side  is  another  harsh  reminder  to 
fans  and  players  alike  that  baseball 
has  become  a  game  of  few  loyal¬ 
ties,  a  sport  where  players  are  ea¬ 
ger  to  better  their  pay  no  matter 
what  the  cost  (bad  pun  intended). 

After  all,  Damon  knew  that  he 
would  be  breaking  the  hearts  of 
“some  of  the  greatest  fans  in  the 
world”  (oh  yeah,  those  people, 
the  ones  who  loved  him  through 
slumps  and  successes)  when  he  signed 
on  with  the  Yankees.  At  least  Nomar  had 
enough  sense  not  to  go  to  them.  Sadly, 
and  rather  grotesquely,  Damon’s  deci¬ 
sion  felt  like  someone  had  reached  down 
our  throats  and  torn  them  right  out.  On 
the  other  hand,  perhaps  we  shouldn’t 
be  so  hard  on  an  old  soul  just  trying  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world... 

I’m  the  first  to  admit  that  the  Red 
Sox’s  front  ofiice  is  in  complete  disarray. 


(So,  Theo’s  left.  No,  he  hasn’t?  Oh,  he 
did,  but  he  came  back?  Wait  ...  what?) 
Damon  knew  this.  He  had  witnessed 
the  tension  and  he  understood  that 
this  off-season  would  be  tough  for  the 
organization.  Yet,  when  they  “didn’t  try 
hard  enough”  to  get  him  a  new,  better 
and  gleaming  contract,  Damon  just 
skipped  out  on  them  and  into  Georgie’s 


JOHNNY  DEMON 


Moneyland.  He  shed  the  rebel,  rockrstar 
profile  he  had  achieved  in  Boston  and 
cut  his  hair.  He  shed  his  superstar,  heroic 
profile  to  don  the  pinstripes. 

“It’s  time  for  me  to  move  forward,” 
he  told  reporters.  Oh,  terribly  sorry  we 
weren’t  good  enough.  Just  play  for  us,  be¬ 
come  a  star,  win  a  championship  and  run 
off.  Have  fun  moving  forward,  Johnny, 
from  being  an  amazing,  beloved,  success¬ 
ful  and  highly-paid  player  to  being  just 
strict,  serious  and  another  banana  in  the 


bunch.  And  slightly  more  highly-paid.  I 
am  sure  you  will  love  New  York,  and  be 
sure  to  give  my  regards  to  Broadway. 

The  Red  Sox  are  now  trying  to 
counter  this  switch,  however.  A  deal  has 
been  reached  to  regain  a  leadoff  hitter 
and  center  fielder  in  a  certain  Coco 
Crisp.  His  batting  average  and  stats 
for  the  2005  season  were  better  than 
Johnny’s,  so  in  a  technical  sense  the 
Red  Sox  will  be  all  right;  but  Coco 
won’t  ever  have  Johnny’s  now-empty 
place  in  our  hearts.  Or  at  least  not 
yet.  And  while  he  looks  good,  we 
can’t  so  quickly  forget  the  tale  of 
Edgar  “Wrent-a-wreck”  Renteria, 
whose  2004  season  with  the  St. 
Louis  Cardinals  was  delicious,  and 
whose  2005  season  with  us  was, 
well,  awful. 

I  have  always  been  told  that 
baseball  is  a  trading  game.  Now 
we  know,  anything  goes.  A  deal  is  a 
deal,  after  all,  — and  I  suppose  we 
have  to  accept  that  Damon  is  gone 
for  good.  Perhaps  we  should  forgive 
him  for  his  sins?  Should  we  pity  him 
or  resent  him?  Worst  of  all,  is  our  re¬ 
sentment  just  an  outgrowth  of  how 
much  we  miss  him?  With  Johnny’s 
^  move,  we  realized  how  fragile  the 
8  dream  of  Red  Sox  Nation  is  and 
<  were  confronted  with  the  sneaking 
—  suspicion  that  perhaps  fans  care 
more  about  team  loyalty  than  the 
players  do.  After  all,  it’s  their  job  to  play. 
It’s  our  hobby,  our  passion  to  watch.  So, 
if  Johnny  is  moving  on,  then  we’re  mov¬ 
ing  on.  I  suppose  we’U  get  over  him  (we 
have  to):  sorry,  babe,  but  you’re  no  Babe, 
and  we’U  vaguely  remember  you  in  three 
years  and  forget  you  in  five. 

And  in  the  meantime,  we  can 
always  comfort  ourselves  with  the 
fact  that  pinstripes  look  bad  on  him 
anyway. 


Fair  Trial  for  Sadiiam  Hussein? 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  III 

STAFF  Writer 


Ever  since  the  United  States  in¬ 
vaded  Iraq  in  2003,  we  have  had  our  eye 
on  capturing,  or  somehow  containing, 
former  Iraqi  dictator  Saddam  Hussein. 
As  dictator,  he  brutally  oppressed  his  own 
people  and  murdered  many.  The  savage 
and  unprovoked  attack  on  the  Kurdish 
town  of  Halabja  in  1988  resulted  in  the 
deaths  of  thousands  of  Kurdish  civihans. 
Now,  he  must  face  the  consequences  of 
his  actions,  which  he  so  deserves. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  United  States 
cannot  punish  him  without  due  process. 
So,  in  2004,  the  US.  military  handed  Sad¬ 
dam  over  to  the  interim  Iraqi  government 
for  trial.  Finally,  after  more  than  a  year, 
Saddam  and  seven  other  co-defendants 
were  charged  with  the  killing  of  over 
140  Shi’ites  in  the  town  of  Dujail,  north 
of  Baghdad.  Trials  began  on  October  19 
with  a  special  tribunal  with  five  judges 
presiding.  The  prosecution  was  organized 
and  lawyers  were  appointed  for  the  de¬ 
fendants.  While,  in  theory,  this  process 
sounds  fair,  it  is  seriously  flawed.  In  real¬ 
ity,  a  fair  trial  will  never  be  able  to  take 
place  in  Iraq;  the  trial  should  be  moved 
elsewhere. 

The  reality  is  that  Iraq  is  a  war  zone. 
For  two  years  now,  insurgents  from  many 
different  factions — the  most  prominent 
being  Al-Qaida,  led  by  Abu  Musab  al- 
Zarqawi — have  battled  the  US.  coalition 
troops'and  their  Iraqi  allies- in  shootou'ts. 
In  addition,  they  haVe  kidriapped  high-lev¬ 
el  Iraqi  officials  and  foreigners.  Even  nOW; 


attacks  are  happening  every  day  Recently, 
security  forces  have  foiled  an  attempt  by 
Sunni  insurgents  to  launch  rockets  at  the 
building  where  the  trial  is  taking  place. 
Although  it  is  hard  to  directly  attack  the 
building  because  of  its  location  in  the  for 
tified  Green  Zone,  the  people  constituting 
the  tribunal  are  also  targets  for  the  insur 
gents.  An  attempt  by  a  suicide  bomber  to 
ram  a  car  packed  with  explosives  into  a 
judge’s  home  was  recently  thwarted.  The 
witnesses  testifying  are  also  easy  targets. 
Then,  there  are  the  Shi’ite  militia  groups 
who  hate  Saddam.  They  would  want  to 
kill  the  lawyers  on  the  defense  team  for 
their  “collaboration.”  In  fact,  two  lawyers 
have  already  been  killed  and  another  fled 
the  country  after  being  wounded.  In  an 
environment  where  people  constantly  fear 
for  their  lives  and  are  worried,  how  can  an 
efficient  trial  take  place? 

There  is  also  the  bias  of  the  Iraqi 
people.  This  is  a  trial  akin  to  those  of 
Rwanda  and  the  former  Yugoslavia.  Sad¬ 
dam  Hussein  has  committed  countless 
crimes  against  humanity.  Usually,  this 
kind  of  trial  is  incredibly  complex.  For 
this  trial,  volumes  of  documents  need  to 
be  amassed,  forensic  evidence  needs  to 
be  collected,  hundreds  of  vfitnesses  and 
accomplices  need  to  be  found  and  the 
requirements  of  due  process  need  to  be 
followed.  The  jurists  involved  in  this  trial 
must  have  the  ability  to  skillfully  examine 
all  of  the  evidence,  and  in  the  end,  make 
a  reasonable  verdict  that  is  based  on  this 
information;  The  Iraqi  jOristS,  although 
trained  iftthe  United  Arab  Emirates,  may  ' 
•be  naturally  biased' (Rizgar  Mohaihmed 


Amin,  chief  judge,  is  a  Kurd).  The  defense 
will  be  impeded  every  step  of  the  way,  as 
shown  by  the  judges’  refusal  to  grant  it 
time  to  better  prepare  for  the  trial.  The 
scales  are  tipped  unfairly  in  favor  of  the 
prosecution  and,  in  spite  of  Hussein’s 
crimes,  on  a  conceptual  level — this  is  not 
and  win  not  be  a  fair  trial. 

Then,  there  is  US.  involvement  and 
presence  in  Iraq.  In  the  1980s,  the  United 
States  supplied  Saddam  Hussein  intelli¬ 
gence  and  supphes  for  its  war  against  Iran. 
Some  of  the  chemical  precursors  supplied 
by  the  US.  may  have  been  used  to  manu¬ 
facture  the  chemical  cocktails  dropped 
on  Halabja.  This  may  be  the  reason  why 
the  tribunal  selected  the  Dujail  incident. 
Charging  Saddam  with  any  of  his  other 
major  crimes  would  result  in  the  unsealing 
of  documents  indicating  US.  support  for 
Saddam’s  regime.  This  would  be  a  shame 
to  U.S.  reputation.  Thus,  the  trial  must  be 
international  because  it  is  the  only  way 
that  it  can  be  fair. 

This  is  a  very  critical  trial.  It  will  be 
widely  covered  and  known.  Many  have 
already  accused  the  court  of  being  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  United  States.  If  the  trial 
is  handled  incorrectly,  it  will  just  become 
ammunition  for  those  who  hate  us.  Worse 
yet,  the  Iraqi  government  will  not  achieve 
the  legitimacy  for  which  it  strives.  Justice 
will  never  be  achieved  for  the  victims  of 
Saddam’s  regime.  There  will  never  be 
closure  and  wounds  will  never  heal.  Let 
those  who  know  what  they  are  doing  try 
'  him'  and’ his  chhorts.  This  way,  America 
will  not  suffer  if  the  tfi^s  g6  south.  Only 
then  wiU’ true  justice' be'served.  '' 


Libra^ 

By  Olena  Savytska,  II 

CoNTBIBVTBiG  WRITER 


If  the  library  is  a  place  of  learning, 
then  why  are  students  discouraged  from 
using  it?  Lately,  the  Keefe  Library  and 
Media  Center  has  become  a  rather  hostile 
place,  much  like  a  Customs  red  corridor. 
It  is  closed  more  regularly  than  it  is  open, 
and  there  are  only  15  spaces  available  per 
sign-up  sheet  for  students  wishing  to  visit. 
For  those  of  us  who  are  not  champion 
sprinters,  it  is  difficult  to  secure  one  of 
these  spots  once  the  initial  rush  of  stu¬ 
dents  has  crammed  the  list  at  2:iy. 

To  some  students,  the  library,  in¬ 
stead  of  fulfilling  its  most  basic  function, 
seems  to  do  the  very  opposite.  Brigid 
McComiskey  (II)  remarks,  “{The  library} 
should  have  more  sign-up  slots  and  stu¬ 
dents  should  be  allowed  to  sign  up  in  the 
morning.”  Her  friend,  Tara  Prince  (II) 
adds,  “Most  people  have  buses  to  catch 
or  jobs  to  go  to  after  school.” 

Whenever  I  need  to  complete  a 
project  or  an  assignment  after  school,  the 
last  place  I  think  of  going  to  is  the  library. 
I  feel  discouraged  and  somewhat  scared, 
as  if  I  were  about  to  enter  military  camp 
or  a  detention  center.  With  its  ground 
floor  location  and  disciphnarian-librai- 
ians,  the  library  has  an  air  of  “lurking 
evil.” 

When  you  enter  the  library,  after 
all,  the  first  thing  you  encoimter  are  the 
tall  security  detectors  and  an  unfriendly 
sign  proclaimii^: 

No  passes  from  study  ball 

No  locker  passes 

Siffi  in  ten  minutes  before  leaving 

If  you  linger  for  a  moment,you  can  ; 
sometimes  observe  frightened  groups  of 
students  clustering  around  the  counter 
and  asking  questions.  Generally,  they 
receive  a  resounding  “no”  for  a  response. 
Y?iien  I  asked  the  librarian  iox  an  inter 
view,  I  was  told  to  come  back  at  “a  more 
convenient  time.” 

At  this  more  “convenient  time,”  I 
had  the  chance  to  speak  to  Mrs.  McQon, 
one  of  the  librarians,  wffio  informed  me 
that  the  library  situation  was  goisig  down¬ 
hill.  “We  are  trying  to  make  the  library 
mote  available  for  classes,”  she  told  me. 
“If  we  have  75  students  coming  in  and 
there  are  already  60  students  in  here,  well, 
we  cannot  just  let  those  people  stay” 

Later  on,  she  added,  “We  are  giving 
the  priority  to  teachers  now.” 

It  seems  that  the  interests  of 
students,  for  whom  the  library  was 
originally  built,  are  now  secondary  to 
those  of  teachers  and  to  that  ambiguous 
goal  of  “keeping  order.”  While  teachers 
and  classes  no  doubt  need  the  resources 
available  in  the  hbrary,  especially  Eng¬ 
lish  classes  learning  to  write  research 
papers,  so  too  do  individual  students. 
Just  because  students  want  to  come  to 
the  library  independently,  or  with  a  small 
group  of  friends,  does  not  mean  they  are 
intent  on  wreaking  havoc. 

“This  isn’t  a  computer  lab  or  a 
study  hall,”  Mrs.  McClean  explained.  “If 
you’re  sitting  here  just  doing  your  Latin 
homework,  why  don’t  you  just  go  to  your 
study  and  do  it?” 

While  the  library  provides  excellent 
resources  to  students,  what  use  are  they 
if  they  are  so  difficult  to  access?  Harrj' 
V.  Keefe,  Jr.  would  certainly  be  upset  to 
see  his  gift  restricted  in  such  a  way.  The 
library  should  not  be  a  battle  zone  where 
students  are  forced  to  fight  teachers,  li¬ 
brarians  and  even  each  other  (“I  want  to 
sign  up!”/“No,  I  need  to!”),  but  rather  a 
place'  of  learning  and  literature.  Too  bad 
it’s  so  hard  to  fulfill  that  gbal. 
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BLS  at  Southeast  District  Music  Festival 


By  Veronica  Koven-Matasy,  I 

CoMTUBimNG  Writer 


If  you  aren’t  a  high-school  musi¬ 
cian,  you  probably  haven’t  heard  of  the 
Southeast  District  Music  Festival.  The 
event  isn’t  well-publicized,  except  for 
a  note  in  the  school  bulletin,  and  the 
concert  isn’t  held  anywhere  conducive 
to  casual  attendance.  This  year  it  was  in 
Duxbury;  in  previous  years,  it  had  been 
held  in  Bridgewater.  So  perhaps  a  brief 
explanation  of  this  quirky  blip  in  the 
schedule  of  the  music  department  would 
not  be  amiss. 

Auditions  for  the  four  ensembles 
of  the  Southeast  District  (Concert  Band, 
Jazz  Band,  Chorus  and  Orchestra)  are 
held  in  November.  Instrumentahsts  and 
vocalists  prepare  a  set  audition  piece  for  a 
judge;  they  are  also  graded  on  sight-read¬ 
ing  and  scales.  Depending  on  their  scores, 
they  are  either  rejected,  or  accepted 
and  assigned  a  part  and,  in  the  large  en¬ 
sembles,  a  seat  as  well.  The  music,  to  be 
prepared  by  festival  participants  before¬ 
hand,  is  mailed  to  the  school  sometime  in 
December.  In  theory,  this  enables  them  to 
rehearse  any  trouble  spots  on  their  own. 


To  be  brutally  frank, 
most  don’t  even  look 
at  it  until  a  week  be¬ 
fore  the  festival.  Some 
don’t  until  the  night 
before.  Extreme  cases 
may  glance  over  it  on 
the  bus. 

The  festival  itself 
is  a  two-day  affair:  a  day 
and  a  half  of  straight 
rehearsal,  and  then  the 
performance.  If  a  day 
and  a  half  of  intensive 
music  sotmds  a  bit  wea¬ 
rying,  that’s  because 
it  is.  Rehearsal  runs 
from  nine  to  five  on 
Friday,  and  from  8:30 
to  about  noon  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  Since  Duxbury  is 
a  rather  long  drive  away, 
this  translates  to  departing  before  the 
dreaded  tardy  bell  has  rung.  StUl,  many 
would  claim,  it  beats  being  in  school  all 
day.  If  only  for  the  sheer  novelty  factor,  I 
would  have  to  agree. 

This  year,  Boston  Latin  School  sent 
an  unusually  large  number  of  musicians  to 


ALLISON  PUTNAM  (I),  VOCALIST,  AND  THOMAS  AHMADIFAR  (I),  TRUMPETER. 


Districts.  In  the  orchestra,  Tom  Ahmadi- 
far  (I),  Sean  Wu  (II),  Eva  Cheung  (II), 
Theresa  Cleary  (II),  ShiyuWei  (I),Josiah 
Koven-Matasy  (III),  Albano  Berberi  (III), 
Joe  Higgins  (II),  Yening  Qin  (I),  Norman 
Yu  (II),  Julia  Ryan  (III)  and  I  took  part; 
in  the  chorus,  David  Whitaker  (II),  Max 


Macrides  (I),  Katie  MacDonald 
(I),  Allison  Putnam  (I),  Hoi 
Nguyen  (I),  Peter  Gels  (III)  and 
Wendy  Wang  (I  I).  We  had  no 
participants  in  the  concert  band, 
but  in  the  jazz  band,  bassist  Kyle 
Miles  (I  I)  put  on  a  fine  show  with 
an  impressive  solo. 

In  the  end,  the  whole 
weekend  came  down  to  the  per 
formance,  which  went  off  this 
year  without  a  hitch  (as,  indeed, 
it  usually  does).  If  you  happen  to 
be  curious,  CDs  are  sold  at  the 
performance  and  the  music  can 
also  be  downloaded  off  of  the 
Internet;  ask  around  the  music 
wing  and  you  may  be  able  to  bor 
row  it  for  a  quick  listen. 

Eor  some  of  the  musicians. 
Districts  are  over  for  the  year. 
For  the  talented  few  who  were 
admitted  into  the  All-State  orchestra, 
however,  the  show  must  go  on.  These 
players  have  another  three  days  of  prac¬ 
tice  and  performance  to  look  forward  to. 
Congratulations  to  Hoi  Nguyen,  David 
Whitaker,  Theresa  Cleary,  Sean  Wu,  Joe 
Higgins  and  Shiyu  Wei! 


The  Doctor  Is  In  the  House 


By  Kieran  Kelly,  III 

Staff  Writer 


House,  M.D.,  as  you  may  have 
guessed  from  its  title,  is  a  delightful  tale 
of  a  misanthrope  practicing  medicine  on 
the  mean  streets  of  Princeton-Plainsboro 
and  learning  to  love  along  the  way.  What? 
Haven’t  you  been  watching  TV? 

Dr.  Gregory  House  is  a  scruffy- 
looking  doctor  with  a  bum  leg  who  pops 
painkillers  like  Pez.  He  rarely  shaves,  and 
treats  all  his  patients  like  ignorant,  lying 
fools,  which  many  of  them  do  turn  out 
to  be.  House  is  the  Head  of  Diagnostic 
Medicine  at  the  Princeton-Plainsboro 
Teaching  Hospital  in  New  Jersey.  His  job 
entails  puzzling  out  the  most  curious  of 
medical  cases,  ones  which  baffle  most 
other  doctors.  One  of  House’s  favorite 
tenets  is,  “Treating  illnesses  is  why  we 
became  doctors.  Treating  patients  is 
what  makes  most  doctors  miserable.”  He 
sacrifices  tact  and  bedside  manner  in  his 
efforts  to  get  at  the  bare  truth,  often  later 
discovering  previously  insignificant  facts 
to  be  at  the  root  of  the  issue. 

Although  knowledgeable  in  diag¬ 
nostic  medicine.  House  is  rarely  profes¬ 
sional.  He  often  badgers  patients  by 
asking  very  personal  questions  in  a  harsh 
manner  and  blatantly  insults  his  col¬ 
leagues  with  remarks  verging  on  sexual 


By  Silvana  Vivas,  FV 

Staff  Writer 


If  you’re  looking  for  a  great  dramatic 
movie  with  fast-action  fights  between  na¬ 
tives  and  invaders  plus  emotional  dialogue 
that  keeps  you  on  the  edge  of  your  seat. 
The  New  World  is  not  for  you.  %s,  it’s  more 
realistic  than  Disney’s  Pocahontas,  but  hon¬ 
estly,  it’s  also  one  of  the  dullest  movies  to 
be  recently  released. 

The  plotline  oiTheNew  W&rii/begins 
when  the  English  settlers  arrive  in  Virginia 
in  1607  and  meet  the  Native  Americans. 
After  Captain  John  .Smith  is  captured,  the 
native  Pocahontas  saves  him  and  they  fall 
in  love.  WTien  he  has  to  leave  to  find  the 
Northwest  Passage,  she  marries  tobacco 
farmer  John  Rolfe,  and  they  travel  to  Eng¬ 
land,  where  Pocahontas  eventually  dies. 
Does  this  feel  like  a  history  lesson?  No 


harassment.  He  rarely 
even  lowers  himself  to 
show  actual  concern 
for  a  patient’s  well-be¬ 
ing.  After  suffering  a 
leg  infarction,  a  blood 
clot  resulting  in  muscle 
death.  House  takes  up  a 
cane  and  has  to  hobble 
about,  taking  lots  of 
medication  to  fight  off 
the  pain.  House  shares 
many  characteristics 
with  the  legendary  Sher 
lock  Holmes:  both  have  a 
superiority  complex,  and 
Holmes  is  a  user  of  co¬ 
caine  and  opium,  while 
House  is  addicted  to  Vi- 
codin.  One  episode  even 
showed  that  House’s 
house  number,  221B,  is 
the  same  as  that  of  Hol¬ 
mes.  The  writers  of  the 
show  have  admitted  in 
interviews  the  strong 
influence  Holmes  has  on 
their  character. 

House  is  played  by  British  come¬ 
dian  Hugh  Laurie,  who  won  the  Golden 
Globe  award  for  Best  Performance  by  an 
Actor  in  a  Television  Series  -  Drama  this 
year.  His  supporting  cast  includes  Jesse 


THE  CAST  OF  HOUSE  SURROUNDS  AN  APPARENTLY  DEAD  BODY. 


Spencer,  who  portrays  Dr.  Robert  Chase, 
an  Australian  doctor  with  emotional 
family  baggage.  Dr.  Allison  Cameron, 
a  young  immunologist  and  widow,  who 
has  a  problem  with  caring  too  much, 
is  played  by  Jennifer  Morrison.  Omar 


Bland  New  World 


wonder  most  people  in  the  audience  are 
over  the  age  of  30. 

This  lifelessness  isn’t  entirely  the 
fault  of  the  actors  either.  Colin  Farrell  0ohn 
Smith),  Q’Orianka  Kilcher  (Pocahontas), 
Christian  Bale  0ohn  Rolfe)  and  others 
barely  seem  to  have  any  lines  in  this  movie. 
If  you  were  to  watch  it,  you  would  leave  the 
theatre  with  no  memory  of  any  important 
dialogue,  Kilcher,  however,  does  give  a 
better  performance  than  the  others.  Her 
passion  comes  through  clearly  in  the  scenes. 
Other  actors,  like  Farrell,  need  to  liven  it  up 
a  little  bit  and  get  more  into  character. 

The  New  World  is  director  Terrence 
Malick’s  fourth  movie  in  33  years.  Its  main 
problem  is  a  lack  of  character  interaction. 
For  two  and  a  half  hours,  all  that  one  sees  is 
landscape  after  landscape.  It  would  be  nice 
to  have  a  little  more  variety  in  the  scenes 
featuring  John  Smith  and  Pocahontas  as 


well.  One  can  only  take  so  much  of  the 
cuddling  and  frolicking  in  fields.  After  John 
Smith  leaves  and  Pocahontas  is  told  of  his 
death,  the  film  is  pretty  much  about  her 
adaptation  to  a  “civilized”  life,  including 
being  called  Rebecca,  getting  married  and 
having  a  son. 

Another  popular  topic  of  debate  with 
this  movie  is  whether  or  not  it  is  historically 
accurate.  It  is  pretty  close  to  reality,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  changes.  First  of  all, 
Pocahontas  was  supposedly  10  or  ii  years 
old  when  she  saved  Smith  from  being  killed 
by  the  Powhatan  tribe,  but  in  this  film  she 
is  around  14  or  15.  This  does  help  when 
one  is  trying  to  create  a  love  story,  which 
in  itself  may  also  be  fictional  because  some 
believe  that  Smith  was  a  father  figure,  not 
a  lover.  Also,  in  the  movie.  Smith  leaves  on 
an  expiedition  and  Pocahontas  is  later  told 
of  his  drowning.  Much  later,  when  she  is 


Epps,  as  Dr.  Eric  Foreman,  rounds  out 
the  posse.  He  recently  was  promoted 
above  House,  although  he  is  still  often 
berated  by  him.  House  has  only  one  true 
friend,  an  oncologist  by  the  name  of  Dr. 
Wilson  (Robert  Sean  Leonard),  and  has 
a  love-hate  relationship  with  Dr.  Lisa 
Cuddy  (Lisa  Edelstein).  Recently  com¬ 
ing  into  the  fray  on  the  show  is  House’s 
ex-wife  Stacy  (Sela  Ward),  who  seems  to 
still  have  lingering  feelings  for  him,  and 
vice-versa. 

Although  House,  M.D.  started  air¬ 
ing  at  around  the  same  time  as  ABC’s 
Grey’s  Anatomy,  the  two  share  little  more 
than  the  hospital  setting.  The  nurturing, 
compassionate  environment  existent 
in  Greys  Anatomy  is  completely  absent 
in  House’s  realm.  \fet  why  are  so  many 
people  staying  home  to  watch  House?  Is 
it  his  cunning  wit?  His  utter  lack  of  tact? 
Or  perhaps  it’s  just  a  Penthouse-esque 
obsession  for  people  with  ambulatory 
defects?  Most  likely  it  is  the  way  in  which 
the  show  deals  with  politically-charged 
issues,  such  as  sexual  harassment  and 
medical  malpractice.  The  often  po¬ 
litically  incorrect  way  they  are  addressed 
makes  for  a  rather  comedic  and  candid 
show.  After  aU,  FOX  hasn’t  cancelled  it 
yet,  so  it  must  be  good. 

House  airs  on  Tuesdays  at  5)  p.m.  on 

FOX. 


married  to  Rolfe  and  living  in  the  James¬ 
town  settlement,  she  learns  he  is  still  alive 
through  an  overheard  conversation.  He 
then  visits  her  at  her  house  in  England.  In 
reality  Smith  was  injured  in  a  gunpowder 
accident  and  Pocahontas  thought  he  was 
dead  until  she  met  him  at  a  court  in  England 
several  years  later. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  probably  one 
of  those  feature  films  you  go  to  see  when 
there  is  nothing  else  playing.  It  most  likely 
wouldn’t  even  make  the  cut  for  you  sappy- 
movie-lovers  out  there.  If  you  see  this 
movie,  it  should  be  for  Kilcher’s  skillful 
debut  performance.  Colin  Farrell  would 
not  even  be  a  good  reason  in  this  case.  So 
here’s  some  advice:  if  you  want  to  see  some 
Pocahontas,  stick  to  Disney.  Somehow, 
talking  trees  and  cheesy  songs  are  more 
entertaining  than  stUl  art  frames  from  The 
New  World. 
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Winter  Wear  and  Flair 


By  Cassie  Kull,  I  & 
Alberta  Wright,  I 

Staff  Writers, 


Tired  of  wearing  plain  old  jeans 
day  in  and  day  out,  girls  at  Boston  Latin 
School  have  found  a  way  to  wear  cute 
miniskirts  without  getting  frostbite:  pair 
ing  them  with  leggings.  This  trend  started 
a  relatively  long  time  ago  in  the  summer 
of  2005  when  girls  wore  the  skirts  and  leg¬ 
gings  with  flip  flops.  It  went  mainstream, 
however,  when  Hollister  and  Abercrombie 
&  Fitch  started  selling  their  own  leggings 
this  season.  Now,  it  is  common  to  see 
girls  around  school  wearing  a  super  short 
mini,  black  leggings,  and  winter  boots  or 
flats. 

To  make  this 
style  even  more 
interesting,  try 
bright  colored 
leggings  balanced 
with  less  exciting 
colors  like  black, 
grey,  brown,  etc. 

Also,  don’t  think 
you  need  to  get 
them  from  ‘Crom- 
bie  or  Hollister  or 
pay  more  than  S15: 
go  to  Target  and 
buy  them  cheap. 

Recently  we  saw  a 
particularly  stylish 
senior  sporting  a 
Rugby  shirtdress 
over  jeans.  Props, 
mad  props.  A  shirt- 
dress  would  also 
look  great  over 
some  leggings  with  deUcate  flats  and  a 
belt  to  break  up  the  silhouette. 

The  great  thing  about  these  skin¬ 
tight  pants  is  that  they  keep  you  warm 
and  add  another  whole  dimension  to  your 
outfit.  Now  for  some  obvious  rules:  we 
are  by  no  means  advocating  the  sporting 
of  leggings  and  leggings  alone.  It  doesn’t 
matter  how  hot  you  think  your  legs 
are — that  look  is  strictly  for  the  gym.  You 
must  wear  something  over  them.  That 
said,  while  the  leggings  are  technically 
classified  as  a  sort  of  longjohn  or  pant. 


it  doesn’t  give  you  permission  to  wear  an 
indecent  micromini.  As  always,  Iceep  it 
classy.  Finally,  a  request:  please,  no  stirrup 
leggings;  this  trend  may  be  a  throwback 
to  the  ’80s  but  you  don’t  want  to  look  like 
you  raided  Punky  Brewster’s  closet. 

Next,  BLS  men,  you  never  cease  to 
amaze  us.  I  was  getting  some  books  at 
my  locker  when  two  guys  walked  by.  After 
looking  at  each  other,  one  gave  the  other 
a  high  five.  ‘Argyle,”  he  uttered,  nodding 
approvingly  in  passing.  Sure  enough,  there 
has  been  a  recent  rash  of  argyle  sweaters 
appearing  in  the  school  community  Last 
winter,  some  ultra-stylish  girls  decided  to 
brave  the  sweater,  but  for  winter  2006, 
the  guys  have  taken  the  look  and  run 
with  it. 

The  ar 
gyle  sweater,  as 
hailed  by  one 
ninth  grader,  is 
“pretty  fresh.” 
A  pillar  of  the 
country-club 
set  wardrobe, 
it  has  recently 
been  made 
popular  by  rap¬ 
pers  like  An¬ 
dre  3000,  who 
never  shies 
away  from  ai- 
gyle  socks,  and 
Kanye  West, 
who  seems  in¬ 
clined  towards 
anything  made 
by  Ralph  Lau¬ 
ren.  It  is  defi¬ 
nitely  a  look  to 
be  attempted 
only  by  those  not  afraid  of  prepster  cool. 
BLS  students  can  purchase  these  sweaters 
at  stores  like  J.  Crew  for  a  subtle  palette  of 
blues  and  browns,  or  go  for  slightly  louder 
colors  at  American  Eagle.  (Abercrombie 
seems  to  have  skipped  out  on  this  trend, 
although  you  can  still  purchase  some  no 
doubt  equally  stylish  “sex  appeal”  tees.)  Of 
course,  there  are  always  those  bastions  of 
this  classic  style,  the  Ralph  Lauren  stores: 
Polo  or  Rugby,  and  Lacoste...  if  you’re  sure 
you’ll  want  to  wear  it  next  year. 


Virtual  Gold 


By  Alvin  Phu,  II 

Staff  Wrtter 


ARGYLE:  IT'S  WHAT'S  HOT  FOR  COLD  WEATHER 


Video  games  provide  a  great  escape 
from  the  real  world.  What  happens,  how¬ 
ever,  when  these  virtual  worlds  start  to  have 
efiect  upon  our  daily  lives.? 

AMMORPG,  also  known  as  a  Alas- 
sively  Multiplayer  Online  Role  Playing 
Game,  is  a  type  of  game  which  sets  you 
in  an  online  persistent  virtual  world  with 
thousands,  even  himdreds  of  thousands,  of 
players.  In  these  games  you  typically  cre¬ 
ate  your  own  character,  kill  monsters,  get 
money  and  buy  better  equipment  to  kill 
stronger  mon¬ 
sters.  Equipment 
is  expensive  in 
game-gold,  but 
you  certainly 
can’t  fight  that 
dragon  with  a 
stick  and  a  loin- 


Houtf  I  VIrw  Cwrfl  Aboutl  Coiitaft  [ 

ONE  OF  THE  NUMEROUS  GOLD-SALE  SITES 


cloth,  can  you?  Thus,  players  are  forced 
to  kill  easy  monsters  over  and  over  and 
over  to  get  that  much-needed  cash.  This 
process,  called  “farming,”  can  get  so  bor 
ing  and  repetitive  that  the  game  becomes 
reminiscent  of  work.  Some  of  us,  however, 
don’t  have  that  kind  of  time  to  farm  for 
hours.  Enter  the  large  corporations,  stage 
right. 

Tfears  ago,  people  with  the  time  to 
play  these  games  realized  that  this  situa¬ 
tion  could  work  to  their  advantage.  They 
came  up  with  the  concept  of  selling  virtud 
items  and  currency  from  video  games  to 
other  players  for  real  money  Over  time, 
people  began  to  work  together  to  form 
businesses  that  specifically  deal  in  selling 
virtual  currency  What  is  essentially  being 
sold  by  these  businesses  is  time.  No  matter 
how  you  look  at  it,  these  types  of  games  re¬ 
quire  an  essential  resource  that  some  of  us 
just  don’t  have.  This  industry  has  grown  to 
the  point  that  some,  including  one  Ultima 
Online  user,  can  support  a  family  of  five  by 
farming  for  billions  in  gold  using  multiple 
computers. 

How  has  the  industry  gotten  so  large, 
you  might  ask?  The  desire  to  be  the  best 
in  these  role-playing  games  pushes  players 
to  obtain  the  best  equipment  md  become 
the  strongest.  Astonishingly  enough,  the 


A  Modern  Take  on  Wonderland 


natmal  laws  of  economics  also  apply  to 
items  and  currency  in  online  video  games, 
and  you  can  easily  profit  from  intelligent 
buying  and  selling.  Some  businesses  make 
use  of  hired  farmers,  who  play  a  particular 
game  for  nearly  18  hours  a  day  The  con¬ 
stant  demand  for  gold  and  items  has  even 
driven  some  warehouses  to  set  up  their 
own  sweatshops.  In  China,  many  compa¬ 
nies  have  huge  rooms  with  dozens  of  com¬ 
puters  that  are  operated  by  wage  slaves  who 
are  paid  as  fittle  as  56  cents  an  hour.  These 
virtual  sweatshops  have  become  a  preva¬ 
lent  problem  in  the  gaming  community, 
including  players  of  World  ofWarcn^  and 

Guild  Wars. 
The  people 
who  are  be¬ 
ing  hurt  are 
the  honest 
players  who 
might  think, 
“Why  both¬ 
er  to  play  when  Mr.  Moneybags  over  there 
can  just  buy  the  best  equipment  and  beat 
everyone?”  Alany  of  the  Chinese  money 
farmers  have  recently  been  flooding  the 
United  States  game  servers,  taking  up  space 
and  pushing  out  regular  players.  Some 
MMO  gamers  view  this  phenomenon 
mostly  as  an  economic  problem.  “WTiat 
really  bothers  me  is  the  inflation.  When 
more  and  rnore  people  keep  buying  ‘gold,’ 
the  price  of  items  in  the  game  goes  up, 
making  it  harder  for  regular  players.  Sure, 
it  drives  me  nuts,”  says  Kirip,  a  player  of 
Final  Fantasy  XI.  Some  also  just  see  it  as 
being  plain  unfair.  “It  really  makes  your 
whole  experience  feel  futile  when  you 
know  those  rich  kids  are  playing,”  com¬ 
plains  one  anonymous  user.  This  problem 
has  become  very  serious  and  has  led  to 
more  and  more  players  quitting  and  liter 
ally  killing  the  game. 

There  are  actions  being  taken, 
however,  against  these  businesses.  Many 
games  are  making  “gold”  buying  illegi 
and  are  actually  enforcing  the  rule.  Players 
have  also  begun  a  movement  to  stop  gold 
buying.  If  you  decide  to  play  an  MMO,  be 
honest  and  don’t  promote  the  gold  indus¬ 
try  Maybe  you  don’t  believe  the  facts.  Just 
search  for  the  term  “Guild  Wars”  on  Ebay 
and  see  for  yourself 


By  Kevin  McCaughey,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


On  Friday  January  20  and  Saturday 
January  21,  students  from  grades  seven 
through  nine  performed  Alice,  2.  presenr 
day  comical  rendition  of  Lewis  Carroll’s 
novel  Alice  in  Wonderland,  written  and 
directed  by  Ms.  Christa  Crewdson.  This 
production  featured  plenty  of  good  acting 
and  slapstick  humor,  as  well  as  memorable 
and  fascinating  characters  played  by 
devoted  students  who  had  rehearsed  for 
more  than  three  months.  The  play  was  a 
new,  light-hearted  and  entertaining  spin 
on  an  old  classic. 

Alice  chronicles  an  average  day  for 
the  title  character,  including  the  obvious 
presence  of  a  giant  white  rabbit  in  a  sports 
jacket  and  sunglasses,  as  well  as  her  ad¬ 
ventures  in  Wonderland,  a  strange  world 
inhabited  by  even  stranger  creatures.  Al¬ 
ice  gets  into  trouble  -with  the  cruel  Queen 
of  Hearts,  played  by  Margaret  Kerr  (IV), 
and  is  nearly  decapitated  before  returning 
to  her  own  world.  One  would  think  that 
a  play  with  such  an  elaborate  plot  would 
be  hard  to  stage,  but  this  production 
used  creative  staging  and  clever  scene 
transitions.  There  are  also  many  comical 
allusions  to  presen^day  events,  as  well  as 
amusing  one-liners  that  set  this  version 


apart  from  the  original  novel. 

The  ensemble  cast  made  this  pro¬ 
duction  a  great  success.  Christina  Gregg 
(V),  as  Alice,  had  an  excellent  stage  pres¬ 
ence  and  delivered  an 
energetic  performance. 

Another  noteworthy  char¬ 
acter  was  the  White  Rab¬ 
bit,  played  by  John  Wall 
(IV).  He  comments  that 
his  alter  ego  is  “a  big  gam¬ 
bler  who  is  also  involved 
in  a  little  illegal  activity...! 
loved  the  costume.  The  la¬ 
dies  really  Uked  the  bunny 
ears.”  Wall’s  White  Rabbit 
was  reminiscent  of  a  slick 
street  vendor  or  ticket 
scalper. 

Kerr’s  Queen  of 
Hearts  was  also  right  on 
target.  “I  love  my  charac¬ 
ter!”  says  Kerr.  “She  uses 
a  lot  of  slang  and  is  a  bit 
more  take-charge  than 
Lewis  Carroll’s  character. 

For  the  most  part,  however,  she  did  retain 
her  original  personality.”  Right  alongside 
the  Queen  of  Hearts  was  the  King,  played 
by  Jacob  Meister  (IV),  who  starred  as 
Peter  Pan  in  last  year’s  winter  show  His 
acting  was  very  realistic  for  this  character. 


who  is  always  subjugated  by  his  wife. 

The  mysterious  mood  of  Boston 
Latin  School’s  Wonderland  was  enhanced 
by  very  odd-looking  scenery,  including  a 


THE  WHITE  RABBIT  FLANKE^^D^lN^tEASTcSvE^^^^^^^^S 


giant  yellow  polka-dotted  mushroom  in 
the  center  of  the  stage.  However,  in  a 
world  whose  inhabitants  play  croquet  with 
flamingos  as  mallets,  such  strange  sights 
aren’t  surprising.  The  new  mid-stage  cur- 
ta:in  in  the  auditorium  created  a  useful 


means  by  which  to  hide  things,  such  as 
the  Wonderland  set,  from  the  real-world 
set  until  they  were  needed,  making  for  a 
more  dynamic  viewing  experience.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  the  costumes 
were  truly  works  of 
art.  Every  character’s 
costume  was  detailed 
very  elaborately,  and 
each  was  extremely 
colorful  and  imagi¬ 
native.  Some  of  the 
more  intricate  cos¬ 
tumes  included  those 
of  the  Mad  Hatter, 
the  Cheshire  Cat,  the 
White  Rabbit  and 
the  Guard  Captain. 

Alice  was  very 
similar  in  style  to  pre¬ 
vious  Latin  School 
productions,  such  as 
Peter  Pan  in  2005,  ht 
that  Ms.  Crewdson 
took  a  classic  story 
and  translated  it  into 
an  uproarious  modern-day  comedy.  In  the 
words  of  the  director,  “This  is  a  fun  play 
with  lots  of  fun  characters.  The  actors 
worked  very  hard  on  the  production,  and 
it  was  a  lot  of  fun.  If  you  didn’t  see  it,  you 
missed  a  good  show.” 
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Spotlight 

Dan  Ferris 


'  SBy  Kathleen  Leary,  I  & 
'  Faith  Savtll,  I 

CoNTjUBtJtiNG  Writers 


Dan  Ferris,  a  personal  favorite 
of  ours,  is  one  of  the  funniest,  smart¬ 
est  and  most  talented  students  in  the 
Class  of  2006.  He  is  particularly  well- 
known  for  his  wit  and  can  often  be 
heard  making  sarcastic  remarks  under 
his  breath  in  class.  You  can  usually 
see  him  at  an  ungodly  early  time  on 
Sundays  working  at  the  West  Roxbury 
YMCA,  where  he  hangs  out  with  the 
elderly  and  pretends  to  work  out  for 
free.  If  you  want,  he  would  be  more 
than  happy  to  discuss  with  you  the 
love  of  his  life.  Chuck  Palahniuk,  the 
writer  of  novels  such  as  Fight  Club.  But 
jtou  will  more  likely  find  this  sleej^ 
[|bpn(vc4,  ska-loving  kid  hanging  out 
kn  Ae  Black  Box  Theatre  where  Iw 
foends  mast  of  his  lime  after  school; 

Dan  is  one  of  Ae  BLS  Theate| 
Department^  finest.  A  member  of  thd 
spool's  Tfiellow  Submarine  Improv 
Troupe  since  She  eighth  grade  and  th^ 
Drama  Chib  since  ninth  grade,  he  wi^ 
conclude  his  seotar  year  with  the  leaijl 
role  in  this  year's  Massachusetts 
S«hooi  Drama  Gwld  production  of 
The  AfnM/ijf&r  Ro«/k.  Having  acted  id 
The  lAvmte  Prejtffrni  toth  grade  ami 
worked  In  props-and  set  constructiod 
for  tile  pait  few  years  In  pfe^rs  such.  aS 
fiuklesi  and  Dimfy  PereeiveU  Threats  tti 
9)tSysteti^  he  is  very  excited  to  haveil 
lead  role  for  this  year’s  competition.- 
hi  addition  to  the  Yellow  Sub¬ 
marine  Troupe,  of  which  he  has  been 
co-captain  since  his  junior  year,  Dan 
also  participates  in  two  other  troupes: 
the  Groovy  Tie  Squad  and  Self-Im- 
provment,  which  perform  shows  in 
the  Boston  area.  Dan  is  definitely  a 
history  nerd:  he  could  probably  tell 
you  what  color  socks  Napoleon  wore 
on  July  17, 1802.  Although  he  plans  on 
majoring  in  history  in  college,  with  in¬ 
spiration  from  teachers  like  Dr.  Gen 
aid  Neary  and  Ms.  Judi  Freeman,  he 
wants  to  continue  practicing  improv 
on  the  side  and  keep  up  his  skill. 

Although  we  have  spent  a  lot  of 
time  with  Dan  in  the  arts  wing,  talking 
online,  fooling  around  in  many  classes 
and  watching  Mean  Girls  countless 
times,  we  got  to  know  him  really  well 
on  last  year’s  Eastern  Europe  trip  in 
.A.pffiL  You  really  don’t  know  Dan  until 
you've  seen  him  shirtless  with  10  other 
boys  in  a  train  car  while  crossing  the 
polish  border,  or  dancing  at  a  five- 
floor  «l«b  ia  Prague.  He’s  always  ready 
tell  a  joke  or  make  someone  laugh, 
Whether  we  are  reminiscing  about  the 
days  of  CCD,  discussing  how  much 
we  love  Mi.  Michard  Izzo’s  class  or 
techno-dancing  at  someone’s  house, 
our  stomachs  always  hurt  from  laugh¬ 
ing  so  hard.  If  you  learned  anything  at 
;il  from  reaffe^  this,  it  should  have 
een  to  bnng  an  extra  pair  pf  under 
.vfi.r  when  you  raik  to  Dan,  This  kid 
.  lost  funny. 
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Looking  for  Lackluster 


By  Gregory  Wong,  II 

Editoriat  Board  Associate 


Most  people — unless  they  live  un¬ 
der  a  rock,  in  a  bomb  shelter  or  in  North 
Korea — would  agree  with  me  that  Finding 
Nemo  is  funny,  original,  enthusiastically 
produced  and  well-written.  In  the  Disney 
production,  Albert  Brooks  impressively 
plays  the  role  of  the  sentimental  and  gen¬ 
tle  Marlin.  Yet  Brooks’s  new  realization, 
Looking  For  Comedy  in  the  Muslim  World, 
retrogrades  the  actor’s  formidable  talent, 
sticking  him  in  an  idiotic  borefest.  Po¬ 
litical  satire  min¬ 
gled  with  able 
comedic  abil¬ 
ity  and  Islamic 
humor  seems  a 
very  interesting 
concept,  but 
the  film  turns 
into  a  mediocre 
gimmick.  Like  a 
leaky  canoe,  the 
farther  it  pro¬ 
gresses,  the  fur 
ther  it  sinks. 

Comedian 
Albert  Brooks 
plays  himself,  an 
actor  struggling 
to  find  any  work 
in  film  and  con¬ 
descendingly  re¬ 
fusing  to  delve  back  into  the  realm  of  tele¬ 
vision.  In  the  opening  scene,  he  goes  for  a 
one-minute  job  interview  to  no  avail  and 
returns  home  to  find  his  luck  changed.  He 
receives  a  government  assignment  (largely 
because  all  other  actors  are  unavailable) 
to  go  to  India  and  Pakistan  to  question 
150  mUlion  Muslims  about  what  they  find 
amusing,  farcical  or  hysterical.  Bewildered 
yet  excited,  Brooks  accepts  the  task  and 


travels  to  the  other  side  of  the  world  to 
compile  500  pages  of  information  in  a 
month.  Even  with  the  help  of  two  bum¬ 
bling  idiots  (John  Carroll  Lynch  and  Jon 
Tenney)  and  a  native  Muslim  secretary 
(Sheetal  Sheth),  his  exploration  of  the 
Indian  population’s  comedic  underworld 
is  fruitless — the  end  result  is  a  sLic-page 
report  describing  how  Muslims  do  not 
care  for  bathroom  and  body  humor. 

The  film  provides,  however,  a 
political  commentary,  at  times  mocking 
the  world  in  which  we  live,  but  often 
reflecting  on  the  social  implications  of 


American  imperialism.  Brooks,  direc¬ 
tor  and  writer  of  this  blend  of  film  and 
documentary,  tackles  complicated  issues 
such  as  outsourcing  and  cultural  igno¬ 
rance.  Indians  answer  American  customer 
service  phone  calls  for  Toys  R’  Us®  and 
Onstar®  and  understand  allusions  to 
Western  pop  culture.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  Americans  know  nothing  about 
the  deep  heritage  and  culture  of  Eastern 


civilizations.  Even  with  such  respectable 
intentions  in  his  work,  Brooks  is  unable 
to  present  them  effectively.  Filled  with 
flat  acting,  tediously  prolonged  sequences 
and  poor  executions.  Looking  For  Comedy 
is  just  plain  boring,  the  exception  being 
Lynch,  who  masters  his  character’s  apathy 
and  naivete.  Brooks,  nonetheless,  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  offering  some  insight  into  the 
modern  world  after  September  ii  and  the 
new  threat  of  terrorism.  In  the  film,  the 
Pakistani  and  Indian  governments  suspect 
Brooks  of  being  a  secret  spy  from  America 
who  is  trying  to  gain  knowledge  from  their 
own  people.  But  the  direc¬ 
tor  shows  us  the  shocking 
underlying  disillusionment 
present  in  aU  nations  of  the 
world:  that  one  country 
is  set  against  another.  In 
a  world  with  such  efforts 
to  promote  world  peace, 
Brooks’s  work  illuminates 
these  ridiculous  defensive 
policies. 

I  was  surprised  to 
watch  such  a  hack  of  this 
bizarre  idea  with  such  mal¬ 
leable  and  interesting  con¬ 
tent.  An  impressive  and 
hopeful  beginning  is  un¬ 
done  by  unfocused  editing, 
writing  and  an  ending  that 
makes  Vanilla  Sky  seem 
credible.  Decent  comedic 
elements  are  overshadowed  by  endless 
snores  for  the  rest  of  the  film  and  medi¬ 
ocrity  seems  to  be  its  only  achievement. 
Brooks  creates  a  genuine  piece  about 
modern  world  relations  and  concerns  of 
a  new  political  era,  but  allows  ornamenta¬ 
tion  to  dominate  over  substance. 

Now  playing  at  the  Embassy  Cinema  in 
Waltham,  MA  / Rated  PG-13 for  drugcontent 
and  brief  strong  lanffiage: 


A  Dangerous  Game  of  Love 


By  Yucong  Ma,  I 

A&E  Editor 


“Revenge  is  a  dish  best  served 
cold.” 

These  immortal  words  were  coined 
in  the  epistolary  novel  Les  Liaisons  Dan- 
gereuses  [Dangerous  Liaisons]  by  the  French 
writer  Choderlos  de  Laclos.  Set  on  the 
eve  of  the  1789  French  Revolution,  this 
novel  recounts  a  game  of  love.  Two  aris¬ 
tocrats  and  former  lovers,  the  Marquise 
de  Merteuil  and  the  Vicomte  de  Valmont, 
seek  revenge  on  the  French  upper  crust 
through  the  seduction  of  innocent 
victims.  Several  adaptations  have  been 
made  since  de  Laclos’s  1782  novel,  one 
of  the  most  recent  of  which  is  Cruel  In¬ 
tentions  (1999),  a  modern  reworking  set 
in  a  New  Ybrk  high  school.  Adapted  to 
the  stage  by  British  playwright  Chris¬ 
topher  Hampton,  Dangerous  Liaisons  ran 
at  the  Huntington  Theatre  at  Boston 
University  from  January  6  to  February 
5,  2006. 

Director  Daniel  Goldstein  stayed 
true  to  the  original  spirit  of  de  Laclos’s 
novel  by  setting  it  in  the  original  era.  The 
Huntington  stage  is  resplendent  with  a 
grand  staircase,  wrapped  around  a  large 
ballroom.  Both  are  made  of  shining  grey 
marble  and  decorated  with  flickering 
candlesticks.  Sparkling  chandeliers  hang 
from  the  ceiling  and  the  floor  is  decorated 
with  a  colorful  circular  mosaic. 

This  is  the  ornate  setting  for  Li¬ 
aisons,  which  has  its  fair  share  of  both 
victims  and  villains.  Mjerfe.uil  (Tash^  Law¬ 
rence)  has  the  sharpest  tongue  and  draws 
the  most  laughter  with  witty  one-liners. 


both  sly  and  blunt.  Her  counterpart,  the 
Vicomte  (Michael  T.  Weiss),  has  more 
double  entendres  with  which  to  play 
around.  Both  are  seasoned  veterans  of  the 
stage  and  the  screen;  Weiss’s  bestrknown 
role  is  as  Jarod  on  NBC’s  The  Pretender. 
The  colorful  plot  begins  when  Merteuil 
schemes  to  bring  down  a  former  lover  by 
ruining  the  reputation  of  his  fiancee,  the 
15-year-old  Cecile  de  Volanges  (Louisa 
Krause).  Meanwhile,  Valmont  pursues 
his  own  quarry,  the  timid  and  pious  La 
Presidente  de  Tourvel  (Yvonne  Woods). 


CRUEL  INTENTIONS,  A  REMAKE  OF  DANGEROUS 
LIAISONS,  STARS  WITHERSPOON  AND  FHILLIPPE 

Krause  acts  every  bit  the  teenager  to  the 
point  of  ridicule  in  this  silly  and  naive  role 
(which  calls  for  brief  nudity),  but  despite 
her  dramatics,  she  always  appears  believ¬ 
able.  In  stark  contrast.  Woods  delivers  a 
wilted  and  one-dimensional  performance. 
The  inner  struggle  of  her  chaste  and  pi¬ 
ous  character  is  poorly  conveyed,  and 
the  romantic  connection  with  Valmont 


characters,  Merteuil  and  Valmont,  but  the 
sexual  tension  between  them  is  evident, 
manifesting  itself  in  brief  glances  and 
body  language.  In  the  end,  it  all  comes 
down  to  their  game  of  “cruel  intentions” 
to  punish  their  enemies  at  whatever 
cost,  regardless  of  the  innocents  that  fall 
along  the  way.  Through  the  entire  play, 
a  delightful  mix  of  sarcasm  and  sexual 
innuendo  keeps  the  action  lively  and  the 
audience  amused. 

Among  the  audience,  there  was 
a  mixed  reaction  to  the  costumes.  In 
addition  to  conventional  waistcoats, 
breeches  and  boots,  the  men  also  wear 
small,  thin  ties,  which  are  not  true 
to  the  time  period.  Panniers  widely 
extend  the  women’s  gowns  on  either 
side  and  give  an  authentic  feel  to  most 
costumes,  but  unusual  materials  such 
as  red  leather  firmly  place  the  play  in 
the  2ist  century.  At  one  point,  Merteuil 
apparently  even  sports^a  black  Chanel 
handbag. 

Another  element  of  Danger¬ 
ous  Liaisons  that  did  not  add  to  the 
audience’s  experience  was  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  stage  set.  The  long  staircase 
provided  some  excellent  landings  for  a 
few  scenes,  but  made  it  difficult  for  the 
entire  audience  to  catch  those  scenes  set 
higher  up,  the  most  noticeable  of  which 
was  the  last  scene. 

Les  Liaisons  Dangereuses  is  an  ex¬ 
ceptionally  modern  play  despite  its  time 
period.  A  plot  full  of  intrigue  and  a  con¬ 
niving  paif  of  protagonists  truly  makes 
it  hard  for  one  to  believq  that  such  a 


is  barely  credibly.  The  most  chemistry 
between  th^  actors  undoubtedly  lies , 

'between  Lawrence  aqd  Weiss.  There  '.remarkable  drama  actually  originated 
'is  little  physical  contact  between  their  over  200  years  ago. 
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By  Alina  Voronov,  I 

Staff  Writer 


In  the  mainstream  music  world, 
2005  was  the  year  of  the  rising  star,  the 
comeback  and  the  remix.  The  most 
popular  songs  on  the  radio  were  dance 
songs,  tunes  from  pleading  lovers  and 
effective,  or  at  least  catchy  duets  from 
unlikely  pairs. 

The  most  popular  artists  were 
not  always  the  tried  and  true.  Ciara, 
for  instance,  did  not  have  any  major 
singles  before  “Goodies.”  According 
to  the  Billboard  biographies,  the  Texas 
native  made  it  her  life  goal  to  become  a 
professional  singer.  Success  came  soon 
for  the  teen,  with  the  help  of  producers 
Lil  Jon  and  Jazze  Pha,  in  the  form  of  a 
hit  album  released  in  less  than  a  year. 

She  now  has  a  chance  to  add  to  her  list 
of  accomplishments,  putting  down  a 
nomination  for  Best  New  Artist  in  the 
upcoming  Grammy  Awards. 

In  terms  of  success.  Maroon  y 
was  even  more  remarkable  in  2005.  The 
pop/rock  quintet  that  is  Maroon  5  is  not 
actually  a  new  band;  in  fact,  its  music¬ 
making  days  began  in  the  1990s,  when  the 
members  were  known  by  the  name  “Kara’s 
Flowers,”  after  a  girl  they  once  entertained 
for  her  birthday  The  band  attained  instant 
recognition  with  singles  “She  Will  Be 
Loved”  and  “Sunday  Morning,”  and  won 
the  2ooy  Grammy  for  Best  New  Artist 


against  contenders  Los  Lonely  Boys  and 
five-time  nominee  (in  a  single  year)  Kanye 
West.  The  group  captivated  the  Record¬ 
ing  Academy’s  attention  again  in  2005, 
earning  a  2006  nomination  for  Best  Pop 


CIARA  ON  TOP  WITH  GOODIES 


Performance  By  A  Duo  Or  Group  With 
Vocal  for  its  hit  “This  Love.”  Maroon  y’s 
top  competitor  for  the  2005  Grammys, 
Los  Lonely  Boys,  is  being  nominated  in 
the  same  category  for  its  hit  “More  Than 
Love.”  Kanye  West  is  also  a  nominee,  for 
Record  of  the  "Vear  (“Gold  Digger”). 

Gavin  DeGraw  found  success  in 
2005  as  well.  Although  he  did  not  win  any 
Grammys  in  2005,  he  received  much  at¬ 


tention  after  his  hit  single  “I  Don’t  Want 
to  Be”  was  featured  on  the  WB  drama 
One  Tree  Hill.  DeGraw’s  latest  effort,  “We 
Belong  Together,”  can  be  heard  in  the  new 
movie  Tristan  and  Isolde. 

American  Idol  Kelly  Clarkr 
son  recorded  many  songs  in  200J, 
shattering  the  idea  that  American 
Idols  cannot  be  successful.  Her 
hits  “Since  V)u  Been  Gone”  and 
“Breakaway”  peaked  at  #16  and 
even  #1,  respectively  on  the  Bill¬ 
board  Top  100.  Clarkson  did  not 
find  fame  too  quickly,  first  working 
in  clubs  as  a  waitress  and  on  the 
TV  set  as  an  extra  for  a  Sabrina 
episode.  WTien  Clarkson  won  the 
American  Idol  contest,  she  became 
a  nationally  recognized  star.  She  is 
now  even  being  nominated  for  Best 
Female  Pop  Vbcal  Performance  (for 
“Since  U  Been  Gone”). 

Several  artists  made  surpris¬ 
ing  and  successful  comebacks,  in¬ 
cluding  Green  Day  and  Mariah  Carey 


Spotlight 

Daniella  Colb 


By  Lisa  Jing,  I 

For™  Editor 


Pop  punk/punk  rock  band  Green  Day  first 
began  strumming  their  guitars  and  working 
out  their  vocal  chords  in  the  late  1980s, 
achieving  fame  with  its  fourth  hit,  “Good 
Riddance  (Time  of  'ibur  Life).”  After  a 
two-year  hiatus  following  the  release  of 
‘Warning”  (2000),  the  trio  burst  onto  the 
music  scene  with  a  new  style 
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More  Than  Morning  Broacicasts 


By  Ying  Wang,  in 

Contributing  Writer 


One  can’t  help  but  admire  the 
efforts  of  the  entire  BLSTV  crew 
in  making  our  mornings  more  in¬ 
teresting.  Instead  of  having  your 
homeroom  teacher  read  the  news  out 
loud,  a  different  pair  of  newscasters 
appears  each  day.  Not  just  any  news¬ 
casters,  mind  you, 
but  young,  enthrall¬ 
ing  and  provocative 
upperclassmen  who 
inform  the  school  of 
upcoming  events  and 
read  the  daily  bul¬ 
letin.  And,  of  course, 
they  make  sure  that 
their  witty  comments 
and  personal  opinions 
are  never  excluded 
from  the  party. 

In  the  past  cou¬ 
ple  of  weeks,  how¬ 
ever,  it  has  come  to 
the  attention  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School 
community  that 
BLSTV  isn’t  all  about 
purely  reading  off  the 
bulletin  anymore.  It 
has  since  then  trans- 
formed  into  a  show  that  seeks  to 
fulfill  the  purpose  of  entertaining  as 
well  as  informing.  Each  morning  for 
the  past  few  months,  we  have  borne 
witness  to  a  number  of  different 
performances  and  parodies  that  the 
BLSTV  gang  cleverly  contrives  and 
performs  in  a  combination  of  script¬ 
ed  and  improvised  acting.  Some 
of  the  most  memorable  acts  have 
included  the  infamous  “Montague 
Alert,  ’  which  provided  the  account 
of  Mr.  Jim  Montague’s  attempts  to 
crash  one  morning’s  show  when  his 
rival,  Mr.  Michael  Giordano,  s.er.ved 
as  guest  anchor.  The  act  soon  turned 


violent  as  a  clash  took  place  between 
the  formidable  Montague  and  Ron 
Bower  (I),  who  was  guarding  the 
door  at  the  time. 

And  who  can  possibly  forget  all 
of  the  impressive  guests  who  have 
appeared  on  the  morning  broadcast? 
We’ve  seen  the  BLSTV  team  pull 
everything  from  allowing  teachers 
to  fill  in  as  newscasters  for  the  day 


SENIORS  JASMI^SrrEJO^NDSORAiI^^UQU^^^E 
_ ARE  ANCHORS  ON  BLSTV 


to  having  a  Boston  Latin  wrestler 
come  into  the  studio  to  strut  his 
stuff  and  flex  some  of  those  muscles. 
We’ve  even  listened  attentively  to 
two  members  of  the  Wolftones  sing 
their  heartstrings  out  in  a  happy 
birthday  tribute  song  to  Ms.  Cor; 
nelia  Kelley. 

BLSTV,  however,  goes  beyond 
even  that,  and  it  is  usually  not  given 
enough  credit  for  its  extensive  cover¬ 
age  of  important  school  events.  Ev¬ 
eryone  has  benefited  from  BLSTV’s 
live  coverage.  Take,  for  ex.artiple, 
the  Thanksgiving  Game  Pep  Rally.'  ' 
Every  year  since  ■BLS''tV"opened  for  ' 


business,  its  reporting  has  given  the 
opportunity  to  seventh,  eighth  and 
ninth  graders  to  partake  in  the  fun, 
even  though  they  may  not  be  there 
physically.  Its  presence  at  the  Holi¬ 
day  Concert  every  winter  has  also 
helped  provide  more  good  cheer  to 
the  Christmas  season. 

But  why  do  it,  and  why  go 
through  all  that  trouble?  Producer 
and  broadcaster  Andrew  LeG- 
endre  (I)  explains  in  simple 
terms,  “We  don’t  want  to  read 
the  bulletin  anymore  than 
you  want  to  hear  it,  but  we  do 
what  we  have  to  and  add  what 
little  amusement  we  can  to  our 
morning  and  yours.”  Although 
some  students  respect  the  way 
BLSTV  is  choosing  to  run  the 
daily  morning  program,  other 
viewers  don’t  consider  the 
jokes  funny,  and  even  go  so  far 
as  to  label  the  acts  “publicity 
stunts”  that  are  used  to  draw 
attention. 

If you  ever  thought  there 
was  anything  too  crazy  for  live 
television,  think  again.  BLSTV 
has  done  it  all  and  it’s  not  even 
nearly  finished.  Composed 

_  mainly  of  juniors  and  seniors  as 

well  as  one  or  two  sophomores, 
BLSTV  is  always  on  the  lookout  for 
new  talent.  Interested  in  partaking 
in  the  fun?  Then  make  your  way 
down  to  a  club  meeting,  held  every 
Monday  after  school  in  the  TV  Stu¬ 
dio  (room  009).  Warning:  Potential 
candidates  can’t  be  shy! 

What  can  we  expect  to  see  from 
these  guys  in  the  future?  The  possi¬ 
bilities  are  endless.  As  of  right  now, 
being  the  only  news  station  at  this 
school,  BLSTV’s  continuing  domi¬ 
nance  of  the  Latin  School  airwaves 
is  incontrovertible.  As  anchorman 
Keith  Webber  (i)  likes  fd  sky,  “iSumus 
primil".  '  '  ■  ' 


If  there  were  a  Senior  Superlative  for 
“Most  Afemorable  Wilk,”  the  title  no  doubt 
would  go  to  Daniella  Colb.  Not  only  has  she 
perfected  her  strut — she  parades  through 
school  as  ifher  backpack  were  a  thing  ofbeauty 
and  high  feshion— she  does  so  completely  and 
utterly  tinconsdous^ 

The  same  could  be  said  for  her  musical 
talent  Daniellais  a  naturaHwm  musician.  Not 
only  tkoes  she  have  talent,  she  also  has  flair. 
When  Daniella  sings,  you^her  sing  drawn 
to  the  lull  ofher  voice,  die  steep  crescetKios  and 
soft  low  notes,  and  yourealize  quickly  that  she 
isavDcalistnotQnfy^ofextraordinaiytafciit,but 
of  extraordinary  passion  as  well 

This  ^I  is  no  stranger  to  die  micro¬ 
phone  or  stage.  Horn  a  veiyyoung  age,  thanks 
to  home  video  equipment,  she  took  center 
sta^  with  her  living  room  renditions  of  “Big 
Girls  Don’t  Qy”  It  was  musical  stardom  fiom 
titen  on:  throughout  elementary  and  middle 
school,  DaniellapartfopaEed  in  musical  theatre 
productions  and  Israeli  dance  festivals,  and  took 
piano  lessons  at  the  Brookline  Music  School 
Atonepoint,sheevenattendedBriti^%)ears’ 
smusic  camp  where  she  had  thegreat  pleasure 
(orpossil%  diqjleasure)  ofmecting  the  starlet 
when  the  latter  still  wore  clothes. 

In  ninth  grade,  Daniella  joined  Goqiel 
Choir  and,  purple-robed  and  bushy-tail^ 
haflehijah-ed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Brian 

Simmons.  She  instantly  found  her  niche  in  the 
Boston  Latin  School  music  department  The 
following  autumn,  she  joined  Show  Choir  and 
dw  Wilfettes,  in  whiA  she  current^  serves 
as  the  treasurer  and  the  leader,  r^pectively 
Daniella  is  especial^  enthusiastic  about  her 
experience  in  Show  Choit  “When  we  siiig 
and  dance  tqgethei;  whether  in  rehearsal  or 
down  the  senior  haDw^  I  am  alwrys  smilirig. 

I  can  certainfy  see  why  outsiders  might  find 
our  behavior  a  bit  irksome,”  she  laughs,  “{but] 

it  is  times  like  those  that  I  will  remember  after 

hi^  school  is  over.” 

The  Wilfettes  has  also  offered  Daniella 
the  rare  opportumty  to  arrange  her  favorite 
sori^,  such  as  Ani  DiFranco’s  “32  Flavors,”  for 
a  csppella  performance.  She  leads  the  grotqj 
with  Claire  Tecce  CD,  and  has  been  described 
as  a  lovable  “dominatrix”  by  Anneke  Schwob 
(D  for  her  enthusiastic  finger-snapping  (or 
"wh^ipin^’*)  at  concerts.  Outside  of  school, 
Daniella  is  the  lead  silver  in  a  jazz  ensemble 
at  the  Brookline  Music  School  She  also  was 

awarded  a  prestigious  summer  scholaish^  to 

the  Berklee  School  of  AIusic  for  her  impressive 
accomphshments. 

It  is  easy  to  take  one  glance  at  Daiaella’s 
musical  resume  or  her  infamous  gak  from  aftir 
and  assume  that  she  is  simply  a  ^tterheeled 
diva.  Quite  the  contrary  actualhr  While  Efanr 
ella  has  her  moments  of  dramatic  hysteria  (and 
who  doesn’t?),  she  is  one  of  the  most  compas¬ 
sionate  and  genuine  people  1  know— -alw^ 
wftliiig  to  lend  a  shoulder  for  her  friends  to  ay 
on,  inspiring  lau^ter  in  a  moment  of  misery 

In  the  end,  Daniella  is  a  musician  who 
possesses  a  deep  and  soulful  understanding  of 
her  art.  She  e,^lains,  “To  me,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  world  more  profound,  more  beautiful  or 
more  powerful  [than  music].  Singii^  reveab  a 
skIc  of  myself  that  would  otherwise  remain 
unseen  and  unheard." 
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El  Felon 


By  John  McKenna,  V 

Staff  Writer 


We  are  all  familiar  with  the  in¬ 
famous  Taco  Bell,  the  most  common 
Mexican  food  place  we  know  of,  but  may 
not  exactly  love.  We  are  all  familiar  with 
the  fact  that  Mexican  food  is  also  a  cheap 
way  to  fill  you  up.  Lately,  one  particular 
taqueria  is  kicking  Taco  Bell  inside  and 
“outside  the  bun,”  and  it  is  within  walking 
distance  from  the  Landmark  Center.  Its 
name  is  El  Felon  Taqueria.  You  may  not 
think  so  now,  but  once  you  go  there,  you’ll 
be  ready  to  do  the  Mexican  Hat  Dance. 

El  Felon  is  an  authentic  Mexican 
restaurant  that  plays  Spanish  music  and 
has  artifacts  from  all  over  Mexico,  par 
ticularly  items  from  the  Day  of  the  Dead, 
one  of  Mexico’s  most  famous  holidays. 
The  owner,  Nate  Walker,  has  pictures 
from  his  travels  across  the  world  hang¬ 
ing  on  the  back  wall,  which  get  you  in 
the  mood  for  chowing  down  on  world- 
famous  Mexican  cuisine.  The  tops  of  the 
walls  are  also  lined  with  Red  Sox  jerseys 
and  some  sports  memorabilia,  since  the 
restaurant  is  also  within  walking  distance 
of  Fenway  Fark. 

V. 


The  menu  includes 
tacos,  burritos,  quesadil- 
las  and  other  basic  items 
of  Mexican  cuisine.  El 
Felon  specializes  in  huge 
burritos,  one  of  which 
can  fill  a  hungry  senior 
after  school.  For  the  un¬ 
derclassmen  (particularly 
sixies),  prepare  for  left¬ 
overs,  or  bring  a  friend 
along  and  split  whatever 
you  order. 

I  especially  recom¬ 
mend  the  Came  Acada 
burrito,  which  is  grilled 
steak  with  Mexican  rice, 
refried  beans,  Monterey 
Jack  cheese,  lettuce  and 
mild  salsa  wrapped  in 
a  flour  tortilla.  If  beef 
isn’t  your  thing,  there  are 
also  chicken,  vegetarian 
(just  beans)  and  even  fish 
burritos.  And  if — God 
forbid — burritos  aren’t 
your  thing,  there  are  also 
tacos,  taquitos  (smaller 
tacos),  quesadillas,  fried 
plantains 
(fried  banan¬ 
as),  Mexican 
rice  and  much 
more.  Also, 
when  you  ol¬ 
der  your  food, 
be  sure  to  get  a 
cup  of  Aqua  de 
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Looking  for  a  change  of  scenery? 

Picture  yourself  with  a  new  view  of  life,  learning,  and  the  future. 
Imagine  a  spacious  and  welcoming  college  campus,  nestled  high  in  the 
hills  overlooking  Northern  California's  beautiful  Bay  Area.  Just  minutes 
from  exciting  San  Francisco,  and  a  short  drive  to  spec¬ 
tacular  California  beaches,  parks,  lakes,  and  mountains. 
Envision  attending  an  award-winning  university 
known  for  small  classes,  personalized  instruction, 
expert  faculty,  world-class  degree  programs  -  and 
more  than  1 2,000  students  with  dreams  and  determi¬ 
nation,  just  like  you.  •  Callfomla  Sute  University,  East  Bay  makes 
dreams  like  yours  a  reality  with  remarkable  affordability  and  one  of  the 
nation's  best  values  in  higher  education.  •  Applications  for  Fall  2006 
are  still  being  accepted.  Apply  today  online  at  wvvw.csueastbay.edu 
or  call  us  toll-free  at  1-866-9-THE  BAY. 


Erica  Trevino 

Cal  State  East  Bay  Student 
Major:  Business  Administration 
Dream:  Chief  Fkianctal  Officer 


Where  All  Your  Possibilities  Come  Into  Wew 


Jamaica,  a  cold  tea  made  from 
hibiscus  flowers  that  tastes 
like  cranberry  juice. 

Despite  their  size,  these 
belly-busting  items  are  pocket- 
change  cheap.  Burritos  cost 


about  $4,  and  just  about  every  item  is 
under  $6,  so  it  is  easy  to  dine  like  an  Aztec 
emperor  for  less  than  $10.  The  service 
is  also  nice;  burritos  are  prepared  faster 
than  Speedy  Gonzales  and  served  to  you 
as  you  sit  down.  There  is  also  free  hot 
sauce  available  upon  request  and  serve-ilr 


yourself  soda.  Also,  there  are  free  mints 
to  refresh  the  palate  as  you  leave. 

El  Felon  is  located  on  92  Feterbor 
ough  Street,  olFFark  Drive  in  the  Fenway. 
It  is  open  from  ii  a.m.  to  ii  p.m.  on  school 
days.  Be  prepared  to  see  a  lot  of  college 
kids  there.  Adios,  amigos! 


Comebacks,  Remixes,  and  the  New  Star 


The  Year  2005  in  Review 
Continued  from  13 

and  a  new  album,  ‘American  Idiot.”  The 
“American  Idiot”  song  itself  was  very 
successful,  while  “Boulevard  of  Broken 
Dreams”  reached  the  Billboard  Top  100, 
peaking  at  #8.  “American  Idiot”  is  decid¬ 
edly  more  po¬ 
litical  than  the 
band’s  earlier 
efforts,  with  at-  | 

tacks  launched  "" 

against  Cxeorge 
W.  Bush  and 
the  War  on  Ter 
rorism.  Green 
Day’s  “Ameri¬ 
can  Idiot”  was 
nominated  by 
the  Record 
Academy  for 
Album  of  the 
Year  in  2005, 
but  lost  to 
“Genius  Loves 
Company” 
from  Ray 
Charles.  How¬ 
ever,  it  did  win 
Best  Rock  Al¬ 
bum.  The  suc¬ 
cess  doesn’t 

stop:  “Boulevard  of  Broken  Dreams”  is 
now  being  nominated  for  Record  of  the 
Year. 

Mariah  Carey,  the  pop  diva  of  the 
1990S,  tarne  b^ck  vvith  a  bang  in  2005, 
after  the  failure  “Glitter'”  that  wg^  the 
singer’s  latest  effort  to  act.  Carey  aban¬ 


doned  her  once  popular  wide-ranging 
voice  evident  in  old  hits  “One  Sweet 
Day”  and  “Always  Be  My  Baby”  for  a  soft, 
breathy  style  in  the  popular  dance  song 
“It’s  Like  That,”  which  peaked  at  #36.  Al¬ 
though  her  album,  “The  Emancipation  of 
Mimi,”  was  called  “one  tough  cookie”  by 
the  online  newspaper  The  Guardian,  it  al¬ 


ADVISORY 


lowed  her  to  win  another  amazing  record: 
17  numberones  in  the  U.S.,  behind  only 
the  Beatles.  Her  recent  work  has  earned 
her  ei^t  (Jramijiy  qqminationsi  for  2006, 
,  including.  All^uin  of  the^arj  Record  of 
jjie.'Vfear  and  Song  of  the  Year, . 

Old  songs  made  comebacks  of  their 


own  in  2005,  including  a  remake  of  “Give 
a  Little  Bit”  by  the  Goo  Goo  Dolls.  Gwen 
Stefani’s  “Rich’Girl”  also  had  a  recycled 
feeling  to  it:  the  main  tune  and  lyrics  (“If 
I  was  a  rich  girl”)  are  actually  based  on  “If 
I  Were  A  Rich  Man,”  from  the  Broadway 
musical  Fiddler  on  the  Roof.  Nevertheless, 


the  Recording  Academy  has  recognized 
Stefani  with  five  nominations,  making  her 
one  of  Carey’s  top  competitors. 

The  eyei-pppulgf  .Li^h.  band  L2 
Bfou^t  hdme^the  most  awids  for  the 

'■  .O-PY’ '  f.'  'C  .''I'v'.  II' 

2,005  Gfammys:  Best  Rock, Performance 
by  a  Duo  or  Group  ’^th  a  Vbc^,  Best 


Rock  Song  and  Best  Short-form  Music 
Video  (for  “Vertigo”).  They  could  now 
beat  that  record,  with  nominations  in  five 
categories  for  the  2006  awards,  including 
Album  of  the  Yeai  (for  “How  to  Dismande 
an  Atomic  Bomb”). 

Other  recognized  artists  for  the 
Grammys  2006, 
which  will  be 
broadcast  on 
February  8  on 
CBS,  include 
Rob  Thomas, 
former  lead 
singer  for 
Matchbox 
20,  who  is 
the  nominee 
for  Best  Male 
Pop  Vocal 
Performance 
(for  “Lonely 
No  More”), 
and  the  Black 
Eyed  Peas, 
who  are  the 
nominees  for 
Best  Pop  Vocal 
Performance 
by  a  Duo  or 
Group  With 
a  Vocal  (for 
“Don’t  Lie”). 
The  Killers  and  the  White  Stripes  are 
contenders  in  the  same  category. 

The  year  2005  was  certainly  one  of 
’  the  most. engrossing  in  the  music, world, 

'  pa'siiy  acquiescing  to  nearly  all  jnusic 
fa^tes.  Hei;e’s  fo'hoping  that  2006  yvillBe 
fust  as  diverse!'  ‘ ' 
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Boys'  B-Ball  Advances  to  Tourney 


By  Sanchay  Jain,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


Once  again,  the  boys’  basketball 
team  has  advanced  to  the  State  Tourna¬ 
ment.  With  a  record  of  10-4  (7-3  in  the 
Dual  County  League),  the  Wollpack  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  in  good  shape,  with  6  more 
games  left  to  boost  up  its  ranking.  Boston 
Latin  School  qualified  for  the  tourna¬ 
ment  with  a  victory  over  Weston,  59-41, 
thanks  to  a  21-point  effort  by  co-captain 
Matt  Stone  (I).  With  the  Wollpack  trail¬ 
ing  early  on  in  the  match,  the  starting 
center  took  over  the  game,  with  a  quick 
eight  points,  including  two  three-point 
baskets.  With  eight  minutes  left  in  the 
first  half,  the  score  was  15-12,  and  Latin 
never  looked 
back. 

The  sea¬ 
son,  however, 
started  out  soui- 
ly  for  the  Wolf- 
pack,  as  it  played 
Newton  South 
High  School  at 
home.  Though 
the  Pack  initially 
had  a  lead,  New¬ 
ton  came  back, 
helped  out  by 
cold  Boston  Lat¬ 
in  shooting,  and 
took  possesion 
of  the  lead.  Latin 
School  mount¬ 
ed  a  comeback, 
however,  and  tied 
the  game  up  with 
a  three-pointer 
by  point  guard 
Greg  Maneikis 
(II).  StiU,  the  Li¬ 
ons  fought  back 
and  retook  the  lead  with  four  minutes 
left,  making  it  50-47.  Latin  would  cut 
into  that  lead,  but  tvith  37  seconds  left, 
the  Wolfpack  was  down  56-55,  with  a 
Lions  player  at  the  free  throw  line.  He 
made  his  basket,  but  back  at  the  other 
end,  Maneikis  got  fouled  and  he  nailed 
both  his  shots  to  send  the  game  into 


overtime. 

In  the  extra  session,  Boston  Latin 
came  out  to  a  62-59  lead,  but  then  lost 
it  after  four  free  throws  were  made  by 
the  Lions.  With  a  minute  left,  however, 
the  Wolfpack  seemed  to  have  control  of 
the  match,  leading  by  four  points  and 
it  looked  as  if  the  team’s  debut  would 
end  in  victory  Newton  South  managed 
a  basket  and  the  game  appeared  to  be 
over  as  Latin  dribbled  the  ball  back  to 
its  side  in  order  to  wind  down  the  clock. 
The  Lions,  however,  stole  the  ball  and 
scored,  forcing  a  second  overtime. 

In  the  second  extra  session,  it  was 
close  up  until  the  three-minute  mark, 
when,  unfortunately,  Maneikis  fouled 
out,  with  Latin  traifing  by  two.  Though 
the  Wolfpack 
valiantly  tried 
to  come  back, 
they  came  up 
short.  Newton 
South  took  the 
“W,”  80-73,  by 
a  deceptive 
seven-  point 
margin. 

After 
the  tough 
defeat,  Latin 
went  on  a  four 
game  winning 
streak,  includ¬ 
ing  a  one-point 
victory  against 
Lincoln-Sud- 
bury  at  home. 

In  that  game, 
starting  for¬ 
ward  Adam 
Fleischer  (I) 
and  guard 
Dylan  Consi- 
dine  (HI)  were 
out  with  injuries,  and  early  in  the  game, 
star  forward  Pat  Poulin  (I)  went  down 
with  an  ankle  injury  Maneikis  was  able 
to  summarize  the  match  best,  saying, 
“At  the  beginning,  it  was  17-3,  and  then 
before  you  knew  it,  it  was  tied,  and  the 
momentum  changed  real  quick.  In  the 
second  half,  it  was  a  dogfight.”  In  the 


final  moments,  Boston  Latin  held  a  three- 
point  lead,  only  to  have  it  tied  up  with  a 
minute  left  to  play.  Chidozie  Ibeabuchi 
(HI)  hit  the  go-ahead  bucket,  however, 
and  Christian  Onuoha  (IV)  saved  the 
game  with  a  spectacular  block  with  only 
II  seconds  showing 
on  the  clock.  After 
the  game.  Coach 
Robert  McNamara 
praised  the  efforts 
of  the  entire  team, 
but  particularly  the 
hustle  of  MacCalvin 
Romain-Laguerre  (II) 
in  the  second  half 
The  winning 
streak  was  finally 
snapped  against 
Swampscott,  but 
the  team  rebounded 
nicely  at  home,  beatr 
ing  non-Conference 
rivals  Boston  English 
and  Catholic  Memo¬ 
rial.  In  both  games, 

Fleischer  and  Consi- 
dine  were  back  in  the 
starting  lineup,  but 
Poulin  remained  out. 

The  Wolfpack  start¬ 
ed  off  on  top  against 
Enghsh,  but  the  lead 
was  slowly  chopped 
down  by  an  aggressive  press.  Four  travel¬ 
ing  calls  against  Enghsh  mixed  -with  some 
fast  break  plays,  however,  brought  the 
Wolfpack  up  38-25  by  halftime.  Coach 
McNamara  said,  “In  the  last  five  minutes, 
we  did  good.  Their  press  bothered  us  a 
bit.  But  when  we  started  to  press  them, 
it  worked  in  reverse.” 

From  there  on,  the  game  kept  its 
aggressive  edge,  but  towards  the  end, 
Latin  began  to  miss  free  throws,  allowing 
English  back  into  the  game.  Luckily,  Chi¬ 
dozie  was  able  to  hit  a  pair  with  Boston 
Latin  up  by  six,  and  they  held  on  for  the 
win,  71-65.  Despite  the  win.  Coach  Mc¬ 
Namara  was  not  exactly  impressed  with 
the  team’s  finish,  saying,  “The  foul  shoo^ 
ing  was  poor,  except  for  Chidozie.” 

In  the  CM  game,  it  was  the  Knights 


who  got  out  to  a  big  lead,  which  was  in¬ 
creased  to  II.  Thanks  to  a  three-pointer 
by  Zach  Macinnis  (I),  however,  Boston 
Latin  was  only  down  seven  at  the  half  In 
the  second  half,  Latin  School  began  to 
launch  a  comeback,  and  with  seven  min¬ 
utes  left  in  the 
game,  CM  was 
barely  hanging 
on  to  a  fourpoint 
lead.  The  leader 
of  the  comeback 
was  Robbie  Wal¬ 
ton  (III),  who  had 
two  steals,  one 
assist  and  four 
points  during  the 
comeback.  With 
Latin  still  down 
by  five  and  less 
than  two  minutes 
left  in  the  game, 
Maneikis  hit  a 
three-pointer  to 
narrow  the  gap  to 
two  points.  The 
Wolfpack  man¬ 
aged  to  send  the 
game  into  over 
time,  with  a  steal 
by  Walton,  who 
then  passed  it 
to  Onuoha,  who 
drilled  a  jumper. 

In  overtime,  it  was  aU  Boston  Latin. 
Maneikis  rallied  the  team  to  a  70-58  vic¬ 
tory  with  an  array  of  lay-ups  and  three- 
pointers.  Following  these  two  wins,  the 
Wolfpack  lost  at  Westford,  but  good 
news  had  come:  Pat  Poulin  was  back.  At 
home  against  Concord-Carlisle,  Poulin 
came  in  with  10  minutes  left  in  the  half 
and  Latin  School  up.  Almost  immediately, 
the  star  forward  went  on  a  shooting  tear, 
and  thanks  to  their  returning  co-captain, 
Latin  won,  58-46. 

The  Wolfpack,  however,  did  not 
have  much  luck  at  home  on  Friday  the 
13,  against  top-ranked  Bedford,  losing 
miserably  The  team  rebounded,  though, 
by  winning  against  Wayland  and  taking 
revenge  against  Newton  South  on  the 
road. 


Indoor  Track  Still  Trekking  for  a  Victory 

Brendan  MrCnv.  IT  (H),  Casey  Yuen  (HI)  and  O’T.pnohlin  ficBxir  _ T 1.  .  . 


By  Brendan  McCoy,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


This  year’s  indoor  track  season 
is  going  “very  well”  according  to  Head 
Coach  MichaeLMeagher;  that  thought 
has  been  echoed  by  many  of  the  runners 
I  talked  to.  The  team’s  0-6  record  is  not 
at  all  reflective  of  how  hard  eveiyone  on 
the  squad  works.  Records  do  not  mean 
too  much  to  anyone  on  the  team;  they 
just  want  to  run  and  prepare  for  their 
next  meet.  As  Meagher  said,  “As  long  as 
everyone  enjoys  it  and  keeps  working 
hard,  I’m  happy.”  This  is  Meagher’s  first 
year  coaching,  replacing  Ms.  Denise 
Pritchard.  “Ms.  Pritchard  was  a  great 
coach,  but  Meagher  has  been  an  excel¬ 
lent  replacement,”  said  captain  Caroline 
O’Laughlin  (II). 

The  team  practices  every  day,  rain 
or  shine,  either  inside  or  out  depending 
on  the  weather.  This  year’s  team  is  rela¬ 
tively  young,  with  many  freshmen  and 
sophomores  competing.  The  squad  has 
some  great  leaders,  including  a  small  but 
determined  group  of  seniors.  The  senior 
captains  really  encourage  the  younger 
runners  to  push  themselves  in  order  to 


(11),  Casey  Yuen  (HI)  and  O’Laughlin 
of  both  the  field  and  sprinting  events. 
Yuen,  whose  main  event  is  the  shot  put, 
is  a  true  example  of  the  young  spirit 
displayed  on  the  team.  He  is  the  only 


next  few  years,  the  Dual  County  League 
better  watch  out  for  us.” 

The  team’s  strengths  this  year  lie 
in  the  girls’  300-meter  and  the  boys’ 
i-mile.  Boston  Latin  School  has  always 


SENIOR  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GIRLS’  TI^C^^MPOSEBEFOR^VORKOOT 


sophomore  captain  in  recent  memory,  a 
post  usually  reserved  for  upperclassmen. 


specialized  in  distance  runs.  As  Matt 
Manning  (II),  future  cross-country  cap- 


results  come  in  the  longer  runs  due  to 
the  extra  preparation. 

Unlike  in  other  sports,  a  team’s 
record  in  indoor  track  does  not  affect 
its  runners’  chances  of  qualifying  for  the 
playoffs.  Instead,  the  best  individual  run¬ 
ners  will  compete  in  postseason  tourna¬ 
ments.  Boston  Latin  will  defimtely  bring 
some  runners  to  the  postseason,  and 
everyone  has  high  hopes  that  they  can  go 
deep  in  these  tournaments  and  possibly 
even  claw  their  way  to  States. 

The  DCL  has  been  known  to  be 
a  tougher  league  in  which  to  compete. 
Clashing  againSt  powerhouse  squads  such 
as  Lincoln-Sudbury,  Newton  South  and 
Acton-Boxboro  has  made  it  especially 
hard  to  string  together  a  winning  record. 
In  any  other  league,  the  team  would 
most  probably  have  won  at  least  two  or 
three  more  meets.  No  one  on  the  team 
complains,  however,  because,  as  Adeoye 
Owolewa  (HI)  said,  “to  become  the  best 
you  have  to  beat  the  best.”  Despite  its 
losing  record,  the  squad  remains  optimis¬ 
tic.  As  Gerry  Li  (II)  put  it,  ‘As  long  as  we 
all  keep  working  hard,  1  think  we  have 
a  solid  chance  of  wdnning  a  few  meets. 


f vP  '"1%  captains  c  ivuu  m  v  /,  gaming  exp^ience  now 
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Wrestling  Defends  Their  Domain 


By  Tim  Praia,  I 

Staff  Writer 


You  may  have  noticed  this  jolly  fellow 
not  for  his  striking  good  looks,  but  rather 
for  his  deafening  voice.  He’s  not  just  another 
foolish-looking  characterwith  golden  locks 
of  hair  roaming  the  hallways  (well,  he's  that 
too),  but  he’s  quite  the  wrestler  as  well. 
James  Roarty  has  started  off  this  year’s 
wrestling  season  ranked  seventh  in  the  state, 
and  has  kept  a  consistent  rank  in  the  top  lo 
all  season. 

I’ve  known  James  for  about  eight 
years  now,  even  before  we  headed  into 
Boston  Latin  School,  and  he  was  just  as 
energetic  back  then  as  he  is  now.  Granted, 
he  and  I  were  the  same  height  back  then, 
and  I  weighed  more  as  well,  but  he  has 
grown  fuller  and  taller.  We  met  during  our 
basketball-playing  days  in  Lfyde  Park's  com¬ 
munity  league,  and  he  still  jokes  with  me 
about  our  first  'oattle  in  the  courts,  as  his 
team  destroyed  mine.  Even  at  the  age  of 
lo,  he  was  beginning  his  famous  trademark 
“thumbs  up”  to  everyone,  and  starting  his 
foolish  antics  of  speaking  in  a  loud  voice. 

Now,  at  Boston  Latin,  he’s  the  c^tain 
of  the  wrestling  team,  a  starting  offensive 
lineman  and  linebacker  for  the  football 
team  and  a  loyal  friend.  Roarty  started  his 
wrestling  career  in  his  sophomore  year. 
Back  then  his  only  fan  was  his  Peter  Griffin 
look-alike  father,  at  one  of  the  three  home 
games  this  season,  he  got  agood  showing  of 
about  40  people  to  see  his  match,  in  which 
he  defeated  his  opponent  with  two  seconds 
left  in  the  match.  The  second  home  match 
was  quite  the  dissppointment  when  (Zon- 
cord-Cariisle  didn’t  even  put  in  a  wresder  to 
face  this  great  mass  of  a  man.  James  is  also 
a  recognizable  figure  at  his  wrestling  meets, 
not  for  his  voice  or  skills,  but  for  his  amazing 
Simpson  pajama  pants  that  he  thinks  brings 
him  good  hick. 

Now  James  Roarty  isn’t  just  all  about 
the  sports;  he’s  known  for  other  things.  For 
example,  he  has  a  job  as  a  tennis  instructor, 
and  maybe  you  have  heard  the  famous  leg¬ 
end  of  his  broken  hip.  James  teaches  tennis 
over  the  summer  at  the  Tenacity  Program 
in  I^de  Park  and  Roslindale.  He  spends  all 
morning  at  Macintosh  field  teaching  kids 
how  to  play  and  how  to  be  good  winners 
and  good  losers.  Right  after,  he  travels  to 
(jeoigc  Wright  Golf  Course,  where  there 
is  a  small  area  for  tennis,  and  continues  to 
teach  tennis.  James  is  not  ejcactly  sure  if  he 
wants  to  continue  his  career  in  the  sport 
this  year;  but  hell  make  up  his  mind  once 
the  season  begins. 

One  thingjames  is  sure  about  though 
is  how  he  broke  his  hip  back  in  shoe  year. 
The  l^end  originally  started  when  a  teacher 
overheard  a  conversation  and  mistakingly 
believed  that  he  had  broken  it  playing  ten¬ 
nis.  I’m  here  to  set  the  record  straight, 
because  I  know  exactly  what  happened; 
he  broke  his  hip  playing  basketball  with 
a  couple  of  buddies  in  Hyde  Park.  Still,  it 
was  comical.  He  was  going  for  a  ball  that 
was  going  out  of  bounds,  when  he  had  no 
chance  of  getting  it  anyw^. 

James  Roarty — the  name  itself  being 
rather  comical  for  me — is  a  friend  I’ll  be 
sure  never  to  forget.  He’s  my  best  friend, 
he’s  j’ii”,  he  has  golden  lo9ks  of  hair,  he’s  a 
good  guy  who  loves  to  laugjh  aj^  ladies,.^ 
of  right  now,  he’s  single! 


By  Michael  Baskin,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


A  crowd  of  such  great  magnitude 
is  not  frequently  seen  by  Wolfpack  wres¬ 
tling,  but  as  the  preliminary  JV  matches 
played  out,  the  crowd  quickly  filled  the 
home  team  bleachers.  Wednesday,  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  second  to  last  home  meet  for  the 
seniors,  each  of  whom  drew  his  or  her 
own  cheering  section.  The  assembly 
included  the  stalwart  staple  of  parents 
(a  family  outing  of  the  everpresent 
Speichers,  Tompkins  and  of  course  se¬ 
nior  James  Roarty 's  father),  former  wres¬ 
tlers  (Keith  Webber  (I),  former 
team  captain  Brian  Nowak  and 
the  O’Brien  parents)  and  new 
fans  of  the  sport.  The  far  less 
exciting  Concord-Carlisle  team 
could  not  muster  such  a  fervent 
gathering. 

A  raucous  applause  cut 
the  idle  chatter  as,  in  a  brilliant 
flash  of  new  purple  jackets, 
the  Varsity  wrestlers  took  to 
the  mats.  Led  by  senior  Stefan 
Kaluziak  and  the  charismatic 
captain  Roarty,  the  team  ran 
through  a  coordinated  series 
of  warm-ups  and  drills  before 
huddling  in  the  center  for  what 
appeared  from  afar  to  be  a  very 
rousing  speech. 

Although  the  match  start¬ 
ed  at  the  130  lb  weight  class,  the  real 
fun  began  when  the  dashing  captain, 
Benjamin  “Spyder”  Speicher  (II),  took 
over  at  the  140  lb  weight  class.  A  guy  so 
quick  as  to  have  had  a  move  named  after 
him  by  his  sophomore  year,  the  Spyder 
swiftly  took  down  his  opponent  to  gain 
an  early  lead.  Speicher  continued  to 
rack  up  points  with  showy  escapes  and 
devastating  take  downs.  His  opponent 
desperately  tried  to  hold  the  Spyder,  but 
this  only  resulted  in  two  extra  points  for 
illegal  locked  hands  in  favor  of  our  noble 


captain.  In  the  third  period,  his  oppo¬ 
nent  gained  his  first  point  for  an  escape. 
Speicher  punished  him  for  this  with  a 
brutal  Fireman’s  Takedown  that  involved 
flipping  the  Concord-Carlisle  wrestler 
over  his  back  so  that  the  the  latter’s  feet 
could  only  reach  for  the  ceiling  before 
being  slammed  onto  the  mat.  Brilliantly 
capitalizing  on  his  advantage,  Speicher 
gracefully  turned  his  opponent,  scoring 
his  final  points  in  an  awe-inspiring  ii-i 
victory  that  fully  displayed  the  results 
of  the  hands-on  coaching  techniques 
employed  by  Coach  Jeff  Gibbons. 

The  next  crowd  favorite  came  onto 


the  mat  at  the  155  lb  weight  class.  Vic¬ 
tor  Munoz  (II)  wasted  no  time  against 
his  opponent  with  an  immediate  take¬ 
down  followed  by  a  pin,  earning  his 
team  a  much-needed  six  points.  He  was 
followed  by  Garo  Yessayan  (II),  whose 
match  brought  much  of  the  crowd  to  its 
feet.  Taken  down  early,  Yessayan  fought 
back  with  a  series  of  reverses.  By  the 
beginning  of  the  third  and  final  period, 
the  score  was  tied  at  9-9  and  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  was  tense.  Refusing  to  lose  his 
cool,  Yessayan  began  the  period  down, 
only  to  make  a  stunning  reverse  and  then 


pin  his  opponent  with  a  cool  one  minute 
left  on  the  clock. 

Concord-Carlisle  could  not  fill  its 
weight  classes,  so  captain  Roarty  was 
left  with  no  one  to  wrestle.  Bearing  the 
disappointment  like  a  true  leader,  Roarty 
took  the  other  team’s  forfeit  to  a  full- 
hearted  round  of  applause  from  all  those 
who  showed  up  specifically  to  see  him. 
As  the  ninth-ranked  wrestler  in  the  state 
for  the  189  lb  weight  class,  he  was  sure 
to  have  put  on  a  show.  Ryan  Tompkins 
(II)  took  another  forfeit  as  the  bleachers 
thumped  to  a  Polish  chant  of  “Jestesh 
Bogem”  for  Kaluziak. 

Kaluziak’s  opponent 
looked  puny  in  comparison  to 
the  rippling  muscles  and  pure 
brawn  that  roped  in  so  many 
of  the  ladies  of  the  Wolfpack’s 
faithful.  In  classic  style,  Kalu¬ 
ziak  made  short  work  of  his 
opponent  with  a  powerful 
Bulldog  take-down  that  put 
his  opponent  straight  on  his 
back  for  a  win. 

Unfortunately,  Kaluz¬ 
iak’s  victory  was  made  bit¬ 
tersweet  by  the  eventual  loss 
g  of  the  team  in  the  overall 
S  match.  The  eloquent  Coach 
I  Gibbons  expressed  his  grati- 
§  tude  to  the  seniors  Roarty, 
Kaluziak,  Claudia  Chauca  and 
Jen  Chan,  while  looking  ahead 
to  the  promising  younger  wrestlers  em¬ 
bodied  in  Sam  Breimer  (III)  and  his  crew. 
The  boys  and  girls  ofWolfpack  Wrestling 
have  literally  run  to  the  tops  of  moun¬ 
tains  for  their  school,  and  the  school 
came  out  to  show  its  appreciation  that 
crisp  Wednesday  eve.  For  those  of  you  so 
unfortunate  as  to  miss  it,  the  season  is  far 
from  over  for  the  Pack.  Captain  Roarty 
is  always  ready  with  a  date  and  time  for 
any  meet,  while  captain  Speicher  has 
only  one  thing  to  say:  “PROTECTTHIS 
HOUSE!” 


BLS  Boys  Swimming,  Not  Sinking 


By  Michela  DeSantis,  I 

Staff  Wrter 


Who  knew  what  a  complete  change 
a  team  could  undergo  in  one  year?  Last 
year  the  boys’  swimming  team  finished 
5-9  and  ranked  ninth  out  of  the  J2  teams 
competing  in  the  Dual  Ckmnty  League. 
Now  halfway  through  the  season,  the 
team  is  6-4.and  expected  to  win 
a  few  more  meets.  The  team  is 
doing  much  better  than  it  has  an¬ 
ticipated  going  into  the  season.  At 
this  rate,  it  should  finish  fourth  or 
fifth  in  the  DCL,  much  better  than 
in  previous  years.  Captain  James 
Mealey  (I)  commented,  “We’re 
going  to  end  this  season  with  the 
best  record  this  team  has  had  in 
years.  Things  are  really  just  starts 
ing  to  take  off.  With  the  loss  of 
only  two  seniors  next  year,  Wyatt 
Crane  and  myself,  there’s  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  in  another  year 
or  two  this  team  will  be  giving  the 
current  svidmming  powerhouses  a 
run  for  their  money.” 

Although  the  team  is  having  a  great 
season  so  far,  it  has  had  minor  setbacks. 
Junior  captain  Ian  Kapuza  noted  that 
the  team  has  only  “lost  meets  we  knew 
we  were  going  to  lose,  those  being  to 
Weston,  Wayland,  Lincoln-Sudbury  and 
Natick,  We 'v^.  beep  berweeji  a,  rock  ^d 
a  hard  place  going  into  a  few  meef^.spcb 
as  people  not  showing  up.  But  we’ve  come 


together  and  people  are  swimming  more 
events  than  they  normally  would  in  order 
to  edge  out  the  win.” 

Every  team  has  its  hardships,  but 
these,  aren’t  stopping  this  team  from 
niaking  it  to  sectionals  and  states.  So  far, 
the  team  already  has  three  relay  teams  in 
the  sectionals,  which  is  automatic.  For 
individuals  to  qualify  for  sectionals  and 


THE  BOYS  HUDDLING  TOGETHER  FOR  A  GROUP  SHOT 


states,  however,  they  must  beat  a  certain 
time  in  a  specific  event.  Already  quali¬ 
fied  for  states  are  Edwin  Angjeli  (VI)  for 
the  200-meter  individual  medley  and  the 
200-meter  freestyle  with  times  of  2:14.16 
and  1:57.14  respectively,  and  captain  Chris 
Coombs  (II)  for  the  loo-meter  butterfly 
Vith^a  timy  qf  b:j9.8i.,  Havijig  qvialijied  anxip.ustp  sec  how  they  will  finish  in  the 
for.^tates,  th^  two  ^sq,  becqme  autqmatj-  CCLstandings  as  well  as  in  the  sectional 
calfy  quaiiried  for  sectionals.  In  addition  and  states  races. 


to  Angjeli  and  Coombs,  another  sectional 
qualifier  is  David  Yazbeck  (IV)  for  the 
loo-meter  breast  stroke.  As  described  in 
a  previous  boys’  swimming  article,  Angjeli 
is  a  “great  pickup”  and  strong  swimmer. 
“The  Phenom,”  as  his  teammates  have  so 
aptly  dubbed  him,  is  only  a  sixie  but  has 
already  qualified  for  states  in  two  events. 
The  team  hopes  to  see  great  achievements 
from  him  in  the  years  to  come. 

With  more  talented  swim- 
mers..th'an  in  past  years,  and 
despite  the  pressure  to  keep  win¬ 
ning,  the  team  makes  sure  to  also 
have  fun  and  enjoy  practices  and 
meets.  The  swimmers  seem  to 
perfectly  balance  work  and  play 
Kapuza  stated  that  “the  season 
so  far  has  been  great.  We  have 
^  really  come  together  as  a  team, 
much  more  so  than  last  year. 
This  year,  everyone  is  pulling 
their  weight  in  the  meets  to  get 
S  the  points  where  we  need  them.” 
Hopefully  the  team  will  finish 
off  the  last  quarter  of  the  season 
strongly  and  perhaps  send  more  swimmers 
to  both  sectional  and  state  tournaments. 
From  cheering  on  fellow  teammates  in  the 
middle  of  a  race  to  goofing  around  on  bus 
rides  that  never  seem  to  end,  the  season 
has  proved  memorable  thus  far.  This  year’s 
swimmers  are  exceptional  and  they  are 
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Girls'  B-ball  Playing  Hearts  Out  ?  Mai^a  Donnelley 


By  Chius  LaFortune,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Coach  Bennie  Myers  is  pushing 
his  team  to  the  limits  of  its  abil¬ 
ity.  The  Boston  Latin  School  girls' 
basketball  team  has  certainly  played 
its  hardest.  Although  it  may  be  My¬ 
ers’  last  season 
coaching  here  at 
the  school,  de¬ 
termination  and 
spirit  is  at  an  all- 
time  high. 

To  some, 
it  may  seem  as 
if  the  team  is 
struggling  with 
a  1-13  record, 
but  to  the  ac¬ 
tual  members, 
it  is  quite  the 
opposite.  Their 
good  attitudes 
are  due  to  their 
immense  opti¬ 
mism  and  win¬ 
ning  mentality. 

Liz  Tran  (II),  the 
student  manager 

of  the  team  says,  “Coach  Myers  gives 
encouraging  halftime  speeches  that 
are  really  inspiring.  That  fires  them 
up,  and  because  of  that,  they're  always 
ready  to  come  back.” 

It  is  also  amazing  to  see  the  level 
of  maturity  that  Myers  inspires  in  the 
players.  The  team  isn't  looking  back, 
except  to  learn  from  its  previous  mis¬ 
takes.  Tran  reiterates,  “Coach  Myers 
knows  that  as  the  team  progresses 
further  and  further,  the  games  will 
only  get  tougher.  He  believes  that  the 
girls  need  to  have  a  winning  attitude 


and  that  they  will  win  eventually.  This 
is  the  message  that  he  tries  to  pass  on 
to  the  team.” 

The  three  senior  co-captains, 
Cassie  Kull,  Maura  Donnelly  and 
Meghan  O'Donnell,  are  the  motivat¬ 
ing  forces  behind  the  squad,  both  on 
and  off  the  court.  Tran  states,  “Their 


GIRLS'  BASKETBALL  TEAM  HUDDLES  AROUND  COACH  BENNIE  MYERS 


basic  responsibilities  include  making 
connections  and  encouraging  play¬ 
ers — in  a  simple  phrase,  keeping  the 
team  together  and  devoted  towards  a 
common  goal.”  Being  a  team  captain 
also  appears  to  be  an  exhilarating  ex¬ 
perience.  O'Donnell  went  on  to  say, 
“As  captains,  we  have  more  leadership 
obligations.  We  do  give  pep  talks.  We 
get  the  team  pumped  up  and  we  keep 
them  pumped  up.  I  just  love  having 
the  responsibility.” 

The  other  starting  players,  Lisa 
Palladino  (I)  and  Kasey  Preskenis 


(III),  are  two  of  the  more  consistent 
role  players  on  the  team.  Palladino,  in 
particular,  has  been  known  to  knock 
down  many  shots  from  beyond  the 
three-point  arc. 

Kull  believes  the  fact  that  the 
senior  class's  reputation  as  a  tight-knit 
group  immensely  strengthens  the  rela¬ 
tionship  among 
the  captains,  as 
well  as  those 
with  the  other 
team  mem¬ 
bers.  “We're 
more  driven 
this  year.  We're 
pushing  more, 
and  there's  just 
a  lot  more  ener 
gy  this  season,” 
says  Kull. 

Some 
incredible  ex¬ 
periences  have 
also  come  out 
of  their  great 
dedication  and 
will.  Says  Kull, 
“My  most  mem- 
orable  game 
was  against  Wayland.  We  were  down 
by  30,  but  after  the  second  half,  it  was 
amazing.  We  got  ourselves  together 
during  the  half,  and  we  were  just  so 
unified.  We  came  out  and  cut  the  lead 
all  the  way  down  to  seven.  It  was  just 
really  inspiring  to  see.”  One  of  the 
truly  admirable  aspects  of  the  team  is 
the  abundance  of  faith  and  determi¬ 
nation.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these 
girls  will  continue  to  show  themselves 
as  both  a  hardworking  and  committed 
team  as  well  as  a  remarkable  group  of 
individuals. 


Girls'  Hockey  Climbing  Ranks 


By  Paul  Brideau  Jr.,  in 

Staff  Writer 


Over  the  past  several  years,  girls’ 
hockey  has  become  one  of  the  few  teams 
Boston  Latin  School  expects  to  have 
double-digit  wins  and  be  a  competitive 
playoff  contender.  At  the  beginning 
of  this  season,  however,  it  seemed  as 
though  this  team  might  not  live  up  to 
those  expectations.  With  a  record  of 
2-3-0  following  the  first  five  games,  the 
team  was  frustrated,  but  knew  it  could 
accomplish  great  things  this  season.  As 
starter  Ann-Marie  Elvin  (III)  explained, 
“We  knew  that  people  had  high  expec¬ 
tations  of  us  because  we  usually  have 
very  good  teams,  so  we  weren’t  satis¬ 
fied  with  being  2-3.  Although  we  lost  to 
three  good  teams  all  in  close  games,  we 
still  lost.” 

The  team  knew  it  couldn’t  allow 
this  sub-.joo  mark  to  stain  its  reputa¬ 
tion.  As  a  result,  even  though  it  is  merely 
mid-season,  it  is  well  on  its  way  to 
another  playoff  appearance.  As  of  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  after  a  seven-game  mid-season 
winning  streak  that  brought  the  girls’ 
record  to  9-3-0,  they  only  need  to  win 
one  of  their  seven  remaining  games  to 
clinch  a  playoff  spot.  Co-captain  Amy 
Kotowski  (I)  commented  on  this  amaz¬ 
ing  turn-around  by  saying,  “I  think  we 
just  got  off  to  a  rough  start.  We  were  not 
settled  into  playing  with  one  another 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  now 
there  is  a  lot  more  communication  and 
everyone  is  really  into  the  games.” 

The  game  played  ,on  January  24 
at  Northeasfern  University’s  AJattlieWs 
Arena  was  the  most  recerif  win  bn  the 


team’s  streak,  a  testament  to  its  deter 
mination.  The  game  was  against  Ando¬ 
ver,  a  team  that  defeated  the  Wolfpack 
in  the  first  game  of  the  season.  As  Elvin 
explained,  “We  were  seeking  revenge.” 

In  the  first  period  of  this  game, 
Andover  found  too  many  opportunities 
to  score,  but  the  stellar  performance  of 
the  2005  DCL  All-Star  goalie  Siobhan 
Elvin  (V)  kept  opponents  from  scoring 
for  the  majority  of  the  period.  Andover’s 
inevitable  first  goal  was  scored  with 
time  running  out  in  the  first.  Andover’s 
aggression  didn’t  end  there.  The  team 
scored  with  nine  minutes  left  in  the 
second  period  and  continued  to  take  a 
great  number  of  shots  on  goal.  Finally, 
Latin  School  center,  Kathleen  Roche 
(III),  scored  her  first  goal  of  the  night 
with  three  minutes  remaining  in  the 
period,  but  Andover  quickly  struck 
again  with  25  seconds  on  the  clock  with 
a  one-on-one  breakaway. 

Latin  School  entered  the  third  pe¬ 
riod  down  3-1,  the  final  score  of  its  first 
match-up  with  Andover.  Roche’s  sec¬ 
ond  goal  of  the  night,  however,  cut  the 
deficit  in  half  after  only  three  minutes 
into  the  the  period.  Another  goal  tied  it 
with  only  4:40  remaining  on  the  clock 
to  complete  her  hat  trick.  Nonetheless, 
this  excitement  faded  when  Andover 
scored  again  two  minutes  later,  making 
the  chance  at  a  win,  or  even  a  tie,  seem 
unlikely.  The  clock  continued  to  wind 
down  until  it  showed  under  a  minute 
left.  Then,  with  54  seconds  left  to  play, 
Roche  scored  her  incredible  fourth  goal 
to  tie  the  game.  A  tie  appeared  certain 
until  an  imp64sibl6  [^al  wajs  scoted  by 
Kolbws'ki.with  bhly'33'’secb'nd^’  feih'airi- 


ing  to  seal  an  inconceivable  win,  sending 
Andover  on  what  must  have  been  a  long, 
frustrating  bus  ride  home.  Concerning 
her  last  goal  Kotowski  said,  “You  don’t 
really  think  about  it,  you  just  react  to 
whatever  happens.” 

This  game  is  a  perfect  example 
of  how  all  the  parts  of  the  team  work 
impressively  together  as  they  have  all 
season.  Jayme  Deflurin  (III)  praised 
her  teammates’  performances,  saying, 
“I  thought  Roche  played  incredible.  I’ve 
never  seen  her  play  so  hard.  She  wanted 
this  game  more  than  anyone.  Ann-Marie 
consistently  plays  awesome.  She  has  so 
much  natural  talent  and  lives  to  play 
hockey,  and  our  team  would  be  nothing 
without  Siobhan.” 

As  long  as  defensive  perform¬ 
ers  such  as  the  Elvin  sisters  and  Liz 
Balaconis  (I)  continue  to  protect  well 
against  breakaways  and  keep  the  op¬ 
position  off  balance,  they  should  keep 
the  team  in  contention  every  game. 
Also,  offensive  powers,  such  as  centers 
Kotowski  and  Roche,  and  senior  wings 
Samantha  Morrissey  and  Jill  Mahoney, 
can  score  goals  at  any  moment,  mak¬ 
ing  any  lead  insurmountable.  With  the 
team’s  determination  and  great  talent, 
its  continued  domination  for  the-rest  of 
the  season  seems  certain,  a  domination 
that  may  carry  well  into  its  inevitable 
playoff  run. 

If  you  haven’t  already  attended 
one,  going  to  a  girls’  hockey  game  is  a 
must.  The  squad  recently  won  a  home 
game  against  Fontbonne  in  South  Bos¬ 
ton  and  the  remainder  of  the  schedule 
can  be  found  bri  the  Boston  Latin  School 
website.  '  '  '  . 


By  Meghan  0'Donne3Ljl,  I 

CoNTRiBuriNC  Whiter 


Maura  Catherine  Donnelly  To  most 
she’s  simply  “Beans,”  but  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  simple  about  this  amazing  girl. 
Beans  grew  up  in  West  Roxbury  and  at¬ 
tended  St.TTieresa  Elementary  School  She 
has  played  a  multitude  of  sports.  As  a  little 
kid,  she  began  swimming  at  the  YMCA 
and  played  for  Parkway  youth  soccer.  As 
she  grew  older,  she  joined  the  CYO  and 
WRCC  softball  leagues.  Even  thoug^i  she 
has  succeeded  in  every  sport  she  has  tried 
(she  is  one  of  THOSE  kids),  the  sport  she 
has  the  greatest  love  for  is  basketball  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  Maura  at  fundamen¬ 
tals  for  basketball  at  the  WRCC  in  second 
grade.  Ever  since  then  we  have  played  on 
the  same  or  opposirg  teams.  Everyone  in 
our  league  knows  of  Maura  and  no  one  ever 
wants  to  cover  her.  Everyone  knows  how 
nasty  she  is. 

When  arriving  at  Boston  Tarin  School 
in  the  seventh  grade.  Beans  and  I  both  tried 
out  fiar  the  freshman  basketball  team.  From 
the  beginning,  her  skills  shone  throng  As 
a  freshman  she  moved  up  to  varsity  and 
became  the  starting  pioint  guard,  a  position 
she  has  held  for  the  past  four  years.  She  is 
known  as  an  awesome  defender  and  is  also 
known  for  having  a  “sick”  shot.  Whenever 
we  have  a  close  game,  the  team  is  confident 
that  Beans  will  nail  a  clutch  three-pointer 
to  pull  the  game  close.  We  could  be  down 
by  30  points  with  one  minute  left,  but  she 
would  never  give  up.  She  consistently  gives 
it  her  all  until  the  sound  of  the  buzzer.  She 
has  been  an  incredible  captain  for  the  girls’ 
basketball  team  for  the  past  two  years,  lead¬ 
ing  by  example.  Luckily  for  the  team,  Maura 
doesn’t  take  basketball  seriously  all  the  time. 
Whether  she’s  throwing  out  her  hilarious 
one-Uners,  dancing  around  the  locker  room 
or  singing  during  practice  (usually  the  team’s 
favorite,  “Oh  I  think  they  like  me”),  she 
makes  the  rest  of  the  team  hold  its  sides 
with  laughter. 

Basketball  is  not  the  onfy^  sport  Maura 
plays  for  Latin  School.  She  runs  strong  for 
the  cross-country  team  and  is  an  amazing 
center  fielder  in  softball.  On  top  of  balanc¬ 
ing  three  varsity  sports,  Maura  has  received 
foperb  grades  since  the  seventh  grade  and 
even  plays  the  clarinet  (wonderfully  I  might 
add)  for  the  Latin  School  senior  concert 
band. 

On  and  off  the  court,  Maura  is  never 
selfish.  For  example,  she  devotes  her  time 
to  coaching  little  fifth  and  sixth  grade  girls 
how  ft>  play  basketball  She  teaches  them 
not  only  valuable  skills,  but  also  the  value 
of  teamworic.  During  summers,  Maura  is  a 
camp  counselor  for  three  to  fiveyeai-olds. 
As  (Zatherine  Porter  ®  says,  “Maura  is  one 
of  the  best  people  to  work  with.  Not  only 
is  she  wonderful  with  the  kids,  but  also  to 
the  other  counselors,  and  whenever  one  of 
the  kids  has  an  accident,  we  turn  to  Maura 
and  she  fixes  the  problem  with  no  questions 
asked.  She’s  just  a  titxqier.” 

Most  importantly  Maura  is  one  of  the 
nicest  and  most  loyal  friends  any  one  could 
ask  for.  She  is  one  of  my  very  best  friends 
and  I  am  so  lucky  to  have  her  there  for  me. 
Lisa  Palladino  (I)  says  it  best,  “No  matter 
what  you  need,  Maura  will  do  anything  she 
can  to  make  sure  she  can'help  you  in  any 
waypdssible.  She’s  just  a’Svesonle.’’  ^ 
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Jim  Rice  Spurned  from  Hall  of  Fame... again 


By  Jimyfy  Chen,  I 

Staff  Wrotr 


What  is  a  baseball  discussion  with¬ 
out  controversy?  Even  after  the  Major 
League  Baseball  season  is  over,  drama 
once  again  strikes  the  world  of  baseball. 
This  time  it  is  off,  not  on,  the  field. 
Once  a  year,  certain  players  receive  the 
prestigious  honor  of  being  nominated 
for  a  spot  in  Cooperstown,  New  York 
to  be  enshrined  into  the  Baseball  Hall 
of  Fame. 

While  the  election  system  is  not 
perfect,  the  Hall  of  Fame  does  repre¬ 
sent  some  of  baseball’s  most  dominant 
superstars  since  its  creation  in  1936. 
One  major  flaw  in  the  Hall  of  Fame, 
however,  is  that  while  candidates  are 
going  up  against  one  another  in  votes 
cast  by  the  Baseball  Writers’  Association 
of  America,  they  may  never  have  faced 
each  other  on  the  field.  For  this  reason, 
whether  the  election  system  is  fair  be¬ 
comes  a  daunting  question.  With  this 
topic  on  hand,  Jim  Rice  comes  to  mind. 
Known  as  a  power  hitter  for  the  Boston 
Red  Sox  from  1974-1989,  Rice  has  been 
shunned  away  from  Cooperstown  for 


the  last  13  years. 

Because  of  the  long  time  period, 
many  people,  especially  Bostonians,  be¬ 
lieve  that  Rice  is  being  snubbed.  The  last 
decade  of  baseball 
has  been  stained 
and  tainted  by  the 
use  of  steroids,  a 
substance  seldom 
used  by  players  dur 
ing  Rice’s  career. 

Yet  players  such 
as  Mark  McGwire, 

Barry  Bonds,  Ra¬ 
fael  Palmeiro  and 
others  who  are  or 
will  be  introduced 
as  possible  candi¬ 
dates  have  attained 
their  status  be¬ 
cause  of  the  num¬ 
bers  they  gained 
over  the  years  by 
using  substance  en¬ 
hancements.  While 
Rice’s  career  numbers  don’t  match  up  to 
the  likes  of  Bonds  and  McGwire  in  the 
category  of  home  runs  and  slugging 
percentage  (not  many  do),  we  must  take 


into  consideration  the  time  period  in 
which  he  played  and  the  reputation  that 
Rice  held  over  opposing  pitchers.  This 
reason  alone  should  be  enough  for  Rice 
to  be  inducted  into 
the  Hall,  but  he  is 
not. 

Wth  his  13th 
nomination  being 
a  failure.  Rice  only 
has  two  years  re¬ 
maining  on  the  ac¬ 
tive  ballot  for  him 
to  nab  a  spot  into 
the  Hall  of  Fame. 
In  2006,  after  wait- 
ing  as  long  as  Rice 
had,  Bruce  Sutter 
finally  received  a 
call.  Being  a  “pure 
reliever”  for  Sut¬ 
ter  was  not  that 
impressive,  but 
by  mastering  the 
split-finger  fast¬ 
ball,  he  resurrected  his  own  career  and 
dominated  opponents  as  much  as  Rice 
did  as  a  batter.  Another  impressive  feat 
Sutter  managed  to  pull  off  was  the  fact 


that  he  never  started  a  game.  While 
many  believe  Rice  is  more  deserving, 
Sutter  does  not  fall  short  of  the  criteria 
people  look  for  in  an  inductee  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame.  Winning  the  Cy  Young 
Award  in  1979  and  leading  the  National 
League  in  saves  for  five  years  from 
1979-1984,  Sutter  revolutionized  the 
game  by  averaging  more  than  100  in¬ 
nings  per  season,  as  well  as  instituting 
a  new  pitch  into  the  world  of  baseball. 
While  the  stats  are  all  impressive,  the 
most  astonishing  fact  is  the  amount  of 
MVP  votes  he  would  receive,  a  number 
that  can  eclipse  the  total  of  all  present 
relievers  combined. 

Each  time  the  Hall  of  Fame  nomi¬ 
nations  come  around,  heated  discussions 
break  out,  and  for  Jim  Rice  to  not  be 
inducted  in  his  remaining  two  years 
would  be  a  travesty.  Even  if  baseball  were 
to  lengthen  the  time  period.  Cal  Ripken 
Jr.  and  Tony  G-wynn,  two  of  baseball 
most  loved  and  admired  players,  are  sure 
locks  in  2007.  To  say  the  least,  not  being 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  would  not  diminish 
Rice’s  career  or  what  he  did  in  a  Red  Sox 
uniform.  We,  the  diehard  Red  Sox  fans, 
will  always  appreciate  his  greatness. 


2006  Rose  Bowl  Good,  But  Not  Great 


By  Joseph  Bravoco,  I 

Staff  Writer 


When  the  final  seconds  of  this 
year’s  Rose  Bowl  counted  down  to  an 
unanticipated  Longhorn  victory  over  the 
dynastic  USC  Trojans,  sports  analysts  and 
college-football  fanatics  alike  witnessed  a 
championship  game  that  was  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  best  in  college  football 
history.  This  game  featured  dominating 
performances  from  the  quarterbacks  on 
both  sides,  with  Matt  Leinart  leading  the 
way  for  his  Trojans  after  passing  for  370 
yards  and  Vince  Ysung  tearing  up  the  field 
with  nearly  270  yards  on  the  ground.  With 
respect  to  the  game’s  overall  popularity 
and  attendance,  it  was  ranked  the  most 
watched  college  football  game  in  20  years. 
But  after  considering  the  uncharacteristic 
gamesmanship  of  Heisman  winner  Reggie 
Bush,  who  gained  a  mere  81  yards  on  14 
rushing  attempts,  is  it  still  reasonable  to 
believe  that  this  year’s  championship  game 
should  hold  a  spot  among  the  best  games 
of  all  time? 

Absolutely  not. 

Sure,  it  is  possible  to  say  that  the 
atypical  performance  and  athleticism  of 
Reggie  Bush  was  partially  or  even  com¬ 


pletely  overshadowed  by  the  breakthrough 
accomplishment  of  the  hard-nosed  USC 
alternate  running  back,  Lendale  White. 
Sure,  the  scores  demonstrate  the  high 
level  of  competitiveness  that  existed  be¬ 
tween  these  two  giants  of  the  gridiron. 
Sure,  the  combination  of  Pete  CaroU  and 
Mack  Brown  in  a  battle  of  coaching  wits 
and  football  strategy  has  not  been  seen 
since  the  earlier  days  of  Joe  Patemo  and 
Barry  Switzer.  So  how  can  this  game  not 
possibly  even  receive  the  consideration 
of  being  one  of  the  top  10  champion¬ 
ship  games  in  NCAA  history?  Simply 
put,  the  game  lacked  the  unforgettable 
characteristics  of  such  bowl  games  as  the 
1984  Orange  Bowl  between  Miami  and 
Nebraska,  which  is  widely  considered  to 
be  the  greatest  NCAA  Bowl  game  of  all 
time.  Many  adoring  fans  still  to  this  day 
remember  hearing  NBC  announcer  Don 
Criqui  say,  “This  is  for  the  National  Cham¬ 
pionship  for  Nebraska,”  as  the  Huskers 
lined  up  for  a  two-point  conversion  that, 
if  successful,  would  have  fulfilled  Criqui’s 
commentary  Fortunately  for  Canes’  fans, 
WR  Jerry  Smith  dropped  the  pass  of 
Heisman  winner  Turner  GUI,  and  victory 
was  sealed  for  Miami  after  their  recovery 
of  the  ensuing  onside  kick.  Above  all,  this 


was  what  a  top  10  championship  football 
game  should  look  like. 

So,  the  obvious  question  is:  what 
distinguishes  the  1984  Orange  Bowl  (along 
with  the  rest  of  the  unmentioned  top 
10  bowl  games)  from  this  year’s  highly- 
trumped  Rose  Bowl?  Moreover,  how  is 
it  possible  for  a  game  featuring  all  three 
Heisman  candidates  to  not  gain  outstand¬ 
ing  recognition?  Firstly,  the  Orange  Bowl 
featured  an  unbalanced  match  up  between 
a  well-known  Huskers  squad  and  a  relative¬ 
ly  obscure  Miami  Hurricane  team.  Many 
considered  the  1983  Nebraska  team  to  have 
been  the  greatest  of  all  time,  and  as  a  result, 
proudly  projected  an  aU-out  stomping  on 
the  unknown  Canes.  Contrary  to  the  pub¬ 
lic’s  predictions,  the  Canes  went  into  the 
Orange  Bowl,  defeated  the  Huskers,  and 
forged  one  of  the  greatest  football  stands 
in  sports  history.  Here,  the  underdog  was 
able  to  defeat  the  juggernaut,  a  scenario  in 
sports  that  is  knovim  to  receive  high  levels 
of  acclaim.  The  Texas-USC  game  did  not 
feature  the  underdog  element;  these  two 
teams  were  both  juggernauts  of  the  foot¬ 
ball  field,  and  one’s  defeat  over  the  other 
was  no  unimaginable  feat. 

Secondly,  the  inefficiency  of  Reg¬ 
gie  Bush’s  rush  attack  and  the  absence  of 


run-stopping  ability  on  the  part  of  USC’s 
defense  left  viewers  wondering  whether 
or  not  this  was  the  same  USC  team  that 
had  won  34  straight  games  in  the  past 
three  seasons.  Except  for  Matt  Leinart, 
who  showed  up  to  play  with  370  passing 
yards  and  a  compostire  typical  of  a  veteran 
quarterback,  the  rest  of  the  USC  appeared 
feckless,  lifeless  and  unsuited  for  the  big 
game.  Their  passion  drained  from  their 
arrogant  limbs  with  every  first  down  that 
Vmce  Yoimg  gained  on  the  ground.  Simply 
put,  use’s  performance  did  not  live  up  to 
the  projected  hype;  it  was  as  if  another 
squad  with  half  their  spirit  and  athletic 
talent  had  replaced  the  former  champions 
overnight.  After  aU,  whenever  the  Heis¬ 
man  winner  rushes  for  a  mere  82  yards, 
something  is  just  not  right. 

So,  in  retrospect,  despite  the  athletic 
theatrics  of  Vince  Young  and  the  record¬ 
setting  popularity  of  the  game,  the  2006 
Rose  Bowl  can  simply  not  be  placed  in  the 
category  of  legendary  top  10  bowl  games. 
Nevertheless,  it  will  be  remembered  as 
one  of  the  few  bowl  games  that  contained 
all  three  Heisman  trophy  candidates,  two 
Heisman  winners  and  featured  possibly 
the  most  closely  matched  teams  in  bowl 
history  Not  a  bad  way  to  go  out  in  style. 


Playoff  Loss  Tough  to  Swallow 


Patriots' 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Yts,  I  know,  it  is  a  feeling  none  of 
us  reading  this  column  is  used  to.  For 
those  of  you  living  in  a  cave,  the  Patriots 
have  lost  in  the  playoffs,  and  we,  as  their 
fans,  are  reduced  to  watching  unbiased 
football  on  these  late  January  Sundays. 
(Though  we  are  getting  a  kick  out  of  the 
beating  Denver  got  from  Pittsburgh,  we 
are  ultimately  more  depressed  by  the 
fact  that  these  low-life  Broncos  took  us 
out.)  In  any  event,  it’s  a  weird  feeling  not 
seeing  or  hearing  the  Pats  name  go  along 
with  the  words  “Super  Bowl.”  In  the  end, 
though,  even  after  seeing  the  terrible  and 
uncharacteristic  defeat  the  Pats  took  a 
few  weeks  ago,  I’m  not  all  that  sad  about 
or  down  on  the  Pats.  I  will  accept  one 
loss  out  of  to — even  if  it  was  a  bad  one, 
against  a  bad  team  that  shouldn’t  have 
happened,  but  we  won’t  get  into  that- — for 


the  Brady-Belichick  era;  I  will  also  accept 
the  three  rings  they  won  in  the  process 
of  accomplishing  that  record. 

After  the  first  Super  Bowl  win  in 
’01,  I  fell  victim  to  an  underapprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  superhuman  feats  that  this 
team  was  doing,  and  I  just  took  it  as  the 
norm.  But  now  I  realize  that  this  is  just 
as  amazing  as  Kobe’s  81  (though  not  on 
an  individual  leveD  or  any  other  football 
dynasty’s  achievements.  This  dynasty  is 
especially  remarkable  for  having  lasted 
under  the  salary-cap  era,  and  for  every¬ 
thing  it  does  to  protect  the  NFL  from 
these  Yankees-esque  teams  of  the  ’90s. 
As  for  the  dynasty  being  over,  I  don’t 
believe  it.  Quite  frankly,  I  think  we  will 
win  it  in  ’07,  making  it  four  out  of  six, 
which  sounds  really  nice  to  me. 

As  we  look  back  at  the  season  as 
a  whole  from  start  to.finishj  I  see  that 
it  was  quite  successful,  considering  the 
many  obstacles..  y\£tf  restarting  .it,  with 


new  offensive  and  defensive  coordina¬ 
tors,  then  losing  Rodney  Harrison, 
Richard  Seymour,  Corey  Dillon,  Kevin 
Faulk  and  so  many  others,  the  Patriots 
were  still  able  to  win  the  East  and  get  a 
home  game  in  the  playoffs.  This  season 
also  showed  what  Tom  Brady  is  capable 
of  in  the  passing  game  when  let  loose. 
This  season  he  uncorked  4,110  passing 
yards  and  26  touchdowns  with  a  QB  rat¬ 
ing  of  92.3.  These  are  great  statistics  and 
show  the  increase  in  performance  from 
Brady  over  his  tenure  since  taking  over 
for  Drew  Bledsoe  in  ’01.  These  stats  were 
especially  good  considering  the  drop-off 
in  the  running  game  that  occurred  this 
year. 

The  inability  of  the  Pats  to  estab¬ 
lish  that  dominant  running  game  of  a 
year  ago  was  ultimately  the  reason  for 
tijeir, demise  in^Denver  (not, to  iqention 
the  two  ipterceptipps  Bt^dy  tfitew),  The 
running  deficiency  will  .definitely  peed,  to 


be  assessed  in  the  off-season,  whether  it 
comes  via  trade,  free  agent  signing  or  Co¬ 
rey  Dillon’s  reemergence  as  the  dominant 
player  he  was  a  year  ago.  Another  sign  of 
success  through  obstacles  for  the  Pats 
this  season  was  their  adjustment  to  Eric 
Mangini  as  their  defensive  coordinator 
and  the  great  progress  they  made  over  the 
season  on  defense.  Next  season,  this  wfll 
create  another  obstacle,  however,  due  to 
Mangini’s  departure.  Although  the  Pats 
face  the  difficulty  of  adjusting  to  new 
coaching  again,  I  believe  they  will  prevail 
in  the  upcoming  season,  and  retain  their 
crown  as  the  dynasty  of  the  NFL  in  the 
twenty-first  century. 

As  of  now,  all  we  can  do  as  Patriots 
Nation  is  to  look  back  at  Super  Bowl  XL 
and  think  about  what  could  have  been. 
Still,  we  must  have  respect  for  the  new 
,  qhampions  and  hopefully  we’ll  be  watch¬ 
ing  the.Pats  on  the  NFEs,  biggest  satage 
a^ain  in  2007..  . 
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World  Gathers  in  Torino  for  Winter  Games 
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By  Paul  Pokaski,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


The  XX  Olympic  Winter  Games  wiU 
begin  this  Friday  in  Torino,  Italy.  Despite 
the  fact  that  these  games  are  fast  approach¬ 
ing,  most  sports  fans  are 
still  unaware  of  even 
where  the  games  are  be¬ 
ing  held.  Thus,  here  is  a 
preview  of  what  to  look 
for  during  the  Olympic 
fortnight. 

The  first  vital  as¬ 
pect  of  these  games  is 
its  location.  This  year’s 
games  are  being  held 
in  Torino,  more  often 
known  to  Americans 
as  Turin.  Torino  is  in 
northern  Italy,  at  the  foot  of  the  Italian 
Alps.  It  is  the  largest  city  ever  to  host  the 
Winter  Games,  surpassing  the  former 
record-holder.  Salt  Lake  City  Probably 
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the  most  famous  aspect  of  the  city  is  its 
industries.  If  Detroit  is  the  motor  city, 
Torino  is  /a  citta  del  motore,  because  it  is 
home  to  Italy’s  munber  one  carmaker.  Fiat. 
Torino  also  boasts  a  strong  sporting  tradi¬ 
tion.  Though  it  is  hosting  the  Olympics  for 
the  first  time,  Torino 
has  been  a  destina¬ 
tion  for  some  of  Italy’s 
greatest  skiers,  due  to 
its  Alpine  location.  In 
addition,  the  city  is 
home  to  Italy’s  most 
accomplished  soccer 
team,Juventus. 

The  Olympics 
head  to  Torino  from 
Salt  Lake  City  In  those 
games,  the  United 
States  had  what  might 
have  been  its  best  winter  performance 
ever.  In  2002,  the  Americans  won  a  total  of 
34  medals,  10  of  them  gold,  which  placed 
them  behind  only  perennial  powerhouse 


Germany  in  the  medal  count.  Yet,  as  good 
as  that  team  was,  the  2006  squad  has  the 
potential  to  be  even  better. 

At  the  forefront  of  this  promising 
U.S.  team  is  the  controversial  skier  Bode 
Miller.  Although  he  has  received  more  art 
tention  for  his  outlandish  quotations  that 
always  make  news,  one  must  not  overlook 
his  talents.  Since  he  became  the  first 
American  to  medal  in  the  Giant  Slalom 
in  2002,  Miller  has  won  three  World  Cup 
titles  and  four  World  Championship  golds. 
He  is  also  becoming  the  American  face  of 
these  games,  already  appearing  on  the  cov¬ 
ers  of  Time,  Sports  Illustrated  and  Newsweek 
magazines. 

Also  among  the  areas  of  strength  for 
the  States  is  long  track  speed  skating.  The 
squad  is  lead  by  Chad  Hedrick  and  Shani 
Davis.  In  2004,  Hedrick  won  the  World 
Allround  title  and  Davis  was  the  runnert 
up.  However,  2005  was  Davis’s  year;  he 
won  the  World  Allround  title  and  Hedrick 
finished  second.  The  U.S.  also  has  a  good 


short  track  team,  led  by  returning  medalist 
Apolo  Anton  Ohno,  known  just  as  much 
for  his  long  hair,  bandana  and  soul  patch 
as  he  is  for  his  incredible  speed. 

Still  the  best  sport  for  the  United 
States  may  be  snowboarding.  Since  it  be¬ 
came  an  Olympic  event  in  1998,  Americans 
have  dominated  the  sport  throughout  its 
brief  history  There  is  every  reason  to  ex¬ 
pect  this  to  continue  at  Turin.  At  the  sports 
premier  event,  the  Winter  X  Games,  United 
States  snowboarders  have  dominated  both 
the  halfpipe  and  snowboard  cross  events. 
Most  prominent  among  U.S.  boarders  is 
19-yeartold  Shaun  White.  The  talented 
redhead  has  just  become  the  first  man  to 
sweep  the  five-event  U.S.  Grand  Prix  of 
snowboarding.  For  him,  anything  less  than 
gold  would  be  a  disappointment. 

The  2006  Winter  Olympic  team  may 
just  be  America’s  best  ever.  Only  time  will 
tell,  however,  and  it  should  be  an  exciting 
two  weeks,  regardless  of  how  the  United 
States  fares. 


Celtics  Struggling  to  Reach  the  Playoffs 


By  Adam  Fleischer,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Believe  it  or  not,  another  team  ex¬ 
ists  here  in  Boston  whose  name  does  not 
have  to  do  with  those  loyal  to  a  country 
or  a  blood-colored  foot  garment.  What 
is  this  mystery  team  that  does  not  get 
equal  exposure  as  these  other  two?  one 
may  ask.  They  are  our  beloved  Boston 
Celtics,  the  green  and  white. 

It  is  an  indisputable  reality  that 
no  less  than  92  percent  of  people  here 
at  Boston  Latin  School  were  devastated 
when  the  Red  Sox  were  knocked  out  of 
the  playoffs,  or  when  our  beloved  Theo 
left  for  bigger  and  better  things  (wel¬ 
come  back,  by  the  way),  or  when  the  Pa¬ 
triots’  title  run  ended  with  a  loss  to  the 
Broncos,  or  when  the  talented  Patriots 
were  sporting  a  sub-par  record  midway 
through  the  season.  Well,  we  may  not 
have  witnessed  a  Celtics  playoffloss  yet, 
but  it  is  halfway  into  the  season  and  this 
talented  team  is  also  sporting  a  sub-par 
record.  But  no  one  seems  to  care. 

'Ves,  the  Celtics  are  inconsistent. 
Yes,  the  Celtics  lose  games  to  bad  teams 
when  they  clearly  should  not,  if  based 
on  nothing  else  but  talent.  Yes,  Head 
Coach  Doc  Rivers  seems  unable  to 
make  up  his  mind  as  to  who  deserves 
playing  time  and  in  which  situations. 
Yes,  Danny  Ainge,  Head  of  Basketball 


Operations,  is  still  only  receiving  mixed 
responses  from  the  media  and  fans.  Yes, 
the  Celtics  have  lost  more  games  than 
they  have  won. 

So  what?  The  team  may  be  incon¬ 
sistent,  but  all  that  means  is  that  on  any 
given  night  they  can  go  out  on  the  court 
and  not  only  lose  to  any  team,  but  beat 
any  team  in  the  league  as  well.  The  team 
is  young  (10  players  with  three  years  of 
experience  or  less)  and  exciting,  and 
although  Rivers  thus  far  has  had  an  un¬ 
predictable  rotation,  the  young  guys  of 
the  team  have  contributed  solidly  when 
given  the  opportunity.  Delonte  West 
and  Kendrick  Perkins  have  both  become 
regulars  in  the  starting  lineup,  while 
A1  Jefferson  and  Orien  Greene,  among 
others,  have  both  solidly  contributed 
as  well.  It  is  not  only  the  youth  of  this 
team,  however,  that  makes  it  exciting; 
veteran  leader  Paul  Pierce  is  having  a 
career  year  and  hoping  to  spark  a  win¬ 
ning  streak  for  the  Celts  that  would  get 
them  back  in  the  playoff  run. 

One  must  realize  that  such  a  no¬ 
tion  is  not  fartfetched.  Aside  from  the 
league’s  best,  the  Detroit  Pistons,  many 
would  agree  that  the  Eastern  Confert 
ence  is  once  again  only  the  Western 
Conference’s  little  brother.  Despite 
poor  play,  buzzertbeating  losses,  and 
continuous  ups  and  downs,  the  Celtics 
are  still  only  a  few  games  away  from  be¬ 


ing  not  only  one  of  the  top  eight  teams 
in  the  East  (thus  making  the  cut  for  the 
playoffs),  but  they  are  also  just  a  solid 
winning  streak  or  two  away  from  taking' 
the  lead  in  the  Atlantic  Division  of  the 
Eastern  Conference,  which  would  assure 
them  a  top  three  seed  in  the  playoffs. 

With  all  of  this  said,  it  is  still  a  defi¬ 
nite  possibility  that 
Celtics  will  contin¬ 
ue  their  downward 
spiral  and  be  unable 
to  turn  the  season 
around,  and  yet  I 
urge  you  not  to  lose 
hope  for  either  this 
year  or  the  future. 

But  hey,  you’re  all 
Red  Sox  fans,  so  you 
should  know  that, 
especially  with  such 
a  young  team,  even 
if  it  does  go  sour 
now,  there’s  always 
next  year. 

Other  NBA 
News  and  Notes: 

Los  Angeles  Lakers  star  Kobe  Bry¬ 
ant  scored  an  unprecedented  81  points 
in  his  team’s  122-104  win  against  the 
Toronto  Raptors  on  January  22.  This  was 
the  largest  number  of  points  scored  by 
a  single  player  since  Wilt  Chamberlain’s 
too  on  March  2,  1962,  and  the  second 


largest  ever.  Equally  as  incredible  as  the 
feat  itself  is  that  so  far  this  season,  in 
more  than  20  instances,  an  entire  team 
has  failed  to  score  81  points. 

New  York  Knicks  forward  Anto¬ 
nio  Davis  entered  the  stands  on  January 
18  in  Chicago  against  the  Bulls  when  he 
thought  that  his  wife  was  being  harassed 
by  a  fan.  The  fan 
denied  the  allega¬ 
tion  and  a  lawsuit  is 
pending.  Davis  was 
immediately  ejected 
and  subsequently 
suspended  for  five 
games. 

The  Detroit 
Pistons,  who  won 
the  NBA  Champi¬ 
onship  two  years 
ago  under  coach 
Larry  Brown  and 
were  led  back  there 
last  season  only 
to  lose  in  Game  7 
of  the  series,  are 
achieving  continued 
success  despite  the  absence  of  Brown. 
Under  new  coach  Flip  Saunders,  Detroit 
has  the  best  record  in  the  league  and 
once  again  looks  like  the  best  team. 
Meanwhile,  Brown  is  struggling  to 
reach  mediocrity  with  the  lowly  New 
York  Knicks. 


Pats  Look  to  Rebuild  for  a  New  Era 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  II 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


The  New  England  Patriots,  for  the 
first  time  since  2002,  wiU  not  be  Super 
Bowl  champions.  While  the  Patriots  may 
be  down  following  a  27-13  loss,  they  are 
certainly  not  out  as  they  will  look  forward 
towards  reloading  for  next  season.  Here  is 
a  checklist  of  items  Bill  Belichick  and  Co. 
will  need  to  attend  to  in  order  to  regain 
their  rightful  place  at  tops  of  the  NFL: 

I.  Fix  That  Secondary:  The  one 
Achilles  heel  of  the  Pats  was  their  in¬ 
ability  to  defend  against  top  pass  offenses 
throughout  the  regular  season.  Strong 
safety  Rodney  Harrison,  the  heart  and 
soul  of  the  defense,  along  with  cornert 
backs  Randall  Gay  and  Tyrone  Poole  were 
lost  for  the  year.  Key  acquisition  Duane 
Starks  became  the  worfet  fcbvei'cbrn'er'ih 
the  league,:  while  Michael  Stone;  James 
Sanders  and  Hank  Poteat  struggled  to 


plug  the  injuries.  The  secondary  has  a 
great  young  core  in  free  safety  Eugene 
Wilson,  along  with  corners  Ellis  Hobbs 
and  Asante  Samuel,  but  if  Harrison  doesn’t 
fully  recover  from  a  potential  careertend¬ 
ing  injury  then  Belichick  may  struggle 
to  replace  him.  Alternatives  are  available 
through  the  free  agent  market  (among 
them  former  Pat  Ty  Law)  and  in  the  NFL 
Draft  to  create  more  depth  on  a  txnit  that 
badly  needs  it. 

2.  Reggie  Bush  Anyone?  Though  the 
secondary  had  its  fair  share  of  injuries,  so 
did  the  offense,  in  particular  the  running 
game.  The  lack  of  a  healthy  backfield 
throughout  the  season  put  more  pressure 
on  Tom  Brady,  with  that  pressure  finally 
caving  in  on  Brady  against  the  Broncos. 
With  fullback  Patrick  Pass  out,  Corey 
Dillon  and  Kevin  Faulk  (one  fumble) 
A^'ete  uhable  fo  e'a'tiy'thls'ldsid  (>9  thfal 
yards  'rushing  -therefore'  forcing'  Bfady 
f b'  ^  fci  •  the '  dir  mote '  than  Ke  ■  hray  have 


wanted.  With  Dillon  more  injury-prone 
and  getting  older.  New  England  vi^  need 
to  acquire  a  younger  starting  back,  perhaps 
throi^  the  draft.  While  the  Pats  won’t 
have  the  opportunity  to  draft  USC  stud' 
Reggie  Bush,  they  may  have  a  better  shot 
to  perhaps  move  up  in  picks  and  acquire 
Bush’s  counterpart  at  USC,  LenDale 
White.  White  is  a  player  who  has  the 
heart  and  durability  to  become  a  star  in  the 
league  while  maturing  in  a  backup  role. 

3.  Beat  the  Salary  Cap  Restrictions 
and  Restock  the  Receiving  Corps:  The 
salary  cap  will  most  probably,  be  set  at 
$92  million,  an  increase  from  2005,  but 
that  doesn’t  mean  there  won’t  be  any 
annual  casualties  because  of  it.  If  Willie 
McGinest  doesn’t  renegotiate  his  albatross 
$8.3  million  salary,  then  the  Pats  may  be 
forced  to  cut  one  of  their  leading  linebackr 
'eH  and  pass  rushdrs.  The  saifie  fries'  for 
St&rks’Cwhpfni^  bV&Il'but  gone);  Richard 
Seymduf-'(wKd  'may'hold  buf  for  a 'new 


contract),  Rosevelt  Colvin  and  Matt  Light. 
In  addition  to  potentially  reconstructing 
numerous  deals,  the  only  receiver  under 
contract  for  next  year  is  Deion  Branch 
while  David  Givens,  Andre’  Davis  and 
Troy  Brown  all  become  free  agents.  Giv¬ 
ens  will  look  for  big  money,  something 
the  Pats  may  be  unwilling  to  give  him, 
putting  pressure  on  management  to  find 
a  legitimate  #2  receiver  to  complement 
Branch,  along  with  finding  another  two 
to  three  receivers  (rerigning  Brown  might 
be  a  first  step). 

As  former  running  back  Jamal  An¬ 
derson  pointed  out,  unless  Bill  Belichick 
retires  and  Tom  Brady  gets  lost  in  the 
Himalayas,  then  the  New  England  Pa¬ 
triots  can  never  be  coimted  out.  A  lot  of 
what  the  Patriots’  management,  led  by 
Scott  Piqli  and  Belichick,  does  this  off¬ 
season  will  determine  if  we  just  watched 
the  enij  of  a  dynasty"  or  "rathet  a  rebirth 
of  another.  . . 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


El  Cross wordo  ''del  Ar^o 


Across 

1.  Both  Dorothy  Parker  and  King  Arthur  had  one. 

7.  Cheese  (Spanish). 

8.  Place  to  drive  a  woman  crazy; 

9.  Author  of  Calvin  and  Hobbes 
n.  Eurotrip  dance  in  Paris 

12.  “Mr.  — "  by  the  Killers. 

14.  Shakespeare’s  middle  name. 

17.  What  Kirk  spent  four  days  looking  for 

18.  Animal  with  Colour  Identity  Issues 

19.  Led  Zeppelin’s  greatest  hit. 

21.  people  taking  pleasure  in  your  pain 

22.  Alaskan  Oil  Spill 

24.  Rory’s  College 

29.  Holds  more  beer  and  burns  longer  than  a  violin. 

30.  Prison  dance  in  the  Windy  City. 

33.  “I  don’t  hink  there’s  going  to  be  a  return  journey,  Mr. 
Frodo.” 

35.  Original  color  of  the  ruby  slippers. 

36.  Fishy  Red  Line  terminus. 

37.  “ - iei,  chipul  tau  si  dragostea  din  tei.” 

39.  Real-life  “Notebook”  couple;  the  new  Bemiifer 

40.  “To  hell  wth  the  Yankees!  Dammit...!  mean  the 

_ _  t* 

42.  Seattle  Football  Team 

44.  Pepsi-challenge  results  inspired  this  consumerre- 
jected  product. 

45.  “I’m  just  a  sweet - says  Tim  Curry. 

48.  Kong’s  favorite  tower: - State  building. 

49.  Painter  of  the  melting  watch. 

50.  Mussolini’s  First  name 

51.  Inn  in  “Gilmore  Girls” 

52.  The  Douglas  “I  shall  return”  MacArthur  of  Hol¬ 
lywood. 

Down 

2.  This  Greek  architect  built  Alexandria. 

3.  Male  apple. 

4.  - Davis  eyes. 

5.  Rory’s  Father 

6.  Pittsburgh  Football  Team 

10.  Deepest  lake  in  the  world. 

11.  “Casino - ,”  007  film  for  ‘06. 

13.  Best  Actor  in  a  Drama  Television  Series 


14.  Narrates  the  story  of  the  animal  famous  for  march¬ 
ing 

15.  Mormon  founder. 

16.  Alternative  band,  named  for  a  Russian  Revolt 

19.  “Gilmore  Girls”  Town 

20.  Wookiee  Warrior  and  Legal  Defense  Manoeuvre 

23.  El  Pelon  — . 

25.  Female  lead  in  King  Kong. 

26.  Massachusett’s  state  flower. 

27.  Band  that  plays  with  strings,  drums,  airpoles,  paint, 
and  more. 


28.  Reporter  who  pulled  a  James  Frey 

31.  In  what  state  did  the  Scopes  trial  take  place.^ 

32.  Lorelai’s  Boyfriend 

34.  Host  of  this  year’s  Oscars. 

38.  Monopolar  animal 

41.  Kat  hate’s  who’s  “big  dumb  combat  boots”  in  the 
movie  based  on  Shakespeare’s  play? 

43.  End  of  your  shoelace. 

46.  Rory’s  first  Boyfriend 

47.  Animal  and  SI  unit  of  measurement. 


The  Dion  Cube 


So  “diabolical”  was  a  stroll  in  the  park  for  you? 
Well,  you  Sudoku  overachiever,  prepare  to  meet  your 
match.  Presenting  the  Dion  Cube,  the  three-dimensional 
Sudoku  puzzle.  Not  only  does  every  slice  satisfy  Sudoku 
rules,  every  slice  in  all  three  X,  Y,  and  Z-axes  also  satisfies 
the  Sudoku  rules.  And  YES,  there  IS  a  solution. 

Fill  in  the  cube  so  that  every  row, 

COLUMN,  “depth”,  AND  EVERY  3X3  SQUARE  IN  ANY 
GIVEN  SLICE  IN  ALL  3  DIMENSIONS  CONTAINS  THE  NUM¬ 
BERS  I  THROUGH  9.  (Simple  enough). 


Too  chicken?  The  measly  “diabolical”  is  on  page 
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News 


Ltot  s 
/Vote 


Well,  here  is  its.  The  mammoth  40-page 
Graduation  Issue  for  the  Class  of  2006.  The  main 
feature  of  this  issue  is  obviously  the  21-page  Senior 
Section  dedicated  to  the  graduating  class.  I  hope  you 
enjoy  the  survey  results,  for  which  we  had  the  biggest 
turnout  in  recent  history. 

This  issue  also  features  great  reviews  of  movies 
and  restaurants  in  A/E,  as  well  as  a  news  article  about 
a  few  Latin  student’s  experience  at  the  Darfur  rally 
in  Washington  D.C. 

I  would  like  to  personally  thank  all  the  parents 
and  faculty  members  who  purchased  Ads  in  this  issue. 
Your  contributions  made  this  issue  possible. 

Congratulations  to  the  Class  of  2006! 

-Ke  Zhang 
Editorin-Chief 

P.S.  I  always  wanted  to  sign  off  with  a  Sudoku. 
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Student  Caught  Hacking  into  Teacher's  Computer 


By  Barry  Tomasini,  II 

Stafi-  Writfr 


The  technical  definition  of  a 
“hacker”  is  someone  who  is  an  expert 
in  computer  use.  This  term,  however, 
is  often  misconstrued  as  someone  who 
maliciously  uses  a  computer  to  advance 
his  own  agenda — stealing  a  credit  card 
number,  for  example.  Boston  Latin 
School  is  full  of  true  hackers;  there  are 
students  from  Class  VI  to  Class  I  who  can 
do  everything  from  making  a  website  to 
building  a  computer.  Recent  news  relat¬ 
ing  to  a  hacker  at  Boston  Latin,  however, 
more  likely  concerns  an  ex-member  of 
the  Class  of  2007  who  was  accused  of  the 
mahcious  sort  of  hacking. 

On  April  29,  2006,  there  was  a 
Boston  Globe  article  published  with  the 
headline  “Boston  Latin  teen  is  accused  of 
hacking.”  This  article  came  as  a  shock  to 
many,  although  the  incident  was  widely 
known  among  members  of  the  student 
body.  Both  the  Boston  Police  Departs 
ment  and  the  U.S.  Secret  Service  are  in¬ 
vestigating  a  former  Boston  Latin  School 
junior  after  allegations  were  made  that  he 
hacked  into  a  teacher’s  account  and  had 
access  to  everything  on  the  drive,  from 
tests  to  student  grades  (although  it  is  not 
believed  that  he  changed  any  grades). 

The  administration  became  aware 
of  the  possibility  in  November,  when  it 
received  an  anonymous  e-mail  from  a 
Yahoo!  account  which  stated  that  there 
was  a  student  who  had  hacked  the  school 
computers,  and  after  months  of  contact 
with  the  anonymous  tipper,  the  adminis¬ 
tration  learned  the  name  of  the  student 
and  the  details  of  how  he  went  about  it. 

The  student  had  installed  what  is 
known  as  a  keylogger  on  the  teacher’s 
computer.  This  program  records  every 
key  typed,  button  clicked,  and  even  im¬ 
ages  of  the  computer  screen  at  intervals. 


CAPTION  NEEEDED 


This  software  is  often  free,  and  can  be 
found  and  downloaded  easily  with  a 
simple  keyword  search  on  the  Internet. 
It  can  also  be  remotely  installed  bye-mail 
and  can  transfer  the  information  to  the 
“hacker”  in  this  way,  so  the  person  steal¬ 
ing  information  can  do  so  without  ever 
touching  the  attacked  computer.  Upon  a 
scan  of  school  computers,  keylogger  pro¬ 
grams  were  found  on  several  of  them. 

The  Harry  V.  Keefe  Library/Media 
Center  (LMC)  was  closed  for  several 
days  as  computers  across  the  school  were 
searched.  Several  computers  were  taken 
from  the  school,  as  was  the  student’s 
home  computer.  The  school  was  also 
forced  to  shut  down  its  computer  net¬ 
work  for  several  days  while  school  of¬ 
ficials  erected  new  technical  barriers, 
including  installing  antivirus  software 
that  can  detect  hackers.  Teachers  have 
been  advised  to  change  their  passwords 
often. 


One  student, 
Jo  Werba  (II),  a  for 
mer  classmate  of  the 
accused  student,  was 
quoted  in  The  Bos¬ 
ton  Globe  as  saying, 
“It  drives  me  crazy 
because  we  work  so 
hard.  It  made  me 
upset.  When  you 
see  people  getting 
the  same  grades  as 
people  who  stud¬ 
ied  all  night  because 
they  are  cheating  it’s 
upsetting.”  Werba, 
however,  contends 
that  her  words  were 
taken  out  of  context 
and  was  upset  that 
the  Globe  presented 
her  opinion  the  way 
-  that  it  did,  but  un¬ 
derstandably  opted  not  to  give  the  Argo 
a  quote,  to  avoid  any  chance  of  being 
misquoted  on  the  same  issue  twice. 

Joel  Ramos,  the  technology  director 
of  the  LMC,  commented,  “It’s  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  teens  find  entertainment  in 
.  dangerous  ways.  There  are  teens  starting 
fires  in  bathrooms,  and  apparently,  now 
finding  entertainment  in  tampering  with 
information.  This  doesn’t  only  potentially 
cause  problems  for  the  kid,  but  the  com¬ 
munity”  He  maintained  that,  though  it 
was  a  bad  situation,  many  major  problems 
were  avoided.  “Fortunately,  we  were  able 
to  catch  it  in  time,  before  any  major  dam¬ 
age  could  be  done.” 

The  accused  student  left:  the  school 
before  major  disciplinary  or  expulsion 
hearings  took  place.  He  may,  however, 
be  charged  with  crimes,  including  tres¬ 
passing,  unauthorized  use  of  a  computer, 
and  interception  of  a  wire  or  oral  com¬ 
munication. 
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Mission  Statement 
Petere  Veritatem 

The  Arg)  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards 
of  journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  providc.a  forum  , 
for  constrvctive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among  all 
members  of  the  Boston  l.atin  School  community 
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Bv  Olena  Savytska,  II 

Copy  Edtong  Associate 


The  2006  Massachusetts  High 
School  State  Science  Fair  was  truly  a 
tribute  to  exploration  and  innovation. 
On  May  5,  at  MIT,  360  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  exhibited  their  unique  findings  and 
presented  the  details  of  their  fascinating 
projects  to  attentive  judges. 

According  to  Elena  Fradkov  (I),  “My 
judges  were  professionals  who  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  scientific  field  I  worked 
in.”  Fradkov  also  added  that  she  enjoyed 
the  banquet  served  to  the  participants  on 
Friday  night  as  a  prelude  to  the  awards 
ceremony  on  Saturday 

Truly  original  projects  made  the  fair 
vivid  and  memorable.  From  “Getting  to 
the  Pointe:  Development  of  Innovative 
Pointe  Shoes”  to  “Hear  the  Colors,  See 
the  Music”  to  “Which  Style  of  Running 
Sneaker  is  Most  Shock  Absorbent,”  ex¬ 
periments  showed  variety  and  creativity 
According  to  Kristine  Xue  (II),  “People 
used  their  ingenuity  instead  of  adapting 
famous  experiments  performed  in  presti¬ 
gious  labs.”  Young  scientists  did  not  settle 
for  traditional,  template  projects,  but 
instead  looked  at  aspects  of  their  every¬ 


day  life  and  topics  of  personal  interest.  A 
genuine  passion  for  science  beyond  test 
tubes  and  beakers  illuminated  the  57th 
annual  fair. 

A  concern  for  the  environment  was 
also  a  trend  among  the  exhibitors.  Proj¬ 
ects  that  explored  present  issues  included 
“3000  Years  of  Climate  Change  and  Hur 
ricanes  in  Woods  Hole,”  “Clover  Crisis,” 
and  “Phytoplankton:  Making  Waves  in 
Global  Warming.”  Even  cod  was  deemed 
worthy  of  a  place  in  science  as  a  subject 
of  investigation  by  a  student  of  Cape  Cod 
Academy.  Many  students  also  looked  at 
the  landscape  around  them  for  scientific 
inspiration.  A  number  of  participants 
designed  their  projects  with  an  eye  to¬ 
wards  the  future.  Investigations  such 
as  “Biomass:  The  World’s  New  Energy 
Source”  and  “Biodiesel:  Alternative  Fuel” 
explored  potential  environment-friendly 
energy  solutions.  Participant  Alexander 
Okonechnikov  (II),  whose  project  was 
completed  at  Forsyth  Institute,  remarked 
that  “the  State  Fair  was  a  life-changing 
experience.” 

The  diversity  of  the  participating 
schools  was  another  highlight  of  the  State 
Science  Fair.  Students  of  Revere  High 
School  competed  with  those  of  Lincoln- 


Sudbury  Regional  High  School.  Methuen 
High  School  and  Somerville  High  School 
were  represented  along  with  Newton 
North  High  School  and  Lexington  High 
School,  and  the  young  scientists  filled  the 
whole  range  of  the  academic  spectrum. 

As  expected,  Boston  Latin  School 
took  a  leading  role  in  this  exciting  event. 
Sophomores  Patrick  Li  and  Alexander 
Zhu  came  in  first  with  “Severity  of  Mold 
Growth  on  Drywall  Under  Different 
Conditions.”  Lili  Koscis’s  (I  I)  “The  EF 
feet  of  Plant  Hormones  On  Enzymes  in 
Germinating  Corn  Kernel,”  Yu  Ren’s  (II) 
“Protein  Kinase  C-Delta  Phosphoryla¬ 
tion  Of  MUCi,”  Anneke  Schwob’s  (I)  “A 
Novel  Role  for  Telomerase  in  Stem  Cell 
Differentiation,”  and  Susan  Wang’s  (III) 
“Qualification  of  Streptococcus  Mutants 
in  the  Oral  Cavity”  all  received  second 
place.  Among  the  third-place  winners 
were  Kevin  Fisher  (I  I)  with  “The  Effect 
of  Speed  On  Elasticity  of  Golf  Balls,” 
Fradkov  vidth  “Cancer  Immunotherapy: 
Target  A2  Adenosine  Receptors,”  Clarence 
Friedman  (I)  with  “Exploring  Biotransfor 
mations,”  Mary  Hong  (I)  with  “On  the 
Edge  and  Keeping  It  Cool,”  Sarah  Leonard 
(I)  with  “Corticotrophin-Releasing  Hor 
mone  in  the  Ear,”  Irma  Samandrova  (I) 


with  “Detection  of  Glycosylation  With  a 
Well  Plate-Based  Assay,”  and  Kristine  Xue 
(II)  with  “Effect  of  PKA  Knockdown  By 
siRNAOn  Phosphorylation  of  eNOS.” 
Hui  Feng’s  (II)  “How  Many  Binding  Sites 
Do  Riboadhesins  Require,”  Anita  Lok’s 
(II)  “Conformational  Changes  in  Enamel 
Proteins,”  Xiaoli  Mi’s  (III)  “Interaction 
of  the  Tumor  Suppressor  RASSFiA 
With  the  Microtubules,”  and  Alexander 
Okonechnikov’s  (I)  “The  Analysis  of  Tetr 
ranucleotide  Compositions  in  Prokaryotic 
Genome”  earned  Honorable  Mentions. 
Ms.  Alexandra  Montes  was  proud  to  say, 
“BLS  had  the  second  {largest]  number  of 
winners  behind  Lexington.  This  is  the 
largest  number  of  students  we  have  ever 
sent  to  the  state  fair.” 

Ms.  Montes  would  like  to  remind 
all  science  students  interested  in  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  school  science  fair  to  apply 
for  the  Mentorship  Program,  which  is 
“a  gateway  to  the  BLS  fair  and  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  go  on  to  the  6tate  Science 
Fair.”  All  students  who  will  participate  in 
summer  internship  programs  should  see 
Ms.  Montes  immediately  in  September  to 
arrange  for  Boston  Latin  School  Science 
Fair  participation. 


Mock  Trial  Tops  States 


By  Monica  Mleczko,  I 

Staff  Writer 


It  was  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning 
and  the  Boston  Latin  School  Mock  Trial 
team  was  tinkering  with  the  electromc 
ticket  machines  at  Logan  Airport.  They 
were  preparing  to  fly  to  Oklahoma  City, 
where  they  would  spend  the  next  four 
days,  from  May  ii  to  14,  competing  in 
the  National  High  School  Mock  Trial 
Competition. 

Forty-four  teams  participated  this 
year,  including  Guam,  the  Northern 
Mariana  Islands,  and  South  Korea.  Led  by 
co-captains  Annie  Wong 
(I)  and  Helen  Tu  (I),  the 
Latin  School  team  placed 
24th  overall  with  a  2-2 
win-loss  record. 

Over  the  course  of 
the  season,  Wong  and 
Tu  managed  to  build 
a  team  with  the  pei- 
feet  “synergy,”  as  one 
judge  complimented, 
to  win  Boston  Latin’s 
first  state  championship 
since  1987.  Along  with 
returning  veterans,  Lisa 
Jing  (I),  Monica  Mleczko 
(I),  Mary  Hong  (I),  Sam 
Kaufman  (HI),  Wendy 
Wang  (ID,  Yi  Liu  (I), 
and  the  captains,  new 
members  Linda  Zheng  (II)  and  Kieran 
Kelly  (II)  also  competed.  Attorney  Mi¬ 
chael  Tumposky  (’97)  joined  seasoned 
coach  Lauren  McDonough  (’97)  to  train 
the  team,  after  former  coach  Sean  Cronin 
(’93)  left  for  an  Assistant  United  States 
Attorney  post  in  Miami. 

In  the  preliminary  rounds,  Latin 
emerged  victorious  and  won  their  regional 
title.  They  proceeded  to  win  the  Sweet 
Sixteen  and  Elite  Eight  rounds,  before 
facing  the  dynastic  state  champions  Netv- 
ton  North  High  School  in  the  Final  Four 
competition. 

“It  was  an  intense  trial,”  Zheng 
recalls.  “The  objection  arguments  went 
back  and  forth,  like  ping  pong,  between 
the  attorneys  and  both  sides  were  incred¬ 
ibly  poised.” 

Ultimately,  Latin  beat  Newton 
North  by  a  one-point  margin.  The  pre¬ 
siding  judge  commented,  however,  that 


had  the  point-totals  been  tied,  she  would 
have  awarded  the  bonus  point  for  overall 
performance  to  Latin  School. 

The  next  day,  on  March  29,  the 
State  Finals  were  held  at  the  historic  Fan- 
ueil  Hall.  Boston  Latin  defeated  defend¬ 
ing  champion  Pioneer  Valley  Performing 
Arts  High  School  before  an  audience 
of  himdreds  of  parents,  other  teams  and 
members  of  the  public.  The  trial  was 
presided  over  by  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Roderick  Ireland. 

Whereas  the  state  competition 
had  lasted  for  six  months  with  115  teams 
in  total  competing,  the  national  tourna¬ 
ment  took  place 
only  one  month  af¬ 
ter  the  state  finals. 
When  Team  Massa¬ 
chusetts  landed  in 
Oklahoma  City  on 
May  II,  members 
were  still  scram¬ 
bling  to  restructure 
closings,  directs 
and  crosses  because 
of  the  short  time  in 
which  they  had  to 
prepare. 

“It  was  diffi¬ 
cult,”  Kelly  says. 
“Sometimes,  I  felt 
bipolar  since  I  had 
two  very  different 
witness  parts  to 
learn.  But  in  the  end,  our  Latin  School 
training  helped  conquer  the  challenge.” 

Massachusetts’s  first  trial  against 
South  Korea  went  smoothly.  Going  into 
the  match,  Tu  expresses  that  she  “did  not 
feel  prepared,”  but  grew  confident  once 
the  opening  statements  began.  Subse¬ 
quently,  Massachusetts  competed  against 
California,  Delaware  and  Arizona. 

While  teams  at  Nationals  are  not 
told  the  outcome  of  their  trials  until  the 
entire  tournament  is  over,  schools  can 
gauge  their  performances  by  the  level  of 
the  teams  with  which  they  are  matched 
in  subsequent  trials.  The  National  Com¬ 
petition  uses  a  “power  ranking”  system  to 
organize  the  competition,  so  the  higher 
a  team  scores,  the  more  skilled  its  next 
opponent  will  be. 

Mock  Trial 

Continued  on  page  4 


Seevak  Competition 


By  Katie  Harrison,  H 

Staff  Writer 


Some  look  forward  to  the  month  of 
May  because  it  brings  school  dances,  the 
end  of  standardized  testing,  and,  suppos¬ 
edly,  May  flowers.  There  is,  however,  a 
select  population  that  is  difierent.  These 
people  hadn’t  the  faintest  idea  that  May 
flowers  were  due  to  arrive,  but  were  prac¬ 
tically  panting  with  anticipation  for  their 
own  early  Alay  event.  Needless  to  say,  it 
was  once  again  that  time  of  the  year  when 
the  Seevak  Website  Competition  camie 
to  an  end. 

Last  fall,  18  teams  with  three  mem¬ 
bers  each  signed  up  to  complete  a  project. 
Each  team  chose  a  person  who  has  taken  a 
courageous  stand  in  the  last  century  and, 
as  a  result,  made  a 
positive  difference 
in  society.  After 
this  step,  the  work 
began  for  those 
teams  who  chose 
to  continue.  They 
researched  their 
subjects  in  detail 
and  designed  web¬ 
sites  in  order  to  effectively  communicate 
the  contributions  of  their  subjects  to 
the  world.  Participants  were  required  to 
meet  with  faculty  advisors  on  content  and 
technology,  but  overall,  the  process  was  a 
very  selFdirected  one  and  procrastination 
was  not  unheard  of  According  to  Barry 
Tomasini  (II),  a  member  of  the  second- 
place  team,  “Procrastination  is  the  way  to 
be,  by  far,  Despite  leaving  my  site  to  the 
last  minute,  and  using  Power  Rangers  as 
my  background  music,  I  managed  to  come 
out  with  a  quahty  product.”  For  some,  this 
year’s  project  was  more  structured  than  in 
the  past  years  because  of  the  presence  of 
Johnathan  Fisher,  who  instructed  inter 
ested  students  in  the  process  of  building 
a  website. 

In  April,  the  completed  websites 
were  due,  and  soon  afterward  they  were 
uploaded  to  www.learntoquestion.com. 
Judges  read  and  explored  the  sites,  and 
attended  presentations  at  a  lecture  hall 
at  nearby  Simmons  College.  The  pre¬ 
sentations  were  open  to  the  public,  and 
advisors,  parents,  and  friends  showed  up 
to  support  the  Seevaleers. 

Of  the  18  teams  that  started  out. 


just  nine  handed  in  a  completed  project. 
The  subjects  chosen  were  original  and 
differed  greatly  from  one  another:  a  gen¬ 
eral,  a  diplomat,  two  peace  workers,  a  TV 
broadcaster,  a  boxer,  a  music  superstar,  a 
desegregation  activist,  and  an  academic 
all  featured  in  finished  sites.  Several  are 
better  known  for  non-political  reasons, 
such  as  Bono,  frontman  for  band  U2,  and 
Muhammad  Ali,  the  boxer,  while  others 
are  best  known  for  the  same  actions  that 
made  them  good  Seevak  topics.  Some  of 
these  notable  people  might  have  clashed 
bitterly  with  one  another,  but  as  presented 
by  the  students,  the  contribution  of  each 
to  human  rights  and  tolerance  was  clear. 

The  winning  group,  comprised 
of  sophomores  Nathaniel  Eiseman,  Ari 
Klickstein,  and  Mark  O’Donnell,  focused 

Edward  R.  Murrow 


Holding  A  Mirror  to  Life 


A  S*evak  Comprtitwn  BOOS 
SCREENSHOT  OF  THE  WINNING  WEBSITE. 

its  site  on  broadcaster  Edward  R.  Murrow. 
Morrow’s  best-known  efforts  for  demotr 
racy  were  directed  against  Senator  Joseph 
McCarthy.  The  site  was  made  with  Flash 
with  a  television  from  the  1950s  as  the 
central  motif 

Even  more  than  in  past  years,  this 
competition  featured  a  very  American 
slate  of  subjects.  Those  like  Bono  and  Sa¬ 
mantha  Power,  who  were  born  abroad,  are 
nevertheless  prominent  in  American  fife. 
The  sole  exception  to  the  rule  was  Chiune 
Sugihara,  the  Japanese  diplomat  who  was 
the  subject  of  the  second-prize  site. 

In  addition  to  the  diversity  of  the 
Seevak  topics,  the  websites  themselves 
were  a  study  in  contrasts.  Some  present¬ 
ers  made  subtle  or  noi-so-subtle  digs  at 
other  teams,  such  as  when  the  Edward  R. 
Murrow  team  declared  “Flash  supremacy” 
while  the  group  devoted  to  Chiune  Sugi¬ 
hara  responded  with  claims  that  it  was 
instead  a  “Flash  bureaucracy.”  Their 
debate  was  about  the  web  tool  produced 
by  Macromedia,  rather  than  an  organized 
conspiracy  of  streakers. _ 

Seevak 
Continued  on  page  4 
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By  Kayla  Shaughnessy,  II 

CoivnuBimisG  Writer 


On  April  30th,  thousands  of  people 
came  to  rally  against  the  genocide  going 
on  in  the  Darfiir  region  of  Sudan.  As  active 
ists  held  their  hand-painted  “Not  On  My 
Watch”  signs  high  above  their  heads,  they 
gathered  on  behalf  of  the  now  estimated 
450,000  dead  and  2.5  million  forced  from 
their  homes  as  refugees  in  Darfur.  The 
sun  beat  down  on  the  National  Mall  in 
Washington,  D.C.  where  throngs  of  people 
listened  to  a  high-profile  speakers,  lawmakr 
ers,  and  celebrities  trying  to  urge  the  Bush 
administration  and  US.  Congress  to  take 
more  action  to  stop  the  genocide. 

With  the  Capitol  Building  behind 
them,  many  prominent  speakers  stood  on 
the  huge  stage  and  vocalized  their  message 
to  the  public.  .Among  this  much  accom¬ 
plished  group  were  two  Holocaust  survi¬ 
vors,  Nesse  Godin  and  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  winner  and  the  author  of  Ni^t,  Ehe 
Weisel;  celebriijes  such  as  George  Clooney 
and  his  father,  who  both  returned  from 
Africa  along  with  Russell  Simmons,  founder 
of  Def  Jam  Records;  and  the  remarkable 
Paul  Rusesabagina,  who  saved  the  lives  of 
1,268  Rwandan  refugees  by  allowing  them  to 


By  Luigi  DePasquale,  II 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER 


May  13,  2006  was  scheduled  to  be 
the  annual  Gay  Youth  Pride  Day,  a  day 
when  gay,  bisexual,  lesbian,  and  transgen¬ 
der  (GBLT)  youths  would  make  their  voice 
heard  in  marches  and  demonstrations 
downtown  before  relaxing  at  a  dance.  This 
year,  however.  Pride  Day  created  much 
controversy.  Governor  Mitt  Romney  was 
apparently  enraged  because  his  name  was 
used  during  advertising  for  the  event.  The 
chairwoman  of  the  Governor’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth,  Kathleen 
M.  Henry,  said  that  she  was  called  by  Beth 
Myers,  the  governor’s  chief  of  staff,  who 
proceeded  to  teU  her  that  the  Governor 
was  planning  on  revoking  all  the  money 
set  aside  simply  for  the  GBLT  youth  and 
allocating  these  funds  for  another  organi¬ 
zation  which  would  fund  aU  the  youths  of 
Massachusetts,  not  just  the  gay  ones. 

Henry  led  a  14-person  committee 
which  “inundated  {the  Governor’s  of¬ 
fice]  with  outrage.”  She  added,  “It  just 
plumed  everywhere.”  A  few  hours  later, 
Henry  learned  that  Governor  Romney  had 
changed  his  mind.  Romney,  however,  im¬ 
mediately  retaliated  through  his  spokes¬ 
man  Eric  Fehmstrom,  who  said  that  no 
such  gay  rights  activists  had  spoken  to 
him  and  that  he  changed  his  mind  of  his 
own  volition  because  he  felt  the  act  taken 

Mock  Trial 
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Massachusetts  ultimately  defeated 
Korea  and  Delaware,  but  lost  to  Califor 
nia  and  Arizona,  the  eventual  sixth  place 
finisher.  In  its  trial  against  Arizona,  the 
Boston  Latin  School  team  lost  by  a  man 
gin  of  one  point  on  the  judges’  ballots. 
In  addition,  captain  Wmg  was  awarded 
a  Most  Effective  Attorney  award  for  her 
performance  in  the  Delaware  trial. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  week¬ 
end  was  spent  at  the  Courthouse,  the 
Oklahoma  Bar  Association  did  arrange 
recreational  events  in  the  evenings.  A 
Western-themed  diimer  was  hosted  on 
the  first  night,  complete  with  mechanical 
bull  riding  and  a  pin-exchange,  while  a 
baseball  game  and  a  ’70s  dance  were  held 
on  the  subsequent  nights. 

“The  highlight  of  the  events,”  says 


-  News  - 

A  Call  For  Action 


take  shelter  in  his  hotel  during  the 
brutal  genocide  in  their  country 
in  1994.  Barack  Obama,  a  Junior 
Senator  from  Illinois,  spoke  out,  as 
did  Samantha  Power,  a  journalist, 
lawyer,  human  rights  activist,  and 
author  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize  win¬ 
ning  book,  “A  Problem  From  Hell” 

America  and  the  Age  of  Genocide. 

There  was  also  abundant 
representation  from  a  variety 
of  religious  organizations.  This 
included  the  Jewish  Seminar 
ians  for  Justice,  many  rabbis,  the 
Reverend  A1  Sharpton,  and  even 
the  archbishop  of  Washington,  Roman 
Catholic  Cardinal  Theodore  McCarrick. 
All  came  to  either  speak  or  listen  to  the 
powerful  messages  that  came  through  the 
huge  loudspeakers,  which  projected  the 
voices  to  listeners  hundreds  of  feet  away 
For  the  attendees  who  were  Jewish,  many 
had  said  that  their  personal  motivation 
for  coming  to  the  rally  and  staying  active 
in  the  spreading  awareness  of  the  current 
situation  in  Darfur  had  to  do  with  their  con¬ 
nection  to  the  Holocaust,  the  systematic 
killing  of  approximately  six  million  Jews 
throughout  Europe  in  the  1940s.  For  them, 
along  with  many  other  people,  the  words 


“Never  Again”  hold  an  incredible  amount 
of  meaning.  Perhaps  the  short  length  of 
the  phrase  is  deceiving,  but  the  fierce  desire 
behind  this  newly  evolved  “slogan”  is  much 
deeper  than  one  might  assume.  To  many  it 
means,  “Never  Again”  will  we  let  another 
genocide  happen,  but  to  Jews,  especially 
the  survivors,  “Never  Again”  is  a  pledge 
that  they  take  and  a  promise  they  work 
tirelessly  to  fulfill. 

The  rally,  which  was  only  scheduled 
to  run  from  2  to  4  p.m.,  ran  late  by  over 
an  hour.  Unfortunately,  the  sea  of  green 
and  white  “Save  Darfur”  T-shirts  began  to 
shrink  as  many  activists  had  to  leave  in  order 


to  catch  buses  and  trains  to  return 
home.  Many  buses  were  organized 
by  multiple  schools,  transporting 
students  to  the  rally  One  specific 
overnight  bus,  organized  by  the 
Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council  (JCRC),  left  from  Boston 
University  and  carried  different 
people  from  that  organization 
along  with  almost  15  students  from 
the  Boston  Latin  School’s  chapter 
of  Amnesty  International. 

The  rally  to  save  Darfur 
proved  to  be  extremely  beneficial. 
Several  days  after.  Bush  com¬ 
mented  about  those  who  attended  the 
rally,  saying,  “For  those  of  you  who  are  go¬ 
ing  out  to  march  for  justice,  you  represent 
the  best  of  our  coimtry”  However,  more 
importantly,  the  Darfur  Peace  Agreement 
was  finally  signed  by  the  largest  rebel 
group,  the  Sudan  Liberation  Movement, 
and  by  the  Sudanese  government  just  five 
days  after  the  rally  This  was  a  huge  step  in 
the  Darfur  peace  process.  To  human  rights 
activists  and  to  the  people  in  Darfur,  this 
news  is  wonderful;  however,  it  is  still  of 
utmost  importance  that  pressure  remain 
on  the  US.  government  to  stay  involved  in 
the  peacekeeping  process. 


Romney  and  GBLT 


was  “too  harsh.” 

“Instead,  we’re  directing  the  com¬ 
mission  not  to  use  taxpayer  money  for 
parades  and  parties  and  to  refocus  their  re¬ 
sources  on  counseling 
and  the  development 
of  strategies  for  the 
prevention  of  violence 
and  suicide,”  Fehrn- 
strom  said.  “That  is 
in  keeping  with  the 
original  mission  of  the 
commission.” 

Many  people  are 
affected  by  this  situ¬ 
ation  because  much 
of  the  funding  for  the 
parades  and  dances 
comes  from  private 
funds  and  donators. 

Governor  William 


Weld  created  the  Governor’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  in  1992  to 
help  the  youth  in  school;  it  was  meant  to 
help  prevent  suicides  and  violence  among 
them.  It  was  also  the  begiiming  of  a  tradi¬ 
tion — an  aiuiual  pride  parade — and  this 
year’s  was  the  12th.  ' 

The  controversy  erupted. as  the 
“unauthorized”  press  release  advertising 
the  celebration  for  "gay,  lesbian,  bisexual, 
transgender,  and  queer  youth  and  their 
supporters”  had  the  names  of  Romney 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  Kerry  Healey 


Mleczko,  “was  the  pin  exchange  where 
creative  teams  like  Guam  gave  out  hand¬ 
made  shell  necklaces.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  weekend, 
the  overriding  sentiment  felt  amoilg  team 
members  and  coaches  was  aptly  expressed 
by Jing.  “It  was  stressful  and  tiring,  but  it 
was  such  a  short  time,”  she  says.  “Just  a 
weekend,  but  it  was  a  really  good  experi¬ 
ence.” 

She  goes  to  explain,  “I  think  Nation¬ 
als  offered  us  the  rare  opportunity  to  wit¬ 
ness  how  different  teams  are  stylistically 
across  the  United  States.” 

Wong  adds,  “Nationals  was  fun,  but 
the  true  essence  of  mock  trial  this  year  lay 
with  the  Massachusetts  case.”  Smiling,  she 
explains,  “It  was  always  our  goal  to  win 
States.  Nationals  could  have  been  better, 
but  wirming  States  was  the  highlight  of 
the  season.” 


appearing  with  the  names  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  chairwoman  and  vice  chair. 

Conservative  activist  Brian  Camen- 
ker  said  that  he  had  met  with  Romney’s 
aides  in  the  past  to  show 
photos  from  previous 
Gay  Pride  days  as  part 
of  an  effort  to  abolish 
the  Governor’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth. 

“Last  year  {at  the 
parade]  they  had  boys 
in  fishnet  stockings  and 
high  heels  parading  down 
Boylston  Street,”  Cam- 
^enker  said.  "They  had 
boys  dressed  as  women 
embracing.  Wfe  presented 
stuff,  and  {the  aides]  were 
visibly  sickened  by  what 
they  saw.  I  said,  basically,  this  group  has 
to  go.  It’s  so  manifestly  destructive  to  kids 
that  you  have  to  get  rid  of  it.  They  said 
they’d  do  something.” 

Henry  then  said  that  Romney  only 
buckled  because  of  pressure  from  the 
Article  8  Alliance,  an  anti-homosexual 
organization.  ‘They  swamped  {Governor 
Romney]  with  e-mails  and  letters  and 
calls,”  she  said,  referring  to  the  Article 
8  Alliance.  ‘They  were  outraged  that  we 
use  the  word  ‘transgender’  in  our  press 
release.” 

Henry  stated  that  the  money  go¬ 
ing  towards  the  parade  is  not  paid  for 
by  taxpayers.  A  nonprofit  group,  called 
Friends  of  the  Governor’s  Commission, 
raises  money  to  support  the  aimual  event. 
Some  state  money  from  the  Department 


Seevak 

Continued  from  pages 


Comparatively  few  sites  used  Flash 
this  year,  which  was  employed  heavily  in 
the  past  to  create  animation  or  enhance 
interactivity.  Instead,  many  teams  used 
frames  and  tables  to  create  visually  sim¬ 
pler  designs.  Notably,  nearly  every  team 
was  careful  to  explain  their  choice  of  col¬ 
ors  in  designing  the  website,  some  more 
plausibly  than  others. 

After  all  the  stress  and  presenting 
was  over,  the  attendees  of  the  presenta- 


of  Public  Health  and  the  Department  of 
Education  does  go  to  the  Commission  to 
fund  several  other  activities  and  programs. 
Several  years  ago,  Henry  said,  the  commis¬ 
sion  received  $1.2  million  in  state  funds. 

The  commission  pays  to  train  ad¬ 
ministrators,  teachers,  and  student  lead¬ 
ers  in  creating  a  safe  environment  for  gay 
and  lesbian  students.  It  helps  make  the 
anti-discrimination  laws  known  to  the 
administrators. 

Henry  continued  by  saying  that  she 
has  been  fighting  to  get  the  word  “trans¬ 
gender”  added  to  the  corrunission’s  name 
because  "the  transgender  kid  is  probably 
at  greater  risk  than  others,”  as  she  com¬ 
mented.  Yet  the  commission  has  not  been 
able,  to  add  “transgender”  or  “bisexual” 
to  its  name.  ‘The  fear  is  that  {Governor 
Romney]  is  going  to  restrict  the  param¬ 
eters  of  our  scope  and  our  outreach  to 
bisexual  and  transgender  kids,”  she  said. 

Legislators  and  supporters  have 
been  verbally  attacking  Romney  ever 
since.  Representative  Carl  M.  Sciortino, 
Jr.,  Democrat  of  Somerville,  commented, 
“’We  have  a  governor  that  would  rather 
use  our  kids  in  Massachusetts  and  put 
their  lives  at  risk  so  he  can  nm  for  presi¬ 
dent.  Shame  on  him.”  Others  with  similar 
opinions  are  trying  to  make  sure  that 
the  commission  stays  as  an  independent 
group. 

‘’I  will  be  filing  legislation  to  create 
the  commission  legislatively  so  its  mission 
to  reduce  teen  violence  and  suicide  among 
teenagers  is  protected  and  does  not  fall 
prey  to  the  political  whims  of  a  governor 
who  would  be  president,”  stated  Senator 
Jarrett  Barrios,  Democrat  of  Cambridge. 


tions  trooped  over  to  the  Memorabilia 
Room  at  Boston  Latin  School,  where 
competitors  munched  nervously  on 
grapes  and  cookies  and  other  healthy 
fare.  Meanwhile,  the  judges  adjourned  to 
a  separate  room  to  discuss  the  awarding 
of  prizes,  provided  by  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  Sheldon  Seevak  ’46,  who  is  always 
present  to  congratulate  the  students  who 
finish  the  competition.  He  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  the  efforts  of  the  participants 
and  their  technological  prowess.  To  visit 
the  sites,  go  to  http://www.learntoques- 
tion.com/seevak. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Sudoku  or  PseudoCool? 


By  Louis  Gao,  II  By  Jo  Werba,  II 

CoNTRiBirriNG  Writer  Contributing  Writer 


“This  row  is  missing  a  2,  3,  and  a  6. ..but  there’s  already  a 
2  in  this  other  row,  and  a  6  in  this  zone,  so  this  must  be  a  3!” 
•scribble*  “So  the  2  goes  there,  and  the  6...! 

‘iY-ha!  I’m  finally  finished  with  this!  Just  to  make  sure... 

“One-two-three-founfive-six-seven-eighc-nine... 

“One-two-three-fourfoursix-seven-wait... 

“ARGH!” 

And  so  another  copy  of  the  Metro  makes  its  way  into  my 
pile  of  failures.  Call  it  a  waste,  a  contribution  to  the  destruction 
of  the  earth,  a  product  of  excessive  pride  (which  prevents  me 
from  ever  using  pencil).  I  will  just  call  it  Sudoku. 

What  is  it  about  this  deceptively  simple  grid  of  squares 
that  entices  us  to  mindlessly  throw  away  our  time?  Well,  for  one 
thing,  it  happens  to  be  everywhere!  Surely  you  have  walked  by 
a  Barnes  &  Noble  recently  and  seen  all  the  books  dedicated  to 
the  game — as  well  as  to  inane  variants  of  the  game — e.g.  “Killer 
Sudoku”  or  “The  Biggest  Sudoku  Puzzle  in  the  World”  or  “Go 
Doku”  (okay,  maybe  that  last  one  is  a  stretch) — in  the  shop 
window.  If  nothing  else,  perhaps  you’ve  noticed  those  small, 
paper  filled  green  booths  every  six  feet  on  the  city  sidewalks.  You 
know,  the  Metro.  There’s  a  Sudoku  puzzle  in  every  one  of  those 
newspapers,  too.  Hell,  even  the  cast  members  of  Home,  M.D. 
struggled  through  puzzle  after  puzzle  on  the  sho-w’s  setr^that 
is,  until  it  was  banned  from  the  set  because  it  was  too  distracr 
ing.  The  craze,  as  it  seems  to  be  now,  is  maddeningly  pervasive. 
Curiosity  drives  us  to  investigate. 

But  it  is  not  just  the  quahty  of  being  readily  available  that 
draws  us  to  the  grid.  Let’s  go  back  to  the  Metro  example.  What 
else  is  in  that  stack  of  paper  that  could  possibly  serve  the  same 
purpose  as  the  grid;  that  is,  to  entertain  you  while  you  commute? 
(And  before  you  say  “the  news,”  the  Metro  isn’t  worth  reading 
for  the  news  unless  you  five  waaaaay  in  the  boondocks.  That  is 
all  I  will  say  regarding  that.)  Well,  that  only  leaves,  that’s  right, 
the  crossword!  Why,  then,  does  the  crossword  not  garner  as 
much  popular  media  attention  as  the  grid?  Surely  it  is  no  less 
common — the  same  Metro  that  houses  a  daily  Sudoku  also  offers 
a  crossword.  Let’s  sit  down  and  do  a  crossword,  then.  Perhaps 
there  is  some  beauty  that  we  have  missed. 

Dotvn  9:  “Religion  originating  in  Cuba.”  (Santeria.) 

Across  82:  “City  in  Sudan.”  (Nyala.) 

What? 

It  might  just  be  me,  but  I  do  not  have  the  esoteric  knowl¬ 
edge  necessary  to  finish  any  crossword  at  all.  Sudoku,  in  contrast, 
is  simple.  Even  people  with  extraordinarily  basic  knowledge 
can  finish  a  Sudoku  with  a  httle  effort.  (Don’t  even  begin  with 
the  “OMG  NUMBERS,  IT  MUST  BE  MATH”  deal.)  Fill  in 
the  boxes  with  numbers  from  one  to  nine,  and  if  there  are  any 
repeats  in  a  square,  row,  or  column,  you  are  wrong.  No  math  is 
required.  And  even  if  you  do  happen  to  be  one  of  those  people 
who  are  good  at  math,  your  math  skills  make  no  difference  in 
Sudoku.  You  are  equally  likely  to  make  mistakes,  to  have  all  of 
your  work  undone  in  a  moment. 

Sudoku  appeals  to  all  people  equally,  and  there  is  no  reason 
you  should  not  indulge  with  the  rest  of  us  (there  is  no  need  to 
develop  an  obsession;  just  take  a  whack  at  it  every  now  and  then). 
Do  not  say  you  are  too  busy,  either.  Do  a  simple  Metro  grid  on 
the  bus  ride  home.  It  takes  five  minutes,  tops.  Try  the  one  in 
this  Argo  issue,  if  you  have  some  more  time  to  kill. 

Now,  if  you’ll  excuse  me...  I  need  to  figure  out  where  that 
five  went... 


The  paper  boy  comes  to  your  door  each  morning  to  deliver 
the  newspaper,  and,  in  your  excitement,  you  rush  out  to  greet 
him.  No,  you’re  not  eager  to  read  about  what  is  happening  in 
the  world;  instead,  you  can’t  wait  to  solve  a  mind-numbing  logic 
puzzle  known  as  Sudoku.  Seemingly  out  of  nowhere,  Sudoku  en¬ 
tered  our  lives  late  last  year  and  became  an  instant  phenomenon. 
Unlike  other  puzzles  found  in  the  paper,  such  as  crosswords. 
Sudoku  does  not  ask  a  player  to  call  on  previous  knowledge, 
but  instead  to  simply  stare  at  the  paper  and  put  in  the  numbers 
one  to  nine.  Sudoku  in  itself  is  not  a  bad  puzzle;  the  problem  is 
its  addictive  qualities  and  irritating  omnipresence.  Instead  of 
focusing  in  class  or  writing  notes,  more  and  more  students  turn 
to  this  antisocial  entertainment. 

In  Senior  Band,  people  miss  their  entrances  with  alarming 
frequency  Some  might  assume  that  some  members  of  the  band 
simply  cannot  count.  This  can  be  proven  false,  however,  by  ask¬ 
ing  any  one  of  them  to  count,  which  I  assure  you  they  will  do 
successfully.  Why,  then,  do  they  miss  their  entrances?  Because 
of  their  obsessive-compulsive  need  for  Sudoku  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places.  But  it  is  not  just  band  students  that  are  hindered 
by  the  rise  of  Sudoku,  but  the  Boston  Latin  School  community 
in  general.  Students  here  are  known  for  their  late  night  habits. 

I  used  to  think  that  the  long  hours  kept  by  my  friends  were 
due  to  an  increase  in  homework  in  junior  year,  but  the  more  I 
contemplate  the  issue,  the  more  I  believe  that  Sudoku  is  the 
reason  for  their  lack  of  sleep.  Instead  of  doing  their  work,  they 
do  this  puzzle,  leaving  their  assignments  for  yet  later  at  night,  or 
ignoring  them  altogether.  Some  even  go  so  far  as  to  buy  books 
of  Sudoku,  with  enough  puzzles  to  keep  them  mindlessly  busy 
for  the  next  few  years. 

Sudoku  is  available  in  costly  newspapers  such  as  The  Boston 
Globe  and  The  Herald,  but  the  danger  of  Sudoku  is  vastly  increased 
by  its  availabihty  in  the  Metro,  which  is  easily  accessible  to  all 
Boston  commuters  on  a  daily  basis.  Even  our  very  own  Argo  has 
succumbed  to  the  craze.  The  numerous  appearances  of  Sudoku 
give  all  Boston  residents  at  least  two  chances  a  day  to  do  a  new 
puzzle;  so  it’s  not  just  one  Sudoku  in  the  morning  with  coffee, 
but  one  in  the  morning,  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  possibly  a 
third  in  the  evening.  A  person  could  easily  spend  the  entire  day 
doing  nothing  but  Sudoku. 

Each  day  on  our  way  to  the  train  station,  my  father  does 
Sudoku  in  the  car.  I’m  sure  you  can  already  see  why  this  is  a  bad 
idea.  While  in  heavy  traffic  or  at  a  red  light,  it  serves  as  enter 
tainment.  When  the  Ughts  change,  however,  the  driver  is  still 
completely  absorbed  in  Sudoku,  and  has  hence  become  a  new 
cause  of  traffic,  further  untating  motorists  and  causing  countless 
tardy  detentions.  But  even  worse  is  simultaneously  driving  and 
doing  Sudoku.  Drivers  simply  cannot  take  their  brains  out  of  the 
paper  long  enough  to  pay  attention  to  the  road,  and  thus  cause 
numerous  unpleasant  swerv'es  and  unnerving  close  calls. 

Sudoku  limits  one’s  abUity  to  play  music,  concentrate  in 
class,  be  social,  and,  worst  of  all,  drive.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
this  mind-numbing  game  is  truly  hindering  the  advancement  not 
just  of  individuals  but  of  society  as  a  whole.  I  can  see  no  reason 
for  its  continued  presence  in  our  fives.  Besides,  shouldn’t  we  be 
doing  something  more  constructive  with  the  newspaper  (perhaps 
reading  the  news)  than  doing  a  puzzle?  Catching  up  with  the 
adventures  of  Spidei- Man  or  Dilbert  is  infinitely  less  damaging 
to  society.  Personally,  Tm  far  too  busy  with  my  Rubik’s  cube  to 
care  about  any  of  these  things  anyway! 
i.M,  orir  .luve  ‘  ‘  . . U  *■ 
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Question 

What  do  you  think  about  the 
latest  craze,  Sudoku? 


“People  who  do  crossword  puzzles 
have  found  a  new  world  opening  up  to 
them,  particularly  those  who  have  a 
mathematical  bent.  Sudoku  is  essentially 
a  crossword  puzzle  in  numbers.” 

— Dr.  Kelley,  Head  Master 


“I’ve  actually  never  tried  to  do  one; 
I  looked  at  one  for  like  two  seconds, 
then  stopped.” 

— Abby  Brown,  II 


“I  think  they’re  fun!  They’re  chal¬ 
lenging  sometimes  and  they  help  build 
your  mental  abilities.” 

— Lisa  Tran,  III 


“I  think  Sudoku  is  a  new  kind 
of  crossword  [for]  people  who  aren’t 
that  skilled  in  common  knowledge  but 
still  like  to  do  addictive  games  in  the 
Metro.  ” 

— Muktm  Li,  IV 


“Absolute  waste  of  time.  I  never 
do  them.  I’m  horrible  at  it.  I  tried  it 
once  and  I  just  absolutely  did  really  re¬ 
ally  badly” 

— Dean  Papagiorgakis,  V 


“They’re  just  there.” 

— Emmanuel  Oppong,  VI 
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Spring  Fever  Forever:  A  Pro  PDA  Argument 


By  Shari  Caplan,  II 

CoNnuBiTTOG  Writer 


With  the  beginning  of  qjring  come  the 
twittering  of  birds,  the  blossoming  of  flow¬ 
ers,  and  yes,  an  increase  in  Public  Displays 
of  Affection  G’DA).  While  two  students 
condemned  such  Displays  in  the  December 
issue  of  the  Argo,  I  hojre  to  offer  supjxitt 
and  explanations  for  PDA.  Hopefully  this 
rationalization  will  bring  people  to  a  better 
understanding  of  why  others  engage  in  such 
activities,  and  bring  this  issue  to  a  close. 

The  first  misconception  Mr.  Jerome 
O’Grady  and  Mr.  Bryan  Strickland  have 
about  PDA  is  that  it  is  a  flashy  show  meant 
to  make  others  aware  of  a  couple’s  affection. 
Speaking  from  piersonal  experience,  PDA 
“offenders”  are  showing  regard  towards  their 
significant  other  to  do  just  that:  show  him  or 
her  their  attachment.  A  peck  on  the  cheek 
is  not  meant  to  tell  the  jrerson  at  the  next 
locker  “I  love  my  boyfriend,”  but  rather  as  a 
sincere  manifestation  of  affection  meant  for 
their  significant  other.  It  is  unfortunate  for 
other  students  to  feel  lonely  or  sad  when  they 
see  acts  of  affection,  but  it  is  important  for 
them  to  know  that  it  is  highly  unlikely  that 
this  is  the  aim  of  the  solicitous  couples. 

Furthermore,  I  find  it  very  hard  to 
believe  that  students  let  themselves  be  so  af¬ 
fected  by  the  relationships  of  their  peers  that 
they  “are  suffering  scholastically”  or  getting 


“passes  to  the  nurse’s  office”  as  Mr.  O’Gtady 
and  Mr.  Strickland  suggest.  Knowing  about 
relationships  in  school  is  no  different  from 
being  aware  of  couples  in  the  outside  world. 
Is  it  feir  to  ask  students  in  relationships  to 
end  them  merely  because  a  peer  may  be  sen¬ 
sitive  or  selFcentered  enough  to  immediately 
take  offense  and  see  a  PDA  as  a  reminder 
of  his  own 
loneliness.^ 

If  the  lone¬ 
ly  student 
gets  a  new 
lab  partner 
and  falls 
instantly 
in  love, 
won’t  he 
then  wish 
to  be  al¬ 
lowed  the 
right  to 
show  his 
new  girl¬ 
friend  his  feelings?  Or  is  it  possible  that  he 
may  even  be  inspired  by  the  happiness  of  a 
cuddly  couple  and  hope  that  he  too  may  one 
day  be  like  them? 

The  responses  of  students,  in  my  ex¬ 
perience,  are  mostly  positive:  smiles,  often 
accompanied  by  an  “aww”  I  have  even  seen 
a  few  faculty  members  burst  into  smiles  after 
noticing  hand-holding  in  the  hallway  But  I 


do  agree  that  this  is  where  the  line  must  be 
drawiL  Make-out  sessions  and  other  unmen¬ 
tionable  activities  should  be  kept  private,  out 
of  self-dignity  and  consideration  for  others 
(no  one  wants  to  see  that!),  but  I  see  nothing 
that  merits  punishment  in  a  hello  hug  or  a 
see-you-afterclass  peck  on  the  cheek. 

Hugs,  little  kisses,  hand-holding, 
and  snuggling 
should  not  be 
grounds  for 
criticism,  or 
detention  for 
that  matter. 
I  myself  was 
doomed  to 
three  days  of 
detention  for 
one  hug  (sans 
kisses),  and  it 
was  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  I  realized 
how  out  of 
hand  this  issue 
is  truly  getting.  I  foimd  myself  being  bolder 
and  more  defiant  with  every  admonishment, 
eager  to  rebel  against  the  ludicrous  severity 
of  school  policies  against  PDA.  While  we 
are  here  to  learn,  don’t  we  also  spend  a  large 
portion  of  our  lives  at  schooP  It  is  utffair 
to  reprimand  and  repress  students  so  com¬ 
pletely  when  they  ask  not  to  be  emotionally 
hindered. 


roA  LIKt  1  HIS  SHOULD  BE  A-OK 


It  is  also  unfair  ofMr.  O’CJradyandMr. 
Strickland  to  assume  that  aU,  or  even  most, 
couples  have  time  to  “save  their  activities 
with  one  another  for  after  school”  All  Boston 
Latin  School  students  are  loaded  up  with 
homework,  and  many  have  time-consuming 
jobs  and  extracurricular  activities.  For  many 
PDA  “offenders,”  it  is  not  possible  to  see  each 
other  after  school,  so  the  short  walks  to  class 
and  minutes  at  lockers  are  all  they  have  until 
the  weekend.  Is  it  fair  to  ask  them  to  endure 
the  entire  school  week  without  a  little  love? 

People  on  both  sides  of  this  argument 
need  to  have  a  little  more  understanding. 
Sure,  it  can  be  hard  to  watch  others  be 
happy  when  one  is  miserably  single,  but 
it  is  necessary  to  realize  that  PDA  is  not 
performed  with  malicious  intent,  and  that 
“offenders”  have  a  right  to  their  happiness. 
On  the  other  hand,  PDA  can  be  excessive 
and  other  people  don’t  want  to  observe  the 
more  lustful  aspects  of piersonal  relationships. 
We  need  to  find  balance,  a  level  at  which  it’s 
fine  to  let  one’s  sweetheart  know  he  or  she 
is  loved,  but  not  fine  to  eat  his  or  her  face  in 
the  middle  of  a  haHway,  a  level  where  students 
are  reminded  not  to  get  too  hot  and  heavy 
but  are  not  screamed  at  or  given  detention 
for  a  little  commonplace  PDA.  I  am  sure 
that  with  the  brightness,  beauty  and  joy  of 
the  warmer  season,  we  will  all  loosen  up  and 
feel  a  little  more  inclined  to  be — or  to  let 
others  be — romantic. 


An  Open  Letter  to  the  Junior  Class 


By  David  Whitaker,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


It  has  come  to  my  attention  (and 
pretty  much  everyone  else’s)  that  a  group 
of  students  consumed  alcohol  at  the  junior 
prom.  I  was  shocked  by  this,  but  I  would 
be  lying  if  I  said  that  I  expiected  every¬ 
thing  to  go  smoothly.  What  particularly 
shocked  me  were  the  circumstances  that 
surrounded  this  “incident.”  Maybe  I’m 
alone  in  saying  this,  but  it  seemed  pretty 
obvious  from  the  mountains  of  contracts 
and  apology  letters  the  juniors  had  to 
sign  that  drinking  would  be  taken  very 
seriously.  Though  I  have  no  moral  issues 
with  the  consumption  of  alcohol,  I  find  it 
extremely  irrespionsible  and  exceptionally 
careless  of  those  who  were  caught  drinking 
at  the  prom. 

As  for  what  actually  transpired 
at  the  prom  itself,  there  are  a  variety  of 
stories  floating  aroimd.  Though  I  myself 


was  present  at  the  prom,  I  never  bumped 
into  any  inebriated  characters  or  stepped 
and  tripped  on  empty  Smirnoff  bottles.  To 
date,  no  one  is  exactly  sure  of  the  number 
of  people  involved,  but  I  have  heard  that 
between  eight  and  15  people  were  caught 
drinking.  Some  of  the  stories  I  heard  on 
the  Tuesday  after  the  prom  include  the 
following:  boys  vomiting  in  the  bathroom 
(wow,  rea/  classy),  boys  smuggling  alcohol 
into  the  ballroom  in  their  jackets,  people 
bringing  alcohol  into  prom  but  not  actually 
drinking  it  there,  seciuity  guards  searching 
through  belongings,  and  other  strange  sto¬ 
ries.  All  these  stories  I’ve  heard,  however, 
have  included  a  rather  livid  Head  Master 
at  the  end  saying  something  along  the  lines 
of  “No  senior  prom.” 

Again,  I’m  not  trying  to  be  some  sort 
of  moral  police  officer,  but  I  thought  (well, 
“hoped”  is  more  like  it)  that  aU  the  provi¬ 
sions  that  were  put  into  place  for  this  prom 
would  actually  encourage  my  classmates 


to  behave  this  time.  Let’s  just  think  back 
a  year  or  two — it  was  difficult  for  us  to 
have  a  semiformal  during  our  sophomore 
year  because  of  alcohol  consumption  at 
the  Class  of  2006’s  junior  prom.  We  had  to 
fight  for  our  semi,  which  ended  up  taking 
place  in  our  illustrious  Dining  Hall  But 
people  drank  at  semi  (or  arrived  already 
drunk)  and  crushed  our  chances  for  having 
a  junior  prom.  After  our  prom  committee 
sold  themselves  to  Head  Master  Kelley, 
promising  our  total  compliance,  we  were 
able  to  have  a  prom.  And  there  we  (excuse 
me,  they)  go,  screwing  it  up  again,  and  who 
knows  what  that  means  for  us,  or  for  the 
classes  below  us  for  that  matter. 

The  thing  that  gets  to  me  about  this 
whole  situation  is  that  with  all  the  lock- 
downs  and  curfews  and  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  in  place,  people  still  did  not  realize 
that  the  administration  was  serious  about 
drinking  this  time. 

To  the  offenders:  What  were  you 


thinking?  That  the  apology  letters,  index 
cards,  and  extensive  regulation  lists  were 
just  to  waste  ink  and  give  oirr  school  ad¬ 
ministration  something  else  to  process? 
What,  you  thought  your  drinking  wouldn’t 
be  obvious?  No,  really,  the  vodka  bottles 
on  the  floor  wouldn’t  give  it  away  at  all,  or 
the  vomiting  in  the  bathrooms.  Could  you 
not  make  it  through  just  a  fourhour  prom 
without  drinking?  Or  is  dancing  with  your 
date  too  unbearable? 

Though  it  may  have  been  fun  at  the 
time,  looking. back,  was  drinking  really 
worth  it?  I’m  not  trying  to  make  it  seem  as 
if  I’ve  never  made  any  mistakes  before;  ev¬ 
eryone  has.  The  choice  that  you  all  made, 
however,  has  cost  each  of  you  at  least  a  sus¬ 
pension,  and  has  killed  our  opportunity  to 
redeem  ourselves  (and  future  classes)  in  the 
eyes  of  the  administration.  My  message  to 
you  is  this:  your  terrible  miscalculation  has 
not  only  affected  you.  Now  we  must  all  pay 
the  price  for  your  actions. 


A  Final  Word  on  Healthy  Futures 


By  Helen  Tu,  I 

Staet  WuriEB 


The  continual  controversy  siuround- 
ing  Boston  Latin  School’s  sex  education 
program  resurfaced  in  April  when  Gov¬ 
ernor  Mitt  Romney  came  to  the  school 
during  April  vacation.  During  a  week  in 
which  Governor  Romney  traveled  across 
the  coimtry  and  even  outside  to  Cuba,  he 
foimd  time  on  Thursday  to  announce  that 
the  state  will  funnel  $i  million  to  Healthy 
Futures,  a  Dorchesterbased  agency  that 
teaches  sexual  education  in  several  dozen 
schools  in  Massachusetts,  including  Boston 
Latin,  (jovemor  Romney  came  to  the  Latin 
School  for  the  press  conference  where  major 
media  outlets  were  present. 

The  Boston  Public  Schook  did  not 
receive  notice  that  the  governor  would  be 
using  Boston  Latin  School  as  the  venue  for 
the  press  conference  and  subsequently  sent 
a  memorandum  concerning  political  uses  of 
BPS  buildings.  In  the  memorandum,  Peter, 
Kelley:  legal  advisor  of  BPS,^renjinded'heaiF- 


masters  and  principles  of  possible  conflict  of 
interest  violations  when  political  fimctions 
take  place.  According  to  Kelley,  by  allowing 
the  governor  use  of  the  school  building, 
Boston  Latin  did  not  conduct  “activities  in 
furtherance  of  the  purpose  for  which  gov¬ 
ernmental  ftmds  have  been  appropriated  to 
Boston  Public  Schook.” 

Prior  to  the  governor’s  visit,  Healthy 
Futures  had  prompted  extensive  conversa¬ 
tion  within  the  Latin  School  community, 
esjjecially  on  the  unofficial  parent  listserv 
During  the  first  wave  of  controversy  anyone 
who  subscribed  to  the  listserv  could  easily 
find  links  to  outside  reports  and  studies 
done  on  the  lack  of  efficacy  of  abstinence- 
only  programs.  There  were  few  emails 
written  to  support  the  physical  education 
department’s  decision  to  invite  Healthy 
Futures.  Once  some  did  apjrear,  however, 
numerous  responses  were  posted  within 
hours,  reiterating  the  danger  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  posed  to  Latin  students.  This  second 
jwave  of  furor  stemmed  ftorn  the  Republican 
•goycrnpy’s  use  ,qf  the  .sfhppi, building  an; 


nouncing  additional  ftmding  for  Healthy  Fu¬ 
tures.  Part  of  the  federal  money  to  be  given 
to  Healthy  Futures  is  from  a  controversial 
Bush  Administration  initiative  in  which 
faith-based  programs  with  an  emphasis 
on  abstinence  receive  additional  funding, 
in  relation  to  those  that  do  not.  No  doubt 
certain  parents  on  the  listserv  felt  that  the 
decision  by  the  school  administration  to 
allow  the  governor  use  of  the  building  for 
thk  purpose  was  an  underhanded  affront  to 
their  concerns. 

Not  only  was  the  governor  a  Repub¬ 
lican  with  White  House  ambitions,  but  he 
was  awarding  a  group  against  which  they 
have  been  campaigning.  Among  the  par 
ents’  concerns  was  the  perceived  religious 
agenda  behind  the  program.  Although  only 
sophomores  and  fivesies  take  the  five-ses¬ 
sion  course,  some  parents  of  students  from 
all  classes  disapproved  of  what  they  call  the 
“faith-based”  message  of  Healthy  Futures. 
For  many  parents  on  the  listserv,  this  “ab¬ 
stinence  pfogtaip.  is  couiiteiproduc-. . 
■tivej^ti«ca^e„t^yjtljirjf^  stiidents.are, . 


instructed  not  to  use  condoms;  therefore, 
the  program  would  actually  increase  teenage 
pregnancy  rates. 

Abstinence,  however,  is  only  one 
part  of  thk  five-session  course  which  also 
includes  the  effectiveness  of  other  forms 
of  contraceptives.  The  main  reason  parents 
object  to  Healthy  Futures  seems  to  be  its 
association  with  A  Woman’s  Concern,  a 
Christian  pregnancy  health  service  that 
provides  counseling  to  women  in  the  event 
of  “unintended  pregnancies.”  Some  parents 
have  advocated  that  an  alternative  group 
without  any  Christian  ties,  such  as  Planned 
Parenthood,  should  be  teaching  the  sex-ed 
program.  An  auditor  of  the  class  did  not  find 
there  to  be  any  religious  overtones  during 
any  of  the  five  sessions.  Though  it  is  obvious 
that  Planned  Parenthood  has  no  religious 
backing,  it  does  have  political  agendas,  like 
campaigning  for  the  legalization  of  abor 
tions  without  restrictions.  This  agenda  is 
worth  considering' when  choosing  a  group 
^  to  run  a  program  wi  A  as  much  potentiff  fq. 
.  influence  students  assexei^cationy^,^: 
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By  Yunhan  Chen,  III  &  Pauline 
Chong,  II 

Staff  Writers 


These  days,  even  with  supposedly 
fuel-efficient  Japanese  sedans,  a  visit  to  the 
pump  can  cost  around  $50.  Many,  howev¬ 
er,  are  not  too  thrilled  about  handing  over 
$50  for  every  visit  to  the  gas  station.  In 
Massachusetts,  gas  prices  remain  around 
$3  per  gallon,  a  shocking,  unimaginable 
price  for  something  like  oil. 

As  President  Bush’s  job  approval  rat¬ 
ing  hits  a  new  low  (around  30  percent),  the 
former  oilman  promises  to  give  millions 
of  dollars  in  funding  to  the  Department 
of  Energy  for  their  research  on  alternative 
energy  But  much  more  needs  to  be  done. 
The  public  must  become  aware  that  fossil 
fuels  are  nonrenewable  and  that  they  may 
run  out  in  our  lifetime.  More  importantly, 
our  president  needs  to  commit  more  to 
alternative  energy  development  so  that 
the  world  economy  will  not  slump  when 
gas  prices  become  unbearably  high. 

Although  many  theories  exist,  the 
general  consensus  among  scientists  is  that 
fossil  fuels  are  the  products  of  ancient 
plant  and  animal  remains.  These  plants 
and  animals  were  buried  under  layers 
of  sediment,  where  they  were  changed 
by  high  pressure  and  heat  into  coal  and 
natural  gas,  respectively  Of  the  oil,  only 
some  was  properly  sealed  by  the  correct 
combination  of  porous  rocks  and  stone 
caps.  This  is  the  oil  we  use  today 

One  may  ask,  “Can’t  scientists  find 


some  way  to  create  oil  and  coal  in  labs?” 
The  answer  is  yes,  but  the  cost  is  so  high 
that  such  procedures  cannot  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  viable  source  of  energy 

Then,  there  is  that  slow,  creeping 
menace  everybody  has  heard  about:  global 
warming.  Global  warming  is  caused  by 
excess  carbon  dioxide  and  other  gases 
that  are  emmitted  by  cars  and  through 
industrial  processes.  In  the  atmosphere, 
these  gases  trap  solar  radiation  and  heat, 
gradually  warming  the  surface  of  the 
planet.  Although  having  a  three  degree 
Celsius  temperature  increase  for  every 
too  years  may  not  impress  anyone,  the 
earth  is  such  a  delicately  balanced  system 
that  tiny  imbalances  can  have  disastrous 
effects.  The  combustion  of  fossil  fuels  for 
energy  inevitably  creates  carbon  dioxide, 
exacerbating  the  situation.  There  are, 
however,  many  things  that  can  be  done  to 
prevent  this  predicament  from  worsening 
fiither. 

First,  world  leaders  need  to  plan 
ahead.  Oil  exporters  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
such  as  Saudi  Arabia  must  face  the  reality 
that  oil  will  not  be  their  perpetual  eco¬ 
nomic  basis.  They  need  to  diversify  their 
economies  so  that  when  the  last  drop  of 
oil  is  gone,  they  are  ready  to  accommodate 
a  future  without  it.  Several  countries,  such 
as  Qatar  and  the  United  Arab  Emirates, 
are  already  doing  this.  There  must  also  be 
an  adequate  replacement  and  it  is  up  to 
countries  that  import  large  quantites  of 
oil  to  develop  such  a  replacement. 

Several  solutions  have  already  been 


proposed,  including  hybrid  technolo¬ 
gies,  ethanol,  and  hydrogen  fuel  cells. 
These  are  commercially  feasible  and 
some  hybrid  cars  are  already  on  sale. 
Hybrids,  however,  still  use  petroleum, 
albeit  in  smaller  quantites  than  other 
vehicles.  Our  dependence  on  petroleum 
is  dangerous  because  it  will  eventually 
run  out.  We  must  gradually  phase  in 
the  usage  of  these  alternative  sources 
of  energy  so  that  people  can  get  used 
to  living  in  a  society  that  depends  on 
something  other  than  hydrocarbons. 
We  must  quench  our  thirst  for  oil  so 
that  our  descendants  do  not  suffer  from 
our  being  unprepared  for  the  future. 

A  reliable  and  renewable  energy 
source  for  generating  electricity  must 
also  be  found.  Coal  generates  most  of 
the  world’s  electricity,  but  it  is  non¬ 
renewable  and  contributes  the  most 
to  global  warming.  Wind  and  water 
power  seem  perfect,  but  wind  is  not 
constant,  and  damming  of  rivers  causes 
enormous  problems,  such  as  habitat  de¬ 
struction.  Solar  energy,  although  clean, 
is  also  unreliable  due  to  the  weather  and 
the  cost  of  solar  panels.  Nuclear  power  is 
clean  and  cheap,  but  the  danger  of  waste 
fuel  and  accidents  troubles  many  Fusion 
power,  which  harnesses  the  energy  of  the 
stars,  has  few  drawbacks.  The  only  prob¬ 
lem  is  the  technological  barrier,  especially 
since  the  energy  it  uses  to  start  a  reaction 
is  more  than  what  the  reaction  produces. 
This  is  why  we  must  put  more  funding  into 
this  type  of  research  so  that  it  becomes  a 


WINDMILLS  CAN  SAVE  ENERGY 


reality.  This  is  a  battle  for  our  future. 

We  must  gradually  stop  being  reli¬ 
ant  on  fossil  fuels  and  replace  them  with 
renewable  energy  sources.  Not  only  will 
we  cut  off  funding  to  our  adversaries  in 
the  form  of  payment  for  oil,  such  as  Iran 
and  Venezuela,  we  wall  also  have  control 
over  our  sources  of  energy.  If  we  do  not 
take  action,  we  may  not  suffer,  but  our 
descendants  will.  And  their  blame  wdU  be 
well  deserved. 


The  Slumber  Room 


By  Chris  LaFortune,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Remember  those  easy,  carefree 
preschool  years?  Counting  time,  alphabet 
time,  and  play  time,  correct?  But  when 
you  grew  tired,  you  could  just  take  a  nap. 
The  blue  mats,  the  quilted  blankets,  and 
the  spongy  pillows.  And  for  many,  kindei- 
garten  was  much  the  same  way.  Even  grade 
school  built  “naptime”  into  the  schedule, 
allowdng  children  the  chance  to  catch  up 
on  much-needed 
rest.  But  now... 

As  a  class¬ 
mate  once  told 
me,  “Geez...rm 
mad  tired.  Why 
can’t  we  all  just... 
sleep?” 

Manywould 
agree  that  the 
rigorous  curricu¬ 
lum,  high  expec¬ 
tations,  and  el¬ 
evated  standards 
of  our  school  do  not  allow  enough  time  for 
us  to  rest.  Teenagers  need  sleep — there’s 
no  question  about  that.  According  to 
PBS’s  “Frontline:  Inside  the  Teenage 
Brain,”  teenagers  need  around  nine  hours 
of  sleep  each  night  to  be  optimally  alert. 
Yet  surveys  show  that  teenagers,  on  aver 
age,  only  get  about  seven  hours  of  sleep 
(and  25  percent  of  students  surveyed  said 
they  get  six  hours  of  sleep  or  less).  Some 
students  try  to  compensate  for  this  lack 
of  rest  by  sleeping  in  class,  with  obvious 
negative  results. 

Sleep  is  crucial  for  good  perfor 
mance,  as  well  as  for  learning.  Boston 
Latin  School  students  should  not  by  any 
means  be  kept  from  getting  enough  of 
it.  It  is  well  knowTi  that  our  school  ex¬ 
pects  its  students  to  put  a  considerable 
amoimt  of  time  into  schoolwork;  Hours  ' 
upon  hours  of  homework,  howeVeq'  can’ 
place  great  strain  on  a  student’s  ability  to 


STUDENT  FALLS  ASLEEP 


learn  and  develop.  Besides,  what  abou 
the  time  teenagers  need  to,  well,  just  bi 
teenagers? 

I  suggest  that  the  school  providi 
for  “naptime.”  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that 
naptime  is  useless  unless  it  emulates  tht 
bedtime  setting.  Therefore,  I  also  suggest 
the  establishment  of  a  nap  room.  College! 
and  universities  make  use  of  such  room: 
as  a  place  where  students  can  relax,  read 
or  sleep.  This  room  would,  in  theory,  be 
complete  with  all  the  necessary  things 
for  a  good  rest:  soft 
pillows,  warm  blan- 
jikets,  and  perhaps 
a  few  comfortable 
;  armchairs.  Students 
'  would  be  permitted 
■  I  to  come  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  room  when 
•and  only  when  they 
leed  to  rest.  Chaf¬ 
ing  and  other  dis- 
jtracting  activities 
would  not  be  al¬ 
lowed.  Spots  in 
the  room  could  be  reserved  after  school 
for  study  periods  the  following  day — a 
method  similar  to  that  used  to  sign  up  for 
use  of  the  library 

Every  student,  however,  seems  to 
be  aware  of  the  obstacles  that  stand  in 
the  way  of  accomplishing  such  a  task.  “It 
sounds  like  a  great  idea,  but  the  problem 
is  the  lack  of  cooperation  with  both  the 
faculty  and  the  student  body,”  says  Jeff 
Mufioz  (II).  Indeed,  this  remains  the 
greatest  barrier.  Some  teachers  simply 
don’t  agree.  Others  believe  that  40  to  45 
minutes  of  rest  may  not  be  enough.  To 
those,  I  would  say  that  whether  or  not  a 
student  actually  goes  into  deep  sleep  does 
not  matter,  as  long  as  he  or  she  is  resting. 
A  space  that  allows  resting  in  near  silence 
allows  the  repose  that  no  other  location 
in  the  schobl  dbfes.  This  might  allow  some 
students- to  get  that  boost  oF'ene'r^  that 
they  need  to  perform  well  at  this  school. 


Selective  Sympathy 

By  Andrew  Klein,  III 

Assistant  Forum  Editor 


Accounts  of  genocide  are  daily 
fixtures  in  most  “decent”  newspapers. 
Injustices  permeate  the  world  faster 
than  George  W.  Bush  can  spew  lies. 
Human  rights  violations  plague  nearly 
every  corner  of  this  planet.  How,  then, 
is  so  “illustrious”  a  nation  as  the  U.S.  to 
decide  which  factions  to  support,  which 
injustices  to  condemn,  and  where  to 
intervene? 

In  case  you  could  not  detect  the 
sarcasm  lining  the  word  “illustrious,”  I 
will  now  clarify:  Do  not  be  fooled.  The 
United  States  is  no  altruistic  nation.  It 
does  not  come  to  the  assistance  of  other 
countries  out  of  the  kindness  of  its  heart. 
The  US.,  rather,  makes  poUtical  decisions, 
motivated  by  imperiaHsm  and  greed. 

The  current  occupation  of  Iraq 
exemplifies  the  United  States’  method  of 
hand — selecting  where  it  is  appropriate 
to  intervene.  While  the  details  of  Saddam 
Hussein’s  dictatorial  regime,  fraught  with 
accounts  of  torture,  were,  and  are,  no 
secret,  one  must  question  why  bringing 
democracy  to  Iraq  quickly  became  such 
an  urgent  issue.  Saudi  Arabia,  Jordan,  and 
many  other  nations  also  boast  oppressive 
tyrants — so  why  Iraq?  Could  it  possibly 
have  something  to  do  with  Iraq’s  vital  oil 
supply,  or  could  it  be  our  nation’s  standoff¬ 
ish  relationship  with  Hussein?  Does  our 
country  somehow  believe  that  Iraqis  need 
democracy  more  than,  say,  Jordanians? 
Rather,  it  seems  more  rational  to  assume 
that  we  only  turn  our  back  to  Jordan’s  bru¬ 
tal  un-elected  king  because  of  his  friendly 
liaison  status  with  the  United  States. 

Many  other  instances  of  double 
standards  and  politically  motivated  me¬ 
diation  efforts  are  prevalent  around  the 
world.  Annually,  the  U.S.  directs  bilhons 
of  dollars  of  aid’ fd'lsrielhiib  leaves- na¬ 
tions  plagued  by  genocide,  Such  as  Sudan 
and  the  Congo,  hanging.  As  the  U.S.  con¬ 


tinues  to  assist  the  armed-to-the-teeth 
and  belligerent  Israelites,  the  Palestinian 
residents  of  the  area  continue  to  suffer.  It 
does  not  help  that  the  European  Union 
and  the  United  States  have  both  cut  off 
aid  to  the  Palestinians.  This  is  especially 
detrimental  in  the  wake  of  a  Palestinian 
oil  shortage  that  has  led  to  the  affliction 
of  many. 

Furthermore,  we  have  no  qualms 
about  donating  biUions  to  help  tsimami 
victims  (certainly  a  righteous  cause,  but  in 
no  way  controversial),  but  refuse  to  give 
the  people  suffering  in  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo  the  time  of  day  In 
the  Congo,  over  three  miUion  people  have 
died  as  a  result  of  genocide  and  civil  war, 
yet  we  deem  the  situation  “too  messy” 
and  refuse  to  intervene.  Mass  killings 
and  unrest  have  led  to  the  deaths  of  over 
400,000  in  Sudan,  but  the  most  powerful 
mihtary  in  the  world  seems  more  comfonr 
able  shooting  illegal  immigrants  coming 
across  the  border  and  massacring  tens  of 
thousands  of  innocent  ci-vihans  in  Iraq 
than  preventing  fatalities  in  Darfur. 

“Selective  sympathy”  is  the  act  of 
sympatluzing  with  nations  and/or  inter 
vening  in  situations  that  somehow  benefit 
the  sympathizer.  The  U.S.  is  no  stranger  to 
this  calculating  methodology,  and,  in  fact, 
embraces  it  with  open  arms.  This  approach 
has  made  the  U.S.  powerful,  unrelenting, 
and  tmmune  to  a  guilty  conscience.  Vb’re 
“helping”  just  a  few  Iraqis,  so  who  cares 
about  the  Palestinians?  Who  c^es  about 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  dead  in  Darfur 
and  the  miUions  dead  in  the  Congo?  If  we 
can  “bring  democracy”  to  Iraq,  and  use  it 
as  a  toehold  on  the  Aliddle  East,  then  why 
go  out  of  our  way  to  muddle  our  friend¬ 
ship  -with  Saudi  Arabia’  These  are  typical 
questions  posed  by  one  of  the  principal 
“selective  sympathizers”  in  the  world. 
Such  appears  to  be  the  position  of  the 
principal  “selective  sympathizer”  in- the' 
worlds  Who.  cares?  they  ask.  Let  us  show  ' 
the  government  that  we  do  care. 
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By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Throwing  Away  the  Manual 

,  II  teach  me  that  had  not  been  included  in  was.  “Whn  rarps?”  nr.,r.L  i  ^ 


Last  summer  I  took  a  30-hour  get- 
it-all-overwith-in-one-week  driver’s  ed 
course.  I  figured  that  if  I  had  to  do  it,  I 
might  as  well  make  it  as  quick  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  not  devote  any  after  school 
hours  to  the  effort.  Of  course,  because 
everything  was  covered  in  one  week, 
we  had  to  have  five  six-hour  days  in 
a  row,  with  no  aii^conditioning,  and 
with  no  change  in  subject — that’s  one 
thing  that  can  be  said  for  school:  the 
classes  actually  end  after  45  minutes. 

It  was  painful,  in  spite  of  the  antics  of 
the  instructor  and  a  lunch  break  that 
was  longer  than  ij  minutes. 

We  were  pumped  chockrfull  of  in¬ 
formation,  including  a  quick  rundown 
on  how  car  insurance  works.  Despite 
all  that,  I  still  am  not  sure  how  to  turn 
on  the  high  beams.  Driver’s  ed  equips 
teenagers  for  hypothetical  situations, 
yet  fails  to  provide  us  with  adequate 
actual  driving  experience.  Driver’s  ed 
should  allow  us  to  develop  the  skills 
required  to  be  good  drivers,  and  not 
just  make  us  aware  of  the  penalties  if 
we  happen  to  end  up  as  bad  ones. 

Many  students  enter  driver’s  ed 
with  the  expectation  that  it  will  be  a 
waste  of  time.  I  had  read  the  manual,  the 
whole  boring  yellow  book,  had  passed 
the  test  to  get  my  permit,  and  was  skepti¬ 
cal  about  what  this  class  could  possibly 


teach  me  that  had  not  been  included  in 
the  manual.  There  were  only  so  many 
hand  signals  and  diagrams  of  how  to  go 
about  taking  a  right  turn  from  a  right 
lane  that  a  person  can  take,  and  that’s 
just  to  mention  some  of  the  more  worth- 

f  t 


was,  “Who  cares?”  Drunk  driving  and 
other  irresponsible  driving  habits  are  a 
problem,  but  there  must  be  a  better  way 
of  dealing  with  them  than  by  whapping 
prospective  drivers  over  the  head  with 
their  awfulness  all  the  time.  A  focus  on 


STUDENT  DRIVERS  TEST  THEIR  NEW  WHEELS 


while  things  that  were  covered. 

I  was  astounded  when  the  test  to 
get  my  permit  was  dominated  by  such 
questions  as  “W^hat  is  the  maximum  fine 
for  DUI?  and  “W’hat  is  the  minimum 
punishment  for  ignoring  the  stop  sign  on 
the  side  of  a  school  bus?”  My  response 


basic  driving  skills  in  driver’s  ed  would  be 
far  more  productive  than  showing  cheesy 
videos  about  road  rage  and  speeding. 

I  found  the  required  six  hours 
driving  with  an  instructor  to  be  the 
most  valuable  part  of  my  driver’s  ed 
experience.  I’ll  be  honest:  pulling  out  of 


the  parking  lot  where  I’d  been  practic¬ 
ing  and  onto  a  real  road  with  intersec¬ 
tions  and  traffic  lights  was  scary.  My 
instructor  pushed  me  even  though  I  was 
scared,  pointing  out  flaws  and  praising 
aspects  of  my  driving  that  I  did  without 
thinking.  Apparently,  I’m  really  good  at 
coming  gradually  to  a  stop,  so  no  one 
goes  flying  through  the  windshield. 
And  furthermore,  that  aspect  of  driv¬ 
ing  instruction  was  real.  None  of  that 
“if  you  fishtail,  take  your  hands  off  the 
.  wheel  and  your  foot  off  the  brake”  busi¬ 
ness.  You  can  know  all  that,  but  it’s  still 
hypothetical  and  phony.  When  you’re 
actually  on  the  road,  you  must  be  aware 
of  everything  and  be  able  to  do  anything 
at  a  moment’s  notice.  This  is  something 
that  no  amount  of  classroom  instruction 
can  teach.  I  still  panic  a  little  when  I 
g  see  a  yellow  light  (should  I  keep  going? 

“  or  stop?),  but  not  as  much  as  when  I 
first  began.  I  have  a  much  better  sense 
of  what  to  do  now  that  I’ve  had  more 
experience  on  the  road. 

While  there  is  some  range  in  what 
is  covered  in  classroom  driver’s  ed,  there 
is  only  so  much  it  can  teach.  It’s  hard 
to  remember  what  a  blinking  red  light 
means  if  you’ve  only  read  about  it  in  a 
manual.  If  there  is  concern  about  teens 
being  on  the  road,  there  needs  to  be  a 
system  that  puts  them  on  the  road  with 
instructors,  and  not  just  their  mentaT 
hernia-inducing  parents. 


The  Truth  About  Eastie 


By  Luigi  DePasquale,  II 

CONTRIBITLNG  WRITER 


I  have  lived  in  Eastie  my  whole 
life,  so  I  can  tell  you  that  Matt  Man¬ 
ning’s  interpretation  of  East  Boston 
from  the  last  issile  of  the  Argo  is  biased 
and  watered-down.  To  start  with  his  er¬ 
roneous  terminology,  “gumba,”  the  term 
for  a  stereotypical  Italian,  comes  from 
the  word  for  godfather,  not  the  word 
for  companion.  Get  your  facts  straight 
before  you  pretend  to  be  Italian.  Before 
I  continue,  it  is  important  to  note  that 
there  are  two  East  Bostons.  There’s 
East  Boston,  and  then  there’s  Orient 
Heights — two  very  different  parts  of 
Boston.  Now,  Manning’s  comment  about 
the  low  library-to-tanning-salon  ratio  is 


By  Olena  Savytska,  II 

Copy  Editing  Assocute 


What  could  say  more  about  a 
person  than  the  thunder  of  brand-new, 
impeccably  white  Air  Forces  or  a  three- 
row  studded  belt?  Beyond  making  a 
visual  impression,  clothing  reveals  many 
aspects  of  our  peers’  personalities  as 
well  as  their  roles  in  the  school’s  micro¬ 
society.  The  way  we  dress  can  often  give 
a  clue  to  some  aspect  of  our  natures  or 
attitudes.  Changes  in  style  signal  new 
revelations,  or,  at  times,  changes  in 
mood  or  developments  in  character. 

Why  do  we  have  to  have  those 
bleached  jeans  or  that  black  sweatshirt? 
Clothing  is  a  powerful  means  of  com¬ 
munication,  for  it  characterizes  a  person 
better  than  words  can.  Let  us  come  back 
to  the  Air  Forces.  The  smooth  leather  of 
this  powerful-looking  shoe  shows  pride 
and  love  for  perfection.  A  Timberland 
boot,  on  the  other  hand,  looks  indepen¬ 
dent  and  tough,  prepared  for  any  terrain 
;  and  any  weather.  The  colorful  Converse 
‘  shoes  show  a  sense  of  playfulness  and 


true.  Still,  the  only  people  I’ve  ever  seen 
at  the  tanning  salons  are  the  “preppy” 
people,  usually  those  of  Irish  decent 
and  in  no  way  connected  to  Italians. 
Gold?  Well,  gold  jewelry  is  rampant  in 
Eastie.  That  is  not  a  lie.  But  it  is  not 
quite  “gleaming  like  the  sun.”  As  for 
Manning’s  claims  about  the  gelled  hair... 
again,  that’s  true;  I  can’t  lie.  These  con¬ 
cessions  I  will  make,  but  that  is  where 
the  truth  ends. 

I  began  to  think  that  maybe  my 
perspective  on  the  argument  comes 
from  the  fact  that  I’m  from  Eastie 
Eastie,  and  not  from  Orient  Heights 
Eastie.  But  talking  to  my  peers,  I  real¬ 
ized  that  this  was  simply  not  the  case. 
Jacqui  Gover  (HI)  of  Orient  Heights 
said,  “I  don’t  think  I  have  ever  said  ‘kid’ 


like  that,  and  no  one  I  know  has  either.” 
Her  friend  Abby  Arcadipane  (HI)  from 
Eastie  Eastie  agreed,  saying  “Yeah!  Me 
either.”  I  have  never,  nor  have  any  of  my 
friends,  used  the  term  “kid”  as  Mr.  Man¬ 
ning  claims  it  is  used.  That  is,  of  course, 
unless  they  were  mocking  one  of  the 
“cool”  Eastie  kids.  Did  I  mention  that 
Gover  is  not  tanned?  Neither  is  Arcadi¬ 
pane,  or  most  of  the  other  people  from 
Eastie.  The  only  tanned  Eastie  “kids”  I 
know  are  my  Latino  friends. 

So  am  I  saying  that  these  cliched 
Eastie  people  don’t  exist?  No,  abso¬ 
lutely  not.  There  are  a  few  dozen  of 
them  across  Eastie,  but  if  you  wanted 
to  describe  Eastie  in  one  word,  it  would 
be  Latino. 

You  cannot  walk  from  Maverick 


towards  Central  Square  without  walking 
by  six  Papusarias.  Other  little  El  Salva¬ 
dorian  shops  and  restaurants  line  the 
streets.  Employees  in  every  store  you  go 
into  can  speak  fluent  Spanish.  Flags  of 
many  South  American  countries  adorn 
cars  and  store  windows.  Latino  voices  fill 
your  ears,  as  you  walk  down  the  street. 
And  the  crowd  at  the  Italian  Festival 
was  made  up  of  two  real  Italian  teens,  a 
thousand  mixed  teens,  and  roughly  five 
thousand  Latino  teens. 

You  can’t  judge  a  city  by  who’s  in 
your  clique.  If  you  have  never  seen  a 
Latino  in  Eastie,  then  you  need  some 
glasses.  I  know  that  some  people  do  fit 
the  “gumba”  description,  but  that  does 
not  even  begin  to  describe  the  Eastie 
population. 


Clothing  Hierarchy 


originality.  As  Yuan  Lin  Qui  (II)  says, 
“Clothing  shows  who  you  are  or  who 
you  want  to  be.” 

Colors  and  labels  can  also  give  in¬ 
sight  into  an  individual’s  personality.  Bold 
reds  and  blues  can  show  authority  and 
confidence.  Pastels  are  demure  and 
a  bit  flirtatious.  Black  is  a  sign  of  a 
non-conformist.  The  Ecko  rhinoceros 
demands  respect,  while  displaying  band 
logos  shows  a  sense  of  recklessness  and 
rebellion.  As  fashion  styles  differ,  so  do 
personahties. 

The  manner  in  which  we  present 
ourselves  on  a  particular  day  can  show 
how  we  feel  on  that  day.  Latoya  Sander 
son  (II)  admits,  “Some  days  I  feel  good 
and  want  to  dress  up.  Others,  I  will  wear  a 
rshirt  with  a  hole.”  High  heels  alternate 
with  sweatpants  as  sociability  changes 
to  irritability.  Perfectly  matched  cloth¬ 
ing  and  accessories  signal  a  wish  to  take 
the  lead  and  be  followed,  while  rainbow 
bracelets  or  mohawks  are  telling  signs  of 
a  rebel.  Even  the  inconspicuous  gray  tee 
seems  to  say,  “Don’t  mind  me — 
minding 


how  we  dress,  we  send  messages  about 
our  changing  feelings  and  dispositions 
to  those  around  us. 

Since  clothing  does  serve  as  a 
means  of  communication,  it  is  important 
that  we  make  that  communication  effec¬ 
tive.  Besides  the  somewhat  unsettling 
fact  that,  according  to  Aaron  Dykes 
(II),  “a  lot  of  people  walk  around  with 
bearup  sneaks  and  rshirts  every  day,” 
a  great  deal  of  miscommunication  can 
result  due  to  clothing.  When  I  put  on 
my  dog  tag  and  stick  out  the  tongues 
of  my  sneakers,  I  get  cautious,  even 
suspicious  glances  from  my  teachers, 
as  if  I  am  physically  challenging  their 
authority.  When  I  pick  out  a  more  schol¬ 
arly  polo,  I  am  called  on  frequently  and 
consulted  by  my  classmates.  It  is  not  as  if 
I  become  more  aggressive  or  more  studi¬ 
ous  with  my  wardrobe,  just  that  I  display 
different  aspects  of  my  personality. 

The  unavoidable  scrutiny  of 
clothes-readers,  however,  makes  it 


he  or  she  admires.  A  filture  lawyer  ought 
to  have  hints  of  the  somber  appearance 
of  a  legal  professional.  The  reasons 
behind  such  judgments  can  be  found 
in  the  black-and-white  dress  code  as¬ 
sociated  with  monotonous  office  jobs, 
as  compared  to  the  color  and  variety 
of  clothing  exhibited  by  celebrities. 
Clothing  has  many  connotations  in  our 
society,  and  therefore  an  individuals  can 
very  well  be  judged  on  what  their  cloth¬ 
ing  evokes. 

Whether  cruel  or  kind,  clothing 
has  become  far  more  than  just  laodily 
protection.  Colors,  styles,  and  combi¬ 
nations  can  label  a  person,  acting  as  a 
guide  to  what  may  lie  inside.  Although 
clothing  does  not  determine  character, 
it  certainly  does  seem  to  define  it  to 
others.  In  the  small  world  represented 
by  a  high  school,  clothing  places  an  in¬ 
dividual  in  a  certain  part  society.  There 
are  the  flashy  “celebrities,”  the  more 
conservative  “professionals,”  and  the 


I’m  jusi 

my  own  business.”  No  mattef  .expected 


mportant  tor  us  to  confine  ourselves  eyer-original  “non7C9nformists,' 
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“Si  se  puede”  or  “Yes  we  can”  was 
the  chant  roaring  across  the  United  States 
on  May  i,  which  was  proclaimed  the  “Na¬ 
tional  Day  for  Immigration  Justice.”  Hun¬ 
dreds  gathered  in  Boston  and  in  many 
other  cities  across  the  country  to  express 
their  opposition  to  threats  of  mass  depon 
tation  of  illegal  immigrants  in  America. 

Over  the  years  the  number  of  illegal 
immigrants  in  the  United  States  has  risen 
to  an  estimated  12  million,  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials  find  this  unacceptable.  But 
are  those  people,  dedicated  to  the  cause 
of  rallying  against  such  conditions,  not 
those  whose  immigrant  ancestors  made 
this  country  what  it  is  today?  Is  America 
not  the  land  of  the  free?  And  is  it  not  a 
land  of  opportunity  for  all  peoples  from  all 
over  the  world?  Are  immigrants  supposed 
to  be  treated  as  “criminals”  for  pursuing 
their  dreams  of  freedom  and  success  in 
the  United  States?  These  are  some  of  the 
argiunents  posed  to  the  US.  government 
by  the  supporters  of  Action  for  Immigra¬ 
tion  Justice. 

Well,  they’ve  just  received  a  “resolu¬ 
tion”  to  this  controversial  issue.  The  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States  addressed  the 
public  on  May  15  about  his  plans  for  stop¬ 
ping  illegal  immigration  (which  most  of 
you  probably  remember  because  it  inter 
rupted  the  season  finale  of  Prison  Break). 


He  is  planning  to  send  about  6,000 
troops  to  guard  the  Mexican-U.S.  border, 
but  claims  that  he  is  not  “militarizing  the 
southern  border.”  George  W  Bush  is  also 
allowing  the  illegal  immigrants  who  are 
already  stationed  in  the  US.  a  chance  to 
become  rightful  citizens,  though  many 
members  of  the  Congress  disagree  with 
this  decision  and  support 
more  “direct”  approach. 

But  what  would  a  violent 
approach  to  this  situation  pro¬ 
duce?  Would  it  not  only  cause 
more  rallies,  and  even  greater 
uprisings?  And  what  would 
happen  if  our  nation’s  laws  and 
systematic  government  is  chal¬ 
lenged?  Would  there  not  be 
even  less  respect  for  the  judi¬ 
cial  system  then  there  already 
is?  Either  way,  the  fact  that  im¬ 
migrants  have  been  and  are  the 
foundation  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  denied.  I  strongly 
give  accord  to  the  immigrants  and  their 
protests;  they  have  the  right  to  state  their 
opinions  because  the  United  States  is 
their  country  too. 

People  of  many  different  nations 
have  come  to  the  United  States  to  create 
a  successful  and  rewarding  life  that  they 
could  not  achieve  in  their  homelands. 
And,  up  until  now,  the  United  States  has 
always  welcomed  them  with  open  arms, 
promising  better  job  opportunities  and 


pay  But  recent  and  present  immigrants 
are  now  finding  this  abrupt  closing  of 
the  doors  offensive  and  uncalled  for. 
They  came  and  continue  to  come  to  this 
country  for  work,  and  undoubtedly  work 
consistently  and  efficiently  because  they 
know  that  it  is  a  privilege,  not  a  right.  But 
those  opposed  to  their  cause  claim  that 


these  illegal  immigrants  are  coming  into 
the  country  and  taking  jobs  that  should 
be  reserved  for  citizens,  '^re  those  jobs 
not  there  all  along,  before  the  influx  of 
immigrant  workers  arrived?  I  beheve  that 
many  US.  citizens  are  simply  not  putting 
initiative  into  searching  for  work,  or  not 
putting  effort  into  the  jobs  that  they  al¬ 
ready  possess,  and  are  looking  for  some¬ 
one  to  put  the  blame  on.  Opportunities  in 
America  are  available  to  most,  and  those 
who  do  not  take  the  liberty  to  grasp  them 


simply  choose  not  to.  There  will  always  be 
other  immigrants  who  are  willing  to  take 
these  chances. 

I  believe  that  immigrants,  illegal 
and  otherwise,  have  a  right  to  rally  and 
voice  their  opinion,  but  I  think  their  ap¬ 
proach  was  misinterpreted.  They  should 
not  evoke  a  feeling  of  threat;  they  are  not 
here  to  “take  over”  the  country, 
and  frankly  should  not  have  to 
prove  this  to  the  government. 
No,  I  do  not  support  the  ideas 
of  it  being  necessary  for  im¬ 
migrants  to  learn  English  and 
praise  the  American  flag.  Immi¬ 
grants  should  preserve  loyalty 
to  their  origins,  and  as  long  as 
they  regard  respect  for  Ameri¬ 
ca,  I  think  that  they  should  not 
be  forced  out  of  the  country. 

Bush,  once  again,  has 
made  an  illogical  decision  re¬ 
garding  a  conflict  within  our 
nation.  Yes,  it  was  plausible  to 
allow  illegal  immigrants  already  settled  in 
America  to  rightfully  become  citizens,  but 
he  contradicted  himself  by  militarizing 
the  Mexican-United  States  border.  Com¬ 
promise  can  not  be  achieved  by  promot¬ 
ing  violence.  I  side  with  those  rallying,  as 
long  as  it  is  kept  peaceful  and  respectful, 
and  their  efforts  support  their  cause;  to 
be  accepted  in  and  allowed  access  to  the 
country  that  they  helped  and  continue  to 
help  build. 


When  Push  Comes  to  Air  Strike 

By  Max  MacrhieS,  I  Further  action  is  justified.  The 

_ Contributing  Writer _  Iranian  people  hold  no  love  for  their  gov¬ 
ernment  and  it  would  be  possible  to  ftmd. 
As  events  in  Iran  spiral  out  of  con-  train,  and  arm  a  violent  resistance  move- 
trol,  it  is  important  to  keep  a  realistic  ment  in  an  attempt  to  topple  the  govern- 
standpoint.  Any  action  Iran  takes  must  ment  from  the  inside.  Also,  with  many  US. 
be  viewed  vrith  three  principles  in  mind,  forces  nearby  it  is  well  within  the  power 
The  first  is  that  a  nuclear  Iran  is  danger  of  the  armed  forces  to  destroy  the  various 
ous.  The  second  is  that  Iran  cannot  be  nuclear  facilities  through  air  strikes.  This 
trusted.  The  third  is  that  any  action  taken  would  easily  push  the  Iranians  back  to  the 
to  deal  with  Iran  must  align  with  the  first  very  beginning  of  their  research, 
two  precepts.  Iran  is  a  dangerous  and  Iranian  retaliation  is  not  a  true 

untrustworthy  fascist  state  that  seeks  to  threat. The  Iraman  mihtary  consists  mainly 
obtain  nuclear  weaponry.  Should  it  do  so,  of  poorly  trained  conscripts.  The  Elite 
the  consequences  would  be  disastrous  for  Revolutionary  Guard  can  be  easily  de- 
Western  civilization.  stroyed  with  air  strikes  and  Special  Forces 

Iran  is  a  state  sponsor  of  terrorism,  operatives.  The  new  weapons  the  Iranian 
The  government  hates  the  United  States,  military  tested  in  the  Straits  of  Hormuz  will 
and  for  a  good  reason.  The  United  States  be  useless  because  their  antiquated  air  force 
propped  up  a  hated  shah  who  was  eventu-  cannot  match  the  Sixth  Fleet.  Exactly  as 
ally  overthrovwi  by  the  people.  He  was  in  the  Six-Day  War,  the  US.  Air  Force  will 
replaced  with  a  revolutionary  council  of  decimate  the  entire  Iranian  air  force  in  the 
radical  mullahs.  They  seek  to  destroy  the  first  few  hours. 

^^st  and  create  the  perfect  worldwide  The  only  real  threat  was  made  by 

Islamic  state.  It  is  not  just  Iran,  but  all  of  Iranian  president  Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad. 
radical  Islam  that  we  ^t  in  the  War  on  He  threatened  that  40,000  suicide  bomb- 
TerrorThe  Iranians,  however,  are  currently  ers  would  assault  Western  cities.  Ultimately, 
trying  to  rally  the  rest  ofthe  Muslim  world  the  threat  of  suicide  attacks  is  not  much 
agamst  us.  For  this  reason  they  are  the  next  of  a  deterrent,  because  no  matter  what 
major  threat  to  the  United  States.  happens,  those  40,000  potential  martyrs 

If  only  there  were  some  way  to  divert  are  going  to  attack.  If  we  wait  too  long, 
the  trage<fy  and  disaster  that  is  brewing  in  however,  some  may  have  nuclear  weapons 
the  area.  Perhaps  an  international  treaty!  instead  of  simple  bombs.  The  concept 
Something  that  would  not  allow  nuclear  of  mutually  assured  destruction  holds  no 
proliferation...  Yes,  a  non-proliferation  meaning  for  people  who  are  prepared  to 
treaty!  In  feet,  we  already  have  one,  and  strap  bombs  to  themselves  (or,  in  the  case 
Iran  is  defying  such  a  treaty  If  only  there  of  the  Iranian  ruling  party,  strap  bombs  to 
were  a  model  for  what  happens  when  a  their  brainwashed  people), 
radical  fascist  state  defies  a  written  treaty...  It  is  wonderful  to  strive  for  peace. 

Wait,  that  happened  too,  in  Munich  with  In  a  world,  however,  where  a  country  can 
Hitler.  Hitler  defied  the  treaty  and  started  completely  ignore  a  treaty  and,  rather  than 
WorW^l^  II.  So,  I  guess  the  U.N.  is  stying,  face  consequences,  wait  impatiently  for  a 
“If  at  first,  appeasement  doesn’t  succeed,  more  lenient  treaty,  it  will  be  impossible, 
try  try  again!”  Peace  is  only  possible  among  people  un- 

This  begs  the  questions:  what  is  to  be  encumbered  by  their  governments.  The 
done?  The  answer  is  simple.  The  Iranians  Iranian  government  has  no  interest  in 
have  not  proven  themselves  trustworthy  peace  and  seeks  to  destroy  the  liberal  way 
and  are  dangerous,  and  so  their  demands  of  life.  If  the  radical  Tslamir  terrorists  win 
are  to  be  met  with  harsh  penalties.  The  and)iSfestemcivilization  is, destroyed  there 
current  US.  policyofpushir^forsanctions  wjU  be  no  more  dissent,  no  more  slogans, 
is  correct.  and  no  more  freedom 


Thank  you  to 
all  the  staff  and 
faculty  at  BLS!!! 

A  special  thank  you  to 
Ms.  Median  for  your 
unflagging  enthusiasm 
and  support 
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Class  Officers'  Farewells 

President 


Shawna  Lee 
Sinnott 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  gradu¬ 
ation  will  be  over.  You’ll  probably  be 
sitting  in  your  living  room,  trying  to 
recover  emotionally  from  what  you’ve 
just  experienced.  You’re  trying  to  come 
to  grips  with  the  fact  that  high  school  is 
really  over. 

I  know,  it’s  hard.  I’ll  probably  still 
be  bawling  for  days.  But  hey,  what  can  we 
do?  It  was  a  fun  ride.  Now  on  to  greater 
things. 


As  much  as  we’d  like  to  think  of 
ourselves  as  being  strong,  independent, 
totally  self-willed  individuals,  we  have  to 
give  credit  where  credit  is  due  and  thank 
all  of  the  people  who  helped  us  on  our 
Latin  School  journey.  First,  Ms.  Kelley, 
whose  tireless  dedication  to  BLS  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  all  of  us.  Next,  the  BLS 
teachers  and  faculty,  whose  devotion  and 
passion  for  teaching  helped  to  develop  us 
into  the  adults  we  have  become.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  we  must  thank  our  families,  who 
were  always  there  to  support  us.  Thank 
you  mom,  dad,  Shannon,  Shailagh,  Sinead, 
Grammy,  Nana,  and  Papa,  and  to  all  of 
my  other  relatives  and  extended  family. 
I  know  I  wouldn’t  have  made  it  without 
you  guys.  I  hate  to  sound  mushy,  but  you 
all  really  mean  a  lot  to  me.  and  you  were  a 
big  part  of  my  Boston  Latin  experience. 

Thank  you  to  all  of  the  students 
who  worked  to  better  our  BLS  experi¬ 
ence.  I’m  talking  to  you.  Class  Commit¬ 
tee.  I’d  especially  like  to  thank  the  officers 
for  their  continued  hard  work  throughout 


the  year.  Hoi,  Neysa,  Michelle,  and  Alia, 
you  are  all  awesome,  and  it  was  a  pleasure 
working  with  you. 

Finally,  we  must  thank  our  friends — 
our  friends  who  were  always  there  to 
listen,  to  help,  to  support.  It  took  a 
team  effort  to  make  it  through,  and  we 
were  a  beastly  team.  Thank  you  to  all  my 
friends;  you  are  all  amazing  and  I’ll  never 
forget  you. 

To  the  students  at  BLS  who  are 
not  graduating  with  us  this  year:  you 
have  a  responsibility  now,  to  carry  on 
the  tradition  and  name  of  Boston  Latin 
School  proudly  and  nobly.  Keep  winning 
us  those  championships,  keep  playing 
those  instruments,  and  keep  trying  to 
convince  sixies  that  there  is  a  fourth  floor 
swimming  pool.  Continue  to  uphold  our 
academic  reputation,  and  when  things 
seem  bleak,  know  that  you  will  make  it 
if  you  tell  yourself  you  will.  Don’t  give 
up  the  ship. 

To  the  Class  of  2006:  I  don’t  know 
what  I’m  going  to  do  without  you.  You 


have  taught  me  more  than  you  can  ever 
know,  and  I  am  so  grateful  to  have  been 
part  of  this  absolutely  amazing  class.  You 
inspire  me,  motivate  me,  and  humble  me. 
It’s  difficult  to  think  that  next  fall  I  won’t 
be  seeing  your  faces  every  day. 

What’s  keeping  me  together  is 
knowing  that  it’s  not  really  over.  As  I  have 
said  before,  Latin  School  will  have  more 
of  a  presence  in  our  future  than  in  our 
past.  We  are  going  to  see  Boston  Latin 
School  in  our  everyday  lives,  whether 
we  want  to  or  not.  Then  there  are  those 
reunions,  which  I  can  assure  you  will  be 
awesome.  We’ll  all  get  back  together  and 
have  some  great  stories  to  share  with  one 
another.  Five  years  will  go  by  so  fast. 

As  tough  as  it  is  to  say  goodbye,  we 
have  new  adventures  before  us:  new  roads 
to  travel,  new  sights  to  see,  new  people 
to  meet.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  great 
things  about  each  and  every  one  of  you  in 
the  future.  “Sumus  primi”  has  never  been 
more  true  for  any  other  class. 

Semperfi. 


Hoi  Nguyen 


Vice  President 


I  first  started  off  senior  year  telling 
myself  to  focus  and  to  make  college  and 
schoolwork  my  priority.  “No  time  for 
hanging  out  or  socializing  this  year,”  I 
reminded  myself  the  week  before  school 
started.  But  who  was  I  kidding?  You  guys 
are  the  most  amazing  bunch  of  goofs 
who  bring  out  so  much  of  me.  I  only  say 
all  those  jokes  for  you  guys  (I  mean. ..half 
the  time  I  don’t  even  know  where  these 
jokes  come  from).  I’m  always  in  a  good 
mood  in  front  of  you  guys  because  I  want 
you  all  to  be  happy. 

So  some  time  between  the  end  of 
September  and  the  beginning  of  October 
I  thought  to  myself,  “Oh  man,  I  want  to 


run  for  vice  president.”  Of  course,  the 
reason  back  then  was  to  get  that  title 
onto  my  resume.  I  honestly  did  not 
expect  to  make  it  through  to  the  next 
round.  What  kind  of  Asian  boy  randomly 
gets  elected  into  office?  But  after  being 
elected,  I  really  did  try  to  do  my  job  as 
best  I  could  even  though  I  know  I  did 
not  do  much  of  anything  that  would’ve 
necessarily  benefited  you  guys  directly. 
I  hope  you  guys  will  not  remember  me 
as  the  useless  vice  president,  but  as  Hoi, 
the  guy  who’s  always  ready  to  make  you 
laugh  or  start  up  conversations  about 
eggs  and  hemorrhoids.  In  addition,  I  vow 
that  I  will  do  my  job  after  we  graduate. 


Don’t  worry!  You  guys  chose  a  good  vice 
president.  You’ll  be  hearing  from  me  for 
those  reunions. 

So  the  Argo  wants  me  to  write  550 
words. ..HA!  Please  Argo,  there’s  no  need 
for  an  essay.  I’ll  keep  it  simple.  You  guys 
are  the  craziest  bunch  of  people  that  I’ve 
ever  had  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting.  I 
hope  I  have  made  some  kind  of  lasting 
impression  on  you  guys  as  you  have  on 
me.  I  wish  you  guys  the  best  of  luck  in 
your  future  endeavors.  I’ll  see  you  guys 
at  our  reunion. 

With  utmost  sincerity  and  grati¬ 
tude, 

Mr.  Hoi 


Secretary 


Neysa 

Feliciana  Shum 


Hello,  guys.  It’s  already  the  end  of 
the  year.  I  remember  a  friend  of  mine 
telling  me  that  this  year  would  go  by 
before  we  knew  it,  and  it  was  true.  I  still 
remember  that  first  day  of  senior  year. 

It  has  been  an  honor  to  be  your 
class  secretary.  It  is  true  that  I  did  not 
get  to  know  many  of  you  this  year,  and 
probably  still  won’t  in  the  future.  Al¬ 
though  that  is  the  case,  hopefully  I’ll  see 
all  of  you  during  our  class  reunions— it’ll 
be  funny  to  see  how  everyone  has 
grown  up,  how  many  wrinkles  we  have 
acquired  or  how  many  grandchildren 
we  have  had.  Once  again,  I  do  have  to 


say  thank  you  to  all  of  you,  even  those 
of  you  whom  I  do  not  know.  This  year, 
my  senior  year,  your  senior  year,  was 
definitely  my  best  year  and  it  was  all 
because  of  the  people  (you  guys).  Even 
when  we  all  go  our  separate  ways,  it’s 
going  to  be  okay.  I’ll  make  sure  that 
everyone  will  know  when  it’s  pep  rally 
time  (Thanksgiving)  so  that  we  can 
see  who  did  gain  the  freshman  15.  I’ll 
make  sure  that  our  five-year  reunion 
will  be  at  a  swanky  hot  spot  where  we 
can  celebrate  finally  being  legal  (21).  I’ll 
make  sure  that  at  our  75th  reunion,  we’ll 
celebrate  it  at  a  place  with  bathrooms 


within  two  steps.  I’ll  make  sure  we 
won’t  lose  each  other,  because  whether 
we  hate  or  love  each  other,  we  are  the 
Class  of  2006  of  Boston  Latin  School. 
We’re  a  group,  a  big  huge  clique,  believe 
it  or  not.  We’re  the  best  of  the  best. 
Remember  that. 

I  may  not  have  been  the  best  class 
secretary  out  there,  but  I  do  want  you 
guys  to  know  that  I  do  care  about  you. 
Whether  I  know  you  personally  or  not, 
whether  you  dislike  me  or  not  or  vice 
versa,  you  did  make  my  year.  All  in  all, 
thanks!  I  will  not  forget  about  my  duties 
to  you  all  and  I  will  not  forget  you. 


Treasurer 


Michelle  Finley 


I  don’t  like  to  say  goodbye  because 
it’s  so  hard,  especially  since  I’m  typing  this 
the  day  that  it’s  due.  Procrastination  is  the 


key 

So  here  we  are  nine  months  later,  June 
2006.  Wfe’ve  come  a  very  long  way:  some 
of  us  four  years,  some  six  years,  and  some 
even  seven  years,  but  we  made  it.  “It  was  the 
best  of  times,  it  was  the  worst  of  times...” 
We  have  been  through  a  lot  together:  the 
Annex,  getting  kicked  out  the  library  in 
eighth  grade,  September  ii,  many  unfortu¬ 
nate  deaths,  and  long  nights  doing  the  final 
research  paper.  We  have  bonded  in  ways 
we  never  thought  possible,  such  as  hanging 
out  -vith  people  we  never  thought  we  would 
hang  out  with. 

I  remember  that  in  the  piece  I  wrote 
for  the  October  issue,  I  promised  I  would 
get  the  senior  class  enough  money  so  that 
we  would  not  be  in  any  debt.  I  am  proud  to 
say  that  I  have  achieved  this  goal.  Despite 
the  fact  that  a  lot  of  planned  fundrais¬ 
ers  were  cancelled,  ir  was  a  great  year.  To 
recap,  our  events  were  a  Red  Sox  Day  the 


Halloween  costume  contest,  selling  those 
purple  bracelets,  the  Valentine’s  Day  candy 
grams,  selling  the  senior  sweatshirts,  and 
Hawaiian  Day  The  most  memorable  has  to 
be  Halloween,  where  all  of  you  participated 
in  some  way,  so  much  so  that  it  was  a  senior 
sweep  in  the  prizes.  I  hope  I  pleased  you  all 
as  aTreasiurer,  being  open  to  your  ideas  and 
easily  accessible. 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  making 
my  six  years  enjoyable  and  frustrating  at 
the  same  time.  This  includes  my  teachers 
for  keeping  me  up  late  nights,  striving  for 
that  A,  which  often  was  not  possible.  I  have 
spent  one-third  of  my  life  with  you.  I  believe 
I  spent  more  time  at  BLS  and  around  its 
inhabitants  than  I  did  in  my  own  home  and 
around  my  own  family  Yju  all  have  made 
me  into  the  person  that  I  am  now,  and  I  am 
grateful,  for  you  have  prepared  me  for  many 
things  to  come.  It’s  hard  to  believe  that  it’s 
aU  over.  It’s  even  harder  to  believe,  however. 


that  we’re  going  off  to  college  and/or  bigger 
and  better  things.  I  never  thought  that  this 
day  would  come.  Y)u  aU  are  a  great  group  of 
kids.  We  aU  played  sports,  were  musically  or 
theatrically  involved,  or  were  active  in  some 
clubs,  yet  we  were  able  to  keep  our  grades 
up  and  make  it  to  this  magical  point  in  life. 
Just  as  we  have  progressed  from  being  fifth 
on  the  MCAS  in  eighth  grade  to  becoming 
first  in  tenth  grade,  we  have  matured  and 
grown  together. 

Maybe  you  won’t  remember  the  fatr 
tual  stuff  learned,  like  the  fifth  declension, 
derivatives,  electron  configurations,  or  the 
many  equations  used  throughout  the  years, 
but  take  with  you  the  lessons  learned,  like 
time  management,  not  sleeping,  writing 
great  papers  in  one  night,  great  speaking 
skills,  and  multitasking.  These  are  what 
make  you  better  than  most  and  are  what 
■  will  carry  you  far  into  the  future. 

It’s  not  goodbye,  but  “see  you  later.” 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Notes  from  the  Valedictorian 


Jessica  Qu 

What’s  there  to  say  in  a  farewell? 
The  whole  thing  can  be  summarized  in 
these  words:  “I’ll  miss  you...have  a  nice 
life!”  And  one  can  hardly  expect  original¬ 
ity  in  a  farewell,  particularly  my  farewell, 
since  there  have  been  370  previous  ones 
(assuming  every  one  of  my  predecessors 
wrote  one,  which  I  also  highly  doubt) 
and  since  I  have  just  finished  writing 
my  graduation  speech,  which  says  pretty 
much  the  same  thing:  good-bye.  My 
point  is,  it’s  hard  not  to  be  cheesy  or 
repetitive,  and  if  you  underclassmen  are 
expecting  some  useful  or  smart  advice, 
something  like  Valedictatorship  for  Dum¬ 
mies,  I’m  sorry  to  disappoint.  Let  me  as¬ 
sure  you,  first  off,  that  a  rational  person 
would  never  sacrifice  bUssful  sleep  just  to 
add  .00000002  to  her  GPA.  Therefore, 
what  you  read  beyond  this  point  may  be 
irrational.  Consider  that  the  disclaimer. 

As  I  reflect  upon  the  past  four 
years — from  the  first  day  of  freshman 
year  when  I,  a  clueless  and  intimidated  B- 
sie,  thought  the  school  was  a  giant  zoo,  to 
the  last  day  of  senior  year,  which  I  spent 
at  a  real  zoo  in  Ohio — I  realize  that, 
surprisingly,  I  do  have  some  things — a  lot 
of  things,  in  fact — to  miss  about  Boston 
Latin.  Maybe  it’s  just  the  sentimental¬ 
ity  in  the  air,  but  for  the  last  few  days, 
when  everything  was  a  last,  even  the 
most  ridiculous  aspects  of  the  school 
became  part  of  a  precious  memory.  The 


last  time  I  waited  in  the  lunch  line  for 
20  minutes  and  wolfed  down  my  food  in 
two  minutes  (okay,  so  the  actual  food  is 
probably  not  part  of  that  memory);  the 
last  time  I  ran  from  the  first  to  the  third 
floor  in  search  of  a  stall  with  toilet  paper; 
even  the  last  time  I  reported  at  7  a.m. 
to  tardy  detention  seemed  to  be  full  of 
meaning.  Future  graduating  classes,  you 
will  emerge  from  the  tunnel  eventually, 
and  you  will  miss  the  darkness  and  damp¬ 
ness  of  that  tunnel.  So  cherish  your  life 
as  it  is  now.  (Yep,  it’s  definitely  easy  for 
me  to  say.  Now  all  seniors,  point  and  do 
the  evil  senior  laugh.) 

And  did  I  mention  that  I’ll  miss  the 
people?  Actually,  since  so  many  of  my  fel¬ 
low  graduates  are  going  with  me  to  BLS 
Take-Two  across  the  river,  I  fortunately 
have  fewer  people  to  miss.  (Beginning  of 
cheesiness.  Feel  free  to  skip  ahead.  Actu¬ 
ally,  skip  the  whole  thing  while  you  are  at 
it.)  At  Boston  Latin,  I’ve  met  a  selection 
of  some  of  the  most  fascinating  individu¬ 
als  I’ve  ever  known.  Some  became  my 
close  friends;  some  I  wouldn’t  mind  gen¬ 
tly  booting  in  the  behind.  The  diversity 
of  students’  and  teachers’  personafities 
and  circumstances  is  exactly  what  makes 
Latin  School  so  special.  People  here  are 
rough  around  the  edges.  For  that  reason 
alone,  coming  to  Latin  beats  going  to 
any  well-manicured  private  or  suburban 
high  school  any  day.  And  because  of  that, 
I  will  certainly  miss  the  people,  whether 
or  not  booting  is  involved. 

Now  that  I’ve  said  the  “miss”  part, 
here  comes  the  “bye”  part.  The  Class  of 
2006  will  have  to  leave  sometime,  or 
the  juniors  will  hate  our  guts.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  surreal  that  some  of  the  faces  that 
we’ve  seen  every  day  will  never  be  seen 
again — at  least,  probably  not  until  our 
50th  reunion.  By  that  time,  who’s  to  say 
that  the  hot  one  will  still  be  hot,  or  that 
the  smart  one  will  still  be  smart?  Never¬ 
theless,  farewell  is  the  only  logical  thing 
to  say  at  this  point.  So  to  Boston  Latin 
School,  its  teachers,  staff,  underclassmen, 
and  my  fellow  graduates:  I  will  certainly 
miss  you!  Now  buh-bye! 


Notes  from  the  Salutatorian 


Veronica 

Koven-Matasy 

It’s  always  struck  me  as  ironic  that 
the  people  who  get  to  write  these  articles 
or  speeches  or  whatever  often  have  so 
little  to  say  The  student  second  from  the 
bottom  of  the  class  has  no  doubt  had  a 
much  more  interesting  experience  at  BLS 
than  I  have.  But  alas,  that  won’t  get  me 
out  of  writing  my  article,  and  so  I  must 
press  on. 

To  the  Class  of  2006:  congratula¬ 
tions.  We  made  it.  "ibu’ve  heard  it  count¬ 
less  times  in  these  past  few  weeks,  and 
you’ll  hear  it  many  times  more  before  we 
head  off  to  our  various  respective  colleges. 
While  we’re  reflecting  on  this  accomplish¬ 
ment — six  years,  or  four,  or  seven,  and 
we’re  out  of  this  heU-hole — let’s  pause  for 
just  a  moment  and  remember  that  we  lost 
a  few  of  oiu:  own  on  the  way  A  brief  silence 
in  honor  of  the  students  who  jumped  ship 
while  they  still  could,  and  best  of  luck  to 
them  as  well,  wherever  they’re  headed. 

To  the  teachers:  thank  you.  Some  of 
you  were  extraordinary,  some  abominable, 
most  in  between,  but  that’s  life,  and  that’s 
what  we  came  to  learn.  So  thank  you  for 
the  lessons  in  persistence  and  futility 
(and  often  the  futility  of  persistence); 
we’ll  probably  need  them  more  than  aU 
the  dates  in  U.S.  History  that  we  never 
quite  managed  to  memorize.  I  can’t  speak 
for  anyone  else,  but  I  appreciate  your 


efforts. 

To  the  underclassmen,  I  suppose  I 
have  the  most  to  say  The  seniors  don’t 
need  advice,  or  at  least  not  any  I’m 
qualified  to  give.  We’re  out,  but  you’re 
left  behind  (please  note  how  kindly  I’m 
repressing  my  maniacal  laughter).  So 
here  goes. 

Keep  plodding  on,  and  for  god’s 
sake  don’t  contract  senioritis  any  earlier 
than  you  can  help  it.  All  that  pointless- 
seeming  hard  work  toughens  you  up 
for  the  moment  when  you  need  to  just 
buckle  down  and  get  your  research  paper 
or  term  project  done.  You’ll  be  grateful 
later.  Honest. 

"Ybu  don’t  have  to  be  brilliant  to  suc¬ 
ceed  at  BLS  (or  life,  hopefully).  It  helps 
in  most  situations,  but  genius  is  really  just 
the  multi-colored  sprinkles  on  top  of  the 
cupcake  of  success.  Aesthetically  pleasing, 
yes,  but  not  a  necessary  ingredient. 

Don’t  let  anyone  tell  you  what  your 
hmits  are.  Tbu  know  them  better  than 
anyone  else,  and  you  still  probably  aren’t 
fully  aware  of  where  they  are.  Try  a  class 
that  you  think  is  going  to  be  too  hard  for 
you.  I  did,  and  it  tinned  out  to  be  the  best 
choice  I  could  have  made,  as  well  as  my 
favorite  class  for  all  of  senior  year. 

Grades  matter.  I’m  not  going  to 
give  you  some  sentimental  crap  about 
how  they  don’t  represent  you  as  a  person. 
They’re  important,  so  try  to  get  good 
ones.  But  they  aren’t  the  most  important 
thing,  and  I  don’t  mean  that  in  a  sappy 
personal-esteem  boosting  way.  I  mean 
that  in  college  admissions  (and  why  else 
do  we  strive  for  good  grades?)  a  low  GPA 
is  easily  forgivable  if  you’re  an  interesting 
person.  If  you  get  straight  A+’s  and  never 
go  anywhere  but  school  and  your  home, 
you’ll  have  an  interesting  time  convincing 
the  college  you  want  to  accept  you  that 
you’re  a  “well-rounded  student.” 

That’s  about  it.  Those  of  you  out 
there  who  have  supported  me  through  six 
years  of  BLS,  consider  yourselves  thanked. 
This  is  Veronica  (although  our  illustrious 
editorin-chief  has  just  informed  me  that 
my  new  nickname  is  “Sally”),  signing  off. 
Have  a  great  hfe! 


Class  Committee  Chairman 


Alia  Qatarneh 


When  it’s  the  end,  you  always  start 
thinking  about  the  beginning — and  trust 
me,  I  have  been  thinking  and  thinking 
and  thinking.  It  hasn’t  fully  sunk  in  yet, 
maybe  because  I  was  too  busy  passing  out 


T-shirts  to  crazy  seniors  to  join  my  class¬ 
mates  during  the  final  seconds  of  our  high 
school  career  together.  But  that’s  how 
my  whole  senior  year  has  been:  hectic. 
From  harassing  people  to  pay  for  their 
senior  sweatshirts  to  complaining  about 
how  much  money  we’re  spending  on  the 
“imported  cheese”  at  prom,  my  position 
as  class  committee  chair  has  definitely 
affected  my  health,  happiness,  and  san¬ 
ity,  and  yet  I  wouldn’t  change  it  for  the 
world.  This  position  has  brought  me  a 
lot  closer  to  the  other  class  officers,  the 
chosen  members  of  class  committee,  and 
to  certain  members  of  the  faculty  But,  as 
I  write  this  article,  I  realize  that  I  am  one 
of  the  few  seniors  who  have  the  privilege 
of  writing  a  formal  goodbye.  I  don’t  think 
it  is  fitting  for  me  to  write  about  what  I 
did  as  class  committee  chair,  and  how  I 
did  it.  No — that  would  just  be  a  waste  of 
words.  So,  as  you  read  these  lines,  know 
that  I’m  speaking  from  my  heart. 

I’ll  start  off  by  saying  that  the  An¬ 


nex  was  the  place  to  be.  I  think  we  would 
all  be  different  people  if  we  hadn’t  been 
isolated  together  at  the  Annex.  And  be¬ 
cause  of  this,  I  have  heard  that  the  Class 
of  2006  is  the  best  class  to  ever  walk  the 
halls  of  Latin  School,  and  I  totally  agree. 
As  a  class,  we  have  gone  through  so  much. 
From  being  kicked  out  of  the  Ubrary  in 
eighth  grade,  to  losing  many  important 
people,  we  have  been  through  it  all.  Yet, 
we  persevered  as  a  class,  as  a  whole,  as  a 
family,  and  as  one. 

I  feel  that  thankryou’s  are  in  store.  I 
would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  members  of 
the  class  committee  for  putting  up  with 
my  threatening  e-mails  and  7  a.m.  meet¬ 
ings.  I  would  like  to  thank  the  officers  for 
coming  together  every  Thursday  to  figure 
out  what  was  going  on  because  we  clearly 
needed  a  clue,  since  written  proposals  did 
not  work.  To  Ms.  Stuppard  and  home¬ 
room  123,  thank  you  for  putting  up  with 
my  abundant  class  announcements  on  the 
chalkboard.  To  all  my  masters,  thank  you 


for  teaching  me  about  Zion’s  paradoxes 
and  the  fact  that  gravity  comes  down  at 
negative  9.8  meters  per  second  squared. 
To  my  friends,  you  have  kept  me  sane 
and  focused — most  of  the  time.  To  my 
trackies,  thank  you  for  keeping  me  on  “my 
toes”  and  beUeving  in  me  when  I  doubted 
myself.  To  my  family,  thank  you  for  your 
support.  Even  though  you  couldn’t  help 
with  my  calculus  homework,  you  guys 
tried.  I  love  you  so  much.  And  to  the  Class 
of  2006,  congratulations.  It  has  been  a 
great  six  years.  I  beheve  that  there  has 
been  at  least  one  point  in  your  Ufe  when 
you  doubted  yourself  about  Latin  School 
and  you  probably  wanted  to  give  up. 
Well,  good  thing  you  didn’t.  You  all  have 
accompUshed  something  amazing,  and  I 
know  that  each  and  every  one  of  you  will 
go  to  college  and  reach  above  and  beyond. 
In  closing,  I  would  like  to  leave  a  message 
not  just  for  the  astounding  Class  of  2006, 
but  for  everyone  who  is  reading  my  words: 
everything  happens  for  a  reason. 


Congratulations,  Lisa!!! 

Love,  Grandma,  Dad,  Mom 
&  Lydia 


AVDENTIOR  ITO  QVA  TVA  TE 
FORTVNASINET! 

MACTE  NOVA  VIRTVTE,  AMICI; 
SIC  ITVR  AD  ASTRA. 


Congratulations  THarr! 
We’re  proud  of  you! 
From  the  rest  of  the  Harr’s 
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- College  List - 

'One  of  life's  quiet  excitements  is  to  stand  somewhat  apart  from  yourself  and 
watch  yourself  softly  becoming  the  author  of  something  beautiful." 

-Norman  Maclean,  from  A  River  Runs  Through  It 


Ahmadifar.  Thomas 
Ajewole,  Oluwaseum 
Aikhalil.  Wael 
Andrade,  Christopher 
Andrews,  Xavier 
Arimah,  Georgette 
Astrella,  Ashley 
Avi,  Zahid 
Bailey.  Reginald 
Baker,  Kelly 
Balaconis,  Elizabeth 
Banani,  Tara 
Barash,  Talia 
Bark,  Boris 
Bamed-Smith,  James 
Bennett,  Ashely 
Bennett,  Shauna 
Berhane.  Kaleb 
Bemazzani,  Carolyn 
Bickerton.  Nicholas 
Blinstrub,  Christine 
Bodden,  Keisha 


U  Colorado 
Boston  C 
U  Mass  Boston 
U  Mass  Amherst 
Salve  Regina  U 
Spelman  C 
Suffolk  U 
Bentley  C 
U  Mass  Amherst 
Skidmore  C 
Harvard  C 
Barnard  C 
U  Michigan 
Boston  C 
Harvard  C 
Loyola  U  Chicago 
Westfield  State  C 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
Northeastern  U 
Mass  Maritime 
Boston  C 
U  Mass  Amherst 


Finfer,  Sophia 
Finlayson,  Elizabeth 
Finley,  Michelle 
Fitzgerald.  Molly 
Flaherty,  James 
Fleischer,  Adam 
Flores,  Jonathan 
Foley,  Rory 
Follett,  Brian 
Fradkov,  Elena 
Francisque,  Estepha 
Frazer,  Meghan 
French,  Dominic 
Friedman,  Clarence 
Gallant,  Jennifer 
Garland,  Radhika 
Garry,  Ashlyn 
Gatto.  Scott 


Boire,  David  Framingham  State  C 

Bondarevskaia,  Ira  U  Mass  Amherst 

Borogovac,  Azra  Boston  U 

Bower,  Ronald  Endicott  C 

Boyle,  Jessica  Iona  C 

Bravoco,  Joseph  Boston  U 

Brazzo,  Joseph  Northeastern  U 

Brown,  Stephen  U  Mass  Amherst 

But,  Arnold  U  Mass  Amherst 

Cabral,  Leide  Hamilton  C 

Calixte,  Rachelle  Harvard  C 

Callejas,  Vickie  U  Mass  Boston 

Carrizosa,  Ruben  U  Mass  Amherst 

Carroll,  Peter  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Casper,  Molly  Salve  Regina  U 

Chan,  Darmy  Boston  U 

Chan,  Jennifer  U  Mass  Amherst 

Chan,  Philip  Tufts  U 

Chan,  Stefanie  Wellesley  C 

Chauca,  Maria  Regis  C 

Chen,  David  U  Mass  Amherst 

Chen,  Jia  U  Mass  Amherst 

Chen,  Ye  Providence  C 

Chen,  Zi  Wen  MIT 

Chen,  Zi  Xiu  Stanford  U 

Cheung,  Henry  U  Mass  Amherst 

Chin,  Andrew  Bentley  C 

Chiu,  Daniel  Bentley  C 

Chiu,  Felix  wants  nothing  listed 

Choi,  Christine  Boston  C 

Coen,  Amanda  Smith  C 

Colb,  Daniella  Boston  U 

Cole.  Toluwalope  MCPHS 

Collins,  Ryan  Bentley  C 

Collotta,  Benjamin  Mass  Bay  CC 

Colpack.  Alexandra  Suffolk  U 

Connolly,  Alison  Fairfield  U 

Connolly,  Amanda  Manhattan  C 

Corrado,  Richard  St  John’s  U  NY 

Costello,  Lauren  Boston  C 

Coyne.  John  U  Vermont 

Crane,  Wyatt  Washington  U 

Cronin.  Zachary  New  York  U 

Cucchiara,  Natalie  George  Washington  U 
Cuddy,  Kayla  Cornell  U 

Cusack,  Katelyn  Suffolk  U 

Daly.  Christopher  Framingham  State  C 
Dang,  Due  Duy  Northeastern  U 

Dang,  Linh  Northeastern  U 

Davis,  Shari  Boston  U 

Deegan,  Robert  U  Mass  Amherst 

Derosa,  Thomas  Junior  Hockey 

Desantis,  Michela  Harvard  C 

Devlin,  Shannon  Salem  State  C 

Donis,  Eli  Gordon  C  MA 

Donnelly,  Maura  Providence  C 

Doyle,  Roseanne  Quinnipiac  U 

Drinkwater.  Joseph  U  Colorado 

Drury,  Christopher  U  Hartford 

Duerer,  Kimberly  U  Mass  Boston 

Dugan,  Ayla  Salem  State  C 

Duggan,  Joseph  Boston  C 

Duong.  Richard  U  Mass  Amherst 

Duquerette,  Sorailla  Denison  U 

Dy,  Atheena  Boston  U 

Edelman.  Mara  McGill  U 

Egan.  Keryn  U  Mass  Amherst 

Ennis,  James  Merrimack  C,  deferred 

Espino,  Danny  Undecided 

Fagundes.  Bruno  Framingham  State  C 

faherty.  Elizabeth  Salve  Regina  U 

Ferris,  Daniel  St  Michael’s  C 


Ghebremichael,  Abenet 
Gilbert,  Shaina 
GUdden,  Jeffrey 
Glogovac,  Nikola 
Goodman,  Molly 


Johns  Hopkins  U 
U  Edinburgh 
U  Mass  Amherst 
Trinity  C  CT 
U  Mass  Amherst 
New  York  U 
Boston  U 
Canterbury  School 
Catholic  U  America 
Harvard  C 
Oakwood  C 
Northeastern  U 
Berklee  C  Music 
Brandeis  U 
Assumption  C 
Lawrence  U 
Harvard  C 
U  New  Hampshire 


Boston  C 
Brandeis  U 
Centre  C 
WIT 

U  Mass  Amherst 


Graziano,  Laura  Emmanuel  C  MA 

Graziano,  Thomas  Harvard  C 

Groves,  Craig  Georgia  Inst  Technology 
Guan,  Cindy  Colby  C 

Guerrero,  Vanessa  Boston  U 

Haley,  Anthony  Johnson  &  Wales  U 
Hamad.  Lara  Drexel  U 

Hanson,  David  Boston  C 

Hanson,  Elizabeth  Temple  U 

Harmon,  Ana  Boston  Ballet  Trainee 

Harrington,  Timothy  Xavier  U 

Hawley,  Elizabeth  U  Mass  Amherst 

Heimlicher,  Eric  U  Mass  Amherst 

Hinkell,  Andrew  Boston  U 

Ho,  Peter  Bridgewater  State  C 

Ho,  Wesley  Brandeis  U 

Hoang,  Gordon  U  Mass  Amherst 

Holmes,  Jane  Fordham  U 

Hong,  Zhe  Chen  MIT 

Hua,  Winhkong  Eugene  Lang  C 

Huynh,  David  Northeastern  U 

Huynh,  Justin  Northeastern  U 

Huynh,  Vincent  Undecided 

Izuchi,  L,otachi  Trinity  U  Washington 

Izuchi,  Nkolika  Hampton  U 

James,  Rachel  Hampshire  C 

Jing,  Lisa  Harvard  C 

Joseph,  Jessica  U  Mass  Amherst 

Kaluziak,  Stefan  Northeastern  U 

Kan,  Kenneth  Babson  C 

Kelly,  Melissa  U  Mass  Boston 

Kennefick,  Kelly  U  Connecticut 

Kenney,  Johanna  Mass  C  Art 

Kenyon,  Henry  U  Colorado 

Keogh,  Ryan  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Kerpan,  John  U  Mass  Boston 

Kerpan,  Nicholas  U  Mass  Boston 

Kerrigan,  Caitlin  U  Mass  Amherst 

Klein,  Thomas  Suffolk  U 

Knecht,  Kevan  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Koejan,  Paulina  U  Mass  Boston 

Kopsiaftis.  Stavros  Northeastern  U 

Kotowksi,  Amy  St  Anselm  C 

Koven-Matasy,  Veronica  Harvard  C 

Kozikowski,  Adrian  U  Mass  Amherst 

Kristin,  Sarah  U  Mass  Amherst 

Kull,  Cassandra  Stanford  U 

Kwok,  Amanda  Boston  C 

Kyi,  Winnie  Syracuse  U 

L^erty,  Connor  Boston  C 

Lam,  Margaret  Boston  U 

Lane,  David  Undecided 

Lau,  Jenna  Boston  U 

Lau,  Kam  Ho  U  Mass  Amherst 

Lau,  Theresa  Wellesley  C 

Lavia,  Lisa  Middlebury  C 

Law,  Mau  Boston  C 

Lawless,  Carol  U  Mass  Amherst 

Layne,  Samantha  Northeastern  U 

Le,  Davis  Northeastern  U 

Le.  Hong-Gam  Harvard  C 

Le,  Patricia  C  Holy  Cross 

Leary,  Kathleen  Northwestern  U 

LeBlanc,  Laura  Boston  C 

Lee,  Bobby  Syracuse  U 

Lee,  Jennifer  Northeastern  U 

Lee,  Michael  Bentley  C 

Lee.  Sandra  Boston  U 

Legendre.  Andrew  Boston  U. 

Leggett.  Stephen  Art  Inst  Boston*, 

Leonard.  Sarah  V.New  Hampshire- 


Li,  Benjamin 
Li,  Christine 
Li,  Jim 
Li,  Renzheng 
Li,  Yuan 
Lin,  Zhilong 
Litim,  Fatima 
Liu, Jian 
Liu,  Yi 

Lopez,  Fernando 
Luongo,  Matthew 
Ma.  Yucong 
Maclnnis,  Zachary 
Macrides,  Max 
MacTaggart,  Andrew 
Mahoney,  Jill 
Makholm,  Lauren 
Maloney,  Stephanie 
Mamaradlo,  Pham 
Manivasakam,  Arthi 
Martell,  Ashley 
Martin,  Aoife 
McCobb,  Kyle 
McColgan,  Kathryn 
McDonald,  James 
McDonough,  Elizabeth 
McElligott,  James 
McLaughlin,  Nicole 
McNamara.  Meghan 


St  John’s  U  NY 
MCPHS 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass  Amherst 
Wellesley  C 
Brandeis  U 
Suffolk  U 
Boston  U 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass  Amherst 
U  Pennsylvania 
U  Chicago 
U  Hartford 
U  Mass  Amherst 
U  Mass  Amherst 
U  Mass  Boston 
U  Chicago 
Stonehill  C 
Mass  C  Art 
Boston  U 
U  Mass  Amherst 
McGill  U 
Bentley  C 
Boston  U 
Employment 
Fordham  U 
Xavier  U 
Air  Force 
St  Michael’s  C 


Mealey,  James 
Medina,  Brian 
Melcher,  Shana 
Mella,  Katherine 
Milano,  Nicholas 
Milius,  Elena 
Mleczko,  Monica 
Molinari,  Michael 
Montolio,  Jordana 
Mora,  Faustino 
Moran,  Dennis 


Qin,  Yelun 
Qin,  Yening 
Qu,  Jessica 
Rabbat,  Mayada 
Radovani,  Evi 
Raila,  Kelly 
Rekun,  Mikhail 
Rigg,  Daniel 
Rivera,  Angelica 
Roarty,  James 
Roberson,  Bree 


Harvard  C 
Harvard  C 
Harvard  C 
Suffolk  U 
Clark  U 
Bennington  C 
U  Mass  Amherst 
U  Maine 
Mount  Ida  C 
Stevens  Inst  Technology 
Hamilton  C 


George  Washington  U 
Undecided 
Suffolk  U 
Brown  U 
U  Mass  Amherst 
Skidmore  C 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass  Boston 
Boston  U 
Brown  U 
Providence  C 


Salve  Regina  U 
New  York  U 
Coppin  State  C 
Northeastern  U 
Suffolk  U 
Suffolk  U 
Harvard  C 
Northeastern  U 
Boston  C 
Wash.  U  St.  Louis 
Princeton  U 
St  Michael’s  C 
MIT 
Harvard  C 
Tufts  U 
Tufts  U 
Bridgton  Academy 
Johnson  &  Wales  U 
U  Mass  Amherst 
Harvard  C 
WIT 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass  Amherst 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
Mount  Ida  C 
Philadelphia  U 
St  Anselm  C 


Morrissey,  Samantha  St  Anselm  C 

Moy,  Courtney  Mass  C  Art 

Mulheam,  Mark  Assumption  C 

Murphy,  Ryan  Boston  C 

Ng,  Aileen  U  Southern  California 

Ng,  Flora  Bentley  C 

Ng,  Jeffrey  Northeastern  U 

Ngo,  Jesse  U  Mass  Boston 

Ngo,  Thanh  Thu  Wellesley  C 

Nguyen,  Diem  Northeastern  U 

Nguyen,  Hoi  Harvard  C 

Nguyen,  Long  Boston  U 

Nguyen,  Mai  MCPHS 

Nguyen,  Phuong  MCPHS 

Nguyen,  Thu  Northeastern  U 

Nguyen,  Tuyet  Hong  Boston  C 

Nilo,  Matthew  U  Wisconsin 

Nosewothy,  Jessica  Boston  U 

O’Brien,  Coleman  Merrimack  C 

O’Connell,  David  U  New  Hampshire 

O’Connell,  Theresa  U  Mass  Boston 

O’Donnell,  Meghan  U  Mass  Amherst 
O’Hara,  Marlene  Boston  C 

O’Neal,  Alethea  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

O’Neill,  Kristen  Merrimack  C 

Ong,  Lindsay  U  Mass  Amherst 

Onuorah,  Ifeoma  Regis  C 

Orisma,  Natanaelle  Boston  C 

O’Sullivan,  Sean  U  Mass  Amherst 

Palladino,  Lisa  Fairfield  U 

Pang,  Helen  Brown  U 

Pappas,  Alexandra  Wellesley  C 

Paquette,  Olivia  Harvard  C 

Parisi,  Sarah  U  Colorado 

Park,  Benjamin  MIT 

Patrick,  Chantal  Husson  C 

Peng,  Alan  Bridgewater  State  C 

Peng,  Peter  Bridgewater  State  C 

Pereira,  Catia  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Pham,  Phu  U  Mass  Boston 

Pham,  Uyen  Harvard  C 

Phan,  Thien  Thanh  Boston  U 

Philossaint,  Marlie  Wellesley  C 

Picklesimer,  Lauren  St  John’s  U  NY 

Pienre,  Jessica  Boston  C 

Pokaski.  Paul  U  Notre  Dame 

Poles,  Joseph  Suffolk  U 

Porter,  Catherine  Quinnipiac  U 

Poulin,  Patrick  U  New  Hampshire 

Pradhan,  Anant  Berklee  C  Music 

Praia,  Timothy  U  Mass  Amherst 

Proia,  Marisa  Salve  Regina  U 

-  Putnam.  Allison  Brandeis  U 

/Qatarneh,  Alia. . No.rtheastem  U 


Robinette,  Melissa 
Rocha-Buschel,  Maria 
Ross,  Erik 
Ruff,  Chanda 
Russell,  Ashley  Rose 
Ryan,  Daniel 
Ryther,  Grady 
Samandarova,  Inna 
Santos,  Cassandra 
Sargent,  Kira 
Savain,  Leahanna 
Savill,  Faith 
Schwob,  Anneke 
Sears,  Sarah 
Shah,  Fahmil 
Shang,  Bo 
Sharek,  Timothy 
Sheehan,  Caitlin 
Shum,  Neysa 
Sinnott,  Shawna 
Skillin,  Matthew 
Skipper,  Lihlani 
Soohoo,  Estella 
Speranza,  Taylor 
St.  Fort,  Tirsa 
Stangel,  Elizabeth 
Stephens,  Nicholas 
Stone,  Matthew 
Stuart-Shor,  Katherine  UVM 

Su,  Matthew  Bentley  C 

Sullivan,  Jacqueline  Boston  C 

Sybertz,  Brittany  Framingham  State  C 

Szeto,  Jenney  Babson  C 

Tan,  Winnie  Suffolk  U 

Taylor,  Kathleen  U  Pittsburgh 

Tecce,  Claire  Connecticut  C 

Thomas,  Michael  Berklee  C  Music 

Thom,  Jessica  Skidmore  C 

Tieu,  Carolyn  U  Mass  Amherst 

Tilley,  Jenell  Fairfield  U 

Timmerman,  Elizabeth  U  Mass  Amherst 
Toomey,  Colleen  Suffolk  U 

Torpey,  Megan  Westfield  State  C 

Torrejon,  Jasmin  U  Mass  Amherst 

Tougas,  Stephanie  Boston  U 

Tran,  Duong  Year  Off 

Tran,  Kim  Worcester  State  C 

Tran,  Phuc  Northeastern  U 

Trinh,  My-The  Thi  MCPHS 

Trojano,  Michelle  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Tse,  Allen  MCPHS 

Tu,  Qingqing  Harvard  C 

Valle-Fitzgerald,  Danielle  St  Lawrence  U 
Venturelli,  Louis  Boston  U 

Vong,  Ivy  Simmons  C 

Voronov,  Alina  Harvard  C 

Vu,  Julia  Mai  Union  C  NY 

Vurmo,  Denada  Mass  Bay  CC 

Waldron,  Nathan  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Walsh,  Jessica  Harvard  C 

Wang,  Douglas  Georgia  Inst  Technology 
Watson,  Deirdre  Stonehill  C 

Webber,  Keith  Washington  C 

Wei,  Shiyu  *  Htifvard  C 

Wells,  Terri  New  York  U 

West,  Melanie  Bridgewater  State  C 

Wong,  Annie  Mount  Holyoke  C 

Wong,  Cecilia  Baylor  U 

Wong,  Kevin  Boston  U 

Wong,  Nicholas  WIT 

Wright,  Alberta  Barnard  C 

Wu,  Helen  Boston  C 

Xiao,  Teng  Wellesley  C 

Yee,  Andrew  WPI 

Yeh,  Amy  Bentley  C 

Yohannes,  Samrawit  Regis  C 

Yu.  Amy  Boston  U 

Yu,  Irene  Simmons  C 

Zhang,  Jeffrey  Boston  C 

Zhang,  Ke  MIT 

Zhang,  Melvin  Boston  U 

Zhong,  Lina  UCLj^ 
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If  you  must  choose  between  two  evils, 
pick  the  one  you've  never  tried  before. 
Lucky  NumbMV  2S,  33, 11, 47,  S,  39 


Everything  originates  from  the  seed 
of  determination. 

Lucky  Numbers  6, 17,  36,  28.  49,  9 

( 


Never  make  the  mistake  of  thinking  that 
you  know  everything  about  anything. 
Lucky  Numbers  1, 4, 8, 12. 18, 19 


Great  things  happen  when  men  and 
mountains  meet. 

Lucky  Numbers  5,  27,  45,  29,  46,  8 


If  you  wait  too  long  for  the  perfect  momenL 
the  perfect  moment  will  pass  you  by. 
Lucky  Numbers  46,  7,  28.  33. 1.  29 

K-  -X 

Enthusiasm  is  the  greatest  asset  in  the 
world.  It  beats  money,  power,  and  influence. 
Lucky  Numbers  6, 14,  27,  S,  48, 11 


Greet  the  world  every  morning  with 
curiosity  and  hope. 

Lucky  Numbers  36, 14, 25,  37,  15,  4 


Don't  wait  for  your  ship  to  come  in; 
swim  out  to  ft. 

Lucky  Numbers  6, 17, 11, 34, 7,  42 


You  are  generous  to  an  extreme  and 
always  think  of  the  other  fellow. 
Lucky  Numbers  45,  39,  17,  21,  35,  4 


Chance  favors  those  in  motion. 
Lucky  Numbers  22,30,44,17,4,36 


1 


Never  measure  the  height  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  until  you  have  reached  the  top. 
Lucky  Numbers  S,  19,  23, 27, 33, 41 


A 


Emotion  hinders  your  true  self. 
Lucky  Numbers  42. 30, 18, 28. 49, 5 

m  ■ 

Don't  be  surprised  by  the  emergence 
of  un^scover^  talents  I 
Lucky  Numbart  1, 22. 47. 25,  Q.  39 


Ke  Zhang 

editor  extraordinaire 
technology  guru 
a  genuine  Curieus  George 

Know  that  3fe«i  wUI  be  missed 
beyond  measure 

Know  too  that  you  aiways  wiil  have 
a  home  in  room  307  and  at  Itq 


Management  is  doing  things  right; 
leadership  is  doing  the  right  things. 

Lucky  Numbers  8,34,8,19,40,33 


Charity  begins  at  home,  and  justice 
b^ns  next  dooc 
Lucky  Numbers  18, 42, 38, 45, 8, 17 


Don't  be  fooled  by  first  impressions. 
Lucky  Numbers  5, 11, 49, 37, 8, 10 


Make  your  Judgment  trustworthy  by 
J  trusting  ft. 

Lucky  Numbers  44,  34, 47, 2, 18,  38 


Executive  ability  is  prominent  in  your 
makeup. 

Lucky  Numbers  .  8, 18,  2,  44, 37. 11 


Great  works  are  performed  not  by 
strength,  but  by  perseverance. 
Lucky  Numbers  10. 21, 34. 45, 28, 1 


Happiness  is  a  Journey ... 
not  a  destination. 

Lucky  Numbers  5,  33  21, 17,  9,  40 

Dont  repay  a  kindness,  pass  ft  on. 
Lucky  Numbers  16, 27, 38.  20, 5, 34 


Enjoy  life!  It  is  better  to  be  happj 
than  wise. 

Lucky  Numbers  7,28,18,37.22,4 


It's  not  the  plan  that  is  important, 
it's  the  planning. 

Lucky  Numbers  6,  34,  22, 17, 48,  6 

You  will  always  have  good  luck 
in  your  personal  atfaiis. 

Lucky  Numbers  3, 7, 19. 34, 35, 36 

Luck  will  visit  you 
on  the  next  new  moon. 

Lucky  Numbers  16, 17, 22,  33, 34. 41 

Good  news  is  on  the  way. 
Lucky  Numbers  22,14,37,5,41,9 

Great  works  are  performed  not  by 
strength,  but  by  perseverance. 
Lucky  Numbers  10, 21,  34,  45,  28, 1 


The  dd  believe  everyfiring;  The  middle  aged  sus 
pect  eveo'ttiing;  The  young  know  everything. 
Lucky  Numbers  26, 29, 30, 32, 36, 47 


Never  laugh  at  anyone’s  dream. 
Lucky  Numbers  1, 4, 8, 11, 25, 44 


Engage  in  group  activities  that 
Anther  transformation. 
Lucky  Numbers  10, 28, 34, 49, 5, 7 


Character  is  the  comefstone  of  success. 
Lucky  Numbers  4,10,48,33,42,2 


succesi'*|  |g[jf 


It  doesn’t  matter. 

Who  is  without  a  flaw? 
Ujcky  Numbera  a,  16, 22, 34, 42, 44 


Having  more  money  does  not  insure 
happiness. 


"]f  oj}j>ortuntty 
doesn't  knocks 

BEST  WISHES 

TO  THt  6NTIPv6 

0ui(d  a  door.  ”  . 

CLXSS  OF  2006 

-Milton  Berk 

FPvOM  THE  WeiNSieiN-PXKK 

FXMILY  -- 

Congratulations 

Class  of  2006. 

XN D... 

We  know  you  will 

WE  LOVE  you,  BEN! 

build  a  city  of  doors. 
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- Seniors - 

Best  Annex  Memories 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


As  the  last  BLS  class  to  experience  Sbde  year 
in  the  Annex,  the  non-B-sie  members  of  the  Class 
of  2006  were  asked  to  share  some  of  their  best 
memories  from  their  time  in  the  Annex. 

Mr.  Isaacs  would  you  like  some  sausage? 

This  is  BA-NA-NA!  -  Mr.  Hannigan 
A24  =  all-girl  HR 

A24,  Mr.  Hannigan  falling  asleep  in  class 
Andrew  and  Steven  “fighting”  in  Latin  class 
Being  in  an  all  girls  HR 
Cafeteria  served  as  the  gym 
Elongated  dog 
Field  Day 

Field  Day  and  faculty/student  softball  game 
Field  trip  to  Fenway 

First  time  at  the  Gardener  Museum  with  Mr.  Regan’s 
class 

Fish  and  Chicks! 

Formation  of  the  Trilogy 
Getting  out  10  minutes  early 
Getting  out  at  2:05  PM 
Gym  class  in  cafeteria 
Hating  Westie  kids 
I  didn’t  want  to  remember  it. 

JP  Licks  Fridays 

Kickball  with  Ms.  Mitchell 

Kyrstin  falhng  in  toilet  water 

Leaving  there 

Lunch  with  box  pizzas 

Making  “sponge  romans”  for  Latin 

Mr.  Hannigan,  “Qin,  Qin,  Skipper,  Tuttle,  Vu,  Wu?” 

Mr.  Hannigan  dozing  off  in  class 
Mr.  Hannigan:  “Pencil’s  down!” 

Mr.  Haimigan’s  (A24)  all-girl  HR 
Mr.  Isaacs  would  you  like  some  sausage? 

Mr.  Regan’s  class 
Ms.  Devin 
Ms.  Devin’s  HR 

Ms.  Wilson’s  class  and  her  crazy  sayings 
Newbury  Street  everyday  after  school 
No-heat  evacuation 
Not  being  there 

Olu  hitting  his  head  off  the  table 


Playing  tag  in  the  halls  with  Maverick  and  when  Ayla 
beat  Mark  up 

Playing  scrabble  at  Mr.  Regan’s  room 
playing  in  math  class  when  everyone  else  evacuated  the 
building  because  of  water  pipe 
Playing  kickball  in  the  yard 

Practicing  our  original  song  and  dance  for  music  in  the 
girls  bathroom 
Raw  meat  hanging  in  hallway 
Seeing  Jenna  Jaradeh  almost  break  a  desk 
Seeing  a  John  Travolta  and  Helen  Hunt  filming  a  movie 
at  the  Annex 

Seeing  Phuc  Tran  throw  Ginrong  through  a  svindow 
Sending  the  kickball  through  an  open  window 
Sneaking  into  the  attic,  going  to  the  “main  building” 
when  we  had  no  heat 
The  afterschool  orange  line  crew 
The  day  that  it  was  so  hot  we  got  to  go  outside  and  get 


ice  cream 
The  last  day 

When  Caitlin  Sheehan  walked  through  the  halls  with 
toilet  paper  sticking  out  of  her  pants 
When  there  was  no  heat  and  all  the  sixies  had  to  go  to 
the  main  building 

When  the  clock  fell  on  Caitlin  Kerrigan’s  head  and  Mr. 

Hannigan  asked  if  the  clock  was  alright 
When  Dave  Boire  dangled  out  the  window  to  retrieve 
a  book  on  the  roof 

Playing  baseball  -with  plungers  and  tin  foil  in  Ms.  Devin’s 
room 

When  Mr.  Regan  decided  to  stop  coming  to  school 
Ms.  Moran  taking  over  for  Mr.  Hannigan 
Ms.  Callahan  explaining  her  book  about  the  “sign” 
people 

Mr.  Smith  throsving  chalk 


Congratulations 

Amanda! 


All  your  hard  work 
has  paid  off! 

Love:  Mom,  Dad, 
Hayley,  and  Leo 


tvC- 


Concfratialations 

Allison!! 


Class  of  2006 

Lots  of  love.  Dad,  Mom,  Cale 
and  Miss  Kitty 


(meow!) 
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Senior  Spotlight 

Bree  Roberson 


By  Elena  Milius,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


I  really  don’t  know  where  to  start 
this  one.  Bree:  everyone  knows  her,  or  has 
at  least  heard  of  her.  If  you  haven’t  by  now, 
then  this  is  your  chance.  I  first  officially 


met  Bree  in  ninth  grade  Spanish  class  with 
the  notorious  Ms.  McCarthy  I  hate  to  say 
that  I  can’t  remember  much  from  that  class 
but  I  do  remember  Bree.  On  several  occa¬ 
sions  she  whispered  loudly  “Milius”  from 
the  row  next  to  mine  and  asked  to  borrow 
my  notes  from  class.  And  that’s  really  all  I 
knew  of  Bree  up  until  sophomore  year. 

Boy,  was  I  in  for  a  surprise.  I  walked 
into  Physics  as  a  loth  grader  and  lo  and 
behold,  there  she  was,  Ms.  Bree  Rober 
son,  who  on  the  first  day  of  school,  if  I 
remember  correctly,  demanded  that  Mr. 
Balicki  refer  to  her  as  “Princess.”  Why, 
you  might  ask?  I  have  no  idea.  Mr.  Balicki 
also  did  not  have  a  clue.  Bree,  however,  as 
is  her  fashion,  was  determined.  She  wrote 
it  on  her  papers,  had  us  call  her  by  this 
nickname,  and  pondered  a  dozen  plots. 
Mr.  Balicki  wasn’t  persuaded,  though.  He 
protested.  He  refused.  But  then  he  prom¬ 
ised.  He  promised  that  at  graduation  he 
would  call  Bree  “Princess.”  So,  Mr.  Balicki, 
time’s  ticking  down  and  I  hope  that  you’re 
ready  Bree,  you’re  going  to  get  your  wish. 


The  rest  of  us  are  just  going  to  have  to 
wait  and  see. 

So,  what  you’ve  learned  so  far  is  that 
she’s  persistent  and  determined.  But  this 
lovely  Latin  lady  is  also  going  down  in 
yearbook  history  as  Ms.  Popularity  2006. 
The  only  person  in  the  entire  school, 
might  I  add,  who  could  earn  this  title 
without  being  there  half  the  year.  And  she 
can  do  this,  of  course,  because  she’s  Bree. 
Ever  since  she  was  a  sixie,  she  has  made 
it  a  point  to  get  to  know  everyone.  And 
by  everyone  I  mean  members  of  ’05,  ’06, 
’07,  the  entire  faculty  and  their  mothers 
and  fathers  included.  She  is  definitely  a 
people  person. 

Bree’s  people  skills  are  unmatchable. 
She’s  a  Posse  scholar.  And  for  those  of  us 
who  do  not  know  what  that  is,  there’s  the 
following:  She  went  through  several  roimds 
of  intense  interactive  interviews  and  a  lot 
of  waiting.  She  will  attend  Hamilton  in 
several  months.  Really  all  I  can  say  is  that 
they  are  more  than  lucky  to  have  her. 

Those  are  what  I  like  to  call  the 


“Bree  Basics.”  I’ll  add  that  she’s  wild  crazy 
fun,  sings  with  all  her  soul,  is  funnier  than 
the  day  is  long,  and  gives  some  of  the  best 
hugs  in  school.  For  right  now  I’m  going  to 
go  a  little  closer  to  home.  To  the  senior 
class,  she’s  simply  known  as  Mom.  Many 
of  us  can  attest  to  the  fact  that  Bree  has  all 
of  the  super  mom  skills  without  the  threat 
of  timeout  or  being  grounded.  I  cannot 
count  the  times  that  I  have  gone  to  Bree 
with  a  problem — problems  that  I  thought 
were  surely  irreparable.  But  Mama  Bree 
proved  me  wrong  time  and  time  again.  I’m 
not  the  only  person  who  has  been  touched 
by  her  healing  powers;  I  have  seen  her  in 
the  hallways  with  others,  lending  an  ear 
or  a  set  of  open  arms.  Luckily,  most  of  the 
time  it  is  both. 

How  will  we  say  goodbye  to  such  a 
dear  friend  come  the  12th?  How  will  Bree 
say  goodbye  to  her  374  “children”?  Well,  to 
answer  that,  we  won’t.  We  will  say  so  long, 
not  goodbye.  Because  in  the  fall  we  will  aU 
have  to  come  back  home  to  our  families, 
friends,  Latin,  and,  of  course,  our  Bree. 


Senior  Spotlight 

Tyler  Drinkwater 


By  Adam  Fleischer 
&  Zack  Cronin 

Contributing  Writers 

You  may  have  walked  down  the 
senior  hallway  this  past  year  and  seen 
an  extremely  good-looking  man — hkely 
wearing  headphones.  That  man,  of  course, 
was  Tyler  Drinkwater. 

Tyler  is  one  of  those  people  who  can 
brighten  up  your  day  with  his  smile  and 
charm.  While  other  people  may  be  rude 
to  teachers  by  sleeping  or  talking  during 
class,  Tyler  is  respectful  enough  to  not 
disturb  others:  instead,  he  minds  his  own 
business  and  amuses  himself  by  playing  on 
his  computeresque  cell  phone. 

While  other  students  may  play 
real  sports  like  football  or  hockey,  Tyler 
indulges  in  the  “fake”  ones:  he  was  a 


teams.  Although  these  sports  may  seem 

somewhat  legitimate,  Tyler  contributed 
only  one  year  of  service  to  each.  Luckily 
for  us,  his  loyalty  as  a  friend  far  exceeds 
his  commitment  as  an  athlete. 

Out  of  school,  Tyler  is  the  type  of 
kid  who  always  takes  the  initiative  to  plan 
events  and  social  gatherings.  Because  of 
thishe  is  always  the  first  one  to  be  blamed 
(rightfully  so)  whenever  something  goes 
wrong.  Nevertheless,  he  doesn’t  let  what 
other  people  think  get  him  down.  A  bowl¬ 
ing  and  cookout  enthusiast,  Tyler  has 
gained  a  reputation  among  his  friends  as 
a  true  man.  His  greatness  stems  not  only 
from  his  ability  to  bowl  a  200  with  a  big 
ball,  but  also  from  his  large  biceps  and 
enormous  heart. 

We  have  been  close  friends  with 
Tyler  for  two  years  now,  and  our  lives  have 


friendship:  there  are  few  people  around 

who  make  better  friends  than  Tyler.  He 
always  does  his  best  to  make  sure  that 
those  whom  he  cares  for  are  happy,  never 
hesitates  to  lend  an  ear  or  a  helping  hand, 
and  gives  advice  in  a  heartbeat. 

Recently  we  were  talking  to  Tyler 
and  he  compared  Latin  to  his  former 
school,  which  he  attended  for  nine  years. 
He  said  that  although  he  was  at  his  old 
school  for  nine  years,  he  felt  nothing  when 
he  left,  but  even  though  he  has  been  at 
Latin  for  only  four  years,  he  knows  that 
he  will  miss  the  friends  that  he  has  made. 
There  is  no  doubt  in  our  minds  that  all 
of  Tyler’s  friends  feel  the  same  way  about 
him. 

And  for  those  of  you  who  don’t 
know,  his  real  name  is  Joe.  Sometimes 
even  he  forgets. 


memoer  or  rne  varsity  track  and  golr 

Congratulations 

undoubtedly  been  better  because  of  our 

MOLLY 

Richard 

GREAT 

ACCOMPLISHMENT! 

We  are  very  proud  of 

WE  ARE  ALL  SO  PROUD  OF  YOU. 

you.  Good  luck  at  St. 
John's. 

Good  Luck  at  Salve 
Regina  University 

We  love  you! 

LOVE  MOM,  DAD, 
JOHN,  EMILY,  NANA 

Love  Mom,  Dad,  Kailyn, 

HELEN  &  NANA 

Connie,  Nana  &  Papa. 

CASPER 

Page  i6 


Boston  Latin  School  Ar^o  - 


Seniors 


Senior  Spotlight 

Jackie  Sullivan 


By  Faith  Savill,  1 

CoNTRiBimNG  Write* 


As  I  walked  into  my  homeroom  on 
the  first  day  of  sude  year,  I  saw  one  thing 
and  one  thing  only;  bangs.  Behind  those 
bangs  was  a  girl  who  would  eventually 
become  one  of  my  best  friends,  Jackie 
SuUivan.  Behind  that  mass  of  hair  is  also 
the  funniest  person  on  the  planet.  Jackie 
never  fails  in  making  any  of  us  laugh, 
entertaining  us  with  her  “Ixirraine”  and 
“Stuart”  impressions  from  Mad  TV, 
along  with  her  other  impersonations  and 
acts.  Her  title  of  Class  Clown,  therefore, 
should  surprise  no  one.  She  absolutely 
breathes  comedy. 

In  addition  to  being  funny,  Jackie 
has  managed  to  achieve  a  great  deal  in  six 
years.  She  has  played  flute  since  seventh 
grade,  and  can  also  play  the  guitar,  even  if 
“Bad  Boy  for  Life”  is  one  of  the  only  songs 
she  sings.  Jackie  was  on  the  crew  team 
for  three  years,  and  loves  to  snowboard 
in  the  wintertime.  She  had  a  brief  stint  in 
the  Urban  Dance  Project  at  Latin  as  well, 
dancing  with  towels  and  the  like. 

Because  Jackie  wants  to  be  a  nurse, 
she  worked  at  Children’s  Hospital  two 


summers  ago  in  the  infant/toddler  surgi¬ 
cal  unit.  She  is  really  great  with  children, 
and  has  probably  gained  a  lot  of  patience 
from  baby  sitting.  Jackie  has  prepared  for 
a  profession  in  the  medical  field  by  taking 
difficult  classes  such  as  Chemistry  AP,  and 
was  accepted  into  the  nursing  school  at 
Boston  College. 

There  is  absolutely  no  one  else  like 
Jackie.  She  is  extremely  hardworking  and 
very  talented.  If  you’ve  ever  seen  Jackie 
dance,  you  know  what  I  mean.  (‘Ameri¬ 
can  Woman,”  “Stronger”  anyone?)  She  is 
an  avid  Harry  Potter  (and  Ron  Weasley) 
fan.  We  could  make  connections  between 
Harry  Potter  and  real  life  all  day,  and  still 
never  figure  out  why  Ron  and  Hermione 
are  not  together  yet. 

I’m  not  sure  how  to  say  this  in  a 
politically  correct  way,  but  Jackie’s  also 
the  only  girl  I  know  who  can  rock  a  bright 
orange  Rocawear  track  suit.  Her  love  for 
Jay-Z  knows  no  boundaries.  Also,  no  one 
else  would  ever  watch  the  BET  Awards 
with  me  or  braid  my  hair  in  the  middle 
of  West  Roxbury.  The  reason  why  I  even 


know  Jackie  is  because  both  our  favorite 
songs  happened  to  be  “Forgot  About 
Dre.”  I  mean,  I  bought  the  girl  a  do-rag 
for  her  i6th  birthday.  You  understand. 

Jackie  also  holds  a  big  place  in  her 
heart  for  Will  Ferrell,  Pharrell  Williams, 
and  all  the  characters  from  Seinfeld.  She 
can  do  Newman’s  “Hello  Jerry”  better 
than  anyone  I  know.  Her  room  is  an  array 
of  movie  posters  for  “Anchorman”  and 
Ferris  Bueller’s  Day  Off.  She  has  a  framed 
picture  (another  birthday  gift)  of  Jerry, 
Elaine,  George,  and  Kramer  on  her  bu¬ 
reau.  Enough  said. 

On  top  of  keeping  us  constantly 
entertained,  Jackie  is  also  a  loyal  friend. 
You  can  talk  to  her  about  almost  anything 
and  she’ll  be  sure  to  help  you  put  it  into 
perspective  and  make  you  laugh  your 
problem  away  She  is  an  amazing  listener 
and  a  really  great  friend.  Coming  from 
someone  who  has  seen  her  dance  on  ev¬ 
erything  possible,  sing  Meatloaf  at  the  top 
of  her  lungs,  and  dress  up  like  Elton  John 
singing  “Stan,”  I  promise  you  that  BC  is 
not  ready  for  Jackie  SuUivan. 


Senior  Spotlight 

Marlene  O'Hara 


By  Cat  Coyne,  II 

CONTRIBDTING  WRITER 


It  was  a  humid  day  in  the  September 
of  1994  on  the  blacktop,  when  I  first  es¬ 
pied  this  ChUean  thimder.  There  she  was, 
a  first  grader,  with  a  boy’s  regular  haircut 
gleaming  in  the  afternoon  sunUght.  As  I, 
a  lowly  kindergartner,  watched  her  jump 
rope  among  the  other  (rather  homoge¬ 
neous)  first  graders,  I  knew  a  legend  was 
in  my  presence. 

Now  II  years  later,  Alarlene  O’Hara 
has  surpassed  the  marvel  she  became 
on  the  rough  streets  of  Moimt  Alvernia 


Academy.  Devoted  to  her  community, 
Marlene  received  her  Girl  Scout  gold 
award  by  helping  her  neighborhood  fight 
obesity  through  dance.  EarUer  this  year 
she  was  named  Girl  Scout  of  the  "ifear.  Fun 
Fact:  Alarlene  knows  every  words  to  “The 
Whisper  Song.”  Girl  Scout  and  Ying-Yang 
Twins  enthusiast:  this  combination  is  hard 
to  come  by 

Marlene  is  also  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Alayor’s  Youth  Council,  but 
perhaps  her  most  shining  moment  was  her 
portrayal  of  “Hodel”  in  Mount  Alvernia 
Academy’s  rendition  of  Fiddler  on  the  Roof. 
Although  six  inches  too  short  to  try  out 


for  America ’s  Next  Top  Model,  Marz  worked 
the  rtmway  of  this  year’s  Fashion  Talent 
Show.  Alarlene  is  also  one  of  three  captains 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School  crew  team. 
Throughout  crew’s  five  month  season, 
she  stiU  finds  time  for  school,  friends,  and 
pop  culture,  bedazzling  her  team  mates 
with  her  exceptional  interpretation  of 
Shakira’s  “Underneath  Your  Clothes.”  In 
the  faU  Alarlene  wiU  be  attending  Boston 
CoUege.  One  may  find  her  scoping  out  her 
roommate’s  clothes  and  munching  trail 
mix.  Yet  for  now,  you  can  find  the  flavah- 
fiiU  Ms.  Brighton  picking  up  trash  in  Oak 
Square,  just  because  she  wants  to. 


e 

The  Road  Not  T aken 

Two  roads  diverged  in  a  yellow  wood. 

And  sorry  I  could  not  travel  both 
And  be  one  traveler,  long  I  stood 
And  looked  down  one  as  far  as  I  could 
To  where  it  bent  in  the  undergrowth; 

Then  took  the  other,  as  just  as  fair. 

And  having  perhaps  the  better  claim. 

Because  it  was  grassy  and  wanted  wear; 

Though  as  for  that  the  passing  there 
Had  worn  them  really  about  the  same. 

And  both  that  morning  equally  lay 
In  leaves  no  step  had  trodden  black. 

Oh,  I  kept  the  first  for  another  day! 

Yet  knowing  how  way  leads  on  to  way, 

I  doubted  if  I  should  ever  come  back. 

I  shall  be  telling  this  with  a  sigh 
Somewhere  ages  and  ages  hence: 

Two  roads  diverged  in  a  wood,  and  I— 

I  took  the  one  less  traveled  by, 

And  that  has  made  all  the  difference. 

Robert  Frost 

Congratulations,  Douglas!  Always  dream  big  dreams! 
Enjoy  your  next  step  at  Georgia  Tech  in  Atlanta! 
Love,  Mom 


COUg7<S^ltLLAl70US[ 

ELIZABETH  KSf-DE-RMAUSOU 

OU A  gt^at 

BLS  CA7<EE7^ 

STtlDENff  ATHLETT,  FRfEhfD 

YOU  HAVE  A\AE)E  US 
SO  p-RguD. 

LOVE, 

sHAWH  eric, 

ALEX,  AVD  EAAi/LV 
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Arts  Spotlight 

Anant  Pradhan 


By  Henry  Kenyon,  I 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer 

There  are  a  few  things  everyone  knows 
about  Anant  Pradhan:  he’s  really  good  at 
saxophone,  and  he  has  insanely  long  hair. 
I’ve  been  in  the  jazz  band  with  Anant  now 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  He  is  one  of  the 


most  generous  people  I  know  (especially 
with  food,  which  is  great,  because  I’m  always 
hungry). 

A  lot  of  students  come  to  Boston  Latin 
School  and  hear  that  we  have  a  great  music 
program,  so  their  parents  make  them  play 
the  flute  or  the  clarinet,  and  they  grudgingly 
go  to  band  for  six  years  and  probably  don’t 
enjoy  it  that  much.  Anant,  however,  is  a  truly 
talented  musician.  He  absolutely  throws  him¬ 
self  into  it.  He  could  tell  you  the  difference 
between  an  F  minor  pentatonic  scale  and  a 
C#  mixolydian  scale,  and  then  play  them 
both  flawlessly  There’s  almost  no  one  else 
in  our  whole  school  who  could  do  that.  Ifou 
can’t  experience  the  true  essence  of  Anant’s 
musical  genius  in  just  one  Music  Night,  so 
let  me  put  it  very  clearly:  I  am  completely 
confident  that  someday  soon  Anant  will  be 
a  famous  and  respected  jazz  musician.  Next 
year,  he  will  be  starting  at  Berklee  College 
of  Music,  where  I’m  quite  sure  he  will  excel. 
We’ve  both  been  attending  classes  there  for 


over  a  year  now,  so  Anant  will  fit  right  in. 

In  September,  Anant  skipped  the  first 
week  of  school  to  go  on  tour  with  a  local 
rockabilly/punk  band.  The  Kings  of  Nuthin’ 
(I  have  no  idea  how  he  convinced  his  mom 
this  was  a  good  idea).  When  they  played  the 
last  show  of  the  tour  in  Cambridge  at  the 
Middle  East  club,  Anant  managed  to  sneak 
me  and  a  bunch  of  his  other  friends  in  the 
back  (the  show  was  18+).  Standing  there  and 
watching  Anant  tear  up  the  stage  with  his 
eatthshaking  bari  sax  solos,  I  knew  that  this 
kid  from  JP  was  going  places. 

One  of  the  things  I  like  best  about  An¬ 
ant  is  that  he  is  always  up  for  anything.  One 
night  halfway  through  this  year,  Anant  and  I 
were  sitting  around  somewhere  with  nothing 
to  do.  Everyone  had  to  go  home  except  me 
and  him.  It  was  about  one  in  the  morning, 
and  I  suggested  (half-joldngly)  that  we  drive 
all  the  way  to  Everett,  to  this  roast  beef  place 
that’s  open  imtil  2  a.m.  Most  pieople  would 
have  shot  the  idea  down,  but  Anant  didn’t. 


Forty-five  minutes  later,  enjoying  the  best 
roast  beef  sandwiches  and  onion  rings  I’d 
ever  had,  I  realized  that  Anant’s  enthusiasm 
for  the  unusual  was  almost  as  great  a  gift  as 
his  imbelievable  musical  skill. 

Saxophone  is  definitely  Anant’s  pri¬ 
mary  instrument.  There  is  no  doubt,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  kid  is  full  of  surprises.  During 
the  performance  of  his  final  product  for 
Music  Theory  AJF*  he  put  down  his  sax  and 
pulled  out  an  upright  bass.  He  began  play¬ 
ing  a  flawless  walking  bass  line,  much  to  my 
amazement.  I  didn’t  even  know  he  had  been 
learning  bass.  On  top  of  that,  Anant  can  play 
pretty  much  anything  else  he  comes  into 
contact  with. 

Basically  there’s  nothing  bad  to  say 
about  Anant.  He’s  always  open  to  new 
ideas,  fun  to  hang  out  with,  and  an  amazing 
musician.  If  someone  approached  me  on 
the  street  and  asked  me  to  describe  Anant 
in  four  words,  I  know  exacdy  what  I’d  say: 
bad  to  the  bone. 


Arts  Spotlight 

Nate  Waldron 


By  Tim  Prata,  I 

Staff  Writer 


You  probably  won’t  notice  Nate 
Waldron  walking  the  corridors  of 
BLS,  but  that’s  because  he’s  too  busy 
graduating  with  the  rest  of  us.  Before, 
however,  you  would  have  always  seen 
this  talented  artist  mingling  with  a 
wide  array  of  friends  while  walking  to 
his  next  class,  be  they  his  anime  bud¬ 
dies,  his  “regular  crew,”  or  just  people 
walking  by.  From  his  quiet  demeanor, 
I  bet  you  would  not  have  even  guessed 
how  much  this  young  man  has  already 
accomplished. 

I  have  known  Nate  since  the 
eighth  grade,  when  he  and  I  were 
homeroom  buddies  in  Mr.  Aversa’s 
classroom.  When  I  first  met  him,  I 
was  amazed  that  he  was  even  in  my 
grade,  because  I  think  he’s  one  of  the 
youngest  kids  graduating  for  the  class 
of  2006.  He  was  born  Nov.  28,  1988, 
meaning  he  should’ve  been  in  the  class 


after  us.  Another  one  of  the  first  things 
I  remember  about  him  is  telling  our 
eighth  grade  homeroom  that  he  had 
size  10  shoes  with  a  huge  smile.  But 
then,  everyone’s  first  impression  of 
Nate  is  of  him  with  a  big  goofy  smile 
on  his  face.  Nate’s  smile  stretches  from 
ear  to  ear,  and  for  good  reason  now: 
he’s  going  off  to  college. 

Nate  has  become  a  pretty  ac¬ 
complished  student  while  at  BLS.  He’s 
taken  art  very  seriously  ever  since  I’ve 
known  him,  and  he’s  gone  from  draw¬ 
ing  little  anime  pictures  in  his  math 
class  notebook,  to  being  the  best  art¬ 
ist  in  the  senior  class.  If  you’ve  never 
seen  Nate  before,  I  can  pretty  much 
guarantee  you  have  seen  something’s 
he  has  drawn  in  the  art  wing,  or  in 
some  student’s  hands  in  the  form  of  a 
comic  book. 

He’s  continuing  his  skills  even 


at  work,  at  an  art  studio  called  Artists 
for  Humanity.  Nate  doesn’t  just  stick 
to  scenery  or  portraits;  he  also  draws 
his  friends  and  people  he  knows  too. 
Some  of  the  funniest  pictures  I’ve 
ever  seen  are  “Creation  of  Boxman” 
and  “J-Mill.” 

Nate  isn’t  just  about  the  arts: 
he’s  also  a  hard-working  landscaper 
in  the  summertime  and  is  looking 
forward  to  getting  into  the  medical 
field  at  college.  He  helps  his  uncle 
with  many  kinds  of  landscaping,  and 
is  also  a  “part-time  lumberjack”  with 
his  father  cutting  wood.  Nate’s  will  be 
going  to  U  Mass  Dartmouth  next  year 
to  pursue  a  career  in  Medical  Science. 
He’s  my  favorite  person,  and  I’m  sure 
I  won’t  be  the  only  one  who  will  miss 
his  artwork  and  presence  next  year  at 
college.  GOOD  LUCK  GANGSTAH 
NATE! 


/c/00/700  / 

J1  / 


Well  done,  Maria! 

Many  Happy  Returns 
& 

Buona  Fortuna  a  Firenze. 


Love, 

Mom  and  Dad 
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Arts  Spotlight 

Mike  Thomas 


By  Stephanie  Tougas,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


During  the  first  few  days  of  eighth 
grade,  I  began  to  notice  that  there  was  a 
part'Italian,  part^Lebanese  boy  in  almost  all 
my  classes  who  ivas  constandy  drumming 
on  desks  and  chairs.  His  hair  sported  multi¬ 
colored  spikes,  while  he  was  wore  some  classy 
“shant”  (almost  pants  but  not  quite  shorts) 
and  the  occasional  Hawaiian  T-shirt.  As  I 
began  to  talk  to  Mike  Thomas,  we  realized 
that  we  shared  a  lot  in  common  in  the  music 
world  and  both  had  quirky  personalities. 
Over  the  years  his  taste  in  music,  along  with 
his  clothing  style,  has  eiqianded  and  matured, 
but  his  eccentric  personality  and  passion  for 
the  arts  still  remain  unhindered. 

Mike  is  an  extremely  important  as¬ 
set  to  the  music  department  here  at  Boston 
Latin.  It  seemed  as  though  every  single  day 
after  school  he  had  a  commitment  to  some 
form  of  band  or  music  ensemble.  Aside  from 
Senior  Band,  he  plays  drums  in  Football  Band, 
Big  Band,  Gospel  CZhoir  and  Show  Choir.  And 
that’s  just  inside  school  Outside  of  BLS,  he 
plays  in  a  Brookline  Music  School  Ensemble 
and  attended  the  Berklee  College  of  Music 
City  Music  program. 

Drums  may  be  Mike’s  forte,  but 
his  musical  talents  do  not  stop  at  one  instru¬ 


ment.  He  has  been  playing  the  piano  since  the 
tender  age  of  three  and  no  matter  how  many 
times  he  tries  to  teach  me,  I  still  cannot  play 
the  Charlie  Brown  Theme  song,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  his  signature  tune.  A  few  years  ago 
Mike  decided  that  he  wanted  to  learn  guitar, 
so  he  taught  himself  and  now  he  plays  guitar 
in  his  band  Mile  23,  which  won  the  'WBCN 
High  School  Battle  of  the  Bands.  One  could 
also  say  that  Mike  has  some  decent  bass-play¬ 
ing  skills. 

Not  only  can  Mike  play  instru¬ 
ments,  but  he  also  taught  himself  how  to 
produce  and  record.  'Walking  into  Mike’s 
basement  is  like  walking  into  a  professional 
recording  studio.  There  are  microphones, 
guitars  and  recording  equipment  everywhere: 
I’m  always  afraid  that  I’m  going  to  break 
something  or  trip  over  a  stray  cord  when  I 
go  down  there.  He  has  recorded  many  local 
bands,  along  with  his  side  project  “Schafiino” 
in  which  Mike  writes  songs  and  records  them 
with  his  good  fnendSteve  Myette,withwhom 
he  has  been  playing  music  with  for  three 
years. 

After  taking  Art  Honors  and  AP 
Art  with  Mike,  I  have  noticed  that  his  talents 
atent  just  musical,  but  he  also  has  amazing 
artistic  abilities.  If  you  had  a  chance  to  walk 
through  the  art  exhibit,  you  would  have  no¬ 
ticed  Mike’s  abstract  paintings  and  graffiti  art. 
He  is  also  an  exceptional  photographer.  Mike 
cannot  take  a  normal  photograph;  they  ahv^ 
have  to  have  some  form  of  artsy  edge  to  them. 
And  since  he  is  the  master  of  Photoshop,  he 
takes  many  of  his  photos  and  makes  them 
more  abstract  than  they  already  are. 

Mike  is  one  of  the  most  talented 
people  I  kno\y  and  I  am  glad  that  he  is  a  best 
friend  of  mine.  He  never  ceases  to  amaze  me 
with  his  innovative  thinking  and  his  ability  to 
make  me  laugh.  I  can  only  image  what  great 
contributions  he  will  make  to  the  Berklee 
CoU^  of  Music  community  in  the  M.  I 
suggest  that  you  all  get  his  autograph  nosy 
because  with  all  of  his  talents,  Mike  Thomas 
is  destined  to  be  famous 
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Arts  Spotlight 

Henry  Kenyon 


By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Little  children  are  always  asked  what 
they  want  to  be  when  they  grow  up.  They 
come  up  with  respectful  professions  such  as 
firemen  or  astronauts,  but  they  are  always 
wrong,  not  because  they  never  say  what 
they  will  actually  become,  but  because  they 
never  say  what  they  should  become:  more 
like  Henry  Kenyon.  Henry  is  like  the  best 

Anna’sTaqueriaquesadilla  you  have  ever  had 
in  that  he  is  warmth  and  pierfection  wrapped 
up  into  one  spiecimen. 

I  accidentally  discovered  Henry  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Bands  back  in  loth  grade  when 
I  foimd  out  he  not  only  played  the  trumpet, 
but  could  also  spin  it.  Little  did  I  know  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  he  would  be  partaking 
in  jazz  band  practices  and  from  there.. .well, 
let’s  just  say  people  now  think  we’re  twins. 
But  we  didn’t  simply  become  twins  because 
we  sat  next  to  each  other  every  Monday  and 
■Wednesday  for  two  years  at  rehearsals,  or 
because  we  essentially  had  all  of  the  same 
classes  at  the  Berklee  Five-'V(feek  program, 
it  is  because  Henry  is  just  that  amazing  and 
well-rounded. 

Meeting  through  music,  all  I  originally 
knew  about  Henry  was  that  he  played  the 
tnimpet  for  Black  He  Affair  and  was  inter- 


ested  in  the  trumpet  after  having  pkyed  the 
violin  for  eight  years  and  the  guitar  for  one. 
Over  the  next  couple  weeks,  that  naive  view 
disintegrated  into  little  bits  and  pieces  with 
my  discovery  of  Henry’s  genius  with  the 
English  language  on  the  written  page,  high 
interest  with  all  the  little  things  in  life,  and 
stories  of  everything  from  women,  to  the 
Red  Sox,  to  Italy  disco  clubs  where  he  got  his 
groove  on,  to  sand  belt  races  with  his  fether. 
(If  you  don’t  know  what  they  are,  please  ask 
him.  It’s  the  most  amazing  thing  ever.) 

From  his  head,  which  is  one  of  the 
curliest  and  best  heads  of  hair  that  luckily 
will  never  go  away  in  the  future,  to  his  feet, 
which  have  taken  him  down  numerous 
snowboard  trails  and  allowed  him  to  meet 
the  Flying  Tomato  himself  (yes,  the  one 
and  only  Shawn  White,  hero  of  the  2006 
Turin  Olympics),  Henry  simply  dominates 
life.  He  is  extremely  articulate  and  helped  a 
Model  U.N.  team  place  in  a  competition,  he 
is  a  quick  learner  in  that  he  tai^Jit  himself 
drums  in  a  matter  ofweeks,  and  he  is  easy  to 
talk  about  anything  from  our  least  fevorite 
music  student  teacher  to  relationships.  To 
top  it  all  off,  he  is  an  extremely  attractive 
young  man;  it  is  very  easy  to  walk  down 
Newbury  Street  with  him  and  turn  a  few 
heads. 

I  don’t  know  what  did  it  for  me.  It 
might  have  been  when  we  worked  for  several 
days  to  perfect  a  harmonized  version  of  “I 
Believe  I  Can  Fly” ;  or  when  we  enjoyed  the 
shops  of  Greenwich  Village;  or  when  we 
explored  the  slender  of  Colorado;  but  it  hit 
me  that  Henry  is  exactly  who  you  want  to 
sit  next  to  you  in  band,  tdk  to  during  theory 
classes  at  Berklee,  or  go  to  college  -with  and 
beyond. 

Although  it’s  a  little  late,  I  want  to  use 
what  little  time  we  have  left  at  Boston  Latin 
to  implement  a  program  similar  to  one  he 
created  for  me.  Rather  than  asking  him  to 
serenade  you  on  the  trumpet,  however,  sim¬ 
ply  meet  this  genuinely  nice  person,  because 
you  will  never  regret  it. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Seniors 
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Arts  Spotlight 

Stephanie  Tougas 


By  Jackie  Sullivan,  I 
&  Mike  Thomas,  I 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writers 


\bu  msy  know  her  as  the  junior  prom 
queen  or  an  aspiring  model  (watch  out  Tyra), 
but  we  simply  know  her  as  “Stougas.”^!!^  were 
first  graced  with  Stephanie  Rae’s  presence 
in  eighth  grade  English  where  we  bonded 
because  of  our  shared  love  of  Blinkri82  and 
Dennis  Quaid.  Since  then,  we  have  grown  to 
appreciate  Stephanie  not  only  as  a  good  friend 


and  Harry  Potter  expert,  but  as  a  talented  art“ 
ist  and  musiciaa 

Stephanie  has  played  the  flute  since 
elementary  school  and  is  a  proud  member  of 
both  the  Senior  Concert  Band  and  Football 
Band  Next  year  she  plans  to  join  the  Boston 
University  football  band  and  lead  the  Teniers 
to  victory  If  you’ve  ever  heard  a  flute  playing 
the  Dawson’s  Creek  theme  or  “My  Heart 
W^ll  Go  On”  while  passing  through  the  band 
wing  you  can  be  sure  she  is  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  In  addition  to  the  flute,  Stephanie 
also  pl^  the  trombone  and  the  guitar.  An¬ 
other  w^  that  young  Stephanie  Rae  oqiresses 
herself  is  through  art.  She  is  an  AP  Visual  Art 
student  and  her  work  has  recently  been  on 
displ^  at  school 

Not  only  is  Stephanie  passionate  about 
her  artwork  and  music,  but  she  is  also  dedi¬ 
cated  to  volunteering  for  the  Boston  Families 
for  Autism.  She  has  been  volunteering  for  this 
oiganization  since  her  brothei;  Scott,  was  bom 
with  autism.  Because  of  this,  Stephanie  has 
had  many  responsibilities  at  home,  but  she 
still  finds  time  to  hang  out  with  us  and  achieve 
Approbation. 


There  is  also  a  sporty  side  to  Stephanie 
imder  her  intelligent,  artsy  layer.  Thot^  she 
has  eaten  PoprTarts  for  breakfast  every  morn¬ 
ing  since  sfade  year,  she  has  kept  her  slim  figure 
by  rowing.  At  least,  that’s  one  theory  of  how 
she  keeps  up  her  insanely  perfect  body  after 
years  of  eating  only  hot  dogs  and  ramen  noo¬ 
dles.  Stephanie  is  an  original  member  of  the 
BLS  crew  team,  who  joined  way  back  in  eighth 
grade.  Due  ro  scheduling  conflicts  this  year  she 
was  forced  to  resign  from  the  sport,  but  she  is 
still  the  heart  and  soul  of  the  team. 

Thougji  Stephanie  is  well  known  for  her 
skills  in  art,  music  and  sports,  she  is  most  rec¬ 
ognized  for  her  obsession  with  animals.  There 
are  few  girls  who  love  all  of  God’s  creatures 
like  Steph  does.  In  fact,  she  has  had  quite  a 
few  pet  rats  over  the  years.  Ifyou  didn’t  know 
Stephanie,  you  wouldn’t  guess  that  she  is  the 
type  ofgirl  who  would  rather  live  in  a  zoo  than 
at  home.  Her  idols  include  Jeff  Corwin,  the 
Kratt  brothers,  and  even  Zoboomafoo.  They 
have  inspired  her  to  follow  in  their  footsteps 
to  become  a  marine  biologist  and  perhaps 
even  the  star  ofher  own  animal  network  show 
In  addition  to  becoming  a  marine  biologist. 
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Stephanie  hopes  to  one  d^  acquire  her  driver’s 
license.  This  may  be  an  issue,  though,  because 
she  is  directionally  challenged  and  never  seems 
to  know  her  way  from  anywhere  a  block  from 
her  house.  Nevertheless,  we  are  jxjsitive  that 
this  will  not  stop  her  from  becoming  a  notable 
marine  biologist  somed^ 

Aside  from  being  one  of  om  most 
gifted  and  intelligent  friends,  Stephanie  is  also 
the  mo^t  hilarious.  Her  charm  is  contagious, 
which  is  evident  by  the  laige  group  of  friends 
she  has.  She  is  a  unique  individual,  whose  mary 
talents  include  the  ability  to  quote  Grtase  from 
memory  and  embarrass  each  ofher  friends  at 
least  once  on  hilarious  home  movies:  there  is 
one  particular  video  of  Heruy  Kenyon  and 
Ben  Mortis  dancing  to  Italian  techno  that 
would  impress  Spielberg  himself  Another 
trait  that  distitguishes  her  from  others  is  her 
speech.  Stephanie’sunique  vocabulary  is  made 
up  words  such  as  “shtniglet,”  “nubbin,”  and 
“niblet”  that  all  mean  the  same  abstract  thirg. 
These  qualities  are  just  a  few  of  the  things  that 
make  Stephanie  Toigas  our  favorite  muggle. 


Sports  Spotlight 

Meghan  O'Donnell 


By  Maura  Donnelly,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

I  think  it  is  pretty  accurate  to  say  that 
most  of  you  are  at  least  familiar  with  Meghan 


foreverlaugjiing,  blonde  bombshell  walking 

the  halls  of  Boston  Latin  School  (most  likely 
screamirg  obscene  comments  such  as  “Open 
the  Door!”).  Some  of  you,  however,  m^t 
not  know  how  athletically  talented  Meg  is, 
because  she  vrould  be  the  last  to  tell  you.  Her 
love  for  sports  began  at  a  very  yourg  age. 
Before  goirg  to  Latin  School,  Meg  swam  for 
the  YMCA  Gators,  ran  for  the'WfestRod)ury 
Community  Center  track  team  and  pkyed 
soccer  for  the  Parkway  Ifouth.  Her  first  pas¬ 
sion,  however,  has  always  been  basketball 
I  was  lucky  enough  to  meet  Meg  lorg 
before  our  Latin  days.  We  met  in  the  second 
grade  at  the  West  Roxbury  Community 
Center,  where  Meghan  first  displayed  her 
love  for  basketball  She  began  by  doing  “fun¬ 
damentals”  and  went  on  to  dominate  her 
House  League  and  Psikway  teams  as  a  tough 
and  intimidatirg  jxjst  player.  Her  skills  oiily 


basketball  team  at  Boston  Latin  as  a  seventh 

grader.  After  two  years,  Meghan  moved  up  to 
junior  varsity  and  then  made  the  varsity  team 
as  a  junior.  No  matter  what  team  Malian  is 
playing  for,  she  is  always  a  strong  asset.  She 
is  one  of  those  “go-to”  players.  Whenever 
the  team  needed  a  steal,  a  defensive  stop, 
or  a  quick  three,  Meghan  always  got  the  job 
done.  As  captain,  she  ahv^  set  an  excellent 
example  for  our  team.  No  matter  by  how 
much  the  team  was  losing  or  how  frustrated 
we  got,  she  never  gave  up  and  refused  to  let 
us  give  up.  With  10  seconds  left  she  would 
still  be  on  the  floor  diving  after  every  loose 
ball  Not  only  is  Meg  a  great  teammate  on 
the  court,  but  she  held  the  team  together  ofl^ 
the  court  as  well  Whether  she  was  crazily 
dancing  in  the  locker  room  or  singing  on  the 
bus,  she  was  always  able  to  bring  a  smile  to 
everyone’s  face. 


has  participated  m  at  Latin.  She  has  run  for 
the  cross  country  team  since  the  ninth  grade. 
In  a  sport  that  needs  a  great  deal  of  dedica¬ 
tion  to  succeed,  M^  came  to  practice  every 
day  ready  to -work  hard  but  also  have  fun.  She 
was  a  very  strong  runner  and  dominated  Bear 
Cage  HiU  unlike  anyone  else.  On  top  of  be¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  basketball  and  cross  country 
teams,  Meg  has  been  a  consistently  strorg 
student  since  the  seventh  grade.  She  has  an 
amazug  work  ethic  and  is  always  willirg  to 
put  in  the  extra  effort. 

Meghan  is  one  of  the  best  teammates 
that  anyone  could  ask  for.  More  importantly 
she  is  an  amazing  person  and  an  incredible 
friend.  She  is  ahv^  willing  to  do  anythiig 
for  a  friend — always  putting  others  before 
herself  I  am  so  grateful  to  have  Meg  as  one  of 
my  best  friends.  In  the  fall,  Meghan  vtill  move 
on  and  attend  U  AIASS  Amherst,  where  I  am 


v../  one  isi  ulc  diwdys-marcmng,  improved  as  Meghan  made  the  freshman 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Basketball  is  not  the  only  sport  sure  she  will  continue  to  be  so  successful! 

Boston  Latin  prom  tickets  $155.00 

Wentworth  jumpsuit  $125.00 

Cap  and  gown  $50.00 

Diploma  from  Boston  Latin  School  Priceless 

MAX  !!! 

ROCK  ON 

Congratulations 

Matt 

ALL  OUR  LOVE, 

MOM,  DAD  AND  ALEX 

* 

Love 

Mom,  Dad,  David, 
Maureen,  Greg,  Chris 
and  Liz 
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Sports  Spotlight 

Joe  Duggan 


By  James  Roarty,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Joe  Duggan.  1  don’t  know  if  I  could  fit 
enough  words  on  this  page  to  describe  his 
hilarious  persona.  Though  you  may  see  him 
as  that  “fat  kid  who  wears  Hawaiian  shirts 
and  bath  robes  to  school,”  he  is  also  one  of 
the  most  prominent  athletes  in  school. 

I  have  been  friends  with  Joe  since 
ninth  grade  when  he  joined  the  freshman 
football  team.  It  took  him  only  three  weeks 
to  figure  out  how  to  get  in  a  stance,  and  since 
then  he  has  been  pushing  people  all  over  the 
field.  Towering  over  many  of  his  opponents 
in  ninth  grade,  he  needed  two  seats  on  the 
freshman  football  bus.  By  the  end  of  the 
season,  not  only  had  he  perfected  his  stance, 
but  he  earned  the  honor  of  Most  Improved 
Player.  As  the  years  went  on,  he  stayed 
the  same  size  and  used  his  quickness  and 
strength  to  beat  his  opponents.  He  played 
one  year  of  JV  as  a  sophomore,  mainly  be¬ 
cause  the  line  was  completely  seniors  that 
year.  When  his  junior  year  came  around, 
thou^,  he  took  the  starting  left  tackle  spot 
and  never  gave  it  up.  Wearing  no.  72,  the 
same  number  as  his  fevorite  player.  Patriots 
tackle  Matt  Light,  Joe  dominated  the  Dual 
County  League  this  year  and  earned  DCL 
All-Star  status.  He  was  the  only  All-Star  on 
the  team  besides  DCL  MVP  Rory  Foley. 


Joe  just  didn’t  just  sit  arouna  ani 
become  good  at  football.  For  the  past  two 
summers,  he  attended  the  Peak  Perfor 
mance  Strength  and  Conditioning  Camp 
at  Boston  College  High  School.  Along  with 
these  sessions,  over  the  past  three  years,  he 
has  missed  going  to  Latin  School  weight 
room  only  about  five  times.  As  a  result,  not 
only  is  Joe  in  the  exclusive  250  lb.  bench 
press  club  with  about  four  others,  he  is  also 
in  the  300  lb.  bench  press  club,  which  only 
two  others  are  in. 

Joe  is  not  just  an  amazing  football 
player,  but  also  an  extremely  kind  individual. 
In  the  spring,  he  helps  coach  a  baseball 
league  for  children  with  special  needs.  In 
the  summer,  he  is  a  camp  counselor  in  Nan¬ 
tucket.  In  addition  to  his  volunteerism,  Joe 
is  also  one  of  the  brightest  kids  in  school. 
With  a  GPA  of  about  3.8,  he  was  inducted 
into  the  National  Honor  Society  last  fall. 

With  attributes  like  these,  it  was  no 
surprise  that  college  football  coaches  were 
drooling  aU  over  him.  He  received  atten¬ 
tion  from  Colby  College  in  Maine  and  The 
Catholic  Univetsity  of  America  in  Washing¬ 
ton  DC.  He  chose,  instead,  to  stay  close  to 
home  and  attend  Boston  College.  He  has 
decided  to  hang  up  his  cleats  and  retire 
from  football.  His  next  goal  is  to  become  the 
Boston  College  mascot,  Baldwin  the  Eagle. 
With  his  goofy  antics,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
he  win  one  day  become  Baldwin. 

If  you  have  never  talked  to  Joe  Dug¬ 
gan,  I  suggest  that  you  do.  He  is  a  person 
who  is  very  easy  to  get  along  with.  He  is  one 
of  the  only  people  I  know  that  could  have  a 
whole  conversation  just  quoting  Er/w/fy 
Despite  his  imposing  stature,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  mild  mannered  people  you  will 
ever  meet,  only  pretending  to  be  really  scary 
towards  sfades.  As  the  whole  senior  class 
found  out  during  our  final  assembly  where 
he  gave  a  speech,  that  his  hero  is  Dr.  Seuss. 
On  top  of  all  his  athletic  and  scholastic 
achievements  and  his  hilarious  shenanigans, 
he  is  one  the  best  friends  anyone  could  have. 
^^mso2^to sajrthiSjJadieSj2ie|s^akem 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Matt  Nilo: 

We  knew  if  you  pulled  those  ‘‘all 
night-ers”  you’d  graduate! 


We’re  so  proud  of  you! 

Dad,  Grandma,  Papa,  Kris, 
Thomas,  Alexa,  Tommy 


Sports  Spotlight 

Tara  Banani 


By  Lara  Hamad,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


When  I  first  met  Tara  we  were  both 
ten-year-old  tennis  students  enrolled  at  the 
Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Qub  in  Dorchester.  I  was 
immediately  taken  aback  by  her  boyish  hair 
cut  and  handmade  beaded  jewelry  Little  did 
I  know  that  this  seemingly-  strange  litde  girl 
and  I  would  soon  become  fellow  classmates 
at  BLS,  tennis  partners,  and  close  friends. 

Both  Tara  and  I  joined  the  BLS  ten¬ 
nis  team  as  sixies  and  made  varsity  by  ninth 
grade.  Over  the  past  sixyears,  I  have  watched 
her  game  develop  and  her  strokes  become 
more  powerful.  During  each  of  the  sixyears 
that  she  has  played  on  the  BLS  Tennis  team, 
Tara  has  proven  herself  as  a  major  contribu¬ 
tor  to  the  team’s  three  State  Championship 
tides  and  North  Sectional  Finalist  tide.  Her 
personal  record  over  only  the  last  two  years 
of  35  wins  and  only  ii  losses  speaks  for  itself 
Tara’s  year  round  hard  work  and  dedication 
to  the  game  of  tennis  has  obviously  paid 
off,  as  she  was  named  captain  for  two  years 
in  a  row.  However,  Tara  doesn’t  only  shine 
in  BLS  tennis  matches.  She  is  an  equally 
dominant  player  outside  of  school  as  welL 
Tara  is  a  consistent  participant  of  USTA 
(United  States  Tennis  Association)  tourna¬ 
ments  and  has  maintained  a  strong  ranking 
among  other  Eastern  New  England  juniors 
for  several  years  now 


The  Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Club  is 
not  only  the  site  where  Tara  first  learned 
to  play  tennis,  but  it  is  also  where  for  the 
past  two  years,  she  has  coached  and  advised 
young  and  aspiring  players.  Tara  has  used  her 
knowledge  of  the  game  and  the  leadership 
skills  that  she’s  honed  as  captain  of  Latin’s 
tennis  team  to  aid  in  the  training  of  these 
young  athletes. 

Aside  from  tennis,  Tara  thrives  in 
the  arts  as  well  as  athletics.  She  is  an  out¬ 
standing  flutist  who  has  studied  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory  She  has  been  play¬ 
ing  the  flute  for  most  of  her  life,  has  made 
Southeast  District  bands  at  both  the  junior 
and  senior  level,  and  has  been  an  integral  part 
of  BLS  musical  groups,  including  the  BLS 
Senior  Band. 

However,  even  in  describing  Tara’s 
athletic  and  artistic  accomplishments,  one 
would  not  know  the  true  extent  of  her  talent, 
as  Tara  is  an  extremely  dedicated  student. 
Her  induction  into  the  National  Honors 
Society  in  her  junior  year  proves  her  deter 
mined  academic  ability  As  she  is  extremely 
modest  about  her  academic  side  and  is  a 
self-proclaimed  lazy  person,  one  would 
never  know  the  extent  of  her  brilliance.  She 
is  continuously  described  by  teammate  and 
fiiend,  Kara  Richie  (II),  as  a“closergeek.”  In 
the  fall,  Tara  will  be  attending  Barnard  Col¬ 
lege  in  New  Ybrk  where  she  hopes  to  pursue 
pre-med.  Hopefully,  at  Barnard,  Tara  will  be 
able  to  join  the  tennis  team  and  continue  the 
flute  as  well.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Tara  will 
continue  to  find  success  in  everything  that 
she  does. 

Throughout  aU  the  six  years  that  I 
have  spent  with  Tara  at  Latin  School,  she  has 
been  an  amazing  friend  to  me.  Her  quick  wit 
and  sarcastic  remarks  continue  to  provide 
laughter  and  smiles  to  anybody  around  her. 
Observing  Tara’s  strong  and  opinionated 
attitude  encourages  our  fellow  teammates 
to  play  and  think  competitively  but  fairly  I 
know  that  next  year,  Tara  will  be  able  to  adapt 
well  to  college  life  and  contribute  her  talents 
of  tennis,  music,  and  hard  work. 


S  o-P-P 

t!ic>  <io//<M<s/ 

We're  very,  very 
proud 


P.S. 

Laundry 
doiAjnS'tO! , 
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Sports  Spotlight 

Stefan  Kaluziak 


By  UCC,  I 

Writers 


By  7:25  a.m.,  how  much  have  you 
eaten?  Maybe  a  bowl  of  Cookie  Crisp, 
maybe  a  bagel,  maybe  just  you  just  drank 
a  glass  of  orange  juice — whatever  it  was,  I 
can  guarantee  it  was  not  a  poimd  of  turkey 
slapped  between  two  pieces  of  bread. 
Why  can  I  guarantee  such  a  fact?  Because 
there  is  only  one  Stefan  Kaluziak,  only  one 
Stefchiu. 

As  an  academic  institution,  Boston 
Latin  is  somewhat  lacking  in  physical  be¬ 
hemoths  compared  to  other  high  schools 
around  the  coimtry  In  teenage  movies,  you 
can  always  tell  which  actors  play  football 
players  in  the  movie  when  you  see  them  in 
the  hallways  or  at  parties.  Stefchiu  more 
than  adequately  compensates  for  Latin’s 
lack  of  bulk,  as  he  is  at  least  220  pounds 
of  pure  muscle.  But  don’t  let  his  very  large 
pectorals  and  even  larger  “best  rear  vieV’ 
bhnd  you:  Stefchiu  is  like  an  onion — he 
has  layers. 

Under  aU  the  muscle  lies  an  extremely 
intelligent  man.  Stefchiu  reads  extensively 
and  has  far-reaching  knowledge  about 
quantum  theories  of  relativity,  the  reasons 
for  America’s  development  during  the 
Gilded  Age,  or  the  programming  contrasts 


between  Java  and  C++.  But  through  it  all, 
Stefchiu’s  true  genius  lies  in  foreign  pohcy: 
he  helped  guide  Latin’s  Model  U.N.  team. 

The  second  deepest  layer  of  Stefchiu 
that  is  sometimes  overlooked  is  his  kind 
and  caring  heart  that  is  as  big  as  his  “best 
rear  view”  He  stays  up  late  to  talk  with 
people  about  their  problems  and  is  always 
wilhng  to  offer  one  of  his  gargantuan  bear 
hugs.  There  is  a  reason  why  during  his 
wresthng  matches,  the  crowd  spontane¬ 
ously  broke  into  a  chant  o(“jestesh  bogem” 
which  in  Stefchiu’s  native  Polish  means, 
“you  are  God.” 

However,  Stefchiu  doesn’t  have  the 
most  muscle  in  the  senior  class  for  nothing. 
He  has  been  a  rock  on  the  offensive  line  of 
the  football  team  since  eighth  grade  and  by 
junior  year  was  a  starter.  Unfortunately  a 
knee  injury  and  surgery  kept  him  out  of  the 
beginning  of  the  season  this  past  year,  but 
he  made  a  quick  recovery  and  was  starting 
by  the  middle  of  the  season  once  again.  He 
also  shares  his  muscle  in  the  winter  with  the 
clad  irons  of  the  mat.  As  Latin’s  workhorse 
of  the  heavyweights,  Stefchiu  was  always 
pitted  against  chunky  fellows,  and  with 
his  large  dominant  muscle  mass,  he  had  a 
spectacular  final  record. 

The  deepest  layer  of  the  Stefchiu 
onion  is  his  deep  reUgious  faith.  Born  into 
a  religious  family,  Stefchiu  is  very  serious 
about  the  church  and  it  is  a  central  part  of 
his  everyday  life.  He  regularly  attends  mass 
and  very  proudly  displays  his  assortment  of 
rosary  beads. 

But  just  like  an  onion,  Stefchiu  is 
very  recognizable  on  the  exterior.  He  has 
a  laugh  that  will  unnerve  the  gods,  and  just 
like  the  Juggernaut,  once  you  get  it  going, 
there’s  nothing  you  can  do  to  stop  it.  Also, 
his  sneeze  is  powerful  enough  to  shift  the 
earth  off  its  axis.  However,  regardless  of 
which  layer  you  know,  you  reahze  that 
Stefan  is  a  pure  shining  light  who  is  always 
shedding  his  rays. 
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Sports  Spotlight 

Alia  Qatarneh 


By  Shawna  Lee  Sinnott,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

If  you  looked  at  Alia  Qatarneh  in 
passing,  you’d  probably  have  no  idea  that 
this  tiny,  petite  girl  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  forces  on  the  girls  track  team. 
Known  as  the  “mother”  of  the  team.  Alia 
is  a  captain  who  looks  out  for  her  girls 
above  all  else.  Idolized  by  the  younger 
runners,  and  respected  by  everyone  on 
the  team.  Alia  is  a  role  model  for  everyone 
she  encounters. 

At  every  practice.  Alia  is  the  one 
psyching  the  girls  up,  getting  them  ready 
for  the  day.  Leading  drills  and  workouts, 
she  motivates  everyone  and  pushes  them 
to  work  their  hardest.  One  of  the  girls 
even  said  recently  that  Aha  is  “her  inspi¬ 
ration.” 

A  member  of  the  indoor  and  out¬ 
door  teams  since  tenth  grade,  and  captain 
since  eleventh  grade.  Aha  has  been  a  fix¬ 
ture  on  the  team,  running  the  loom,  the 
zoom,  the  300m,  the  400m,  the  4x100m 
relay  and  the  4x200m  relay  Aha  is  a  speed 
demon,  and  you  can  teh  just  how  hard 
she’s  working  by  looking  at  what  I  like 
to  call  her  “intense  face”  when  she  runs. 
Reahy  no  one  can  beat  that  face. 


Aside  from  track.  Alia  also  plays 
soccer  for  East  Boston  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  She  is  not  only  an  athlete,  but  a 
musician.  A  member  of  an  all-girl  band. 
Alia  is  an  expert  on  her  guitar  and  drum- 
set.  And  yes,  she  can  even  play  the  guitar 
behind  her  neck,  which  I  knew  you  were 
wondering.  %u  can  only  imagine  how 
cool  it  is  to  hear  Aha  rocking  her  guitar 
in  the  locker  room,  getting  us  pumped  for 
our  final  practice. 

This  girl  is  not  hmited  to  sports 
and  music,  though.  She  writes  poetry  and 
even  raps  for  Spoken  Word,  and  is  also 
involved  in  Project  BookNet,  Premed 
Society,  Itahan  Club,  and  MassPEP.  Her 
volunteer  time  consists  of  working  with 
PBN,  East  Boston  Neighborhood  Health 
Center  (EBNHC),  BLS  Red  Cross,  and 
After-School  Tutoring. 

Did  I  mention  that  Alia  is  the  Class 
Committee  Chair?  Having  worked  with 
her  aU  year,  I  can  vouch  for  the  fact  that 
Aha  is  one  of  the  most  organized  students 
in  the  school.  She’s  always  on  top  of  things, 
and  has  gotten  very  good  at  sending  out 
mass  e-mails.  Her  commanding  presence 
and  take-charge  attitude  have  made  her 
a  valuable  asset  to  the  Class  Committee 
and  to  the  entire  Class  of  2006. 

Alia  is  fully  planning  on  making 
athletics  an  integral  part  of  her  coUege 
experience.  She  hopes  to  continue  soc¬ 
cer  and  track  as  she  goes  to  the  far-off 
Northeastern  University.  Alia  plans  to 
study  both  sports  medicine  and  Itahan, 
and  wants  to  study  abroad  in  Italy  at 
some  point.  What’s  truly  amazing  is  that 
Aha  wants  to  make  the  daily  trek  back 
to  Latin  School  next  year  to  help  coach 
the  sprinters,  to  whom  she  has  grown 
very  attached.  Alia  wiU  be  missed  by  the 
team  and  by  the  school  as  she  heads  off 
to  coUege,  but  you  can  rest  assured  that 
she  wih  be  back.,  .and  there’s  nothing  you 
can  do  about  it! 


Congrats  to  Liz,  the  last  of  the  Bals, 
Your've  earned  your  summer's  rest. 
And  the  one  fact  she  has  really  learned. 


BLS  is  the  best!!! 


Dad,  Mom,  John,  Patrick  and  Katie 
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37  Charter 

Amnesty  Inti.  Meetings  after 
school 

Asian  Night  (all  4) 

Bahamas  ‘06 
Montreal  ‘05 
Bahamas 

Bay  State  Show  Choir  Festivals 
Getting  to  know  people 
Being  a  Senior 

Choir  practices  with  Mr.  Simmons 
David  O’Connell  getting  pantsed  in 
the  hallway  boxers  and  all 
Days  spent  out  of  school 
Dimly  perceived  threats  to  the 
system 

State  Championship 
Crew  team 

Eastern  Europe  ‘06  +  ‘05: 

Finding  my  true  love 
Fireworks  and  sprinting  midgets 
Giving  Ruth  my  23-pg  paper  on  Pride 
and  Prejudice  and  enjoying  the 
schaden  ffuede  of  knowing  that 
I  had  owned  her 
Going  to  Finals 
Going  to  Starbucks 
Going  to  Starbucks  during  class 
Prize  Declamation  9th 
Easter  Europe  2005 
Guild  Finals 

Hotel  fun  during  FFIAO  D.C.trip 
Bahamas 

lessica  Walsh  skipping  class  to  study 
on  the  toilet  in  a  stall 
(esse  dressed  as  Tetris  block  and  a 
ninja  underneath 
Leahaima  dressed  as  Rick  James 
FAG  and  performing  for  first  time 
.naming  to  dance  with  Mr.  Luis 
The  look  on  the  bus  driver’s  face 
when  Regina  got  on  the  37  bare¬ 
foot  and  covered  from  head  to 


Marker  fights  on  the  2nd  floor 
Mass  HS  Drama  Guild  Festival 
2004 

Meeting  all  my  awesome  friends  and 
keeping  them  for  6  years 
Meetingjames  Roarty 
Mickey! 

Montreal  ‘05  j 

Joe  Poles  writing  a  song  for  me 
Mr.  Harmigan  falling  asleep  during 
every  class 

Ms.  Pagos’  fury  in  Greek  Tradition 
Music  Night 

MUSIC  NIGHT,  every  second  with 
show  choir 

Neary  (any  and  all  lectures) 

Playing  volleyball  in  the  park 
Faculty  Talent  Show 
Asian  Night 
Rally 

Satisfaction 

Seeing  the  happiness  that  everyone 
had  on  the  first  day  of  school  as 
seniors 
Senior  THp 
Senior  year 

Singing  “Hero”  in  a  circle  at  Jack¬ 
ie’s 

Skipping  class  on  the  last  day  before 
Christmas  break 
Smuggs  05’  &  06’ 

States!  Pioneering  their  valley  <3 

Studio  Art  AP 

Techno  dance  parties 

Skip  trip 

The  7:10  train 

The  beginning  of  12th  grade 

This  year  ski  trip  tit  was  crazy) 

Tim  almost  crashing  Disco’s  car  into 
an  on  coming  snow  plow 
Turning  bitter 
BAHAMAS  ‘06 
No  sleep 


Best  Memory 


Beach 

Volleyball 

Watching  Revenge  of  the  Nerds  with 
top  25%  of  the  class  of  06 
Weekends 

When  I  first  got  accepted  to  col¬ 
lege 

When  Nick  met  Carolyn 
May  26th  and  June  8th 
Ward  Fellowship 

Winning  state  tournament  for  mock 
trial 

Winning  the  2005  division  II  State 
Championship  at  the  Fleet  Cen¬ 
ter 

Winning  the  State  Championship 
in  hockey 
Alex  Torres 

1  week  of  snow  days  in  January,  when 
my  birthday  was! 

English  class  with  Ms.  Johnson’s  stu¬ 
dent  teacher/TA  (Ms.  Elizabeth 
Hughes) 

Meeting  all  my  ‘06  peeps  in  loth 
grade 

APES  field  trip  to  Deer  Island 
Boys  Hockey  State  Champs 
Doug  Wang  for  VP  “Ladies  love  the 
Wang.” 

Being  launched  by  Stefan  in  the 
Art  Wing 

7th  grade  in  the  Annex 
Westfield  Football  Game 
State  Championship-  Hockey 
Talking  to  girls  for  the  first  time 
Ski  Tnp  ‘06 

Hockey  Winning  the  State  Cham¬ 
pionship 

Faculty  Rock  Show 
Mme  Brun’s  France  trip  summer 
‘04 

Tackling  Tom 

Playing  football  on  soccer  after- 


school  with  friends 
TAG  +  Asia  show  ‘05 
Mr.  Deveney’s  Alegebra  2  class 
Gospel  choir 
Drama  club 
Improv  shows 

Hanging  with  friends  at  Guidance 
Chats  at  “my”  front  door  post 
Fooling  around  with  the  cross-coun¬ 
try  boys  after  meets 
9th  grade  gym  class  and  studies  with 
Brian  Holderchow,  Lin-on,  and 
Currivan 
June  I2th,  2006 
Italia’05 

Winning  DCL  champs 
Junior  Prom 

Making  popcorn  in  Mr.  Fulton’s 
office  and  evacuating  the  build¬ 
ing  because  of  a  fire  aka  burnt 
popcorn 
Ski  trip 

Asia  night  2006 
Florida  trip 

Setting  the  school  on  fire  by  making 
popcorn 

Someone  came  to  me  even  when  I 
didn’t  reach  out  to  others 
Asia  night  2005 
Junior  Prom 

Satisfaction  by  Bermy  Benassi 
When  we  were  all  sitting  inlunch 
and  some  kid  smached  the  end¬ 
ing  machine 
Guild 

Bahamas  06 

Monday  nights  with  Michael  Sco¬ 
field 

Brookline  volleyball  game 
Best  vacation  ever:  Florida  ‘06 
Birthday  party  @lunch 
Toga  day 

When  I  made  a  dramatic  grade 


change  in  9th  gade  Algebra  II 
with  Mr.  Deveney 
Eastern  Europe-2005 
Ms.  Devin’s  room 
Strasbourg  ‘04 
Ward  fellowship 
Eastern  Europe  ‘06 
Italy  2005 

Being  kicked  out  the  library 
Mr.  Hannigan 

Hanging  out  in  the  guidance  room 
with  my  friends 
Last  few  hours  of  school 
Anything  that  happened  in  APES 
class 

Eighth  grade  studies 
iith  grade  walks  to  lunch 
8  th  grade  laps  in  the  basement  while 
trying  to  avoid  being  seen  by  the 
Hantout 

Crew  winning  mass  publics  ‘05 
Bahamas  ‘06 

The  Crew  Team  winning  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  PubUc  Regatta  by  0.5 
seconds  in  2005 

Spending  quality  time  with  friends 
in  the  music  wing 

iih  grade  AP  Latin  Vergil  taught  by 
Dr.  Cohee 
Dirmertime  in  Italy 
Ski  Trip  with  my  love 
Winning  Mass  Publics  w/  BLS 
Crew 

May  26,  2006  (Last  day  of  BLS) 

Asia  night  2006 

Getting  approbation  with  distintr 
tion  for  the  first  time 
Mr.  Akeson’s  Crystal  Apple  Award 
French  trip 
Ms.  Devin’s  class 
Getting  a  C-  in  Daly’s  class 


ttic  in  mud 


4 

1 

Congratulations!! 

■CONGRATULATIONS 

Michelle  Finley  -Senior  ClassTreasurer 

LIZBOX! 

) 

> 

i 

We  are  so  proud  of  you.  You  can  do 
anything  you  put  your  mind  to 

You  are  our  MVPIII 

WILOVIYOU! 

} 

Love  Mom  and  Dad  - 
Barbara  and  Joseph  Finley 

! 

i 

Carol  M.  Lawless 

MOM,  DAD,  JIMMY 
AND  DAN 

One  Diploma  from  BLS 
Equals  Two  Happy  Parents. 

1 

Congratulations 
on  Your  Graduation. 

t  K  »  t  .  4  «>.• 

Mom  &.  Dad 

•  .L  .  .  e't  *  .  :  ,  .  .  .  1  .A  .  . 
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Coffee  in  teachers’  lounge  was  cold  on 
10/2/04 

When  I  got  my  first  F  in  8th  grade 
Seeeeniors  your  conduct  is  on  display! 
...Let’s  not  dwell  on  those... 

2nd  week  of  December  ‘05 
Annex  had  school  and  main  building 
didn’t  because  of  broken  pipe 
7th  grade 
8th  grade 
9th  grade 

A-33,  that  place  was  the  worst 
Accreditation  visit 
All  of  9th  grade 
All  the  deaths  last  year 
All  the  ridiculous  drama 
All  the  stress  in  nth  grade 
Almost  crashing  Disco’s  car  into  oncom¬ 
ing  snowplow 

Any  given  day  in  Humanities 
AP  Economics  Exam 
AP  Writing 
Applying  for  college 
Barry’s  English  class 
Basically  everything  about  this  school 
Being  called  an  embarrassment  3  times 
senior  year  by  teachers  in  one  week 
Being  censured  for  things  I  wouldn’t  even 
be  punished  for  at  home 
Being  stalked  by  creepahs 
Being  threatened  to  lose  40%  on  an 
English  notebook  for  turning  it  in 
a  day  early 

Being  yelled  at  by  my  favorite  BLS 
teacher 

Mr.  Luis’s  class 

Physics 

Biology 

Burning  my  hand  at  the  annex 
Calculus  class 

Chinese  restaurant  after  loth  grade 
semi 

Rejected  from  top  colleges 
College  applications 
Coming  back  to  school  in  8th  grade  and 
learning  that  Jamaar  Cameron  died 
Countless  hours  of  English  in  nth  and 
i2th  grade 

Crying  when  I  got  my  first  C  in  French 
Declamation 

Delivering  a  suspension  letter  to  some 
9th  grader  and  getting  screamed  at 
by  the  teacher 

Dislocating  my  shoulder  in  loth  grade 


Doing  declamation  for  first  time 
Dr.  Cohee’s  class 

Dr.  Golver  giving  us  a  test  after  the  sox 
lost  to  the  Yankees  in  2003;  then 
calling  him  weak  and  getting  deten¬ 
tions 

Each  year  trying  to  find  a  lunch  table  on 
the  ist  day  of  school 
Entering  high  school  and  realizing 
that  some  kids  are  very  snobby  and 
dishonest 

Every  school  day  from  7:55  -  2:15 
Every  time  Melvin  Zhang  is  not  in 
school 

Every  time  we  got  report  cards 
Failing  Art 

Failing  first  declamation  sude  year 
Failing  geometry 

Failing  my  chemistry  test  with  a  16,  and 
crying  like  a  little  baby  afterwards 
Falling  down  the  stairs  with  my  new 
boots 

Being  put  on  they  year  plan 
Falling  off  the  bleachers  loth  grade 
Finding  out  Mr.  Turpin  was  teaching 
Foreign  Policy 

Finding  out  that  I  was  coming  to  BLS 
when  I  had  planned  on  going  to  Ca¬ 
thedral  HS  with  2  best  friends 
Finding  spots  on  Park  Drive  and  being 
late  because  Kara  didn’t  leave  for 
work 

First  day  of  school 
French  2  &  4 
French  4 
Gabby! 

Getting  a  o  on  one  of  Mr.  Power’s 
quizzes 

Getting  a  D  in  Lapon’s  class 
Getting  called  fat  by  Richie  Corado  in 
the  8th  grade 

Getting  called  to  Flynn’s  office  and  get¬ 
ting  into  BIG  trouble 
Getting  caught  by  Bateman 
Getting  caught  cheating  by  Dr.  Glover 
Getting  caught  plagiarizing  by  Dr. 
Karydas 

Getting  caught  swearing  by  Ms.  Skerritt 
while  playing  a  code  game 
Getting  censured 

Getting  food  poisoning  at  the  hospital 
Getting  injured  for  my  last  season  of 
varsity  volleyball 
Getting  into  Harvard 


Worst  Memory 


Getting  kept  back 
Getting  my  neck  burnt  in  the  annex  by 
the  radiator 

Getting  over  jet  lag  while  trying  to  pay 
attention  in  class 

Getting  rejected  by  four  of  the  five  col¬ 
leges  I  applied  to 
Getting  suspended 

Getting  suspended  in  7th  grade  for 
throwing  paper  airplanes 
Getting  suspended  on  my  i6th  birthday 
Getting  towed  from  Park  Drive 
Going  to  school  everyday 
Being  stuck  in  the  elevator  for  3  whole 
hours 

Staying  in  school  for  more  than  12 
hours 

Gym  with  Ms.  McLean 
Having  a  best  friend  thrown  out  because 
of  residency  issues 
Having  no  friends  sixie  year 
Having  to  choose  where  to  go  after 
Latin... 

Having  to  deal  with  teachers  who  were 
constantly  looking  for  trouble 
Having  to  grovel  to  Ms.  Kelley  for  some¬ 
thing  I  didn’t  do 

Having  to  hear  about  many  deaths  in  our 
school  community  in  only  one  year 
Having  to  tell  my  father  why  I  was  getting 
suspended 

Homeroom  with  Ms.  Johnson 
Hudson  River  School  Project 
Humanities  class 
Johnson’s  class 
Jumping  off  cliffs 
Latin  class  in  9th  grade 
Learning  Mr.  Simmons  was  gone  without 
telling  us 

Learning  the  week  before  school  started 
that  Mr.  Simmons  wasn’t  coming 
back 

Librarians 

Listening  to  Ms.  Valentin  snort  and  speak 
for  2  years  in  a  row 
Losing  at  Prelims 
Losing  guild 
Losing  my  best  friend 
Losing  to  North  Quincy  at  sectional 
finals 

Making  up  for  6  days  of  absent  days 
Mike  Regan  stopped  coming 
Missing  a  tackle  at  the  C-C  game  led  to 
60  yrd  nm 


Mr.  Akeson’s  “Meal”  test 
Mr.  Power  reading  to  the  class  all  19  of 
my  missing  hw  assignments 
Mr.  Shluza’s  chemistry  class 
Mrs.  Gray 

Mrs.ToIbert-Johnson’s  English  ii  Honors 
course 

Ms.  Arris  making  me  cry  everytime  I 
saw  her 

Ms.  Devin’s  death 

Ms.  Kelley’s  intercom  announcement 
about  ^pt.  II 

Ms.  McCourt  and  her  purple  dress 
Ms.  Ponte’s  class 
Ms.  Walter’s  smell 
My  ex-boyfriend 

My  first  C,  followed  by  my  first  D  and 
my  first  F 
None 

Not  being  able  to  say  1842  in  Spanish 
and  having  Ms.  Ponte  yell  at  me  for 
10  straight  minutes 

Not  doing  my  best  and  letting  people 
down 

Not  listening  to  people  who  are  tying 
to  help  me 

Not  making  the  golf  team 
Not  sleeping  to  study  for  exams 
Park  Drive  in  the  morning  esp.  when  my 
car  got  “stolen” 

Ponte  two  years  in  a  row!! 

PRECALC 

Proofs 

Pulling  all-nighters 

Pulling  an  all-nighter  for  the  infamous 
Meal 

Red  Sox  losing  ALCs  2003  to  Yankees 
Rejections 

Rejections  from  colleges 

Room  217 

SATs 

Second  half  of  junior  year  in  general 
Seeing  my  financial  aid  package 
Seeing  people  I  am  no  longer  friends 
with 

Semi-dislocating  my  shoulder 
Sept,  nth  and  all  the  unfortunate 
deaths 

Mr.  Simmons  and  Ms.  Teasdale  leaving 
September  ‘05 

September  9,  2000  (first  day  of  BLS) 
Setting  the  school  on  fire  and  getting  in 
trouble  with  Ms.  Kelley 
Sixie  year 


Sixie  year  declamation  when  Ms.  Skerritt 
laughed  at  me  because  supposedly  I 
made  goofy  faces 

Sixie  year,  which  was  the  first  time  I 
ever  got  a  C 
Spanish  with  Ms.  Ponte 
Spanish  with  Ponte 
Spraining  my  neck 

Starting  this  school  and  wasting  four  yrs 
of  my  life 
States 

Staying  until  the  last  day  of  June  because 
of  snow  days  (junior  year) 

Studying  for  4-5  exams 
Stuc^ing  for  Euro 
Suffering  through  Ponte’s  class 
Summer  orientation 
Suspension  for  throwing  a  piece  of  an 
eraser 

Taking  a  Latin  vocab  test  during  sbde  ori¬ 
entation  and  not  knowing  anything 
The  beginning  of  7th  grade 
The  charter  bus 
The  college  process  and  results 
The  day  I  made  her  cry.  The  day  we  said 
good-bye. 

The  drama 

The  pipe  breaks  at  the  main  school  and 
we  have  to  go  to  school  because  we’re 
at  the  annex 

The  rolls  on  the  back  of  Mr.  Power’s 
head 

The  smell  of  the  cluster  A  hallway  when 
someone  left  his  limch  in  his  locker 
and  didn’t  come  back  for  a  month 
The  stench  of  the  locker  room  hallway 
during  football  season 
The  whole  college  process  with  applica¬ 
tions,  financial  aid,  etc. 

Throwing  up  in  8th  grade  after  running 
loooM  race 

Trying  to  find  a  spot  on  Park  Drive  sbde 
year  when  the  pipes  broke  and  we  had 
to  stay  at  school 

Wearing  two  different  shoes  to  school 
When  Ms.  Devin  died  and  all  the  other 
deaths  throughout  our  6  years 
WTien  the  pipe  broke  and  we  still  had 
school  in  the  annex 
Wfien  we  thought  RJ  had  a  girlfriend 
Witnessing  Bower  getcing  his  mac  on  in 
a  taxi  in  Baha 
Xtina  incident  in  Italia 
"Yelling  at  Mr.  Akeson  in  the  hallway 


Struggling  with  Math? 
Want  to  get  a  headstart 

Congratulations  to 

Katie  McColgan 

for  the  next  school 

yvitfi  Love, 

year?  Don't  want  to 
pay  outrageous  fees 

Mom  &  Dad 

for  a  tutor? 

John  &  Mikey 

-  -  * 

To  Shannon  Devlin, 

Affordable  Math  Tutor 

Covers  all  high  school 
math.  Calculus,  SAT*,  and 

SAT  II* 

Congratulations  on  your  Graduation! 

We  are  so  proud  of  all  of  your 
accomplishments.  You  should  be  so  proud 
of  yourself.  We  know  that  your  future  is 

*  Burt  Carter 

617.872.6091 

very  bright.  Good  Luck  in  college. 

bjcarter@gmail.com 

We  love  you 

)  *SAT  and  SAT  11  are  registered  trademarks  of  the  College  Board 

:  Mom,  Dad,  Shaelyn 
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A  backflip 
A  sport  besides  track 
Acted  in  a  play,  taken  AP  writing  and 
Facing  History 
Actual  extracurriculars 
Actually  taken  full  advantages  of  re¬ 
sources 

Administered  more  vigilante  justice 
All  my  homework 
Any  work  in  9th  grade 
Be  ^ess  upright 

Become  WR  coach  in  Westwood 
Became  friends  with... 

Been  a  little  more  outgoing 

Been  a  twin 

Been  happier 

Been  in  a  play 

Been  in  more  clubs 

Been  less  dramatic 

Been  more  active  in  school  earlier  on 

Been  more  friendly  before  senior  year 

Been  more  involved 

Been  more  outgoing 

Been  nicer  to  people 

Better 

Better  Grades  9th-ioth 

Better  in  school 

Bought  a  motorcycle 

Bought  my  prom  dress  at  Celia’s  world 

Cared  about  grades 

Cartwheeled  down  the  ist  floor  hallway 

Come  out  of  the  closet 

Cut  classes 

Done  better  in  school 

Done  more  sports 

Done  well  in  French 

Drunk  coffee 

Facing  History 

Food  fight 

Fought  more  football  teams 
Get  to  know  everyone  sooner 
Gone  to  Greece 
Gone  on  the  ski  trip 
Gone  on  the  ski  trip  jr.  year 
GONE  TO  GROTON!! 

Gone  to  Junior  Prom 

Gone  to  more  parties 

Gone  to  the  Bahamas 

Gone  to  the  Sox  Parade  in  2004 

Gone  to  the  sixie  social 

Got  jacked 

Gotten  9  hours  of  sleep 
Gotten  approbation  once  in  the  past 
5years 


Things  I  wish  I  had  done 


Gotten  better  grades 
Gotten  to  know  everyone  in  our  grade 
sooner 

Grown  a  Charlie  Chaplin  mustache 
Had  a  baby...  just  kidding.  I  have  nothing 
else  to  write 
Had  a  girlfriend 
Had  more  fun 

Had  the  courage  to  talk  to  people  I 
liked/admired/had  a  crush  on 
Had  tried  harder  in  9th  and  loth  grade 
Helloed  the  kitty 
Homework 

Joined  a  school  music  group  back  in 
sixie  year 

Joined  more  clubs,  tried  out  for  sports 
Joined  the  track  and  soccer  teams  earlier 
and  Bio  AP 

Learn  to  play  an  instrument  and  sing 
Learned  something 
Left  Poland 

Legends  of  the  hidden  temple  or  GUTS 
Lived  a  little 

Lived  my  life  in  one  world 
Made  a  polar  bear  and  rhinocerous 
fight 

Made  fewer  men  gay 
Made  more  friends 
Met  him  sooner 
Met  more  people 
Met  my  friends  sooner 
Missed  more  school 
More  AP 

More  involvment  in  music  dept. 

More  of  the  things  I  shouldn't  have 
done 

More  sports/extractirricular  activities 
My  homework 
Not  come  to  school  so  much 
Not  just  stayed  with  my  group  of 
friends 
Nothing 
Paid  attention 

Partied  more  with  the  entire  grade 

Passed  AP  Physics 

Played  more  sports 

Played  an  instrument 

Played  more  pranks,  had  more  fun 

Played  more  sports 

Played  soccer 

Played  sports 

Pulled  a  “Ferris  Bueller” 

Pulled  a  nice  prank 
Studied,  got  help  in  AP  Econ 


Reinstated  sixie  rush  day 

Relaxed  and  talked  to  more  people 

Relaxed  more 

Said  what  I  thought 

Simplified  that  integral  on  the  AP  test 

Skipped  more 

Skipped  more  days  to  rest 

Skipped  once 

Slept  more 

Slept  more... .a  LOT  more. 

Sneezed  on  Mr.  Haritos 
Soccer 

Socialized  more 

Sought  balance  in  my  life 

Spent  more  time  with  my  friends 

Start  playing  volleyball  earlier 

Statistics 

Studied  for  tests 

Studied  more 

Taken  APES 

Taken  Cicero 

Taken  environmental  science 
Taken  Facing  History 
Taken  German 
taken  Italian 
Taken  Italian  AP 
Taken  mental  health  days 
Taken  Modem  Euro 
Taken  more  days  off 
Taken  more  honors  classes 
Talked  to  more  people 
Talked  to  more  people  in  my  grade  and 
had  more  fun 

Talked  to  people  before  10th  grade 
Talked  to  that  cute  junior  kid 
The  definition  below  says  “  Things.  Not 
people.”  Therefore,  I  will  use  the 
word  “homework”  to  substitute  for 
“lots  of  girls". 

The  sophomores 

Told  Melvin  Zhang  he’s  a  special  guy 

Took  more  days  off  to  sleep 

Transferred  to  another  school 

Tried  at  school 

Tried  before  nth  grade 

Tried  harder 

Tried  harder  in  9th  grade 

Tried  in  9th  and  loth  grade 

Tried  out  for  public  declamation 

Tried  out  for  soccer 

Tried  out  for  step  squad 

Tried  to  stick  with  softball 

Used  my  locker 

Worn  a  toga  to  school 


Things  I  Wish 


IHadn 

About  every  other  thing  I  did 
Become  the  pseudo-philosopher 
Been  a  stupid/annoying  8th  grader 
Been  antisocial  for  3/4  of  HS 
Been  fake  and  made  bad  friends 
Been  friends  with  “her” 

Betrayed  my  best  friend 
Bus  incident 
Car  surfing 

Cared  about  people  who  don’t  matter 
Chairperson’s  reports 
Chased  after  Ke  Zhang  so  desperately 
Come  to  BLS 
Danced  at  Jr.  prom 
Dated  Keith  Webber 
Decide  to  take  Humanities 
Decided  to  take  Physics  I  senior  yr 
Done  all  my  homework 
Don’t  regret  anything 
Eaten  Domino’s  Pizza  everyday  in  8th 
grade 

Eaten  school  lunches 
Failed  classes 
Football  bandjazz  band 
Go  to  this  school 

Gone  to  Molly  Goodman’s  house  after 
semi 

Gone  too  the  semi 

Got  caught  smoking  by  Freeman 

Got  in  trouble  in  Eastern  Europe 

Got  rejected  by  Keane  State 

Got  sent  to  jail 

Gotten  a  week  of  detention 

Gotten  mono 

Had  a  crush  on  a  teacher 

Helloed  the  kitty 

Honors  Geometry 

I  regret  nothing. 

Ignored  my  GPA  till  last  year 
Learned  how  to  eat  my  food  in  2.5 
minutes 

Learned  how  to  procrastinate 
Messed  up  a  friendship  by  attempting 
to  love  them 
No  REGRETS 
Not  paid  attention 
Not  slept  to  study 
Taken  Spanish  4  Honors  with  Ponte 
Picked  Greek  as  elective 
Pissed  off  teachers 
Plagiarized  in  one  of  many  classes 
PROCRASTINATED 
Pulled  all-nighters 

Pushed  people  away  when  they  are  be- 


’t  Done 


ing  kind 

Rashed  on  Drinkwater  in  loth  grade 
about  his  method  of  losing  weight 
Read  Ethan  Frome 
Screwed  up  in  9th  and  loth  grade 
Screwed  up  real  bad 
Skipped  school 
Skipped  school  so  much 
Skipped  the  last  day  when  they  were 
passing  out  my  perfect  attendance 
award 

Slacked  in  the  Ninth  Grade 
Slacked  off 

Smoked  in  the  bathroom 
So  much  work  senior  year 
Sonnet  cycle 
Statistics 

Stressed  about  school  and  high  school 
drama 

Stressed  out  in  yth  and  8th  grades 

Stressed  too  much 

Stuck  my  head  in  the  fume  hood 

Stuck  with  “him”  for  7  months 

Swear  at  a  teacher 

Taken  humanities 

Taken  AP  Biology 

Taken  AP  English  Lit 

Taken  AP  French 

Taken  AP  US  and  Euro  together 

Taken  best  friends  for  granted 

Taken  Calc 

Taken  Calculus  with  Centeio 
Taken  Chemistry 
Taken  Chinese  as  a  junior 
Taken  Comp  Chinese 
Taken  Foreign  Policy 
Taken  French 
Taken  Greek 
Taken  Humanities 
Taken  it  seriously 
Taken  karate 
Taken  latin 

Taken  latin  with  Dr.  Cohee 
Taken  Physics  2  honors 
Taken  science 
Taken  so  many  APs 

Taken  the  world  history  AP  b/c  Ms. 
Powell  confused  me  in  to  thinking  it 
was  a  good  idea 

Talked  too  much  on  one  extreme  and  too 
less  on  the  other 
Thrown  up  on  the  radiator 
Tried  in  yth  grade 
Went  out  that  night. ..uggh 


4 


A  woman  is  like  a  tea  bag — you  never  know  how 
strong  she  is  imtil  she  gets  in  hot  water. 

-Eleanor  Roosevelt 

May  the  waters  always  be  warm. 
Congratulations!  We  love  you. 

Mom,  Dad,  Ora,  Sm*a;  Adina  and  Ben 
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“bad  faathas” 

“Be  kind  to  your  web  looted  friend,  for  that 
Duck  may  be  somebody's  mother...”  Mr. 
Pitts 

“Bring  your  friend” 

“Bros  before  hos” 

“I  can  and  I  will” 

“Mathematics  is  the  art  of  proving  the  impos¬ 
sible." 

The  ability  to  appreciate  irony  is  directly 
proportional  to  intelligence 
Always  hit  the  red  zone 
Anything  in  FHAO 
BS  is  2/3  of  BLS 
Using  study  groups 
Buying  400  pens  can  win  an  election 
Calc/Physics 

“Ce  qui  n’est  pas  clair  n’est  pas  francais!” 

Chem 

Chinese  • 

Coffee  helps! 

US  History 
Tour  more 

Estepha’s  middle  name 

Confidence 

Do  all  work  on  time 

Don’t  ask  a  girl  to  prom  if  she  already  rejected 
you  before 

Don’t  do  projects  with  friends 

Don’t  procrastinate 

Don’t  sell  yourself  to  be  cool 

Don’t  spend  more  than  an  hour  on  essays 

Don’t  take  anything  too  seriously 

A  good  sleep  goes  a  long  way 


I  like  parentheses 

It  only  takes  one  time! 

oi  signifies  the  optative  tense  in  Attic  Greek 

sum,  es,  est 

The  essential  questions  are  the  basis  of  inquiry 
in  the  humanities 

10  Commandments  of  AP  Lit  (Barry) 

4  students  were  diagnosed  with  chicken  pox 
this  year 

98%  of  what  they  "taught”  me 
Aggressive  pass  block 
Algebra  2,  the  quadratic  formula 
All  math  after  loth  grade 
Analyzing  poetry 
Animal  emotions 

Any  of  go.ssip  I  was  subjected  to  over  the 
years 

Anything  in  Johnson’s  class 

Anything  in  Latin 

Anything  in  Ms.  Gr^s  class 

Anything  in  Ms.  Johnson  or  Dr.  Chin’s  class 

Anything  in  Ponte’s  and  Linnehan’s  classes 

Anything  Ms.  Morrison  taught 

Anything  to  do  with  literature 

Anything  useful 

Being  compassionate 


Don’t  wear  public  enemy  shirt  when  crossing 
border 
Economics 

Emo  tears  grow  emo  babies  with  tight  black 
diapers 

Everyone  makes  bad  decisions  even  ‘adults’ 
German 

Grades  might  matter,  but  not  as  much  as 
enjoying  oneself 

Having  unannoimced  tests  builds  character 
History 

How  the  pink  elephant  fell  in  the  mud 

How  to  ballroom  dance 

How  to  be  a  professional  crazy  woman! 

How  to  be  an  ultracrepadarianist 
How  to  be  confident  and  independent 
How  to  bend  the  rules 
How  to  BS 

How  to  do  the  minimum  amount  of  work 
How  to  BS  a  paper  the  night  before  it’s  due 
and  still  get  an  A 
How  to  BS  a  paper 
How  to  BS  and  live  on  no  sleep 
How  to  BS  anything,  anywhere,  any  time 
How  to  BS  in  st)de 
How  to  BS  on  all  English  papers 
How  to  BS  papers  and  assignments 
How  to  build  a  flash-light 
How  to  cheat  and  get  work  done  fast 
How  to  deal  with  rejection 
How  to  develop  a  sense  of  humor 
How  to  do  work  without  knowing  anything 
How  to  do  things  efficiently  in  the  least 
amount  of  time 
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Most  Useful  Thing  Learned 
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How  to  fake  intelligence 
How  to  get  a  lot  done  in  a  very  short  dme 
How  to  get  by  without  doing  real  work 
How  to  get  huge  amounts  of  busy  work  done 
in  shortest  time  possible 
How  to  get  on  a  teacher’s  good  side 
How  to  get  things  done 
How  to  hustle 
How  to  juggle  things 
How  to  laugh  without  peeing 
How  to  lie  without  getting  caught 
How  to  live  on  3  hours  of  sleep  a  night 
How  to  make  up  excuses  for  not  doing  hw 
How  to  manage  my  time 
How  to  nap  unobtrusively 
How  to  open  doors  with  a  library  card 
How  to  pass  here  and  still  have  a  life  outside 
How  to  prioritize 
How  to  procrastinate 
How  to  procrastinate  and  get  an  A 
How  to  recover  from  a  night  of  procrastina¬ 
tion 

How  to  sign  my  mom’s  signature  ’ 

How  to  skip  class  without  getting  in  trouble 
How  to  sleep  and  take  notes  simultaneously 
How  to  sleep  while  appearing  to  be  awake 
How  to  sleep  while  holding  a  pen 
How  to  speak  in  a  polish/german  accent 
How  to  spraypaint 
How  to  swear  in  Spanish  and  Italian 
How  to  take  public  transportation 
How  to  tune  out  everyone  and  everything 
How  to  walk  around  the  hallways  without 
getting  stopped 


How  to  write  a  good  but  crappy  paper 
How  to  write  a  paper  on  a  book  I  haven’t 
read 

How  to  write  a  research  paper  in  three  hours 
How  to  write  a  ten  page  paper  with  i  page  of 
information 

How  to  write  a  paper  the  day  before  it’s  due 
How  to  write  an  entire  3  page  ess^  in  between 
two  periods 
How  to  write  an  essay 

How  to  write  essays  without  knowing  any¬ 
thing 

If  you  believe  you  can,  you  will 
If  you’re  nice  to  your  teachers  they  are  reason¬ 
able  most  of  the  time 
Intense  multitasking 

It’s  good  to  be  intelligent,  but  balance  that 
with  a  social  life 
Life  is  imfair 

Life  lessons  in  Mrs.  Middleton’s  class 
Mama  Myette’s  life  philosophies 
Many  came  but  only  some  came  running 
Microeconomics 

Most  educated  people  have  no  common 
sense 

Music  Theory 

Napalm;  soap,  styrofoam,  gasoline  -  mix  and 
chill 

Never  expect  too  much  of  yourself 
Never  get  married  during  a  total  eclipse 
Never  take  wooden  nickels 
Partners  in  Health  -  Dr.  Paul  Farmer 
People  lie  a  lot 

Pick  the  teacher,  not  the  class 


Procrastination  is  the  key  to  life 
Public  speaking 
Puella  laudat  palam  in  via 
Question  everything  and  always  voice  my 
opinion 

Race  does  not  exist 

Run  on  your  toes 

Seeing  a  hawks  an  automatic  win 

Self-reliance 

Sometimes  you  have  to  grit  your  teeth  and 
do  something  no  matter  how  you  may 
feel  about  it 
Sounding  very  smart 
Spandex  is  socially  acceptable 
Speaking  skills 

Take  notes  on  everything  and  pay  attention 

Tell  colleges  you’re  a  minority 

That  you  must  work  to  succeed 

The  5  paragraph  essay 

The  bear  ate  them  both 

The  pink  elephant  fell  in  the  mud. 

Tlie  power  ofB.S. 

There  are  more  important  things  than  school 
There  is  much  more  to  life  than  all  work 
Time  management 

Time  management/not  all  tests  are  so  im¬ 
portant 

To  be  less  cynical  and  more  proactive 
To  be  open  minded 

To  like  everyone,  trust  no  one,  to  hold  on  to 
our  loved  ones 

Thie  friends  will  always  be  there  for  you 
Why  the  sky  is  blue 
Wood  comes  from  trees 


Least  Useful  Thing  Learned 


Boston  Latin  School  seeks  to  ground  its 
students... 

Use  Excel 
Calculus 

Chairperson’s  report!! 

Chemistry 

The  poetry  of  Seamus  Heaney  with  Ms.  Gray 

Chemistry  with  Dr.  Yu 

How  to  smoke  people 

Chiasmoi  +  syncheses 

Chinese 

Chuck  Norris  has  two  speeds:  walk  and  kill 
cos,  sin,  tan,  stuff 

Deep  meanings  of  apples  in  Ancient  Greek 
Lit 

Derivatrves  and  integrals  (calc) 

Differentiation  and  integration 
Do  it  now,  don’t  procrastinate 
Do  not  procrastinate 
e''xdx=e'^ 

English  Literature 

Essential  questions 

Everything 

Everything  else 

Everything  I  have  forgotten 

Everything  in  Bio,  Chem  and  Physics 


Finding  out  it  can  actually  be  too  cold  to  go  to 
school  (still  great) 

Fire  in  the  fireplace  is  safe  and  beautifiil 

Free  speech  has  no  place  in  academics 

French 

(Jauss’s  Law 

Geometry 

Greek 

Gravity  comes  down  at  -9.8  m/s 

Health  class 

Hie,  Haec,  Hoc 

Honesty  is  the  best  policy  (fK) 

Honor  <2ode 

Subjunctive  mood  en  Espanol 
How  miniscule  the  #  of  good-looking,  non- 
cfysfimctional  guys  is  at  BLS 
How  to  analyze  diction 
How  to  climb  through  a  bus  window 
How  to  declaim  inside  the  Gardner  Museum 
How  to  do  a  striptease 
How  to  do  as  little  work  as  possible 
How  to  integrate  and  how  to  solve  a  ist-order 
linear  equation 
How  to  procrastinate 
How  to  read 
How  to  reflect 


How  to  reflect  on  reflections,  etc. 

How  to  scare  people 

How  to  sneeze  into  my  armpit  by  Mr.  Hari- 
tos 

How  to  watch  a  movie 
Humanities 

Humanities  (wood  comes  from  trees?...Like  we 
didn’t  know  thaO 

If  you  fall  through  the  hole,  you  land  in  Lin- 
ens-n-Things 
I’m  slow  with  a  capital  H! 

Integration  or  calculus  in  v^ole 

Irish  poetry  and  what  it  means  to  be  human 

James  K.  Polk  died  of  chronic  diarrhea 

Java  programming,  derivatives,  physics 

Kquinn@friend.com 

Kramer’s  Rule 

Latin 

Latin  School  Mission  Statement 
Logarithms 

Memorizing  Turpin  maps 

Ms.  Wilson  is  actually  younger  than  me 

Noun  declensions 

Physics 

Pre-Calculus 

PxUl  the  tafiy!! 


qui,  quae,  quod  Sc  hie,  haec,  hoc 
Related  rates 
Rook  wears  glove 

Shake  with  the  right...however  it  ends 

Spanish  conjugations 

Standard  deviation 

Statistics 

Sumus  Primi 

That  I  write  well  at  4  a.m.  despite  the  split¬ 
ting  headache 

That  my  conduct  is  on  display 
The  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey 
The  details  of  Luis’s  trip  to  Italy 
The  earth  is  roimd. 

The  fifth  declention 
The  French  language 

The  symbolism  of  apples  in  Aristophones 
Lysistrata 
Titration 

What  clothing  Ms.Kelley  approves  of 
Whatever  Centeio  talked  about! 

How  to  take  “copious  notes" 

Which  bathrooms  have  toilet  paper 
Who  am  I?  Who  is  my  neighbor? 

World  History 
y-hat 


K  is  for  Keryn 


‘Papa,  I  hate  the  plum! 


7  think  I  love  you!  ‘ 


I  ve  got  sunshine  on  a  cloudy  day.  When  it ‘s  cold  outside,  I’ve  got  the  month  of  May. 

I  guess  you ’d  say,  “  What  can  make  me  feel  this  way  ” 

My  girl...  my  girl...  Talkin’  ‘bout  my  girl!  My  girl! 

Keryn,  You  have  grown  into  a  beautiful  young  woman,  but  you  will  always  be  “My  girl”  to  us! 

We  are  so  proud  of  you!  Congratulations! 
^•J^veNan.a^.B^.a:<^Aqntie .Cathie  •  gy  v  -  :-  :• 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


- Seniors 

Things  I  Would  Change  About  BLS 


90%  of  the  teachers 
Add  in  escalators 
Almost  everything 

Always  enough  toilet  paper,  soap,  paper 
towels 

Amount  of  work 

Becoming  more  lax  rather  than  uptight,  we 
need  more  laughter 

Being  able  to  go  off-campus  for  lunch,  longer 
lunches,  less  homework  and  pointless 
busy  work 
Better  lunch  food 

Bird  flu  sanction  to  get  rid  of  all  the  sitting 
>ucks  or  ask  Dick  Cheney  to  go  hunt¬ 
ing  here 

Bring  back  soda  machines 
Bring  back  the  annex 

Build  more  cultural  awareness  so  things 
wouldn’t  feel  so  divided 
Cheating  problem 

Choir/Instrument  classes  not  taking  up 
studies 

Design  classes  so  students  can’t  cheat 
Diversify  the  student  body 
Encourage  8th  graders  to  wear  clothes 
Encourage  younger  kids  to  get  more  involved 
in  the  community 
Enforce  no-cheating  policy 
English  curriculum 

Entreat  masters  to  encourage  humility  in 
students 

Everything  would  be  run  by  Izzo 
Fewer  rules 

Fire  teachers  who  can’t  teach 
Fridays  off  for  seniors 

Friendlier  and  caring  environment,  seniors 
having  more  freedom 
Get  a  coiMrh  for  the  art  wing 
Get  more  toilet  paper 
Get  rid  of  all  the  shameful  purple 
Get  rid  of  the  incompetent  teachers,  create  a 
better  student-administration  dialogue 
Get  rid  of  the  old  crazy  teachers 
Get  teachers  who  can  teach  and  drop  the  ones 
who  can’t 

Give  senior  privileges 
Give  students  an  actual  voice  in  the  school 
(iuidance  counselors  who  actually  encourage 
you  to  do  anything 
Ha’^  a  stricter  dress  code 
Have  better  food 
Have  open  campus  during  lunch 
Havii^  a  faculty  that  isn’t  so  wound  up  tight 
Having  people  interact  more  than  just  their 
usual  group  of  friends 
Hire  more  friendly  people 
Hire  teachers  that  don’t  hate  the  admin 
Hotter  teachers 

How  incredibly  competitive  it  is,  making  true 
frientkhip  hard  to  create 
How  vindictive  and  insensitive  the  teach¬ 
ers  are 

Inconsistencies  in  grading  policies 


It  would  be  nice  if  we  were  allowed  to  use 
the  library 

It’s  a  cafeteria,  not  a  dining  hall 
Later  start  in  the  morning 
Less  busywork  and  bad  teachers 
Less  competition 
Less  everything,  more  naptime 
Less  little  kids 
Less  rules,  more  laid  back 
Light  all  340  for  once!! 

Loosen  up  the  administration 
Make  guidance  counselors  as  good  as  Mon¬ 
tague 

Make  it  a  school  on  a  boat 
Let  the  students  use  the  library 
Make  it  smaller 
Make  Izzo  president 
Make  school  days  shorter 
Make  sure  teachers  are  qualified 
make  sure  the  teachers  know  how  to  teach 
Make  the  Blackbox  black 
Make  the  school  colors  something  less...well, 
purple? 

More  accessible  library 
More  class  choices 

More  dances,  more  school  spirit,  less  home¬ 
work,  more  field  trips 
More  diversity 
More  diversity  in  NHS 
More  field  trips 

More  fiin  extracurnculars,  such  as  cooking! 

More  support  services 

More  technical  stuff 

More  toilet  paper  in  the  girb’  bathrooms 

More  toilet  paper,  open  campus 

No  hallway  passes 

No  more  busywork 

No  more  Latin 

No  more  teachers  who  don’t  even  imderstand 
what  they  reach 
Normal,  real  teachers 

Not  being  able  to  leave  for  lunch  and  last  period 
studies  as  a  senior 
More  courses  to  choose  from 
Off-campus  privileges  for  seniors 
Offer  more  classes  -  Home  Ec  sould  be  so 
much  fun! 

Only  hire  female  teachers  that  look  like  Ms. 
Ferrera 

Open-campus  lunch,  extended  lunch 
Open-campus,  seniors  can  go  out  at  lunch  and 
come  in  late  on  a  first  period  study  and 
leave  at  a  last  period  study 
Our  school  colors 
Parking  lot  for  seniors 

Permission  to  leave  during  limch  and  studies 
Please  treat  students  a  little  more  like  real 
people  and  a  little  less  like  sheep 
Purple  lockers 

Put  my  name  in  the  last  space  in  the  audi¬ 
torium 

Put  soap  in  the  bathroom! 

Racial  quotas 


Reach  kids  who  need  help 
Recess 

Revive  Mr.  Fargus 

Revamp  the  outdated  Engish  reading  list  (Pas¬ 
sage  To  India?) 

Schedule:  too  early  to  enter  and  not  enough 
time  in  between  classes  or  lunch 
Secure  locker  rooms  to  prevent  thieves  from 
stealing  money  and  phones 
Segregated  cliques 
Senior  parking 
Senior  privileges 

Seniors  can  leave  during  lunch  and  studies 
Shorter  school  days  (start  at  9  AM) 

Sbde  backpacks 

Solid  gold  toilets 

Sports  fields  for  sports  teams 

Senior  parking  lot 

Stick  with  one  shade  of  purple! 

Stop  censuring  people  for  stupid  things 
Strict/secretive  nature  of  admin/faculty 
Student  accesible  elevators,  more  senior 
privileges 
Tardy  detention 

Tardy  policy  -  if  we  couldn’t  get  here  on  time, 
what  makes  them  think  we  can  get  here 
early 

Teachers  need  to  realize  they  are  not  our 
ONLY  teachers 

The  50  different  shades  of  purple  in  the 
school 

the  8th  grade  corridor 
The  administration 

The  amount  of  classes  we  have  to  take 
The  amount  of  work 
The  competitive  nature  of  the  school 
The  English  department  needs  more  good 
English  teachers 

The  enormous  class  sizes,  the  new  teachers, 
the  library  sign-up  system,  more  senior 
privileges,  better  limches 
The  lack  of  a  school  pride  and  community 
The  no  coffee  in  school  rule 
The  number  of  students,  I  mean,  do  we  really 
need  so  many  sbdes? 

The  only  fat  free  vending  machines 

The  prank  policy  with  livestock 

The  short  lunch  time 

ITie  stairs,  more  time  between  classes 

'fhe  stiffness  of  the  teachers 

The  strict  faculty  and  rules 

The  strictness 

The  teacher  vs.  student  mentality 

The  time  it  stans,  school  lunch 

The  way  the  regime  screws  people  over 

The  whole  regime 

Uptight  kids  who  try  too  hard 

We  need  more  subs  like  Claiborne 

Wider  stairways 

When  you  have  a  study  you  don’t  have  to  be 
at  school 


The  Argo  distributed  surveys  to  members  of  the  Senior 
class  during  the  second  week  of  May  and  we  received  over 
200  responses.  We  apologize  if  your  particular  response  is 
not  included.  In  Addition,  The  Argo  would  like  to  thank  all  the 
parents  and  faculty  members  for  purchasing  congratulatory  ads 
and  making  this  final  issue  of  the  2005-2006  Argo  possible. 

Thank  You. 


Favorite  Year 

7th  grade 
5% 


8th  grade 
8% 


I2th  grade 
48% 


8th  grade 
2% 


10th  grade 
18% 


11th  grade 
18% 


Least  Favorite  Year 

12th  grade  7th  grade 


11th  grade 
17% 


10th  grade 
16% 


8th  grade 
12% 


8th  grade 
40% 


Claire, 


We  are  so  proud  of  you. 

Congratulations  to  you  and  everyone  in  the  class  of  2006. 


We  Cove 


you, 


Mom,  Dad,  Joseph, 
Andrea,  Josh  and  Jeremy 


Boston  Latin  School 


- Seniors 

In  Ten  Years,  You  Will  Find  Me... 
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A  lawyer  with  a  family 
A  newlywed 
A  successful  lawyer 
Alive  Get’s  hope) 

As  a  doctor 

As  a  high  powered  exec  in  NY,  married  and 
living  on  Park  Ave. 

As  a  nurse  midwife,  hopefully  married  to  my 
“lover,"  maybe  in  boston 
As  a  sexy  doctor 
As  an  athletic  trainer 

As  the  CEO  of  my  own  advertising  firm  and 
directing  my  3rd  film  to  be  screened  at  the 
Cannes  Film  Festival 
At  home  with  100  cats 

At  home,  being  lazy  and  my  mom  wants  me 
out  of  the  house 
At  a  rock  show 
At  the  fashion  show  in  Paris 
Bald,  fat,  awesome 
Balin’  wit  mad  paper 
Being  a  hot  doctor 
Being  a  lawyer  (rich) 

Being  happy  doing  something  I  love  with  no 
husband  or  kids 
Bountyhunting  Glogovac 
Breaking  into  the  Annex 
Bummin’  for  change,  trying  to  pay  off  student 
loans 

Campaigning  for  position  in  city  government 
Caught  beneath  the  landslide  with  a  cham¬ 
pagne  supernova  in  the  sky 
Chillin  in  the  club  in  my  b-boy  stance 
Covering  the  Red  Sox  3rd  straight  "World  Series 
win  for  the  Boston  Globe 
Cruisin’  in  my  SLR  McClaren,  a  pediatrician, 
pregnant  O 

Curled  up  in  a  ball  on  some  street  corner 
wondering  where  my  sanity  went 
Dancing  on  TV  and  incorporating  psycholo©' 
and  poli  sci  in  my  career 
Divorced  from  Henry  Kenyon 
Doing  something  amazing 
Doing  something  meaningful,  I  hope 
Drawing  comics  by  day  and  slaying  evil  ninja 
baddies  by  night 
Employed,  I  hope 
Engaged 

Engaged,  teaching  at  BLS,  fluently  multi¬ 
lingual 

Even  cooler  than  I  am  now. 

Far  away  from  Boston 
Filthy  rich  as  Sandra’s  secretary 
Finished  getting  my  masters  and  working  as  a 
nurse  practitioner  in  a  foreign  country  or 
different  state 

Finishing  a  doctorate  and  beginning  a  fine 
career  torturing  students. 

Finishing  school 

Finishing/finished  medical  school,  working  at 
some  hospital,  and  maybe  married 
Flashing  passing  tourists  from  my  5th  and  Park 
apartment  in  New  York 


Flying  in  a  spaceship  on  my  w^y  to  Uranus 
(^tting  carried  out  of  my  bachelor  party 
Graduated  from  college,  backpacking  on  a 
waterbuffalo  across  SE  Asia  before  going 
to  law  school 
Happy 

Head  of  a  biotech  company 
Hopefully  married  with  one  baby  boy,  a  dog  and 
an  amazing  house  in  the  suburbs 
Hopefully  out  of  graduate  school,  working 
as  a  dentist  here  in  Boston  making  lots 
of  money! 

If  you  look  long  enough 
In  a  BMW  Z4  330!  passing  you 
In  a  cushy  chair  drinking  coffee 
In  a  hospital... 

in  a  mountain  sitting  on  top  of  a  pile  of  gold 
In  a  rap  video 

In  a  sausage  factory  in  the  depths  of  a  cave 
in  Fiji 

In  a  small  but  clean  apartment  in  a  city,  en¬ 
gaged/married,  happy...  I  hope 
In  a  well-appointed  refrigerator  box,  working 
out  a  cure  for  cancer  on  a  paper  napkin 
In  another  country,  surrounded  by  piles  of 
paper 

in  Arizona,  having  forgotten  about  BLS 
completely 
In  Berlin 

In  debt  up  to  my  eyeballs 
In  Dorchester 

In  google.  You’ll  get  around  I  million  results 
when  you  search  my  name. 

In  grad  school 

In  Hollywood  and  married  (with  2  kids) 

In  Italy  as  a  tour  guide 

In  medical  school,  still  studying  hard,  but 
smiling 

In  my  brand  new  white  tee 
In  NYC  reading  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
and  drinking  Starbucks  at  my  3000  ft 
mansion 

In  Santa  Monica  or  Miami  in  my  Bentley 
In  some  meeting  doodling  on  my  notes 
In  Sl  Louis,  where  the  gun  spray,  rain  ail  day. 
Some  got  jobs  and  some  sell  yay,  others  just 
smoke  and  “@!*/”  -  Nelly 
In  Switzerland. 

In  the  Amazon  jungle  looking  for  gold  and 
riches 

In  the  business  world;  designing  cars  in  my 
spare  time 

In  the  government  or  another  country 

In  the  hair  club  for  men 

In  the  NHL  (national  hockey  league) 

In  the  yellow  pages 

In  US  weekly  in  the  “stars  are  just  like  us” 
section 

In  Wales,  appointing  myself  dictator 
Influential,  wealthy  actor  in  Hollywood  with 
a  postive  influence  and  humanitarian  aid 
agenda 

Leaping  tall  buildings  in  a  single  bound,  run¬ 


ning  faster  than  a  speeding  bullet,  eating 
lightning  and  crappin’  thunder,  finding  out 
how  many  licks  it  takes  to  get  to  the  center 
of  a  Tootsie  roll  pop,  running  across  the 
country  with  a  group  of  devoted  followers, 
travelling  two  stars  to  the  right  and  then 
straight  on  till  morning  and  taking  a  bite 
outta  crime 

Living  with  Meredith  Vasek  in  Paris 
Living  in  a  mansion 
Living  in  a  van  down  by  the  river 
Living  in  California  or  Europe 
Living  in  my  “Hoodsies”  home 
Living  my  life  to  the  fullest 
Living  the  “American  Dream” 

Living  the  Fly  Life 

Living  with  hundreds  of  cats  in  a  tiny  dank 
apartment. 

Lounging  by  the  pool  at  my  Beverly  Hills 
Mansion 

Making  6  or  7  digits  at  a  job  that  I  love 
Making  all  my  classmates  jealous 
Making  cool  paintings  and  making  tons  of  $ 
Making  more  S  than  you. 

Married  and  pregnant  with  my  first  child 
Married  and  rich 
Married  and  rich 

Married  and  working  as  a  football  agent 
Married  at  my  house  in  Hawaii 
Married  to  a  member  of  the  British  rock  trio. 
Busted 

Married  to  Pat  Poulin 
Married  to  Sarah  Kristin 
Married  to  Tom  Brady  -yeah,  that’s  right. 
Married  with  a  kid  and  successful  job  still  liv¬ 
ing  in  Boston 

Married  with  children,  teaching  high  school 
English  and  living  in  Boston 
Nowhere 

On  Saturday  Mght  Live! 

On  South  Beach,  FL 

On  the  comer  of  Montview  &  Houston 

On  the  comer! 

On  the  finale  of  “The  Apprentice"  about  to 
beatJBS. 

On  way  to  finishing  residency  to  becoming  a 
doctor,  hopefully  married,  maybe  a  child 
On  your  closest  billboard,  in  lights/  on  the 
Olympic  volleyball  team/  at  the  ten  year 
reunion  (duh!) 

Opening  a  restaurant  business 
Out  of  medical  school  with  a  PhD  in  psychol- 
ogy,  opening  my  own  office  in  California 
Out  of  school...  I  hope  working  on  passing 
the  bar 

Out  of  the  country 

Owning  y  dogs  and  a  top  celebrity  news 
journalist 

Owning  my  own  business 

Partying  at  Hynes 

Pastor/  humanitarian 

Paying  off  college  debt 

Playing  the  bongos  in  Kamala,  Aldastan 


Each  teacher  is  unique  and  offers  something  special  to  every 
student.  Therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  actually  rank  teachers.  How¬ 
ever,  with  that  said,  here  are  your  favorites: 


Dr.  Carroll  (younger) 

Mr.  Izzo 

Dr.  Cohee 

Mr.  Southwick 

Dr.  James 

Ms.  Devin 

Dr.  Neary 

Ms.  Elliott 

Mr.  Akeson 

Ms.  Freeman 

Mr.  Aversa 

Ms.  Fulwider 

Mr.  Balicki 

Ms.  Holm 

Mr.  Bilodeau 

Ms.  Myette 

Mr.  Bunker 

Ms.  Palmer 

Mr.  Devaney 

Ms.  Skerritt 

Mr.  Harris 

Ms.  Trainor 

Pole  dancing 

Poor,  in  Europe,  too  many  kids  =  Euro  Trash 
Poor,  just  like  I  am  now,  and  alone,  just  like 
I  am  now 
Probably  in  Iraq 
Probably  married  with  kids 
Probably  on  my  way  to  becoming  a  doctor 
Probably  still  in  grad  school 
Proposing  a  toast  at  my  best  friend’s  wedding 
Pursuing  a  PhD,  living  in  another  country, 
spend  life  writing 

Recording  the  musical  score  for  some  movie 
Retired 

Retired,  rich,  living  in  the  Caribbean 
Rich  and  fabulous 
Rich  and  in  love 
Ruling  the  world 

Running  my  own  racetrack  with  LMYJ 
Running  the  Patriots  and  filthy  rich,  happily 
married 

Saying...  Do  you  want  fries  with  that? 

Selling  knives  at  cut  throat  prices 
Sipping  a  glass  of  Burgundy  on  the  French 
Riviera 

Sipping  champagne  and  flipping  burgers 
Sitting  around  a  table  with  very  rich  white  men 
discussing  fundraising  events  for  my  next 
humanitarian  aid  trip  to  Darfur 
Somewhere  so  remote  you  won’t  find  me. 
Somewhere,  probably  around  here 
Spelunking 

Staining  the  seas  red  with  the  blood  of 
pirates 

Starting  with  multi-billion  dollar  business 
Stealing  Katie  Couric’s  seat  as  an  anchor 
woman 

Still  asleep  in  Centeio’s  class 
Still  in  school!  As  if  you  didn’t  think  I  had 
a  life. 

Still  in  West  Roxbury 
Still  not  in  college,  bangin'  loose 
Still  paying  off  debts,  married  with  2  kids 
and  a  dog 


Still  playing  violin 
Still  regretting  taking  the  ISEE 
Still  running  in  circles 
Still  stalking  Murph. 

Still  straightening  my  hair  and  in  debt  from 
buying  too  many  dresses. 

Still  trying  to  find  out  what  to  do  with  myself 
Still  trying  to  pay  off  student  loans 
Still  making  people  smile,  think  and  laugh 
again 

Successful,  happy  and  avoiding  BLS  like  the 
plague 

Successful,  married  with  a  kid  or  two  and  still 
talking  to  my  best  friends  from  BLS 
Teaching  English/Hist/  or  Bio  at  BLS!;  in  the 
4ch  Floor  pool!;  a  Master  Chef! 

Teaching  Facing  History 
The  chef  in  a  5-star  restaurant  in  Europe 
The  owner  of  my  own  business=MULTIMIL 
LIONAIRE 

Translating  latin  under  a  bridge  for  food 
Traveling  all  over  the  world  (diving  both  the 
Great  Barrier  Reef  and  Red  Sea) 
Traveling,  earning  money 
Traveling  the  world  with  billions  of  dollars 
Traveling  the  world  working  as  a  human  rights 
lawyer/practicing  international  law 
Trying  to  decide  on  my  major 
"Vacationing  on  the  beach  after  having  made 
millions,  and  being  able  to  be  elected  into 
political  office 

Visiting  my  rock  Ashely  Bennett  M.D.,  far  away 
from  Boston 
With  10  kids 

With  a  career,  traveling,  maybe  married 
With  a  stable  career  and  my  dream  lover 
"With  a  ton  of  friends 
With  my  own  show  on  Animal  Planet 
Working  at  Merck  Research  Lab  down  the 
street 

working  in  a  cubicle 
Working  in  a  hospital 
"ybu  won’t. 


Ron  Bower 

Congratulations!!!  We  are  so  proud  of  you. 

As  you  enter  the  next  phase  of  your  life 
remember  that  you  can  always  count  on  the 
support  of  your  family. 

Love  Dad,  Mom, 

Krystin  and  Molly 


Congratulations,  Nicholas,  the 
tradition  continues! 

Vincent  Milano  '51 
Peter  V.  Milano  '76 
Maureen  Davoren  Milano  '76 
Nicholas  J.  Milano  '06 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Elise  and  Tori 


Congratulations  Paul  Pokaski, 

We’re  very  proud  of  what 
you  have  accomplished! 

Go  Irish! 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  and  Julie 


from... 

Sixie  to  Senior 
MCAS  to  Mathlete 

Honor  Roll  to  National  Honor  Society 
Athlete  to  All-Sfar 
Student  to  Scholar 

You  have  excelled  the  last  6  years 
and  we  are  very  proud  of  you 

Samantha  Morrissey 
Love,  Mom  &  T)acC 


-  Editors'  Farewell 


Editor-in-Chief 

Working  on  the  Aigo  has  been  a  five- 
year  love  affair.  Gosh,  five  years.  I  remember 
very  well  walking  into  the  Mac  Lab  and  meet¬ 
ing  a  weird  group  of  upperclassmen  gathered 
around  tiny  green  computers  moving  around 
text  boxes,  claiming  to  be  working  on  some¬ 
thing  meaningful.  Never  did  I  know  that  their 
sillv  creation  would  come  to  define  so  much 
of  ny  high  school  experience.  Yet  the  Argo 
has  changed,  and  it  is  now  dramatically  difi 
ferent  from  the  paper  I  discovered  five  years 
ago.  We  moved  from  the  Mac  Lab  to  the 
Photo  Lab,  switched  to  newsprint  paper  and 
finally  discovered  a  pizza  place  that  everyone 
can  agree  on  during  Final  Fridays.  Oh,  we  also 
discovered  Sudokus, 

ITirough  the  years,  I  have  come  to 
meet  many  extraordinary  people  through  the 
Algo,  and  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  some 
of  them.  To  Celia,  Johnny  Muching,  Isaac, 
and  Burt,  thank  you  tor  being  my  Editors- 
in-Chief  during  the  last  five  years. 

AH  of  you  raised  the  newspaper  bar 
hi^er  and  h^er,  and  I  hope  that  the  Aigo 
today  is  what  you  envisioned  it  would  be. 
Mr.  Flynn,  thank  you  for  being  the  most 
dedicated  Argonaut  of  us  alL  You  have  given 
up  tar  more  Friday  evenings  than  your  busy 
social  life  can  spare. 

As  the  Editorin-Chief  for  2005-2006, 

I  have  been  blessed  to  have  an  amazing  staff 
An  editor  is  only  as  good  as  the  people  he 
works  with,  and  this  is  especially  true  this 
year.  ,\shlynL  thank  you  far  putting  up  with 
my  bickering  all  year,  and  my  ban  on  foreign 
news.  Lisa  and  Anneke,  you  are  two  of  the 
most  opinionated  and  strong-  willed  people 
I  know,  and  is  precisely  why  Forum  was  so 
“interesting”  this  year,  to  use  Lisa’s  favorite 
adfective.  Connie  and  Olivia,  thank  you  for 
helping  me  on  Final  Fridays,  Scintillating 
Saturdays,  Scorching  Sundays,  and  today  with 
the  deadline  less  than  ten  minutes  away.  Yru 
were  understanding  when  I  felt  aggravated, 
acknowledging  when  I  hassled  you  for  ar 
tides,  and  supportive  when  I  needed  it  most. 
Tom  and  Paul,  you  guys  set  the  standard  for 
all  the  other  sections.  Let  it  be  known,  with 
the  exception  of  one  freak  aeddent.  Sports 
section  was  ALWAYS  the  first  to  get  all  their 
articles  in.  Thank  you  Louis,  Mary  Jessica, 
and  Helen  for  being  the  most  diligent  and 
hardworking  Copy  Editors  I  have  ever  seere 
The  paper  would  not  be  grammatically  cor 
rect  without  you  guys.  Bobby  and  Margaret, 
thank  you  for  making  the  paper  look  neat, 
eluant,  and  ptofessionaL  And  of  course,  to  all 
the  underclassmen  in  Argo,  I  hope  you  found 
the  experience  worthwhile  and  ftm. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  my  friends,  you 
know  who  you  are.  Ysu  are  the  people  I  go  to 
when  I  want  to  curse  the  Argo,  and  you  are 
the  people  who  remind  me  why  I  love  doing 
Argo  so  much.  Thank  you  from  the  bottom 
and  top  of  my  heart. 

Lastly  Argonauts,  your  Editoi-in-Chief 
is  Julia  Amous.  The  ship  is  now  yours.  May 
you  find  your  destination,  wherever  you 
decide  to  go...  Good-bye  Class  of  2006! 
Good-bye  Argo! 

-Ke  Zhang 

Editoi-in-Chief 

emeritus 

News 

Hrmn. 

I  guess  it's  cliched  to  say  I  never  thought 
I’d  make  it  this  &r,  but  it's  totally  true.  I  had  a 
moment  of  startling  clarity  on  December  31 , 2005 
at  11:53  PM,  upon  realizing  that  2006  was  the  year 
I  was  supposed  to  graduate  from  high  school 
(OH-SIX!),  become  a  legal  adult  (no  more  using 
my  youthful  naivete  as  an  excuse  for  messing  up), 
and  start  collie  (ahhhhhh!).  But  so  far,  2006  has 
been  a  fabulous  year. 

I  suppose  I  should  do  the  customary 
"thanks"  part  of  an  A/ga  feiewelL 

Thanks.  No,  just  kidding.  I'll  get  a  little 
more  specific.  Mom,  thanks  for  letting  me  take 
days  off  and  keeping  me  in  check  when  1  flipped 
out  about  schoohvork.  Dad,  thanks  for  being 
my  college  counselor  extraordinaire  and  on-call 
physics  tutor.  Mer,  thanks  for,  uh,  always  giving 


me  another  point  of  view  and  keeping  it  real. 
And  to  the  rest  of  the  combined  Brown/Garry 
clan,  thanks  for  helping  me  become  who  I  am. 

I  love  you! 

Thanks  to  the  teachers  and  administrators 
who  have  chosen  their  profession  because  they 
care  about  their  students  and  are  passionate 
about  their  subject — you  know  who  you  are.  I’m 
sure.  By  making  your  classes  ones  that  1  looked 
forward  to  having  every  day,  you  made  my  years 
at  BLS  much  more  enjoyable.  One  teacher  in 
particular  I  want  to  thank  is  Ms.  Devin.  She  was 
a  tanta.stic  educator,  but  more  importantly  she 
was  an  advocate  for  her  students  and  our  friend, 

I  can’t  convey  how  much  I  miss  her  advice  and 
just  her  presence  in  my  life. 

y\nd  of  course,  to  my  friends.  I  honestly 
could  not  have  survived  B1.S  without  you.  CV('cll, 
yeah  I  probably  could  have  literally  survived,  but 
I  probably  wouldn't  be  writing  this  on  my  laptop 
from  the  comforts  of  my  home;  I’d  be  sending  it 
through  smoke  signals  in  my  own  made-up  lan¬ 
guage  from  my  mountain  cave  because  I’d  have 
turned  into  a  hermit  with  crazy  eyes  and  wild 
hair.)  I  won’t  need  to  go  into  specifics,  but  here 
are  a  few  of  my  favorite  memories:  the  Jackson 
clan  (some  of  us  14  years  and  counting,  woohoo!), 
A24  ladies.  Connections,  meeting  some  great 
people  who  also  turned  out  to  be  Bsies,  Italia 
2003/2005,  Strasbourg  2004,  Ward  Fellowship 
2005,  EE  ’06,  Final  Fridays  (or.  How  I  Spent  Way 
Way,  WAY  Too  Much  Time  Wjrking  On  My 
School  Newspaper),  and  the  entirety  of  senior 
year  (Palindromes!0. The  one  thing  I  wish  I  could 
change  about  you  all  is  that  we  could  have  gotten 
to  know  each  other  so  much  earlier! 

I  can’t  believe  high  school  is  over.  I  truly 
can’t,  but  then  again  I  don’t  know  anyone  who 
can.  Maybe  I’ll  adjust  as  the  summer  passes.  As 
Thoreau  says,  "There  is  more  day  to  dawn.  The 
sun  is  but  a  morning  star.” 

-Ashlyn 

Forum 

Ask  me  two  years  ago  how  I’d  feel  come 
June  2006,  and  undoubtedly  I  would’ve  an¬ 
swered:  “Extraordinary.”  Graduation  was  a  mo¬ 
ment  I  had  been  waiting  for  since  sophomore 
year,  when  I  first  jumped  on  board  the  Argo  and 
started  fraternizing  with  a  group  of  senior  edi¬ 
tors.  Their  departure  from  the  school  and  into 
the  semi-real  world  of  college  made  me  crave  my 
own  departure.  And  yet,  here  1  am  now,  not  so 
much  finding  it  difficult  to  leave  Boston  Latin 
as  strange  and  anticlimactic. 

Take  the  example  of  writing  this  farewell 
at  all.  Being  a  dork,  I  had  once  envisioned  my 
space  as  an  opportunity  to  bid  sayonara  as  an 
opportunity  to  pay  homage  to  all  those  Great 
Memories  and  Profound  Remarks  on  parting 
and  growing.  Instead,  procrastinating  to  the 
very  last  second,  my  co-editor  and  I  had  an 
exchange  that  went  something  like  this: 

“We  could  go  for  the  minimalist  ap¬ 
proach,”  I  suggested.  “How  about  we  print  a 
blank  white  square  to  represent  the  inexpressible 
profundity  of  our  feelings?” 

CThe  idea  was  quickly  vetoed  by  a  stare 
from  our  assistant  editor). 

“Or  better  yet,”  she  gasped,  “how  about 
we  combine  our  two  spaces  and  write  something 
completely  random  in  between.  Something  like 
‘rooster’  in  all  lowercase  letters?  The  rooster 
will  crow  again!” 

Ultimately,  we  realized  there  was  nothing 
original  in  saying  goodbye  regardless  of  the  style 
and  presentation  of  our  messages.  In  the  end, 
we  decided  not  to  follow  through  with  either 
idea  -  not  because  we  feared  retribution  from 
the  higher-ups  fit’s  fun  to  make  Julia  and  Ke 
mad!),  but  because  we  realized  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  original  in  saying  goodbye.  The  feelings  at 
parting  are  the  same  for  each  wave  of  Boston 
Latin  School  students;  the  elation,  the  confu¬ 
sion,  the  belated  wish  for  more  time  and  per 
haps  the  cynicism  over  time  wasted,  nostalgia 
over  time  passed.  What  differs  is  the  emotion 
that  is  most  pronounced  for  each  student;  for 
me,  I  dealt  with  my  last  day  at  Boston  Latin 
with  perfect  indifference. 

But  if  the  feelings  of  saying  goodbye 
are  universal,  then  certainly  what  makes  this 
farewell  unique  are  those  individuals  who  most 
affected  me  in  the  last  four  years.  I  am  confident 
that  graduation  will  not  mark  our  parting,  but 
rather  our  progression  together  into  the  next 
phase  of  our  lives.  So,  to  my  friends,  who  stayed 
up  with  me  till  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning  dis¬ 
secting  everything  from  Brangelina  to  “breach 
of  implied  warranty  by  merchantabihty” ;  to  my 
Mock  Trial-ites  who  spent  every  Saturday  with 
me  unfailingly,  to  the  Argonauts,  with  whom  I 


shared  so  many  memorable  Final  Fridays;  to  my 
teachers,  especially  Mrs.  Insanally,  who  were  so 
influential  in  my  personal  development;  and  of 
course,  to  my  family. 

Winnie  the  Pooh  said  it  best:  “Prom¬ 
ise  me  you  will  never  forget  me,  because  it  I 
thought  you  would.  I’d  never  leave.”  As  it  is,  I 
think  we  should  all  feel  safe  leaving. 

Lisa 

I  know  some  of  my  esteemed  colleagues 
have  been  planning  this  since  they  were  in 
sophomore  year  (or  at  least  for  the  five  minutes 
before  they  started  to  write).  I,  on  the  other  hand, 
am  making  this  up  completely  as  I  go  along,  so 
bear  with  me,  and  be  grateful — I 'm  not  going  to 
treat  you  to  two  hundred  words  of  my  thoughts 
on  penguins,  although  it’s  very  hot  out  and  the 
desire  to  discuss  Antarctic  fowl  sincerely  did 
enter  my  mind. 

Not  that  thoughts  of  penguins  mean  that 
my  experiences  at  Argo — and  at  BLS  in  general 
were  so  completely  quotidian  and  meaningless 
that  all  I  can  think  of  are  birds.  It’s  just  that  a  lot  of 
Argo  experiences — the  mad  dashes  for  pizza;  the 
desperate  excuses  to  save  from  doing  anything, 
anything  at  all  — don’t  translate  well  on  paper. 
Plus,  I’ve  never  been  good  at  sentimental.  Anyone 
who’s  been  around  Argo  at  all,  ever,  knows  that  it’s 
crazy  insane,  and  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  ftm.  It  didn’t 
change  my  life  and  it  certainly  didn’t  lead  me 
to  transcendental  revelations  about  the  human 
experience — although  it  did  send  me  into  the 
depths  of  despair  over  my  esteemed  colleagues’ 
grammar.  It  might  not  have  been  life-changing, 
but  there  were  definitely  worse  places  I  could 
have  spent  my  Fridays — and  in  the  end,  I  don’t 
regret  a  minute  of  it. 

The  more  I  think  about  it,  the  more  Argo 
strikes  me  as  a  metaphor  (oh!  Are  you  noticing 
this,  English  teachers  past  and  present?  I  learned 
something  for  my  BLS  experience  as  a  whole.  It 
was  something  I  did.  I  was  pretty  good  at  it  while 
I  did  it,  with  a  couple  of  colossal  screw-ups  that 
I  then  spent  a  lot  of  time  trying  to  convince  the 
interested  parties  weren’t  my  fault.  It  happened, 
in  spite  of  itself.  We  spent  a  lot  of  time  complain¬ 
ing  about  it,  and  in  the  end,  had  to  admit  that  we 
had  a  pretty  good  time.  I  stressed  about  a  lot  of 
things  I  didn’t  need  to  stress  about,  forgot  things 
I  should  have  remembered,  laughed,  and  slept  a 
lot.  I  don’t  know  if  it  changed  my  life — I’d  like 
to  think  I  did  that  on  my  own.  It  was  a  good  six 
years,  and  now  it’s  over.  I  think  I’m  ready  for 
that  to  happen. 

So  in  summary  to  this  rambling  train 
wreck  of  a  senior  farewell,  I  just  want  to  thank 
the  people  who  kept  me  sane — in  Argo  and 
otherwise,  as  well  as  the  people  who  drove  me 
crazy,  the  people  I  loved  and  the  people  I  hated; 
the  people  who  made  this  whole  crazy  experience 
what  it  was — (whatever  that  is. 

-Anneke 

A  &  E 

Like  with  so  many  things  I’ve  done  for 
the  past  six  years,  I  am  writing  this  goodbye  in 
the  wee  hours  of  the  morning.  When  I  was  but 
a  shoe,  1...  don’t  actually  remember  reading  the 
Argo.  Those  days,  I  was  concerned  about  boys, 
not  failing  Latin,  and  a  club  full  of  quiet  girls 
called  JCL.  These  days,  I  am  stiU  concerned 
about  boys,  not  failing  math  or  chemistry  and 
a  club  of  rambunctious  youngerclassmen  called 
JCL.  After  six  years,  I  can  sincerely  say  I’ve  had 
the  best  experience  of  my  life  at  78  Avenue 
Louis  Pasteur.  Others  may  look  back  on  their 
high  school  eiqierience  and  regret  the  years  they 
wasted  here,  but  I  will  remember  these  years 
as  being  ones  filled  with  friendly  feces,  exciting 
experiences,  and  the  most  inspiring  relationships 
I  have  experienced  to  date. 

I  could  gush  more,  but  that  would  be 
impolite. 

Instead,  I  will  just  say  that  I  owe  this  ex¬ 
perience  to  a  number  of  people.  To  my  friends, 
because  every  time  I  get  a  phone  call  or  an  email 
from  someone  I  know,  I  am  still  astonished  that 
people  like  to  associate  with  me.  When  I  entered 
seventh  grade,  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  some¬ 
where  inside,  I  had  a  sense  of  humor  and  a  large 
capacity  for  conversation.  To  my  teachers,  for 
inspiring  me  and  grounding  me  and  teaching  me 
the  dual  virtues  of  humility  and  modesty,  there 
have  been  those  that  I  regret  knowing  and  those 
I  regret  not  knowing  earlier,  but  I  am  grateful  to 
all.  To  my  parents,  for  still  not  believing  that  kids 
in  senior  year  at  BLS  have  more  than  four  hours 
of  homework-^nce,  my  mother  came  into  my 
room  at  3:30  a.m.  and  simply  sat  on  my  bed  until  I 
finished  my  French  assignment  and  went  to  bed. 
It’s  been  quite  a  ride,  thanks  to  everyone,  and  I 
almost  wish  it  weren’t  over  so  soon. 
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Finally,  here  is  the  priceless  advice  from 
a  seasoned  soon-to-be-graduate  of  the  Latin 
School  that  all  you  eager,  impressionable  sbdes 
are  searching  foi — whether  you  would  believe  it 
or  not,  all  knowledge  is  worth  having,  and  hence, 
nothing  is  a  wasted  experience.  Make  the  best  of 
what  time  you  have  here,  leave  with  as  few  regrets 
as  possible,  and  as  they  say  in  Dead  Poets  Society, 
“sucking  all  the  marrow  out  of  life  doesn’t  mean 
you  have  to  choke  on  the  bone.” 

-Connie 

At  every  college  I  visited  this  past  year,' 

I  remember  asking  current  students  the  same 
question:  “What  is  your  favorite  thing  about 
Blank  University?”  and  almost  invariably  getting 
the  same  answer:  “The  people.”  I  don’t  doubt 
that  it  was  true,  but  this  always  seemed  to  me  the 
most  meaningless  and  the  least  useful  answer  for 
a  prospective  student,  when  every  college  cLiimed 
this  as  their  own  “unique”  forte. 

Now  that  I  have  to  write  my  farewell,  it 
rums  out,  of  course,  that  what  I  will  miss  about 
BLS  is  indeed  the  people.  I’m  not  going  to  pre¬ 
tend  that  our  student  body  is  necessarily  superior 
to  that  of  any  other  school,  despite  everything 
Ms.  Kelley  has  told  us  for  the  past  six  years. 
But  I  do  realize,  especially  when  I  think  of  my 
elementary  school  classmates  who  went  on  to 
private  schools,  that  there  have  been  countless 
advantages  to  attending  a  public  exam  school 
that  draws  from  all  parts  of  the  city  I  have  had 
the  privilege  of  meeting  students  of  very  different 
backgrounds,  from  those  whose  families  have 
lived  in  Boston  for  generations  to  those  who 
spent  the  first  half  of  their  lives  in  another  coun¬ 
try.  This  is  an  environment  where  a  half-French, 
halFAmerican  girl  is  no  longer  unique,  yet  is  still 
solicited  for  pronunciation  tips  by  her  friends 
who — for  reasons  she  cannot  understand — think 
that  her  knowledge  of  French  is  cool  even  though 
many  of  them  are  bilingual  themselves.  I  have 
come  to  appreciate  the  size  of  our  school  more 
than  I  ever  thought  I  would.  One  of  the  most 
amazing  things  about  BLS  is  the  opportunity 
to  keep  meeting  new  classmates  even  through 
senior  year,  and  I  urge  every  student  to  try  out 
different  clubs  and  activities  without  hesitation, 
because — I  know  it’s  cliche — you  never  know 
where  you  will  fit  in  best.  I  have  been  extremely 
lucky  to  have  met  the  friends  I  did  through  cho¬ 
rus,  Argo,  Red  Cross,  French  Lit,  even  through 
my  one  and  only  season  in  Cross  Country  (and,  of 
course,  through  the  magic  of  alphabetical  order!). 
If  I  hadn’t  explored  each  and  every  one  of  these 
opportunities,  I  would  not  have  met  some  of 
the  people  that  I  truly  respect  and  admire,  even 
beyond  the  context  of  high  school  that  I  think 
we  have  begun  to  outgrow 

I  know  the  negative  feelings  that  many 
students  have  toward  BLS,  at  least  at  some  point 
in  their  years  here,  but  I  believe  that  our  school 
has  a  lot  to  offer  and  I  encourage  underclassmen 
to  remain  open  to  every  opportunity  for  a  new 
experience.  Despite  the  hellish  college  search,  my 
last  year  at  BLS  was  the  one  that  I  enjoyed  the 
most,  because  my  Latin  School  “experience”  was 
not  complete  until  I  had  undergone  every  small 
incident  and  made  every  acquaintance  that  I  did 
in  the  previous  five  years.  So  try  new  things,  meet 
new  people,  and  you  will  find  the  place  —  maybe 
the  several  places  —  where  you  belong. 

-Olivia 

Sports 

A  little  known  fact  at  the  Boston 
Latin  School  is  that  we  have  a  great  athlet¬ 
ics  program.  We  have  teams  that  dominate 
their  opponents  in  arguahly  the  most  diflficult 
division  in  Massachusetts,  the  Dual  County 
League.  But  our  skills  on  the  playing  fields 
are  often  overlooked  because  of  our  academic 
reputation.  ' 

I  admit  that  I,  too,  was  one  who  blew 
off  Latin  School  sports  when  I  was  an  under 
classman.  I  attempted  to  play  a  few  sports  and 
earned  a  varsity  letter  in  cross  country,  but 
never  really  found  any  passion.  Once  I  started 
writing  and  editing  for  the  Argo,  and  gained 
the  perspective  of  all  of  Boston  Latin’s  teams, 
however,  I  reahzed  how  passionate  sports  are 
here  at  Boston  Latin. 

After  writing  or  reading  articles  for 
every  sports  team  Latin  School  has  to  offer  for 
three  years,  I  have  recognized  some  unfortu¬ 
nate  gaps  in  the  Boston  Latin  sports  program. 
The  blame  does  not  fall  necessarily  on  the 
athletes,  the  coaches,  the  student  body,  or  the 
parents,  but  more  a  combination  of  all. 

A  rut  that  many  of  the  teams  here  at 
Latin  fall  into  is  accepting  continual  defeat. 
While  it  is  important  to  learn  how  to  lose,  it  is 
just  as  important  to  learn  how  to  win.  Many 
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plaining  about  how  we  could  be  doing  better 

things  has  been  amazing.  From  fighting  over 
the  mouse  and  keyboards  with  Margaret,  to 
trying  to  crash  the  sophomore  semi  dressed 
like  scrubs  and  then  being  called  trespassers  as 
we  were  ferociously  chased  down  the  hallways 
with  Brown,  you  two  have  been  awesome. 
Thank  you  for  giving  me  so  many  reasons  to 
smile,  laugh,  and  be  happy.  Next  off,  I’d  like 
to  thank  Alex  Zhu  (III).  %u  better  make  us 
proud  next  year  with  layout,  man!  It’s  fimny 
how  Margaret  trained  you  and  you’re  oiir  best 
worker,  whereas  everyone  that  tried  to  learn 
from  me  has  now  quit.  Oh  well.  We’ll  be  back 
to  check  on  you  next  year,  so  watch  out!  And 
finally,  to  all  the  other  editors  at  Argo. -I  must 
thank  you  all  for  putting  up  with  all  the  times 
I’ve  told  you  how  horrible  your  dummies  for 
layout  were,  and  also  for  all  the  times  I’ve 
snapped  when  you  decided  to  change  dozens 
of  things  at  9  PM  during  Final  Fridays. 

Now  that  I’ve  blown  through  that,  I 
would  like  to  leave  some  advice  to  anyone 
reading  this,  despite  its  lack  of  any  picture. 
To  all  you  aspiring  young  children.  I’ve  got  to 
tell  you  to  chill  out.  It  has  become  painfully 
obvious  throughout  the  years  that  going  to 
school  day  in  and  day  out,  wishing  you  were 
dead  rather  than  suffering  through  another  day 
is  no  way  to  live.  There’s  nothing  wrong  with 
wanting  to  succeed,  or  even  being  the  best 
at  what  you  do,  but  what  is  the  point  of  it  all 
when  you  are  absolutely  miserable.  Now,  I’m' 
not  telling  any  of  you  to  slack  off  or  anything, 
but  really  if  you  goto  school  every  day  wanting 
to  cry  your  eyes  out,  it’s  time  to  rethink  your 
life.  Take  my  word  for  it. 

Well  that’s  it  for  now,  it’s  time  to  say 
good-bye  folks.  Good-bye  to  you,  good-bye  to 
Argo,  and  good-bye  to  high  school.  I’ve  got  to 
admit,  these  past  six  hundred  thousand  years 
just  zoomed  by.  It’s  been  rough,  and  I’ve  felt 
like  painting  the  walls  with  my  brains  more 
than  once,  but  high  school’s  finally  done  with, 
and  I  could  not  be  happier.  We’ve  done  our 
time,  paid  our  dues,  and  (most  of  us)  are  on  our 
way  to  college  next  year.  Our  “college  prepara¬ 
tory”  years  are  now  over  and  its  time  to  become 
freshmen  all  over  again,  all  over  the  state»  all 
over  the  country,  and  all  over  the  world. 

-Bobby 

Copy  Editing 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it  is  that 
copy  editors  actually  do.’  And  why  it  takes  us 
so  long  to  do  it?  , 

Each  of  us  have  been  asked  that  ques¬ 
tions  much  times.  Do  we  copy  articles  folders 


to  tolders?  Did  we  edit  or  did  we  copy?  Do  we 

run  around  get  our  editor  in  chef  Kay  Zang 
(II)  coffee? 

No.  The  preceding  paragraph  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  the  Argo  might  look  like  without 
us,  its  most  overworked  and  imderappreciated 
department.  For  example,  the  other  section 
editors  have  no  sense  of  humor,  and  may  well 
have  allowed  the  preceding  paragraph  to  go 
to  print.  ^1%,  on  the  other  hand,  would  have 
recognized  and  corrected  the  abysmal  and 
tawdry  attempt  to  get  a  cheap  lau^  that  the 
preceding  paragraph  boorishly  made. 

^fell,  with  that  shameless  selffpromo- 
tion  and  selfpitying  attempt  out  of  the  way  let 
us  proceed  with  matters  dearer  to  our  hearts. 

To  Eva,  our  beloved  future  copy  leader 
extraordinaire,  may  your  checklists  jways  be 
completed,  and  your  deadhnes  always  met. 
This  job  was  hard  enough  with  three  (or  four) 
people  doing  it,  and  we  don’t  envy  you  the 
position  you  will  have  to  fill  all  by  your  lone¬ 
some  self  To  the  rest  of  the  team,  listen  to 
what  Eva  says,  stay  away  from  the  layout  boys 
(they  only  want  one  thing),  be  patient  with 
the  sports  section  (we  know  it’s  hard),  and 
don’t  screw  up. 

To  our  graduating  Argo  shipmates, 
we,  the  quietest  department  of  hard-workr 
ittg  girls — with  one  awesome  exception,  of 
course — would  like  to  say  that  it’s  been  great, 
and  it’s  been  fun.  You  (except  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  layout  boys)  have  been  patient  with  our 
carefulness  and  diligence,  and  hopefully  you 
have  come  to  appreciate  us  copy  editors  (and 
our  nifty  checklists)  much  more. 

To  underclassmen  wondering  what 
copy-editing  is,  hopefully  we  have  enlightened 
you  oh  its  greatness.  At  this  point,  if  you  feel 
that  copy  editors  do  all  the  work  and  never 
have  fun,  think  again.  There  is  unlimited  en¬ 
tertainment  in  deleting  serial  commas  (except 
for  issues  in  which  we  randomly  decide  to  tol¬ 
erate  them),  repositioning  incorrectly  placed 
postpositives,  going  on  italicizing  sprees,  de- 
scandalizing  instances  of  unintended  sexual  in¬ 
nuendo,  and  performing  psychological  analyses 
on  article  -writers  to  figure  out  what  they  are 
actually  trying  to  say.  If  this  sounds  fun  to  you, 
you  belong  on  the  team,  and  we  want  you. 

As  part  of  our  final  reflections,  we’d 
like  to  say  that  Argo  is  good  times.  Sure,  you’ll 
uncover  your  inner  sociopathy  at  it  o’clock 
on  a  Friday  night  when  you  realize  that  you’re 
STILL  AT  SCHOOL,  but  rest  assured  that 
when  you  finally  go  home,  you’ll  find  yourself 
missing  the  rambunctious  Photo  Lab  and  its 

perpetual  occufianfs,  the  Argonauts. 

'  '  “Helen,  Jessica,  Louis 


of  our  athletes  seem  to  incorrectly  accept  that 
they  will  never  be  able  to  beat  their  opponents 
in  the  Dual  County  League.  It  starts  -with  be¬ 
lieving  in  oneself  I  have  been  to  many  Latin 
School  sporting  events,  and  I  can  honestly 
say  there  is  no  lack  of  effort  from  our  teams. 
What  is  missing  in  some  teams  is  the  belief 
that  they  can  win. 

I  also  have  complete  faith  that  the 
coaches  Latin  hires  are  the  most  qualified  for 
the  job.  Sometimes  it  seems,  however,  some 
coaches  are  slow  to  make  adjustments,  either 
during  games  or  during  seasons,  in  order  to  stay 
competitive  with  their  opponents.  It  is  hard  to 
sit  and  watch  some  teams  do  the  same  thing 
over  and  over  to  no  avail. 

Finally,  the  largest  part  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  falls  on  the  students  and  parents.  It 
is  painful  to  go  to  Latin  games  and  see  empty 
stands.  Our  athletes  need  our  support.  These 
kids  are  extremely  talented  and  provide  excit¬ 
ing  games,  and  it  is  sad  when  the  visiting  fans 
from  Bedford  can  make  more  noise  than  the 
Latin  fans  at  a  home  basketball  game. 

It  has  been  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  to 
bring  the  Boston  Latin  teams  and  their  accom¬ 
plishments  to  you  all  for  the  past  three  years.  I 
hope  the  passion  can  be  ignited  in  more  people 
in  the  future  because  it  is  there  for  the  taking, 
waiting  to  be  recognized. 

-Tom 


After  making  it  through  six  years  at 
Boston  Latin  School  and  finally  seeing  my  last 
day,  I  carmot  believe  that  it  is  over.  When  I 
entered  the  Class  of  2006,  graduation  seemed 
to  be  decades  off.  During  late  night  homework 
sessions  and  boring  classes,  I  wished  that  my 
time  at  BLS  would  quickly  come  to  an  end. 
Now  that  senior  year  has  come  and  gone,  I 
wish  it  could  have  lasted  just  a  bit  longer. 

The  last  six  years  have  brought  me  some 
of  my  best  and  worst  memories.  There  were 
certainly  a  lot  of  both.  I  will  always  remember 
some  of  the  nights  I  stayed  up  way  too  late, 
working  on  a  project  or  an  essay,  knowing  that 
I  would  have  to  wake  up  in  a  few  hours  and  face 
another  day  at  school.  I  -will  also  remember  the 
times  when  I  did  not  put  enough  work  in  and  it 
showed  up  dreadfully  on  my  report  card.  Those 
were  the  times  when  I  hated  Boston  Latin. 

Yet,  for  every  bad  memory  there  were  at 
least  two  good  ones.  Over  the  last  six  years,  I 
have  met  some  extraordinary  people  whom  I 
am  proud  to  call  friends.  I  have  also  had  some 
excellent  teachers,  many  of  whom  went  beyond 
their  duties  and  did  much  more  than  just  give 
me  an  education;  These  teachers  and  friends 
have  made  a  lasting  impression  on  me. 

Also,  it  may  sound  crazy,  but  some  of 
my  favorite  memories  at  Boston  Latin  were 
because  of  the  Argo.  Although  I  probably  did 
not  appreciate  it  at  the  time,  I  am  going  to 
miss  those  Final  Fridays.  It  is  hard  to  explain 
but  there  is  a  special  feeling  you  get,  rushing 
to  get  all  the  pages  completed,  while  in  the 
meantime  20  of  my  fellow  staff  members  are 
scrambling  to  do  the  same.  In  addition,  there 
is  no  satisfaction  quite  like  the  one  you  get 
when  you  finally  depart  the  photo  lab  late  on 
Friday,  knowing  that  your  section  is  complete 
and,  hopefully,  flawless. 

When  I  leave  Boston  Latin,  I  will  take 
with  me  much  more  than  an  education.  I  will 
depart  remembering  all  the  good  and  bad  times 
I  had  and  the  people  who  made  it  all  happen. 
To  Boston  Latin  School  and  the  Class  of  2006, 
thanks  for  the  memories. 

-Paul 

Layout 

Saying  goodbye  is  never  easy.  It  is 
quite  unbelievable  that  I  will  be  leaving  after 
spending  six  years  of  my  life  at  Boston  Latin. 
Permanently.  It  is  not  just  winter  break,  or 
spring  break,  or  summer;  I  am  actually  not 
coming  back.  No  longer  -will  I  be  waking  up 
at  the  crack  of  dawn  to  get  ready  for  school, 
no  longer  will  I  be  rushing  into  homeroom 
at  7:44  A.M.  with  my  hair  dripping  wet,  no 
longer  will  I  be  sitting  through  seven  periods 
of  classes,  and  no  longer  will  I  be  waiting  for 
2:15  PM  to  come.  Despite  all  this,  I  have  to  say 
that  I  will  miss  cramming  every  Sunday  night 
and  going  into  school  with  tired  eyes  every 
Monday  morning. 

Reflecting  back  on  these  past  six  years, 
all  I  can  think  of  is  a  rollercoaster...  an  ex¬ 
tremely  memorable  one.  Every  year  had  its 
ups  gnd  .downs  but  ,mirgpulo,usly,  J  made  it 
through,  in  one  piece.,  Without  everyone  that 
I  have  befriended  and  some  very  awesome 


faculty,  the  ride  would  not  have  been  as  fun  and 
thrilling.  First  and  foremost,  I  would  like  to 
acknowledge  my  lovely  Argonauts.  I  would  like 
to  thank  my  co-Layout  Editor,  Bobby  Lee  (I), 
for  being  a  pain  in  the  butt  during  production 
weeks  and  for  being  such  a  great  ttend  for  the 
past  j  years.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  the 
other  lovely  Argo  editors,  including  our  very 
own  Editorln-Chief,  Ke  Zhang  (I),  for  mak¬ 
ing  this  year  at  Argo  so  awesome.  I  would  like 
to  say  a  special  thanks  to  my  amazing  Layout 
Associates,  Sandra  Chen  (II),  Jason  Huang 
(III),  Patrick  Li  (III),  Rick  Peng  (III),  and 
Alex  Zhu  (III),  for  being  so  cooperative  and 
cool.  Next,  I  would  like  to  thank  Ms.  Tibbetts, 
Mr.  Montague,  and  Ms.  ^!Cbng  for  doing  what 
they  do  so  well;  they  have  always  been  there 
with  an  open  ear  and  a  smile  whenever  I  walk 
into  their  rooms.  I  would  also  like  to  thank 
the  one  and  only,  Air.  Flyim,  for  allo-wing  me 
to  get  to  know  him  much  better  in  these  last 
couple  of  years  and  for  inviting  me  spend  my 
studies  in  his  ofiice  with  Kelly  Baker  (I),  and 
Mary  Hong  (I).  Lastly,  I  would  like  to  thank 
all  my  friends  for  helping  me  get  through  all 
these  years  at  BLS;  without  you  guys,  my  time 
here  would  definitely  not  have  been  the  same. 
Thank  you. 

It  makes  me  sad  to  realize  that  we  -wiU 
all  be  going  our  separate  ways  and  that  most 
of  us  will  not  be  as  close  as  we  were  in  high 
school.  But  I  guess  it  is  time  to  let  go  and  make 
new  memories.  Thank  you.  Class  of  2006,  for 
six  incredible  years  and  thank  you  for  so  many 
great  memories  for  me  to  reminisce  back  on. 
Take  care  and  goodbye. 

-Margaret 

I’ll  start  this  off  with  some  thanlcyou’s, 

I  guess.  First  off,  I’ve  got  to  thank  my  two 
favorite  people  at  ^rgo;. Margaret -Lam  and 
Stephen  Brown,  My  God,  the  time  We’ve  spent 
together  avoiding  actual  Argo  work  and  com¬ 
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Seniors 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


To  the  graduating  seniors  of  the 
Boston  Latin  Girls  Crew  Team 

Carolyn  Bemazzani  Amanda  Connolly 


Lauren  Costello  Mara  Edelman 

Elizabeth  Hanson  Kelly  Kennefick 
Marlene  O’Hara  

Danielle  Valle 


Many  thanks  for  your  hard  work,  sportsmanship,  and 
competitive  spirit.  May  you  look  back  on  these  years  with  great 
memories  beyond  the  calluses  and  jumpies,  and  treasure  the  joy  you 
had  working  as  a  team,  and  the  pleasure  you  brought  to  your  fans 

and  parents. 

Our  best  wishes  to  you  in  all  your  future  endeavors. 


Friends  of  BLS  Crew 


Boston  Latin  School 
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Fun  Page 


Across 

8.  H&M’s  M. 

9.  A  mineraloid;  Mehta’s  first  name. 

10.  Yellow  Muppet. 

11.  The  ninth  Greek  letter;  only  a  little. 
13.  Do  Re  Mi  Fa  So  LaTi  Do. 

16.  Knowledge  and  Barbie’s  ex. 

17.  Eminem  single;  lullaby  bird. 

19.  Condensed  moisture  and  the  new 
Gatorade. 

22.  1980  winter  Olympic  site. 

23.  Airplane  manufacturer. 

26.  The  principal  church  of  a  diocese  with 
which  a  bishop  is  associated. 

27.  SAT  preppers. 

28.  SOS  -  will  somebody  please  help  her? 
30.  Main  character  of  “Family  Guy.” 

32.  Hellish  conflagration. 

33.  Whose  cubic  puzzle? 

34.  Capital  of  Georgia,  starts  with  a  T. 
Down 

1.  Red  Muppet. 

2.  “Hey,  what  a  wonderful  kind  of ” 


-  Arthur 

3.  Leif  Ericsson’s  America. 

4.  Tennis  zero. 

5.  New  Disney  movie. 

6.  Book  ID  number. 

7.  Printing  press  pioneer. 

11.  Today’s  Persia. 

12.  “Tikki  Tikki _ ” 

14.  Arcade  game;  the  German  Democratic 
Republic. 

15.  Formerly  Zaire. 

16.  Chinese  characters  for  Japanese 
words. 

18.  Home  of  hockey 

20.  Skinny  telephone. 

21.  Required  freshman  science  course. 

23.  Feathered  wrap. 

24.  French  “lightning,”  and  tasty  pastry. 

25.  With  the  Astros,  a  longtime  pitcher. 

26.  ACDC’s  C. 

29.  Old-time  console  maker. 

31.  The  opinion  section;  also,  the  BLS 
musical. 


CONGRADULATIONS 
LOTACHI IZUCHI 
CLASS  OF  2006 

YOUR  FAMILY  IS  VERY  PROUD  OF  YOU. 

LOVE, 

Dad,  Mom,  Kenechi,  Enemchi  and  Nana 
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Sincere  thanks 
to  the  many 

dedicated, 

hardworking,  inspiring 
faculty  and  staff 

You  are  truly 
appreciated. 

The  Garry  Family 


"BONA  FORTUNA  MEIS  LIBERIS 
LATINIS  A  VESTRO  PATRE  LATINO.' 


Schoolmaster  Smith  134 


To  HR  119 

Congratulations  for  a  job  well  done! 
May  the  future  hold  great  treasures 
for  each  of  you. 

Mr.  Turpin 


Mrs.  Middleton  wishes  the  following  thoughts  to  all: 

Latin  School  has  been  good  to  me.  Everyday  I  encounter  fine  brains  and  warm  hearts.  I 
love  my  students.  I  like  the  people  who  are  their  parents' and  I  respect  my  colleagues. 

I  retire  this  June  30th  from  the  Boston  Public  School  system,  but  I'll  never  retire  the 
kindness  and  growth  I  found  at  the  Latin  School.  I  am  so  very  grateful 

Nez  M." 


Keryn, 

Somewhere  out  there,  beneath  the  pale  mooiflight, 
someone’s  thinking  of  you,  and  loving  you  tonight. 
I  wish  you  a  hfetime  of  passionate  singing! 

I  am  so  proud  of  you. 

Love, 

Auntie  Erika 

(when  you’re  rich  and  famous,  remember  me!) 


We  love  you  Uncle  Matt. 
Good  luck  next  year. 
Love 

Maeve,  Aidan  and  Andrew 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Improv!  • 


By  Silvana  Vivas,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


For  those  of  you  who  are  sick  of  go-  j 
ing  to  the  mall  or  the  movies  every  Friday  j 
night,  fear  not.  Improv  Jones  Boston  is  j 
just  the  thing  you  need  to  bring  back  fun  | 
to  start  off  your  weekends.  Improvjones,  j 
the  witty  improvisational  show  started  by  1 
our  very  owu  theatre  teacher,  Ms.  Christa 
Crewdson,  and  her  colleagues,  begins  at 
8  p.m.  even-  Friday  untd  August  25  at  the 
Arsenal  Arts  Center  in  Watertown. 

This  show  originally  started  15  years 
ago  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  where 
Ms.  Crewdson  previously  lived.  When 
she  moved  here,  because  she  missed  her 
group  and  could  not  find  a  local  troupe 
to  her  liking,  she  decided  to  start  another 
Improv  jones.  The  new  group  will  be  pei^  ; 
forming  together  at  the  Providence  Im-  ‘ 
prov  Festival  in  the  last  week  of  June.  ; 

The  players  consist  of  people  Ms.  j 
Crewdson  had  already  known  from  other  ] 
acting  troupes.  In  fact,  a  senior  from  1 
Boston  Latin  School,  Ehzabeth  Finlayson,  j 
also  performs  with  the  group.  According  j 
to  her,  Improvjones  is  fun  to  see  because  ^ 
it  has  a  quick-paced  style.  “We  do  some  , 
short^form  improv,  which  is  more  familiar 
to  people,”  says  Finlayson.  “We  have  been  1 
focusing  on  incorporating  more  long  form 
into  our  act,  which  is  more  interesting  ; 
as  opposed  to  hilariously  funny  In  other 
words,  we  mix  our  act  up  and  make  it 
interesting  for  people  to  come  back  and 
see  each  week.” 

There  is  a  variety  of  improv  games 
and  scenes  performed,  which  the  players 
created  themselves.  They  first  begin  with 
a  warm-up  game  involving  suggestions 
from  the  audience.  They  then  move  into 
longer  scenes,  filled  with  amusing  fines, 
energetic  movements,  and  expressions 
that  really  get  you  laughing.  AU  through 
the  show,  they  keep  audience  members  in¬ 
volved  by  either  asking  them  for  ideas  or 
pulling  them  onstage  to  join  in  the  fun. 

One  amusing  part  of  the  last  show 
was  when  they  read  the  summary  on  a 
book  jacket  and  acted  it  out — something 
that  they  have  decided  to  extend  in  future 
shows  to  make  for  a  longer  scene.  This 
time  it  happened  to  be  a  wildly  cheesy 
sci-fi  novel  concerning  aliens  and  myster 
ies.  In  another  enjoyable  segment,  they 
chose  a  member  of  the  audience  to  act 
on  stage,  and  she  was  only  allowed  to  say 
three  fines,  which  were  also  suggestions 
from  the  audience.  It  is  amazing  how 
saying,  “How  Tx)ut  some  milk?”  over  and 
over  again  can  become  quite  a  funny-bone 
tickler.  Phis,  throughout  the  show,  they 
perform  bits  of  a  long  scene  between 
other  smaller  piortions,  which  is  an  en¬ 
tertaining  way  of  keeping  you  interested 
while  you  wait  for  the  next  element  in 
their  silly  storyline. 

The  best  thing  about  this  show 
is  that  it  really  keeps  you  involved,  by 
taking  suggestions  and  ideas  from  the 
audience  and  featuring  the  occasional 
volunteer  onstage.  At  the  begiiming  of 
this  particular  show,  people  were  asked 
to  write  down  a  random  fine  on  an  index 
card  on  their  way  in.  These  cards  were 
then  scattered  on  the  floor  and  could 
then  be  picked  up  by  any  of  the  players 
during  the  show.  This  is  a  clever  way  of 
adding  something  to  refresh  the  scene 
and  move  it  in  another  direction,  and  it 
is  also  a  game  Ms.  Crewdson  uses  in  her 
theater  classes. 

So  when  next  Friday  night  rolls 
around,  don’t  reach  for  the  remote!  In¬ 
stead,  reach  for  that  handy-dandy  bus 
pass,  and  head  on  down  to  Watertown 
for  the  next  Improvjones! 


-  A&E 

X3 :  X-Cellent  Entertainment 


By  Kevin  McCaughey,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Which  would  you  want:  invisibility 
or  flight?  If  you  have  watched  any  tele¬ 
vision,  gone  on  the  Internet,  or  read  a 
newspaper,  you  would  know  that  XrMen 
j:  The  Last  Stand  is  yet  another  one  of 
Hollywood’s  takes  on  a  comic.  The  film 
had  one  of  the  biggest  openings 
ever  in  film  history,  taking  in 
S120.1  million  over  the  Memorial 
Day  weekend.  Based  on  Marvel’s 
popular  comic  book  series,  X- 
Men  J  is  a  film  about  the  struggle 
between  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment,  which  seeks  to  “cure” 
mutants — people  born  with 
superpowers — and  the  mutants 
who  resist  this  “cleansing.” 

Aj  picks  up  where  the 
previous  movie  in  the  series  left 
off.  Scott  Summers  (James  Mors- 
den),  also  known  as  Cyclops,  is  depressed 
because  Jean  Grey  gave  up  her  fife  to  save 
the  other  X-Men.  For  Wolverine  (Hugh 
Jackman),  Storm  (Halle  Berry);  Professor 
Charles  Xavier  (Patrick  Stewart),  and  the 
crew,  fife  seems  to  go  on  normally  at  the 
Xavier  School  for  Gifted  Youngsters — 


that  is,  until  a  pharmaceutical  company 
finds  a  so-called  “cure”  for  the  mutant 
condition.  This  discovery  gets  mutants 
and  mutant  activists  alike  in  an  uproar, 
claiming  that  their  mutations  are  nothing 
to  be  cured  and  that  the  government  is 
prejudiced  towards  this  minority 

The  X-Men,  led  by  Xavier,  seek  to 
fight  the  “cure”  peacefully,  whereas  his 


former  ally  Magneto  (Ian  McKellen)  gath¬ 
ers  “The  Brotherhood,”  a  group  of  mutant 
insurgents,  to  openly  fight  against  the 
government.  Stewart  and  McKellen  act 
together  brilliantly  as  Professor  Xavier 
and  Magneto.  Together,  they  parallel 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  and  Malcolm  X, 


as  Xavier  and  Magneto  both  seek  the  same 
end  but  through  different  methods. 

The  acting  is  lacking  in  some  ways, 
but  is  pretty  decent  in  others.  As  said 
before,  Stewart  and  McKellen  do  some  of 
the  best  acting  throughout  the  entire  film. 
Other  performances  were  only  passable. 
Jackman,  however,  was  very  entertaining 
and  natural  as  Wolverine.  There  were 
other  performances  that  stood  out, 
though  not  for  excellence.  Berry 
played  a  motherly  and  comforting 
Storm  adnauseam.  Also,  Anna  Paquin’s 
character.  Rogue,  seemed  purposeless 
throughout  the  course  of  the  film,  and 
even  appeared  pathetic. 

The  visual  effects,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  expected  with  most  science 
fiction  action  flicks,  were  consistently 
stunning.  All  of  the  computergener 
ated  images  were  intricately  detailed 
as  well  as  convincing. 

Overall,  X-Men  }:  The  Last  Stand 
was  interesting  and  did  an  excellent  job 
of  capturing  your  attention  within  the 
first  to  or  15  minutes  and  keeping  you 
there  till  the  credits  roU,  or  even  later. 
Even  if  you’re  not  too  much  of  an  X-Men 
fan,  go  see  it,  for  the  sake  of  humans  and 
mutants  alike. 


Heaven  Never  Tasted  Sweeter 


By  John  McKenna,  V 

Staff  Writer 


Sometimes  in  our  fives,  we  dream  of 
things  that  seem  impossible.  One  of  those 
dreams  is  a  world  where  everything  is  cov¬ 
ered  in  chocolate.  You  would  walk  down 
a  chocolate  pretzel  street  and  would  spot 
chocolate  cakes,  brownies,  and  a  fountain 
of  chocolate.  Before  you  can  eat  anything, 
you  would  wake  up  in  bed,  wishing  that 
you  were  still  asleep  and  maybe  that  your 
pillow  weren’t  covered  in  drool.  Abu  would 
think  that  there  is  no  such  thing,  but  at 
the  Langham  Hotel  in  Boston,  this  dream 
is  a  reality,  and  you  can  eat  it  too. 

Every  Saturday  from  noon  to  three 
I  o’clock  between  September  and  June, 
Cafe  Fleuri  is  home  to  an  all-ye-can-eat 
I  chocolate  buffet.  It  features  a  jaw-drop- 
I  ping  display  of  cakes,  pastries,  tortes, 
and  other  confections  that  will  send  you 
into  a  chocolate  coma.  Some  star  foods 


from  the  buffet  are  the  chocolate  mousse, 
which  is  topped  with  chocolate  icing  and 
a  strawberry,  and  a  smores  shot  glass,  a 
whipped  marshmallow  fluff  base  topped 
with  crumbly  graham  cracker,  dark  choco¬ 
late,  and  bronzed  whipped  cream. 

If  you  want  something  a  little  more 
elegant,  then  dive  in  to  the  chocolate 
crepe  station.  For  those  of  you  who  have 
no  idea  what  a  crepe  is,  it’s  a  flat  choco¬ 
late  pancake  filled  with  various  fruits  and 
jams.  These  chocolate  crepes,  however, 
are  much  nicer.  In  front  of  the  crepe-mak¬ 
ing  table,  there  is  a  tray  with  all  different 
kinds  of  candy  and  fruits,  which  you  can 
add  to  your  crepe.  You  then  take  your  fill¬ 
ing  to  the  crepe  chef,  who  puts  it  in  the 
pancake  and  douses  it  with  rum  (you  won’t 
get  drunk  from  it,  trust  me),  and  flambes 
it  (sets  it  on  fire).  It  is  fruity  sweet,  choco- 
latey  and  downright  decadent. 

If  you  go  there,  be  sure  to  stop  and 
dunk  some  strawberries,  pretzel  rods,  or 


Belgian  waffles  into  the  chocolate  foun¬ 
tain  (that’s  right!).  The  milk  chocolate 
flows  like  water  and  doesn’t  stop.  It  is 
the  greatest  chocolate  you’ll  ever  taste.  In 
fact,  it  is  so  rich  that  you  may  be  tempted 
to  stick  you  arm  in  it  and  lick  it  dry  (I  was 
tempted  to).  There  are  also  truffle  pops, 
which  are  lollipops  with  a  white  chocolate 
truffle  on  the  end  and  are  rolled  in  cumin, 
cayenne,  or  nutmeg  powders.  It  sounds 
like  an  oxymoron  (spicy  on  sweet),  but  it 
is  a  definite  pleasure  for  your  taste  buds. 

This  should  only  be  experienced 
once  in  a  while,  lest  you  become  penni¬ 
less.  The  buffet  is  $26  per  person,  but  if 
you  are  a  sixie  or  a  fivesie,  are  short,  and 
might  pass  as  a  12-year  old,  then  it  would 
only  be  $14.  Nonetheless,  it  is  worth  every 
cent.  Abu  also  get  endless  coffee  and  hot 
chocolate  (if  you  need  more  chocolate). 
Cafe  Fleuri  is  in  the  Langham  Hotel,  near 
Government  Center.  Reservations  are 
highly  recommended.  Bon  appetit! 


Indie  Flicks  Have  More  Fun 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  IQ 

Staff  Writer 


I  don’t  know  if  you’ve  noticed,  but 
the  Hollywood  blockbusters  released 
these  days  seem  to  be  falling  short  of 
our  summer  standards.  Mission  Impossible 
III  was  mediocre,  DaVinci  Code  fell  flat, 
and,  to  my  horror,  Disney  is  releasing 
yet  another  3D  animation  about  some 
personified  thing  coming  of  age — this 
time  it’s  Cars.  If  you  are  concerned  that 
there  is  going  to  be  a  lack  of  movies  to 
watch  this  siunmer,  I  have  a  solution  to 
your  woes.  So  many  people  overlook  the 
fact  that  Boston  has  some  of  the  best 
theatres  in  which  to  see  independent 
films — films  that  are  original,  interest¬ 
ing,  fun,  and  just  as  sexy  or  violent  as 
those  at  your  local  Multiplexo. 

But  so  few  people  know  where  to 
find  these  movies.  I  am  going  to  save 
your  summer  by  telling  you  where  to 
see  some  of  the  best  films  of  the  year 
and  some  of  the  better  movies  to  check 
out.  One  of  my  favorite  theatres  is  the 
Coofidge  Corner  Theatre  in  Brookline 
(www.coolidge.org).  The  owners  have 
recently  renovated  their  theatre  and 


show  some  seriously  awesome  films; 
they  even  have  midnight  screenings 
with  themes  ranging  from  nunneries  to 
heavy  metal.  I  really  recommend  seeing 
the  film  Brick.  It  is  a  noir-style  mystery 
set  in  a  modem  California  high  school. 
But  don’t  misjudge  it;  Brick  is  as  gritty, 
violent,  and  stylized  as  a  Tarantino 
flick. 

Another  one  of  my  favorite  the¬ 
atres  is  the  Brattle  (www.brattlefilm. 
org),  a  Boston  institution  that  may  soon 
be  a  fond  memory,  so  get  over  there  and 
leam  of  the  wonders  it  holds  before  it’s 
too  late.  They  are  playing  Tommy  Lee 
Jones’s  The  Three  Burials  of  Melquiadas 
Estrada,  a  film  that  chronicles  the  kid¬ 
napping  of  a  police  officer,  unearthing  of 
the  man  he  killed,  and  his  journey  across 
the  desert  into  Mexico  to  bury  him.  Too 
much  violence?  Well,  the  theatre  is  also 
playing  a  fun  little  David  Lynch  film. 
Blue  Velvet,  which  deals  with  such  pleas¬ 
ant  dinnertime  topics  as  suburbia,  sado¬ 
masochism,  and  Dennis  Hopper.  There 
is  always  something  new,  interesting, 
and  often  risque  at  the  Brattle. 

And  finally,  for  the  college  student 
in  all  of  us,  the  Jl^rvard  Film  Archive 


fwww.harvardfilmarchive.org)  is  one  of 
the  only  places  to  see  incredible  films 
that  no  one  has  ever  heard  of.  There 
are  some  amazing  Chilean  films  play¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  modern  German  ones,  all 
of  which  are  summarized  on  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  website.  But  I  recommend 
some  more  recent  American  films  that 
are  playing.  If  you  like  sex  and  comedy 
in  bed  together,  then  I  Am  A  Sex  Addict 
will  certainly 'suffice.  It  is  an  inventive 
selFlampooning  docudrama  that  chron¬ 
icles  a  man’s  addiction  to.. .well,  read 
the  title.  Also,  for  all  of  you  looking 
for  something  romantic  and  touching, 
try  Me  and  Tou  and  Everyone  We  Know. 
Junebug,  one  of  my  favorite  films  of  last 
year,  is  making  a  second  roimd.  There’s 
so  much  to  see! 

..  I  have  barely  scratched  the  sur 
face  of  what  is  out  there.  These  theatres 
also  host  numerous  film  festivals  that 
cater  to  the  public’s  every  interest.  Visit 
their  websites,  explore  what  is  playing, 
and  go  see  something  that  is  well  worth 
your  money  instead  of  gambling  on  yet 
another  predictable  flick  from  the  Hol¬ 
lywood  Machine.  You  will  be  surprised 
at  the  joys  of  .original  cinema. 
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Dr.  Kelley  Approved  This  Article 


By  Alberta  Wright,  I  & 
Cassandra  Kull,  I 

Staff  Writers 


A  few  weeks  ago,  a  rowdy  group 
of  about  375  seniors  assembled  in  front 
of  the  main  doors  of  Boston  Latin 
School  for  the  yearbook  group  picture 
and  were  quickly  silenced  by  a  petite 
brunette  in  a  Ralph  Lauren  navy  blue 
suit,  red  Ferragamo  flats,  and  oversized, 
studded  tortoise-shell  sunglasses.  For  a 
Head  Master  whose  principle  message 
to  incoming  sixies  is  to  look  in  the  mir 
ror  every  morning  and  ask,  “Would  Dr. 
Kelley  approve?”  this  fashion  statement 
is  to  be  expected.  It  seems  only  fitting 
for  the  last  fashion  article  to  focus  on  our 
styhsh  Head  Master  and  the  interview  we 
conducted  with  her  on  that  particularly 
chic  day. 

We  started  off  by  asking  Dr.  Kel¬ 
ley  who  her  fashion  icon  is.  She  replied 


that  she  didn’t  have  an  icon,  but  a 
“concept.”  She  believes  that  “simplic¬ 
ity  is  elegance”  and  does 
not  follow  the  trends,  but 
purchases  classic  items  that 
she  can  wear  for  decades. 

As  Coco  Chanel  once  said, 

“Fashion  fades,  only  style 
remains  the  same.”  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Kelley,  a  woman 
should  dress  to  make  herself 
stand  out  and  appear  as 
“someone  to  be  reckoned 
with.”  Needless  to  say,  she 
finds  the  recent  trend  of 
showing  off  more  and  more 
skin  tasteless.  When  we 
asked  what  her  least  favorite 
trend  at  Boston  Latin  was, 
she  said  “skin.”  She  befieves 
that  “there  should  be  some  mystery.  A 
woman  ascending  the  corporate  ladder 
should  be  someone  to  be  reckoned  with 


and  must  appear  more  competent  than 
anyone  else.  The  lasting  impressions 
are  made  in  the  first  45 
seconds  of  seeing  some¬ 
one.”  No  one  can  deny 
that  classic  beauty  and 
modesty  carry  a  definite 
appeal.  We  suggested 
that  Coco  Chanel  was  a 
perfect  example  of  this 
concept  and  Dr.  Kelley 
agreed.  Interestingly, 
her  comments  through- 
g  out  the  interview  mir- 
5  rored  some  famous 
S  quotes  by  the  venerable 
S  fashion  icon.  Dr.  Kelley 
g  emphasized  class  and 
I  elegance  throughout 
the  interview,  stressing 
the  importance  of  first  impressions. 

When  we  asked  who  the  best 
dressed  faculty  were.  Dr.  Kelley  quickly 


listed  Mr.  Richard  Fulton  and  Mr.  Mal¬ 
colm  Flynn  as  “paragons”  of  style,  and 
mentioned  Ms.  Rachel  Skerritt  and  Ms. 
Ruthann  Russell  as  sharp  dressers  as  well. 
As  for  Dr.  George  Carroll,  she  said,  he 
“has  his  own  style.” 

Her  essential  wardrobe  items  are 
especially  telling.  When  asked  to  pick 
one  essential  clothing  item.  Dr.  Kelley 
chose  a  “navy  blue  blazer”  as  the  most 
versatile  piece  in  a  woman’s  wardrobe. 
She  believes  that  every  woman  should 
have  one  good  suit,  or  if  possible,  many. 
As  she  expands  on  the  wonders  of  a  suit 
that  can  transition  from  day  to  evening 
(paired  with  remarkable  shoes  and  “the 
right  earrings”),  we  can  imagine  her 
patrolling  the  classes  of  Boston  Latin 
School,  and  later  appearing  before  a 
dinner  of  distinguished  alumni  to  make 
her  case  for  the  BLSA.  All  the  while  Dr. 
Kelley  is  stately,  dignified,  and  primarily, 
fabulous. 


Asian  Night  2006 


By  AtheeSa  Dy,  I  & 
Chris  Andrade,  I 

Staff  Writers 


For  this  year’s  Asian  Night,  hosted 
by  the  Boston  Latin  School  student 
organization  Asian  Students  in  Action 
(A.S.I.A.),  the  theme  was  fusion;  a  blend 
of  past  and  present  cultures.  The  two- 
hour  performance  started  off  well  with 
no  major  issues,  unlike  last  year’s  show 
where  one  of  the  M.C.’s  showed  up 
hoarse  for  third  period  and  a  spotlight 
bulb  broke  right  before  the  curtains  were 
about  to  open. 

Hosted  by  Michael  Lee  (I)  and 
Pham  Mama- 
radio  (I),  the 
pre-show 
numbers  pro¬ 
vided  a  calm 
introduction 
to  the  fast- 
paced  and 
crazy  show 
to  follow.  The 
opening  act, 

“Quelle  Co¬ 
incidence,” 
featured  an 
amusing  love 
triangle — or 
rather  quad¬ 
rilateral — 
played  out  to  an  amusing  pop  song. 
Next  up  was  “HzO,”  the  watersleeve 


dance  that  was  also  featured  in  the  In¬ 
ternational  Showcase.  The  dance  and 
the  special  costumes  worn  by  Stefanie 
Chan  (I)  and  Sarah  Sears  (I)  involved  long 
flowing  sleeves  that  were  a  real  sight  to 
see.  The  last  musical  performance  for  the 
pre-show  was  a  duet  by  Kenneth  Kan  and 
Ivy  Vong,  which  could  have  easily  been  a 
good  finale  to  the  show’s  warm-up.  The 
final  piece  was  a  well-executed  Power¬ 
Point  presentation  set  to  music  that 
highlighted  many  of  A.S.I.A. ’s  events. 

The  main  part  of  the  program 
kicked  off  with  the  five  masters  of  cere¬ 
monies,  Helen  Wu  (I),  Amy  Yu  (I),  Daniel 
Attridge  (H),  Giselle  Eng  (II),  and  Eric 


Nelson  (II)  introducing  the  traditional 
Fashion  Show,  which  showcased  several 


examples  of  Asian  attire.  To  further  the 
theme  of  fusion,  the  models  strutted 
to  modern  music. 

Some  memorable 
performances  of 
the  night  (and  there 
were  many)  includ¬ 
ed  “By  Chance,”  an 
upbeat  traditional 
umbrella  dance  per¬ 
formed  by  a  group 
of  Vietnamese  se¬ 
niors  to  the  sassy 
rhythm  of  ballroom 
dancing,  showing 
an  encounter  of 
couples  “by  chance” 
in  an  unexpected 
rain  shower;  “Black 
Meiyo,”  a  song  sung 
by  Japanese  student 
Ayako  Shimizu  (V);  “Phoenix  Farewell,” 
a  traditional  Chinese  double  fan  dance; 
“Tinh  Bang  Gia,”  a  sad  Vietnamese  song 
reminiscing  about  the  happiness  of  a 
broken  love  relationship,  performed  by 
Thanh  Thu  Ngo  (I)  and  Hoi  Nguyen 
(I);  and  “MultiCRUNKtional,”  a  per¬ 
formance  that  was  a  true  blend  of  two 
cultures.  Picture  a  traditional  fan  dance 
crossed  with  urban  hip-hop,  and  that’s 
how  you  get  down  with  “MultiCRUNK¬ 
tional.”  “Salaam  Namaste,”  the  only  In¬ 
dian  act  of  the  night,  was  performed  by  a 
group  of  juniors.  It  was  a  lively  dance  to  a 
love  song  taken  from  the  Bollywood  film 


with  the  same  name.  The  most  notable 
performances  of  the  night,  however,  were 
“Forever  a  Problem” 
and  “’o6  Unleashed.” 
As  described  by 
Thu  Nguyen  (I), 
“Forever”  the  per¬ 
formance  “was  so 
hilarious.  The  skit 
kind  of  brought 
back  memories  of 
our  parents  watch¬ 
ing  those  types  of 
old  Chinese  movies 
with  a  modern  twist 
with  the  ping-pong. 
It  was  great!”  The 
last  performance,  a 
showcase  of  12  tal¬ 
ented  seniors,  end¬ 
ed  the  show  with  a 
bang:  a  proud  display  of  “Class  of  2006” 
signs  and  “oh-  six”  chants. 

A.S.I.A.,  a  student  organization 
founded  in  1996,  currently  consists  of 
279  students  coming  from  various  ethnic 
backgrounds.  In  order  for  Asian  Night  to 
be  successful,  the  effort  and  dedication 
of  officers,  members,  volunteers,  and 
faculty  played  a  key  role.  The  hard  work 
of  president  Jenney  Szeto  (I)  and  others 
have  surely  paid  off.  The  success  of  the 
show  and  the  dinner  can  be  seen  through 
the  size  of  the  audience.  Future  officers, 
take  note  because  you  have  a  tough  act 
to  follow  next  year! 


-ruKCVtK  A  CKUBLEM  "  PREPARING 


By  Elizabeth  Jager,  HI 

Staff  Writer 


You  may  think  of  the  Isabella 
Stewart  Gardner  Museum  as  a  musty  art 
museum,  a  place  where  most  of  us  here  at 
Boston  Latin  School  have  been,  whether 
for  a  project,  class  trip,  or  just  to  look 
around.  It  also  happens  to  be  the  location 
of  one  of  the  most  infamous  museum  mys¬ 
teries,  included  in  the  FBI’s  “Top  Ten  Art 
Crimes.”  In  1990,  two  armed  men  broke 
into  the  museum  and  stole  13  paintings, 
which  had  an  estimated  value  of  300  mil¬ 
lion  dollars.  Some  of  the  museum’s  most 
famous  paintings — including  Vermeer’s 
The  Concert-,  Rembrandt’s  A  Lady  and 
Gentleman  in  Black,  The  Storm  on  th'e  Sea  of 

\GaUke^■^ia\tSilfrPmrai■t.^m'^^cle^‘^'Cliez 
Tortoni — ivere  ■  9tolenj'jnsprring''the''  -'new 


Stolen  Is  A  Work  of  Art 


documentary  Stolen. 

Directed  by  Rebecca  Dreyfus, 
the  film  follows  Dreyfus  herself  in  her 
attempt  to  crack 
the  case.  She  calls 
upon  Harold  Smith, 
a  gangly  75-year- 
old  art  “detective.” 

Dressed  in  mostly 
dark,  oppressing 
outfits  and  sporting 
an  eye-patch.  Smith 
himself  is  quite  an 
individual.  For  near 
ly  half  a  century  he 
has  been  searching 
the  world  for  missing  valuables,  and  the 
case  of  the  Gardner  Museum  has 
-hfffi'hof'bhly  wilth  fiilse  leads  and  nopes, 
'b'Ut  'idso'  Mth  iWdltiple''de:itl  fcn4'’alid 


empty  trails. 

The  questions  asked  by  most  people 
are  how  the  thieves  managed  to  imper 
A  B  sonate  police 

£  #  officers,  tie  up 


courtyardgarde?^^iegaSner 


security  guards 
(who  outnum¬ 
bered  them), 
and  steal  the 
13  paintings, 
Icatching  the 
museum  with 
'its  guard  com¬ 
pletely  down. 
This  film  offers 
some  explana 


tions,  for  example,  with  complicated 


As  Smith  travels  back  and  forth 
between  the  United  States  and  England, 
the  film  details  the  fife  of  Isabella  Gard¬ 
ner.  He  reads  letters  exchanged  between 
her  and  Bernard  Berenson,  who  helped 
her  amass  the  treasures.  Surprisingly,  the 
letters  even  implies  that  Gardner  herself 
was  not  above  smuggling,  as  she  suggests 
to  Berenson  that  he  “borrow”  a  painting 
from  Italy  and  give  it  to  her. 

A  chilling  atmosphere,  combined 
with  a  story  that  has  forever  perplexed  art 
historians,  law  enforcement  officials,  and 
civihans  alike.  Stolen  makes  for  an  enthrall¬ 
ing  narrative  without  even  involving  itself 
with  crazy  Christian  albino  monks.  The 
framed  empty  spaces,  where  the  paintings 

serve  as, aqip^qttjing^giqijvder 

of  what  needs. .tq,  be  .return^-— 
tragic  exhibit. 
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E3:  NintendORLY?'? 


By  Alvin  Phu,  II 

Staff  Writer 


So  you  may  be  wondering,  “What 
has  Nintendo  got  for  us  in  the  future?” 
or  “What  has  Sony  cooked  up  for  us  this 
time?”  For  these  questions  and  more, 
there  is  E3,  or  the  Electronic  Entertain¬ 
ment  Expo,  hosted  armually  in  Los  An¬ 
geles,  California.  E3  is  the  world’s  largest 
tradeshow  for  the  computer  and  video 
game  industry  The  weeldong  video  game 
extravaganza  is  a  chance  for  the  giants 
of  the  business  to  reveal  their  upcoming 
games  and  game-related  hardware.  The 
attendees  and  guests  vary  from  game  de¬ 
signer  legends,  such  as  Hideo  Kojima  of 
Metal  Gear  Solid  fame  and  Shigeru  Miya¬ 
moto,  Nintendo’s  lead  game  designer,  to 
web  comic  authors  such  as  Jerry  Holkins 
and  Mike  Krahulik  from  Penny  Arcade,  all 
the  way  to  mainstream  celebrities  such 
as  Robin  Williams  and  Steven  Spielberg. 
Despite  all  of  the  features  that  E3  usually 


offers,  however,  this  year’s  E3  was  espe¬ 
cially  interesting.  This  year’s  E3  focused 
on  the  upcoming  releases  of  the  Playsta¬ 
tion  3  and  Nin¬ 
tendo’s  newest 
console.  Rumors 
circulated  before 
the  press  confer 
ences  regarding 
game  lineups, 
guests,  and  re¬ 
lease  dates.  Each 
major  compa¬ 
ny — Microsoft, 

Sony,  and  Nin¬ 
tendo — had  its 
own  press  con¬ 
ferences  during 
the  show  to  reveal  its  latest  secrets  and 
announcements. 

Sony,  of  course,  focused  on  the  up¬ 
coming  release  of  its  Playstation  3.  Dur 
ing  the  past  year,  Sony  had  taken  a  lot 
of  heat  regarding  the  controller  they  dis¬ 


played  during  last  year’s  E3 — which  was 
like  the  old  PSz  controller,  only  curved 
like  a  boomerang — forcing  them  to  re¬ 
tool  their  lat¬ 
est  controller 
prototype  for 
the  PS3.  What 
is  surprising 
about  the  new 
controller  is 
that  it  looks 
exactly  the 
same  as  the 
iOld  Playsta- 
^  tion  control- 
^lers.  Although 
the  control¬ 
ler  now  lacks 
motion  vibration,  it  also  now  sports  a  ro¬ 
tation  sensor  and  connects  wirelessly  to 
the  PS3.  Along  with  this  announcement, 
Sony  also  revealed  the  pricing  and  game 
lineup  for  the  PS3.  Trailers  that  felt  the¬ 
atrical  in  style  were  shown  for  its  antici¬ 


pated  games.  Final  Fantasy  XIII,  God  of 
War  2,  and  Metal  Gear  Solid  4:  Guns  of  the 
Patriots.  What  is  not  so  pretty,  however, 
is  the  price  of  $499  for  a  PS3  Jr.  or  $599 
for  a  complete  system,  both  of  which 
are  to  be  released  this  November.  The 
$599  pack  includes  a  60GB  hard  drive 
and  several  other  additions  such  as  Wi-Fi 
connectivity  and  extra  ports.  Despite  its 
huge  price  tag,  with  a  huge  supply  of  af¬ 
fluent  early  adopters,  the  PS3  looks  like  a 
heavy  competitor  in  the  console  market. 

The  next  day,  Nintendo  stole  the 
show  with  its  own  console  and  game 
lineup.  Among  their  announcements 
was  the  unveiling  of  their  latest  console, 
originally  code-named  the  Revolution, 
now  retitled  the  Nintendo  Wii.  This  an¬ 
nouncement  caused  an  especially  large 
stir  among  gamers  because  of  the  highly 
unorthodox  and  original  name.  Negating 
their  complaints,  the  console  packs  a 
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Delicious  Fishes  and  More 


By  Amy  Zeng,  II 

CoFT  Edttixg  Associate 


JP  Seafood  Cafe — it’s  where  fish 
meets  coffee.  Just  kidding.  In  actuality,  it’s 
one  of  the  few  Japanese/Korean  restau¬ 
rants  in  Jamaica  Plain.  I  had  always  wanted 
to  see  what  this  restaurant  was  like.  Pass¬ 
ing  by  every  so  often,  I  saw  the  restaurant 
glittering  in  the  night.  It  is  dim  with  an 
intimate  atmosphere  and  there  is  usually 
a  wait  for  a  table.  Since  I  didn’t  have  time 
in  the  evening,  I  went  for  lunch. 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  the  restau¬ 
rant  was  quiet,  but  started  to  fill  with 
locals  as  lunch  hour  came.  The  restaurant 
is  small  with  a  contemporary  feel;  the 
only  clues  that  it  featured  Asian  cuisine 
were  the  randomly  placed  masks  and  the 
sushi  bar  on  the  right  near  the  door.  The 
tables  are  set  close  together — not  exactly 
spacious,  but  intimate  and  perfect  for  a 
first  date. 

When  it  is  finally  time  to  order, 
there  is  something  for  everyone.  Although 
it  focuses  primarily  on  diimer,  the  restau¬ 
rant  has  a  separate  lunch  menu  with  rice 
plates,  obento  [lunch]  boxes,  and  specials, 
which  are  served  with  miso  soup,  ranging 


)P  SEAFOOD:  LOOKS  GOOD  EVEN  FROM  THE  OUTSIDE 


from  noodles  to  sushi  or  sashimi  lunches. 
The  dinner  menu,  on  the  other  hand,  of¬ 
fers  stir  fry,  teriyaki,  tempura,  bibunbop 
(rice  plates  flavored  with  Korean  chili 
paste),  hot  pot,  and, 
of  course,  sushi.  To  de¬ 
bunk  the  stereotype 
that  it  is  only  a  Japa¬ 
nese  restaurant,  nei¬ 
ther  the  lunch  nor  the 
dinner  menu  is  limited 
to  just  fish,  but  both 
also  include  pork,  beef, 
shrimp,  chicken  and 
vegetarian  options. 

As  for  appetizers, 
a  traditional  selection 
of  soups  and  salads  is  of¬ 
fered.  Dumplings,  deep- 
fried  tofu,  mussels,  and 
skewered  teriyaki  are 
tempting  choices.  My 
pick  was  miso  soup  and 
the  seaweed  salad.  The 


my  taste.  It  was  at  room  temperature  and 
lacked  that  slight  crunch,  which  prompted 
me  to  question  its  freshness. 

Since  it  was  an  important  part  of 

Sot" 


sample  of  different  maki  and  sashimi), 
and  a  chef’s  special — rthe  Shocking  Maki. 
I  was  excited  to  see  the  array  of  goodies 
when  mv  colorful  obento  arrived.  Yet  the 
main  item  of  the  lunch  box  was 
a  letdown;  the  bite-size  pieces 
of  chicken  teriyaki  were  not 
tender  and  the  sauce  was  on 
the  watery  side.  The  fried  white 
fish  proved  to  be  slightly  soggy 
and  bland.  The  remainder  of 
the  obento,  however,  was  more 
satisfying.  My  favorite  was  the 
vegetable  korokke,  crisp  on  the 
outside,  and  soft  inside;  it  was 
filled  with  a  puree  of  potatoes 
with  bits  of  carrot  and  scallions, 
with  a  flavorful  sauce. 

The  sushi  was  a  slightly 
'better  show  The  tima  rolls  and 
sashimi  were  nothing  to  rave 
■about,  tasting  like  they  had 
een  refrigerated  overnight. 
On  the  waitress’s  recommen- 


soup  arrived  warm  and  the  mildly  salty 
flavor  was  perfect.  The  salad  was  light 
and  the  amotmt  of  vinegar  and  sesame  oil 
was  just  right,  as  neither  was  overbearing. 
The  seaweed  itself,  however,  was  not  to 


lunch,  I  wanted  to  sample  of  a  bit  of  ev¬ 
erything.  My  picks  again  were  the  Chicken 
Teriyaki  Obento  Box  (a  tray  filled  with  sal¬ 
ad,  rice,  avokyu  maki,  vegetable  korokke 
and  fried  white  fish),  the  Sushi  Lunch  (a 


dation  of  the  Shocking  Alaki  (minced  tuna 
and  cuctunber  sushi  with  spicy  mayo), 

Delicious  Fishes 
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It's  a  Good  Story 


By  Alina  Voronov,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Ned  Vizzini’s  It’s  Kind  of  a  Funny 
Story  focuses  on  a  depressed  high  school 
student  who  sees  no  purpose  in  life  but 
only  a  constant  need  to  prepare  for  tests, 
earn  high  marks  that  he  himself  deems 
horrible,  and  outrun  the  competition  at 
his  selective,  exam-driven  high  school. 
This  is  not,  however,  a  typical  Boston 
Latin  School  student.  Craig  GUner,  the 
protagonist,  is  also  pressured  by  New 
York  City’s  fast-paced,  cutthroat  atmo¬ 
sphere,  as  well  as  by  his  friend’s  growing 
drug  addictions  and  diflScuIt  attitudes. 

Any  normal  teenager  would  crack 
under  such  a  heavy  list  of  pressures.  Gil- 
ner  is,  in  that  sense,  a  normal  teenager. 
Unlike  the  average  Boston  Latin  student, 
however,  he  considers  suicide  a  suitable 
solution  to  his  problems.  After  calling  the 
Suicide  Hotline  for  help,  the  hero  winds 
up  in  a  psychiatric  hospital  with  adults 
who  are  far  more  insane  than  he  is.  Gilner 
soon  makes  fnends  with  his  inmates,  most 
of  whom  are  oddly  perceptive.  In  time, 
he  develops  relationships  with  several, 
zany  characters,  all  of  whom  encourage 
him  to  reflect  often,  and  even  to  chan¬ 


nel  his  childhood  memories.  The  reader, 
meanwhile,  amuses  himself  with  a  wide 
range  of  character 
antics,  from  those 
of  methamphet- 
amine  addicts  to 
those  of  cane-tout¬ 
ing  grandmothers. 

Vizzini  has 
more  up  his  sleeve, 
of  course.  Once 
a  mental  patient 
himself,  the  author 
hopes  to  achieve 
more  lofty  goals 
with  this  novel, 
namely  to  show 
teenagers  that  it 
is  perfectly  ac¬ 
ceptable,  and  even 
common,  to  be  de¬ 
pressed.  He  sug¬ 
gests  these  solu¬ 
tions:  think  less  and  live  more,  spend  time 
enjoying  every  bit  of  life,  don’t  dwell  on 
details,  and  ride  a  bike.  “Live  for  real,” 
he  advises.  This  is  no  doubt  good  advice 
for  the  intended  audience,  teenagers  'wtu> 
themselves  must  face  challenges  such  as 
school,  difficult  friends,  and,  even  in  some 


cases,  drugs.  One  has  to  wonder,  however, 
whether  such  an  obvious  lesson  could 
have  been  presented  in 
a  more  realistic  setting. 
After  all,  most  children 
do  not  check  themselves 
into  a  ward.  While  read¬ 
ers  may  have  a  tough 
time  believing  that  such 
a  young  boy  could  come 
up  with  a  responsible 
solution  as  quickly  as 
Gilner  does,  they  might 
ultimately  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  study 
in  contrasts  is  effec¬ 
tive  for  such  a  story  By 
showing  readers  an  ex¬ 
treme  situation,  in  fact, 
Vizzini  helps  them  to 
|laugh  at  the  oddities  of 
I  life  and  finally  to  realize 
that  sometimes,  one  has 
to  leave  one’s  own  world  in  order  to 
fit  oneself  more  securely  into  the  puzzle 
of  life.  Sometimes  a  simple  vacation  will 
do  the  trick.  That  would  not  necessarily 
have. allowed  the  novel  to  earn  acclaim, 
quickly,  however.'.'. .  '  >  ■  ■ 

Vizzini  does  a  fine  job  of  capturing 


a  typical  ly-year-old’s  thoughts,  complete 
with  all  the  slang  and  short  sentences  of 
that  transitional  age.  He  writes  effec¬ 
tively,  though,  making  the  novel  a  fairly 
quick  read.  The  odd  melange  of  charac¬ 
ters  alone  keeps  the  reader’s  nose  firmly 
affixed  to  the  page.  Vizzmi  handles  the 
numerous  drug  references  and  copious 
explicit  scenes  well,  not  necessarily  by 
making  them  palatable,  but  at  least  by 
keeping  them  in  line  with  the  thoughts  of 
a  teenager.  He  also  allows  readers  to  hear 
the  voices  in  Gflner’s  own  head,  which 
come  in  the  form  of  a  drill  sergeant’s 
conversation  with  his  soldier.  That  added 
element  allows  readers  to  gain  more 
insight  into  Gilner’s  character,  amplify¬ 
ing  Gilner’s  tough  treatment  of  himself. 
What  Vizzini  does  best,  however,  is  pres¬ 
ent  a  unique  and  special  world  that  draws 
the  reader  in.  Vizzini  really  reels  in  the 
line  when  he  highlights  Gilner’s  original 
thoughts  about  his  depression  and  his 
precocious  childhood. 

It’s  Kind  of  a  Funny  Story  is  a  good 
story,  and  if  Vizzini  had  not  marred  the 
ending  with  a  sudden  avalanche  of  cliches 
■thatvifoitld  have  made  Ovid’s  polysyndet¬ 
ons  jealous,  it  would  have  been  better  for 
many  a  reader. 
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BLS's  Own  High  School  Musical 


By  Patricia  Giunta,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


The  last  time  Boston  Latin  School 
played  host  to  a  musical  was  a  production 
of  Little  Shop  of  Horrors  so  long  ago  that 
the  majority  of  students  and  teachers 
never  knew  it  existed  or  cannot  clearly 
remember  the  details.  For  this  reason, 
it  seems  that  any  new  production  of  a 
musical  would  be  the  talk  of  the  school, 
an  event  towards  which  students  and 
teachers  alike  would  be  counting  down 
the  days.  But  bring  up  the  topic  to  any 
random  group  of  students,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  reaction  is  one  of  ignorance  to  Ms. 
Christa  Crewdson’s  and  Mr.  Christopher 
Charig’s  new  endeavor,  A  Funny  Thing 
Happened  on  the  Way  to  the  Forum. 

The  production,  set  to  open  in  late 
June,  is  a  long-overdue  collaboration 
between  the  music  and  theatre  depart¬ 
ments  at  Boston  Latin.  Although  the 
concept  is  new  to  the  school,  it  is  not  the 
first  time  Mr.  Charig  and  Ms.  Crewdson, 
respective  heads  of  the  vocal  and  drama 
departments,  have  worked  together  on 
a  musical  production.  Last  summer, 
the  two  cooperated  on  a  production  of 
Bat  Boy:  The  Musical,  and  ever  since,  the 
idea  of  bringing  musical  theatre  to  Latin 
School  has  been  a  shared  goal.  According 


to  Mr.  Charig,  in  a  school  where  music 
and  theatre  are  such  strong  departments, 
a  musical  “just  makes  sense.”  And  it  does; 
with  members 
of  both  pro¬ 
grams  win¬ 
ning  citywide 
and  statewide 
awards  and 
competitions 
every  year,  a 
joint  project  be¬ 
tween  the  two 
talented  groups 
is  bound  to  pro¬ 
duce  amazing 
results. 

A  Funny 
Thing  Happened 
is  a  Tony  win¬ 
ner,  although  it 
is  one  of  the  lesser  known  of  the  “Best 
Musical”  champions.  The  musical,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Stephen  Sondheim,  details  the 
story  of  a  slave  named  Pseudolus  and  his 
master  Hero.  Hero,  having  fallen  in  love 
with  Philia,  a  girl  who  lives  in  the  cour¬ 
tesan  dealer’s  house  next  door,  agrees  to 
free  Pseudolus  if  the  latter  can  get  him 
the  girl.  It  is  set  in  ancient  Rome,  but  it 
has  a  modern  and  humorous  twist,  true 
to  the  “contemporary  classical”  tradition 


of  Boston  Latin  School.  This  simple  fact 
is  one  reason  for  the  choice  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  musical,  along  with  the  logistics 
of  producing  it. 
In  addition,  Mr. 
Charig  believes 
that  this  musi¬ 
cal  has  the  right 
characters  and 
difficulty  level 
to  best  show¬ 
case  the  talent 
and  ability  of  all 
the  participants, 
whether  they  be 
actors,  dancers, 
singers,  or  musi¬ 
cians. 

Although 
it  is,  in  the  words 
of  Mr.  Charig, 
an  entertaining  and  “hilariously  funny” 
musical  for  the  audience,  it  also  lends 
good  experience  to  all  the  people  in¬ 
volved.  A  musical,  which  “forces  you 
to  conglomerate  talents,”  is  a  good  way 
to  show  traditional  actors  that  there  is 
musical  literature  that  plays  a  large  role 
in  all  theatre.  Furthermore,  the  music 
in  this  production  is  difficult  enough  to 
be  a  challenge  for  the  singers  and  musi¬ 
cians  and  promote  improvement,  without 


distracting  from  everything  else  going  on 
onstage,  such  as  the  dancing  and  acting. 

The  production  of  the  musical, 
which  only  began  towards  the  end  of 
April,  is  progressing  well.  The  simple 
stage  setup  of  the  play  leaves  room  for 
the  actors  and  singers  to  excel,  which 
all  of  them  do  to  an  outstanding  degree, 
and  Sondheim’s  demanding  songs  sound 
easy  when  performed  by  an  orchestra  of 
the  school’s  brightest  musicians  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Ryan  Snyder.  The 
music  is  addicting,  especially  the  infec¬ 
tious  “Comedy  Tonight”  and  “Pretty 
Little  Picture,”  which  are  sure  to  have 
you  humming  along  by  the  end  of  the 
pieces.  But  perhaps  the  most  appealing 
quality  of  this  musical  is  the  cast,  ranging 
from  rising  sixies  to  the  seasoned  senior 
veterans  of  drama,  who  all  bring  out  the 
most  exciting  and  amusing  parts  of  the 
musical  with  their  exceptional  acting. 
Surprisingly,  the  lead  role  of  Pseudolus 
is  being  played  by  an  eighth-grader, 
Tadesh  Inagaki  (V),  whose  incredible 
acting  promises  to  make  this  show,  the 
first  of  a  number  of  productions  that  Mr. 
Charig  and  Ms.  Crewdson  hope  to  put 
on  at  Boston  Latin,  unforgettable  for 
everyone  who  attends.  The  musical  will 
be  performed  June  22  through  June  25  in 
the  Black  Box  Theatre. 


Yes,  Virginia,  The  Dolls  Can  Still  Rock 


By  Anneke  Schwob,  I 

Forum  Editor 

These  days,  it  seems  that  every  new 
band  that  started  with  such  a  big  bang  as 
the  Boston-based  Dresden  Dolls  is  falling 
prey  to  the  dreaded  “sophomore  slump” — 
a  record  that  is  flat,  boring,  and  cliche:  in 
other  words,  disappointing.  Dolls  fans, 
fear  not;  Tes,  Virginia,  the  punkrcabaret 
duo’s  second  effort,  is  just  as  engaging  as 
its  eponymous  first  album. 

For  those  who  loved  the  clever 
melodies  and  lead  singer  Amanda  Palmer’s 
darkly  witty  lyrics  in  The  Dresden  Dolls,  Tes, 
Virpnia  is  more  of  the  same.  It  could  be 
argued,  not  without  some  accuracy,  that 
the  Dresden  Dolls’  music  is  necessarily 
somewhat  limited  in  its  scope.  After  all, 
there  are  only  so  many  places  you  can  go 
with  punkrflavored  piano  chords  and  a 
drum,  no  matter  how  talented  the  musi¬ 
cians  themselves  are  (as  both  Palmer  and 
drummer  Brian  Vighone  are  monstrously 
talented).  It  is  true  that  Tes,  Virginia  is  not 
anywhere  near  as  innovative  as  The  Dres¬ 
den  Dolls  was.  With  their  musical  medium 
of  choice  no  longer  so  shocking,  the  Dolls 
must  rely  on  their  music  to  capture  and 
hold  their  audience’s  attention.  In  Vir- 
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huge  punch  with  its  innovative  motion- 

sensitive  controller.  The  highly  accessible 
controller  system  is  made  up  of  a  remote¬ 
shaped  basic  controller,  with  buttons 
reminiscent  of  Nintendo’s  original  NFS 
system,  and  a  port  where  an  optional  pe¬ 
ripheral  is  attached.  An  ergonomically 
designed  attachment  with  a  control  stick 
and  two  triggers  will  be  packed  with  the 
system.  Even  with  all  these  oddities, 
the  controller  is  used  in  very  iimovative 
ways,  from  playing  the  drums  using  the 
two  controller  parts,  to  swinging  a  sword 
by  swinging  the  controller  itself  Among 
the  game  lineup  are  several  predictable 
blockbusters  such  as  The  Legend  of  Zelda: 
ThelwiHght  Pfwcess  and  Super  Smash  Bros:,:'. 
which,  was  an  eicciting  ahnouneeT  .! 


ginia,  the  Dolls  compensate  for  the  lack 
of  novelty  by  imbuing  the  album  with  the 
same  infectious  ener^  that  makes  their 
live  shows  fun.  This  lively  atmosphere  is 
only  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  several 
of  the  songs  on  the  CD,  such  as  the 
angry  “Backstabber”  and  the  blackly 
humorous  “Mandy  Goes  to  Med 
School,”  are  mainstays  of  the  Dolls’ 
concert  repertoire. 

This  comparison  to  the  Dolls’ 
live  performances  is  upheld  by  the 
fact  that  Tes,  Vir^nia  feels  much  less 
processed  than  their  first  album  did. 
Although  the  actual  sound  of  the 
album  is  a  far  cry  from  the  sound  of 
the  Dolls  in  concert— where  Palmer’s 
voice  is  frequently  swallowed  up  by 
her  ovenenthusiastic  key-bashing  and 
Vighone’s  frantic  drumming — Tes,  Vir- 
ffnia  has  been  stripped  of  much  of  the 
sound-mbdng  and  background  synth 
that  marked  The  Dresden  Dolls.  This 
is  a  marked  reversal  of  many  bands’ 
musical  progression,  wherein  they  record 
an  album  and  then  discover  that  the 
synthesizer  is  their  new  best  friend,  thus 
turning  every  future  CD  into  a  cacophony 
of  digital  noise. 

The  Dresden  Dolls’  trend  toward 

ment  in  itself  with  the  welcome  addition 
of  Solid  Snake  from  the  Metal  Gear  series 
to  its  playable  character  roster.  Thanks 
to  the  recently  announced  price  of  $250, 
there  will  probably  be  many  gamers  lin¬ 
ing  up  to  buy  a  Nintendo  Wii  to  supple¬ 
ment  their  XBox  or  Playstation. 

Among  the  other  noteworthy 
events  were  game  announcements  from 
many  leading  companies,  such  as  a  teaser 
trailer  for  Bungle’s  Halo  j  for  the  XBox 
360.  There  just  is  not  enough  time  (and 
space),  however,  to  talk  about  them  aU. 
The  weeklong  exposition  has  already 
generated  enough  news  and  discussion  to 
last  for  months,  or  at  least  until  the  rest 
of  the  next-gen  consoles  arrive.  More 
information  about  E3  can  be  found  at 
:wwwgainespot.comye3-nr  the  official  £3 
'website  atwww.e3xp0.com.'  •  •  >  ,^1,. 


simplicity  is  something  of  a  mixed  bag. 
On  the  one  hand,  the  clean  feel  of  the 
songs  allows  Palmer  to  showcase  her 
prodigious  talent  as  a  wordsmith.  Every 


Bii^rtsDtn  Doiis 


song  is  a  carefully  crafted  delight  of 
verbal  wit — particularly  notable  are  the 
songs  “Sex  Changes,”  “Mrs.  O,”  and  the 
aforementioned  “Mandy  Goes  to  Med 
School” — in  which  Palmer  lets  her  pen 
run  wild  with  dark  imagery  In  “Alandy 


Goes  to  Med  School,”  she  imagines  her 
self  as  a  provider  of  backralley  abortions. 
The  lyrics  are  simultaneously  shocking 
and  amusing:  one  gets  a  feeling  that  one 
should  not  be  enjoying  the  song,  but 
one  does  anyway.  The  simplicity  also 
allows  Palmer  to  exercise  her  vocal 
chops:  her  deep,  husky  voice  is  much 
better  suited  to  the  songs  on  Tes, 
Virginia  than  it  was  to  the  songs  on 
the  more  experimental  The  Dresden 
Dolls,  which  occasionally  required 
Palmer  to  stretch  herself  beyond 
her  vocal  range.  Here,  her  voice  is 
appropriate  and  in  fact  quite  lovely. 
However,  the  album  is  also  somewhat 
monotonous  and  many  of  the  songs 
tend  to  blend  into  each  other  after 
^  a  while,  as  they  feature  many  of  the 
Is  same  chord  progressions  and  many 
of  Palmer’s  trademark  “oh-oh-oh”s. 
“Sing,”  however,  a  gently  ruminative 
song,  falls  outside  this  pattern  and  is 
a  nice,  melodic  end  to  the  album. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  Tes,  Virginia  will 
not  be  setting  itself  up  as  a  new  milestone 
in  rock  history  It  is,  however,  a  solid  effort 
from  a  perennially  entertaining  band,  and 
one  that  bears  listening  to  and  enjoying, 
even  if  it  is  less  than  revelatory 


Delicious  Fishes 
Continued  from  pagey^ 

it  was  surprisingly  deUcious,  although  it 

looked  carelessly  made.  The  mayonnaise 
brought  together  the  roll,  and  the  tuna 
and  cucumber  harmonized  beautifully. 
One  annoyance  I  discovered  about  the 
sashimi  and  sushi  was  that  the  rice  was 
unusually  sticky,  which  was  not  a  pleasant 
feeling  in  my  mouth. 

There  was  only  one  dessert  listed 
on  the  menu,  which  was  three-piece 
mochi  ice  cream  available  in  chocolate, 
mango,  tiramisu,  and  green  tea.  Mochi,  I 
found,  was  flavored  ice  cream  enveloped 
in  a  complementary  flavored  gummy-like 
substance.  It  was  an  amusing  and  very 
tasty  experience.  This  was  definitely  the 
ffiighJightQfmymeal.-.'.’'  I,','.'  ,  '.•■i.' 

>>■  The  portions  for  the.  most  part,  ■ 


however,  were  small  and  not  reconunend- 
e4  for  those  who  have  huge  appetites.  It 
is  better  to  order  an  array  of  things  and 
share  with  a  friend.  My  waitress.  Heather, 
was  friendly,  fively  and  conversational. 
My  glasses  of  water  were  never  empty 
for  long,  and  empty  plates  were  cleared 
soon  after  I  had  finished.  Considering 
all  the  factors,  the  restaurant  is  slightly 
overpriced  with  appetizers  ranging  from 
about  $3  to  $9,  noodles/hot  pot  from  $8 
to  $16,  sushi  a  la  carte  from  $3  to  $12,  and 
sushi  combos  from  $14  to  $80.  Go  for 
limch.  The  best  bargains  are  the  obento 
lunch  boxes  at  $8  to  $9,  which  come  in 
beef,  tempura,  fried  fish,  salmon,  and 
sashimi. 

JP  Seafood  Cafe  is  located  at  730 
Centre  St.  Jamaica  Plain  and  is  accessible  ■ 
by  taking  the  39  bus  route. 
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Boys'  Volleyball  Wins  DCL  Title 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Ron  Bovver,  I 

Stao  Writer 


This  season  has  been  the  best  the 
Boston  Latin  School  boys’  volleyball 
team  has  ever  had.  Going  14-2,  and  10- 
o  in  the  Dual  County  League  (DCL), 
BLo  achieved  sole  possession  of  the 
DCL  title  with  a  win  against  Newton 
South  on  May  16,  and  the  following 
day  became  the  first  Latin  team  ever  to 
go  undefeated  in  league  competition. 
The  team’s  supreme  play  joined  with 
amazing  fan  support  has  won  Boston 
Latin  the  second  spot  in  the  Division 
I  North  Bracket.  The  boys  need  to 
win  three  matches  in  order  to  win  the 
bracket  and  make  it  to  the  final  four 
of  the  state  tournament.  Their  first 
match  against  the  Haverhill  Hillies  on 
May  30  produced  a  razor  close  3  sets 
to  2  victory. 

DCL  All-Star  Philip  Chan  (I) 
and  league  MVP  Gordon  Hoang  (I) 
captain  this  year’s  squad  and  share  the 
All-Star  honors  with  three  other  team¬ 
mates:  Daniel  Chiu  (I),  Alan  Mui  (H), 
and  Sean  Rabe  (II).  The  other  starter 


on  this  year’s  team  is  Arnold  But 
(I).  Arnold’s  position  as  setter  could 
not  have  been  more  evident  than  in 
his  play  against  Newton  South.  Said 
head  coach  Huy  Pham,  “Arnold’s  play 
doesn't  get  as  noticed  as  our  other 
players',  but  he  is  one  of  the  league’s 
best  setters,  and  is  always  helping  on 
defense.”  Rabe  towers  over  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  his  teammates  and  is  most 
effective  in  the  middle  of  the  court 
as  is  his  All-Star  counterpart  Chiu. 
The  captains  are  the  team’s  hitters 
with  Hoang  taking  the  right  side  and 
Chan  the  left. 

The  team's  determination, 
stamina,  and  unity  appear  to  be  its 
strongest  points.  Boston  Latin  won 
all  three  sets  in  its  match  against 
Newton  South,  but  the  play  was 
not  as  easy  as  it  sounds.  The  first 
match  was  won  by  a  narrow  margin 
and  Latin  fell  far  behind  early  in  the 
second  set.  But,  with  the  frustration 
obvious,  the  players  began  to  throw 
one  another  looks  to  pick  up  the  play. 
They  pulled  back  and  won  the  set.  In 
the  third  set  Latin  had  much  more  to 


BOBBY  LEE  (I)  PRACTICES  A  SET 


give  and  plowed  through  their  tired 
opponents. 

The  Wolfpack’s  depth  has  been 
important  to  its  success  this  season 


—  Henry  Cheung  (I)  and  Alan  Tse 
(I)  are  the  team’s  first  players  off  the 
bench  when  substitutions  are  neces¬ 
sary.  Coach  Pham  sees  his  second  team 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  squad’s  suc¬ 
cess:  “The  second  team  is  extremely 
important,  as  they  have  pushed  the 
starters  beyond  their  limits  this  sea¬ 
son.”  The  seventh-man  have  done  their 
fair  share  of  assistance  at  home  games, 
and  the  student  body  has  also  shown 
its  support;  the  fans  rock  the  house  at 
every  game. 

There  is  not  much  the  ’Pack 
needs  to  improve  on  at  this  point.  Af¬ 
ter  their  success  in  the  match  against 
Haverhill,  a  semi-final  clash  is  now  set 
against  Methuen.  Look  out  also  for  this 
year’s  number  one  seed,  St.John’s  Prep, 
who  will  be  especially  dangerous  and  is 
likely  to  be  in  the  final.  The  Wolfpack 
has  strong  expectations  of  itself.  This 
year’s  seniors  have  worked  hard  and 
would  like  to  regain  the  state  title  won 
previously  in  2004.  Count  on  them  to 
make  a  strong  push  for  the  hardware 
and  continue  the  tradition  of  volleyball 
excellence  here  at  the  school. 


Outdoor  Track  Overcomes  Adversity 


By  Ryan  B.anci,  II 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER 


Despite  the  adversity  it  faced, 
the  Boston  Latin  School  outdoor  track 
team  has  conducted  a  solid  season,  a 
campaign  the  graduating  seniors  will 
not  soon  forget.  Girls’  sprinter  captain 
Aliia  Qatarneh  (I)  says,  “I  am  sad  that 
it’s  almost  the  end,  which  means  it’s 
the  conclusion  of  my  track  career  at 
BLS.  But  we  are  still  going  strong  and 
I  know  that  it  will  end  on  a  very  high 
note.” 

A  season  filled  with  its  share  of 
problems  was  sparked  when  the  team 
lost  Coach  Denise  Pritchard  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year,  but  her 
role  was  effectively  filled  by  Coach 
Meagher.  The  coaches  have  done  well 
to  prepare  the  team  for  meets,  having 


two-hour  practices  every  school  day. 
Most  members  say  it’s  hard  work  and 
the  results  have  shown  on  the  track  and 
field,  as  the  team  has  been  competitive 
for  every  meet.  Boys’  sprinter  and  field 
captain  Casey  Yuen  (HI)  says  “Track 
is  not  a  joke  and  anyone  who  says  so 
should  try  it  out  for  themselves.”  The 
hoys’  squad  suffered  from  a  simple 

lack  of  members  but  still  managed  to 
put  together  a  decent  team.  There  has 
also  been  a  number  of  rainy  days  which 
has  affected  the  season  negatively  and 
key  injuries  including  those  of  Bilal 
Ahmed  (II)  and  Brendan  Lundy  (II). 
These  setbacks  have  hindered  the 
squad  from  making  a  larger  impact. 
Even  with  these  problems  the  track 
team  has  endured  and  is  finishing  the 
season  as  strongly  as  possible. 

Gradually  increasing  in  the  track 


standings,  this  group  has  passed  most 
expectations.  The  senior  trackies  are 
proud  of  their  team  and  they  know  they 
are  leaving  this  young  contingent  in 
good  hands,  with  Casey  Yuen  (III)  and 
Caroline  O’Loughlin  (II)  most  likely 
returning  next  year.  Yuen,  the  young¬ 
est  current  captain,  is  an  extremely 
talented  motivator  and  an  essential 
part  of  the  team.  He  contributes  to  the 
success  of  the  squad  with  his  skills  on 
the  field  and  his  personality  off  of  it, 
his  role  comparable  to  that  of  Kevin 
Millar  with  the  2004  Red  Sox.  Yuen 
keeps  the  clubhouse  loose  and  the  team 
moral  high.  Meanwhile,  O’Loughlin  has 
proven  herself  a  consistent  star  on  the 
track  by  winning  and  placing  in  various 
distance  meets.  Claire  Ruff  has  also 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  girls 
team  by  finishing  strong  in  distance 


races.  For  the  boys,  Robert  Deegan  (I) 
has  performed  well  in  distance  runs. 

Girls’  sprinter  captain  Michele 
Finley  (I)  says  “This  year  the  team  is 
younger,  with  a  lot  of  eighth  graders, 
but  it’ll  be  good  for  when  they  become 
older.”  Look  for  a  number  of  those 
young  guns  to  blossom  into  track  stars 
next  season  like  Chin  Chu  (V).  Even 
though  this  year  is  coming  to  a  forget¬ 
table  end  that  will  fade  in  the  minds 
of  most  students,  it  won’t  fade  in  the 
minds  of  the  graduating  senior  trackies 
of  the  class  of  ‘06,  who  will  end  their 
careers  by  passing  on  the  torch  to  the 
next  generation.  Watch  for  the  raw 
talent  of  BLS  outdoor  track  and  field 
team  to  refine  its  potential  in  order  to 
compete  in  2007  and  to  find  its  place 
among  the  best  track  teams  the  school 
has  ever  produced. 


Boys'  Tennis  Has  New  Coach,  Attitude 


By  Chris  Lafortune,  II 

Staff  Writer 


For  many,  the  higher  temperatures 
and  longer  days  of  springtime  mean  less 
homework  and  the  famous  countdown 
to  summer  vacation.  But  for  a  dedicated 
few,  only  one  thing  comes  to  mind:  tennis, 
tennis,  and  more  tennis. 

Though  a  number  of  the  student 
body  has  gone  about  unaware,  the  boys’ 
tennis  team  has  continuously  lobbed, 
sidestepped,  and  aced  their  way  through 
spring.  Wanting  to  get  a  closer  look  at  a 
team  that  has  gone  relatively  unnoticed, 
and  realizing  that  most  of  my  exposure 
to  the  sport  has  come  from  playing  the 
Mario  Tennis  video  game,  I  sought  to  find 
and  interview  members  of  the  team. 

I  recently  spoke  to  co-captain 
Joshua  Li  (II).  He  had  much  to  say  about 
the  great  improvement  that  the  team  has 
made  in  part  because  of  the  arrival  of  the 
new  coach.  Herb  Chenell.  “He  knows 
what  it  takes  to  win,”  Li  said.  “It’s  not 
only  that  he  has  a  huge  knowledge  of  the 
fundamentals.  It’s  that  he  both  can  and 
does  teach  us  how  to  compete  properly. 
That’s  helped  us  a  lot.”  Chenell’s  training 
and  encouragement  have  played  a  major 
role  in  the  team’s  success  this  year. 

When  asked  to  compare  the  per 


formance  of  the  team  in  past 
years  to  its  current  status, 

Li  replied,  “Well,  you  could 
say  that  in  past  years  our 
team  wasn’t  very  used  to 
competing  for  the  purpose 
of  winning.  We  played  the 
game  for  fun,  but  we  soon 
realized  that  playing  to  win 
was  completely  different.  By 
changing  our  mindset  to  be 
more  competitive,  we  could 
do  more — we  could  actually 
win  more.  Why.?  Because  we 
wanted  it  more.”  And  they  do 
want  it  more. 

Except  for  Doubles, 
the  roster  has  basically  re¬ 
mained  unchanged,  but  what 
has  the  spectators  surprised 
is  the  almost  unthinkable 
improvement  of  the  team’s 
members.  “A  lot  of  the  guys 
have  done  extremely  well. 

Some  of  the  people  who  may 
not  have  seemed  very  good  at 
the  beginning  have  surpassed 
even  some  of  the  better  players.  This  was 
because  they  wanted  to  succeed.  They 
were  hungry  for  improvement,  and  those 
were  the  players  who  got  it,”  said  Li. 

This  team  has  developed  from  a  very 


easily,  and  factors  like  these 
were  what  disconnected  us. 
But  because  we  have  more 
positive  attitudes  this  year, 
because  we’re  more  com¬ 
mitted  to  working  hard 
and  winning,  things  are 
beginning  to  change  for  the 
better.”  Li  went  on  to  de¬ 
scribe  Sam  Strassman  (III) 
as  both  “an  important  part 
of  the  team”  and  a  “com¬ 
mitted  and  hardworking” 
player. 

What  is  the  team 
"looking  forward  to  next 
year?  Only  higher  stan¬ 
dards,  greater  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  team’s  skills, 
and  a  closer  connection 
between  teammates.  “I 
think  if  our  mentality  con¬ 
tinues  to  improve,  we  Vvill 
do  even  better  next  year.” 
The  co-captains  Giancarlo 
Graziani  (II)  and  Li  seem 
to  have  done  a  great  job  at 
keeping  the  majority  of  the  team  deter 
mined  and  focused.  Hopefully,  this  posi¬ 
tive  trend  will  continue,  and  next  year’s 
surprises  will  surpass  what  we  have  seen 
so  far  this  year. 
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loosely  connected  group  of  individuals  to 
a  dedicated  group  of  players  prepared  for 
any  task.  “In  past  years,  we  didn’t  really 
have  much  motivation.  Our  mentality  was 
less  than  perfect.  We  were  often  let  down 
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By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


A  little  bit  of  sunshine — they  will 
take  it.  A  little  bit  of  rain — they  will  take 
that  too.  This  year’s  monstrous  spring 
weather  mixed  with  a  few  rays  of  light 
does  nothing  to  deter  the  girls’  tennis 
team  from  dragging  out  the  basket  of  balls 
for  practice,  or  loading  up  on  a  bus  des¬ 
tined  for  some  distant  and  monotonous 
suburb  equipped  with  their  own  tennis 
facilities.  Through  all  of  the  difficulties  of 
trying  to  cooperate  with  Mother  Nature, 
the  team  has  still  managed  to  put  up  a 
record  of  11-3  and  counting. 

If  you  are  unfamiliar  with  teimis,  it 
is  sort  of  a  hybrid  sport  between  switch 
hitting  batters  who  hit  for  every  at-bat 
and  volleyball;  in  essence,  a  high  level  of 
hand-eye  coordination,  strength,  stamina 
and  accuracy.  A  true  master  of  this  craft, 
the  Boston  Latin  girls’  teimis  team  has 
made  the  Division  I  North  Sectional  play¬ 
offs  every  year  since  the  current  seniors 
were  sbdes  and  even  dating  back  further. 
This  year  is  no  different  as  the  girls  have 
overcome  the  loss  of  two  strong  seniors  to 
pick  up  right  where  they  left  off  in  2006. 


Under  the  leadership  of  the  three  “-ara’s”, 
Tara  Banani  (I),  Lara  Hamad  (I)  and  Kara 
Richie  (II),  the  Wolfpack  is  headed  back 
to  its  personal  stomping 
grounds — the  post-sea¬ 
son — and  is  looking  to 
surpass  last  year’s  road 
block — the  sectional  fi¬ 
nals. 

The  girls’  tennis 
team  is  built  like  a  hard¬ 
cover  book,  with  the  top 
of  the  roster  just  as  strong 
as  the  bottom.  Banani  and 
Richie  are  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  as  domi¬ 
nating  upperclassmen  in 
singles  play.  Hamad  and 
her  young  but  intimidat¬ 
ing  doubles  partner.  Cat 
Conclave  (V),  provide 
the  binding  for  the  book, 
connecting  the  two  gen 
erations  of  players. 


Sandwiched  in  between  the  veterans  and 
the  newcomers  is  Alicia  Williams  (IV), 
who  “is  the  future  of  the  doubles  on  our 

team,”  ac¬ 
cording  to 
Banani. 

The 
action  of 
the  2006 
season  has 
not  been 
without  ex¬ 
citement  on 
the  court. 
The  Wolf- 
pack  beat 
the  Patri¬ 
ots  of  Con- 
cord-Carl- 
isle  for  the 
first  time 
in  two  years 
and  the  duo 

LARA  HAMAD  (1)  HITS  A  VOLLEY _  Hamad 


Fortunately  for  Latin,  the  book 
ends  just  as  well  as  it  begins.  In  the  words 
of  Banani,  “There  are  three  or  four  eighth 
graders  who  are  all  very  strong  players 
that  show  promise  in  the  years  to  come.” 


and  Conclave  continue  to  dominate  in 
weekend  invitational  tournaments.  Also 
present  is  a  theme  that  is  never  lacking  in 
Latin  girls’  sports — team  chemistry — one 
comparable  to  that  of  the  1990s  Chicago 


Bulls,  a  team  that  won  six  championships, 
which  can  put  the  icing  needed  on  a  cake 
to  help  blow  its  opponents  out  of  the 
competition. 

The  girls  are  wrapping  up  the  regu¬ 
lar  season  and  preparing  to  enter  what  is 
now  a  perennial  tradition  for  them:  the 
playoffs.  Although  they  will  be  happy  to 
face,  and  ultimately  defeat,  any  opponent 
that  stands  in  their  way  of  another  state 
championship,  the  Wol^ack  has  its  eyes 
set  on  the  Lions  of  Newton  South.  Their 
pesky  Dual  County  League  rivals  had 
given  them  trouble  for  several  years  until 
they  finally  managed  to  turn  the  tables  in 
the  semi-finals  of  the  Division  I  North 
Sectional  playoffs  last  year. 

Meanwhile,  the  girls  are  looking 
forward  to  handing  down  a  similar  fate 
this  year. 

The  end  of  the  2006  season  will  be 
a  sad  one  for  the  Wolfpack  as  the  dynasty 
of  the  “-ara’s”  -will  finally  be  broken  up, 
yet  it  will  remain  a  team  resilient  enough 
to  fight  off  leaving  seniors  every  year  and 
maintain  the  level  of  success  and  number 
of  state  championships  as  it  has  in  recent 
years,  meaning  nothing  should  really 
change  in  2007. 


Baseball  Weathers  the  Storm 


By  Benny  Rodriguez,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


After  a  hot  start  to  begin  the  season, 
rain  and  injuries  have  plagued  the  WolF 
pack,  dampening  its  hopes  of  a  DCL  title, 
but  the  team  rebounded  in  the  weeks  ahead 
and  snuck  into  the  playoffs  with  a  solid 
11-9  mark.  The  team  undertook  a  flood 
of  games  in  order  to  finish  the  season  on 
time  in  the  upcoming  weeks,  playing  eight 
games  in  seven  days.  This  took  a  toll  on  the 
brilliant  but  limited  pitching  staff  starring 
ace  Matt  Stone  (I)  and  surprise  studs  Pat 
Poulin  (I)  and  Tim  Sharek  (I).  The  team  had 
too  and  did  win  six  of  their  last  eight  games 
to  scrape  into  the  playoffs.  A  tall  task,  the 
team  was  able  to  achieve  this  goal  in  making 
the  postseason. 

With  so  many  games  in  such  a  small 
period  of  time,  a  plethora  of  quality  pitch¬ 
ing  was  needed  by  the  younger  players  in 
order  to  complement  the  starting  three. 
There  were  plenty  of  pitchers  with  po¬ 
tential  on  the  bench  awaiting  the  call  to 
start  or  relieve,  but  the  lack  of  experience 
among  them  was  a  primary  concern.  ‘As 
long  as  they  get  the  ball  over  the  plate  and 
let  the  game  come  to  them,  theyTl  do  fine 
and  give  us  a  chance  to  pick  them  up  and 


get  the  win,”  said  captain  Rory  Foley  (I), 
who  has  been  one  of  the  major  players 
carrying  the  team  all  year  with  his  stellar 
defense,  unstoppable  offense  and  invalu¬ 
able  leadership. 

However  good  the  pitching  was,  the 
team  needed  excellent  defense  and  much 
more  offensive  power  to  win  their  games. 
Pitching  has  been  solid  this  season,  good 
enough  to  win  almost  all  the  games,  but 
errors  have  been  this  year’s  Achilles  heel 
for  the  Wolfpack,  costing  them  multiple 
games.  “We  got  decent  pitching  from  our 
younger  guys  and  eliminated  all  the  errors, 
and  so  consequently  we  made  the  playoffs,” 
said  confident  captain  Stone. 

The  team  stepped  up  its  offense  in 
the  last  weeks  in  order  to  qualify  for  the 
playoffs.  As  expected,  the  top  of  the  order 
was  phenomenal  at  getting  on  base  and 
scoring  runs,  but  the  bottom  of  the  order 
struggled  to  add  to  the  firepower.  The  top 
of  the  order  all  season  long  continued  to 
have  success  with  hitting  the  long  ball, 
primarily,  Foley  and  Brian  Cotrone  (III) 
with  four  apiece,  and  Poulin  and  Stone 
with  two  each,  but  the  bottom  of  the  order 
was  unable  to  get  on  base  for  these  power 
hitters  to  knock  them  in.  Forced  inside  for 
practices  during  the  many  rainy  days  this 


season,  the  team  focused  on  its  hitting, 
spending  lots  of  time  in  the  cages.  The  team 
noticeably  improved  and  Vas  supported  by 
the  hot  hitting  streaks  of  Alex  Fischer  (III) 
and  Dennis  Moran  (I),  who  was  smoking 
the  ball  ever  since  he  returned  from  his 
recent  trip  to  the  Bahamas.  Said  RBI  man 
Sharek,  “We  started  to  get  better  at  string¬ 
ing  together  hits  and  getting  rallies.  We  can 
kept  it  up,  and  started  to  win  more  games  to 
become  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with.” 

The  major  obstacle  the  team  has  had 
to  face  throughout  the  season  and  in  the 
last  weeks  was  injuries.  Earlier  this  year,  the 
team  missed  the  pitching  of  Sharek,  who, 
when  fully  recovered,  was  dominating  on 
the  mound,  fooling  the  league  with  his  vi¬ 
cious  forkball.  His  healthy  return  came  just 
in  time  too,  as  Moran’s  pitching  had  been 
hampered  by  a  sore  arm.  Most  devastat¬ 
ing  of  all  the  injuries,  however,  especially 
because  of  its  timing,  was  the  more  recent 
injury  to  catcher  Eamonn  Burke  (II).  After 
suffering  a  separated  and  fractured  shoulder 
during  a  home  plate  collision  during  the 
Westfbrd  game,  Burke  had  to  miss  the  rest 
of  the  season.  Not  only  was  his  eiqierience 
with  the  pitchers  and  strong  presence  be¬ 
hind  the  plate  missed,  but  so  was  his  hot  bat. 
Before  the  injury,  Burke  was  having  his  own 


winning  streak,  batting  cleanup  and  hitting 
pretty  much  everything  he  saw  The  pitch¬ 
ers,  however,  were  confident  that  backup 
Chris  BuUens  (III)  had  enough  magic  in  his 
lamp  to  fill  Burke’s  dinosam  shoes. 

Once  again,  experience  was  the  major 
question  mark  hanging  over  not  only  Bul- 
lens’  head  at  catcher,  but  the  rotating  trio 
at  third  base  of  Ben  Speicher  (II),  Matt 
McGlaughlin  (IV)  and  Will  Weft  (II).  The 
team  had  loads  of  talent  and  because  of 
this  they  made  the  playoffs,  but  its  success 
relied  heavily  on  its  endurance  during  the 
last  grueling  stretch  of  games,  as  well  as 
on  the  ability  of  the  seniors  to  continue 
to  carry  the  team,  and  on  the  capability 
of  the  younger  players  to  make  plays  and 
contribute  in  tight  spots,  taking  the  load 
off  of  the  seniors.  The  final  week  was  quite 
hectic  for  this  team,  but  it  sure  was  exciu 
ing  for  them .  The  squad  had  no  remaining 
home  games  at  the  end  of  the  season  due 
to  a  flooded  field,  but  both  the  sun  and 
the  boys’  baseball  team  were  able  to  shine 
through  the  clouds  and  obstacles  for  the 
rest  of  the  season  reaching  the  playoffs. 
Sadly,  the  season  was  cut  short  in  the  first 
round  with  a  18-11  loss  to  Chelmsford,  but 
next  year  surely  looks  bright  with  many 
young  stars  and  talents. 


Girls'  Softball  Plays  Hard  Despite  Struggles 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  n 

Staff  Writer 


Despite  the  eight  days  of  rain  this 
past  month,  which  led  to  the  cancellation 
of  games  and  practices,  the  girls’  softball 
team  still  carried  on  with  its  usual  routine. 
The  girls  needed  to  scramble  to  make  up 
all  the  games.  Due  to  the  excessive  raining 
on  those  eight  days,  all  home  games  were 
switched  to  away  games  because  the  home 
field  was  flooded. 

This  year’s  16-member  softball  team 
included  senior  captains  Laura  Leblanc 
and  Liz  Balaconis,  who  both  worked  hard 
throughout  the  whole  season.  Though  the 
record  concluded  under  .500,  the  team’s 
morale  was  not  let  down  by  all  of  the 
losses.  Every  single  member  of  the  team 
contributed  in  a  grand  effort  to  try  and 
win  the  games. 

The  season  this  year  was  basically 
like  last  year’s.  The  team  lost  one  strong 


pitcher,  Katie  DiMao  ’05,  but  still  had  17,  the  softball  team  recorded  its  first  each  team  member,  the  Wolfpack  was 
most  of  its  returning  varsity  members  shut  out  of  the  year.  Caitlin  Kerrigan  (I)  able  to  come  away  with  a  2-0  win.  It  was 
with  a  few  promotions  from  the  a  stand-out  game  for  the  girls  since 


junior  varsity  team.  As  for  im¬ 
provements.  since  last  year,  Bal¬ 
aconis  said,  ‘Aside  from  pitcher 
and  captain,  we  were  basically 
the  same  team.  We  had  more 
experience  built  up.”  Every  prac¬ 
tice,  the  girls  tried  to  improve 
their  offensive  and  defensive 
skills  on  the  field.  Each  one 
knew  what  she  needed  to  do  to 
help  the  team  do  well  in  games 
against  the  tough  Dual  County 
League  competition.  The  teams 
they  wanted  to  beat  the  most 
this  year  were  Wayland,  Weston, 
and  Newton  South.  These  squads 
were  some  of  the  strongest  softball  teams 
in  the  league,  and  it  was  a  hard  task  in 
order  to  achieve. 

In  a  game  against  Wayland  on  May 


pitched  the  game,  and  it  was  a  solid  defen¬ 
sive  game  in  which  no  one  committed  any 
errors.  There  was  also  good  hitting  during 
the  game.  With  the  excellent  contribution 
from  both  the  offense  and  defense  from 


Wayland  had  beaten  the  team  earlier 
in  the  season. 

The  seniors  have  now  departed. 
Members  of  the  remaining  team  will 
have  to  step  up  to  fill  these  posi¬ 
tions.  Other  than  filling  the  shoes 
left  behind  by  this  year’s  graduating 
class,  the  members  left  on  the  varsity 
team  will  need  to  be  ready  for  varsity 
pitching  and  fielding.  The  DCL  is  a 
league  to  compete  in  and  the 
softball  team  may  have  to  begin  a 
rebuilding  effort  in  order  to  keep 
pace  with  all  the  other  squads.  The 
team  also  had  to  labor  hard  to  make 
up  games  lost  to  rain.  Now  with  the 
season  being  over,  they  will  look  forward 
to  contemplating  what  they  need  to  work 
on  to  improve  as  a  whole  for  next  year’s 
season. 
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By  Sanchay  Jain,  V 

Staff  Writer 


The  NBA  Playoffs  have  gotten  un¬ 
derway,  and  the  results  have  been  some  of 
the  best  action  seen  in  the  last  few  years. 
The  instant  classics  and  upsets  have  made 
it  a  must-see  affair.  And,  with  some  hero¬ 
ics  coming  from  the  younger  stars,  the 
future  of  the  NBA  seems  to  be  bright. 

The  action  started  in  the  first 
round,  with  several  exciting  match-ups. 
In  the  Eastern  Conference,  the  No.  i 
seed  Detroit  Pistons  knocked  off  the 
No.  8  seed  Milwaukee  Bucks  four  games 
to  one;  while  the  second-seeded  Miami 
Heat  was  pushed  to  game  six  before  they 
ehminated  the  Chicago  Bulls,  who  played 
with  tremendous  poise  during  their  time 
in  the  playoffs.  Meanwhile,  the  third  seed, 
New  Jersey  Nets,  ehminated  the  Indiana 
Pacers  wnth  ease,  and  the  Cleveland  Cava- 
Uers,  showcasing  superstar  LeBron  James 
in  his  playoff  debut,  beat  the  Washington 
Wizards  in  six.  For  the  young  James,  just 
21  years  old,  it  was  an  impressive  perfoi- 
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NBA  Playoffs  Heat  Up 


mance,  as  he  got  rid  of  the  playoff  jitters 
quickly,  recording  a  triple-double  in  his 
very  first  playoff  game  and  making  clutch 
plays  throughout  the  series. 

In  the  Western  Conference,  the 
defending  champions, 
the  San  Antonio  Spurs, 
needed  six  games  to 
eliminate  the  Sacramen¬ 
to  Kings,  who  played 
well,  thanks  to  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  Ron  Attest 
midway  through  the  sea¬ 
son.  The  Kings,  howev¬ 
er,  still  fired  head  coach 
Rick  Adelman  after  the 
series.  Meanwhile,  the 
fourth  seed  and  holder 
of  the  second  best  re¬ 
cord  in  the  NBA,  the 
Dallas  Mavericks,  swept 
the  Memphis  Grizzlies, 
continuing  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  history  of  the  Griz- 
zhes,  who  have  not  won 
a  single  playoff  game,  _P)^ane  wade 


having  been  swept  in  each  series  they  have 
played.  The  other  two  series  were  close 
ones.  The  second  seed,  the  Phoenix  Suns, 
finally  beat  the  Kobe  Bryant-led  Los  An¬ 
geles  Lakers  in  seven  games,  and  the  Los 
Angeles  Clippers  (no, 
that’s  not  a  mistype) 
upset  the  third-seeded 
Denver  Nuggets  in  six 
games. 

This  year’s  NBA 
quarter  finals  have  defi¬ 
nitely  been  amazing 
with  three  series  having 
gone  the  distance  of 
seven  games.  Surprises 
have  been  abundant. 
Despite  everyone’s  feel¬ 
ings  that  the  LeBron- 
led  Cavs  would  struggle 
against  the  Pistons,  an 
opinion  that  seemed 
m  to  have  been  correct 
1 through  games  one  and 
J  ^two,  the  Cavaliers  went 

—  on  to  do  the  unthink- 
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able:  they  won  the  next  three  games, 
including  one  against  the  Pistons  on  their 
home  turf  LeBron  had  played  excellently, 
scoring  30  points  per  game  while  making 
clutch  play  after  clutch  play.  Just  when 
they  thought  they  could  close  out  the 
series  at  home  in  game  six,  however,  the 
Pistons  managed  to  pull  off  the  victory, 
tying  the  series  and  sending  it  to  game 
seven,  where  they  were  victorious  and 
earned  a  ticket  into  the  Eastern  Confei- 
ence  Finals.  Meanwhile,  the  Mavericks 
and  Suns  pulled  off  3-2  series  leads,  only 
to  see  their  opponents  tie  up  the  series 
in  game  six.  For  the  Mavs  and  the  Spurs, 
each  game  had  been  decided  in  the  last 
possession,  and  chances  were  that  it 
would  go  down  to  the  wire  again  in  game 
seven,  as  it  did  with  an  overtime  thriller 
that  went  in  favor  of  the  Mavs.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  Clippers  and  Suns  had  been 
going  back  and  forth  like  a  seesaw,  with  no 
team  winning  two  straight  games.  Finally, 
the  Suns  pulled  of  a  convincing  victory 
at  home  in  game  seven  with  a  20-point 
blowout.  Keep  watching  for  Finals  play. 


NHL  Playoffs  Surge  as  Bruins  Falter 


By  Paul  Pokaski,  I 

Sports  Editor 


As  spring  is  finally  starting  to  turn 
into  summer  across  Boston,  something  is 
missing.  For  the  first  time  in  years,  both 
the  Bruins  and  the  Celtics  aren’t  playing 
past  Patriots’  Day.  Of  course,  such  a  fact 
would  be  more  noticeable  if  it  were  not 
for  the  Red  Sox  and  their  red-hot  start  to 
the  season.  Understandably,  Boston  sports 
fans  have  little  time  for  anything  happen¬ 
ing  outside  of  Fenway  Park.  Thus,  without 
a  Bruins  playoff  run  to  pique  fans’  interest, 
the  Stanley  Cup  Playoffs  have  gone  on  in 
virtual  obscurity. 

This  problem  is  not  confined  to 
Boston.  In  fact,  unless  one  lives  in  Canada, 
it  would  be  hard-pressed  to  know  last 
year’s  lockout  is  over.  Trying  to  catch  some 
hockey  highhghts  on  SportsCenter?  Wait 
a  few  minutes  while  the  paneUsts  discuss 
every  facet  of  the  last  NBA  game  before 
you  can  maybe  catch  a  glimpse  of  NHL 
action.  Be  careful  though,  don’t  bUnk  or 


you  just  might  miss  it.  Perhaps  you  picked 
up  a  local  paper’s  sports  section?  You’ll 
have  to  dig  pretty  deep  to  find  hockey. 
Also,  if  all  else  fails  and  you  are  looking 
just  to  watch  gantes  on  TV,  you  may  be 
out  of  luck  there  as  well.  Most  playoff 
games  are  on  OLN,  formerly  the  Outdoor 
Life  Network.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  see 
games  preceded  by  such  events  such  as 
bass  fishing.  That  is  of  course  assuming 
that  one  has  OLN;  it  is  unavailable  on 
many  basic  cable  packages. 

Having  noticed  the  obvious  lack  of 
attention,  it  appears  that  hockey  is  still 
creeping  out  from  the  enveloping  shadow 
that  was  left  by  the  lockout.  The  cancel¬ 
lation  of  the  season,  however,  does  have 
its  positive  effects.  Watch  just  one  game 
and  you  will  know  that  these  Stanley  Cup 
Playoffs  were  some  of  the  best  hockey 
ever  played.  The  rule  changes  worked. 
There  are  more  goals  scored,  and  the 
overall  quahty  of  the  play  has  improved. 
Now,  if  only  referees  would  stop  blowing 
the  whistle  on  questionable  penalties. 


and  the  game  would  be  right  where  it 
should  be. 

One  of  the  more  exciting  aspects 
of  playoff  hockey  is  its  unpredictability. 
Every  year  top  seeds  exit  early  and  bottom 
seeds  survive  deep  into  the  later  rounds. 
This  year’s  playoffs  were  no  exception. 
Top  seeded  teams  Ottawa  and  Detroit 
looked  unstoppable  all  season  long.  Yet  in 
the  first  round,  Detroit  was  knocked-out 
by  Edmonton  and  Ottawa  was  humbled  by 
Buffalo  in  round  two.  In  addition,  Edmon¬ 
ton  continued  their  run,  giving  the  Oilers 
their  best  season,  dating  back  to  the  glory 
days  of  Gretzky  and  Messier. 

As  those  16  teams  fought  it  out 
for  a  shot  at  the  Stanley  Cup,  14  other 
teams  could  only  sit  at  home  and  watch. 
Among  those  watching  from  home  were 
the  Boston  Bruins.  The  2005-2006  Boston 
Bruins  season  will  be  remembered  as  a 
disappointing  year,  if  it’s  even  worth  re¬ 
membering  at  all.  After  promises  from  the 
ownership  to  compete  were  not  delivered, 
fans  simply  lost  interest  and  forgot  about 


the  Bruins.  Even  the  hiring  of  a  new  gen¬ 
eral  manager  was  overshadowed  by  a  Red 
Sox  series  with  the  lowly  Devil  Rays. 

Looking  back  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  it  is  clear  that  serious  errors 
were  made.  The  long-awaited  free-agent 
period  concluded  with  the  signings  of 
disasters  Alexei  Zhamnov  and  Shawn 
McEachern,  both  of  whom  will  certainly 
be  gone  next  year.  Therefore  it  has  be¬ 
come  increasingly  clear  that  changes  need 
to  be  made.  Time  after  time,  the  Bruins 
enter  the  season  with  high  expectations, 
only  to  see  their  dream  end  long  before 
the  Cup  Finals  begin.  This  needs  to  stop 
and  the  firing  of  GM  Mike  O’Connell 
will  not  be  a  complete  solution  to  this 
problem. 

'  Although  the  Bruins  once  again 
didn’t  lift  the  Stanley  Cup,  that  should 
not  prevent  us  from  enjoying  some  of  the 
most  exciting  games  in  all  of  sports.  The 
NHL  Playoffs  is  the  marquee  event  of  one 
of  the  world’s  most  thrilling  sports,  and  it 
deserves  our  attention. 


Analyzing  the  2006  NFL  Draft 


By  Ryan  Banci,  II 

COVTRIBITDSG  WRITER 


The  NFL  draft  class  of  2006  has 
a  number  of  talented  players  who  will 
develop  into  stars  and  key  contributors. 
Starting  off  with  the  first  pick  in  the 
draft:  Mario  Williams,  a  very  deserving 
beast  of  a  player.  At  times  in  college  he 
was  unstoppable  and  undoubtedly  has 
shown  the  potential  to  be  great,  but  there 
still  hangs  the  question  which  lingers 
with  most  first  roimd  picks:  whether  his 
domination  in  college  will  translate  into 
the  NFL.  Many  people  supported  the 
Texans  taking  running  back  Reggie  Bush 
at  number  one,  but  I  myself  wanted  to  see 
them  trade  down  to  take  D’Brickashaw 
Ferguson  or  another  top  offensive  hne- 
man  to  bolster  their  dismal  O-Line,  which 
ranked  near  the  bottom  in  the  NFL  last 
year  in  protecting  quarterback  David 
Carr.  While  Texas  opted  to  improve  their 
defense  with  defensive  end  WiUiams,  New 
Orleans  jumped  on  the  opportunity  to 
take  offensive  star  Bush.  He  will  be  the 
new  image  in  New  Orleans  this  upcoming 
season  and  will  be  counted  on  for  a  lot.  He 
is  a  franchise  player  much  needed  in  the 
New  Orleans  Saints  franchise. 


Tennessee  drafted  quarterback 
Vince  Yumg  at  the  third  spot  and  quarter 
back  Alatt  Leinart  dropped  down  to  the 
10  slot  to  Arizona.  Even  though  Leinart 
probably  lost  millions  in  guaranteed 
money,  he’s  in  a  better 
position  to  succeed 
than  Young.  The  Ti¬ 
tans  are  in  a  rebuilding 
phase  and  I  don’t  pic¬ 
ture  them  contending 
for  at  least  another  few 
years.  Lbung  will  prob¬ 
ably  start  the  season  as 
the  backup  but  then 
take  over  later  on  in 
the  year.  Meanwhile 
in  Arizona,  Leinart  will 
be  the  apprentice  of 
former  MVP  quarter 
back  Kurt  Warner  and 
when  Leinart  takes 
control  of  the  team, 
he’ll  throw  to  an  all- 
star  cast,  including  re¬ 
ceivers  Anquan  Boldin 
and  Larry  Fitzgerald, 
while  having  all-pro  Edgerrin  James  taking 
pressure  off  Leinart  as  the  running  back. 
As  for  the  current  defending  champions 


Pittsburgh  Steelers,  they  drafted  arguably 
the  best  wide  receiver  in  this  year’s  draft 
with  Santonio  Holmes.  Our  New  England 
Patriots  took  Laurence  Maroney  with  the 
22nd  pick  overall.  Look  for  Maroney  to  be 
a  solid  contributor 
this  upcoming  sea¬ 
son  to  spell  the  ag¬ 
ing  Corey  Dillon. 
The  Pats  passed 
on  analyst  Mel 
Kiper’s  top  run¬ 
ning  back  DeAn- 
gelo  Williams, 
but  Alaroney  was 
a  good  choice  for 
the  Pats  because 
of  his  power  run¬ 
ning  style  that  fits 
better  in  Coach 
Belicheck’s  of¬ 
fense  than  that  of 
Williams.  With 
their  next  pick 
the  Pats  took 
Chad  Jackson,  a 
wide  receiver  out 
of  Florida,  when  he  tested  faster  than 
Holmes  and  was  a  key  contributor  within 
Lkban  Meyer’s  offensive  system.  Jackson  is 


a  great  pickup  and  he’ll  easily  fill  the  hole 
left  by  the  departure  of  David  Givens  to 
the  Titans. 

In  the  fourth  round  the  Pats  drafted 
kicker  Stephen  Gostkowski  out  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  a  surprise  because  no  one  thought 
they  would  draft  a  kicker  that  early  Gos- 
tkowski,  a  good  college  kicker,  is  no  Adam 
Vinatieri,  but  is  better  than  our  current 
option,  Martin  Gremmatica.  In  other 
notables,  Boston  College  star  defensive 
end  Alathias  Kiwanuka  was  chosen  32nd 
overall  to  the  Giants,  a  mild  surprise  be¬ 
cause  most  people  had  him  going  at  best 
in  the  middle  of  the  second  round.  The 
much  aligned  Alarcus  Vick,  a  great  talent 
with  loads  of  “baggage,”  fell  off  the  chart 
as  teams  chose  not  to  draft  him  because 
of  his  questionable  character.  It  was  defi¬ 
nitely  a  disappointment  for  Afick,  but  it  did 
give  him  the  choice  of  teams  to  workout 
for  and  ultimately  the  Miami  Dolphins 
chose  to  give  him  a  chance  as  they  saw 
him  as  a  risk  worth  taking,  since  they  may 
need  a  backup  option  to  the  oft-injured 
Daunte  Culpepper. 

The  NFL  draft  class  of  2006  is  a 
class  full  of  possible  future  stars.  Only 
time  will  tell  if  these  players  will  turn  out 
to  be  stars,  role  players,  or  duds. 
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New  Look  Sox 
Continue  Old  Success 


Poker  Bets 
Its  Way  To 


and  Bluffs 
Popularity 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  n 

Sports  Associate 


Not  much  can  be  said  in  a  Red  Sox 
article  in  early  Jime,  besides  a  lot  of  posi¬ 
tive  predictions  and  giddiness  on  part  of 
most  Sox  fans,  and  some  unneeded  and 
useless  critique  by  the  pessimistic  ones.  It 
seems  as  though  every  year  the  Red  Sox 
start  out  extremely  well  and  lead  the  AL 
East  by  at  least  three  games  over  the  New 
York  Yankees,  before  this  lead  usually  dis¬ 
sipates  in  mid-August.  Hopefully,  this  year 
turns  out  differently  Now  let’s  look  over 
what  the  Sox  have  done,  and  what  they 
need  to  do,  to  keep  this  lead  all  season. 

First,  let’s  talk  about  the  pitching. 
The  rotation  at  the  season’s  start  looked 
great  with  the  one-two  combo  of  Josh 
Beckett  and  Curt  Schilling,  followed  by 
the  solid  Tim  Wakefield,  the  sporadic 
Matt  Clement,  and  finally  the  innings 
eater  David  Wells.  Since  these  early  suc¬ 
cesses,  however,  the  pitching  staff  has 
faced  a  few  setbacks  and  woes.  First,  the 
Beckett-Schilling  combo  has  fallen  off 
sharply  since  their  first  four  starts.  Beckett 
himself  has  not  exactly  fallen  off,  but  has 
shown  signs  of  faultiness,  and  scared  the 
entire  Nation  with  his  inconsistency  over 
a  three-start  stretch.  Schilling,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  dramatically  faltered  since 
his  early  triumphs.  In  his  first  four  starts. 
Schilling  gave  up  a  combined  four  earned 
runs,  then  in  his  next  five  games  he  gave 
up  22  earned  runs,  including  eight  homers. 
I  doubt  this  will  continue,  however,  and 
hopefully  this  isn’t  a  side  effect  of  a  hidden 
injury  or  increasing  age. 

As  for  Wakefield  and  Clement,  they 
have  been  decent,  and  there  is  not  much 
more  you  can  ask  from  them  than  that. 
The  only  issue  is  that  Wakefield  needs 
more  run  support,  and  armed  with  that, 
his  record  would  be  much  different.  As  for 
Clement,  he  needs  to  utilize  more  control 
of  his  pitches,  and  only  then  could  he 


return  to  his  2005  first  half  All-Star  self 
Finally,  VCfells  was  sidelined  for  a  month 
as  expected,  then  came  back  in  a  start 
against  the  Tampa  Bay  Devil  Rays  before 
re-injuring  his  knee,  sending  him  back  on 
the  disabled  list.  We  also  shouldn’t  forget 
the  bullpen,  which  has  been  solid,  being 
anchored  behind  the  unanimously  chosen 
Rookie  of  the  Year,  Jonathan  Papelbon 
(and  I  know  its  just  two  months  into 
the  season,  but  he’s  that  good,  so  I  don’t 
care).  So  far  I  have  no  real  qualms  with  the 
pitching,  and  if  it  is  kept  up  the  Sox  will 
be  very  successful. 

Now  for  the  offense,  which  has  been 
a  letdown  so  far  this  season,  in  comparison 
to  the  offensive  powerhouses  we’ve  been 
used  to  seeing  in  recent  years.  In  the  past 
years  the  Sox  have  easily  been  number 
one  in  offense;  this  year,  however,  they 
have  dropped  down  to  the  lower  top  ten. 
This  ranking  may  be  due  to  the  prolonged 
injury  of  leadoff  man  Coco  Crisp,  and 
hopefully  the  team  will  bounce  back  now 
that  he  has  returned.  Also  hindering  the 
Sox  offense  were  the  sub  par  starts  for 
Manny  Ramirez  and  Mark  Loretta,  who 
both  have  been  coming  on  strong  as  of 
late.  The  great  surprises  offensively  for  the 
Sox  this  year  have  come  from  the  bats  of 
Mike  Lowell  and  Kevin  Youkilis.  Lowell 
has  been  steadily  hitting  around  a  .320 
clip  all  season,  and  has  been  leading  the 
league  in  doubles  as  well.  As  for  YDukilis, 
he  stepped  in  for  Crisp  at  the  leadoff  spot 
and  has  steadily  been  among  the  league 
leaders  for  OBP,  along  with  a  solid  .315 
BA.  The  offense  may  have  started  under 
par,  but  I  have  no  doubts  they  will  turn  it 
around  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
Whatever  happens  either  defensively 
(the  Sox  are  currently  the  best  defensive 
unit  in  the  majors),  offensively,  or  in  the 
standings;  one  thing  is  for  sure,  and  that 
is  that  the  Sox  will  keep  fans  interested  all 
summer  long,  and  hopefully  long  into  the 
fall,  where  it  matters  most. 


By  Amahd  McDonald,  n  & 
Brendan  McCoy,  II 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer  &  Staff  Writer 


Poker  used  to  be  played  only  among 
cowboys  in  Texas  saloons  where  cheaters 
were  rewarded  with  a  bullet  in  the  chest. 
Then  it  moved  to  smoky  rooms  in  Las  Vegas 
and  Atlantic  City,  a  game  for 
rich  mafia  mob  bosses.  But 
now  a  recent  poker  boom 
has  brought  poker  within 
the  reach  of  everyone  as  a 
fun  game  to  play  on  a  week¬ 
end  with  pals.  As  teenagers 
have  grown  out  of  basic  card 
games  such  as  Uno  and  Go 
Fish!,  poker  has  become  a 
great  replacement.  If  you  are 
looking  for  a  great  way  to 
spend  a  few  nights  with  your 
friends,  buy  a  set  of  chips  and 
let  the  drama  begin.  If  you  do 
not  know  how  to  play,  there  are  many  free 
websites  where  you  can  tune  up  your  game 
against  people  around  the  world.  These 
websites  have  experienced  a  recent  boost  in 
membership,  reflecting  the  definite  growth 
in  the  overall  popularity  of  poker.  While 
there  are  many  different  versions  of  poker, 
such  as  7-card  stud,  Omaha  and  j-card  stud 
poker,  the  most  popular  version  is  no-limit 
Texas  Hold’em.  It  is  clearly  not  a  sport,  as 
players  like  Greg  Raymer,  a  huge  man  who 
visually  can’t  be  missed,  are  considered  to 
be  stars  of  the  game.  Even  though  it  is  not  a 
sport,  however,  there  is  a  professional  poker 
league  (World  Poker  Tour)  in  which  the  best 
players  in  the  country  play  in  intense  high- 
stakes  tournaments  against  each  other, 
along  with  a  national  annual  tournament 
(Wirld  Series  of  Poker)  that  this  year  boasts 
an  estimated  first  prize  of  10  million  dollars. 
Also,  the  national  heads-up  tournament 
recently  concluded  with  Ted  Forrest  being 
crowned  champion  on  national  television 
and  taking  home  a  whopping  $500,000  pot 


along  with  a  shining  champions  bracelet. 

Although  many  people  view  poker  as 
a  “bad”  game  because  it  sometimes  involves 
gambling  for  money  many  youngsters  and 
scholars  today  play  poker  for  the  thrill  and 
excitement  it  offers  and  not  for  the  cash. 
Several  years  ago,  due  to  its  bad  reputation, 
poker  was  looked  upon  by  many  as  almost 
a  crime.  The  truth,  how¬ 
ever,  is  that  poker  should 
be  seen  as  a  game  similar 
to  chess  or  checkers.  Poker, 
like  chess,  involves  know¬ 
ing  one’s  opponent's  next 
move  and  what  he  or  she 
may  be  thinking.  One  then 
analyzes  this  calculated  in- 
gformation  and  uses  it  to 
“deduct  if  an  opponent  ac- 
Htually  has  a  legitimate  hand 
>or  is  bluffing  (trying  to  bet 
sin  such  a  way  that  the  other 
*player(s)  believes  that  you 
have  made  a  strong  hand  when  in  fact 
you  have  absolutely  nothing).  By  reading 
one’s  opponent — paying  attention  to  eyes, 
hand  motions,  excess  breathing,  etc. — one 
can  put  together  his  or  her  hand.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  people  today  still  regard  poker,  without 
the  involvement  of  money,  as  a  crude  and 
repulsive  game.  But  why?  The  only  reason 
for  the  bad  rep  may  be  its  shady  past.  This 
rep,  at  least  for  poker  matches  where  cash 
is  not  involved,  needs  to  be  eliminated. 
Simply  put,  poker  is  a  game  for  all  ages.  It 
utilizes  the  brain  and  helps  people  gain  the 
strength  to  actually  interpret  what  people 
are  thinking  based  on  their  mannerisms. 
Poker  is  a  fun  game  that  anyone  can  learn 
in  minutes  and  play  with  friends  and  fam¬ 
ily  Today,  with  the  soaring  popularity  of 
poker  throughout  the  world,  the  game 
is  making  a  friendly  and  rapid  transition 
from  the  casinos  to  many  households  all 
over  America,  hopefully  forcing  others  to 
eventually  recognize  that  poker  is  more 
than  its  misleading  past  may  suggest. 


2006  FIFA  World  Cup  Preview 


By  Michela  DeSantis,  I 

Staff  Writer 


As  you  all  know  (or  at  least  I  hope 
you  know),  the  FIFA  World  Cup  is  the 
most  important  tournament  in  interna¬ 
tional  soccer  and  only  comes  once  every 
four  years.  After  numerous  qualifying 
matches  held  as  early  as  two  years  before 
the  Cup,  32  countries  make  it  to  the  finals. 
These  remaining  countries  vie  for  the 
ultimate  victory:  the  World  Cup  Trophy 
and  bragging  rights  as  best  team  in  the 
world  for  the  next  four  years.  This  year’s 
Cup  will  be  held  in  Germany  and  should 
prove  to  be  both  interesting  and  exciting 
due  to  several  recent  occurrences  involv¬ 
ing  certain  teams. 

The  Italians  do  many  things  well, 
especially  food  and  soccer.  This  year, 
however,  there  is  a  cloud  looming  over 
Gli  Azzurri,  the  Italian  national  soccer 
team.  Over  the  past  few  months,  a  scandal 
involving  Juventus  of  Serie  A,  the  Italian 
equivalent  of  the  MLS,  has  rocked  most  of 
Europe.  Luciano  Moggi,  board  member  of 
the  Juventus  club,  and  Antonio  Giraudo, 
Juventus’s  former  managing  director,  are 
currently  being  investigated  for  attempts 
to  influence  referee  appointments  to 
games  and  the  alleged  kidnapping  of 
a  refgreg-^nd  piyo  Jfges.men  who  \yere, 
trapped  in  a  looker  room  at  the  end  of  a . 


game  in  which  Reggina  beat  Juventus  in 
November  2004.  It  is  thought  that  this 
unfortunate  event  will  affect  the  morale 
of  the  Italian  national  team,  and  there  is 
no  telling  what  the  fans’  reacr 
tion  will  be  when  Italy  takes 
the  field  for  its  first  match. 

Besides  this  news  from 
Italy  there  has  also  been  me¬ 
dia  attention  focused  on  Eng¬ 
land,  another  powerhouse 
that  always  fares  well  in  the 
international  soccer  scene. 

Wayne  Rooney,  named  one 
of  Gillette’s  Top  40  Young 
Players  to  watch  during  the 
2006  World  Cup,  suffered  a 
fracture  to  the  fourth  meta¬ 
tarsal  bone  in  his  right  foot 
during  a  Manchester  United 
loss  to  Chelsea  in  April. 

The  2o-yeai-old  striker  was 
told  he  would  be  out  for  six 
weeks,  exactly  the  amount 
of  time  until  England’s  first 
stage  game  against  Paraguay 


a  very  strong  team  for  this  World  Cup.” 
England  has  also  been  in  the  spothght 
due  to  coach  Sven-Goran  Eriksson’s  un¬ 
expected  decision  to  place  Theo  Walcott, 


LANDON  DONOVAN  EVADES  A  SLIDE  TACKLE 


It  is  likely  that  he  will  also  miss  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  stage  games  and  that  England  will 
let  him  rest  for  more  potential  important 
matches  later  in  the  tournament.  None¬ 
theless,  Pele,  the  Brazilian  soccer  legend, 
commented  tha!t  “This  is-a  big  problem,' 
but  even  Vi'khout.him.I  thuik  England. is. : 


a  17-yeai-old,  on  the  national  team.  Until 
March  2006,  Walcott  had  played  for  the 
second-tier  squad  Southampton  in  the 
English  Premier  League  before  being 
signed  by  Arsenal;  he  had  not  even  the 
slightest  expectation  of  being  selected.for 
the  national  team.  Many, are.  questioning 


nriKssons  aecision,  out  nopetuUy  Walcott 
will  get  enough  playing  time  to  showcase 
his  raw  talents. 

Not  too  surprisingly,  the  US.  is 
predicted  to  finish  fairly  well  this 
year.  The  soccer  program  here  has 
been  growing  stronger  and  stronger; 
from  a  last  place  finish  in  France 
in  ’98  to  surprisingly  making  it  to 
the  quarterfinals  against  Germany 
just  four  years  later,  the  Americans 
have  come  a  long  way.  With  all-stars 
Landon  Donovan,  Claudio  Reyna, 
and  DeMarcus  Beasley  leading  the 
way,  aU  of  whom  are  veterans  to  the 
game  and  the  World  Cup,  the  US. 
should  prove  to  be  a  worthy  oppo¬ 
nent  for  the  European  powerhouses, 
as  they  are  grouped  with  Italy,  the 
Czech  Republic,  and  Ghana. 

Germany,  Brazil,  Italy,  and 
England,  the  traditional  stars  of 
the  game,  should  make  it  pretty 
deep  in  the  tournament.  But  each 
tournament  there  are  new  stars  and 
new  teams  on  the  rise.  Of  Gillette’s 
Top  40  Yiung  Players  to  watch,  six  are 
members  of  the  Swiss  team,  proving  the 
abundance  of  youth  on  the  team.  Who 
knows  how  the  tournament  will  play  out 
this  year?  Just  make  sure  to  tune  in  from 
June  9  to  july'9  and  enjoy  the  world’s  most 
popular  and  reverexl  sport.  ■ 
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How  Educational  is  Sex  Education? 


By  Jerome  O’Grady,  II 
&  Bryan  Strickland,  II 

Staff  Writers 


One  of  the  most  commonly  dis¬ 
cussed  topics  in  relation  to  students  is 
the  inclusion  of  sexual  education  classes 
in  schools.  Debates  regarding  the  morality 
and  privacy  of  the  classes  have  plagued 
the  programs’  existence  ever  since  their 
introduction  to  the  public  school  system. 
But  while  the  traditional  battles  with  the 
modern,  the  real  victims  end  up  going 
unnoticed:  the  students.  And  while  the 
topic  is  up  for  debate,  which  form  of 
sexual  education  to  teach  and  at  what 
age  it  should  be  taught  is  still  undecided. 
But  one  fact  is  undeniable;  children  are 
having  sexual  relations  at  younger  and 
younger  ages.  But  what  action  is  Boston 
Latin  School  taking?  Does  our  prestigious 
reputation  hold  up  when  it  comes  to  teen 
sex  and  sexual  education? 

With  more  than  half  of  American 
teenagers  having  sex  before  the  age  of 
17  and  three  million  sexually  active  teens 
contracting  an  STD  each  year,  it  is  appar 
ent  why  some  parents  and  faculty  would 
seek  to  include  sexual  education  programs 
in  school.  In  Massachusetts,  Governor 
Mitt  Romney  spent  $50  million  funding 
an  abstinence-based  sex-ed  program  in 
public  schools.  But  with  statistics  like 
these,  questions  arise  as  to  whether  this  is 


enough  money,  and  whether  it  is  adequate 
to  provide  solely  for  an  abstinence-based 
curriculum. 

Boston  Latin  itself  is  part  of  an  ab¬ 
stinence  program 
called  Healthy 
Futures.  Since  its 
inception  at  Latin 
School,  some  con¬ 
troversy  has  sui- 
rounded  Healthy 
Futures,  mainly 
pertaining  to  the 
abstinence-based 
approach  that  it 
takes  to  teaching 
students.  There 
are  clearly  many 
forms  of  STD 
prevention  that 
exist  today,  and 
while  abstinence 
is  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  one,  it  does  seem  slightly  unrealistic. 
Some,  however,  do  feel  that  Healthy  Fu¬ 
tures  does  an  excellent  job  of  educating 
the  students.  Mr.  Carlos  Juan  Nieves,  who 
teaches  physical  education  and  sex-ed, 
loves  including  the  program  in  his  health 
curriculum.  “{Healthy  Futures]  is  really 
good  for  the  kids.. .they  are  responsible 
and  make  it  interesting,”  says  Mr.  Nieves. 
When  asked  if  this  abstinence-based 
program  is  enough  to  fully  educate  the 


students,  however,  he  has  more  to  say. 
“Abstinence  and  Healthy  Futures  are 
only  one  aspect  of  my  curriculum,” 
explains  Mr.  Nieves,  “I  make  sure  that 
the  other  op¬ 
tions  are  taught 
in  my  class,  by 
myself.”  Mr. 
Nieves’s  state¬ 
ment  leads  to 
another  ques¬ 
tion:  who  else 
is  educating 
the  students  on 
sex,  and  is  there 
more  that  needs 
to  be  done? 

§  Boston 
I  Latin  also  takes 
§  the  initiative  to 
I  educate  its  stu- 
I  dents  through 
its  biology  pro¬ 
grams.  Biology  courses  taught  by  Ms. 
Patreka  Wood,  Mr.  Michael  Huben  and 
others  include  a  series  of  lessons  on 
STDs,  teaching  students  about  the  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  STDs  and  ways  to  avoid 
contracting  them,  besides  abstinence. 
The  science  department  could  possibly 
be  keeping  the  sexual  education  on  a  level 
that  is  easier  for  the  students  to  under 
stand.  Mr.  Scott  Balicki  explains  that  the 
majority  of  students’  knowledge  of  sex 


doesn’t  come  from  school.  “School  is  part 
of  the  students’  life,  but  not  completely,” 
says  Mr.  Balicki.  While  he  sees  no  real 
issue  with  the  abstinence-only  approach, 
Mr.  Balicki  still  feels  that  “it’s  important 
to  address  the  other  sources.” 

While  the  issue  of  the  education 
itself  still  remains,  issues  involving  actual 
sexual  relationships  among  students  could 
be  growing  equally  controversial.  Some 
may  have  heard  the  gossip  of  certain 
STDs  spreading  through  different  grades 
at  Latin  School,  and  while  none  of  this 
can  be  confirmed  yet,  it  still  remains  a 
fact  that,  statistically,  many  young  people 
are  in  fact  sexually  active.  So  what  is  to  be 
done  in  this  situation?  WTten  asked,  some 
teachers  can  empathize  with  students. 
“Students  shouldn’t  have  to  deal  with 
those  kind  of  problems,”  states  science 
department  head  Ms.  Alexandra  Montes. 
She  feels  that  the  consequences  of  sex 
can  be  difficult  for  children  to  cope  with. 
When  asked  what  more  can  be  done  to 
ensure  that  these  complications  do  not 
occur,  she  replies  that  there  are  plenty  of 
different  approaches,  and  that  the  ones 
right  now  “[aren’t]  adequate.” 

Other  Boston  Latin  staff  members 
have  some  insight  that  strays  from  in¬ 
school  education.  Mr.  Richard  Fulton 
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By  Linda  Zheng,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


Since  the  beginning  of  March,  30- 
year-old  Jason  Griffiths  has  been  quietly 
prowling  the  hallways  and  classrooms  of 
the  Boston  Latin  School.  The  Princeton 
University  graduate  is  taking  time  off  from 
his  Ph.D.  course- 
work  at  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  Univer¬ 
sity  Teachers 
College  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School 
community  for 
two  months.  In 
May,  Griffiths 
will  return  to 
Brooklyn,  New 
York  with  the 
information  he 
gathers  here,  and  assume  the  role  of  Head 
Master  at  the  state’s  newest  specialized 
(what  is  called  “exam”  in  Massachusetts) 
school:  the  Brooklyn  Latin  School. 

Conceived  by  John  Ehvell  of  Rep¬ 
lications,  Inc.  (a  non-profit  intermediary 
organization  known  for  creating  new 


schools  based  on  existing,  successful  in¬ 
stitutions),  the  Brooklyn  Latin  School  will 
be  modeled  on  Boston  Latin.  Unlike  the 
seven  specialized  schools  already  in  exis¬ 
tence  in  New  York,  Brooklyn  Latin  will 
seek  to  provide  its  students  with  a  classical 
education.  Currently,  some  of  the  other 
competitive  schools,  such  as  Stityvesant, 
the  Bronx 
School  of 
Science  and 
the  Brook¬ 
lyn  Technical 
High  School, 
focus  primar 
ily  on  math 
and  science. 

When 
Brooklyn 
Latin  opens 
j  its  doors  in 

HOME  OF  THE  NEXT  BLS 


2006,  it  will  accept  its  first  class  of  125 
ninth-grade  students  who  have  met  se¬ 
lective  standards  for  entrance.  Grades, 
attendance  and  standardized  test  scores 

Brooklyn  Latin  School 
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By  Olena  Savytska,  II 

Staff  Writer 

All  Boston  Latin  School  students 
have  to  take  U.S.  History  in  either  their  ju¬ 
nior  or  senior  year,  as  required  by  the  state. 
The  question  that  arises  in  association 
with  this  requirement  is,  “Should  I  take 
the  AP  course, 
or  the  regular?” 

The  answer  has 
normally  been, 

“Take  the  AP. 

It  is  the  same 
amount  of 
work,  but  you 
get  more  cred¬ 
it.”  The  regu¬ 
lar  U.S.  History 
course,  how¬ 
ever,  neglected 

by  many  Bos-  _ 

ton  Latin  School  students,  is  about  to  get 
a  makeover  that  may  make  it  a  great  deal 
more  appealing  to  prospective  students. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  students 
taking  Advanced  Placement  United  States 
History  this  year.  The  occasional  uppei- 
classman  who  takes  regular  U.S.  regards 


THE  MAP  IS  THE  SAME,  BUT  THE  CLASSES  ARENT 


tne  AU  course  as  just  a  lot  ot  reading, 
as  junior  Steven  Qi  put  it.  The  choice 
between  the  college-level  course  and  the 
regular  one  has  been  mostly  a  matter  of 
AP  limitations  and  course  credit.  Students 
in  the  past  have  chosen  regular  United 
States  History  simply  because  they  do 
not  plan  to  pursue  history  in  college  or 
because  they 
could  not  fit 
another  AP 
into  their 
schedule,  as 
a  result  of 
the  three-AP 
limit  set  by 
othe  admin- 

U 

5istration. 
“Those  who 

Ul 

|could  take 
|the  class 
have  scram¬ 


bled  to  sign  up  for  the  AP  course,  which 
seemed  the  more  appealing  choice.  Cur 
rent  students  do  show  enthusiasm  about  a 
college-level  course.  “It’s  not  as  [hard]  as  I 

U.S.  History  Changes 
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:  » In  the  April  edition  of  T/!ie  Jb«/w/ 

I  ofPaleolimnology,  a  Florida  State  University 
I  professor  of  oceanography  introduced  a 
I  sUghtly  controversial  new  idea.  Doron 
Nof  has  proposed  that  past  conditions 
j  in  what  is  ndw  northern  Israel  may  have 
I  caused  pieces  of  icfttp  form  on  thc_Sea  of 
I  Galilee.  According  to  Nof’s  theory,  Jesus 
Christ’s  generally  accepted  walk  on  water. 


ice.  (Reuters) 

»  A  i6-yearold  boy  from  Timaru, 
New  Zealand  decided  to  tesrdrive  a  car 
he  was  interested  in  buying.  He  drove  it 
3i2zniles  over  the  course  of  one  weekend. 
The  police,  however,  have  not  arrested 
him  because  the  car’s  owner  did  not  put 
iuiy  restrictions  on  the  distance  or  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  test  drive.  (Reuters) 

»  Harraj  Mann,  24,  was  escorted 


off  a  fli^t' leaving  from  Durham  Tees 

Valley  Aiiport  in  northern  England  after 
being  reported  as  a  possible  terrorist. 
Apparently  the  taxi  driver  bringing  Mann 
to  the  airport  became  alarmed  when  he 
heard  him  say,  “Now  war  is  declared — and 
battle  come  down,”  followed  shortly  by 
a  warning  ot  a  “meltdown  expected.” 
What  the  driver  didn’t  realize,  however, 
was  that  Alann  was  singing  along  to  the 
Clash’s  “London  Calling”  on  his  MP3 
player.  Mann  was  released  after  question¬ 


ing,  but  he  did  mi.s.s  Ills  flight  to  London. 
(Reuters) 

»  One  hundred  fifty  locks  at  a 
nuclei  power  plant  in  Baden-Wuerttem- 
berghad  are  going  to  have  to  be  replaced. 
Officials  at  the  plant  have  not  been  able 
to  recover  12  keys,  even  after  extensive 
searches  and  intensive  questioning.  The 
environmental  ministry  said  that  noth¬ 
ing  like  this  has  ever  happened  before, 
and  that  more  detailed  security  has  been 
placed  around  the  plant.  (Reuters) 
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realizes  that  the  topic  of  sexual  educa¬ 
tion  has  always  been  controversial  and 
always  will  be.  But  Mr.  Fulton  does  not 
have  such  an  issue  with  it  because  of 
his  own  priorities.  “As  a  father,  it  is  up 
to  my  wife  and  me  to  be  the  primary 
educators  of  our  children,”  explains 
Mr.  Fulton.  “You  cannot  rely  on  other 


institutions  to  educate.”  Times  are 
certainly  changing,  so  Mr.  Fulton  feels 
that  perhaps  the  age  at  which  these 
kids  learn  the  dangers  needs  to  be 
lowered.  Rumors  pertaining  to  STDs 
are  circulating  in  grades  as  low  as  the 
ninth,  suggesting  that  the  current 
loth  grade  sexual  education  comes 
too  late. 

The  issue  of  sexual  education 
is  quickly  becoming  a  serious  social 


topic,  one  involving  questions  about 
morality,  religion,  family  and  responsi¬ 
bility.  While  it  is  unclear  what  actions 
will  be  taken  by  the  officials  currently 
tiptoeing  around  the  subject,  the  hab¬ 
its  of  children  and  teens  will  continue 
to  evolve  with  the  times,  perhaps 
causing  an  even  greater  need  for  these 
classes.  Boston  Latin  School  is  again 
striving  to  both  inform  and  protect  its 
students  using  all  available  resources. 


U.S.  History  Changes 
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thought.  It’s  actually  very  interesting 
and  a  good  class,”  Theresa  Cleary  (II) 
commented. 

This  year,  sophomores  and  ju¬ 
niors  received  with  their  course  selec¬ 
tion  forms  a  notice  entitled  “Informa¬ 
tion  for  Class  II  and  III  students  on 
the  U.S.  History  Course  Selections.” 
The  notice  explained  that  while  the 
AP  U.S.  course  will  still  cover  pre-Co¬ 
lumbian  times  to  the  present  day  and 
include  to  to  20  pages  of  reading  per 
night,  daily  quizzes,  frequent  in-class 
essays  and  a  summer  reading  assign¬ 
ment,  the  regular  course  will  continue 
from  the  point  at  which  the  eighth 
grade  history  course  ends;  from  post- 
Civil  War  Reconstruction  through  the 


Brooklyn  Latin  School 
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will  all  be  considered  in  admission, 
as  well  as  the  results  of  the  entrance 
exam.  Brooklyn  Latin,  strictly  a  high 
school,  will  follow  the  “small-school” 
model  presently  popular  in  the  New 
Y)rk  pubhc  schools  system.  Even  when 
all  grades  from  the  ninth  to  the  twelfth 
are  filled,  Brooklyn  Latin  will  only  seat 
approximately  800  students  in  all. 

Jason  Griffiths’s  career  today 
differs  distinctly  from  what  he  had 
set  out  to  do  after  college.  Intending 
to  pursue  law,  Griffiths  worked  at  a 
firm  for  a  year  before  calling  it  quits. 
“I  missed  interacting  with  younger 
people,  and  learning,”  he  recalled. 
Griffiths  soon  took  up  teaching  in  Po- 
conos,  Pennsylvania  as  an  instructor  in 
American  History  and  Economics  and 
as  a  coach  for  the  football  team.  After 
five  years  of  actively  participating  on 
school  committees  and  acting  as  a 
leader  within  the  fast-expanding  com¬ 
munity,  Griffiths’s  path  changed  once 
again  when  he  moved  to  New  York  to 
pursue  his  Ph.D.  There,  he  became  a 
part  of  New  Leaders  for  New  Schools, 
a  program  aimed  at  developing  dedi¬ 
cated  and  talented  principals  for  urban 
public  schools.  With  many  of  the  New 
York  educational  system’s  older  lead¬ 
ers  retiring  or  preparing  to  retire,  the 
program  sought  to  introduce  a  new 
wave  of  young,  vibrant  educators.  On 
average,  these  “New  Leaders”  are  only 
29  years  of  age. 

Griffiths  was  first  introduced 


20th  century.  The  regular  class  will 
use  projects,  movies  and  other  types 
of  media  to  really  explore  the  recent 
past  of  our  country  in  depth. 

This  transformation  of  U.S.  His¬ 
tory  is  certainly  creating  a  stir  at  the 
school.  The  course  has  become  a  truly 
enticing  option  for  future  students. 
“We  get  a  taste  of  American  history 
in  {the}  World  History  [course]... It’s 
easier  for  students  to  relate  to  the 
20th  century,”  Victor  Munoz  (H)  says 
in  praise  of  the  new  U.S.  History  syl¬ 
labus.  It  certainly  makes  sense  for  us  to 
learn  more  about  the  American  history 
that  has  influenced  our  culture  today. 
Abigail  Brown  (H)  also  points  out,  “I 
think  it’s  kind  of  good  that  there  are 
going  to  be  two  options.” 

The  faculty  of  the  history  de¬ 
partment  is  also  satisfied  with  this 


to  John  Elwell  and  the  concept  of 
Brooklyn  Latin  in  the  summer  of  2005 
through  New  Leaders  for  New  Schools. 
Despite  his  enthusiasm  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  school  (Griffiths  had  studied 
Latin  for  four  years  and  Greek  for  two 
at  his  Jesuit  high  school),  he  was  told 
that  “political”  factors  made  it  impos¬ 
sible  for  participants  in  the  New  Lead¬ 
ers  program  to  become  involved  with 
the  school.  Nevertheless,  Griffiths 
decided  to  keep  in  touch  with  Elwell 
and  continue  to  express  his  interest 
throughout  the  fall.  “It’s  not  really  [in] 
my  personality  [to  do  something  like 
that],”  he  admitted  in  hindsight.  But 
Griffiths  had  thought  to  himself,  “Who 
knows  what  could  happen?  The  worst 
thing  that  can  happen  is  that  they  say 
no.”  In  the  end,  after  an  interview  in 
December,  the  best  thing  that  could 
have  happened  did — Elwell  said  yes. 

Now,  while  observing  Boston 
Latin  School,  Griffiths  has  had  the 
chance  to  interact  with  students,  staff 
members  and  Head  Master  Cornelia 
A.  Kelley  herself  When  questioned  on 
which  aspect  of  Boston  Latin  he  would 
most  like  to  take  back  with  him  to 
Brooklyn,  Griffiths  responded  without 
hesitation,  “Definitely  the  atmosphere 
of  excellence.”  More  specifically,  he 
mentioned  the  high  expectations  that 
are  set  not  only  by  the  teachers,  but 
also  by  the  students  for  themselves. 
“It’s  part  of  the  culture  here,”  he 
added.  Griffiths  also  commended  the 
help  given  to  aspiring  students,  such  as 
the  vast  amount  of  college  resources, 
and  intends  to  replicate  the  efficiency 


solution  to  the  currently  unbalanced 
U.S.  History  situation,  and  is  glad  to 
give  students  an  interesting  alternative 
to  the  traditional  U.S.  History  course. 
Ms.  Robin  Kirkpatrick  expressed  her 
wish  for  future  United  States  his¬ 
tory  students  by  saying,  “We’d  like  for 
people  to  make  a  thoughtful  choice, 
to  think  about  what’s  right  for  them.” 
She  added  that  the  history  department 
would  like  to  see  fewer  sections  of  the 
AP  course  and  to  rid  students  of  the 
idea  that  the  two  courses  are  more 
or  less  the  same.  She  explains  that 
the  regular  section  will  now  act  as  an 
extension  of  students’  understanding 
of  U.S.  History.  It  will  address  the 
curriculum  with  a  much  narrower 
scope,  allowing  for  a  clearer  focus  and 
resulting  in  a  richer,  more  profound 
experience. 


of  Boston  Latin’s  guidance  department. 
Other  essential  elements  of  Boston 
Latin  that  Griffiths  hopes  to  incor¬ 
porate  are  the  Latin  requirement  and 
declamation.  From  personal  experi¬ 
ence,  Griffiths  stated,  he  realized  the 
intrinsic  value  of  a  classical  education. 
“It’s  the  way  to  ask  questions,  a  way  of 
learning  and  looking  at  the  world.” 

In  keeping  these  long-established 
touches,  Griffiths  wants  future  Brook¬ 
lyn  Latin  students  to  understand  the 
connections  between  each  part  of  the 
curriculum.  While  Griffiths  concedes 
that  it  is  impossible  to  transplant  370 
years  of  tradition,  he  points  out  the 
edge  that  Brooklyn  Latin  has  in  be¬ 
ing  a  small,  personalized  school.  “We 
want  to  connect  and  reinforce  the 
‘classics’  in  every  subject,  [and  in  this 
type  of  environment],  the  teachers  are 
forced  to  talk  to  each  other!”  Griffiths 
acknowledged  that  he  will  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  work  to  do  before 
achieving  his  goals;  nonetheless,  he 
remains  determined  and  confident.  “If 
I  didn’t  believe  in  it,”  he  said  simply, 
“no  one  else  will.” 

Ultimately,  Griffiths’s  objective 
is  to  “open  worlds  [to  students]  that 
were  not  open  to  them  before,”  and  to 
establish  a  “learning  paradigm”  where 
students  are  not  afraid  of  making  mis¬ 
takes  if  it  helps  them  to  further  their 
understanding.  Strong  performance 
will  come  as  a  result,  he  believes. 
Griffiths  has  grand  ambitions  for  his 
future  pupils.  “I  want  Brooklyn  Latin 
to  become  the  best  school  in  New 
York,”  he  declared. 
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By  Claudia  Tenen,  II 

Staff  Writer 


“It  was  rigged.” 

“They  were  kind  of  stupid.” 

(  “I  thought  it  was  fake  -  that’s  what 

.  I  heard.” 

“It  was  so  random.” 

i  So  went  most  of  the  senior  re- 

!  sponses  to  the  results  for  the  senior 

!  class  superlatives,  even  weeks  after  they 
were  posted.  While  some  thought  the 
names  were  fabricated,  others  imagined 
[  mistakes  in  tallying  votes  and  still  others 
believed  certain  positions  had  been  filled 
arbitrarily  to  prevent  any  one  student 
,  from  having  more  than  one  title.  Most 
seniors  seemed  to  share  a  sense  of  disap¬ 
pointment  about  tbe  class  choices. 

The  superlative  titles  hold  more 
importance  for  some  students  than  for 
others.  After  being  asked  whether  or 
not  the  results  upset  them,  many  seniors 
shrugged  them  off  as  unimportant.  Some, 
however,  were  almost  too  quick  in  declar¬ 
ing  their  unimportance.  When  Matthew 
Nilo  asserted  he  did  not  “care  at  all,”  he 
’■  quickly  added  “but  people  who  should’ve 
I  been  up  there  weren’t.” 

Behind  this  nonchalant  front,  the 
I  results  inspired  a  little  something  besides 
surprise  in  the  seniors’  reaction.  Theresa 
O’Connell  described  the  responses  of 
those  on  the  Facing  History  trip;  “We 
■  were  in  Washington  when  we  found  out, 
so  people  were  calling  each  other  on 
their  cells  [to  discuss  the  news].”  Theresa 
pinpointed  the  general  mood,  saying  the 
1  traveling  seniors  “were  not  really  wound 
'  up,  but  disappointed.”  This  disappoint- 
ment  is  understandable  when  many  stu¬ 
dents  thought  the  superlative  selections, 
if  not  fraudulent,  were  not  “truly  reflec¬ 
tive  of  the  opinion  of  the  class,”  as  James 
Barned-Smith  stated.  After  all,  the  year 
book  is  “the  one  concrete  memento  that 
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will  remain  with  the  students  after  they 
leave,”  said  Ben  Park,  winner  of  the  title 
“Most  Likely  to  Succeed.”  He  humbly 
described  this  honor  as  “bittersweet,”  as 
he  was  unsure  of  whether  he  had  “earned 
it.”  No  one  expressed  any  astonishment 
at  his  win.  Many  students,  like  Park,  were 
“surprised  by  the  discrepancy  between 
what  most  people  said  they  voted  for  and 
the  actual  results.” 

One  selection  that  seemed  to  sur 
prise  many  seniors  was  that  of  “Class  Cou¬ 
ple,”  won  by  Jeff  GUdden  and  O’Connell. 
The  two 
were  just 
as  shocked 
upon  be¬ 
ing  selected 
as  many  of 
their  class¬ 
mates  were. 

Glidden  and 
O’Connell 
both  believe 
that  almost 
no  one 
knew  they 
were  dat¬ 
ing;  Glidden 
maintains 
that  even 
his  friends 
would  not 
have  voted  for  him.  In  fact,  most  as¬ 
sumed  the  class  couple  would  be  Park  and 
Kira  Sargent,  but  that  because  Park  won 
another  title,  they  had  been  ousted. 

Mrs.  Andrea  Craven,  advisor  to 
the  yearbook  staff,  however,  completely 
negated  this  claim,  saying  everyone  who 
acquired  a  title  “achieved  the  most  votes” 
for  that  title.  This  response  means  that 
the  rumor  that  Ben  Collatta,  said  to  have 
been  nominated  “Most  School  Spirit,” 
would  have  received  the  title  if  he  had 
gained  the  most  votes. 


Unexpected  results  for  senior  su¬ 
perlatives  were  not  the  only  cause  of 
discontent  among  students.  Many  noticed 
the  change  in  categories.  When  asked  why 
certain  titles  were  dumped,  Mrs.  Craven 
insisted  that  there  was  no  real  alteration. 
“The  categories  vary  from  year  to  year,” 
she  explained,  and  “all  focus  on  the  same 
categories  [as  before};  the  titles  are  just 
changed  a  little  bit.”  This  slight  modifi¬ 
cation  was  apparently  done  for  a  reason. 
“Last  year,  a  parent  was  upset  over  a  cat¬ 
egory  a  student  had  won,  even  though  the 


student  accepted  the  honor.”  The  parent 
demanded  that  the  whole  section  of  the 
yearbook  be  redone  and  the  student’s  pic¬ 
ture  removed.  No  change,  however,  could 
be  made  since  the  yearbooks  were  already 
being  printed.  Several  years  prior  to  the 
incident,  the  categories  were  “phrased 
more  sensitively,”  so  Mrs.  Craven  simply 
went  back  and  took  “more  traditional 
titles.”  “Most  Likely  to  Succeed,”  for 
instance,  was  used  as  a  replacement  for 
what  was  deemed  a  more  insulting  “Most 
Likely  to  Become  Headmaster.”  Other 


ousted  categories  include  “Biggest  Gos¬ 
sip,”  “Biggest  Ego,”  “Biggest  Kiss-up” 
and  “Biggest  Scrub.”  Most  of  these  more 
negatively-toned  titles  have  been  used  for 
many  years.  Finding  these  in  yearbooks 
from  1998  to  2004,  Ms.  Rachel  Skerritt 
claimed  they  matched  those  from  her 
yearbook. 

The  majority  of  the  categories, 
however,  have  remained  the  same,  and  the 
slight  changes  cannot  explain  the  unex¬ 
pected  results  of  the  votes.  Mrs.  Craven 
suggested  that  the  surprise  instead  oc¬ 
curred  because  of  the  uniqueness 
of  the  Class  of  2006.  Generally, 
she  said,  “students  might  band  to¬ 
gether”  and  pass  the  word  about 
their  choices  for  each  category  As 
a  result,  large  groups  of  students 
agree  to  choose  the  same  candidate, 
and  the  winner  represents  com¬ 
mon  consent.  This  organization, 
however,  “didn’t  happen  with  that 
class.  A  small  number  can  separate 
the  winner  from  the  loser.”  With 
too  many  candidates,  many  dark 
horses  will  claim  titles.  Glidden  did 
observe  students  discussing  and  us¬ 
ing  group  tactics  to  vote;  moreover, 
with  only  a  short  amount  of  time 
to  fdl  out  the  superlative  sheet, 
students  could  not  make  thorough 
decisions. 

Of  course,  the  one  non-extended 
homeroom  given  to  the  seniors  to  fill  out 
40  separate  names  for  the  superlatives 
may  explain  the  unexpected  results.  “We 
did  it  terrible  this  year,”  said  Glidden, 
“We  did  it  in  like  five  minutes,  in  home¬ 
room.  I  didn’t  even  do  it  ’cause  I  was  late.” 
Another  twist  in  the  voting  process  was 
the  absence  of  preliminary  voting.  Alany, 
like  Allison  Putnam,  thought  that  “they 


Surprise  Superlatives 
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Best  Body 

Tayloi  Speranza 

Jimmy  Ermis 

Best  Dressed 

Joanne  Vurmo 

Justin  Huynh 

Best  Eyes 

Shauna  Bennett 

JaJiB  Coyne 

Best  Hair 

Evi  Radovani 

Keith  Vftbber 

Best  Looldiig 

Helen  Wii 

V^tt  Crane 

Best  Personality 

Uhlani  Sldpper 

Ibrn  Ahmadifar 

Best  Rear  View 

Amy  Kotowdd 

Stefan  Kalusiak 

Best  Smile 

Catherine  Pirter 

Matt  Stone 

BifiRest  Flirt 

Georgette  Arimah 

TimPrata 

Clas  Clown 

Jackie  Sullivan 

Ryan  Collins 

Class  Couple 

'Ihetesa  O’Connell 

Jeff  Glidden 

Cutest 

Jane  Holmes 

Zach  Mclrmis 

Friendliest 

Sandra  Lee 

EliDonis 

Most  Artistic 

LinsdayCng 

Nathan  VAldron 

Most  Athletic 

Liz  Balaconis 

Patrick  Poulin 

Most  Dramatically  Changed 

Shannon  Devlin 

Joseph  Braso 

Most  Ultely  to  Succeed 

Jeruiey  S3I0 

Ben  Park 

Most  Outspolan 

Melissa  Kelly 

VinhHua 

Most  Papular 

Biee  Roberson 

Hoi  Nguyen 

Most  School  Spirit 

Shawna  Sinnott 

Ron  Bower 

THE  COMPLETE  LIST  OF  THE  SENIOR  SUPERLATIVES 


King’s 

By  Adam  Fleischer,  I 

^  Staff  Writer 

f 

'  On  April  4,  1968,  distress,  shock 

f  and  sorrow  spread  throughout  both  the 
!  cotmtry  and  the  world.  This  was  the  day 
that  Dr.  Martin  Luther  Kingjn,  an  inte¬ 
gral  member  of  the  American  civil  rights 
i  movement,  was  guimed  down  at  the  Lor 
I  raine  Motel  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  while 
I  preparing  to  lead  a  march  in  support  of  his 

I  worthy  cause.  Exactly  38  years  after  this 
fateful  day,  Boston  Latin  School  attempted 
to  do  its  part  to  honor  Dr.  King’s  legacy 
I  Only  a  few  weeks  ago,  Mrs.  Viola 

j  Johnson  approached  Mr.  Bennie  Myers  in 
:  an  attempt  to  revive  the  defunct  African 

Cultural  Society  (which  had  decided  to 
!  break  up  due  to  a  feeling  of  an  inability  to 

j  accomplish  its  original  goals).  Mr.  Myers, 
.  who  was  one  of  the  club’s  two  faculty  ad- 
*  visors,  was  thrilled  with  the  idea.  Despite 
the  club’s  essential  nonexistence  during 
the  time  that  any  current  Boston  Latin 


THE  LORRAINE  MOTEL 


students  have  been  at  the  school,  the  first 
meeting  of  the  new  club  went  as  well  as 
anyone  could  have  hoped. 


Legacy 

With  the  help  ofMs.  Vvonne  Powell, 
the  African  Cultural  Society  was  able  to 
bring  three  exceptional  people  and  pow¬ 
erful  spieakers  to  the  school.  These  distin- 


DR.  KING  GIVES  A  SPEECH 


guished  guests  included  Pastor  Wiliam 
E.  Dickerson,  II,  author  of  the  book  Tbu 
Too  Can  Be  Delivered-,  Ron  Bell,  founder  of 
Dunk  the  Vote  as  well  as  deputy  campaign 
manager  for  gubernatorial  candidate  De- 
val  Patrick;  and  Cindy  Diggs,  who  is  in¬ 
volved  in  organizing  the  hip-hop  commu¬ 
nity  of  Boston  and  works  with  the  Peace 
Institute.  There  were  hopes  that  Reverend 
Dr.  Virgil  A.  Woods,  who  worked  with  Dr. 
King,  would  be  able  to  make  it  to  Boston 
Latin  as  well,  but  he  was  imable  to  attend. 
Nevertheless,  the  three  speakers  that  did 
come  were  all  fantastic. 

The  first  to  step  to  the  podium 
in  front  of  the  roughly  40  people  (both 
teachers  and  students)  who  filled  room 
217  was  Ron  Bell.  Bell,  who  graduated 
from  Boston  Latin  in  1981,  has  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  helping  minorities  register 

King's  Legacy 
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SAT  Mistakes  at  BLS 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  II 

Staff  Wroer 


It  has  arrived.  This  envelope  does 
not  contain  a  college  acceptance  letter,  or 
even  a  rejection.  It’s  your  SAT  score.  That 
number,  the  product  of  four  hours  at  the 
cost  of  much-needed  Saturday  morning 
sleep,  can  play  a  huge  role  in  the  deter 
mination  of  what  other  kind  of  envelope 
you’ll  receive. 

Yet  something’s  not  right.  You’re  a 
good  student,  and  an  even  better  test  taker. 
So  why  the  1400? 

That  score  may  not  have  been  a 
function  of  your  performance.  On  March 
17  and  23,  it  was  reported  by  the  College 
Board  that  there  were  errors  made  in  the 
scoring  of  the  October  2005  SAT  Reason¬ 
ing  tests.  Some  students  received  a  few 
hundred  points  too  many,  while  others, 
perhaps  more  controversially,  received 
scores  that  were  up  to  400  points  below 
the  score  that  they  had  earned.  Pearson 
Educational  Measurement,  the  College 
Board’s  scanning  vendor,  informed  its 
client  that  27,000  of  the  495,000  exams 
scored  had  not  been  “fully  evaluated.” 
These  exams  were  not  scored  twice,  as 
most  are.  A  total  of  393  students  will 
receive  higher  scores  than  originally  re¬ 
ported. 

Fortunately,  only  two  Boston  Latin 
School  students  were  affected  by  this  prob¬ 
lem.  Their  scores  were  ten  points  too  low, 
but  this  discrepancy  did  not  affect  their 
college  choices.  The  cost  of  the  exam  will 
be  refunded. 

The  SAT  is  a  major  sotirce  of  stress 


for  many  students,  and  the  recent  experi¬ 
ences  of  many  students  across  the  country 
are  calling  into  question  the  credibility 
of  the  College  Board  and  the  relevance 
of  SAT  scores  in  college  admissions.  Is 
the  SAT  a  valuable  tool  for  colleges,  or 
just  another  trial  for  students?  Both, 
says  Mr.  Jim  Montague  of  the  guidance 
department.  “It  gives  colleges  additional 
important  information,”  he  says,  but  “it 
is  overhyped.” 

The  problem  is  that  more  com¬ 
petitive  schools,  such  as  those  in  the 
Ivy  League,  place  more  emphasis  on  the 
SAT  than  other  colleges.  The  strongest 
students,  who  achieve  good  grades  and 
aim  to  attend  one  of  the  Ivies,  do  need 
to  worry  about  their  scores.  But  many  of 
these  students,  says  Montague,  are  “strong 
to  begin  with,  and  approach  [the  exam] 
with  a  healthy  perspective.” 

While  it  makes  sense  that  such  col¬ 
leges  rely  more  heavily  on  the  SAT  because 
they  are  considering  a  wide  pool  of  well- 
qualified  students,  other  students  may  feel 
limited  by  the  exam.  “Every  year  there 
are  students  who  are  bad  tesrtakers,” 
says  Montague.  These  students,  who  may 
possess  many  other  qualities  that  would 
make  them  good  candidates  for  a  college, 
might  not  receive  the  same  consideration 
as  higherscoring  students  would. 

But  there  are  options.  Currently  730 
schools,  including  Bates  and  Connecticut 
College,  do  not  require  that  an  applicant’s 
SAT  scores  be  submitted.  If  scores  are  re¬ 
quired,  they  are  considered  only  under 

SAT  Mistakes  at  BLS 
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Bbstbii  tatiii  School  Ar^' 


Substitute  Teachers:  Not  Just  Filling  In 


By  Katie  Harrison,  II 

Staff  Writer 


“At  9:18,  drop  a  pen.”  So  demands 
the  note  circulating  the  room.  Almost 
certainly,  there  is  a  substitute  filling  in  for 
the  teacher  of  the  course.  A  few  members 
of  Class  V  admitted,  “We  torture  subs. 
It’s  awful,  but  we  do.”  One  anonymous 
student  agreed,  “Subs  are  on  the  defen¬ 
sive,  because  kids  are  mean  to  them,  and 
so  kids  think  that  they’re  mean,  and  often 
don’t  get  along  very  well.”  Many  other 
upperclassmen  seconded  that,  though 
this  admission  was  heatedly  interspersed 
with  “horror  stories”  in  which  a  substitute 
would  not  sign  a  locker  pass  allowing  a 
student  to  get  some  direly  needed  books, 
would  write  students  up  at  a  second’s  no¬ 
tice  or  any  manner  of  other  horrors. 

Most  substitute  teachers,  however, 
do  not  feel  that  they  have  nearly  such  an 
antagonistic  relationship  with  students. 
When  asked  if  students  were  difficult  to 
handle,  all  three  substitutes  who  were 
interviewed,  Ms.  Anne  Franklin,  Ms.  Beth 
Franklin  and  Mr.  James  Norton,  said  no. 
“The  kids  aren’t  usually  torturous,  but  the 
Friday  before  vacation,  they  are!  The  kids 
are  great  here.  I  think  when  we  come  sub- 
stitute-teach  at  this  school  we  remember 
ourselves  when  we  were  yoimger,”  said 
Ms.  Franklin. 

Mr.  Norton  said,  “Kids  are  generally 


well-behaved,  but  I’ve  been  here  for  seven 
years,  and  I  know  some  of  the  kids.  We’ve 
grown  up  with  each  other,  in  a  way.”  Both 
Ms.  Franklins  and  Mr.  Norton  stressed 
that  they  like  and  empathize  with  stu¬ 
dents,  and  said  that  students  are  mostly 
working  very  hard  and  sometimes  need 
to  be  a  bit  unruly 
in  order  to  blow  off 
steam. 

On  an  aver¬ 
age  day,  five  or  six 
teachers  are  absent 
and  need  to  have 
their  classes  cov¬ 
ered.  Some  sub-, 
stitutes  are  pres¬ 
ent  almost  every 
day,  while  others 
are  seen  once  and 
never  again.  Mr. 

Norton  is  the 
school’s  building 
substitute,  so  he 
fills  in  every  day 
for  one  teacher 
or  another.  Most  of  the  familiar  faces 
among  subs  come  from  a  list  kept  by  Mr. 
Malcolm  Flynn.  When  there  is  an  absence, 
he  will  call  up  someone  from  this  contact 
list  at  6  a.m.  and  ask  if  he  or  she  is  able 
to  work  that  day.  If  no  one  from  that  list 
is  available,  he  will  search  for  substitutes 
who  work  throughout  the  Boston  Public 


School  system. 

Mr.  Flynn  says  that  substitutes  are 
not  required  to  have  a  college  degree,  but 
all  the  substitutes  at  Boston  Latin  do.  In 
addition,  substitutes  are  required  to  pass 
a  background  check.  Also,  within  the  past 
few  years,  an  online  course  and  short  test 


BLS  SUBSTITUTES  ANNE  AND  BETH  FRANKLIN  AT  WORK 


have  begun  to  be  required  of  applicants 
for  substituting  jobs  in  the  Boston  Public 
Schools,  but  substitutes  who  were  hired 
in  the  years  before  the  test  was  required 
have  not  taken  it.  For  the  most  part,  the 
instruction  addresses  school  policies  and 
rules.  Mr.  Norton  has  spent  some  time 
subbing  in  Florida,  however,  where  there 


was  a  mandatory  five-day  training  seminar 
on  classroom  strategies,  which  he  foimd 
to  be  “very  helpful.” 

Substitutes  and  teachers  agreed  that 
teachers  nearly  always  leave  assignments 
for  their  students.  According  to  students, 
there  is  often  friction  between  them  and 
substitute  teachers,  and  most  fre¬ 
quently  this  occurs  when  no  work 
has  been  left.  Many  students  were 
extremely  eager  to  share  their  frus¬ 
tration  that  when  a  teacher  did  not 
leave  an  assignment,  locker  passes 
to  get  other  books  would  still  be 
prohibited.  Equally  often,  students 
voiced  indignation  that  substitutes 
would  begin  to  instruct  the  class  in 
the  coursework. 

Most  teachers  agreed  that  they 
,  would  prefer  substitutes  to  simply 
give  out  the  work  and  instruct  stu¬ 
dents  to  do  it,  and  many  substitute 
teachers  do  this.  Confusion  may  be 
generated  by  the  school’s  official 
“Substitute  Teacher  Instructions,” 
which  include  the  request  that  subs 
“attempt  to  further  the  educational  needs 
of  the  students  by  teaching  or  by  super 
vising  their  assignments,”  which  is  quite 
different  from  the  desires  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  teachers.  Mr.  Flynn,  however, 
expressed  his  confidence  that  students 
and  substitute  teachers  could  work  out 
their  minor  issues  on  an  individual  basis. 


SAT  Mistakes  at  BLS 
Continued  from  pame  j 

certain  conditions  (if  the  applicant  is 
from  out  of  state,  or  if  the  student  does 
not  meet  minimum  GPA  requirements). 
Mr.  Montague  says,  “We  should  do  a 
better  job  of  promoting  those  colleges” 
because,  for  students  with  lower  SAT 


scores,  “they  are  realistic  options.”A  list 
of  colleges  where  SAT  scores  are  not 
required  can  be  found  at  www.fairtest. 
org. 

If  you  are  dissatisfied  specifically 
with  your  SAT  essay  score,  there  are 
things  you  can  do.  One  student,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Class  I,  initially  received  a  six 
out  of  12  on  the  essay  that  she  wrote  for 


the  March  2005  SAT  I.  This  score  was 
inconsistent  with  her  academic  record, 
however,  given  that  she  was  taking  AP 
Writing  and  had  other  strong  standard¬ 
ized  test  scores.  She  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  College  Board,  and  over  the 
summer  was  notified  that  the  essay’s 
score,  upon  review,  had  been  changed 
to  a  10  out  of  12  (raising  her  overall 


Writing  score  by  70  points).  Rescoring 
an  essay  does  not  guarantee  an  increase 
in  score,  but  if  your  score  does  not  at  all 
accurately  reflect  your  writing  abilities, 
it  may  have  been  an  error  on  the  part  of 
the  College  Board.  Contact  the  College 
Board  by  calling  609  771-7600  to  obtain 
a  request  for  the  SAT  Score  Verification 
form  if  you  think  that  there  was  a  scor 


SuRPRisE  Superlatives 
Continued  from  pag/e  j 

should  have  had  two  rounds  of  voting  at 
least,  because  votes  were  so  scattered  that 
people  won  by  one,  maybe  two  votes.  If  50 
different  people  get  six  to  eight  votes. ..if 
we’d  gotten  it  down  to  two  people  like  we 
did  with  the  class  offices,  if  we’d  done  it 
in  the  same  manner,  it  would  have  been  a 
more  successful  voting  process.” 

Again,  Mrs.  Craven  explained,  “[the 
process]  has  not  changed.  It  varies  from 
year  to  year,  and  due  to  time  constraints, 
we  did  not  have  a  preliminary  There  has 
not  always  been  a  preliminary”  In  addition. 


she  “publicized  the  list  a  week  in  advance 
and  gave  copies  to  each  homeroom,  to  give 
them  time”  to  consider  their  votes  and  do 
“whatever  it  is  seniors  do.” 

Park  did  say  that  the  advisor  was 
asked  if  she  should  recount  the  votes. 
While  Mrs.  Craven  could  not  recall  this 
request;  she  did  say  there  would  have  not 
been  enough  time  for  any  recount.  “We 
set  deadlines  with  the  publisher,”  she 
explained,  and  “this  way  the  seniors  get 
it  earlier.  The  senior  class  initiates  [these 
deadlines},”  and  she  claimed  that  if  they 
had  organized  themselves  earlier,  they 
would  not  face  such  a  time  crunch. 

Mrs.  Craven’s  assertion — that  this 


year’s  seniors  were  lax  in  preparing  their 
yearbook— was  supported  by  the  lack  of 
seniors  at  the  yearbook  meetings  on  re¬ 
cent  ^fednesdays.  Of  the  several  students 
in  the  room,  many  were  not  seniors  but 
juniors,  assisting  this  year  to  prepare  for 
the  next.  “A  lot  of  juniors  are  helping  out, 
learning  the  layout,”  said  Mrs.  Craven.  She 
encotirages  more  juniors  to  do  the  same,  to 
contribute  as  they  are  able  and  to  talk  to 
the  editor  of  the  superlative  section  next 
year  to  see  what  can  be  done  differently 
This  year’s  juniors,  she  said,  should  sign 
up  and  get  involved  to  ensure  a  yearbook 
representative  for  their  class. 

Still,  a  considerable  amount  of  the 


process  is  controlled  by  the  administra¬ 
tion.  Students  did  not  make  the  decision 
to  eliminate  some  of  the  superlative  cat¬ 
egories  which  had  been  more  controversial, 
nor  did  they  count  the  votes  themselves.  In 
order  to  create  a  yearbook  that  lives  up  to 
class  expectations,  it  seems  that  students 
need  more  control  over  its  production  as 
well  as  more  interest  and  better  planning 
in  its  creation. 

While  there  may  be  some  apathy 
toward  creating  the  yearbook  now,  any 
discrepancies  in  its  making  do  considerably 
concern  the  class.  As  Putnam  concluded, 
“It’s  all  about  the  importance  of  the  memo¬ 
ries,  you  know?” 


King's  Legacy 
Continued  from  page  j 

to  vote.  The  nonpartisan  program  which 
he  founded,  called  Dunk  the  Vote,  has 
registered  nearly  35,000  black.  Latino 
and  Asian  voters  in  the  state  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  since  its  inception.  Bell  grew 
up  in  Mission  HiU  and  attended  Boston 
Latin  dining  the  tumultuous  time  of  bus¬ 
ing.  He  entered  Latin  School  as  part  of 
the  Affirmative  Action  program  and  was 
one  of  the  few  African-Americans  here 
at  the  time.  As  such,  he  often  faced  dis¬ 
crimination  not  only  for  being  black,  but 
for  having  such  a  dark  skin  tone.  Bell  did 
describe  the  bad  ejqieriences  of  his  high 
school  years,  including  being  called  derog¬ 
atory  names  by  teachers,  but  he  stressed 
the  importance  of  each  student  realizing 
how  valuable  his  or  her  opportunity  at 
school  truly  is.  He  conceded  that  his  six 
years  ivere  “hard,  but  worth  it”  and  em¬ 
phasized  the  significance  of  applying  the 
talents  he  acquired  at  Boston  Latin  (such 
as  discipline,  academic  skills  and  public 
speaking)  in  future  situations.  Bell  is  also 
part  of  the  Exam  School  Initiative,  which 


is  working  to  eliminate  the  achievement 
gap  between  Boston  Public  School  ele¬ 
mentary  students  and  those  from  private 
and  parochial  schools.  As  an  activist  and 
Latin  School  graduate.  Bell  acknowledges 
that  there  are  still  problems  that  must  be 
addressed.  Nonetheless,  he  said  that  the 
ultimate  tribute  to  Dr.  King  would  be  to 
come  together,  forgive  ourselves  and  oth¬ 
ers,  and  work  as  one  to  solve  these  prob¬ 
lems. 

Pastor  Dickerson  echoed  the  words 
of  Bell  in  stressing  the  necessity  to  foi- 
give  and  move  forward  towards  a  greater 
goal.  As  an  alumnus  from  the  Class  of 
1980,  Dickerson  too  was  subjected  to 
racism.  One  story  that  he  recounted  in¬ 
volved  him  cutting  the  lunch  line,  which 
he  recognized  he  should  not  have  done  in 
the  first  place.  Another  student,  a  white 
student,  felt  this  way  too,  and  decided  to 
confront  him  about  it.  After  being  asked 
to  leave  the  line  by  his  peer,  Dickerson 
was  doing  so  but  stopped  when  he  heard 
a  racist  remark,  one  which  he  obviously 
felt  was  uncalled  for.  When  he  turned 
around,  Dickerson  SaW  bne  of'  the  “big 
football  players”  in  his  face.  As  the  other 


kid  began  motioning  as  if  he  was  going 
to  punch  Dickerson,  the  Pastor  stood  his 
ground  and  looked  his  classmate  in  the 
eye.  The  other  student  backed  down,  and 
Dickerson  was  the  talk  of  the  school  for 
standing  up  for  himself  After  describ¬ 
ing  the  events,  Dickerson  let  everyone 
in  the  room  know  that  there  was  a  point 
to  his  story:  things  may  be  hard  here  at 
Boston  Latin  or  at  any  point  in  life,  but 
you  must  not  let  things  get  the  best  of  you 
and  control  your  actions.  Pastor  Dicker 
son  then  began  discussing  the  current 
state  of  affairs,  and  disclosed  his  senti¬ 
ment  that  there  is  still  racism  prevalent 
in  educational  systems  today  He  stressed 
that  we  must  recognize  such  problems  in 
order  to  fix  them,  and  that  the  only  way 
that  we  can  move  on  is  if  we  are  all  able 
to  “forgive  with  sincerity”  One  group  pir 
ted  against  another  will  never  allow  us  to 
step  forward,  he  accentuated.  Instead, 
he  feels  similar  to  Bell,  emphasizing  the 
importance  of  accomplishing  a  common 
goal  as  a  whole. 

The  final  speaker  was'  Cindy  Diggs,, 
a  Latin  graduate  from  the  Class  of  1983.' 
Although  she  only  addressed  the  room  for 


a  brief  period  of  time,  her  message  was 
well  received.  Much  as  other  two  guests 
had  done,  and  in  the  spirit  of  Dr.  King, 
she  highlighted  the  importance  of  posi¬ 
tive  change  and  peace.  Working  with  the 
Peace  Institute,  she  has  been  able  to  reach 
out  to  young  people  in  and  around  Boston 
in  hopes  of  making  the  streets  safer.  She 
realizes  that  while  at  Latin  School  she  had 
could  have  been  getting  into  trouble  with 
her  friends  from  other  schools.  Instead, 
she  was  forced  to  stay  inside  and  do  hours 
of  homework  rather  than  run  around  in 
the  streets.  Looking  back,  Diggs  believes 
that  it  was  a  blessing  in  disguise.  Before 
leaving,  she  encouraged  people  to  attend 
the  True  Hip-Hop  Culture  Program  at  6 
p.m.  on  April  28,  which  is  held  at  Eng¬ 
lish  High  School,  in  addition  to  both 
the  Mother’s  ^)(yk  for  Peace,  May  14  in 
Dorchester  and  the  event’s  kick-off  held 
May  7  at  the  Strand  from  2-6  p.m. 

As  the  meeting  came  to  a  close,  Mr. 
Myers  emphasized  that,  much  as  Dr.  King 
paved  the  way  for  the  speakers  to  enroU  at 
^ston  Latin  School,  the  spe^ers  ih  turn 
'paived  the  way  for  minorities  of  a  youh^f  , 
generation  to  continue  to  make  progress. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo. 


-  Forum  - 

Is  Prestige  Worth  More  Than 

Financial  Aid? 
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By  Yucong  Ma,  I 

A&E  Editor 


At  II  p.m.  on  a  school  night,  a  senior  girl  is  poring  over  two 
college  acceptance  letters — one  from  a  top  national  college  and 
one  from  a  state  university — and  their  respective  financial  aid 
packages.  It  is  the  middle  of  April,  AP  exams  are  almost  upon 
her,  and,  though  markedly  more  exhausted  and  stressed  out,  she 
is  no  closer  to  making  a  decision  on  a  university  than  she  was  two 
weeks  ago,  when  the  mail  first  started  to  arrive. 

This  is  a  common,  albeit  exaggerated,  scenario  that  many 
seniors  have  found  themselves  in  this  spring.  In  the  middle  of  the 
last  high  school  crunch,  many  seniors  find  it  hard  to  make  the  deci¬ 
sion  between  an  inexpensive  state  or  local  college  and  a  nationally- 
acclaimed  university  with  a  price  tag  well  into  the  $40,ooos.  Most 
choices  are  highly  personalized  due  to  differences  in  scholarships, 
academic  interests  and  school  preferences.  But  those  aside,  the 
decision  here  is  essentially  a  decision  about  money — something 
that  clouds  a  student’s  judgment  more  than  it  should. 

Though  the  prospect  of  giving  $40,000  a  year  to  any  college 
is  daunting — whether  through  loans,  a  college  fund  oryour  parents’ 
wallet — financial  aid  is  only  part  of  the  big  picture.  While  consider 
ing  an  undergraduate  college,  the  question  to  ask  yourself  is:  what 
can  this  education  do  foryoiP  At  a  more  elite,  nationally-renowned 
college,  you  will  have  smaller  class  sizes,  more  devoted  professors 
and,  most  likely,  more  engaged  and  enthusiastic  classmates.  Ivy 
League  schools  and  other  top  colleges  have  state-oTthe-art  facili¬ 
ties,  a  wider  selection  of  majors,  and  more  study-abroad  programs. 
Are  aU  these  perks  worth  the  money?  Undoubtedly 

After  all,  what  would  you  do  with  the  money  you  could 
save?  What  you  could  save  from  funding  a  state  university  or 
the  equivalent  can  be  useful,  but  that  money  is  no  substitute  for 
the  education  you  would  have  received  at  Stanford  or  Williams. 
Sure,  it  could  finance  your  graduate  years,  but  the  majority  of  kids 
change  their  majors  or  career  choice  during  their  undergraduate 
years.  If  you’re  not  even  sure  of  your  profession  and  whether  you 
win  continue  your  education  past  college,  then  why  are  you  even 
saving  up  for  graduate  school?  As  long  as  you  don’t  aim  to  be  a 
doctor  or  a  lawyer,  there  is  no  need  to  save  up  for  a  whole  decade 
of  graduate  school.  What’s  more,  you  can  apply  as  many  times  for 
as  many  masters  and  doctorates  as  you  want  from  any  university 
later  in  your  life,  from  the  year  after  you  get  a  B.A.  to  when  your 
children  are  grown  up.  On  the  other  hand,  getting  an  undergradu¬ 
ate  degree  when  you’re  just  fresh  out  of  high  school  is  a  priceless 
opportunity  that  only  comes  once  a  lifetime. 

During  college,  it  is  often  said  that  you  meet  the  people  that 
will  change  your  life.  They  will  influence  you  for  the  rest  of  your 
life.  They  will  be  your  best  friends,  your  bridesmaids,  your  best 
men  and  your  teachers.  Why  refuse  the  opportunity  to  grow  in 
a  more  diverse  and  competitive  atmosphere?  A  school  is  only  as 
good  as  the  students  it  attracts,  and  at  a  top  national  college,  it  is 
more  likely  that  you  will  have  brighter  and  more  devoted  classmates 
who  win  do  more  to  aid  and  inspire  you. 

Has  anyone  ever  looked  at  you  differently  when  they  found 
out  that  you  were  a  Latin  kid?  Have  adults  or  kids  alike  ever  taken 
you  more  seriously  once  they  learned  that  you  came  from  this 
school?  Most  of  us  have  learned  already  that  a  name  is  not  just  a 
name.  The  prestige  of  a  college,  like  the  prestige  of  Boston  T.atin 
School,  comes  with  coundess  opportunities  and  the  ability  to  open 
doors.  When  paired  with  a  good  resume  and  an  impressive  GPA, 
an  undergraduate  degree  from  a  renowned  institution  can  make 
the  crucial  difference  for  managers  and  recruiters  when  you’re 
looking  for  a  job.  The  alumni  networks  of  elite  colleges  are  often 
very  extensive  as  well.  Do  not  make  the  mistake  of  thinking  that 
your  connection  to  your  school  is  severed  after  four  years,  because 
that  name  could  serve  you  in  good  stead  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

When  all  is  said  and  done,  a  college  education  is  what  we 
make  of  it.  A  state  school  graduate  could  possibly  go  on  to  make 
twice  the  salary  of  an  Ivy  League  graduate,  but  the  latter  indi¬ 
vidual  w^  ' 


By  Andrew  LeGendre,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Imagine  after  months  ofbng  iq^plications  and  an  even  bnger  wait, 
the  college  process  ends  successful^  with  two  large  packages.  The  first 
announces  the  exciting  news  of  acceptance  to  a  toprchoice  college.  The 
second  is  the  financial  aid  package — often  a  deciding  fkter  in  whether 
or  not  the  student  can  attend 

For  some  lucky  seniors,  this  envelope  will  contain  a  cheerful  letter 
and  a  big  check,  making  their  decisions  to  matriculate  at  their  top-choice 
institutions  incredibly  simple.  Others,  howevei;  will  be  faced  with  the 
more  gruesome  reality  of  coU^  expenses.  Over  the  past  20  years,  the 
cost  of  attendance  has  more  than  doubled  at  both  public  and  private 
universities.  Students  who  are  not  fortunate  enou^  to  have  rich  imcles 
must  find  a  w^  to  p^  as  much  as  $40,000  to  $50,000  per  year.  'Wfth 
such  high  costs,  most  seniors  will  be  taking  out  enormous  loans  to  fund 
their  education  when  they  should  opt  for  more  financial^  sound,  albeit 
“less  prestigious,”  options. 

After  all,  why  chcxise  a  highly  selective  institution  when  you  have 
a  cheaper  option^  The  most  popular  response  to  this  question  is  that  a 
diploma  from  a  Big  Name  school  will  ensure  one  a  brightei;  more  suc¬ 
cessful  future.  There  is  litde  solid  evidence,  however,  to  back  this  claim. 
A  study  by  the  National  Center  for  Education  $tatistics  found  that  the 

salary  rates  for  graduates  of  selective  collies  are  barely  higher  than  those 
of  other  institutions — at  about  onfy  five  percent.  As  the  stuify  explains, 
it  is  not  so  much  where  a  student  goes,  but  what  he  does  while  there, 
that  will  determine  his  future  success. 

Public  schools,  for  example,  will  offer  students  all  the  characteris¬ 
tics  of  a  gxxl  education  without  the  eiqiensive  price  tag  The  resources 
available  at  UMass  Amherst  far  exce^  those  at  many  small  private 
schools.  The  school  offers  awide  range  ofn^ors,  study  abroad  programs 
in  25  countries,  an  extensive  domestic  exchange  program  and  extracur 
ricular  options  from  the  arts  to  skydiving  Moreovei;  the  student  body 
does  not  conform  to  the  stereotypical  profiles  oPstate  school  students.” 
These  individuals  come  fiom  every  state  and  overyo  countries;  UMass’s 
honors  college.  Commonwealth,  attracts  hordes  of  hi^rachieving  stu¬ 
dents  each  year  Maity^  students  at  Commonwealth  have  considered  Ivy 
League  schools  and  other  competitive  options,  but  instead  chose  the 
financial^  responsible  route.  These  students  no  doubt  will  succeed  just 
as  well  as  their  debt-burdened  colleagues.  $imultaneously  they  will  be 

taking  advantage  of  the  extensive  resources  that  UMass  provides.  Wly 

write  off  public  education  as  merely  a  “safety”  option  thm? 

Furthermore,  continuing  with  the  example  of  UM^  Amherst, 
the  school  is  a  part  of  the  Five  College  Consortium  widi  Hanpshire, 
Mount  Holyoke,  Amherst  and  $mith.  Often  the  students  pgyii^  innr- 
dinate  amounts  of  money  at  those  schools  enroll  in  classes  at  UAfecs, 
which  are  not  offered  at  their  own  institutions.  $tudents  at  TTMa«  can 
similarly  enroll  in  classes  at  these  private  collies  for  no  >-viTa  charge. 

Let  us  not  foiget  either  that  many  Boston  Latin  $chool  shvWk 
still  have  the  option  of  attending  private  schools  for  cheq>.  Does  the 
Boston  University  scholarship  mean  aitything>  Althou^  BU  and  odxer 
schools  with  meritbased  prcgratns  are  not  ivy-dad,  like  public  «-hnnk 
they  will  undoubtedly  ofe  students  just  as  matty  cptions.  CUmg  to  a 
“prestigious”  coll^  does  not  ensure  ary  more  success  than  attendance 
at  a  “lesser”  one.  $tudents  fiom  both  will  be  equally  conpetitive  in 
graduate  school  admissions  pools  and  in  the  job  market 

Who  can  argue  that  itwill  be  easier  to  leave  coll^  without  havir^ 

to  pay  offa  debt  the  size  of  a  mortgage?  All  students  must  be  finartdally 
responsible  when  reviewing  their  aid  packages  and  choosir^  rrJl>y«  Jf 
the  money  for  a  prestigious  school  is  available,  then  the  student  should 
seize  the  opportunity  without  hesitatioa  Otherwise,  students  should 
save  their  money  so  they  will  not  be  living  off  Ramen  hy  the  time  they 
join  the  Real  Wbdd 

With  so  many  financial  opportunities  at  various  schods  across  the 

country  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  to  spend  four  tiroes  the  cost  at  a 
“prestigious”  school  Many  of  these  schools  have  their  ranks  validated 
Ity  US  News  and  World  R^mt.  But  what  does  a  magazine  prove?  Will 
pointing  to  your  school’s  rank  dear  your  debt  or  ensure  you  a  richer 
universitjz  ^sjierience? 


“I  would  pick  the  place  I  ^ 
the  happiest  at  and  worry  about  the  lo 
later.  Having  a  fun,  exdting  coll^  eaqrerr- 
ence  is  more  important  to  me.” 

—  Amanda  Coen,  I 


“I’dprobablydKxisevvhichevercoBeige 
more  of  my  boys  are  going  to.  Monqr  isn't  tte 
most  important  tfair^  making  sure  you  dofft 
end  up  at  the  same  coU^  as  ‘cltt«e’  is.” 

—  %an  Collins,  I 


“I’d  pick  my  top  choice  because.yQa 
don't  want  to  go  to  a  school  where^l 
wouldn’t  be  happy.  Money  is  son«tfaipi 
you  can  worry  about  later.”  ' 

“  — Deirdre  Watson,  I 
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Forum:  Letters  to  the  Editor  — 

The  Perils  of  Indifference 


By  Thomas  Graziano,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Last  year,  my  enrollment  in  the 
Facing  History  and  Ourselves  course — a 
class  dedicated  to  examining  the  less 
delicate  aspects  of  the  20th  century — 
seemed  especially  appropriate  given  the 
genocide  waging  concurrently  in  Sudan. 
I  knew  that  the  violence  in  Darfur  had 
been  occurring  since  February  of  2003. 
I  was  angered  to  discover,  however, 
that,  besides  dispatching  a  hopelessly 
undersupplied  African  Union  force,  little 
was  being  done  to  help  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Sudanese  imperiled  by  their 
own  government. 

The  situation  has  improved  some¬ 
what  since  then,  largely  due  to  the  out¬ 
spokenness  of  a  core  of  dedicated  activ¬ 
ists.  The  aforementioned  African  Union 
force  has  grown,  and  its  mandate  has 
evolved  to  include  the  protection  of  civil¬ 
ians.  There  is  even  talk  of  having  a  larger 
UN  force  brought  into  the  region. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  the  kill¬ 
ing  continues  and  even  has  spilled  over 
international  lines.  For  the  estimated 
400,000  who  have  already  died,  it  is  too 
late.  Their  senseless  deaths  call  to  mind 
the  murders  that  took  place  in  the  Holo¬ 
caust,  Rwanda  and  Bosnia;  as  always,  a  be¬ 
lated  cry  of  “Never  Again”  impassionedly 
follows.  James  Bamed-Smith  (I)  argued  in 


his  article,  “The  Perils  of  Interference,” 
last  issue  that  when  it  comes  to  stopping 
atrocities  such  as  these,  the  “right  thing” 
is  not  always 
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JAMES  BARNED-SMITH^S  (I)  ARTICLE  IN  THE  LAST  ISSUE  OF  THE  ARGO* 


crystal  clear. 

I  submit, 
however, 
that  in  cases 
of  unambigu¬ 
ous  genocide, 
to  sit  by  idly 
is  to  be  com- 
plicit  in  the 
perpetrators’ 
crimes. 

First, 
when  dealing 
with  a  government  that  preys  upon  its 
own  citizens  in  massive  genocidal  atroci¬ 
ties — such  as  in  Sudan,  where  a  21-year 
civil  war  has  claimed  the  lives  of  two  mil- 
Uon — intervention  is  a  far  more  appropri¬ 
ate  term  than  Barned-Smith’s  “interfer 
ence.”  States  necessarily  forfeit  some  sov¬ 
ereignty  when  they  practice  such  wanton 
cruelty  on  their  citizens.  Barned-Smith 
argues  that  when  intervention  occurs,  the 
“tensions  that  led  to  the  genocide  have 
not  been  played  out,”  which  could  lead 
to  future  violence.  How  should  tensions 
of  this  kind  be  played  out?  Allowing  the 
tension  to  “play  out”  would  lead  only 
to  immediate  and  incredible  destruc¬ 
tion — not  only  of  the  nation’s  infrastruc¬ 


ture,  but  also  of  its  human  population. 
I  have  seen  the  concentration  camps  at 
Auschwitz,  Theresienstadt,  Plazsow  and 
Majdanek. 
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been  allowed 
to  “play  out”? 
Ethnic  hatred  might  very  well  flare  up  in 
the  future.  This  potential  reemergence 
is  no  justification,  however,  for  us  to  sit 
back  and  watch  idly  right  now. 

Besides  our  imperative  as  a  fellow 
nation  to  answer  to  an  emergency,  the 
long-term  stability  of  an  entire  region 
is  at  stake.  Several  hundred  thousand 
refugees  have  fled  west  into  neighboring 
Chad,  an  impoverished  nation  under  a 
military  dictatorship.  The  perpetrators 
in  Sudan — the  janjaweed,  members  of  a 
grassroots  ethnic-Arab  militia  financed 
by  the  Khartoum  government — have 
followed  these  innocent  people  over 
the  border,  harassing  them  along  with 
new  targets  in  Chad.  If  the  latter  nation 


of  nearly  10  million  with  its  tottering 
government  should  fall,  the  result  would 
be  the  dissolution  of  that  state.  In  other 
words,  a  blood-soaked,  anarchic  safe- 
haven  that  terrorists  crave  would  be 
created. 

Indeed,  from  1991  to  1996,  Osama 
bin  Laden  was  given  asylum  by  the  Su¬ 
danese  government.  It  now  claims  to 
be  aiding  the  US.  in  its  War  on  Terror. 
This  fact,  more  than  anything  besides 
Sudan’s  oil  wealth,  has  stymied  efforts 
to  have  intervention  be  taken  seriously 
by  the  highest  levels  of  our  government. 
Remaining  quiet  on  Sudan’s  crimes  pro¬ 
vides  a  dubious  ally  in  the  fight  against 
terror.  It  also,  however,  risks  creating  just 
the  kind  of  state  in  which  the  Osama  bin 
Ladens  of  the  world  thrive. 

The  truth  is,  when  we  remain  silent 
in  the  face  of  a  genocide  that  has  been 
a  widely  reported  and  visible  event  for 
the  past  three  years,  we  do  condone  it, 
even  if  passively.  A  major  failing  of  the 
global  community  thus  far  has  been  that 
all  its  efforts  are  reactive,  not  proactive. 
Lengthy,  complex  trials  of  genocidal 
ringleaders  years  after  the  atrocities  have 
taken  place  may  serve  a  modicum  of 
justice.  However,  until  a  mechanism — or 
more  importantly,  the  will — to  stop  geno¬ 
cide  is  developed,  we  can  only  expect 
further  cries  of  “Never  Again”  as  the  21st 
century  grinds  on. 


Graver  Problem  at  Hand 


By  Rachel  Jarnes,  I 

CoimuBUTiNG  Writer 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  Emo.  It  is  not  a  race,  a 
creed  nor  an  inherent  trait  in  a  human 
being.  Having  real  emotions  is  a  wonder 
fiil  thing.  Following  a  trend  characterized 
by  stereotypical  hairstyles,  tight  clothing 
and  wristbands  to  match  multiple  pairs  of 
Converse  sneakers,  however,  is  not  a  “life¬ 
style”  to  be  protected  by  the  commimity 
Emo  is  a  fad,  or  a  fashion  statement  at 
best,  and  an  MTV-generated  hot  topic  for 
pre-teens  otherwise.  It  is  not  just  about 
the  music.  What  critics  mock  (and  in  a 
much  less  severe  way  than  racism  or  big¬ 
otry)  are  the  hair,  the  clothes,  the  whin¬ 
ing,  et  cetera.  As  Daniel  Ferris  (I)  wrote 
in  the  Register-.  “That  love  cut  my  wildly 
combed  hair  /  ^^th  the  cruel  scissors  of 


the  odious  phrase.”  Which  reminds  me: 
the  horrible,  contrived  poetry  is  a  subject 
for  mockery,  as  well. 

Miles  Stafford’s  (II)  article  last  is¬ 
sue  brings  up  a  real 
problem  within  our 
school  and  society. 

A  problem  that 
greatly  contradicts 
the  statement  our 
“society  has  finally 
told  them  that  it  is 
wrong  to  hate  on 
account  of  their  skin 
color,  rehgious  creed 
or  sexuality.”  Ironi¬ 
cally,  Stafford  then 
continues  to  make 
the  following  assertions: 

“Emo  males  tend  to  be  described  as 
being  overly  effeminate  and  cowardly.” 


“On  any  typical  school  day,  one  can 
walk  down  the  halls  and  hear  people  refer 
to  emp  as  ‘gay’  ‘depressing’  and  the  one 
that  I  find  particularly  unsettling,  ‘for 
fags.’”^ 

Emo  I  It’s 

conception 
mind  where  is  that  emo 
fcejc”  Emo  »  <  -g  u  y  s  are 
«*mo^de  Vusses.’” 

ex’girlmenos  _ 

ior.KidsiHw  ^ 

Are  Ubeled  ^^ese  StatC 
Ms  “emo**  sre  merits  not 

often  stereo-  imply  a 
pp^es  W 

graver  prob¬ 
lem  in  our 
society?  Even 
Mr.  Stafford,  surely  the  most  “emotion¬ 
ally-charged”  and  peersensitive  boy  in  our 
school,  cannot  hear  the  implications  in  his 


own  writing.  The  biggest  problem  we  have 
is  homophobia.  There  is  a  real  group  of 
people  who  are  unable  to  go  home  at  night 
as  themselves.  There  are  those  who  need 
to  don  disguises  around  their  relatives  and 
loved  ones.  That  hardly  sounds  accepting 
to  me.  Members  of  the  Emo  crowd  are 
not  asked  to  cut  their  hair,  put  on  guys’ 
jeans  and  pop  in  a  rap  CD  to  hide  their 
own  identities.  The  fact  that  Stafford’s 
biggest  complaint  is  that  emo  males  are 
stereotyped  as  being  “effeminate”  and 
called  “fags,”  as  a  result,  makes  me  want 
to  cry.  Emo  is  a  look  that  people  adopt 
to  draw  attention  to  themselves.  It’s  for 
show,  and  it  is  a  joke.  The  real  problem  is 
buried  far  deeper.  No  “tell-them-not-to- 
say-gay”  week.  Facing  History-style,  is 
going  to  change  or  reverse  it. 

There  is  a  problem  at  our  school. 
But  it  is  certainly  not  Emo-bashing. 


By  Miles  SxamMtD,  n 

Ccmmra>nVfwitak 

In  the  21st  century  in  ecomitry’thst 
Advertises  itself  as  a  beecon  of  freedom, 

-we  frod  oorsebres  freed  with  a  new  kind 
of  ndicalcms  b^otx^  People  nowmdi^  Aze 
so  bored  with  their  middle^xlAss  limbo 
ensteskce  uuw  thet  societ^r  hes 

MILES  STAFFORD'S  (II)  ARTICLE  IN  THE  LAST  ISSUE  OF  THE  ARGO. 


By  Rebecca  Ray,  MPH  & 
Carrie  Reiger,  MEd 

Healthy  Futures:  Director  and  EoucAitMt 

It  has  become  clear  that  there  is  a  lot 
of  confusion  about  the  reason  Healthy  Fu¬ 
tures  was  asked  to  come  into  your  school, 
and  about  the  purpose  of  the  program. 
Our  program  was  created  to  inform  and 
equip  teens  about  the  choice  to  postpone 
sexual  activity  imtil  a  faithful,  lifelong  rela- 
tionshif) — the  healthiest  choice  in  light  of 
the  risks  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
unplanned  pregnancy  and  the  emotional 
impact  sex  can  have  on  an  individual.  It 
has  been  our  experience  that  teens  need 
this  information  and  are  not  receiving 
it  from  typical  sexuality  education  pro¬ 
grams.  It  is  to  fill  this  void  that  Healthy 
Futures  exists. 

This  is  our  third  year  teaching  at 
Boston  Latin  School,  and  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  hundreds  of  written  comments 
from  students  over  the  years  thanking  tiS 
for'COnfiing  and  for  educating  them  about ' 
thiS’iWipOrfanf  and'o'ften-heglecred  tdfiic.' 


A  Very  Healthy  Future 


Bv  SaUANTSA  Kutman,  m 


Below  are  only  a  few: 

“Before  this  class,  I  didn’t  know 
why  it  was  so  important  to  stay  abstinent. 

I  learned  about  all  the 
risks  and  stress  that  come 
along  with  sex.  This  class 
was  great!”  -loth  grade 
female 

“I  liked  how  they  ,^-*.«rinAnwiic., 

...  ,  '  w<tiaDkatB<lsabac(Btbansttiaeat 

didnt  try  to  convince  us .  - 

that  sex  was  bad,  just  that 
it  should  only  be  done 
at  the  right  time.”  -loth 
grade  female 

“It  is  a  great  class, 
and  it  really  informed 


in  the  past.”  -loth  grade  male 

“Thanks  for  talking  to  us.  I  feel  a  lot 
smarter  about  sex  now  and  now  I’m  more 


Sexual  "Education" 


lAACOKAtA  iafrnBAtioa  was 

mp  StudABts  All  over  tbv  BAtiea 
boefi  mcnteAted  wttb  rKrtr  fausc^ 

A  CAlifrtBiA  zcpceseaeAtrrc,  Kescj 


bow  tBAcevneA  bai^  oi  tboM  *> 
MX  cd  diSMA  ATB  OtoA 
bcAvi^  or[^ABUAtic 

Cmmmwaty 

AJhtimimtt  giWotfwt  (SPRANG,  i 

CAA^ICS  OOOESCS  io  25  MBttA. ''OEkOBAA 

OB  tbe  topic:  *B  of  tbe  s}  cofskolA 

SAMANTHA  KAUFMAN’S  (III)  ARTICLE  IN  THE  LAST  ISSUE  OF  THE  ARGO. 


dveOUMB  of  SAX  frds  obBOSt  ABAcbtO^ 
nMBC.Wttboiule'hAittdAAABdlOBIBf  OB 
■boot  "the  binfa  Bui  the  boos.* 

Hato^  do  wo  dink  of  AbstmoBoe' 


me  enough  that  I  can  make  an  informed 
decision  if  I  want  to  have  sex.”  -loth 
grade  male 

“Abstaining  from  sex  doesn’t  mean 
something  terrible;  you  can  enjoy  a 
relationship  without  sex.”  -loth  grade 


positive  that  I  won’t  make  a  mistake  I’ll 
regret  later  on.”  -ioth  grade  female 

The  author  of  the  article  about 
Healthy  Futures  is  correct  in  saying  that 
students  should  have  a  problem  with 
being  misinformed.  This  is  why  we  at 


-female  '  v  Healthy  Futures  go  to  great  lengths  to 

'  “The  most  impoitam  thing  rieiriiei}”  maM'  Vu'r'e  fhiV  hlLof  the  mF()rih3tioq  w’e 

was  thae-ofi^can  Yhbo'se  fd  absfairt'firorn  give  students  is  medically  aCCtifkte‘,"’cJiifi-'‘ ' 
sex  eVeriff'  they  Wve  hiide  dther  dhoitts  '■'ing'frbiTi  slich  ^duft'es  as'  tfi'eUerit'ef's  for 


Disease  Control,  the  Alan  Guttmacher 
Institute  and  the  National  Campaign  to 
Prevent  Teen  Pregnancy. 

Choosing  to  wait  to  have  sex  is 
not  easy,  and  many  students  making  or 
considering  this  choice  are  helped  by  the 
resources  Healthy  Futures  provides.  Even 
students  who  are  not  making  this  choice 
can  benefit  from  the  relationship  educa¬ 
tion  and  discussions  about  setting  limits 
and  saying  “no”  to  pressure. 

Sex  is  a  beautiful,  intimate  expres¬ 
sion  of  love  and  commitment,  and  the  saf¬ 
est  place  to  enjoy  sex  and  all  of  its  benefits 
is  in  a  faithful,  hfelong  relationship.  In 
that  context  the  people  involved  are  most 
protected  from  physical  and  emotional 
health  risks'.  This  is  not  a  value  judgment; 
it  is  a  health  fact. 

We  hope  that  future  articles  writ¬ 
ten  about  Healthy  Futures  will  be  after 
students  have  experienced  the  program, 
so  as  tq ‘prevent  studef^s  jfq^  being  mis; 

■  informed' a^oiii  what  we  db'pf  db.'not  <io’ 
while^e^iiMtihi'  fe'pnV^dvtfh’e  V^i'tle's  ' 

f  v.'o-l  VBT  J  ;i. 

of  sex  today.  , ,  ,  . 
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Trend  in  global  average  surface  temperature 
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Global  Hoaxing  is  Itself  a  Hoax 


By  Kira  Sargent,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


To  put  it  lightly,  I  was  shocked  by 
the  “Global  Hoaxing”  article  in  the  last 
issue  of  the^r^o.  The  author,  a  contribute 
ing  writer  from  Class  II,  tried  to  present 
a  counterargument  to  global  warming  by 
citing  biased  scientists  and  misinterpreted 
data.  I  was  neither  amused  nor  convinced 
by  the  claim.  Perhaps  I  was  offended  by 
the  author’s  reference  to  the  “partially 
informed  masses”  who  are  not  aware  of 
“how  uninformed  they  truly  are  on  the 
topic.”  Or  perhaps  my  naive  optimism  was 
hurt  by  the  statement  that  “people  with 
good  intentions  but  poor  knowledge  usu¬ 
ally  do  very  little  to  solve  anything.  ”  Still,  I 
think  it  is  more  likely  that  “Global  Hoax¬ 
ing”  inspired  this  passionate  reply  simply 
because  global  warming  is  not  a  hoax. 

It  is  a  scientifically  recognized  fact 
that  greenhouse  gases  keep  heat  within 
Earth’s  atmosphere  and  foster  a  warm, 
life-sustaining  temperature.  The  concept 
behind  global  warming  is  that  the  increase 
in  greenhouse  gases,  like  carbon  dioxide, 
methane  and  nitrous  oxide,  leads  to  a 


warmer  temperature  on  Earth.  Although 
many  scientific  breakthroughs  have  come 
from  skeptics  who  sought  different  an¬ 
swers  to  accepted  theories,  there  is  really 
nothing  to  question  with  respect  to  global 
warming. 

The  real  debatable  point  surround¬ 
ing  global  warming  is  whether  or  not 
human  industrial  carbon  dioxide  release 
is  having  an  effect  on  the  environment. 
Since  the  Industrial  Revolution,  coal 
and  other  fossil  fuels  have  increased  the 
amount  of  greenhouse  gases  released  into 
the  atmosphere.  The  author  of  “Global 
Hoaxing”  cites  the  Michael  Crichton 
book  State  of  Fear  to  support  his  claim, 
writing:  “scientists  who  work  for  envi¬ 
ronmental  groups  are  dependent  on  the 
company  or  philanthropist  that  funds 
them.  Thus,  their  conclusions  are  some¬ 
times  biased.”  This  probably  has  some 
truth  to  it,  but  may  I  ask  what  scientist 
is  not  dependent  on  a  financial  donor? 
The  primary  question  regarding  research 
should  concern  its  scientific  accmacy  and 
not  its  cash  box. 

Now,  I  do  not  claim,  to  know  how 
to  differentiate  between  biased  and  unbi¬ 


ased  research.  I  do,  however,  know  how 
to  read  a  temperature  graph.  In  “Global 
Hoaxing,”  the  author  bases  most  of  his 
argument  on  the  following  detail:  “from 
1940  to  1970,  carbon  dioxide  levels  rose 
from  310  parts  per  million  (ppm)  to  325 
ppm,  but  global  temperatures  fell  .15 
degress  Celsius.”  He  argues  that  if  global 
warming  were  really  having  an  effect,  as 
carbon  dioxide  levels  rise,  the  tempera¬ 
ture  should  also  rise.  I  agree,  but  also  it  is 
important  to  keep  the  “bigger  picture”  in 
mind.  It  is  clear  from  the  United  Nations 
Environment  Programme’s  graph  entitled 
“Trend  in  global  average  surface  tempera¬ 
ture”  that  from  i860  to  2000,  the  earth’s 
temperature  rose  about  i  degree  Celsius, 
despite  a  minor  dip  from  1940  to  1970. 
Most  strikingly,  the  15  warmest  years  on 
record  have  occurred  since  1980. 

While  the  author  of  “Global  Hoax¬ 
ing”  stated,  “I  believe  that  global  warming 
is  an  overhyped  issue  that  is  based  on  ... 
hearsay  and  unproven  hypotheses,”  the 
media  actually  has  “underhyped”  the' 
facts.  On  February  y,  2006,  The  Boston 
Globe  (via  The  New  Tbrk  Times)  reported 
that  the  public  affairs  staff  of  NASA 


attempted  to  censor  Dr.  James  Hansen, 
chief  of  the  NASA  Institute  for  Space 
Studies.  Hansen  wanted  to  publicize  the 
fact  that  2005  was  the  warmest  year  on 
record. 

Former  Vice  President  A1  Gore 
recently  commented,  “There  are  a  lot  of 
people  who  go  from  denial  to  desperation 
without  the  intermediate  step  of  solving 
the  problem.  It’s  actually  shockingly  easy 
to  reduce  your  [carbon  dioxide]  emissions 
to  zero  and  use  offsets  for  the  remainder. 
We’re  capable  of  doing  big  things.”  Gore 
worked  on  the  United  Nations  Kyoto  Pro¬ 
tocol  for  a  global  reduction  in  pollution, 
which  the  US.  failed  to  ratify 

It  is  true  that  the  Earth  is  dy¬ 
namic  and  always  in  flux,  and  no  scientist 
can  tell  us  what  will  happen  tomorrow 
with  utter  certainty  It  is  naive  and  irre¬ 
sponsible,  however,  to  ignore  the  effect 
humans  have  on  the  environment.  The 
evidence  proving  first  the  greenhouse 
effect,  and  then  the  rise  in  carbon  diox¬ 
ide  emissions,  followed  by  the  warming 
temperature  trend,  leads  to  the  logicd 
conclusion  that  global  warming  is  really 
happening. 


It's  Getting  Hot  in  Here 


By  Pauline  Chong,  in 

CoNTRiBirnNG  Writer 


The  global  temperature  is  rising, 
the  ice  caps  are  melting  and  forever 
changing  the  makeup  of  our  oceans — and 
this  dramatic  increase  in  the  greenhouse 
effect  is  being  caused  by  us,  the  dominant 
species  on  this  planet. 

There  are  many  places  that  will 
be  affected  in  the  future  because  of  the 
choices  we  make,  such  as  whether  or  not 
we  decide  to  ask  our  parents  to  drive  us 
to  school  or  whether  or  not  we  recycle. 
A  few  examples  of  places  that  will  be 
in  trouble  because  of  the  increasing 
global  temperature  are  Chesapeake  Bay, 
the  Swiss  Alps  and  Mount  Kilimanjaro, 
Tanzania. 

Chesapeake  Bay,  located  close  to 
both  Maryland  and  Virginia,  contains 
Poplar  Island.  Although  Poplar  Island 
used  to  function  as  a  presidential  retreatj 
more  than  99  percent  of  the  surface  area 
has  been  lost  over  the  past  150  years.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  University  of  Alaryland's 
Laboratory  for  Coastal  Research,  rising 
sea  levels  and  lots  of  rain  are  to  blame  for 
this  predicainent.,  Laboratory  resiearcbers 
have  also  found  that  at  least  13  isjaiids^tbat  ^ 
used’td  be  in  Cbesapeake  Bay  ate.nPV  , 
gone;  they  were  here  when  the  Europe¬ 
ans  first  set  foot  in  America.  The  culprit: 


those  same  rising  sea  levels  to  which  we 
have  directly  contributed. 

Many  animals,  such  as  Atlantic 


ski  industry — or  anything  else  for  that 
matter.  Think  of  the  poor  animals  living 
there,  like  the  wolf  and  lynx.  The  Swiss 


MT.  KlUMANJARO  IS  JUST  ONE  PLACE  IN  DANGER  FROM  GLOBAL  WARMING 


bottlenose  dolphins,  muskrats  and  oys¬ 

ters,  will  be  affected  by  the  erosion  as 
'  the  bay’s  watershed 

,  •  to  liya-,  tifa'  we ,  sq  gnxious,  to  take 

^  away  tneir.hpmes?^ 


Alps  depend  on  regular  snowfall,  snow- 
falli  the  United  Nations  Environmental 
Programme  predicts  will  be  significantly, 
reduced  in  the  next, 5p  ypars.  ,  . 

,  And  then  we  haye  Mt.  Kilimaniaro 


,  :  ,  iSiPfic  the  Swiss  Alps, ^e.ejftremely,  ,  .in  Tanzania,  oije  of  the  largest  volcanoes 

vulnerable  to  climate  change,  any  al-  on  earth.  How  do  you  think  global  warm- 
terations  will  not  be  good  news  for  the  ing  will  affect  this  huge  mountain?  Gla¬ 


ciers  in  Mt.  Kilimanjaro’s  polar  regions 
have  shrunk  by  more  than  60  percent 
over  the  last  century.  The  Journal  of  Gla¬ 
ciology  has  mentioned  other 
man-made  factors  behind 
this  mighty  volcano’s  gradual 
change — deforestation,  vol¬ 
canic  activity,  shifting  rainfall 
patterns  and  global  warming 
itself  could  all  play  a  part  in 
the  melting  of  the  glaciers. 

Recycling  seems  to  be 
the  obvious  way  to  try  to 
slow  global  warming,  but  it 
is  not  enough.  Choosing  to 
take  public  transportation  or 
to  carpool  to  school  can  help 
save  valuable  gas.  Not  wast¬ 
ing  electricity  by  turning  off 
lights  is  another  simple  way 
to  slow  down  global  warm¬ 
ing. 

Just  the  fact  that  these 
places  seem  far  off  does  not 

- -  mean  that  global  warming 

will  not  directly  affect  Boston.  When 
something  goes  wrong  ih  the  wild,  it’s 
going  to, eventually  come  back  to  haunt 
us  in  the  city.  So  you’ve  been  infbmiedi 
Tbu  can  try  to  slow  down  the  tisii^  global 
temperature  or  eventually  .perish  in  the 
heat,  water  or  whatever  else  with  which 
Mother  Nature  feels  like  torturing  us. 


WHEN  IN  DOUBT,  BURN  A  FLAG.  DOES  DEMOCRACY  HAVE  AN  EXPIRATION  DATE? 
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By  James  Barned-Smith,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Over  the  six  years  that  have  com¬ 
prised  my  Boston  Latin  School  career, 
I  have  noticed  the  increasing  abuse  of 
the  words  “freedom”  and  “de¬ 
mocracy,”  to  the  point  where,  to 
my  ear,  they  have  been  rendered 
almost  meaningless.  It  may  be,  of 
course,  that  this  has  been  going 
on  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have 
merely  become  more  sensitive 
to  it.  This  does  not  lessen  the 
abuse. 

It  seems  that  whenever 
something  happens  that  anyone 
in  this  country  does  not  like, 
it  becomes  somehow,  in  some 
way,  a  “threat  to  our  freedom.” 

The  September  ii  attacks  were 
an  “attack  on  freedom.”  George 
W.  Bush’s  run  for  a  second  term 
became  about  his  goal  to  “take 
away  the  freedom  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people”  and  was  a  “threat 
to  democracy.”  Gay  marriage 
in  Massachusetts  is  “an  insult 
to  American  freedom,”  or  an 
expression  of  it,  depending  on 
which  side  of  the  fence  you’re 
on. 

The  fact  is  that  all  of  these  three 
examples  are  extremely  important  events 
for  the  United  States.  That  said,  discus¬ 
sion  of  these  events  should  not  be  cen¬ 
tered  around  a  now  almost  meaningless 
concept.  What  is  freedom?  It  has  become 
a  cliche,  a  meaningless  word  tacked  on 
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"Let  Freedom  Ring..." 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


to  anything  serious  to  try  to  make  people 
outraged.  It  is  what  people  say  when  they 
have  nothing  else  to  say,  except  how  an¬ 
gry  and  disenfranchised  they  are. 

“Democracy”  is  much  the  same. 
Somehow,  Americans  have  gotten  the 


and  doomed  to  failure.  Americans,  like 
Communists,  have  an  unfortunate  habit 
of  trying  to  export  their  values  the  world 
over,  be  it  by  culture  (through  movies, 
books,  music,  television  or  any  other 
conceivable  media  outlet)  or  by  force  (the 


idea  that  there  is  exactly  one  moral, 
effective  form  of  government — exactly 
one  form  of  government  that  allows  its 
people  to  be  “free.”  That  form  of  gov¬ 
ernment  is,  in  short,  our  own.  And,  of 
course,  any  nation  that  does  not  feature 
democracy  based  on  the  American  model 
as  its  government  is  hopelessly  flawed 


current  war  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  for 
instance).  President  Woodrow  Wilson  es¬ 
poused  in  his  Fourteen  Points  the  idea  of 
self-determination  for  all  peoples.  Sadly, 
the  United  States’  attitude  and  policy 
have  transformed  this  proposal  into  the 
idea  of  “American-style  government  for 
all  peoples,  or  else.” 


Do  I  hate  democracy?  No.  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  another  form  of 
government  that  I  would  rather  have  in 
the  United  States.  I  also,  however,  do  not 
view  it  as  the  be-all,  end-all  of  govern¬ 
ment.  What  works  for  us  may  not  work 
for  another  nation.  What  we  want 
may  not  be  what  other  countries 
want.  And,  sad  to  say,  American 
democracy  win  not — cannot — ^last 
forever,  however  well-entrenched 
it  may  be.  As  the  world  moves  on 
and  changes,  so  too  will  the  needs 
and  desires  of  its  citizens  change. 
One  of  the  best  things  about  our 
country’s  government  is  its  ability 
to  change,  and  for  this  reason,  I 
think  it  will  survive  for  a  good 
while  yet.  Eventually,  however, 
it  simply  won’t  work  anymore. 
Democracy  will  go  out  of  fashion. 
Will  that  mean  the  death  of  “free¬ 
dom?”  No.  Freedom  is  nothing 
more  than  a  word.  It  died  when 
Sit  ceased  to  be  an  idea. 

V) 

I  And  so,  my  plea  to  the 
^American  people  is  this:  stop 
^abusing  your  language  and  say 
what  you  have  to  say  without 
couching  it  in  doublespeak  calcu¬ 
lated  for  sensationahsm.  We  want 


to  listen,  but  we’re  not  going  to  unless 
you  have  something  to  say. 

And,  on  that  note,  perhaps  democ¬ 
racy  will  die  out  sooner,  rather  than  later. 
Democracy,  after  all,  rehes  on  the  people 
to  have  something  to  say,  but  all  I  hear 
today  is  a  lot  of  noise  and  outrage,  and 
very  httle  reason. 


Sharp  Rhymes 


Welcome  to  Eastie 


By  Olena  Savytska,  n 

Staff  Writer 


Hip-hop  music  has  been  largely 
misconstrued  by  the  American  pub¬ 
lic  as  a  driving  force  of  violence  and 
corruption.  WTiile  it  is  true  that  this  genre 
of  music  incorporates  reciuring  themes  of 
aggression  and  drug  abuse,  these  themes 
represent  issues  that  are  famihar  to  much 
of  the  country  Rappers  use  episodes  from 
their  own  lives  to  color  their  music,  cre¬ 
ating  a  sociological  history  of  the  world 
today,  made  vivid  through  individuality 
and  emotion.  Rappers  seldom  touch  upon 
global  issues.  They  prefer  instead  to  zoom 
in  on  themselves  as  part  of  the  world.  The 
purpose  of  hip-hop  is  to  share  the  often 
negative  experiences  of  everyday  life,  not 
to  promote  such  a  life. 

Music  has  not  traditionally  been 
a  highly  personal  form  of  art:  national 
anthems,  war  songs  and  abstract  classi¬ 
cal  compositions  have  dominated  music 
until  the  20th  century.  Jazz  and  rock 
were  the  first  Western  musical  forms  to 
incorporate  uniqueness  and  personality. 
Hip-hop,  however,  is  not  just  music  to 
which  listeners  can  relate.  It  deals  with 
broadly  universal  sentiments  such  as  love 
and  peace.  It  is  the  modernist  novel,  the 
stream-of-consciousness  narrative,  of  the 
music  world. 

Much  like  Shakespeare’s  plays,  hip- 
hop  explores  the  down-to-earth  aspects 
of  Ufe.  Like  these  immortal  works  of 
literature,  hip-hop  has  been  associated 
with  “the  worst  our  country  has  to  offer,” 
as  national  journahst  Brent  Staples  puts 
it.  Both  expose  us  to  the  issues  of  steal¬ 
ing,  cheating,  infidelity,  drinking,  poverty 
and  abuse.  Listeners  are  drawn  to  hip-hop 
'  because  th^  find  that  it  mirrors  everyday 
life,  Sometirhes  revealing  flaws  that  soci¬ 
ety  as  a  whole' fries  to  cover  up.  These 


flaws,  such  as  unemployment,  homeless¬ 
ness,  street  crimes  and  domestic  violence, 
frequently  turn  people  against  hip-hop. 
These  problems,  however,  should  not  be 
dismissed  simply  because  the  president 
does  not  make  them  a  major  part  of  his 
national  agenda.  Since  hip-hop  happens 
to  deal  with  the  unattractive  sides  of  this 
country,  hip-hop  itself  has  been  labeled 
a  problem. 

Critics  claim  that  hip-hop  is  a 
“misogynist”  music  form.  While  it  is 
true  that  rappers  such  as  Lil’  Wayne 
good-humoredly  ask  girls  to  “give  him  lil’ 
thigh,/  mama,  give  him  hi’  hip,”  magazines 
like  Cosmopolitan,  written  by  women  for 
women,  explicitly  encourage  women  to 
be  “sexy,”  “sultry”  and  “seductive.”  Given 
hip-hop’s  diary-Uke  quality,  descriptions 
of  the  appeal  of  the  opposite  sex  are  not 
inexcusable.  They  are  natural. 

Hip-hop  is  painful  to  the  ear  of  the 
successful  American  because  it  explores 
the  foundation  of  the  American  Dream — 
and  finds  it  brittle  and  rotten.  Rappers 
sport  diamond-laden  watches  from 
Jacob  the  Jeweler,  but  they  churn  out 
unadorned  rhymes  that  document  life  in 
the  shadows  of  America.  Eminem  openly 
appeals  to  his  listeners:  “But  put  your 
self  in  my  position/  just  try  to  envision/ 
witnessing  your  mama  poppin’/  prescrip¬ 
tion  pills  in  the  kitchen.. .going  through 
public  housing  systems.”  For  those  of  us 
who  fail  to  see  hip-hop  as  the  unique  and 
amazingly  well-suited  art  form  that  it  is, 
Keats  tells  us  that  “beauty  is  truth,  truth 
beauty — that  is.. .all  ye  need  to  know.” 
And  that  is  precisely  what  constitutes 
hip-hop — bare  truth,  “explicit  content” 
that  holds  no  morals  and  makes  no 
advertisernents.  It  is  not  the  sweet  and 
equivocal  voice  of  Lucifer,  but  the  earnest 
cry  of  distress  of  an  innocent  sp.ul-vthe 
soul  of  America.  . ' 


By  Matthew  Manning,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  many 
members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  com¬ 
munity  are  unfamiliar  with  my  hometown. 
East  Boston.  Because  of  the  massive  num¬ 
ber  of  students  residing  in  the  Dorches¬ 
ter  and  West  Roxbury  areas,  many  are 
unaware  that  East  Boston  even  exists. 
Among  the  seas  of  Irish-bom  “Southie” 
and  “Westie”  kids,  however,  the  classic 
Italian  East  Bostonian  male  can  be  spotr 
ted  from  a  mile  away 

From  a  distance,  it’s  not  hard  to  pick 
out  an  Eastie  kid.  First  off,  when  mak¬ 
ing  direct  eye  contact,  you  may  become 
confused  for  a  moment  and  think  that 
you’re  staring  at  the  sun:  that’s  because 
the  pounds  of  jewelry  typically  worn  by 
an  Eastie  reflect  the  light  with  a  blinding 
glare.  Another  tell-tale  sign  is  the  year- 
round  taimed  skin.  Eastie  Italians  caiuiot 
bear  to  go  one  day  without  having  the 
complexion  of  a  roast  turkey,  so  they  sup¬ 
plement  the  cold  weather  with  frequent 
visits  to  the  taiuiing  beds.  If  East  Boston 
had  as  many  libraries  as  tanning  parlors, 
we  would  be  the  besMead  population  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi. 

Another  common  trait  among  the 
Eastie  goumbas  is  the  hairstyle.  For  those 
who  are  unaware,  a  goumba  is  a  name  for 
a  stereotypical  Italian-American,  derived 
ftom  the  Italian  word  compapw,  meaning 
companion.  Goumbas  will  not  leave  the 
house  without  gel  in  their  hair  under  any 
circrrmstance.  The  gel  is  primarily  used  to 
create  the  blowout  effect,  where  the  hair 
is  gelled  up  and  back.  Also,  beards  and 
sideburns  are  always  lined  up  perfectly 
to  Mtch,  thp  ipppaculately  ,  filoriyp-qut  , 
spikes. 

,  *  “x  ,  I  M  .  t  I  t  F  -  •  •  ^  I  « 

. ,Wpll-t;anned,  gold-clad .  goumt^s 

are  also  notorious,  for  their  ,  unique  cloth¬ 


ing  choices.  To  them,  Abercrombie  and 
Fitch  or  American  Eagle  means  nothing. 
In  Eastie,  it  is  mandatory  to  wear  Ecko, 
RocaWear  and  Timberland.  Needless  to 
say,  you  would  be  searching  for  days  if  you 
tried  to  find  an  Eastie  kid  wearing  one  of 
those  Polo  Caps  that  are  popular  in  other 
sections  of  the  city 

Flidden  under  the  layers  of  Ecko 
apparel  is  the  required  East  Boston  com¬ 
munication  device:  the  Nextel  cell  phone. 
Goumbas  can’t  be  bothered  waiting  the 
extra  20  seconds  to  make  an  actual  tele¬ 
phone  call.  Instead,  they  communicate  ex¬ 
clusively  through  the  use  of  walkie-talkies. 
On  these  Nextel  cell  phones,  there  is  most 
likely  a  replaced  cover  with  an  Italian  flag 
or  a  picture  of  A1  Pacino  ftom  the  movie 
Scarface. 

If  you  still  cannot  recognize  an  Eastr 
ie  kid  by  appearance  alone,  you  will  defi¬ 
nitely  be  able  to  recognize  him  if  you  talk 
to  him.  Some  phrases  and  words  you  will 
certainly  hear  include  “I  swear  to  God;” 
the  word  “kid,”  used  to  start  nine  out  of 
ten  sentences;  and  the  word  “mad,”  used 
to  indicate  a  great  amount  of  something. 
Another  essential  is  the  excessive  use  of 
profanity  in  almost  every  form  of  speech. 
Coupled  with  these  distinct  phrases  are 
numerous  hand  gestures.  One  of  my  fa¬ 
vorites  is  the  classic  gesture  showing  fhis- 
tration,  the  waving  of  the  fist  followed  by 
the  biting  of  a  knuckle.  A  normal  goumba 
statement  may  be,  “Kid,  I  swear  to  God, 
my  teacher  gave  us  mad  homework  to¬ 
night.”  This  would  be  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  by  waving  a  fist  at  nothing,  biting 
a  knuckle,  and  then  adjusting  a  Nextel 
phone  clipped  on  his  belt  buckle. 

The  next  time  you  catch  a  flash  of 
gleaming, golden-light  walking  past  you  in 
l;^e  hall,yoq’ll  know  that  you  have  encoun- 
;  terednn.East  Bostonian.,  Kid,  I -swear-, to 
God,  you  better  have  enjoyed  this  article. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Ignorant  in  America 


By  Queen  Arsem-O'Malley,  IV 

Staff  Writf,r 


I  have  lived  in  Boston — a  liberal, 
outspoken  and  political  city — for  my 
entire  life.  My  entire  family  stays  in¬ 
formed  about  current  political  events, 
and  my  parents  often  discuss  politics 
with  their  friends.  Both  Tie  Boston 
Globe  and  The  New  York  Times  are  deliv¬ 
ered  to  my  house.  I  can  usually  explain 
the  basics  of  major  current  events  to 
friends,  and  I  write  for  the  Argo.  You 
may  think,  then,  that  here  is  a  girl  who 
is  relatively  well-informed  about  inter 
national  events  and  the  world  around 
her  for  a  high  school  freshman.  Think 
again. 

Thanks  to  nine  years  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Boston  Public  Schools 
system,  I  have  taken  six  years’  worth 
of  history.  I  have  studied  ancient  cul¬ 
tures  in  the  fourth,  sixth,  eighth  and 
ninth  grades.  I  have  studied  prehis¬ 
toric  humans  three  times,  and  Ameri¬ 
can  History  up  to  the  Revolutionary 
War  twice.  Through  research  projects 
and  books  assigned  in  English  class, 
I  know  a  respectable  amount  about 
World  War  II.  But  ask  me  about  World 
War  I,  and  I  will  be  forced  to  phone  a 
friend,  poll  the  audience  or  eliminate 


two  of  the  choices.  Ask  me  to  name 
a  major  event  from  1942  to  the  pres¬ 
ent,  in  any  country  including  America, 
and  I  can  probably  only  tell  you  that 
the  Watergate  scandal  occurred,  with 
my  knowledge  limited  to  the  scope  of 
Forrest  Gump.  I  barely  understand  how 
the  U.S.  government  works,  let  alone 
details  about  this  country’s  relation¬ 
ships  with  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Out  of  the  25  Boston  Latin  School 
freshmen  surveyed,  only  nine  of  them 
knew  the  basic  idea  behind  the  recent 
riots  in  France;  13  of  them  knew  about 
the  three  immigration  bills  wending 
their  way  through  the  legislative  pro¬ 
cess;  and  13  understood  the  reasons 
behind  the  Israeli-Palestinian  con¬ 
flict.  Many  students  complained  that 
they  knew  absolutely  nothing  about 
geography.  “Over  the  past  few  years,  it 
has  shocked  me  that  I  never  learned 
geography,”  said  Megan  Hiserodt  (IV). 
“Each  year  I  was  supposed  to  learn 
[it],  the  curriculum  was  changed  to 
cover  other  material.” 

People  can  go  through  life  know¬ 
ing  little  about  the  ancient  Egyptians’ 
accomplishments,  and  believe  it  or 
not,  they  will  survive.  But  the  trend 
we  are  now  seeing  in  young  adults  who 
are  out  of  touch  with  recent  history 


and  current  events  is  a  dangerous  one. 
Not  many  kids  today  read  the  news¬ 
paper  regularly  or  thoroughly,  so  they 
have  little  idea  about  major  issues 
being  discussed  in  the  international 
community.  These  events  may  not 
greatly  affect  our  day-to-day  lives  now, 
but  they  do  affect  the  future  of  the 
international  community;  they  will  no 
doubt  impact  the  economic  environ¬ 
ment  in  which,  all  too  soon,  we  will  be 
living  and  working  independently. 

If  the  Latin  School’s  history  de¬ 
partment  could  only  revise  the  current 
history  curriculum,  and  allot  just  one 
day  a  week  to  discuss  current  events  in 
class,  then  students  would  understand 
much  better  what  is  happening  in  the 
world  around  them.  This  knowledge 
may  also  encourage  them  to  be  more 
politically  involved — a  necessary  in¬ 
centive  in  a  country  where  a  mere  55.3 
percent  of  registered  voters  voted  in 
the  last  presidential  election. 

I  may  not  know  a  great  deal 
about  international  politics,  but  I  do 
know  that  a  large  portion  of  the  world 
sees  the  United  States  as  a  greedy,  lazy 
and  ignorant  country.  Judging  by  our 
school's  curriculum  on  national  and 
international  history,  I  would  have  to 
agree  with  the  last  claim. 


Don't  Step  on  Iran  Yet 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  III 

CoNTRiBimNG  Writer 


Last  year,  Max  Macrides  (I)  wrote 
an  article  for  tBcArgo  about  how  to  deal 
with  North  Korea’s  nuclear  ambitions. 
He  believed  that  the  only  viable  way  to 
handle  the  issue  was  to  impose  nuclear 
sanctions  and  to  “starve  it  out.”  This 
tactic  would  have  been  easy  enough, 
as  all  the  other  nations  in  the  region 
except  China  have  cut  off  diplomatic 
ties  with  North  Korea.  It  controls  no 
major  choke  points  in  global  trade  and 
has  no  important  resources.  In  short. 
North  Korea  is  pretty  much  ostracized 
by  the  global  community. 

In  the  case  of  Iran  and  nuclear 
technology,  however,  the  issue  becomes 
more  fickle.  Many  want  to  sanction 
Iran  as  well  for  its  refusal  to  stop  its 
uranium  enrichment  program,  and  the 
Bush  administration  is  even  consider¬ 
ing  using  military  force  if  Iran  does 
not  comply.  Unfortunately,  Iran  is  not 
North  Korea.  Different  methods  are 
required,  and  the  fact  is  that  general 
sanctions  and  military  intervention  are 
not  among  them. 

Iran  has  a  high  degree  of  geopo¬ 
litical  importance.  Not  only  does  it 
possess  large  petroleum  reserves,  but 
it  can  also  exert  control  over  the  vital 
Strait  of  Hormuz,  which  is  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Persian  Gulf  into  the  Indian 
Ocean.  Every  day,  about  84  million 
barrels  of  crude  oil  are  shipped  all  over 
the  world.  Approximately  16  million  of 
those  barrels  are  loaded  into  tankers  in 
the  Persian  Gulf  and  thus  need  to  pass 
through  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  past  week,  the  Revolutionary 
Guard — the  most  highly  disciplined 
branch  of  the  Iranian  military — has 
tested  several  new  missiles  and  torpe¬ 
does.  One  of  the  weapons,  the  surface- 
to-sea  Kowsar  missile,  was  tested  right 
at  the  Straits  of  Hormuz.  Iranian  media 
clakiled  that' the  BHs'sile'fs'^fi^iMtiht-to 
'scramblirig-aiid-has'  advahttd  tdm’cite- 
xontfol  anif  searching  syste'riis.'  This 
is  a  thinly  veiled  threat 'to  oil  tankers 


passing  through  this  vital  choke  point. 
It  was  enough  to  cause  the  global  oil 
price  to  rise  to  $68  a  barrel. 

Iran  itself  also  controls  a  large 
number  of  oil  reserves.  If  widespread 
sanctions  were  imposed,  then  the 
Iranians  could  easily  stop  the  export 
of  oil,  causing  a  surge  in  global  oil 
prices,  hitting  especially  hard  in  East 
and  South  Asia.  Considering  the  outra¬ 
geous  prices  at  the  pumps  last  year,  a 
repeat  of  such  events  is  unacceptable. 
And  all  the  extra  money  will  be  flowing 
back  to  the  refiners  and  OPEC,  which 
has  Iran  as  one  of  its  founders.  Aerial 
bombings  of  Iran’s  nuclear  facilities 
are  just  unacceptable,  considering  the 
economic  implications  and  how  thin 
our  troops  are  already  stretched. 

Iran  is  also  the  world’s  largest 
Islamic  theocracy.  Radical  clerics  and 
mullahs  are  the  norm  in  that  country. 
Past  intelligence  has  shown  that  Iran 
supports  certain  terrorist  activities  by 
funneling  money,  weapons  and  materiel 
to  major  groups  such  as  Hezbollah  in 
Lebanon.  Its  own  agents  are  also  widely 
dispersed  throughout  the  world,  usu¬ 
ally  attached  to  its  embassies.  If  any 
aggressive  action  is  taken  by  the  U.S., 
Iran’s  president  Mahmoud  Ahmadine- 
jad,  an  anti-U.S.  hardliner,  can  just  01^ 
der  agents  and  Hezbollah  to  carry  out 
attacks  on  civilians.  The  most  damage 
will  probably  be  done  in  Iraq,  which  is 
swarmed  with  Iranian  agents.  Hezbol¬ 
lah  can  attack  Israel.  With  the  aid  of 
other  Islamic  terrorist  organizations 
such  as  Al-Qaeda,  these  attacks  can 
be  carried  out  in  Europe  or  even  the 
United  States  itself  Even  mere  sanc¬ 
tions  may  provoke  these  actions.  Thus, 
Iran  must  be  dealt  with  cautiously. 

Then,  there  is  our  image  prob¬ 
lem,  especially  among  Muslims.  Right 
now,  they  see  us  as  greedy  imperialists 
determined  to  destroy  their  faith.  At¬ 
tacking  Iran  does  not  help  our  situa- 
■’tion'  any  fridfe.  If  Would  drily'  aiienate 
our  few  allies  in  the  Middje.^^astf'as 
'iweM'as  the’  Ltaribn  re/ormcrf's  who  are 
■a]^ris’t  Ahmridihejad.  General  sanc¬ 


tions  are  unlikely,  moreover,  because 
two  of  the  permanent  U.N.  Security 
Council  members,  China  and  Russia, 
have  extensive  economic  interests 
there.  A  sanction  will  do  no  good  if 
either  country  conducts  underground 
trade  with  Iran.  Its  most  profitable 
commodity,  oil,  will  continue  to  be 
traded,  while  ordinary  Iranians  will 
be  deprived  of  necessities  such  as 
medicine  and  farming  equipment.  The 
situation  will  become  like  that  of  the 
one  in  Iraq,  with  people  starving  every 
day  and  the  sanction  turning  into  an 
atrocity.  This  just  lowers  our  standing 
in  the  world,  and  other  countries  will 
just  view  us  as  a  big  bully  who  likes  to 
step  on  others. 

Instead  of  military  action  or 
economic  sanctions,  the  U.S.  should 
be  imposing  specialized  sanctions, 
such  as  forbidding  its  citizens  from 
going  to  Iran  and  freezing  the  foreign 
accounts  of  Iran’s  leaders  such  as 
President  Ahmadinejad.  We  should  be 
pressing  for  more  thorough  inspections 
of  their  nuclear  facilities,  such  as  the 
one  in  Isfahan,  which  contains  the 
largest  number  of  centrifuges  critical 
to  uranium  enrichment.  If  the  Iranians 
refuse,  we  can  cite  this  as  evidence 
that  they  are  not  complying  and  have 
something  to  hide.  This  will  cast  Iran 
in  a  substantially  less  favorable  light. 
Neighboring  states  that  feel  threatened 
can  agree  with  our  sanctions  arid  cut  off 
trade  with  Iran.  Thus,  Iran’s  economy 
will  stagnate  and  be  isolated  from  other 
members  of  the  world  community,  like 
North  Korea.  They  might  then  accept 
an  offer  like  Russia’s,  which  has  the 
uranium  enriched  on  Russian  soil  and 
is  then  shipped  into  Iran — preventing 
it  from  building  nuclear  weapons. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  make  such  rash 
decisions  for  this  volatile  situation. 
There  are  always  clever  methods  that 
have  a  high  chance  of  succeeding.  Sanc- 
'tions'arid  military  ihtervehtion  should 
only  bn  last  tes6rt‘s'.  For  now,  exert'orily 
'  light  ^teSSilfn.  I?  Iran  Is  still  persistent, 
then  other  options  will' be  viable. 
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The  Pool  at  BLS 

By  James  Fitzpatrick,  in 

Staff  Writer 


Boston  Latin  School  is  getting 
a  pool.^  I  can’t  believe  it!  No,  not  that 
there’s  going  to  be  a  pool.  That’s  a  lie. 
Rather,  I’m  excited  that  you  haven’t 
given  up  on  me  yet.  If  you’re  still  read¬ 
ing,  congratulations.  I’ve  successfully 
tricked  you  into  reading  yet  another  of 
my  occasionally  (and  only  incidentally) 
funny  articles.  Now  that  you’re  reading, 
I  consider  myself  to  have  a  devoted  read¬ 
ership  of  two:  you,  and  my  mother. 

Well,  what  I’d  like  to  talk  to  you 
about  today  is  Spring.  Now  don’t  get 
me  wrong.  I  like  Spring.  It’s  a  time  of 
year  when  winter  ends  (meaning  base¬ 
ball  starts),  new  life  begins  (meaning 
baseball  starts)  and  the  start  of  the  MLB 
season  (meaning  baseball  starts,  for  the 
acronomically  confused),  But  this  season 
is  not  without  its  dangers,  dangers  so 
absolutely  dangerous  that  the  level  of 
dangerosity  in  writing  this  article  could, 
in  fact,  be  considered.petilous.  Here  are 
a  few  hazards  that  you  may  encounter 
over  your  upcoming  Spring  break: 

"Vard  sales,  I  think,  could  be  ac¬ 
curately  described  as  one  of  the  most 
deadly  of  suburban  threats.  Honestly.  I 
can’t  believe  there  are  people  who  actu¬ 
ally  brag  about  “good  folds”  or  a  “score” 
they  made  at  one  of  these  front-yard 
extravaganzas.  If  sonxething  were  truly 
that  valuable,  would  you  sell  it?  And  if 
you  did,  would  you  take  it  out  of  your 
house,  put  it  in  an  old  cardboard  box  on 
your  front  lawn,  and  have  your  kids  sell 
it?  For  50  cents?  To  someone  who  looks 
like  Elizabeth  Taylor?  I  didn’t  think  so. 
'Ifford  sales,  however,  luckily  enough,  are 
easily  avoided:  just  resist  the  temptation 
to  plan  any  long  drives  through  suburbia 
with  your  mom,  your  aunt,  your  grand¬ 
mother  or  any  older  woman  who  is  a 
selfproclaimed  Cher/CeUne  Dion/Wu 
Tang  Clan  “fanatic,”  for  that  matter. 

Bugs  are  wicked  annoying.  The  fact 
that  they  return,  from  the  disputed  un¬ 
known  location  to  which  they  migrate  in 
the  winter,  is  a  moment  of  joy  for  some 
people  known  as  entomologists  or,  more 
commonly,  weirdos.  Personally,  I  wish 
that  these  people  would  all  just  go  to 
’West  Palm  Beach,  the  scientific  name  for 
bug  heaven,  and  never  come  back. 

Most  of  you,  meaning  my  square- 
root-of-negative-one  fans,  must  think 
I’m  crazy.  But  I’m  not  talking  about 
“normal”  people  wearing  shorts.  No,  I’m 
talking  about  when  your  seemingly  old, 
innocuous,  slightly  overweight  neighbor 
whips  out  the  ol’  baby  blue  cut-offs  as 
soon  as  it  hits  42  degrees  outside.  You 
know  the  story:  you  walk  out  of  your 
house,  your  neighbor  is  calmly  watering 
his  plants  (which  are  oddly  well-grown, 
considering  it’s  the  first  week  of  spring), 
he  stoops  down  and  whoa!  Blinded  for 
Hfe!  Usually,  the  atrocious  sight  of  the  a 
pair  of  pasty  white,  blue-veined  legs  is, 
at  the  least,  manageable,  but  after  four 
months  of  complete  body  coverage,  it’s 
enough  to  bring  tears  to  your  eyes  (as 
your  brain  leaks  out  your  eyeballs,  ears 
and  nose). 

These  commonplace  hazards  have 
been  brou^t  to  you  by  the  SpringAtroc- 
ity  Department  (SAP)  and  the  People 
Opposing  (hitdoors  Problems  (who  are 
also  known  as  the  Committee  Against 
Censorious  Acronyms). 

Well,  this  is  about  that  time  when 
my  article  just  becomes  depressing!)- 
unfunny,  so  I’ll  wrap  it  up  with  one  last 
reiqu’est.  Tm  a^ing  you  to '.laugh  out 
‘Toud  right  now,  so  people  will  ask  you 
what’s  so  fonny  and  you  ,can  hf  nd  them 
"This  paper. .  . . . 
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Laughs,  Lies  and  Lung  Masks 


By  Gregory  Wong,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


I  love  cigarettes.  I  heart  ciga- 
rettes.  I  drool  at  the  sight  of  cigarettes. 
They  are  my  friends.  This  is  the  anat¬ 
omy  of  the  thought  process  that  must 
go  through  Nick  Naylor’s  head  in  the 
new  satire  from  Jason  Reitman,  Thank 
Ton  For  Smoking.  As  the  RR.  head  for 
the  Academy  of  Tobacco  Studies,  Aaron 
Eckhart  plays  an  A-type,  inventive,  di¬ 
dactic  and  unscrupulous  lobbyist  (not 
unlike  the  real  ones).  He’s  handsome, 
takes  control  of  the  wheel,  is  competi¬ 
tive  when  he  needs  to  be  and  is  one 
heU  of  a  loyalist.  Not  only  does  he  pro¬ 
mote  cigarettes,  but  he  also  smokes 
them.  Just  not  around  his  son  (Cameron 
Bright),  because  he  wants  to  be  a  good 
role  model  for  him.  And  therein  lies  the 
dilemma. 

The  story  is  not  new:  we  all  have 


FOR  SMaKING 


seen  a  vigilante  marketing  campaign  try¬ 
ing  to  take  over  the  world  before.  But 


this  film  is  fresh.  A  perfectly  creative 
animated  sequence  (providing  pictorials 
for  the  kids)  precipitates  a  rush  into  a 
marathon  of  smoke,  fire  and  wit.  The  in¬ 
credible  acting  ensemble  raises  the  film 
to  a  higher  echelon:  Robert  Duvall  com¬ 
mands  as  the  merciless  “Captain”  of  the 
Marlboro  ranch;  Katie  Holmes  seduces 
the  tobacco  father  as  a  salacious  report¬ 
er;  Adam  Brody  chats  trenchantly  with 
Naylor  (giving  possibly  the  best  two- 
minute  on-screen  performance  ever)  as 
an  assistant  to  Rob  Lowe,  who  is  a  fa¬ 
natic  of  all  things  Asian;  and  Cameron 
Bright,  as  Nick’s  son,  thinks  the  Ameri¬ 
can  government  is  the  best  in  the  world 
because  of  its  endless  appeals  system. 

Nick  Naylor  is  a  persuader,  a  mas¬ 
ter  of  machination,  a  spin-doctor  and  a 
father,  and  when  in  “parent  mode,”  he 
is  ingeniously  all  of  these.  We  first  see 
Naylor  appear  on  a  talk  show  with  four 
other  people  who  are  all  absolute  anti- 


tobaccoists.  When  the  health  inspector 
charges  him  with  killing  a  certain  boy 
with  lung  cancer,  Naylor  encourages  the 
cancer  patient  to  continue  smoking  and 
to  stay  alive,  because,  as  he  says,  “the 
anti-smoking  people  want  Robin  to  die.” 
Such  is  his  dogma:  you  are  always  right  if 
you  can  prove  the  other  person  is  wrong. 
But  when  it  comes  to  his  relationship 
with  his  estranged  son,  he  doesn’t  have 
much  of  a  clue  as  to  where  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  right  and  wrong  lie.  ’When  Joey 
himself  questions  his  father’s  ability  to 
be  a  role  model,  the  man  with  no  morals 
begins  to  question  his  own  principles. 

Do  not  think  that  this  film  em¬ 
barks  on  a  crusade  to  end  smoking — it 
does  nothing  of  the  sort,  nor  does  it 
ask  why  the  tobacco  industry  does 
what  it  does.  In  no  way  is  there  a  lesson 
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Everyone  Is  Comfortable  in  Scrubs 


By  Alvin  Phu,  II 

'  Staff  Writer 


Typically,  one  sees  hospitals 
on  television  as  being  serious,  drama- 
filled  and  full  of  action.  The  show 
Scrubs,  however,  portrays  a  very  comi¬ 
cal  view  of  hospitals.  The  sitcom  also 
takes  a  large  turn  away  from  others  in 
terms  of  style  and  form.  Scrubs  is  the 
creation  of  Bill  Lawrence,  also  known 
for  his  other  ventures  such  as  Boy  Meets 
World  and  Spin  City.  It  follows  the 
story  of  those  working  at  a  fictional 
hospital  called  Sacred  Heart.  The  main 
character.  Dr.  John  “J.D.”  Dorian  (Zach 
BrafO,  is  a  likeable  newbie  doctor  who 
enters  Sacred  Heart  as  an  intern.  He  is 
also  accompanied  by  an  older  resident 
doctor.  Dr.  Cox  (John  C.  McGinley), 
who  teaches  him  what  it  is  to  be  a 
doctor,  after  many  instances  of  tough 
love  and  much  female  name-calling,  of 
course.  The  staff  also  includes  John’s 
best  friend  Turk  (Donald  Faison),  an 
eccentric  stereotypical  man’s-man 
surgeon.  There  is  also  the  always-inse- 
cure  know-it-all  Dr.  Elliot  Reid  (Sarah 
Chalke),  who  seems  only  able  to  get 
things  right  on  paper  but  never  in  the 
field.  An  attending  nurse,  Carla  Espi¬ 
nosa,  provides  the  voice  of  reason  for 
the  group.  The  mysterious  unnamed 
Janitor  (Neil  Flynn),  who  goes  out  of 


his  way  to  terrorize  J.D.  and  onlyJ.D., 
rounds  out  the  cast. 

Scrubs,  though  highly  underrated, 
is  currently  in  its  fifth  season.  It  has  re¬ 
ceived  critical  praise  and  several  Emmy 
nominations.  The  show  uses  narration, 
quick  pacing 
and  touches 
of  surreal¬ 
ism  which 
distinguish 
it  from  other 
series.  It  also 
complements 
its  comedic 
value  by 
touching  on 
several  dif¬ 
ferent  issues, 
such  as  the 
doctors’  per¬ 
sonal  lives 
and  how  they 
deal  with  the 
deaths  they 

must  face  ev- _ 

ery  day.  Un¬ 
like  other  sitcoms.  Scrubs  is  filmed 
using  a  single  camera,  as  opposed  to 
other  shows  which  use  multiple  camera 
setups.  The  show  is  typically  set  within 
the  hospital  where  the  staff  works.  It  fol¬ 
lows  their  day  to  day  lives  as  they  struggle 
to  impress  their  superiors  in  the  work- 


SCRUBS  ADDS  SOME  HUMOR  TO  THE  HMO 


place  while  trying  to  maintain  a  social 
life.  Scrubs  brings  us  into  the  thoughts 
and  mindsets  of  the  staff  through 
voice-overs  of  the  characters.  Often 
these  brief  monologues  are  also  accom¬ 
panied  by  scenes  of  surreal  escapism 
in  their  day¬ 
dreams. 

The  off¬ 
beat  humor 
and  a  comical 
view  of  hos¬ 
pital  life  are 
what  really 
give  the  show 
its  unique 
sense  of  style. 
For  example, 
J.D.  feels  the 
tneed  to  please 
“every  patient 
She  helps  by 
Sgoing  the  ex- 
otra  mile  that 
lisn’t  needed. 
*He  also  has 
quick  day¬ 
dreams  that  compare  the  hospital  to 
a  high  school.  Scrubs  provides  quick, 
well-placed  and  well-paced  jokes  that 
fit  very  easily  with  the  style  and  mood 
of  the  show. 

What  really  makes  the  characters 
shine  is  the  fact  that  they  are  all  flawed 


in  honest,  believable  ways,  such  as  J.D. ’s 
inability  to  hold  a  relationship  or  Dr. 
Cox’s  need  to  reject  those  around  him. 
The  way  in  which  the  characters  deal 
with  their  problems  also  touches  on 
several  serious  real-life  issues,  such  as 
corrupt  doctors  only  working  for  the 
rich  and  “pulling  the  plug”  (otherwise 
known  as  assisted  suicide),  greatly  add¬ 
ing  to  the  value  of  the  show.  Another 
important  aspect  of  Scrubs  is  the  charac¬ 
ter  development.  Over  the  seasons,  the 
staff  goes  through  professional  changes 
or  personal  changes  which  cause  the 
characters  to  grow  for  better  or  for 
worse.  J.D.,  for  example,  progresses 
from  an  incompetent  intern  to  a  confi¬ 
dent  yet  lacking  chief  resident.  Scrubs 
has  also  offered  many  famous  guest 
stars  to  its  already  great  cast,  such 
as  Brendan  Fraser,  Heather  Locklear 
and  Michael  J.  Fox.  Additionally,  the 
show  is  famous  for  the  great  music  it 
showcases  in  its  episodes,  from  old  to 
new  and  known  to  unknown. 

Despite  its  good  points.  Scrubs  has 
never  really  been  able  to  find  its  audi¬ 
ence  base.  The  show  was  even  almost 
cancelled  after  its  fourth  season,  but 
was  luckily  picked  up  for  a  fifth  season 
after  a  brief  hiatus  from  NBC.  The 
quirky  overthe-top  humor  makes  Scrubs 
a  great  watch,  so  tune  in  on  Tuesdays  at 
9  p.m.  on  NBC. 


MICCA  Medals  for  BLS  Ensembles 


By  Jessica  Noseworthv,  I 

Contriblting  Writer 

As  it  does  every  year,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  Music  Department 
participated  in  the  AIICCA  festival  on 
suiuiav.  .April  2.  MICCA  (Massachusetts 
Instrumental  and  Choral  Conductors 
.Association)  holds  lestivais  every  year 
to  ['romote  musK  ediKation.  It  gives 
choos.  Hands  and  urtnestras  a  chance  to 
periorni  'or  expert  musicians  and  conduc¬ 
tor,  who  give  constructive  criticism  to 
the  ensemble  groups,  .\tter  the  grouos 
peurirm.  thev  go  into  a  separate  room 
where  an  adiutiicator  works  with  therr: 
to  improve  the  groups  tecnniqut  as  a 
whole.  The  .MKiCA  festival  is  a  chance 
for  people  to  learn  more  about  music 
performance;  it  is  not  a  competition. 
Based  on  the  comments  from  the  three- 
adjudicators.  however,  each  group  docs 
receive  one  of  five  marks:  Gold,  Silver, 
Bronze.  Medal  of  Merit  or  a  Certificate 
of  Participation.  Needless  to  say,  Boston 


Latin  performed  at  its  best,  receiving 
well-deserved  medals. 

At  the  instrumental  festival  in 
Hopkinton,  the  Senior  Concert  Band 
performed  three  challenging  pieces; 
Bernstein’s  “Candide,”  Holst’s  “March” 
and  Grainger’s  “Irish  Tune  from  County 
Derry.”  “Candide,”  a  high-energy  piece, 
provided  technical  challengc^  while  the 
'.lower  “Irish  Tune”  icsred  the  band's  mu¬ 
sicianship.  i  A  eii  1  hougii  many  in  the  band 
fee!  that  their  pei  formant  e  was  stronger 
than  last  vears,  thev  received  a  Bronze 
Medah  missing  iasi  year's  rank  o.  Silver 
in  one  point.  W  ith  suggestions  trom  the 
ludgcs.  the  hantl  iiopes  to  further  polish 
its  program  to  pieasc  the  audience  a. 
Music  .Night, 

Concert  Choir  also  earned  a  Bron/e 
.Medal,  but  the  news  tame  as  a  sweei 
surprise  to  the  choir  members  and  their 
conductor,  Mr.  Chri.stopherCharig.  After 
the  minor  upset  last  year  when  they  re¬ 
ceived  a  Medal  of  .Merit,  many  members 
lost  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  choir. 


Performing  Benet’s  “Weep  Oh  Aline 
Eyes”  and  Mendelssohn’s  “The  Nightin¬ 
gale”  seemed  simple  enough,  since  both 
just  needed  tweaking  after  the  winter 
concerts  in  December.  Thompson’s  “Al¬ 
leluia,”  however,  is  over  five  minutes  long, 
and  the  choir  had  to  learn  it  in  the  few 
short  months  before  the  festival.  Even 
during  practice  before  leaving  school  tha; 
morning,  the  choir  did  not  seem  ready  to 
perform  the  three  pieces  well  enoug  h  r.vr 
any  medal.  Yet  once  they  rehearsed  in  the 
gym  of  Norwood  .Middle  School,  fears 
were  calmed  when  the  gym  rang  viii 
the  sounds  of  “Alleluia.”  The  choir,  at  it . 
best  ever,  managed  to  sing  tluriugh  rh- 
song.  Last  year  .Mr.  Charig  was  not  reaclii) 
willing  to  tell  the  choir  about  the  .Medal 
of  Merit,  but  now  the  Bronze  .Medal  sits 
proudly  on  the  conductor’s  podium  in  li.-, 
chorus  room. 

Finally,  Maestro  Ricardo  Slevira's 
Senior  Strings  Orchestra,  of  course, 
won  Gold  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 
Nowadays  it  seems  almost  expected  for 


the  Strings  to  earn  Gold.  Although  their 
achievement  came  as  no  surprise  to  the 
rest  of  the  Music  Department,  violinist 
Margaret  Lam  (I)  still  says,  “I  am  very 
proud  of  everyone.”  As  the  first  perform¬ 
ers  on  Sunday  morning,  the  Strings  played 
Silk’s  “String  Serenade,”  Copland’s  “Hoe- 
down”  and  Handel’s  “Concerto  Grosso  X 
Overture  and  Allegro,”  which  they  will 
!'■  -form  for  Music  Night.  In  the  work 
sTop,  fi'.’  judge  was  veil  criiical  abont 
the  inL.mation,  rhythm  and  xtyle,  but  still 
tiicr  O;  rail  M  ore  was  a  5,  the  highest 
wore.  <  lut  O'  2t  groups  ff  1  iopkinton, 
only  three  n  c  .  -veo  (.lolti 

MiCCf's  purpose  f;  to  evaluate 
how  Weil  a  musical  snseml'  e  per.orm 
and  how  weil  a  conductor  eachet  1 
emphasi/is  a  “non-competitive  atmo- 
spheiT-,”  so  that  the  groups  will  be  com 
fortable  with  performing.  Performances 
are  meant  for  fun,  not  only  for  intense 
competition.  As  Maestro  said.  “The  most 
important  thing  isn’t  getting  the  medals. 
It's  if  you  feel  happy  about  it.” 
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BLS  Phantom  Haunts  the  Dining  Hall 


By  Jeff  Munoz,  II  & 
Brendan  McCoy,  II 

Contributing  Writers 


“This  pizza  is  terrible,”  says  Ariel 
Velagoshti  (IV). 

This  sentiment  seems  ever  so  familiar 
to  the  students  of  Boston  Latin  School. 
Complaints  of  undercooked  pizza  and 
overcooked  tatertots  fill  the  cafeteria  every 
R5.  It  seems  to  always  be  a  mystery  how  the 
food  will  be  cooked  once  the  bell  sounds 
for  first  lunch.  Sometimes  students  just 
don’t  know  which  kind  of  limch  to  get  and 
whether  the  experiment  is  worth  $2.10. 

Well,  from  this  point  on,  you  need 
not  wonder  any  longer,  for  our  own  BLS 
Phantom  has  sampled  each  kind  of  limch 
served  so  that  the  students  will  know  what 
to  expect  when  imwrapping  th  plastic  to 
what  looks  like  a  tasty  sub.  You  111011  now 
know  what  to  spend  that  $2.10  on,  so  get 
your  dimes  ready  as  the  Phantom  investi¬ 
gates  Latin  School  lunches.  These  ratings, 

I  being  the  worst  and  5  being  the  best, 
should  help  you  decide  which  dishes  are 
worth  eating. 

Pizza  is  the  most  consistendy  served 
entree  on  the  menu.  The  pizza  crust  is  usu¬ 
ally  very  good  while  it’s  hot,  but  a  cheese 
with  more  taste  should  be  used.  Pepperoni 
gives  the  pizza  an  awesome  taste,  although 
some  students  stiU  feel  that  the  pizza  is 
bland  and  needs  ketchup  on  top  of  it.  What¬ 
ever  happened  to  those  good  old  days  when 
students  received  Domino’s  or  MJ’s  pizza^ 


Now  students  get  this  no-name  brand, 
which  just  doesn’t  seem  up  to  par  compared 
to  those  of  the  past.  Phantom  rates  this  meal 
joutof^. 

The  cheeseburger  is  one  of  Phantom’s 
personal  favorite  meals.  Eaten  plain  or  with 
a  mixture  of  condiments,  the  cheeseburger 
has  just  the  right 
amount  of  cheese 
with  nearly  the  right 
amount  of  meat. 

The  meat  patties  are 
a  bit  on  the  small 
side,  but  the  bread 
is  soft  and  filling  : 
enough  to  satisfy  the 
eater.  Phantom  rates 
this  meal  4  out  of  4. 

Overall  one  of 
the  best  meals  of¬ 
fered  at  lunch,  the 
pasta  is  tasty  and 
filling.  The  pasta 
with  meat  sauce 
has  just  the  right 
amount  of  sauce 
to  be  tasty  but  not 
too  messy  The  only 
complaint  is  that  sometimes  you  do  not  get 
enough  meat.  This  was  recently  improved 
with  the  release  of  the  new  spaghetti  and 
meatballs,  which  is  just  as  tasty  as  the  older 
dish  but  with  more  meat.  The  portions  are 
never  skimpy  even  if  you  are  served  near 
the  end  of  third  lunch  and  a  lot  has  been 
given  out.  Line  up  for  this  at  your  own  risk. 


WHAT'S  FOR 


though — in  case  the  pasta  does  run  out. 
Phantom  rates  this  meal  5  out  of^. 

The  hot  dog  is  quite  tasty  with  a  toast¬ 
ed  bun,  but  ketchup  is  a  must  for  eating  it, 
so  having  a  hot  dog  on  a  day  when  tHfe  only 
condiment  is  salad  dressing  is  a  bad  idea. 
Occasionally  real  hot  dog  buns  are  not  even 
used;  the  dog  is  simply 
wrapped  in  a  slice  of 
bread.  The  main  prob¬ 
lem  with  the  hot  dog 
is  its  poor  portions. 
Even  little  Olajide 
Olayomi  Ogundipe,Jr. 
(V)  says,  “I’m  just  still 
hungry”  Phantom  rates 
this  meal }  out  of^. 

From  the  out¬ 
side,  the  cold  tuna  sub 
doesn’t  look  like  the 
greatest  choice  for 
lunch,  but  bite  into 
this  carefully  crafted 
masterpiece,  and  it 
makes  for  a  great 
lunching  experience. 
LUNCH?  “  No  condiments  are 

needed,  for  this  sub  is 
ready  for  eating  straight  out  of  its  wrapping. 
School  seafood  has  never  tasted  so  good, 
even  though  it  is  seafood.  Phantom  rates  the 
meal  4  out  of  S- 

Macaroni  and  cheese  nuggets  are 
one  of  the  worst  foods  ever  to  be  served  in 
the  cafeteria.  Honestly  whoever  thought 
it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  combine  two 


good  foods  into  this  horrible  hybrid? 
Phantom  wasn’t  sure  if  he  should  have  it 
with  ketchup,  because  after  all,  it  is  a  nug¬ 
get.  Luckily,  they  are  rarely  served — eating 
them  once  was  enough.  Phantom  rates  this 
meal  I  out  of 

Tatertots  are  easily  the  most  stolen 
of  all  food  items  at  lunch.  If  you  have  ever 
sat  at  an  all-male  table,  you  know  that  you 
must  either  eat  them  before  you  sit  down  or 
else  guard  them  carefully  When  done  right, 
these  potatoes  are  very  good,  but  they  are  so 
often  overcooked  or  undercooked  that  you 
don’t  know  what  to  expect.  These  could  be  a 
perfect  5  if  they  were  cooked  properly  every 
day  Phantom  rates  this  meal }  out  of^. 

The  one  time  Phantom  had  the  peas, 
they  were  awful.  Peas  are  supposed  to  be 
somewhat  springy  but  the  ones  servdd  at 
school  gushed  out  a  nasty  green  paste.  The 
corn  would  be  a  much  better  option  for 
those  who  like  vegetables.  Phantom  rates  this 
meal  I  out  of 

Fruit  cups  are  complementary  side 
dishes  that  go  well  with  the  lunches. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  bad  fruit  cup, 
unless  there  is  something  floating  around 
inside.  Phantom  chooses  the  pear  fruit 
cups  over  the  rest,  for  their  healthy  appeal 
and  their  soft  texture.  Phantom  rates  this 
meal 4  out  of 

Take  Phantom’s  advice  at  your  own 
risk,  but  remember  that  the  Phantom  has 
the  same  opinion  as  the  general  student 
body  So  use  Phantom’s  judgment  and  eat 
happilyl 


Psychedelic  MFA  I  V:  Victim  or  Villain? 


By  Elizabeth  Jager,  in 

Contributing  Writer 

In  the  spring  of  1966,  the  Avalon 
Ballroom  and  the  Fillmore  Auditorium  si- 
miJtaneously  began  promoting  weekly  rock 
concerts  by  local  musicians.  The  bands  who 
played  at  these  dance  concerts — including 
Jefferson  Airplane,  the  Grateful  Dead,  Big 
Brother  &  The  Holding  Company  (featur 
ing  Janis  Joplin),  Quicksilver  Messenger 
Service  and  Country  Joe  &  The  Fish — cre¬ 
ated  a  brand  of  loose,  blues-based  music 
that  would  become  known  as  “The  San 
Francisco  Sound.” 

The  owners  of  both  clubs  commis¬ 
sioned  a  series  of  posters  to  advertise  their 
weekly  concerts.  The  Avalon  series  ran 
through  November  1968, 
and  about  150  posters  were 
completed;  the  Fillmore 
series  continued  until  July 
1971,  and  included  near 
ly  300  posters.  A  third, 
smaller  series  of  vibrant, 
eye-popping  posters  called 
Neon  Rose  were  designed 
by  Victor  Moscoso.  These 
posters,  donated  by  the 
MFA  Association,  can  be 
seen  at  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts  through  August 
13,  2006.  CONCERTARf 

-Moscoso  created  ■ 

posters  that  translated  emotions  into 
visuals,  juxtaposing  different  colors  on 
opposite  ends  of  the  spectrum.  Trained  in 
colorstyle  at  Yale  under  the  experienced 
Josef  Albers,  Moscoso  began  to  sell  his 
posters  as  advertisements  for  bands — a 
business  that  eventually  grew  to  include  an 
entire  enteqirisc.  The  Neon  Rose  series  in 
particular  achieved  great  success,  and  it  is 
because  these  pictures  aie  so  electric  and 
intense  that  they  are  now  on  display  at  the 
prestigious  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

Upon  first  sight  of  the  posters,  one 
may  feel  overwhelmed.  It  is  upon  closer  in¬ 
spection,  however,  that  the  brightness  of  the 
neon  colors  fades  just  for  a  minute  and  the 


intricate  details  of  the  poster  can  be  seen. 
Moscoso  is  viewed  as  the  father  of  these 
vibrant  pieces,  painting  pictures  of  fire  and 
whirlpools  that  initially  seem  to  be  simple 
but,  after  close  inspection,  reveal  themselves 
to  actually  be  made  entirely  of  complex  text. 
This  trick  was  considered  “modern”  art 
when  the  posters  were  painted,  as  the  new 
combinations  and  clashing  of  neon  colors 
had  never  been  seen  before.  These  posters 
were  viewed  in  the  1960s  much  as  we  would 
view  new  abstract  pieces  today 

Made  for  the  purpose  of  advertising 
new  bands  in  a  unique  way  these  posters 
five  up  to  their  name  of  “psychedelic,”  both 
attracting  immediate  attention  and  promptr 
ing  the  viewer  to  look  closely  at  what  the 
poster  says  in  order  to  satisfy  their  curiosity 
about  what  these  posters  could 
possibly  be  representing. 

These  works  of  art  have 
generated  a  huge  amount  of 
interest,  both  in  the  past  and 
in  the  present.  Some  viewers 
may  agree,  however,  that  there 
should  be  more  of  the  posters 
on  display  at  the  Museum,  as 
there  are  hundreds  in  existence 
but  only  about  20  shown.  It 
may  be  more  interesting  to  be 
able  to  look  at  and  compare 
the  posters  of  many  different 
artists,  rather  than  just  those 
from  one  or  two  series  by  one 
or  two  artists. 

Just  being  able  to  .see  a  "piece  (>f  the 
past.”  though,  and  looking  at  how  hands 
were  advertised  45  years  ago  as  compared 
to  now,  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  It  is  not 
often  that  works  of  art  from  the  recent  past 
arc  on  display,  .and  a  visit  to  the  Museum 
to  .see  this  and  the  other  contemporarv 
exhibits  would  be  well  w'orth  your  time. 
Tliis  e.xhibit  is  not  .simply  a  reminder  of  a 
style  of  the  past,  but  also  a  way  to  transport 
thoughts,  eolors  and  tecluii(|ues  into  the  fu-  , 
turc.  These  artistic  posters  allow  the  memo-  | 
ries  of  an  unforgettable  era  to  live  on,  even  [ 
if  the  memories  of  the  bands  they  advertise  ' 
have  been  forgotten  and  replaced. 


FROM  1967 


By  Ari  Klickstein,  III 
&  Kieran  Kelly,  III 

Assistant  A&E  Editors 

A  terrorist  organization  has  deto¬ 
nated  multiple  explosive  devices  using 
the  British  public  transportation  system. 
Shady  characters  were  seen  on  govern¬ 
ment  closed  circuit  television,  sporting 
long  flowing  capes  and  dark  head  covei- 
ings.  Did  this  happen  in  July  of  2005.. .or 
November... 2020? 

Vfor  Vendetta,  a  new  movie  directed 
by  the  Wachowski  brothers,  t^es  place  in 
a  dystopian  London  ruled  by  an  oppressive 
single-party  government  called  Norsefire. 
Although  it  looks  more  like  an  action  flick, 
it  is  primarily  a  political  conspiracy  “drama” 
inspired  by  a  comic  book  of  the  same  name, 
created  during  the  reign  of  Prime  Minister 
Maggie  Thatcher  by  hairy  Englishman 
Alan  Moore.  Moore  wants  nothing  do  with 
the  movie,  although  the  changes  made  are 
mostly  limited  to  incorporating  current 
events,  updating  the  oppressive  totalitar 
ian  government  to  more  closely  mirror 
the  current  American  Neo-Conservative 
Administration  and  refining  the  character 
of  Evey  Hammond,  accomplice  to  the  title 
character,  the  selFproclaimed  “vestige  of 
the  VoxPopuHrW 

Many  subtle  and  not-so-subtle 
changes  have  also  been  made  to  reflect 
modern  times  and  conflicts,  including  the 
addition  ot  eolorcoded  sccuritv  threats, 
a  talking  head,  a  propaganda  spew'ing 
media-man  and  “Guantanamo-Bat'-stv'le” 
kidnappings  with  black  bags  fastened  over 
the  victims’  head.s.  The  movie  also  refer 
ences  ‘America's  Wai”  and  goes  on  to  list 
countries  invaded  bv  the  United  States, 
including  Afghanistan,  Iraig  Iran  and  ,Sv'Tia, 

T  he  movie,  to  .Moore’s  dismay  ajso  tones 
down  the  highly  anarchistic  view  ofV'  who 
is  nor  seen  as  a  straightforward  Hero  or 
villain  in  the  comic  book,  making  him  a 
more  obvious  protagonist  fighting  an  evil 
empirical  government  in  the  movie. 

The  cerebral,  versatile,  so-called-ter 
rorist  known  only  as  V  is  played  by  Hugo 


Weaving,  recognizable  for  his  past  roles 
as  Elrond  and  Agent  Smith.  In  this  latest 
movie,  however,  he  bases  his  appearance 
and  idealism  on  the  dashing  17th-century 
Englishman  Guy  Fawkes,  who  was  cap¬ 
tured  and  put  to  death  for  attempting  to 
blow  up  Parliament  as  a  protest  against  the 
Church  of  England.  Over  400  years  later, 
V  rebels  against  the  authoritarian  rule  of 
the  Norsefire  regime  through  a  similar 
method. 

Natalie  Portman,  the  lead  actress, 
plays  Evey  Hammond.  Although  Portman 
stretches  her  acting  talent  a  good  deal  more 
than  she  did  in  the  Star  Virs  prequels,  she 
has  trouble  nailing  Eve/s  English  accent. 
She  is  subjected  to  torture  and  starvation, 
and  relates,  in  horror,  the  kidnapping  of  her 
parents  while  she  was  a  child.  Her  head  is 
even  shaved,  a  controversial  move  which 
provoked  global  attention  at  the  Cannes 
Film  Festival. 

The  other  citizen  hero  is  Chief 
Inspector  Eric  Finch,  played  by  Stephen 
Rea,  who  is  charged  with  investigating 
and  stopping  V  and  his  attacks  by  High 
Chancellor  Adam  Sutler.  As  Finch  probes 
V’s  past,  he  discovers  that  Norsefire  is 
responsible  for  the  attacks  on  the  English, 
and  his  allegiances  begin  to  waver. 

Elements  of  the  movie  become 
mired  in  the  search  for  universal  svmbol 
ism,  but  the  political  message  is  still  ettcc 
tive.  The  writing  is,  for  the  most  part,  crisp 
especially  V’s  inspiring  lines  when  heart!  ir 
contrast  to  ,Sutler’s  rabid  ravings.  Althougi  • 
the  explosion-  and  combat-ftileti  trailen 
make  this  seem  like  an  action  movie,  ii 
actuality  it  sequesters  this  violence  to  few 
scenes,  anti  relies  instead  on  tiialogue  am 
flashback.  The  film  also  showcases  gov 
ernment  intolerance  reminiscent  of  tht 
1  iolocaust,  focusing  on  the  tippre.ssion  o 
homosexuals  but  also  stressing  the  persecu 
tion  of  Muslims  and  Arabs,  almost  to  th( 
point  of  hitting  you  over  the  head  w'ith  thi  ^ 
Qur  an,  bur  in  a  much  less  painful  mannei 
V  for  Vendetta  is  a  shocking  w'arning  of  ou  ■ 
government’s  capabilities  for  oppression 

Go  see  it. 
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Around  The  World  In  Two  Days 


By  Atheena  Dy,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Fm  part  of  a  certain  group  here 
at  school.  Maybe  you’ll  see  two  or 
three  of  us  at  a  time,  but  only  on  very 
special  occasions  will  you  really  see  all 
of  us  hanging  out  together.  After  all, 
we  get  enough  of  each  other  every  day 
singing.  We’re  the  choir  people.  We 
are  five  united  by  our  love  for  singing. 
Show  Choir  and  the  chorus  room.  We 
embarrassed  ourselves  thoroughly  per 
forming  the  “Book  Bag  Boogie”  during 
sixie  year,  and  somehow  decided  to 
stick  with  it  and  advance  to  the  fivesie 
chorus,  where  we  finally  got  some  bari¬ 
tones  and  started  singing  some  serious 
three-part  harmonies.  In  the  ninth 
grade,  we  all  decided  to  join  the  Gospel 
Choir,  and  really  got  to  know  Mr.  Sim¬ 
mons.  But  we  didn’t  become  such  great 
friends  until  the  end  of  the  ninth  grade, 
when  we  all  tried  out  for  Show  Choir. 

We  were  the  last  to  audition  for 
the  callbacks,  and  ended  up  staying 
past  5  p.m.  in  order  to  perform  our 
little  piece  of  “Fame.”  The  next  year,  we 
became  the  Show  Choir  girls,  and  that 
was  when  we  truly  assumed  the  role  of 
choir  nerds,  choir  junkies,  show  girls 
and  weirdoes.  Jessi  is  one  of  these  choir 
girls.  She  has  been  with  us  since  sixie 
year  and  is  now  not  just  a  participant, 
but  a  section  leader  in  both  the  Senior 
Concert  Choir  and  the  Gospel  Choir. 

But  don’t  think  that  her  singing 
stops  there.  Alany  of  you  have  prob¬ 
ably  seen  Jessi  perform  in  the  morning 
as  a  contestant  for  BLS  Idol.  She  has 
also  worked  for  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra’s  Days  in  the  Arts  (DARTS) 
program,  which  features  a  “full  arts  expe¬ 
rience  for  middle  schoolers,”  and  was  the 
only  Latin  School  soprano  to  get  into  the 
Southeast  District  Chorus  in  her  junior 
year.  Jessi  also  began  attending  a  mentor 
ing  program  at  Berklee  College  of  Music 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  was 
recently  switched  to  the  more  advanced 
City  Music  Saturday  School,  where 
she  spends  five  hours  every  Saturday. 

As  if  all  her  singing  weren’t  enough, 
Jessi  also  joined  the  BLS  Drama  Club  in 
the  loth  grade,  playing  various  roles 
in  “The  Laramie  Project.”  Ever  since 
then,  Jessi  has  been  working  backstage, 
lately  acting  as  props  head  for  “The 
Moonlight  Room.”  Most  recently, 
Jessi  tried  out  for  the  upcoming  mu¬ 
sical  “A  Funny  Thing  Happened  on 
the  Way  to  the  Forum,”  and  secured 
one  of  the  two  leading  female  roles. 

Jessi  truly  is  an  amazing  singer,  as 
is  evident  in  all  the  singing  she  has  been 
able  to  do  through  her  Boston  Latin 
School  career,  from  her  very  first  solo 
in  sixie  year  to  what  will  be  an  amazing 
performance  as  Domina  in  “Forum.” 
Simply  talking  about  all  the  various 
things  that  Jessi  does  exhausts  me.  I  re¬ 
ally  don’t  know  how  she  does  it.  Maybe 
it’s  the  bturitos  and  Starbucks,  or  maybe 
shels.}uttbad  eaouglxprecuce.,thfpu^ 
thegayi  tohal^coitall  .out.  pc^  Jupk, 
ap^,beyop?ll  sij^ 
ing  (Tknow  you  can’t  dtMitfaerwisc)^  su)d 
remember...  look  out  for  the  sparkles. 


why  we  chose  this  theme  is  because  there 

_ are  many  different  Latin  Americans  and 

people  from  the  Caribbean  who,  when 
Within  a  span  of  two  weeks,  the  they  first  arrive  in  the  U.S.,  come  with 

Boston  Latin  School  community  was  ex-  their  native  pride.  For  example,  in  the 
posed  to  two  different  and 
culturally  diverse  shows. 

The  first  was  held  on  Friday, 

March  24  and  hosted  by  the 
Talented  And  Gifted  club, 
otherwise  known  as  TAG. 

This  program  started  out 
21  years  ago  and  is  geared 
towards  helping  Latino  stu¬ 
dents  in  exam  schools  suc¬ 
ceed  in  their  studies  with 
hopes  of  graduating.  The 
club  hopes  to  accomplish 
this  by  sharing  and  bond¬ 
ing  through  the  Latino  cul¬ 
ture.  This  includes  learning 
about  the  various  Latino 
cultures,  creating  awareness 
about  issues  concerning 
Latin  America  or  Latinos  in  the  U.S.,  and 
talking  about  general  issues  students  face 
at  school  and  home. 

This  goal  was  greatly  exemplified  in 
this  year’s  show.  According  to  senior  TAG 
president  Jasmine  Torrejcn,  “the  reason 


INT'L  SHOWCASE  MEMBERS  POSE  BEFORE  PARADE  OF  NATIONS 


fourth  skit,  the  male  immigrant  did  not 
say  he  was  Latino  but  that  he  was  Cuban. 
When  such  immigrants  come  to  the  U.S., 
they  realize  they  are  not  only  Cuban,  Do¬ 
minican,  Honduran  or  what  have  you,  but 
that  they  are  Latinos.” 


The  show  itself  contained  several 
acts.  It  began  with  Capoeira,  an  Afro- 
Brazilian  martial  art  that  focuses  on  dem¬ 
onstrating  skill  rather  than  injuring  the 
opponent.  Music,  both  sung  and  played 
on  several  instruments,  is  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  game.  Two  other 
memorable  acts  were  perfo^man(^ 
es  by  seniors  Joe  Poles  and  Shaina 
Gilbert.  Poles  performed  a  song 
on  his  guitar  that  he  composed, 
and  Gilbert  declaimed  a  poem 
she  herself  had  written,  describing 
what  it  was  like  to  live  in  two  difi 
ferent  cultures.  All  the  performers 
exhibited  unique  talents,  whether 
it  was  dancing  or  singing  in  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  various  cultures,  includ¬ 
ing  Cape  Verdean  and  Dominican. 
The  last  act  consisted  of  a  parade 
iof  nations,  featuring  several  of  the 
Sclub’s  officers  dancing  salsa,  taught 
jtBhy  one  of  our  faculty  members, 
—  Mr.  Alexander  Luis. 


Jessenia  Urea  (II),  this  year’s  secre¬ 
tary  and  future  president,  said  that  she 
was  “very  proud  of  aU  the  members  who 

Around  The  World 
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Tazz  Hands  BLS  Silver  and  Gold 


By  Thomas  Ahmadh^ar,  I 

Sports  Edttor 


On  Tuesday,  March  7,  the  Boston 
Latin  School  Big  Band  traveled  down  to 
Falmouth  in  Cape  Cod  to  participate  in 
the  International  Jazz  Educators  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Massachusetts  district  competi¬ 
tion.  The  band’s  performance  at  Falmouth 
Middle  School  would  decide  the  future 
of  the  relatively  young  band,  which 
includes  six  sophomores.  After  placing 
first  out  of  18  high  schools  from  across 
the  country  at  the 
2006  Berklee  High 
School  Jazz  Festival 
in  the  large  high 
school,  non-com¬ 
peting  division — its 
highest  finish  ever 
in  10  years — and 
after  winning  a  gold 
medal  at  the  2006 
Norwood  Invita¬ 
tional  High  School 
Jazz  Band  Classic — 
the  highest  award 
it  has  ever  won  at 
Norwood — the  Big 
Band  was  feeling 
confident  heading 
into  the  Cape  Cod 
Festival.  A  gold 
medal  would  cata¬ 
pult  the  band  into  the  lAJE  Massachu¬ 
setts  state  finals.  So  when  the  master  of 
ceremonies  announced  Boston  Latin  as 
the  band  everyone  has  been  talking  about, 
the  celebration  started  even  before  the 
word  “gold”  was  uttered. 

The  state  finals  are  the  pinnacle  of 
the  jazz  band  season,  which  lasts  aU  the 
10  months  of  the  school  year,  but  are  by 
no  means  the  focal  point  or  the  culmina¬ 
tion.  Starting  in  September,  the  Big  Band 
begins  preparing  for  its  many  different 
performances  and  competitions.  It  learns 
specific  repertoire  for  the  alumni  events 
for  which  it  serves  as  the  entertainment 
every  year;  it  works  tirelessly  on  several 
Duke  EUington  charts,  which  it  records 
and  cAtprs  into  ,a  national  competition; 


This  year  was  looking  as  if  it  would 
be  a  “rebuilding”  year  for  the  jazz  band, 
after  a  string  of  years  in  which  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  serious  threat  at  competitions. 
Four  of  the  five  saxophones  are  new  in 
2006,  along  with  the  principle  bass  player, 
one  of  the  three  trombone  players  and 
one  of  the  trumpet  players.  The  different 
parts  of  the  jazz  band  graduaUy  came  to¬ 
gether,  however,  as  the  year  progressed. 

The  rhythm  section,  featuring  se¬ 
nior  drummer  Mike  Thomas,  the  Cape 
Cod  Festival  Class  A  Most  Valuable  Player 


JAZZ  CONDUCTOR  MR.  PITTS  PREPARES  TO  STRIKE  UP  THE  BAND 


Jake  Sherman  (III)  on  piano  and  State 
Finals  Outstanding  Band  Member  Kyle 
Miles  (II)  on  upright  bass,  became  the 
strength  of  the  jazz  band  and  won  Best 
Rhythm  Section  at  the  Norwood  Jazz 
Festival. 

Right  behind  the  rhythm  section 
were  the  saxophones.  Led  by  a  Cape 
Cod  Outstanding  Band  Member  and  the 
band’s  star  horn  soloist  Anant  Prahdan 
(I)  on  alto  and  tenor  saxophone,  the 
rest  of  the  section — comprised  of  Ben 
Morris  (II)  on  alto  and  tenor  saxophone, 
Jtilia  GaUogly  (III)  on  clarinet  and  tenor 
saxophone.  Hale  McAnulty  (II)  on  tenor 
saxophone  and  Galen  MacDonald  (III) 
on  baritone  saxophone — was  able  to 
iCpme  tqgetljer,  balance  nicely,  and, form 
a^td  jt  gli^o  ^.faft.nuipbier  cif'“Ijig  ,,g7^oli4  sound,  v/ 

band”  styjif.  chaffs. th?  v^ripu^- school  .  ,,i  .>  .  .Therrqmbpnes  haye  been  the  prob- 
concerts.The.rnM  focus  year  in  and  year  lem  child  of  the, band,,  with  several  mem- 
out,  however,  is  the  state  competitions.  bers  coming  and  going,  but  they  hit  their 


stride  with  an  impressive  three  players. 
The  Rock  of  Gibraltar  of  the  section  has 
been  Mike  Kolton  (II),  who,  through  his 
electrifying  soloing,  earned  an  Outstand¬ 
ing  Band  Member  award  at  state  finals.  A 
relative  newcomer  to  the  jazz  band  this 
year,  but  an  instant  contributor,  was  the 
second  trombone  David  Calixte  (III). 
Holding  the  fort  was  the  song-writer,  bass 
trombonist  and  Cape  Cod  Outstanding 
Band  member  award  recipient  Dominic 
French  (I). 

Rising  above  the  top  was  the  trum¬ 
pet  section,  which  Mr. 
Paul  Pitts  has  at  times 
called  his  best  trumpet 
section  at  Boston  Lac 
in.  Led  by  yours  truly, 
the  other  four  trum¬ 
pets  were  comprised  of 
Henry  Kenyon  (I),  Al¬ 
phonse  DiPalma  (II), 
Bob  Quinn  (III)  and 
Fang  Yuan  (III),  who 
quickly  formed  a  solid 
pyramid  underneath. 

After  the  Cape 
Cod  Festival,  the  Big 
Band  brought  its  three 
featured  songs  of  “Ya 
Gotta  Try,”  by  Sammy 
Nestico,  and  Duke 
Ellington’s  “Across 
the  Track  Blues”  and 
"Latin  American  Sunshine”  into  the  lAJE 
State  Finals  at  the  University  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Lowell  on  March  25,  2006.  The 
band  fell  just  short  of  the  coveted  gold 
with  a  respectable  silver,  but  is  turning 
its  sights  on  Music  Night  here  at  Boston 
Latin,  where  it  will  feature  several  new 
songs  and  a  surprise  guest  vocalist. 

The  Big  Band  is  developing  an 
impressive  resume  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Pitts.  It  has  performed  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  at  the 
inauguration  of  the  Governor  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  has  had  Most  Valuable  Players 
in  the  State  Finals,  the  Berklee  Festival 
and  several  district  festivals,  finished  as 
high  as  second  at  the  Berklee  Festival  in 
the  competingclass: and. has  made  the 
■  lAJB.State  Finals  fbr'aix  years'  in  a  row, 
winning  gold  in,  20di  and  2002.  It, is  no 
wonder,  it  is  truly  .'‘the  banduveryone'  has 
been  talking  about.” 
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Fashion /Talent  Takes  the  Stage 


Spotlight 

Andrew  LeGendre 


By  Natan aelle  Orisma,  I 

Staff  WRn-ER 


Recovering  from  a  disastrous  show 
last  year,  the  Fashion  and  Talent  Club 
proved  once  again  that  it  is  capable  of 
entertaining  an  audience  with  a  fine 
fashion  show  and,  of  course,  lots  of  talent. 
The  show  took  place  on  Friday,  March  17 
and  featured  acts  from  schools  and  orga¬ 
nizations  throughout  the  city  of  Boston, 
including  the  Boston  Latin  Academy  Step 
Squad,  Adult  and  Kid  Phonk  and  Status 
Quo,  as  well  as  Boston  Latin  School’s  own 
Step  Squad  and  Spoken  Word  Club. 

With  a  full  house  in  attendance, 
club  members  and  performers  alike 
delivered  a  jam-packed  fashion  show/ 
concert/poetry  slam.  Energetic  break- 
dancers  had  everybody  imitating  their 
choreography  in  their  seats  as  the  DJ 
blasted  out  oldies  like  “Push  It”  from 
Salt-N-Peppa  and  new  joints  like  “Lean 
Wit  It,  Rock  Wit  It”  by  Dem  Franchize 
Boyz.  Students  rocked  the  runway  wear 
ing  outfits  designed  with  the  themes  of 
’70s  and  ’80s  fashion:  corporate,  preppy, 
punk  rock  and  casual  wear.  The  crowd 
was  uncontrollable  when  the  members 
of  Boston  Latin  Step  Squad  took  center 
stage  and,  stepping  their  heels  out,  left 
the  audience  thoroughly  satisfied.  Judging 
from  the  incessant  applause,  the  Fashion 


and  Talent  Show  surprisingly  exceeded 
last  year’s  performance  and  was  undoubr 
edly  original  and  successful. 

The  Fashion  and  Talent  Club  flour 
ishes  under  the  supervision  of  advisor  Mr. 
Rashaun  Martin  and  senior  club  officers 
Tirsa  St.  Fort,  Isflcolika  Izuchi,  Shari  Davis 
and  Sean  Ajewole.  Members  come  from  a 
variety  of  classes  ranging  from  the  eighth 
to  twelfth  grade.  Monique  Symes  (II),  a 
member  who  has  participated  religiously 
in  the  club  explains  that  “[the  club]  high¬ 
lights  all  of  the  talented  and  fashionable 
students  at  Boston  Latin.  We  prove  that 
Latin  is  not  all  about  work  and  tiresome 
hours  of  study,  but  that  we  can  dress  to 
impress  and  throw  one  hot  show.”  Efe 
Osifo  (II)  has  been  a  member  since  the 
eighth  grade  and  agrees  that  “it  provides 
a  place  for  students  to  showcase  their 
many  talents  and  individualistic  traits 
while  exploring  their  creativity”  Despite 
being  called  many  misleading  labels  such 
as  “the  minorities’  club,”  members  of  the 
Fashion  and  Talent  Club  insist  that  their 
group  is  diverse,  welcoming  and,  most  of 
all,  unique.  Osifo  goes  on  to  defend  the 
club  saying  that  “all  members  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  are  encouraged  to  participate” 
and  describes  his  prolonged  involvement 
as  “a  bonding  experience.” 

After  long  hours  of  practice  and 
extended  rehearsals,  club  members  ex¬ 


press  satisfaction  over  the  outcome  of  the 
show.  After  putting  their  all  into  arranging 
the  performances,  dances  and  fashion 
segments,  and  after  improvising  when 
necessary,  they  feel  proud  with  the  results 
of  their  hard  work.  During  the  months 
of  preparation,  club  president  St.  Fort 
admits  that  she  had  planned  the  program 
since  September,  but  only  began  arrang¬ 
ing  the  scenes  two  weeks  before  the  show. 
She  goes  on  to  give  credit  to  “everyone 
for  producing  such  a  great  show  despite 
the  little  preparation  involved.”  Similarly, 
club  members  congratulate  St.  Fort  on 
her  excellent  leadership  and  ability  to  pull 
off  such  a  “last  minute  show,”  according 
to  Jesse  Francois  (II).  With  few  regrets, 
they  look  forward  to  ending  their  cycle  of 
procrastination  and  improving  next  year’s 
Fashion  and  Talent  show 

The  positive  feedback  that  the 
Fashion  and  Talent  Club  received  for  its 
performance  motivates  the  members  to 
put  on  more  shows  in  the  future  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin.  Vice  president  Sean  Ajewole 
(I)  hopes  that  “future  club  members  are 
able  to  keep  the  show  hip  and  original  and 
most  importantly,  enjoy  their  time  in  the 
club.”  He,  like  many  other  members,  are 
currently  brainstorming  ideas  for  next 
year’s  show  as  we  anxiously  await  a  memo¬ 
rable  and  spectacular  Boston  Latin  School 
Fashion  and  Talent  Show  in  2007. 


By  Scott  Gatto,  I 

CoNTRlBinUNG  WruER 


Laughs,  Lies  and  Lung  Masks 
Continued  from  pagf  10 _ 

imposed  on  the  popular  audience.  In 
truth,  it  is  about  the  gift  of  turning  any 
situation  into  a  glass-half-full  type  of 
situation.  Within  his  secret  group  of 
MOD  (Merchants  of  Death)  friends, 
Nick  even  makes  it  a  bragging  right 
that  his  “weapon  of  choice”  kills  the 
most  people  a  year,  in  comparison  to 
alcohol  or  firearms.  The  characters 
themselves  are  humorously  disgust¬ 
ing.  Polly  Bailey  (Maria  Bello)  whines 
that  the  mothers  against  fetal  alco¬ 


holism  are  really  pushing  her  buttons, 
and  Heather  Holloway  (Katie  Holmes) 
throws  away  journalistic  integrity  to 
get  the  first  scoop  and  get  laid.  Naylor, 
of  course,  still  remains  a  trailblazer  for 
smoking  even  after  almost  being  nico- 
tined  to  death  by  his  enemies  with  a 
few  too  many  patches.  His  career 
becomes  a  deep  hole  from  which  he 
could  have  escaped,  yet  into  which  he 
willingly  falls. 

The  film  is  inexorably  frank,  wit¬ 
ty,  soulless  and  a  little  empty:  all  the 
qualities  a  satire  needs  in  order  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  The  acting,  pacing  and  writing 


excel,  thanks  to  a  dynamic  screenplay 
adapted  from  Christopher  Buckley’s 
novel.  The  jokes  are  clever  and  awk¬ 
ward,  in  a  good  way.  The  organization 
falters,  however,  when  it  turns  the  film 
into  one  big  blur  by  trying  to  cram  in 
too  many  facts,  jokes  and  one-liners  at 
once.  Thank  You  For  Smoking  makes  for 
riotous  and  vacuous  entertainment.  It 
is  incredibly  likable  and  achieves  its  in¬ 
tended  satire  by  leaps,  no  holds  barred, 
but  when  Nick  is  telling  fifth-graders 
that  smoking  has  not  been  proven  to 
be  bad,  it  also  makes  me  want  to  nico¬ 
tine-patch  that  man  to  death. 


For  Whom  the  Belle  Tolls 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  HI 

Contributing  Writer 


When  it  comes  to  funky  British 
pop,  almost  no  other  band  has  been  so 
consistently  revolutionary  as  Belle  and 
Sebastian,  and  with  its  new  album.  The 
Life  Pursuit,  the  group  has  done  it  again. 
But  this  is  by  no  means  the  Belle  and  Se¬ 
bastian  of  old.  The  witty  group  that  once 
sang  of  teenaged  angst  has  matured,  and 
like  a  fine  wine,  it  will  not  only  get  you 
drunk,  but  also  get  better  with  age.  No 
longer  does  it  sing  about  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  the  teenage  years  as  the 
group  did  in  Tigermilk.  Now  it  seems  it 
has  graduated  to  the  odd  sufferings  of  the 
twenty-somethings. 

All  jokes  aside,  this  is  a  good  album, 
but  I  was  doubtful  at  first.  After  all,  who 
can  continuously  turn  out  good  music 
when  so  many  other  artists  tend  to  fall 
short,  like  the  abominable  snowman 
known  as  Ashlee  Simpson?  It  starts  out  a 
tad  slow  for  my  tastes,  but  I  enjoy  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  large  ensemble  and  getting  ex¬ 
cited  about  things  like  trees  and  lesbians. 
By  the  third  track,  the  story  of  a  so  aptly 
titled  “White  Collar  Boy”  simply  made 
me  giddy  Seriously.  I  was  giddy 

The  group  seems  more  melody- 
based  in  The  Life  Pursuit.  The  ntusic  isn’t 
something  that  you  always  have  to  be  alert 
while  listening  to.  Let’s  face  it:  on  the  6:50 


1r 


a.m.  bus  ride  to  school,  no  one  is  ready 
for  a  pubescentrsounding  guy  quickly 
belting  out  the  ballad  of  a  girl  who  wasn’t 
popular  with  the  normal  kids.  Well,  at 
least.  I’m  not 
ready  for  it. 

But  the  new 
tunes,  thickly 
woven  by  a 
dozen  instru¬ 
ments,  are 
not  a  head¬ 
ache  to  listen 
to.  The  lyrics 
are  still  fun, 
but  inside- 
voice  fun,' 
not  crazy-caf¬ 
feine  fun. 

We  can 
talk  about 
what  I  liked 
and  didn’t  like 
all  day,  and  if 
this  didn’t  have  to  fit  on  only  half  a  page,  I 
might.  What  is  the  best  song  on  the  CD? 
The  prize  goes  to  “Sukie  in  the  Grave¬ 
yard.”  Who  would  guess  that  it’s  about 
some  snotrnosed  rebellious  teen  who  has 
a  morbid  side?  Ftankly  the  song  is  pure 
fun,  full  of  drums,  organs,  strange  vocals 
and  flutes-.  -LeEs-  say  yoryre  the  type  who 
■  doesn’t  like  •^oiiieth'ing  'fun-  arid  upbeat? 
Maybe  you  want  something  comforting 


THE 

LIFE 

PURSUIT 

by 

BELLE  AND 
SEBASTIAN 


to  play  in  between  Bright  Eyes  CDs  while 
you  paint  your  fingernails  black?  Well, 
Belle  and  Sebastian  has  come  through,  my 
emo  friend.  The  final  song  on  the  album 
is  a  reserved 
diddy  called 
“Mornington 
Crescent,”  and 
it  ends  the  re¬ 
cord  well  be¬ 
cause  even  in 
music,  we  all 
need  closirre. 

What 
else  is  there  to 
say?  Has  Belle 
and  Sebastian 
created  some 
sort  of  super 
album  that  will 
slowly  rise  to 
dominance  over 
the  lesser  musi- 
cal  creatures? 
Probably  not,  because  the  entire  collec¬ 
tion  is  not  without  its  own  flaws,  and 
the  music  probably  doesn’t  have  appeal 
in  the  mass  market.  I  don’t  expect  a  yo 
Cent  retiux  of  “Furmy  Little  Frog,”  but  if 
yoii  Klee' anyfhi'nji  remotely  indie  rock,  or 
'just  wAAt  to'  try  sofn^thing  that  is  good 
^'d'creative,  rtm  6Ut  iwJw  arid  buy  Belle 
afid  S^h^iCfrffsTheUfePuifrdt.'YaafrotCt 
have  any  regrets. 


When  someone  hears  of  Andrew 
LeGendre,  they  might  say,  “He’s  that  TV’ 
guy,  right?”  Although  they  would  be  cor 
rect  in  saying  that,  Andrew  is  much  more 
than  just  a  technological  genius.  He  is  also 
involved  in  band  and  many  other  activi¬ 
ties  that  help  the  |>eople  around  him. 

I  guess  I  should  start  with  the  subject 
he  is  most  known  for:  BLSTV.  Andrew  is 
the  producer  for  the  station  and  a  major 
factor  in  its  success.  Every  morning  at 
7:35,  he  is  down  in  the  basement  trying  to 
prepare  for  the  daily  news.  The  broadcast 
has  come  a  long  way  since  its  beginning  in 
2003.  Since  Andrew  has  been  at  the  helm, 
it  has  gone  from  broadcasting  via  webcam 
to  now  operating  with  two  high  quality 
cameras  complete  with  teleprompters. 
BLSTV  -will  continue  to  grow  in  future 
years  because  of  the  strong  foimdation 
that  Andrew  has  helped  establish. 

BESTV” s  partner,  Wolfpack  Produc¬ 
tions,  is  another  one  of  Andrew’s  notable 
activities.  Wilfpack  Productions  is  a  club 
designed  to  teach  students  about  camera¬ 
work  and  editing  techiiiques.  These  skilU 
are  used  to  make  segments  that  air  on  the 
morning  broadcast. 

Andrew’s  editing  skills  have  come 
in  handy  not  only  for  BLSTV,  but  also 
for  the  school’s  drama  club.  Andrew  has 
participated  in  the  Drama  Club’s  Guild 
competition  for  the  past  three  years. 
He  has  most  recently  been  a  props  as¬ 
sistant  for  “The  Moonlight  Room,” 
sound  designer  for  “Reckless”  and  video 
designer  for  “Dimly  Perceived  Threats  to 
the  System.”  “DPTTTS”  made  it  to  the 
state  finals  three  years  ago,  which  is  an 
accomplishment  that  only  a  few  schools 
achieve  each  year.  Andrew  put  in  count¬ 
less  hours  of  work,  which  was  evident 
through  the  amazing  technical  aspects  of 
each  production. 

Also  in  the  arts,  Andrewworked  over 
the  past  summer  at  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra’s  Days  in  the  Arts  camp.  He 
attended  this  camp  in  the  seventh  grade 
as  a  young  bassoonist,  and  enjoyed  it  so 
much  that  he  decided  to  return  in  2003  as 
a  CIT  for  the  instrumental  counselor.  For 
two  weeks,  Andrew  guided  and  mentored 
other  aspiring  musicians. 

In  the  music  department  at  Boston 
Latin  School,  Andrew  isn’t  very  hard  to 
find  in  the  band.  He’s  one  of  only  three 
bassoon  players  in  the  school  He  is  first 
bassoonist  in  the  Senior  Concert  Band, 
and  also  plays  in  the  Honors  Orchestra 
conducted  by  the  Maestro.  In  the  ninth 
grade,  he  was  accqited  into  the  Southeast 
District  Junior  (Orchestra.  During  the 
National  Honor  Society  inductions,  you 
can  see  him  running  around  trying  to  be 
in  three  places  at  once,  as  a  bassoonist,  a 
BLSTV  assistant  and  the  NHS  president. 

He  plans  to  continue  his  musied  interests 
with  the  bassoon  in  college. 

Andrew  is  a  very  well-rounded  per 
son,  dipping  into  a  litde  bit  of  everythigg^ 
He’s  currently  undecided  about  college 
plans,  but  he’U  do'just  fine.  If  I  had  fo  [)ut 
nioh^y  on  if,  in«  few  years',  you’ll  prob¬ 
ably  'find  him'  either  in  charge  of  CBS 
or  ah  en^neering  eompariy^^-kn'd,  either 
way,  relaxing  on  his  S20  million  yacht. 
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Prom  Fashion  and  Best  Dressed 


By  Cassandra  Kull,  I  & 
Alberta  Wright,  I 

Staff  Writers 


Prom  is  fast  approaching  here  at 
Boston  Latin  School — for  seniors,  that  is. 
Juniors,  keep  fighting,  and  sophomores, 
keep  the  hope  alive:  the  semi  can  hap¬ 
pen.  For  those  of  us  who  know  we  have  a 
formal  dance  to  go  to  this  year,  the  first 
thing  on  all  our  minds  is 
what  to  wear.  After  all,  the 
date  takes  second  prefer 
ence — he  has  to  match 
your  dress,  but  you  don’t 
have  to  match  his  outfit. 

This  year,  steer  clear 
of  heavy,  burdensome 
dresses  that  weigh  you 
down  with  beads  and  se¬ 
quins.  I  once  heard  this 
piece  of  advice:  “If  Beyonce 
wore  it  to  an  award  show, 
stay  away.”  In  other  words, 
instead  of  going  for  the 
long,  glammed-out  dresses 
of  the  past,  try  for  a  new, 
shorter,  more  easy^to^wear 
and  fun  silhouette:  the 
cocktail  dress.  While  we 
all  want  to  look  like  prin¬ 
cesses  on  prom  night,  trust 
me,  the  logistics  do  not 


pull  up  your  dress  constantly  and  having 
it  stepped  on  when  you  try  to  elegantly 
descend  the  steps  onto  the  dance  floor  is 
not  cute.  What  is  cute,  however,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Amy  Astley,  editorin-chief  of  Teen 
Vogue  magazine,  is  “a  shorter  length,  and 
a  very  ‘50s  inspired  silhouette.”  A  silhou¬ 
ette  means  you  don’t  have  to  worry  about 
a  flat  tummy;  it  features  a  tight  bodice 
and  flares  out  from  the  waist.  Also,  in 
a  short  dress  you  have 
freedom  of  movement 
and  the  opportunity  to 
show  off  some  amazing 
shoes.  This  year,  have 
fun  with  metallic  shades 
and  bright  colors.  Also, 
don’t  always  go  for  the 
classic  open-toed  heel; 
go  for  a  pointy  or  round¬ 
toed  pump  or  even  some 
wedges  if  the  dress  is 
summery  enough.  Fi¬ 
nally,  before  you  go  out 
and  buy  a  cookie-cut¬ 
ter  Jessica  McCUntock 
dress,  check  your  mom’s 
closet.  Maybe  she  has  a 
^classic  number  that  you 
Scan  revive  with  some 
new  accessories  and 
Ishoes.  Yes,  it’s  a  long 
shot.  The  ‘70s  were  a 


SHORT  AND  LIGHT  IS  IN  THIS  YEAR 


make  you  feel  like  a  princess.  Having  to  cruel  time  for  prom  dresses,  but  just  give 


it  a  try. 

While  considering  the  dress,  shoes, 
hair,  makeup,  bag  and  dinner  for  the 
big  night,  don’t 
forget  your  date, 
who  might  be 
paying  for  some 
part  of  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Get  him  a 
boutonniere  that 
will  cause  a  fresh 
sensation  at  the 
prom.  Trying  to 
figure  out  the 
spelling  of  the 
word  on  Google, 

I  found  that 
the  first  hit  for 
“boutoimiere”  is 
a  single  artificial 
white  rose  from 
Michaels  Craft 
Store.  Go  for 
something  with 
a  hint  of  color, 
or  avoid  the  rose 
altogether.  And  who  could  forget  the  ride, 
one  of  the  most  crucial  ingredients  of 
prom  night?  We  all  know  that  last  year,  the 
huge  stretch  Hummer  or  other  limousine 
was  the  number  one  choice.  While  it’s 
impossible  to  deny  the  cost  benefits  of 
going  in  a  group,  this  year,  why  don’t  you 
chauffeur  an  old  school  Caddy  and  arrive 


A  LITTLE  FLARE  LENDS  SOME  STYLE 


at  the  prom  with  the  top  down,  screamin’ 
out...  you  get  the  idea. 

While  this  year’s  Superlatives  were 
,  ■  i  unanimously  declared  “whack” 
by  the  entire  senior  class,  our 
winners  for  Best  Dressed  actually 
deserved  the  title.  Joanne  Vurmo, 
a  senior  known  for  her  glamorous 
style,  won  the  coveted  title  of 
“Best  Dressed  Girl.”  She  won  be¬ 
cause  her  love  Tor  clothes  shows 
through  in  her  outfits  everyday. 
I’ve  been  shopping  with  this  girl 
,  and  trust  me,  it’s  an  experience. 
Joanne  says  that  the  most  impor 
tant  part  of  her  outfit  is  matching 
shoes  and  accessories  and  that 
earrings  are  the  one  essential 
item  in  her  wardrobe. 

When  the  amazed  Phys¬ 
ics  I  class  took  a  peek  at  Justin 
Huynh’s  (I)  many  Christmas 
presents  this  past  winter,  each 
one  contained  less  and  less  of  a 
I  surprise.  They  were  all  clothes. 
But  anyone  who  is  friends  with 


him  would  know  that’s  exactly  what  he 
wants.  Always  put  together  with  careful 
attention  to  detail,  this  boy’s  classic  style 
has  garnered  him  a  lot  of  attention  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin.  It  was  made  even  more  obvious 
when  he  won  “Best  Dressed  Guy.”  An  early 
sporter  of  argyle,  Justin  always  presents  a 
complete  package,  sealed  with  a  whiff  of 
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Continued  from  pajtf  12 

took  time  out  of  their  schoolwork  and 
activities  to  practice  the  dances  and  set 
up  the  stage.  We  stayed  after  school  the 
week  of  the  show  imti  10  p.m.  working.” 
All  the  members,  especially  the  officers, 
worked  very  hard  to  make  the  show  a 
success,  and  it  was!  The  audience  did  not 
consist  mainly  of  Latinos,  but  was  made 
up  of  people  of  various  nationalities.  Tor 
rejon  commented  on  this  with  great  enthu¬ 
siasm,  saying,  “It  was  great.  Our  members 
are  not  only  Latinos,  but  also  they  are 
from  different  nationalities  and  it  gives  our 
club  a  unique  quality  We  provide  tutor 
ing  during  school  and  on  the  weekends, 
and  we  also  have  field  trips  and  retreats. 
We’re  really  dedicated  to  building  a  strong 


system  of  support  for  imderrepresented 
kids  in  BLS,  and  I  think  we’re  doing  that 
just  fine.”  Clearly,  we  can  look  forward  to 
a  successful  TAG  for  2007,  if  this  year’s 
show  was  any  indication. 

One  week  later,  on  March  31,  the  In¬ 
ternational  Showcase  hosted  its  own  pro¬ 
gram.  The  show  was  organized  last  year  by 
the  Desi  Society,  but,  unfortunately,  over 
whelming  numbers  of  senior  club  members 
graduated  in  2005.  Thanks  to  the  guidance 
of  advisor  Mr.  Alalcolm  Flynn  and  the  will¬ 
ingness  of  seniors  Zi  Xiu  Chen,  Famil  Shah, 
Sorailla  Duquerette,  Sarah  Sears  and  Ste- 
fanie  Chan  along  with  several  other  dedi¬ 
cated  members,  the  legacy  of  International 
Showcase  was  carried  on  this  year.  The 
purpose  of  the  club,  as  the  name  suggests, 
is  to  entertain  and  educate  the  audience 
with  various  acts  from  different  countries. 


The  16  acts  featured  performances  from 
countries  such  as  China,  France,  Ireland, 
Italy,  Spain,  Africa  and  the  Antilles  Islands 
of  the  Caribbean.  The  show  started  off 
with  a  Parade  of  Nations  like  that  of  the 
TAG  show,  featining  flags  from  the  differ 
ent  countries  aroimd  the  world. 

Notable  performances  included  an 
Irish  step  dance  and  an  Italian  Tarantella 
dance.  The  evening  showcased  singers  such 
as  Hoi  Nguyen  (I),  Thanh  Thu  Ngo  (I)  and 
master  of  ceremonies  Cindy  Guan  (I),  as 
well  as  Danielle  Cromartie  (V),  who  sang  a 
French  aria  from  The  Phantom  of  the  Opera. 
There  was  also  a  very  unique  French  rap 
by  Colin  Santangelo  (II)  about  slavery  and 
its  modem  consequences,  and  a  declama¬ 
tion  by  the  accomplished  Vinh  Hua  (I). 
The  Showcase  closed  with  a  rendition  of 
a  traditional  Chinese  fan  dance  performed 


to  a  contemporary  song,  entitled  Phoenix 
Farewell.  If  you  did  not  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  see  such  great  performances,  you 
just  might  have  another  chance  at  this 
year’s  Asian  Night  on  May  19. 

Both  the  International  Showcase 
and  the  TAG  show  could  not  have  hap¬ 
pened  without  the  sacrifice,  planning  and 
hard  work  of  all  members,  volunteers  and 
officers.  Leaders  from  both  clubs  would 
like  to  extend  their  gratitude  to  all  of  those 
who  performed  and  helped  make  these 
shows  possible.  Without  the  dedication 
and  willingness  of  such  a  body  of  students, 
the  Latin  School  community  could  not 
enjoy  such  varied  performances.  Students 
and  teachers  will  all  be  looking  forward  to 
next  year’s  shows! 

Additional  reporting  by  Chris  Andrade 

(I). 


Boston  Ballet  Hits  A  "Grand  Slam" 


By  Julia  Ryan,  HI 

Staff  Writer 


There’s  something  unique  about 
“Grand  Slam,”  a  series  of  separate  per¬ 
formances  packed  into  one  night  at  the 
Wang  Theatre.  It  may  be  the  fact  that 
not  only  one  dance  is  being  performed, 
but  four,  each  varying  in  length,  emotion, 
and  style.  It  may  be  the  music;  unlike 
usual  performances,  the  full  Boston  Bal¬ 
let  Orchestra  was  not  present.  It  may  be 
the  fact  that  none  of  the  pieces  are  clas¬ 
sical  ballet.  Although  very  different,  all 
are  types  of  modern  dance.  Every  spring, 
the  Boston  Ballet  turns  its  focus  towards 
contemporary  work 

The  performance  starts  with  “Ete¬ 
sian,”  choreographed  by  Helen  Pickett,  a 
San  Francisco  native.  Pickett  is  a  retired 
dancer  from  William  Forsythe’s  Ballet 
Frankfurt  where  she  danced  for  eleven 
years.  “Etesian”  is  her  first  work  for  a 
major  dance  company.  Choreographed 
for  eight  dmce^  it  begins  without  ac¬ 
companiment,  in.absolute,sUen(;c-‘7he 
lights  slowly  reveal  pn,e,  womaB,:^ipg  , 
away,  from  thp  stage.  Eventually,  violin,,, 
and  piano  pieces  by  Bach  and  Beethoven 
seep  into  the  movements.  The  motions. 


in  this  piece  are  so  fluid  and  ethereal  that 
it  almost  seems  as  if  the 
dancers  do  not  have 
bones.  When  watching 
this  piece,  viewers  are 
reminded  of  nature,  the 
woods,  and  bubbling 
brooks.  It  is  reflective, 
light  and  graceful. 

In  sharp  contrast, 

“Plan  to  B”  is  a  rapid, 
lively,  and  thrilling  piece 
which  was  premiered 
by  the  Boston  Ballet  in 
2004.  It  was  written  by 
Jorma  Elo  of  the  Neth¬ 
erlands  for  two  women 
and  four  men  and  set 
to  music  by  Heinrich 
Ignaz  Franz  von  Biber. 

The  movements  are 
brisk  and  rigid,  vastly 
different  than  those 
of  “Etesian.”  “Plan  to 

B”  bursts  with  nearly  ^50°  ^^^^bahena 


“Up  and  Down,”  by  Mark  Morris,  who 
is  considered 


hori2;Qntal  airborne  .spins  and  seems,  to, 
,be  over  as  soon  4s  it  began,  l^stmg.qnlyi 

,tweiyp,minw^s-.-  ■ 

After  the  intermission  is  the  per 
formance  the  audience  came  to  see: 


as  one  of  the 
best  modern 
dance  chore¬ 
ographers  in 
the  world.  He 
is  also  thought 
of  as  being  the 
controversial 
“bad  boy”  of 
modern  dance 
because  of  his 
outspokenness 
and  unconven¬ 
tional  danc¬ 
es.  “Up  and 
Down”  is  very 
simple,  yet  im¬ 
pressionable. 
The  costumes 
are  black  and 
simple,  and  the 
dances  seem 
—  very  symmetri¬ 
cal  and  .based  pn  dassical  ballet,  move- 
.  meats.!  Morris,  how6vec,i  creates- a.  piece/ 
that  fits /seamlessly -with  the  musici. 
Alexander  Glazunov’s  “Quartet  for  Four 
Saxophones.”  The  composition  of  the 


music  seems  to  flow  from  the  dancers 
themselves. 

“Grand  Slam”  ends  with  “Lam- 
barena,”  created  by  the  American  Val 
Caniparoli.  By  far  the  most  distinctive 
and  exotic  of  the  four  pieces,  “Lamba- 
nera”  combines  West  African  moves  with 
classical  ballet.  Caniparoli  uses  music 
by  Bach  fused  with  traditional  African 
songs  arranged  by  Pierre  Akendengue 
and  Hughes  de  Courson  to  emphasize 
the  connection  between  both  types 
of  dance.  It  displays  more  commonly 
found  moves  in  everyday  dance  such  as 
hip  shaking,  shimmying,  and  a  freedom 
that  is  not  found  in  classical  ballet.  The 
costumes  were  very  elaborate  and  color 
ful.  “Lambarena”  was  an  obvious  crowd 
pleaser  and  an  exciting  finale. 

The  four  pieces  were  all  very  dis¬ 
tinctive  and  refreshing.  Each  offered  a 
different  emotion  for  the  viewer  and  cre¬ 
ated  an  unpredictable  and  more  exciting 
experience  than  watching  just  one  per 
.formance.  They  complemented  one  and 
another  and,.  aSJa  whole,  made  “Grand 
.Siam"  a  memorable  experience.' 

The  “Grand  Slam”  opened  ' ay 'the-’ 
Boston  Ballet  on  March  'i6  and  ran 
through  March  26,  2006, 
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BLS  Crew  Trying  to  Repeat  as  Champs 


By  Nicholas  Milano,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Last  year  around  this  time,  the 
Boston  Latin  School  crew  team  was 
preparing  for  its  fourth  season  under 
the  guidance  of  coach  Gillian  Curran  in 
hopes  that  all  its  hard  work  would  pay 
off.  Having  suffered  a  string  of  losing 
seasons,  the  team  was  hungry,  if  not 
starving,  for  a  brealrout  year.  Three 
months  latei — three  months  of  hard 
work,  obstacles  and  triumphs — the  2005 
title  of  best  Massachusetts  public  high 
school  crew  team  belonged  to  the  girls. 
In  the  final  three  weeks  of  the  season, 
the  girls  were  untouchable  and  produced 
two  straight  wins  at  the  Lowell  Invi¬ 
tational  and  the  Massachusetts  Public 
Schools  State  Championship  Rowing 
Regatta,  and  had  a  strong  season  finale 
at  the  New  England  Interscholastic  Re¬ 
gatta. 

One  year  later,  the  girls  are  enter 
ing  the  upcoming  season  as  champions, 
with  all  the  pressure  to  deliver  a  repeat 
performance.  Their  victorious  2005  run 
put  the  girls  on  top  of  the  Massachusetts 
high  school  rowing  world,  but  to  stay 
there  will  be  an  even  more  challenging 
campaign.  The  girls  acknowledge  that 
to  be  the  best,  one  must  train  as  if  she 


were  the  best.  They  have  tried  to  get 
a  jump  start  on  the  competition  by 
spending  their  own  money  to  train  in 
Florida  on  the  Banana  River.  The  girls 
traded  in  potential 
sleep  and  relaxation 
for  a  week  of  double 
sessions  on  the  river  in 
hopes  that  this  extra 
effort  will  result  in  a 
second  straight  title  as 
Massachusetts’s  best. 

On  paper,  the 
team  that  the  girls 
have  this  year  is  more 
skilled  and  more  ready 
than  the  crew  they  sent 
to  the  rivers  last  year. 

Although  the  team 
lost  six  seniors,  it  has 
boatloads  (literally)  of 
talent,  depth  and  ex¬ 
perience.  The  girls  are 
led  by  senior  captains 
Alarlene  O’Hara,  Lani  - 


Bernazzani,  Lauren  Costello,  Elizabeth 
Hanson,  Stephanie  Tougas  and  Amanda 
Connolly.  When  asked  about  what  it 
means  to  be  entering  her  final  year  of 


Skipper  and  Mara  Edelman,  but  just  as 
important  are  the  rest  of  the  seniors, 
most  of  whom  have  been  with  the  team 
for  four  years.  In  addition  to  the  three 
captains,  the  seven  other  seniors  are, 
in  no  particular  order,  Kelly  Kennefick, 
Danielle  Valle-Fitzgerald,  Carolyn 


crew,  Kennefick  responded,  “The  best 
part  about  being  on  the  team  for  five 
years  is  that  we  have  been  able  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  result  of  all  the  hard  work  and 
dedication  we  have  put  into  the  team  as 
we  went  from  basically  no  team  to  the 
state  champs  last  year.” 


Backing  up  the  central  core  of 
seniors  is  a  solid  group  of  younger  row¬ 
ers,  including  juniors  Catherine  Coyne, 
Alex  Lane  and  Molly  Johnson.  From  the 
oldest  and  most  veteran 
captains  to  the  youngest 
and  greenest  rowers,  all 
the  girls  are  equally  eager 
to  begin  defending  their 
championship  status  and 
equally  dedicated  to  crew 
and  each  other. 

The  new  season  be¬ 
gan  on  April  8  on  the 
Charles  River,  and  each 
team  member  had  been 
eagerly  counting  down  to 
that  day  of  days.  The  crew 
team  has  been  working 
hard  for  another  success¬ 
ful  season  representing  the 
Boston  Latin  School  and 
deserves  to  have  a  strong 
following,  so  get  the  word 
out.  The  Kentucky  Derby, 


boasted  to  be  the  most  exciting  two  min¬ 
utes  in  sports,  has  nothing  on  crew  races. 
Not  only  are  the  races  fun,  but  so  is  the 
whole  regatta  atmosphere.  Along  with 
free  food  and  nice  weather,  where  else 
can  hundreds  of  girls  walking  around  in 
spandex  be  found? 


Boys'  Tennis  Serving  it  Up  in  2006 


By  Ron  Bower,  I 

Staff  Writer 


To  put  it  bluntly,  last  year’s  boys’ 
tennis  team  was  dreadful.  Some  put  the 
blame  on  poor  coaching  while  others 
thought  that  the  players  did  not  take 
the  team  seriously.  Whatever  the  reason 
might  have  been,  the  Wolfpack  limped 
its  way  through  a  4-16  season  in  2005. 
But  as  can  be  seen  by  their  practices 
this  spring,  the  boys  are  out  to  show 
that  they  can  compete  against  any  team 
in  the  league.  New  head  coach  Herb 
Chenell  likes  what  he  sees  and  is  looking 
forward  to  a  great  season. 

This  year’s  first  test  was  on  April  3 
against  Xaverian.  Team  captain  Giancan 
lo  Graziani  (I  I)  won  his  match,  as  did 
the  doubles  team  consisting  of  captain 
Josh  Li  (I  I)  and  Tony  Xing  (I  I).  Un¬ 
fortunately,  losses  in  the  other  singles 
and  doubles  matches  forced  a  deciding 
fifth  singles  match.  David  Qin  (HI)  was 
down  early  in  his  set,  but  fought  back 
and  helped  the  Wolfpack  to  its  first  win 


ever  over  the  Xaverian  Hawks.  “To  see  a 
kid  have  that  kind  of  mental  toughness 
and  determination  to  compete,  it  just 
showed  what  this  team  is  capable  of  and 
is  going  to  do  this  season,”  said  coach 
Chenell  following  the  team’s  first  win 
of  the  season. 

Most  exciting  about  this  year’s 
team  is  its  depth.  It  has  a  strong  core 
of  players  at  the  junior  and  sophomore 
levels.  The  lack  of  any  seniors  this 
season  only  results  in  a  team  in  which 
the  players  can  become  even  better  for 
next  year. 

Despite  having  led  Milton  Acad¬ 
emy,  the  2005  New  England  Champion, 
to  a  very  successful  record  in  his  ten¬ 
ure,  coach  Chenell  had  to  leave  in  the 
off-season  due  to  restrictions  placed 
by  the  school  on  coaches.  “I  came  to 
Boston  Latin  because  I  saw  an  exciting 
opportunity.  The  players  have  a  strong 
work  ethic  and  are  very  motivated.” 
Though  that  may  be,  the  coach  still 
sees  places  where  the  team  can  improve. 
The  Wol^ack’s  utmost  concern  at  the 


moment  is  unforced  errors.  An  example 
of  this  is  the  struggle  the  team  showed 
with  accuracy  during  practice,  especially 
during  its  volley  drills. 

With  last  season’s  poor  record, 
the  boys  were  unable  to  make  the  Dual 
County  League  tour 
nament.  They  need  to 
have  at  least  eight  wins 
in  DCL  matches  to 
qualify  for  the  tourna¬ 
ment.  Their  first  league 
match  was  against 
Lincoln-Sudbury  on 
April  6,  but  as  coach 
Chenell  pointed  out, 
their  toughest  matches 
are  ahead  of  them.  “I 
like  the  way  our  sched¬ 
ule  is  set  this  season. 

The  lesser  teams  are  up 
first,  which  will  help  us 
build  our  confidence  and  really  be  ready 
by  mid-season.”  Teams  that  the  Boston 
Latin  School  needs  to  watch  out  for  are 
Concord-Carlisle,  whose  doubles  teams 


are  among  the  league's  best,  and  Acton- 
Boxboro.  Fortunately,  Boston  Latin  will 
not  be  playing  Concord  until  April  28 
and  Acton-Boxboro  until  May  10,  both 
of  them  teams  that  have  been  weakened 
by  the  loss  of  valuable  seniors. 

Coach 
Chenell  is  not 
used  to  losing, 
and  doesn’t 
plan  to  start 
now,  instilling 
a  winning  at¬ 
titude  in  his 
players.  “I 
really  think 
we’re  going 
to  be  the  sur¬ 
prise  of  the 
league  this 
year,”  stated 
a  confident 
Chenell.  The  Wolfpack  will  definitely 
be  better  than  they  were  last  season,  so 
look  for  it  to  make  a  strong  run  at  the 
playoffs. 


2006  Fantasy  Baseball  Preview 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  II 

Assistant  Sports  Ediotr 


The  sunny  and  breezy  weeks  of 
spring  training  have  come  to  a  close,  and 
the  long,  grueling  162-game  regular  sea¬ 
son  has  now  commenced.  The  buzz  has 
returned  as  the  players  take  to  the  fields 
nationwide.  Meanwhile,  in  the  safety 
of  their  own  homes,  fans  rush  to  their 
computers  with  thoughts  of  conquering 
their  leagues  in  the  expansive  world  of 
fantasy  baseball.  Since  the  turn  of  the 
millennium,  fantasy  baseball  has  been 
latmched  into  mass  popularity,  transform¬ 
ing  the  ordinary  fan  into  the  next  Theo 
Epstein.  The  fans  are  left  in  charge  of  the 
trades,  draft  picks  and  waiver  pickups, 
and  here  they  can  accomplish  what  their 
hometown  GM  has  not.  This  year  looks  • 
to  be.a  topsy-,turvyione  full  of  questions  .1 
yet  unanswered.  Here’s  a  look  ahead  fromi . 
a  fantasy  stiandpoiht:  >1-  h.'.  ■  i  'i' ' 

'  -  First  base  isaposition  stocked  with 


established,  MVP-caliber  talent.  Albert 
Phijols,  Derrek  Lee  and  Mark  Teixeira  all 
are  easily  40-110  guys  who  hit  for  average. 
Beyond  that,  look  for  Philadelphia’s  Ryan 
Howard  to  make  a  big  splash  in  his  first 
full  major  league  season.  Howard  tore  up 
big  league  pitching  after  being  promoted 
last  year  due  to  injuries,  and  this  season 
looks  to  really  take  advantage  of  that  short 
right  field  fence  in  his  home  park.  Sec¬ 
ond  base  and  shortstop  aren’t  as  blessed 
with  overall  talent  other  than  the  annual 
stars,  including  Miguel  Tejada,  Michael 
'Vbung  and  Jeff  Kent.  Completing  the  trip 
around  the  horn,  the  third  base  depth 
chart  consists  of  reigning  AL  MVP  Alex 
Rodriguez,  Miguel  Cabrera  and  David 
Wright.  A  wild  card  at  the  position  might 
be  Washington’s  Ryan  Zimmerman.  He 
had  a  successful  stint  in  the  bigs  last  year 
.  (.397  average);  pl^s  Gold  GloveTWorthy 
defense- and- has  the-abilifyto  hi-t'to-  alL 
fields- in  a  sjfadbus  p^rk-  ddwn-iitD.G.''' 
He  is  very;capable  pf  snatching  $ufprise 


Rookie  of  the  Year  honors. 

Outfield  rankings  this  year  are  more 
complicated  to  pick,  but  they  also  prove  to 
be  more  fun.  Once  again,  Manny  Ramirez, 
Vlad  Guerrero  and  Gary  Sheffield  head 
this  year’s  class,  but  there  are  many  oth¬ 
ers  vying  to  crack  that  top  level.  Jason  Bay 
looks  to  keep  improving  upon  his  numbers 
for  a  fourth  consecutive  season,  and  Ken 
Griffey,  Jr.  hopes  to  keep  his  hot  streak 
alive  following  a  sizzling  WBC  perfor¬ 
mance.  Meanwhile,  Barry  Bonds  wishes  to 
rebound  from  an  injury-plagued  2005  cam¬ 
paign  and  to  scrape  through  a  full-blo-wn 
steroids  scandal.  Rising  stars  and  trendy 
prospect  picks  include  NL  Rookie  of  the 
Year  favorite  Jeremy  Hermida,  Atlanta 
hotshot  Jeff  Francoeur  and  2003  number 
one  pick  Delmon  "Voung.  The  designated 
hitter  area  is  surprisingly  deeper  this  year, 
nvith’D&Vid-OWiz  ato'd  Tr-adS  HifriW  -both 
'■'topptrtg'dffthTs-yb^’S-'cfyip'. ■  '•'  '  ■.v-i  , 
‘  ■'  Finally,  there’s  pitching,  wffiich  fe  key* 

to  a  winning  fantasy  team.  The  Chicago 


White  Sox  had  the  deepest  rotation  last 
year  and  backed  it  up  by  winning  the 
World  Series,  proving  that  pitching  -wins 
championships,  and  the  same  goes  for 
fantasy  Johan  Santana,  Jake  Peavy  and  Pe¬ 
dro  Martinez  are  all  cash  money  in  terms 
of  producing  wins.  NL  Cy  Young  wiimer 
Chris  Carpenter  looks  to  retain  his  form 
from  last  year,  and  a  healthy  Ben  Sheets 
can  be  the  dark  horse  for  this  year’s  NL 
Cy  Young.  Seattle’s  FeUx  Hernandez  has 
been  called  “the  Reggie  Bush  of  baseball,” 
and  at  20  years  old,  is  considered  by  many 
to  be  the  best  pitching  prospect  in  the 
league.  -Francisco  Liriano  of  Minnesota 
could  be  the  ultimate  sleeper,  a  firing 
southpaw  who  eerily  fits  the  mold  of  his 
batterymate  Santana.  Also,  don’t  ignore 
Boston’s  o-wn  Jon  Papelbon,  a  player  who 
can -get  you  saves  .or  wins  as  a  starter, 

•  ^  depfendirig'  Wrf  his  •  role-  this  year/'Good*  ' 
''^luck'  P'rt'-ycttfr '^ek^oftyhnd  -femembef  that’'’ 
'*  'beifig'The'o*'E^st?efn'mi^t  hof  he  id  eafy'  ' 
afte'r'all.?'  '  ’  .  .  'V 
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Spotlight 


[OMAS  AhMADIFAR,  I 


Tyler  Drinkwater,  I 

Sions  EorrcHi  and  Cowtoioting  Wbiteb 


“Yju  messed  up  nay  symmetry!!!” 

‘Tim,  they’re  poker  chips.” 

It  is  not  often  that  one  encounters 
somecme  who  cares  about  the  little  thin^  like 
poker  ch^  CMrbaIHrrtrajpi  But  then  again,  it  is 
not  often  diat  someone  wdks  onto  the  football 
team  sophomore  year»d  becxstnes  a  startec 
When  a  peisoa  is  able  to  do  bod),  in  adcfition 
to  being  the  biggest  ditt  of  the  senior  class,  be 
is  a  special  person. 

Timl^ataiseiact^diatHeisanOCE)- 
controOed  person  who  becomes  fidgety  tdien 
the  sikerwaie  is  in  disorder  cn  the  (linner  td)ie, 
but  he  is  also  a  veteran  three  Boston  Latin 
School  sports.  I-fis  domain  lies  on  the  bald  field 
of  Koberto  Clements,  which  he  roamed  as  a 
threeTsar  starter  on  the  footban  team  before 
finally  elevating  hiinsdf  to  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  defense  this  past  season,  especially  in 
the  wake  of  fellow  senicx'  Bory  Bdey  s  eaify^ 
dq>aiture.  He  was  in  dte  heat  cf  battle  every 
c^  every  gante  as  a  sta'ting  cffensive  fine- 
man,  starting  midcfie  linebacker  and  the  teaiT& 
lopgsnqiperAsifdominatii^jjtysonihefine 
ofscrimmagewerenotenoqgbihehadtodis' 
tingcrish  himself  as  the  kadpgkidroftretiimer 
ofthe  offensive  fine,  tsiuming  more  than  one 
kickoff  as  for  as  his  legs  wndd  tike  him. 

AsifwaitingfordiegBwtogiowbackac  < 
Qemenee  during  the  dflwaerft  enoi^Tim 
dedded  to  return  indie  tpdqgofjimiar  year  to 
adtfaeaackandfield<emwittihistHitfa«ahfe 
abSties.  His  true  tdettduaedicou^aaoehe 
honed  in  on  the  janin  ia  akfition  to  making 
iMBame  known  at  competirions'Ihn  was  dMe 
tosetab^maikfordierestofdieteamfayget- 
dqgjiis  javelins  studcinaneaibytiee  on  numer 
oosoccasions.'Iheeiqgnioeofllmnataisthat 
he  w3fipgj|y  goes  where  he  is  needed  So  when 
dieCoadicdledhisnaiiberforpMTicTparipgin 
aioormeterdadiintheinidtfleofacoa^xecr 
tioi^  he  took  the  challenge  wiihagfowmg  smile 
on  Iris  foce.  bfot  ctt^  cfidTIm  win  the  race,  but 
he  won  with  his  shorts  filing  down  durirg  the 
entke  race  to  the  point  where  he  had  to  pull 
them  \3p  at  the  50-meter  made.  Tim’s  ^tnng 
exploits  with  the  track  team  came  after  a  brfef 
bin  memoralrie  career  in  the  basd)all  pHogcam 
as  a  soud^aavvr  pitdier  and  skgger 

Tim’s  dominance  on  the  playing  field 
be  nodmg  widiout  his  sq)reme  abib 
>  recuperate  off  it.  He  is  alw^  occufried 
g  videogames  while  namefaing 
>  in  either  coeixd  or  desgh  form- 
t  is  not  on,  his  E5VD  iri^«r  is,  wh3e  he 
switfafaisdis^infCtirelat^AIsOjdoncniet 
;  atbl^  drifides  overshadow  his 


for  photogr^lly  and  devdoping  his  own 
{iCbnes.  In  adrfitioo  to  his  love  fttr  !eisuie,Tlm 
isdecficatedtowegbdiftfogandisalw^wilfing 
to  lend  a  helping  £bad  as  a  spot  fin  a  big  lift. 


High 
ilifaislife  ji 
adowine  him  to 


Sports 


Boston  Latifl  Schqol  Argo, 


Track  and  Field  Running  Hard 


By  Brendan  McCoy,  n 

Contributing  Writer 


Of  all  the  sports  offered  at  Boston 
Latin  School,  outdoor  track  often  has  the 
most  members.  It  is  the  most  popular  of 
the  three  track  teams  (cross  country,  indoor 
track  and  outdoor  track),  because  it  offers 
more  events.  Unlike  cross  country,  which 
simply  involves  running  long  distances, 
track  and  field  incorporates  a  smattering  of 
events,  including  hurdles,  high  jumps,  pole 
vaulting,  javelins  and,  of  course,  sprinting. 
Unlike  in  indoor  track,  the  team  is  able  to 
have  all  these  other  events  because  there 
is  much  more  freedom  outdoors,  where 
one  can  toss  around  things  like  javelins 
and  shot^iuts  without  worrying  too  much 
about  hitting  something.  Perhaps  most 
importandy,  it  is  a  good  feeling  to  spend 
time  outdoors  when  the  weather  is  just 
starting  to  turn  warm. 

Participating  on  the  team  is  not  a 


side  activity;  rather,  it  requires  the  deter 
mination  to  run  every  day  after  school  for 
about  two  hours.  The  team  can  be  seen 
running  around  Roberto  Clemente  Field  in 
the  Fens.  Most  members  say  that  while  an 
actual  official  outdoor  track  would  be  nice, 
they  are  satisfied  with  things  the  way  they 
are.  Practicing  at  Clemente  has  become  a 
tradition  for  many,  and  they  do  not  want 
it  all  to  change  anytime  soon.  Despite  the 
fact  that  most  of  their  opponents  have  her 
ter  equipment,  no  one  makes  excuses. 

The  schools  of  the  Dual  County 
League  are  very  strong  at  running,  although 
not  because  of  their  facilities,  but  rather 
the  fact  that  many  of  their  students  are 
“farm  boys”  who  “run  to  school.”  This  is 
probably  a  bit  of  an  exaggeration,  but  most 
of  the  DCL  teams  are  very  strong  never 
theless.  The  Latin  School  team’s  goal  is  to 
win  consistentiy  and  create  a  solid,  winning 
program  like  that  of  Lincoln-Sudbury 

Recruiting  is  not  a  problem.  Every 


year  there  is  a  large  number  of  younger 
nmners  who  join.  If  they  would  show  the 
determination  and  dedication  to  the  sport 
that  their  captains  Michelle  Finley  (I), 
Caroline  O’Laughlin  (II)  and  Casey  Yuen 
(III)  do  on  a  consistent  basis,  then  they 
hold  the  potential  to  be  great  athletes  by 
the  time  they  reach  their  senior  year.  The 
spirit  shown  by  all  the  new  recruits  is  en¬ 
couraging,  and  if  they  stay  with  it,  they  will 
soon  lead  the  team  to  a  newfound  standard 
of  excellence. 

With  experienced  leaders  encourag¬ 
ing  younger  runners,  everyone  is  optimistic 
about  the  upcoming  season.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  what  the  team’s 
best  events  will  be,  but  in  the  past,  Boston 
Latin  has  done  well  in  the  long  distance 
runs,  possibly  due  to  the  number  of  nm¬ 
ners  who  also  participate  in  cross  coimtry 
As  captain  and  recent  DCL  AU-Star  Yuen 
says,  “I  feel  that  we  have  a  strong  upcom¬ 
ing  team  this  year.” 


Boys'  Volleyball  Enters  DCL 


By  Jimmy  Chen,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Over  the  past  few  years,  the  success 
of  the  boys’  volleyball  team  has  finally 
gained  notoriety.  Now  part  of  the  newly 
formed  Dual  County  League  for  volleyball, 
the  team  will  face  new  and  unfamiliar  op¬ 
ponents.  Still,  the  boys  cannot  forget  their 
rival,  Lincoln-Sudbury  (L-S),  whom  they 
wUl  continue  to  play  this  year.  On  play¬ 
ing  L-S,  captain  Gordon  Hoang  (I)  feels 
confident  that  after  a  year  of  training,  the 
team  is  in  tip-top  condition  and  has  paid 
back  L-S  with  a  win  this  year  after  suffer 
ing  a  heartbreaking  loss  that  gave  L-S  the 
Eastern  Alliance  banner.  “Our  team  is  only 
getting  better  because  we’ve  been  play¬ 
ing  together  for  the  past  few  years,”  said 
Hoang.  Leading  the  team  with  Hoang  is 
fellow  captain  Philip  Chan  (I).  The  remain¬ 
ing  spots  in  the  15-man  roster  are  filled  by 


Henry  Cheung,  Jianrong  Liu,  Arnold  But, 
Allen  Tse,  Bobby  Lee,  Daniel  Chiu,  Doug 
Wang,  James  McEUigott  and  Danny  Chan, 
who  are  aU  seniors.  The  team  also  includes 
four  juniors:  Alan  Mui,  Samson  Luu,  Sean 
Rabe  and  Philip  Yu. 

When  asked  about  the  average 
height  of  the  team,  which  is  relatively  short 
compared  to  the  norm,  Hoang  optimisti¬ 
cally  said,  “We  are  fast  on  offense,  and  we 
have  a  quick  defense.”  Overall,  the  captain 
seems  confident  that  they  will  do  well  in 
their  first  year  in  the  DCL.  Despite  losing 
five  starters  last  yeai — Eric  Chan,  Jim  Luo, 
Cornelius  Taabazuing  and  All-Scholastic 
Matt  Gittens — the  team  is  stiU  in  good 
shape,  with  Philip  Chan  having  recovered 
from  an  injury  last  year.  Even  though  this 
year  will  be  a  new  experience,  all  of  the 
players  have  been  anxiously  waiting  for  this 
moment.  “The  DCL  is  filled  with  better 
teams,  even  ones  I  have  never  heard  of,” 


said  Hoang. 

The  captains  feel  confident  that  some 
first-  and  second-year  players  are  improving 
rapidly,  which  will  give  them  a  deeper  lineup 
and  a  good  chance  to  go  further  into  the 
playoffs  and  possibly  capture  a  DCL  banner 
in  their  inaugural  year.  When  questioned 
about  how  it  feels  to  be  in  the  DCL,  Hoang 
said,  “We  have  been  finally  recognized  after 
a  few  great  years,  and  it  feels  great  to  be  in 
the  DCL  even  though  graduated  members 
and  alumn[il  cannot  take  part  in  this  season 
playing  wise,  but  without  them  we  wouldn’t 
have  this  chance.”  After  talking  about  the 
DCL,  the  vocal  captain  expressed  the 
importance  of  starting  off  hot  and  ending 
well.  “It  was  L-S  or  Boston  Latin  last  year; 
even  though  we  lost,  I  still  feel  that  we 
can  compete  against  them  and  do  well,” 
said  Hoang.  His  wishes  came  true  with  a 
dominating  Boston  Latin  School  victory 
over  L-S  to  start  the  season. 


Softball  Playing  with  Experience 


By  Michela  DeSantis,  I 

Staff  Writer 


the  b^jnnii«fc(rTlm 
stepping  sfo^  that  is 
his  skills ! 
realworidi 
calling  of  I 


coming 
hededdesto 
snapperinthe 
Tak^  Kobaya^  as  the  champion  of  the 
con^ietitive  eating  wodd,  becoming  an  OCD 
organizational  consultant  or  wherever  else  his 
betakes  huii,,thi&IJyde 
to 

mppeyiAh^wl^' ;  /izdJ  hrJ 


Although  the  season  has  techni¬ 
cally  not  yet  started,  the  girls’  softball 
team  is  off  to  a  busy  start.  So  far  the  girls’ 
afternoons  have  been  occupied 
with  tryouts,  training  and  prac¬ 
tice.  It  is  crucial  for  the  team  to 
work  hard  prior  to  the  season’s 
start  so  that  the  members  can 
get  out  the  kinks  and  sort  out 
and  determine  positions.  The 
loss  of  seniors  has  also  caused 
a  few  problems,  for  there  are 
many  open  spots  that  need  to 
be  filled  on  the  field.  “With 
every  loss  of  a  senior,  there’s 
usually  a  promising  player  to  fill 
the  gap,”  says  Elizabeth  Balaco- 
nis  (I)  when  asked  about  how 
the  team  is  going  to  cope  with 
the  departure  of  seniors. 

The  girls  are  also  prepai- 
ing  to  play  some  very  strong 
teams.  The  Dual  County 
League^  as  most  of  us  here  at 

Bost<^  l^in  School  knpw,  is  - 

one  most  competitive  leagues 


into  the  regular  season.  Balaconis  also 
mentioned  that  “although  we  haven’t 
been  able  to  see  our  team  in  action  yet, 
we’re  confident  that  we’ll  be  able  to  rack 


up  wins. 

The  team  is  led  by  captains  Bal- 


LIZ  BALACONIS  (I)  PATROLS  THIRD  BASE 


to  her  regular  position  as  shortstop.  The 
position  of  shortstop  will  most  likely  be 
taken  over  by  Kathleen  Roche  (III).  An¬ 
other  promising  sophomore  is  Christine 
Kelly,  who  will  be  alternating  between 
right  field  and  catcher  this  season  along 
with  Lorraine  McEUigott  (II). 
Although  the  spot  of  second 
baseman  has  yet  to  be  filled, 
the  captains  are  confident  that 
someone  will  be  able  to  play 
the  position  well. 

Having  overcome  poor 
seasons  and  obstacles  in  years 
past,  it  seems  that  this  year’s 
team  might  finally  have  its 
chance  at  postseason  play. 
Leblanc  added,  “In  the  past 
we’ve  always  had  a  young 
team,  but  now  five  of  our 
starting  positions  are  held  by 
seniors,  many  of  whom  have 
been  starting  for  a  few  years. 

’e  have  a  very  experienced 
jteam,  and  we  hope  to  take 
ladvantage  of  that  this  season.” 

uring  the  regular  season,  the 
team  practices  for  two  hours 


aconis  and  Laura  Leblanc  (I),  who  have 
been  playing  softball  at  Boston  Latin 
for  a  number  of  years.  Starting  seniors 
include  Maura  Donnelly  at  center  field, 

Taylor  Speranza  at  left  field,  and  Caitr 
lin  Kerrigan  as  a  pitcher.  Positions  are 
'  TihV.HoUadd,  the  team  'appears  tentative;  however,.' and*  dould- change '  i  meftibgts'd'asgiVe'i  Spot- in  ’thepla^dffs:’^ 

havfrig>^^■S«cWssftll:pf^SeaSot^SD-■f^rf,>■Bn!d'‘’  thn!)ughoutqteseason;.^alaconi«  will  bee  w/A’i*  .ka 
hdpeftiHy-thi^cCegs'wUl  be  eatri^edisvtl'i^  playiing-thirdfoase  this  Seasou,  as'Dpposed.' 

I  , .  I  i.i,<  '  ;  >'!  <[•<>  -j-j,  > 


in  thMftie.  This  especially  holds  true 
for  softbffl.  Teams  like  Acton-Boxboro, 
Concord-CarUsle,  Weston,  andWayland 
dominate  the  league  and  also  place  well 
in  the  state  tournament.  Led  by  coach 


on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  in  Allston  and 
plays  games  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  either  away  or  at  Daisy  Field  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  The  team  treks  it  out  day 
in  and  day  out,  and  for  their  neverend- 
ing  determination  and  hard  work,  the 


:  W^’ll  sfee  ho^^'Yife'SelfsOn'dftfoidS^Wi'th' 
.0  eath'gartie.'Go’Wol^&c'k!  ■Play’bafl! " 
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Spotlighi 

Theresa  O'Connell 


By  Paul  Pokaski,  I 

Sport  Editor 


Every  year  at  the  beginning  of 
April,  life  at  Boston  Latin  School 
changes  a  bit.  As  the  weather  begins  to 
warm  up  and  the  days  become  longer, 
sweatshirts  begin  to  overtake  parkas 
as  the  outerwear  of  choice.  No  longer 
does  the  cold  New  England  winter  re¬ 
strict  sports  to  the  indoors.  The  spring 
sport  season  has  begun  and  with  it,  the 
Boston  Latin  sailing  team’s  season. 

Before  looking  ahead  to  the 
brand  new  season,  however,  let  us 
quickly  take  a  look  at  how  the  team 
fared  last  year.  The  Wolfpack  finished 
with  only  two  wins  to  go  along  with 
six  losses.  While  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  squad  was  disappointed  with 
its  low  win  total  last  year,  it  was  still  a 
positive  showing.  The  team  improved 
from  the  year  before,  surpassing  its  win 
total  from  the  previous  season. 

If  the  Wolfpack  wishes  to  build 
upon  its  past  success,  it  will  have  to  do 
it  without  a  major  contributor  to  that 
improvement.  Coach  Emily  Drowne 
left  the  team  at  the  end  of  last  season. 
Nevertheless,  the  team  has  had  no 
problem  adjusting  to  its  new  coach. 
Coach  Gina  Chechak  comes  to  Boston 
Latin  School  with  a  wealth  of  experi¬ 
ence,  having  taught  sailing  lessons 
at  various  yacht  clubs.  The  team  has 
already  felt  her  positive  impact. 

The  Wolfpack  just  opened  its 
season  on  April  8  against  BU  Academy, 
in  what  was  the  first  competition  of 
what  is  sure  to  be  an  exciting  season. 


After  struggling  with  just  two  wins 
in  its  previous  season,  Boston  Latin 
sailing  is  certainly  looking  to  improve. 
Many  on  the  team  want  to  simply 
double  their  win  total  again  and  finish 
with  a  respectable  record  around  .500. 
Although  this  does  not  sound  all  that 


impressive,  it  would  be  better  than 
or  comparable  to  some  of  the  better 
squads  at  Latin  School. 

Although  the  team  has  set  some 
rather  lofty  goals,  it  is  certainly  not 
out  of  reach.  The  team  certainly  has 


the  potential  to  become  much  better. 
This  year’s  strong  senior  class  will  be 
crucial  to  its  success.  Although  senior 
co-captains  Theresa  O’Connell  and 
Keith  Webber  lead  the  way,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  overlook  the  contributions 
that  the  rest  of  the  class  will  make.  Joe 
Bravoco,  Matthew  Luongo  and  Jessica 
Walsh  all  are  ready  to  contribute  their 
experience  and  sailing  abilities  just  as 
well.  Nevertheless,  the  biggest  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  team  could  be  made 
by  underclassmen.  Although  they  are 
relative  newcomers  Ryan  Byrnes  (IV) 
and  Jesse  Byrnes  (V)  could  make  the 
biggest  impact  this  year.  Last  year,  the 
brothers  wowed  their  teammates  with 
their  abilities  and,  with  another  year 
of  sailing  experience,  they  are  sure  to 
keep  on  winning. 

Just  like  any  other  Latin  sports 
team,  the  Boston  Latin  sailing  team 
L  practices  as  hard  as  it  competes.  Every 
i  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  its 
members  head  down  to  Courageous 
Sailing  Center  in  Charlestown  to  tune 
their  skills.  Also,  keep  in  mind  that 
although  it  may  be  spring,  the  winds 
on  Boston  Harbor  can  still  be  cold 
and  bitter.  The  members  of  the  sailing 
team  also  do  not  mind  a  bit  of  rainfall, 
as  they  are  out  there  whether  the  sun 
is  or  not. 

Although  sailing  may  not  rouse 
your  school  spirit  like  some  other 
sports  do,  it  is  definitely  something  to 
keep  track  of  Look  for  the  Wolfpack 
to  be  competitive  in  every  meet,  and 
hopefully  they  will  have  many  victo- 
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Girls'  Tennis  Returning  to  Top 
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If  you  happen  to  drop  by  the  Sports¬ 
men’s  Tennis  Club  in  Dorchester,  you  will 
see  the  Boston  Latin  School  girls’  tennis 
team  hard  at  work.  The  girls,  with  their 
passion  for  the  sport,  are  there  practice 
ing  every  day  after  school,  improving 
their  tennis  skills.  The  team  has  the 
drive  and  determination  that  wUl  get 
it  far  in  this  year’s  season.  With  co¬ 
captains  Lara  Hamad  (I),  Tara  Banani 
(I)  and  Kara  Richie  (II)  leading  the 
team,  the  girls  are  looking  forward  to 
a  much  more  successful  season  than 
last  year’s.  In  addition  to  the  captains, 
they  have  Megan  Mulrooney  (V)  and 
Caterina  Goncalves  (V)  returning. 
There  are  two  remaining  spots  left  on 
varsity  and  the  tryouts  for  the  vacant 
spots  are  going  well.  Coach  Paulanne 
KennedyWilson  is  taking  her  time  in 
trying  to  decide  who  will  take  those 
spots.  There  were  a  lot  of  girls  who 
showed  up  at  tryouts.  Those  not  as 
experienced  as  others  were  put  on 
the  junior  varsity  team.  As  for  the  re¬ 
maining  few,  it  will  be  a  hard  decision 
to  make.  Having  coached  the  tennis 
team  for  19  years,  coach  KennedyWil- 
son  is  deciding  who  will  be  the  best 
suited  for  varsity  in  order  to  mold  a 
group  that  will  get  along  and  be  very 
successful  in  their  matches. 

Looking  back  at  last  season,  the 
tenms  team  had  a  terrific  year.  Hamad 

says,  “Last  year  was  great.  We  had  a  _ 

really  good  team.”  One  reason  for  the 
girls’  success  can  be  found  in  Mulrooney 
and  Goncalves,  who  were  sbdes  last  year. 
They  were  and  continue  to  be  amazing 
assets  to  the  team.  Both  Mulrooney  and 
Goncalves  helped  lead  the  girls  to  the 
North  Sectiopal  Finals.  In  the  playoff 
matches,  the  girls  managed  to  beat  their 


rival  team,  Newton  South,  to  whom  they 
had  lost  twice  during  the  regular  season. 
Though  they  did  not  advance  far  in  the 
finals,  being  finalists  in  the  North  Section¬ 
als  was  certainly  an  accomplishment. 

This  year,  there  are  new  goals  for  ev¬ 
eryone  on  the  team.  In  addition  to  trying 
to  win  their  matches  and  making  it  to  the 
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pos^season,  “we  want  to  get  our  line-up 
together  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  every¬ 
one  can  get  used  to  their  spot,”  comments 
Richie.  The  girls  also  must  figure  out  the 
perfect  way  to  balance  the  team  in  order 
to  make  the  strongest  line-up  possible  in 
order  to  beat  their  Dual  County  League 
opponents.  Currently,  they  are  still  in 


the  process  of  figuring  out  whow  going 
to  play  which  position.  Once  coach  Ken- 
nedy-Wilson  decides  the  right  spot  for 
each  girl,  the  team  will  go  far. 

Every  team  at  this  school  aspires  to 
make  it  to  pos^season  play.  The  Boston 
Latin  tennis  team  is  no  different.  Both 
the  coach  and  players  hope  that  they  can 
again  make  it  to  the  finals  and  do 
well  in  the  states/playoffs.  In  order 
to  do  this,  the  team  must  be  able  to 
make  a  strong  hnenip  and,  of  course, 
try  the  best  that  it  can.  The  girls 
are  more  than  determined  this  year 
to  advance  further  into  the  finals 
than  they  did  last  year.  Hamad  says 
that  they  will  not  give  up  because 
they  really  want  the  title  of  being 
state  champs  in  the  DCL  for  girls’ 
tennis. 

This  year’s  set  of  players  is 
strong.  The  team  has  five  out  of  sev¬ 
en  players  returning  from  last  year. 
With  most  of  the  varsity  members 
returning,  the  team  is  more  experi¬ 
enced  and  more  knowledgeable  of 
what  to  expect  from  its  opponents. 
This  will  help  the  girls  in  the  long 
run,  especially  when  they  want  to 
beat  their  rivals  Newton  South  and 
the  2005  State  Champions,  Con- 
cord-Carlisle. 

The  girls’  tennis  team  is  a 
dynamic  group  of  girls.  They  are  aU 
close,  on  and  off  the  tennis  court. 
Since  it  is  a  small,  close-knit  team, 
there  are  a  lot  of  friendships  that 

_ •  have  formed  among  the  players. 

With  their  solid  bonds,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  girls  are  able  to  play  well 
together  and  vidn  most  of  their  matches. 
Hopefully  this  year  will  be  another  out¬ 
standing  seasoij.  for  the  girls.  As  of  right 
now,  the  team  is  taking  it  one  step  at  a 
time  in  order  to  attain  its  .ultimate  goal 
of  becoming  DCL  Champions. 


She’s  my  best  friend.  Have 
you  seen  her.’  She’s  the  5’9”  blonde¬ 
haired,  blue-eyed  girl  who’s  half 
of  the  cutest  couple  of  2006  that 
bounds  through  the  halls  every  day. 
If  you  don’t  already  know,  please 
let  me  introduce  you  to  Theresa 
O’Connell. 

I’ve  known  about  Theresa  for 
over  10  years  but  I’ve  only  really 
known  her  for  four.  I’m  not  quite 
sure  how  or  why,  but  one  day  in 
eighth  grade  we  became  friends. 
Thinking  about  it  now,  it  probably 
had  something  to  do  with  soccer. 
Actually,  it  definitely  did.  She’s  ba¬ 
sically  been  playing  since  she  cai 
home  from  the  hospital  18  years  ago 
Well,  not  really,  but  it  sure  seem 
like  it.  O’Connell  started  playii^ 
in  the  Parkway  House  League  as 
a  tyke,  then  moved  on  to  bigger 
and  better  games  when  she  joined 
Parkway  Travel.  And  if  you  know 
absolutely  anything  about  Theresa, 
it’s  that  she  plays  soccer  for  school. 
For  the  past  four  years,  this  girl 
has  helped  define  Latin  girls’  soc¬ 
cer.  She  brings  not  only  her  talent 
but  also  her  passion  to  every  single 
game.  I  have  never  in  my  entire  life 
seen  anyone  who  loves  something  so 
passionately. 

But  you  can  find  T-Baby  on 
land  or  on  sea.  Theresa  is  by  defi¬ 
nition  a  sailor.  Her  bag  with  her 
sailing  gear  is  jam-packed  with  wet 
suits,  booties  and  spray  jackets 
galore!  It  has  to  be  twice  as  big  as 
her  soccer  and  book  bags.  I  don’t 
know  much  about  sailing,  but  from 
what  I  hear,  things  can  get  pretty 
wild  out  there  on  the  Boston  Har¬ 
bor.  She’s  told  me  about  turtling 
and  capsizing — and  if  you  want  to 
know  more  about  it,  ask  her.  She’ll 
be  more  than  happy  to  show  you 
how  it’s  done. 

Let’s  talk  about  Theresa  the 
student.  If  you  see  her  on  the  com¬ 
muter  rail  in  the  morning  or  in 
homeroom,  she’s  hunkered  over  her 
history  book.  Or  you  could  check 
her  out  at  lunch  before  an  English 
presentation  armed  with  index 
cards,  highlighters  and  a  tad  bit  of 
nervousness.  Watch  out  guys — she’s 
basically  a  walking  fountain  of 
knowledge. 

If  I  had  to  describe  my  friend 
in  one  word,  it  would  be  wonderful. 
You  can  ask  anyone  but  I’m  here  to 
tell  you  that  Theresa  is  one  of  the 
best  people  you’ll  ever  meet.  If  you 
want  to  laugh,  go  see  her.  She’ll  do 
something  wacky  like  one  of  her 
famous  dance  moves.  Make  sure  to 
check  her  out  at  prom.  More  often 
than  not,  she’ll  put  life  into  per¬ 
spective  and  make  you  realize  that 
life  goes  on  after  a  bad  goverhiiitent 
test'or  a  fight  with  your  boyfriend.’ 
And  that’s  because  this  girl  kno^ 
how  to  live  her  life,  not  waste  it.;  * 
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Baseball 
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The  Boston  Latin  School  baseball 
team  swings  into  action  this  spring  with  high 
hopes  for  the  upcoming  season.  Even  with 
the  burdening  loss  of  nine  seniors  last  year, 
the  team  has  set  high  goals  of  reaching  the 
state  tournament  while  rebuilding  for  the 
future.  With  so  many  available  positions 
on  the  varsity  squad,  there  will  be  lots  of 
intense  competition  for  playing  time  among 
the  rookies.  When  asked  how  he  plans 
on  handling  the  adversity  he  vtiU  face  this 
year,  sophomore  sensation  Brian  Cotrone 
responded,  “I  view  problems  and  adversity  as 
opportunities  with  work  clothes.”  Jonathan 
Fitzsimons  (III),  a  promising  pitching  pros¬ 
pect,  echoes  Cotrone’s  laid-back  attitude, 
saying,  “I’m  not  ■'vorried.  I’m  just  excited  to 
start  playing  baseball.” 

The  team  may  be  young  this  year,  but 


the  strong  leadership  and  years  of  experience 
from  the  seniors  more  than  makes  up  for 
the  inexperience  of  the  underclassmen.  The 
team  will  rely  heavily  on  the  golden  arm  that 
defies  the  radar  gun  and  the  laws  of  physics, 
which  belongs  to  co-captain  and  ace  of  the 
staff  Matt  Stone  (I),  as  well  as  the  invalu¬ 
able  bat  of  the  explosive  ball  of  power  that 
belongs  to  the  co-captain  and  DCL  All-Star, 
Rory  Foley  (I).  The  team  will  also  rely  on  the 
power  pitching  of  hefty  lefty,  Dennis  Moran 
(I),  whose  job  it  is  to  “whip  the  team  into 
shape  and  break  the  spirits  of  the  opponents 
with  my  devastating  deuce.”  Meanwhile,  the 
prolific  Pat  Poulin  (I)  should  give  Foley  and 
Stone  a  good  chase  for  the  home  run  title 
and  DCL  MVP  honors  this  year,  with  his 
impregnable  defense  patrolling  centerfield, 
and  his  monster  shots.  When  asked  his  secret 
for  hitting  so  many  clutch  home  runs  last 
season,  he  replied,  “I  don’t  know  I  step  and 
step  and  step,  swing  and  hit  a  dinga’.”  Basi¬ 


cally  Poulin  is  “The  Natural.”  The  team  will 
also  anxiously  await  the  return  of  a  healthy 
Tim  Sharek  (I)  who  can  hit  balls  like  it’s  tee¬ 
time  at  the  driving  range.  He’s  one  ogre  the 
opposition  doesn’t  want  to  face. 

When  asked  how  younger  kids  can 
help  the  team  this  year,  Foley  replied, 
“[Catcher]  Eamonn  Burke  (II)  is  like  a  dino¬ 
saur  behind  the  plate.  He’ll  eat  anyone  who 
tries  to  score.”  Alex  Fischer  (III),  otherwise 
known  as  “Heat,”  is  literally  going  to  be  on 
fire  this  year.  Already,  Heat  has  pipven  he  can 
scorch  the  ball  with  his  quick  bat,  bum  the 
basepaths  with  his  blazing  speed  and  field 
any  baseballs  that  come  his  way  with  his  hot 
hands.  Ben  Speicher  (II)  is  expected  to  have 
tremendous  talent,  backing  up  the  seniors 
and  anchoring  the  bullpen.  Meanwhile,  Mi¬ 
chael  Slade  (II)  is  going  to  steal  many  bases 
and  young  girls’  hearts  this  season  at  the  top 
of  the  order.  Will  Weir  (II)  always  knows 
where  he’s  going  to  be,  saying,  “I  play  third 


base  and  scoop  up  anything  that  comes  my 
way  like  a  vacuum.”  Chris  BuUens  (1 1 1)  will  be 
throwing  bullets,  daring  people  to  challenge 
him  wherever  he  plays.  And  don’t  forget  the 
Freshman  Phenom,  the  Franchise,  Mike 
“Mac”  McLaughlin.  The  self-proclaimed 
stylish  one  on  the  team,  he  makes  sure  the 
members  look  fly  in  their  new  uniforms. 

When  asked  how  the  captains  expect 
to  do  this  season.  Stone  was  quick  to  say  that 
the  team  was  “gonna  do  awesome.”  Wliy? 
“We’re  the  hardest  working  and  toughest 
team  in  the  school  by  far.  Look  at  our  pracr 
rices,  we  don’t  stretch  or  anything,  just  blood, 
sweat  and  tears,  baby!”  Foley  also  has  opti¬ 
mistic  hopes  for  this  season.  To  questions 
regarding  the  team’s  expected  performance, 
he  responded,  “We  will  reign  supreme  on  top 
of  the  upper  echelon  of  Division  i  North  and 
strike  fear  into  the  hearts  of  the  DCL.” 

Watch  out,  it  should  be  a  great  sea¬ 
son. 


Pats  Getting  Off-Season  Makeover 
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“In  Bill  We  Trust.”  It  has  been 
said  by  sports  talk  radio  announcers  on 
numerous  accounts  and  heard  thousands 
of  times  by  fans.  Yet,  it  still  deserves  to 
be  repeated.  The  Patriots  are  still  the 
best  franchise  in  the  NFL,  even  after 
their  collapse  in  the  playoffs  last  year. 
In  addition,  no  matter  how  frustrated 
or  saddened  by  the  moves  that  the  Pa¬ 
triots  make,  we,  the  fans,  have  nothing 
to  worry  about  or  deserve  to  be  upset 
about.  The  Patriots  have  made  this  ofl- 
season  process  customary  for  us.  have 
been  blessed  by  one  of  the  greatest  mas¬ 
terminds  in  football  history,  and  quite 
frankly,  I  am  not  one  to  be  deterred  from 
calling  him  a  god.  One  small  correction 
I  have  with  this  commonly-referred- 
,  to  truism,  however,  is  that  Scott  Pioh 
should  be  included  as  well,  because  he 
is  also  a  driving  force  in  the  moves  that 
our  Patriots  organization  makes.  With 
that  being  said  and  without  forgetting 
Bill  Belichick’s  and  Pioli’s  impressive 
histories,  let  us  focus  more  upon  the 
moves  that  have  been  made  so  far  this 
ofi-season. 


First  of  all,  let  us  start  with  the 
big  losses  that  have  occurred  due  to  free 
agency  and  the  potential  fill-ins  for  these 
voids  that  are  being  left  behind.  David 
Givens,  who  through  free  agency  has 
signed  with  the  Tennessee  Titans,  is  a 
very  big  loss  to  the  receiving  core  of  the 
Patriots  offense.  He  was  always  a  big, 
reliable  and  sure¬ 
handed  wide  out, 
dependable  for 
five  receptions 
per  game.  With 
his  loss,  the  Pats 
are  definitely  at 
a  disadvantage. 

The  Pats  are 
filled  that  hole 
quite  quickly, 
however,  by  sign¬ 
ing  former  San 
Diego  Charger 
receiver  Reche 
Caldwell,  who  is 
about  the  same 
size  and  seems  to  be  a  quite  comparable 
player  to  the  more  expensive  Givens. 

Another  crucial  loss  hit  the  Pats 
defense  with  the  departure  of  lineman/ 
linebacker  Willie  McGinest  to  the  Cleve¬ 


land  Browns.  This  loss  is  sure  to  leave  a 
gaping  hole  in  the  defense.  McGinest 
will  also  leave  a  deep  hole  in  the  hearts 
of  New  Englanders.  McGinest  was  a  fan 
favorite,  a  veteran  who  knew  what  he  was 
doing  on  the  field  and  was  a  great  role 
model  for  the  younger  players. 

The  last  of  the  prominent  losses 
this  off¬ 
season  for 
the  Pats  is 
maybe  the 
most  sen¬ 
timental 
of  them 
all,  Adam 
Vinatieri. 
All  our 
favorite 
playoff  and 
Super  Bowl 
memories 
include 
Vinatieri 
somehow, 
whether  against  Oakland  in  the  “Snow 
Bowl,”  against  St.  Louis  in  the  Super  Bowl 
or  against  Carolina  when  he  repeated  his 
heroics  of  two  years  before.  He  simply 
is  the  most  clutch  and  memorialized 


World  Baseball  Classic  Really  a 


By  Joseph  Bravoco,  I 
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While  thousands  of  die-hard  base¬ 
ball  fans  prepared  themselves  for  the 
coveted  beginning  of  spring  training,  i6 
countries  across  the  globe  were  tweaking 
their  rosters  to  produce  the  most  power 
fill  baseball  team  in  the  world.  Teams 
such  as  the  United  States,  Japan  and  the 
Dominican  Republic,  which  comprise  a 
large  number  of  Alajor  League  Baseball 
players  on  their  rosters,  were  matched 
against  less  recognizable  teams  as  Italy, 
South  Africa  and  Canada.  Despite  such  an 
imbalance  in  athletic  talent  and  national 
prestige,  the  World  Baseball  Classic  was 
able  to  somehow  draw  a  staggering  737,112 
fans  to  its  venues,  a  number  that  surprised 
even  the  most  optimistic  spiorts  critics. 
With  such  telling  statistics,  one  would  be 
hard-pressed  to  state  that  the  first  WBC 
was  anything  but  a  memorable  event.  But, 
in  all  honesty,  is  the  WBC  something  that 
baseball  fans  truly  cherish,  and  look  for 
ward  to  every  three  years,  or  is  it  simply 
an  event  to  entertain  our  baseball-less 
minds  before  the  inception  of  the  MLB 
regular  season? 

Without  a  doubt,  the  matching 


of  teams  such  as  United  States-Mexico, 
Dominican  Republic-Puerto  Rico  and 
Japan-Korea  featured  the  best  bats  and 
the  most  skillful  arms  in  the  Major 
Leagues  and  around 
the  world.  Prominent 
players  such  as  David 
Ortiz  (Dominican  Re¬ 
public),  Ichiro  Suzuki 
(Japan),  Ivan  Rodri¬ 
guez  (Puertp  Rico) 
and  Miguel  Cabrera 
(Venezuela)  donned 
the  jerseys  of  their 
native  countries  and 
sought  to  prove  their 
coirntr/s  dominance 
in  the  sport  of  base¬ 
ball.  Back  at  home, 
players  such  as  Derek 
Jeter,  Jason  Varitek 
and  Roger  Clemens, 
to  name  a  few,  proudly 
took  the  field  with 
the  familiar  “United 
States”  logo  emblazoned  across  their 
chests.  With  such  ah  obvious  pool  of 
talent  and  athletic  prowess  inherent 
within  this  cast  of  baseball  personages, 
there  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  why  the 


WBC  received  such  high  accolades  and 
featured  such  well-frequented  venues. 
There  are  not  many  times  when  the  cream 
of  baseball’s  crop  face  off  on  a  nation¬ 
ally-televised  broad¬ 
cast.  Consequently,  the 
month  of  March  has 
the  potential  of  be¬ 
coming  more  famous 
for  the  WBC  than  for 
March  Madness  and 
Spring  Training  put  to¬ 
gether. 

But,  it  won’t. 
Certainly,  the 
combination  of  world¬ 
wide  talent  and  fierce 
competition  advertise 
the  WBC  with  power 
ful  allure.  Undoubtedly, 
the  idea  of  seeing  Or 
tiz  face  off  against  the 
impetuous  Clemens 
sends  a  tingle  down 
the  spines  of  dedicated 
baseball  fans.  Sure,  the  round  robin  style 
of  the  tournament  makes  for  a  World  Cup 
of  baseball.  But,  as  long  as  the  United 
States  is  not  the  best  of  the  bunch,  Ameri¬ 
cans  will  once  again  turn  the  channel  to 


kicker  of  all  time.  Letting  go  of  Vinatieri 
to  free  agency,  and  to,  of  all  teams,  the 
Colts,  our  bitter  rivals,  was  completely 
justified  in  my  eyes.  When  looking  at  his 
production,  whether  in  his  kick-offs  or 
field  goals  over  50  yards,  he  was  simply 
not  getting  the  job  done,  so  the  Patriots 
made  the  right  decision  in  letting  him 
go.  Now  the  identity  of  his  replacement 
has  been  temporarily  found  in  Martin 
Grammatica,  but  they  probably  will  go 
after  a  kicker  in  the  draft  because  most 
of  the  available  veteran  kickers  have  been 
swiped  up  by  other  teams. 

As  for  the  signings  of  the  Pats, 
they  have  made  some  moves.  They  have 
re-signed  Troy  Brown,  Chad  Scott  and 
Stephen  Neal.  Although  they  do  not 
compare  to  the  big  names  the  Pats  have 
lost,  they  were  solid  contributors  to  the 
team  over  the  past  season. 

So,  this  marks  another  off-season 
that  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  although 
maybe  more  downs  than  usual.  1  will  al¬ 
ways  have  my  faith  in  the  Belichick  and 
Pioli  tandem,  however.  Even  with  these 
losses,  I  still  have  my  money  on  the  Pats 
in  the  Super  Bowl,  and  so  should  you, 
because  as  long  as  we  have  Brady  and 
Belichick,  we  are  all  set. 

Classic? 

a  familiar  spring  training  match.  We  bred 
the  sport  of  baseball,  and  therefore  are 
recognized  for  our  dedication  to  baseball. 
But  our  dedication  comes  with  a  stipula¬ 
tion:  that  the  United  States  dominate  the 
competition. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  for  those 
teams  who  particularly  excelled,  such  as 
Japan,  Cuba  and  Dominican  Republic, 
do  not  deserve  public  accolade  that  is 
due  them.  Their  performance  on  the 
field  proved  that  baseball  talent  does  not 
exist  solely  within  American  borders;  the 
sport’s  popularity  has  spread  rapidly  to 
include  more  and  more  countries.  It  is 
exciting  to  witness  international  rivalry 
that  is  just  intense  as  that  of  Boston-New 
York,  bringing  a  competitive  element 
to  the  game  that  attracts  millions  and 
inspires  millions  more  to  join  the  band¬ 
wagons.  Nonetheless,  despite  a  surprising 
popularity  in  its  first  year  of  existence, 
the  WBC  is  doomed  to  follow  the  path 
of  fellow  promising,  but  inevitably  failing, 
franchises  as  MLS  and  XFL.  Americans 
are  just  too  religious  in  their  following  of 
MLB,  and  as  long  as  that  simple  indica¬ 
tion  remains  true,  the  WBC  will  remain 
a  sport  with  real  promise  but  not  enough 
support. 
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Sport  or  Not  a  Sport:  Competitive  Eating 


By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Most  of  us  at  some  point  in  our 
lives  have  bragged  about  downing  a  large 
amount  of  food.  Whether  we  were  five 
and  ate  eight  pancakes,  or  were  17  and 
ate  eight  donuts  and  two  muffins  at  the 
National  Honor  Society  collation,  we  feel 
on  top  of  the  world,  untouchable. ..and 
bloated.  Even  the  exceptionally  high  me¬ 
tabolism  of  an  adolescent  has  to  succumb 
to  the  records  held  by  the  champions  of 
one  of  the  largest  growing  sports  in  the 
world:  competitive  eating.  It  has  a  strong 
central  organization  and  growing  televi¬ 
sion  appearance,  and  its  stars  are  becom¬ 
ing  household  names. 

The  International  Federation  of 
Competitive  Eating  is  the  driving  force 
behind  the  growing  sensation.  It  helps 
to  coordinate  eating  contests  in  the 
United  States,  Japan,  England,  Germany, 
Canada,  Ireland,  Thailand  and  Ukraine. 
In  addition,  it  maintains  the  records  for 
the  different  categories  of  eating,  which 
include  everything  that  ever  emerged 
from  a  kitchen,  from  asparagus  to  cow 
brains,  to  your  traditional  hot  dogs.  The 


IFOCE  oversees  such  events  as  the  an¬ 
nual  Nathan’s  Famous  Hot  Dog  Eating 
Competition  and  the  GoldenPalace. 
com  World  Series  of 
Competitive  Eat¬ 
ing.  It  also  intro¬ 
duced  the  Alka-Selt- 
zer  US.  Open  of 
Competitive  Eat¬ 
ing  in  2005,  won 
by  the  dominant 
and  popular  Takeru 
Kobayashi. 

Kobayashi  has 
become  the  face  of 
competitive  eating 
after  his  Lance  Arm¬ 
strong-like  string  of 
victories  since  2001 
at  the  Olympics  of 
competitive  eating, 

Nathan’s  Famous 
Hot  Dog  Eating 
Competition  held 
on  every  July  4  since 
1916.  He  instantly  burst  onto  the  scene  in 
2001,  almost  doubling  the  previous  record 
when  he  ate  50  hot  dogs  in  12  minutes.  He 
has  since  stretched  his  record  to  53  hot 


dogs,  and  he  also  holds  the  record  for  cow 
brains,  hamburgers  and  rice  balls.  Plus,  in 
addition  to  being  the  star  of  ESPN  cover¬ 
age  of  the  Nathan’s 
competition,  he 
has  had  his  own 
feature  on  MTV’s 
T/>e  True  Life  where 
he  disclosed  his  se¬ 
crets  to  success. 

Many  still 
do  not  see  com¬ 
petitive  eating  as 
a  sport,  only  as 
competitive  glut¬ 
tony.  It  appears  to 
consist  of  a  bunch 
of  people  without 
jobs  stuffing  their 
faces  full  of  un¬ 
healthy  amounts 
of  food  to  break  a 
record.  There  is  no 
teamwork,  there 
are  no  high  school 
teams,  and  it  is  not  a  sport  at  the  Olym¬ 
pics.  What  many  people  do  not  realize, 
however,  is  that  to  be  a  competitive  eater, 
one  must  develop  mental  and  physical 


skills  that  take  time  and  training  to  air 
quire.  Kobayashi  explained  and  displayed 
his  methods  of  training  on  MTV.  He  has 
analyzed  his  chewing  and  swallowing  rate 
to  a  point  where  he  knows  how  many  bites 
to  take  of  each  hot  dog  in  order  to  fill  his 
stomach  up  efficiently.  In  addition,  he  has 
a  specific  weightlifting  regimen  in  order 
to  provide  the  greatest  space  in  his  dia¬ 
phragm  for  his  stomach  when  he  eats. 

So,  while  at  first  glance  competi¬ 
tive  eating  might  seem  like  a  vile  excuse 
for  Americans  to  eat  more,  it  is  merely 
another  type  of  sporting  event.  Like  golf 
and  tennis,  competitive  eating  has  a  world 
ranking  system  through  the  IFOCE,  a 
major  event  schedule,  full-time  athletes 
who  train  in  their  spare  time  and  a  book 
of  records  just  waiting  to  be  broken.  Most 
importantly,  however,  competitive  eatr 
ing  has  a  fan  base  that  is  growing  every 
year  as  more  and  more  people  become 
mesmerized  by  the  awe-inspiring  feats 
of  Kobayashi  and  his  fellow  competitors. 
Although  it  may  be  an  acquired  taste, 
competitive  eating  is  without  a  doubt  a 
sport,  and  as  Richard  Shea,  president  of 
the  IFOCE  says,  “The  21“  century  is  the 
century  of  competitive  eating.” 


March  Madness  Lives  Up  to  Name 


By  Sanchay  Jain,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


March  Madness  2006  shaped  up 
to  be  quite  a  ride.  For  the  first  time 
since  1980,  the  number  one-seeded  team 
from  any  of  the  four  regionals  advanced 
to  the  Final  Four.  The  eventual  winner 
was  Florida,  defeating  UCLA,  73-57,  but 
the  shining  fight  of  the  tournament  was 
George  Mason,  the  first  mid-major  to 
make  it  to  the  Final  Four  since  Larry 
Bird’s  Indiana  State  team.  The  Patriots, 
who  were  almost  unheard  of  prior  to 
the  tournament,  beat  Michigan  State, 
defending  champion  North  Carolina, 
Wichita  State  and  University  of  Con¬ 
necticut  to  make  it  to  the  Final  Four, 
causing  a  media  sensation. 

The  four  teams  to  win  each  confer 
ence  might  not  have  been  number  one 
seeds,  but  they  definitely  deserved  their 
spots  in  the  final  two  rounds  of  the  64- 
team  tourna¬ 
ment.  Florida, 
the  champion, 
displayed  spec¬ 
tacular  post 
presence  with 
Joakim  Noah, 
the  Most  Valu¬ 
able  Player  of 
the  Final  Four, 
who  recorded  a 
championship 
game  record 
of  six  blocks 
to  give  him  a 
tournament  re¬ 
cord  of  29.  A1 
Horford  also 
mixed  in  some 
good  shoot¬ 
ing  along  with 
Corey  Brewer, 

Taurean  Green 
and  Lee  Hum¬ 
phrey.  UCLA 
brought  its  his- 


Final  Four  with  an  amazing  inside  pres¬ 
ence  that  included  sophomore  Glen 
“Big  Baby”  Davis  and  freshman  Tyrus 
Thomas.  George  Mason’s  surprise  team, 
which  lost  to  Florida,  featured  excellent 
inside  game  from  senior  Jai  Lewis  and 
sophomore  ’Wll  Thomas,  complementr 
ing  good  three  point  shooting  from  the 
guards  such  as  Lamar  Butler. 

What  happened  to  the  number  one 
seeds?  Duke  did  not  make  it  to  the  Elite 
Eight,  losing  to  LSU  in  a  close  game,  won 
by  clutch  defense  from  “Big  Baby”  Davis. 
Meanwhile,  Memphis  was  knocked  out 
by  UCLA,  Villanova  lost  convincingly 
to  Florida  and  UConn  was  knocked  out 
in  overtime  by  George  Mason.  The  lat¬ 
ter  two  teams  looked  like  they  would  be 
eliminated  earlier. 

Vdlanova  faced  former  conference 
rival  Boston  College  in  the  Sweet  16. 
The  Eagles  started  out  ahead,  but  mid¬ 
way  through  the  second  half,  Villanova 
completed  its 
comeback. 
It  played 
superb  inte¬ 
rior  defense, 
not  allowing 
the  ball  in¬ 
side  to  Craig 
Smith.  BC 
had  the  lead 
towards  the 
end,  however, 
only  to  lose 
it  after  poor 
play  and  bad 
calls.  With 
that,  Villa¬ 
nova  sent  the 
game  to  over¬ 
time,  where  a 
goal-tending 
call  sealed  the 
Eagles’  fate. 

Mean¬ 
while,  the 
Connecticut 


toric  franchise  into  the  tournament  with 
superb  defense,  It  was  anchoredibyRyani  • 
Hollins  ,ajid  received  excellent  play  from  i 
fre  shhl^nTiIc  RjChafd  Mbah  a-  Monte  of-.  • 
Carrieroom  ,,  ....i -  >  ,f, <,•.•,  ri!  <.  ,  .  1,. 

Meanwhile,  LSU  advanced  to  the 


Huskies  faced  the  Washington  Huskies 
and  were  getting  throttled  when  a  double^ 
(echtricalfoul  call.dn  both  Rudy  Gay  ah1d^ 
Brandon' Roy  gave 'P.oy  his  fourth  fwib.' 
His  absence  throilghafeulkctfthefouRth  ' 
quarter  was  key  for  UConn  to  come  back 


and  tie  the  game.  In  the  end,  UConn 
won. 

Though 
there  were  thrill¬ 
ers,  the  champi¬ 
onship  match 
was  rather  lop¬ 
sided.  Florida 
overpowered 
UCLA  in  the 
early  going,  and 
never  looked 
back.  Noah 
showed  again 
why  he  is  a  force 
to  be  reckoned 
with  by  scoring 
16  points  and 
picking  up  nine  rebounds  to  go  with 
the  record  six  blocks.  Most  importantly 
for  Florida,  it  proved  it  can  field  a  com- 


NOAH  of  FLORIDA  GETS  1  OF 


petitive  basketball  team  to  go  with  its 
amazing  football 
program.  Credit 
belongs  to  coach 
Billy  Donovan, 
who  to  years  ago 
took  the  job  even 
though  his  former 
boss,  Louisville 
Rick  Pitino, 
him  not 
take  it  because 
felt  that  the 
1  team 
not  be  able 
.match  the  su¬ 
perb  performance 
of  the  Gator  foot- 
ball  team.  All  in  all,  it  was  an  excellent 
tournament,  full  of  shocks,  upsets  and 
thrilling  matches,  as  one  would  expect  of 


Student  Faculty 
Basketball  Game  2006 


By  Thomas  Ahmadifar,  I 

Sports  Editor 


The  students  managed  to  pull  off 
a  thrilling  come-from-behind  victory 
over  the  teachers  to  win  41-40,  thanks 
to  some  last  minute  shooting  heroics 
by  senior  student  coaches  Matt  Stone, 
Pat  Poulin  and  Meghan  O’Donnell. 
The  thrilling  finish  that  came  down  to 
free  throws  did  not  seem  possible  sev¬ 
eral  minutes  before,  when  the  teachers 
were  dominating.  Behind  the  energetic 
play  of  Mr.  Aaron  Osoweicki  and  Mr. 
Sean  Duke-Crocker,  who  dominated 
the  boards,  scoring,  and  defense,  the 
faculty  seemed  to  be  pulling  away.  It  did 
not  help  that  the  students  had  to  work 
through  confusion,  selfish  play  and  bad 
shots.  Basket  by  basket,  however,  they 
started  to  climb  back.  A  little  sixie  threw 
up  the  ball  from  behind  the  arc  and 
prayed  it  into  the  basket  to  the  eruption 


Ross  at  the  foul  fine.  After  he  missed 
the  game  tying  basket,  however,  victory 
seemed  all  but  lost  until  Stone  worked' 
his  way  to  the  fine  and  put  the  students 
up  for  good. 

The  first  half  was  a  backrand-forth 
seesaw,  with  both  students  and  faculty 
showing  moments  of  strength  and  mo¬ 
ments  of  weakness.  Christian  Onouha 
(IV)  got  the  scoring  started  for  the 
students,  but  Mr.  Duke-Crocker,  Mr. 
Osoweicki  and  Mr.  John  Bunker  all 
retaliated  for  the  faculty.  In  fact,  Mr. 
Duke-Crocker’s  and  Mr.  Osoweicki's 
individual  play  helped  to  lift  the  faculty 
all  throughout  the  game. 

The  beauty  of  the  2006  student- 
faculty  basketball  game  shone  through 
as  in  any  other  year.  The  crowd  was 
into  every  basket,  dribble  and  fake.  The 
players  attempted  to  imitate  their  NBA 
icons.. .and  failed,  and  embarrassing  mo¬ 
ments  were  ever  present  with  one  of  the 


of  the  crowd- Kyle  Myles  (ll)  knocked  ...students. almost  scoring  on  their  own 
.;4o'wn,a;,tjTree..aAd'seniors  5uch.a’s’'Ecifc  vibasl^t.yi.tiqjjit^ly.-fhe.itH.d.ents.earned- 
^jRos^  PgUey-jtvjo^  gM5ing.-)!i3  doqli4e'.w>(i:.b)5bj3rh.fai»Ing^inoneyand. 

4norq.p.l^)qqg.jtini;q,ljn.^t|:4qiey.ti5;e;-sy#iL''.  yarning  the  bragging  rights, over  th6. 
dents  were  only  down  by  a  couple  with  .  faculty  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  ' 
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Crossword 


Across 

I.  Follow,  foUow, _ your 

head  in  jello! 

5.  King  Agamemnon  stole 
this  prize  of  Achilles,  who 
then  refused  to  fight. 

7.  Holiday  commemorat¬ 
ing  Jesus’  coming  to  Jeru¬ 
salem,  five  days  prior  to  his 
Crucifixion. 

9.  Capital  of  Djibouti. 

II.  Jules  Verne,  author  of 
Voyages  Extraordinaires, 
was  born  in  this  city. 

12.  Killed  by  Sirhan  Sirhan 
in  1968. 

14.  Cult  hit  on  ABC  from 
1966  to  1971,  involving 
Maine  vampires. 

15.  Exxon’s  1989  oil  spill. 

20.  Antonio  Banderas’  new 
movie. 

21.  Like  a  star;  or,  amaz¬ 
ing. 

23.  Professor  at  MIT  and 
human  genome  project 
leader. 

24.  Dr. _ learned  how 

to  stop  worrying. 

25.  The  2400  point  test. 

26.  Where  the  Argonauts 
got  the  Golden  Fleece. 

28.  New  toys  to  recruit  potential 
soldiers. 

30.  Internet  auction  business  brought 
to  court  for  patent  infringement. 

34.  Muse,  mascot  and  flute  player. 

36.  Public  Displays  of _ 

37.  The  “S”  in  SAT  stands  for _ 

39.  Scary  and  Posh,  to  name  two. 

40.  Flowers  blooming  outside  BLS. 

42.  CIA  agent  turned  TV  chef 

43.  Famous  French  culinary  school. 

44.  The  Soup  Nazi  from  Seinfeld. 


45.  A  Heartbreaking  Work  of _ 

Genius. 

46.  One-wheeled  vehicles:  unicycle 

and _ . 

Down 

2.  Ryan  in  the  OC  is  from _ . 

3.  Recently  there  was  a  total  eclipse 

of  the _ 

4.  Coffee’s  other  name;  also  Indone¬ 
sian  island. 

6.  Beaten  by  the  Sox  on  Opening 
Day 

7.  New  Steve  Martin  flick. 

8.  Pairs  with  adenine  in  RNA. 


10.  An  aquatic  shade  of  pink. 

13.  Only  Chinese  port  open  to  for¬ 
eigners  before  Opium  War;  also  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  town. 

14.  Zone  containing  the  border  be¬ 
tween  North  Korea  and  South  Ko¬ 
rea. 

16.  Two  language  experts,  the  Dr. 
_ s. 

17.  Retiring  English  teacher  who  taught 
“My  Darlings,  My  Hamburger”. 

18.  Recent  BLS  epidemic. 

19.  Engineer  defener  of  Syracuse. 

22.  “All  for  this  one  moment”. 


27.  Birds  mixing  H20  with  dirty  play. 
29.  Oxygen-carrying  molecule  in  red 
blood  cells. 

31.  Author  of  “To  Understand  Pen 
estroika”  and  initiator  of  the  subject. 

32.  Assassinated  on  April  4, 1968. 

33.  Actor  who  played  Mr.  Darcy  in  the 
2005  “Pride  and  Prejudice”. 

35.  The  Iron  Curtain  improv  show  had 
-  incidentally  -  “nothing  to  do  with 
the _ 

38.  “De _ Gallico”  by  Caesar. 

41.  50s  turtle  who  knew  just  what  to 
do. 


Diabolical  Sudokus 


Fill  in  the  grid  so  that  every  row, 
EVERY  COLUMN,  AND  EVERY  3x3  BOX 
CONTAINS  THE  DIGITS  1  THROUGH  9. 
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